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THE  Idler  having  omitted  to  diftinguilh  the  Eflays  of  hb 
Correfpondents  by  any  particular  fignature,  thinks  it  neceflarj 
to  inform  his  Readers,  that  from  the  ninth,  the  fifteenth,  thirty* 
third,  forty-fecond,  fifty-fourdi,  fixty-feventh,  feventy-fixth,  fevenry- 
liinth,  eighty.fccond,  ninety-third,  ninety-fixth,  and  ninety-eighth 
Papers,  he  claims  np  other  praife  than  that  of  having  given  them  im 
Che  Publick. 
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TACVI  tVB  UMBRA 
IVIIMVf. 


HOK. 


THOSE  who  ftttnmx  oeriodicai 
Eflayt  imi  to  be  onen  ftopped  in 
the  b^noingi  by  the  difficulty  ot  find- 
ing a  proper  title.  Two  writert»  (ince 
tlie  time  Jf  the  Spcftatort  have  aflTumed 
liis  Dame,  without  any  pretenfions  to 
lawful  inheritance;  an  eftort  was  once 
jnade  to  itvive  the  Tatler;  and  the 
ftranffc  appellationt^  by  whiclk  other  pa- 
|iert  have  been  called*  ihow  that  the  au- 
thors were  diftreflcd^  like  the  natives  of 
i^mcrica,  who  coooc  to  the  Europeans 
to  b^  a  name. 

It  will  be  eafily  believed  of  the  Idler, 
^lat  if  his  tide  had  rc<|uired  any  fearf  h, 
he  never  would  have  found  it.  Every 
node  of  life  has  it*s  conveniences.  The 
Idkr»  who  habituates  himielf  to  be  ia« 
tbfied  with  what  he  can  moft  cafily  ob* 
yn,  nor  onhr  efcapet  labours  which  are 
flAcn  frmtltUt  but  (bmttiises  fucceeds 
helter  than  tbofe  who  defpift  all  that  is 
within  their  reach»  and  think  every  thing 
i&ore  valuable  as  it  it  harder  to  be  ac* 

If  fimilitude  of  maniMft  be  a  motive 

to  kindbftfs,  the  Idler  mitf  Matter  bim- 

iifmA  umnrikl  pmnoMgc,    Th^t  is 

Mk9  £^  dun^  under  which  fuch 

'^-luctomprUcd.   Mwymmi$, 


'oy 


'f-::: 


or  hopes  to  be,  an  Idler.  Even  thofe 
who  ieem  to  differ  moit  from  us  are  haT* 
teniog  to  increafe  our  fraternity}  as  peace 
is  the  end  of  war,  fo  to  be  idle  is  the 
ultimate  purpofe  of  the  bufy. 

There  is  perhaps  no  appellation  by 
which  a  writer  can  better  denote  his  kin- 
dred to  the  human  f'pecies.  It  has  been 
found  hard  to  defcribe  Man  by  an  ade* 
quate  definition.  Some  phiiofophers  have 
called  him  a  reafbnable  animal,  but 
others  have  confidered  rcafon  as  a  quality 
of  which  many  creatures  partake.  He 
has  been  termed  likewife  a  laughing 
animal;  but  it  is  faid  that  fome  men  have 
never  laughed.  Perhaps  Man  may  be 
more  prooerly  diilinguiOied  as  an  Idle 
animal;  tor  there  is  no  man  who  is  no^ 
fometimes  idle.  It  is  at  leaft  a  defini- 
tion  from  which  none  that  (hall  find  it 
in  this  paper  can  be  exceptCil;  for  who 
can  be  more  idle  than  the  reader  of  the 
Idler? 

That  the  definition  m^v  be  compIrat» 
Idlenefs  muft  be  not  only  the  general,  but 
the  peculiar  chara£lerl(l'vc  of  miiu  -^  ^xvd 
perhaps  man  Is  tht  oi\\^  >a'tm^\\vjkX  c«w 
properly  be  caWed  ld\«,  tVai  ^ot^  ^^ 
others  what  Vie  mi^KldoVixm^A^^  w  iiKn 
fices  duty  or  p\«Alurt  t»\\AViN'^  o^  «a.^ 


THE    IDLER. 


Scarcely  any  name  can  b^  imaj^ned 
from  which  lefs  envy  oftompetition  if 
to  be  drttaded.  The  Idler  has  no  rivah 
or  enemies.    The  man  of  buTmefs  for- 

fets  him ;  the  man  of  enterprize  defuifet 
im;  and  though  fuch  at  tread  the  fame 
track  of  life*  fall  commonly  into  jea« 
loufy  and  difcord»  Idlers  are  ^wayt 
found  to  aifociate  in  peace)  and  hAwho 
is  mod  famed  for  doing  nothing,  f)  glad 
to  meet  another  as  idle  as  himlelf. 

What  is  to  be  expelled  from  this  Pa. 
per,  whether  it  will  be  uniform  or  vari- 
ous, learned  or  familiar,  ferious  or  gay, 
political, or  moral,  continued  or  inter- 
rupted,  it  is  hoped  that  no  reader  will 
enquire.  That  the  Idler  has  fome 
/cheme,  cannot  be  doubted;  for  to  form 
fchemet  it  the  Idler^s  privilege.  But 
though  he  has  many  projects  in  his  head, 
he  is  now  grown  fparing  of  communica- 
tion, having  obferved,  that  his  bearers 
are  apt  to  remember  what  he  forgets 
himfeif;  that  his  taidinefs  of  execution 
cxpofes  him  to  the  encroachments  of 
thofe  who  catch  a  hii^t  and  fall  to  work  i 
and  that  very  fpecious  plans,  after  long 
contrivance  and  pompous  difplays,  have 
fubiided  in  wearinefs  without  a  trial,  and 
without  mifcarriage  have  been  blafted  by 
^erifion. 

Something  the  Idlef  s  chandler  may 
be  fuppofed  to  promife.  Thofe  that  are 
curious  after  diminutive  hiftory,  who 
watch  the  revolutions  of  families,  and 
the  rife  and  fall  of  charaAers  either 
male  or  female,  will  hope  to  be  gratified 
by  this  Paper}  for  the  Idler  is  always 
isquifitive,  and  feldom  retentive.     He 


that  delights  In  obloquy  and  fat 
wiihes  to  fee  clouds  gathering  < 
reputation  that  dazzles  him  v 
bnphtneft,  will  fnatch  up  the 
Eflays  with  a  beating  heart.  T 
is  naturally  cenibriousj  thofe  ' 
tempt  nothing  themfelves  thin 
thing  eaiily  performed,  and  cOn 
unfuccefsful  always  as  criminal 

I  think  it  neceflary  to^iv«  ngi 
I  make  no  contract,  nor  incur  a 
gation.  If  thofe  who  depend 
Idler  for  intelligence  and  entert: 
ihould  fuffer  the  dirappointmen 
commonly  follows  ill-placed 
tions,  they  are  to  lay  the  bhme 
themfelves. 

Yet  hope  is  not  wholly  to 
ai^ay.  The  Idler,  though  iluj 
yet  alive,  and  may  fometimcs  b 
lated  to  vigour  and  aflivity. 
defcend  into  profoundnefs,  or  to 
fublimityj  for  the  diligence  of 
is  rapid  and  impetuous,  as  pc 
bodies  forced  into  velocity  mc 
violence  proportionate  to  tbdr  ^ 

But  thcfe  vehement  exertion 
telleft  cannot  be  frequent,  and 
therefore  gladly  receive  help  fi 
corref|)ondent,  who  (hall  eaabl 
pleafe  without  his  own  labour, 
eludes  no  ftyle,  he  prohibits  no 
only  let  him  that  writes  to  the  '. 
member,  that  his  letters  muft 
lon^}  no  words  are  to  be  fquan 
declarations  of  efteem,  or  confe 
inability;  confcious  dulnefs  1 
right  to  be  prolix,  and  praife 
welcome  to  the  Idler  as  quiet. 


N»  II.    SATURDAY,   APRIL   22. 


TOTO  VIX  ^UATKK  AHNO 
MXMBIANAM^  Hot. 


MANY  pofitlons  are  often  on  the 
tongue,  and  feldom  in  the  mind ; 
there  are  many  truths  which  every  htf- 
man  being  acknowledges  and  forgets. 
It  is  generally  known,  that  he  who  exr 

-  pe£ls  much  will  be  often  difappointed; 
yer  difappointment  feldom  cures  us  of 
eXj>e5iaiion,  or  has  any  other  effect  than 
thut  of  produvinj^  a  moral  fcntcnce,  or 
peevifli  ^xclamaii'on.  He  that  embarks 
jD  the  vo^*agc'ot  life,  will  always  wi(h 
ro  advance  rather  by  the  rmpulfe  of  the 

%*'Jr,J,  than  the  ttrokts  of  the  oar  5  and 


mi^ny  founder  tn  the  pafTagcw 
lie  waiting  for  the  gale  tlrae  is 
them  to  their  wrth. 

It  will  nafurallv  be  fufpeAed 
Idler  has  lately  fufPered  Comt^il 
ment,  and  that  he  does  not  xt 
gravely  for  nothing.  No  mv 
quired  to  betray  his  own  fcCrets 
howevei",  confefs,  that  I  have  r 
a  Writer  almoft  a  week,  and 
yet  heard  a  (rngfe  word  of  pr: 
received  one  bint  from  any  cc 

V9llt« 


Whence  thtt  negligence  proceeds  I 
%m  not  able  to  difcover.  Many  of  my 
predecsfTori  have  thought  themfelves 
obliged  to  return  their  acknowledg- 
ments in  the  fee  and  paper,  for  the  kind 
recepticD  of  the  fink;  and  in  a  fhort  limey 
apologies  have  become  neceflfary  to  thofe 
ingenious  gentlemen  and  ladies,  whofe 
peiformtince?,  though  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree elegant  and  learned,  have  been  uo« 
avoiiably  delayed. 

What,  then,  will  be  thought  of  me, 
who,  having  experienced  no  kindnefs, 
have  no  thanks  to  return;  whom  no  gen- 
tleman or  lady  has  yet  enabled  to  give 
aar  caiife  of  dil'contenr,  and  who  have 
therefore  no  opporcuoity  of  ihewing  how 
ikilfuily  I  can  pacify  i^entinen;,  exte- 
Boate neglitrence,  or  palliate  reJKJlion? 

I  hiv«  long  known,  that  fpiendor  of 
reputation  is  not  to  be  counted  among 
the  necefTaries  of  life;  and  therefore  fhaU 
•IK  much  repine  if  piaife  be  with-held 
till  it  it  better  defcrved.  But  furely  I 
Biy  be  allowed  to  complain  that,  in  a 
B>tion  of  Authors,  not  one  has  thought 
ne  worthy  of  notice,  after  fo  fair  an  in- 
vitation. 

At  the  time  when  the  rage  of  writing 
hw  fcixed  the  old  and  young,  when  the 
coo'-t  warbles  her  lyrics  in  the  kitchen, 
*»d  the  tirilier  vociferates  his  heroics 
« the  barn  5  when  our  traders  deal  out 
l(po''le.lge  in  bulky  volumes,  and  our 
Svis  fo:ukr  tiieir  famplers  to  teach 
king^i  iin$  wifd,>:n ;  it  may  feem  very  un- 
•^^'ry  to  draw  any  more  from  their 
pt^pcr  occtipations,  by  affording  new 
opportunil'os  of  literary  fame. 

'  fliO'ild  be  inde.*d  unwilling  to  find* 
"*ti  for  the  fake  of  corrcfponding  with 
^  Wlcr,  die  f.nith's  iron  had  cooled 
;  ••»  tlic  anvd,  or  the  fninller's  diiiaff 
"^unemployed.  1  fjlicitonly  rhecon- 
*hutions  of  thofe  who  have  ah-cady  de- 
^^  thenofelves  to  literature,  or,  vvi:h- 
wt  any  determinate  attention,  wander 
■^wgc  through  the  expanfe  of  life,  and 
^^  out  the  day  in  hearing  at  one  place^ 
•°^  they  utter  at  nnother. 

9^  tfacfe,  a  great  part  are  a1re»v-|y 
■'Iters,  One  has  a  friend  in  the  coun- 
^^  opoD  whom  he  exercifirs  bis  powers; 
•J^«  palRon*  he  raifes  and  depreffcs; 
*"*fc  Qnderjtandin«;  he  perplexes  with 
JjJ^exes,  or  ftrcngthens  by  armament; 
^^^  admiration  he  courts,  whole 
f^  he  enjoys;  and  who  ferves  him 
'^"^of  a  kisLtc  or  a  tbeatrcj  as  the 


voung'  foldierc  in  the  Roman  camp 
learned  the  ufe  of  their  weapons  by 
fencing  againft  a  poft  in  the  place  of  an 
enemy. 

Another  has  his  pockets  filled  with 
eflays  and  epij^jrams,  which  he  reads, 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  to  feleft  part-esj 
and  which  his  acquaintances  are  daily  en- 
treating him  to  with- hold  no  longer  from 
the  imj;>atience  of  the  public. 

If,  among  thtfe,  any  one  is  perfuaded 
that,  by  fuch  preludes  of  compofition, 
he  has  qualified  himfelf  to  appear  in  the 
open  world,  and  is  yet  afraid  of  thofe 
cenfures  which  they  who  have  already 
wrirten,  and  \)icy  who  cannot  write,  ara 
equally  ready  to  fulminate  againft  pub- 
lic pretenders  to-  fame,  he  may,  by 
tmnfmitting  his  performances  to  the 
Idler,  make  a  cheap  e>;periment  of  hie 
abilities,  and  enjoy  the  pleafiire  of  fuc- 
cefs,  without  the  hazard  cf  milcar- 
riagc. 

Many  advantages,  not  generally 
known,  arife  from  this  method  of  Heal- 
ing on  the  public.  The  ftanding  author 
of  the  paper  is  always  the  objeA  of  cri- 
tical malignity.  Whatever  is  mean  will 
be  imputed  to  him,  and  whatever  is  ex- 
cellent be  afcribed  to  his  afliftancf .  It 
does  not  much  alter  the  event,  that  the 
author  and  his  correfpondents  are  equal- 
ly unknown;  for  the  author,  whoever 
he  be,  is  an  individual,  of  whom  eveiy 
reader  has  fome  fixed  idea,  and  whom  he 
is  therefore  unwilling  to  gratify  with 
■pplaufe;  but  the  praifes  given  to  his 
correfpondents  are  fcattered  in  the  air, 
none  can  tell  on  whom  they  will  light, 
and  therefore  none  are  unwilling  to  be- 
ftow  them. 

He  tliat  is  known  to  contribute  'to  a 
periodical  work,  needs  no  other  caution 
than  not  to  tell  what  particular  pieces 
are  his  own:  fuch  fecrecy  is  indeeil  very 
d  Acult;  but  if  it  can  he  maintained, 
i;  IS  fcircely  to  be  imagined  at  how 
fiiiaii  an  exncnce  he  may  grow  confi- 
dcnble. 

A  p'jrfon  of  quality,  by  a  fingle  pa- 
per, mny  cngrofs  the  honour  of  a  vo- 
lume. Fame  is  in  \c-id  di^alt  with  a  hand 
Icfs  and  lefs  bounreuus  through  the  fub- 
ordinate  r^nks,  till  it.det'eends  to  tiie 
pi-ofeflTeJ  aui'ior,  who  will  find  it  v»iry 
difficult  to  ^icx  m<  I'e  than  he  defervesj 
but  e^-ery  man  who  does  not  want  it» 
or  who  needs  not  value  it,  miy  have  U- 
htni  aliawanccs*,  nndt  ^<ac  &v«  U^Uvt 


THE     IDLER. 


in  the  ycir  fent  to  the  Idler,  of  which 
perhaps  only  two  arc  printed,  will  be 
promoted  to  the  firlt  rmk  of  writers  by 
tbofe  who  are  weary  of  the  prelcnt  race 


of  wits,  and  wiHi  to  fink  them  into  ob- 
fcut  ity  before  the  lurtrc  of  a  ramc  not 
yet  known  enough  to  be  dciefted. 


ti"  III.    SATURDAY,  APRIL   29. 


OTIA    VITA 
SOLAMUa    CANTU. 


Stat. 


IT  hat  lon}^  been  the  complaint  of 
thofe  who  frequent  the  theatres,  that 
all  the  drunatic  art  has  been  loni^ex- 
haui^ed,  and  that  the  vicL[ntudcs  of  for- 
timc,  and  accidents  of  life,  have  been 
ih;:«vn  in  every  poffible  combination, 
till  the  fint  fcfne*  informs  us  of  the  lall, 
and  thr  play  no  fiK)ncr  opens,  than  every 
aiid.toi'  knows  how  it  will  conclude. 
When  a  conlpiracy  is  formtil  in  a  ira- 
fpHv,  we  ^uefs  by  whom  it  will  be  de- 
ttiico;  whc:i  a  letter  is  dropi  in  a  co- 
medy, we  can  tell  by  whom  it  will  he 
fcnnd.  Kolhinj^  is  Yiow  left  for  the 
p:)ctbut  ch3r:.fterand  reniiment,  which 
arc  to  make  their  way  as  th^y  can, 
without  ihcfTft  anxiety  of  fufpence,  or 
the  enlivening  agitaiion  of  I'urpsize. 

A  ntw  piper  lies  v;idcr  the  iime  dif- 
ad\3ntag^*>as  anewphy.  There  is  dan- 
ger Itft  it  be  new  witliuiJt  novelt;, .  Mv 
eaiiier  pscdecelFor.  had  their  ch.^ice  of 
vices  and  ff.ilies,  a  d  I'ele^eil  fuch  as 
were  moft  likely  to  raife  metiiment  or 
aMiacl  attention-,  they  had  tlie  whole 
fit  Id  of  life  bcfo.c  them,  untrodilen  and 
iinlorveyedj  chara^lers  of  every  kind 
fli  t  up  in  their  w:iy,  and  thole  of  the 
moli  luxuriant  growth,  or  molt  confpi 
cuous  colours,  were  naiiirally  crept  by 
the  iiiil  fickle.  Th^-y  that  fiJlow  are 
torcel  to  peep  into  ne^Ieiled  corners, 
to  note  the  calu:il  variitics  of  t'le  fame 
fp«  cies,  and  to  recommend  ihem'tlv-  s  by 
intniite  induArv,  and  dil^indlions  too 
fuhile  fi.r  common  eyes. 

Sjmet  n\cs  it  m»y  happtn,  that  the 
hallo  or  niyi>£!;i'iirr(;fi'H  firft  tp.quircrs, 
has  left  eiioui^M  behind  to  rcvv;ird  an- 
other ftarcl);  ibiiicli'nes  newol^jcHs  (tart 
upumler  t»i.  t  ye,  and  he  that  is  ltK)king 
for  onr  kird  ol  mattc!,  is  ainpl  /  grati- 
hcii  l>y  tlic  diicov^!)  of  another.  But 
ti'ii  ii  mini  hf.  j1  ow-d,  thit,  u-  ncre  is 
taKcu,  Itis  c.\.\  ix.-.\:\\i  ,  ar.fl  tvc; v  'ru.h 
hi  .n;^lir  ne\vlv  to  liii'i',  i  iip«vi-r  ihcs  the 
mini,  fiom  «vhich  liircjedmg  inicllcits 
M/c  to  di£  ihar  ti  eai'ut  ts. 


Many  philofophers  imagine  that  the 
elements  themfelves  may  be  in  time  cx- 
hauftrd;  that  the  fun,  by  (hining  longt 
will  cftufc  all  iTs  light}  and  that,  by  the 
continual  walle  ot  aqueju>  particles,  tlie 
whoi.e  earth  will  at  laft  become  a  hrAj 
delart. 

I  would  not  advife  my  readtrs  to  di- 
fturb  themicrives  by  contriving  how  they 
fliall  live  without  light  and  water.  For 
the  days  of  univerfal  ihirft  and  pei-pemal 
daiknefs  arc  at  a  great  diftance.  The 
ocran  and  the  fun  will  laft  our  time* 
and  we  m:iy  leave  polttrity  to  Ihift  lor 
them  I'd  ves. 

But  if  the  ftores  of  Nature  arc  li- 
mited, inuch  more  naiiow  bounds  n.jft 
be  fet  to  the  modes  of  lifej  and  man- 
kind ujay  want  a  m-Tal  or  ainufingpa- 
P'.-r,  many  ycirs  Ixifore  th:y  th»ll  b?i!e- 
prived  cf  drii.k  or  day- light,  •  T:»i« 
want,  wiiicli  to  li'-e  buly  a:\l  ihe  ir.vea- 
tivc  ni;iy  fecm  catily  remeJi:ibJc  by  Ibme 
ftibrtitute  or  other,  the  whole  n»ce  <»f 
IJLts  will  feci  with  all  the  lenfibilitj 
that  fuch  toipid  animals  can  fuffcr. 

VVhe.i  I  confidcr  the  inn^^Lnnerabk 
multirndes  thr^r,  havin^^  no  motive  of 
defin  ,  0.-  .leiermination  of  will,  lictreez- 
ini;  1.1  ;,j:pc;tw::l  im£*:vity,  till  ibme  ex- 
ternal iiiipvilfe  puts  them  in  mo:inn; 
who  aw.ike  in  tiie  morning,  vacant  of 
thought,  wiih  n.inds  gaping  for  the  ta- 
telle*laalfo'Hl,  which  fomekind  effayit 
his  been  accut^oincd  to  fupply;  1  an 
movci  by  tiie  cjmmif?ration  with  which 
all  hi.man  beings  ought  to  behold  the 
i.t'^VK  ff.s  of  each  other,  to  try  fome  et» 
pcd'cnts  for  their  relief,  and  to  enqpiic 
b\  what  methods  the  li^lefs  may  be  ac- 
tuated, and  the  empty  be  replcnifhed. 

The- re  are  faid  to  be  pleafuret  in 
madn-.fs  known  only  to  madmen. 
There  are  certainiy  miferies  in  idle- 
ncf-i.  which  the  Mhr  only  can  conceive. 
I'hd'e  miferies  I  have  often  felt,  and 
often  bewailed.  I  know,  by  experi- 
ence, Vig>if  ^^Vcomt  i&  every  avocacioii 
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non^  the  thoughts  to  a  new 
i  Ik>w  much  languor  ahd  Ufll- 
-elieverl  by  that  officioufnefs 
I  s  Ji  momentary  amurement  to 
is  ui.able  to  nnd,  it  for  him- 

turally  indifferent  to  thi$  race 
lat  entertainment  they  receive, 
but  entertained.  They  catch, 
1  eagernefs,  at  a  moral  lefture, 
moirs  of  a  robber;  a  predic- 
r  appearance  of  a  comet,  •r 
ition  of  the  chances  of  a  lot- 

ight  therefore  eafily  be  pleafed, 
ifulted  only  their  owu  minds; 
vho  will  not  take  the  trouble 
-or  themfelves,  have  always 
that  thinks  for  them;  and  the 
n  writing  is  to  pleale  thofe 
n  others  learn  to  be  pleafed. 
lifchief  is  done  in  the  world 
ittJe  intereft  or  defign.  He 
»  the  character  of  a  critic, 
i  his  claim  by  perpetual  cen- 
ines  that  he  is  hurting  none 


but  the  author,  and  him  he  confidert  at 
a  p^ftilent  animal,  whom  every  other 
being  has  a  right  to  perfeCvite;  hrtledoes 
bethink  how  many  harm  eC*?  men  he  in- 
volves in  his  own  guilt,  by  teaching 
them  to  be  noxious  without  malignity, 
and  to  repeat  objections  which  they  do  * 
not  miderftiind;  or  how  many  hoar  ft 
minds  he  debars  from  pleafure,  by  ex- 
citing an  artificial  faftidioufnefs,  and 
making  them  too  wife  to  concur  with 
their  own  feniations.  He  who  is  taught 
by  a  critic  to  diflike  that  which  pleated 
him  in  his  natural  fbte,  hat  the  fame 
reafon  to  complain  of  hit  inflruftor,  at 
the  madman  to  rail  at  hit  doAor,  who» 
when  he  thought  himfelf  mafter  of  Peru» 
phyficked  him  to  poverty. 

If  men  will  flruggle  againfl  their  own 
advantage,  they  are  not  to  expeA  that 
the  Idler  will  take  much  pains  u|K>n 
them;  he  has  himfelf  to  pleal'e  att  well 
as  them,  and  has  long  learned,  or  en- 
deavoured to  learn,  not  to  make  tht 
iJeafure  of  others  too  necefLury  to  hit 


N^IV.    SATURDAY,    MAY   6. 

na»7<tc  yk^  ^iXif0-xl«  HoM* 


I T  Y,  or  tendemefs  for  the 
which  is  now  jullly  confider- 
reat  part  of  mankind,  as  in- 
rom  piety,  and  in  which  al- 
e  goovWis  of  the  preftnt  age 
{,    I  think,    known  only  to 

enjoy,  either  immediately  or 
iflion,  the  light  of  revelation, 
ncient  nations  who  have  given 
:ft  models  of  goveniment,  and 
teil  examples  of  patriotifm, 
itutions  have  been  tranfcribed 
:eeding  legiflators,  andwhofe 
Ihidied  by  every  candidate  for 
r  miliury  reputation,  have  yet 
1  them  no  mention  of  alms- 
hofpitals,  of  places  where  age 
o(e,  or  ficknefs  be  relieved. 
>man  emperors,  indeed,  gave 
tives  to  the  citizens  and  fol- 

thefe  diftributions  were  al- 
oned  rather  popular  than  vir- 
thing  more  was  intended  than 
ion  of  liberality,  nor  was  any 
e  expedcdf  Itut  fuffrtgit  mid 


Their  beneficence  was  merely  occa- 
fional;  he  thatceafed  to  need  the  favour 
of  the  people,  ceafed  likewtfe  to  couit 
it  5  and  therefore,  no  man  thought  it  ei- 
ther nccefTary  or  wife  to  make  any  (land- 
ing prqvifion  for  the  needy,  to  look  for- 
wards to  the  wants  of  pofterity,  or  to 
fecure  fuccefTions  of  ch::rity,  for  fucccf- 
fions  of  diftrt-fs. 

Compnflion  is  by  fomc  r(Mfi>ncrs,  on 
whom  the  name  of  philofophtrs  has  been 
too  eafily  conferred,  relblved  into  an  af- 
feflion  merely  fcl6ih,  an  involuntary 
perception  of  pain  at  the  involunniry 
fight  of  a  being  like  ouriirKesi  languiih- 
ing  in  mifery.  But  this  fenlation,  if 
ever  it  be  felt  at  ail  from  the  brute  in- 
ftinft  of  uninftruf^ed  nature,  will  only 
produce  effc^s  defultoiy  and  tranfientj 
It  vni\  never  fettle  into  a  principle  of  ac- 
tion, or  extend  relief  to  calnmit  ►s  nn- 
feen,  in  generations  not  yet  in  beii.g. 

The  devotion  of  lifeor  fortune  to  iht 
fuccour  of  the  poor,  is  a  he-.^b*  of  virnir, 
to  which  humanity  has  never  rilen  by 
ift  own  power.     The  charity  ot  the 
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Mahometans  is  a  precept  which  their 
teacher  evidently  traiifplanted  from  the 
doctrines  of  Ciiriftianitv}  and  ihc  care 
with  which  fonieofthc  Oiiental  le<5ls  at- 
tend, as  is  faid,  to  the  neceflities  of  the 
difeafed  and  indigent,  may  be  added  to 
the  other  arguments,  which  prove  Zo- 
roafter  to  have  borrowed  His  institutions 
from  the  law  of  Mofes. 

The  prefent  age,  though  not  likely  to 
(bine  hereafter  among  the  moft  fplendid 
periods  of  hiftory,  has  yet  given  exam- 
ples of  Charity,  which  may  be  very  pro- 
perly recommended  tp  imitation.  The 
equal  diftribution  of  wealth,  which  long 
commerce  has  produced,  does  not  en- 
able any  (kigle  nand  to  raife  edifices  of 
piety  like  fortified  cities,  to  appropriate 
manors  to  religious  ufes,  or  deal  out  fuch 
large  and  latting  beneficence  as  was 
fcattered  over  the  land  in  ancient  times^ 
by  thofe  who  pofTeHtid  counties  or  pro- 
Yinces.  But  no  fooner  is  a  new  fpecies 
of  mifery  brought  to  view,  and  a  defign 
of  relieving  it  profefled,  than  every  hand 
is  open  to  contribute  'fomething,  every 
tongue  is  bufied  in  folicitation,  and 
every  art  of  pleaAure  is  employed  for  a 
time  in  the  intereft  of  virtue. 

The  moft  apparent  and  prefling  mi- 
ieries  incident  to  man,  have  now  their 
peculiar  houfes  of  reception  and  relief  { 
and  there,  are  few  among  us  raifed  how- 
ever little  above  the  danger  of  poverty^ 
who  may  not  juftly  claim,  what  is  im- 
plored by  the  Mahometans  in  their  moft 
ardent  benedi6lionS|  the  prayers  of  the 
poor. 

Among  thofe  af^ions  which  the  mind 
can  moft  fecurely  review  with  unabated 
pleafure,  is  that  of  having  contributed 
to  an  hofpital  for  the  fick.  Of  fome 
kinds  of  Charity  the  conlcquences  are 
dubious^  fome  evils  which  birneficince 
bas  been  bufy  to  rcmetly,  are  not  cer- 
tainly known  to  be  ve*  y  grievous  to  the 
fuffcrer,  or  detrimental  to  the  commu- 
iiitys  but  no  man  can  qucftion  whether 
Hnrounds  and  ficknefs  are  not  really  pain* 
fttlj  whether  it  be  not  wonhy  of  a  good 
min^s  care  to  reftore  thofe  to  eafe  and 
^iefulntfsf  from  whofc  labour  infants 


and  women  tkpcSi  their  bread,  and  wbo^ 
by  a  cafual  hurt,  or  lingering  difeafe, 
lie  pining  in  wantand  angu*fli,  burthen- 
Ibme  to  others,  and  weary  of  themfelves. 
Yet  as  the  hofpitals  of  the  prefent 
time  fubfift  only  by  gifts  beftowed  at 
pleafure,  without  any  folid  fund  of  fup- 
port,  there  U  danger  left  the  blaze  of 
Charity,  which  now  bums  wJtb  fo  much 
heat  and  fplendour,  ftiould  die  away  for 
want  of  lafting  fuel ;  left  Falbion  fliould 
fuddenly  withdraw  her  fmile,  and  In- 
conftancy  transfer  the  public  attention 
to  fomethiag  which  may  appear  more 
eligible,  becaufe  it  will  be  new. 

Whatever  is  left  in  the  hands  of 
Chance  muft  be  fubje£t  to  viciflitodej 
and  when  any  eftablilhnient  is  found  to 
be  ufeful,  it  ought  to  be  the  next  care 
to  make  it  permanent. 

But  man  is  a  tranfitory  being,  and  kis 
defigns  muft  partake  of  the  imperfe£liona 
of  tbeir  author.  To  confer  duration  is 
not  always  in  our  power.  We  muft 
fnatch  the  prefent  moment,  and  employ 
It  well,  without  too  much  foHcitude  for 
the  future,  and  content  ourfelves  with 
refle^ing  that  our  part  is  performed. 
He  that  waits  for  an  opportunity  to  do 
much  at  once,  msnr  breathe  out  his  life 
in  idle  wiflies,  ana  re|^t,  in  the  laft 
bom*,  bis  vfelefs  intentions,  and  barren 
aeal. 

The  moft  active  promoters  of  the  pre* 
fentfchemes  of  Charitv  cannot  be  cleated 
flt>m  fomeinftances  ofmifcondu^l,  which 
may  awaken  contempt  or  cenfure,  and 
haften  that  neglefl  which  is  likely  to 
come  too  foon  of  itfelf.  The  open  com- 
petitions between  difierent  hofpitals,  and 
the  aniroofity  with  which  their  patrons 
oppofe  one  another,  may  prejndice  weak 
minds  again  ft  them  all.  For  it  will  not 
be  eafily  believed,  that  any  man  can« 
for  good  reafons,  wiih  to  exclude  an- 
other from  doing  good.  The  (Jpirit  of 
Charity  can  only  be  continued  by  a  rt« 
conciliation  of  thefe  ridiculous  feiidi} 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  contentioaa 
who  fhall  be  the  only  bcnefa£lors  to  tile 
needy,  let  there  be  no  other  ftrufgte 
than  who  fliall  be  the  firft. 
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Anac# 


OUR  military  opcntioBt  are  at  laft 
begun}  our  troops  are  marching  in 
all  tkc  pomp  of  war,  and  a  camp  is 
narked  out  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  the 
heart  of  every  Englifhman  now  fwells 
^th  confidence,  though  fomewhat  foft- 
encd  by  generous  compaflion  for  the 
confternation  and  diftre&s  of  our  ene- 
mies. 

This  formidabk  armament  and  fplen- 
djd  march  produce  different  eflfcjts 
upon  different  minds,  according  to  the 
boundlefs  diveriities  of  temper,  occu- 
pation, and  habits  of  thought. 

Many  a  tender  maiden  conHders  her 
lover  as  already  loft,  becaufe  he  cannot 
reach  the  camp  but  by  crofiiog  the  Tea ; 
men,  of  a  more  political  under  Handing, 
are  pcsfuaded  that  we  (hall  now  (ee,  in 
a  few  days,  the  ambaflfadors  of  France 
fupplicacing  for  pity.  Some  are  hoping 
fer  a  bloody  battle,  becaufe  a  bloody 
battle  makes  a  vendible  narrative j  fome 
are  oompofing  fongs  oFviftory;  fume 
plannini^  arches  of  triumph;  and  fome 
are  mixmg  fire- works  for  the  celebia- 
tion  of  a  peace. 

Of  all  estenfive  and  complicated  ob- 
jefts  different  parts  are  fde6Ved  by  diffe- 
rent eyes  J  and  minds  are  varioudy  af- 
£s6Ud,  as  they  vary  their  attention.  The 
.care  of  tbe  pnblicis  now  fixed  upon  our 
Cbldicrty  wiio  are  leaving  their  native 
couBCrjr  to  wander,  none  can  tell  how 
long,  m  the  ^thlefs  defarts  of  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.  The  tender  figh  i'or  their 
fiifibringa,  and  the  gay  drink  to  their 
facccTt.  I,  who  toolc,  or  believe  myfelf 
to  look,  with  more  philo(ophic  eyes  on 
kamanatfaict,  muff  confer,  that  Ifaw 
the  troops  march  with  little  emotion  | 
my  thougkta  were  fixed  upon  other 
fonaii  aM  the  tear  ftolt  into  my  ejres, 
not  for  tboie  who  were  going  away,  but 
for  thole  who  were  left  behind. 

We  faftw  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  our 
Iraopi  will  proceed  with  proper  caution } 
^  tbcreaienmarooaf  them  who  can  take 
careofthMlelvut.  But  how  ffnU  tho 
bdioi  undsM  frithout  thtm?  Bv  what 
mncan,  ibay*  ^"^  have kmhadiw joy 
hathoa  di  driHthi  of  a  iMiir,  now 


amufe  their  hours,  and  folace  their  Repa- 
ration ? 

Of  fifty  thoufand  men,  now  deftinod 
to  different  ftations,  if  we  allow  each  to 
have  been  ocjafioMally  ncceflary  only  to 
four  women,  a  /hort  computation  will 
inform  us,  that  two  hundreil  thoufand 
ladiesare  lefcto  ianguilh  in  ditiref^;  two 
hundred  thouiand  ladies,  who  miitkrun 
to  tales  and  au6lions  with xit  an  atien/U 
ant;  fit  at  the  play,  w.thout  a  critic  to 
dircfl  their  opmion;  buy  ihcirtV^ns  by 
their  Own  judgmenr;  difpofe  (hells  by 
their  own  invention;  walk  in  the  mall 
without  a  gallant;  go  to  the  'jirdens 
without  a  protcftor;  and  fhuIHe  cards 
with  vain  imj^atience,  tor  want  of  a 
fourth  to  comjiitrfe  the  pnrty. 

Of  ihtik  ladies,  ibmr,  I  hope,  hive 
lap-dcgs,  and  Ibme  mon';ies;  but  tliey  ' 
ai*e  imtiatisfa5lory  companiois.  Many 
ufeful  oOices  aie  perloimed  by  men  of 
fcarlet,  to  which  neither  dog  ns.r  mon- 
key has  adc^inte  ahilit'cf.  A  parrot* 
indeed,  is  as  fine  as  d  colonci;  '^nd  if 
he  has  been  much  uiH  to  ^O'  d  com- 
pany, is  net  wholly  wiLiiout  converfii* 
tion;  but  a  parrot,  after  all,  is  a  poor 
little  creature,  and  has  neither  fwori 
nor  (houldtr-knot,  can  neither  danco 
r or  play  at  card:. 

Since  the  foidiers  inuft  obev  the  call 
of  their  duty,  and  go  to  that  fi  leof  the 
.  kingdom  which  faccs  France,  I  know 
not  why  the  ladies,  who  cannot  live 
without  them,  (liCMld  not  follow  them. 
The  prejudices  and  pride  of  man  have 
lone  piv'l'imed  the  fword  and  fpindle 
made  for  different  hands,  and  denied 
the  other  fex  to  partake  the  grandeur  of 
military  glory.  This  notion  may  bo 
confidently  enoui^h  received  in  France, 
where  the  Salic  Law  excludes  fem.ilcs 
fiom  the  throne;  hut  we,  who  allow 
them  to  be  fovereigns,  niay  (urely  fup- 
poie  them  capable  to  he  ibldiera. 

It  were  to  be  wiihed  tlut  (bme  man, 
whole  experience  and  authority  might 
enforce  regard,  would  propole  that  our 
cncampmenttforthe  prefent  year  ftiould 
compffiifi  an  cf\ual  nnvnyxx  xH  tMtv  «^ 
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mingled  bodies.  If  proper  colonels 
were  once  appointed,  and  the  drums 
ordered  to  bcit  t'oi  female  volunteers, 
our  rcj;iinents  would foon  be  filled  witli- 
o«t  the  reproach  or  cruelty  oi  an  ini- 
prt-fs. 

Of  thcfe  heroines,  fome  mighr  ferve 
on  foot,  imdct  the  de/komin  tion  of  the 
Female BufT^;  and  fome  on  horlcback, 
with  the  title  of  Lady  Huffars. 

What  objedllons  can  be  n.ade  to  this 
fcbemc  I  have  endeavoured  maturely  to 
confider,  and  car.net  find  that  a  modern 
foKlier  has  any  duties,  except  that  of 
obedience,  which  a  lady  cannot  per- 
form. If  the  hair  has  ioft  it's  powder, 
a  lady  has  a  puff  j  if  a  coat  be  fpotted, 
a  lady  has  a  bruflb.  Strength  is  of  lefs 
imponance  fince  fire-  arms  have  been 
ufed;  blows  of  the  hand  are  now  feldom 


exchanged;  and  what  is  there 

in  the  charge  or  the  retreat  I 

powers  of  a  fprightly  maiden! 

Our  mafculine  fquadrons  w 

riofe  themfelves  difgraced  by 
i.iries,  till  they  have  done 
which  women  could  nat  h 
The  troops  of  Brnddock  neve 
enemies,  and  perhaps  weiec' 
women.  If  our  American  g 
hestkd  an  army  of  girl?,  he 
have  built  a  fort,  and  talcei 
Minorca  been  defended  by  a  f 
rifon,  it  might  have  been  fi 
as  it  was,  without  a  breach; 
not  but  think,  that  feven  the 
men  might  have  ventured  i 
Rochfort,  fack  a  village,  r< 
yard,  and  return  in  fafety. 


N"  VI.     SATURDAY,    MAY    20. 


Tafxttov  i^iln^  /fmr<t   yv»i. 


Gr.  Pbo. 


TH  E  lady  who  had  iindertaken  to 
ride  on  one  horfe  i  thoufand  miles 
in  a  thoufr\nd  hours,  has  compleated 
her  journey  m  little  more  than  two- thirds 
of  the  lime  (lipulated,  andwascondufVed 
through  the  lait  mile  with  triumphal  ho- 
nours. Acclamation  fliouted  befoi'e  her, 
and  all  the  flowers  of  the  Spring  were 
fcatttred  in  her  way. 

Every  heart  ought  to  rejoice  when 
true  merit  is  dilVmguifhed  with  public 
notice.  lam  far  from  wifhing  either  to 
t^e  Amazon  or,  her  hor^'e  any  diminution 
ofhappinefs,  or  fame,  and  cannot  but 
lament  that  they  were  not  more  amply 
and  fuitabiy  rewarded. 

There  was  once  a  time  when  wreaths 
of  bays  or  oak  were  confidered  as  re- 
compences  equal  to  the  molt  wearifome 
labours  and  terrlBc  dangers,  and  when 
the  miferics  of  long  marches  and  llomiy 
leas. were  at  once  driven  from  the  re- 
membrance by  the  fragrance  of  a  gar- 
>  land. 

If  this  heroine  had  ber n  born  in  an- 
cient time,  (he  might  perhaps  have  been 
delighted  with  the  fimpliciiy  of  ancient 
gratitude}  or  if  any  thin^was  wanting 
to  fiill  fatisfaAion,  (he  might  have  fup- 
plied  the  deficiency  with  the  hope  of  dei- 
hcation,  and  anticipated  the  altars  that 
wouM  be  r^ifcd,  and  the  vows  that 
ivouJd  be  made,  by  futnn  candidates 


for  equellrian  ftlory,  to  thef 
the  race  and  the  goddefs  of  th 

But  Fate  referved  her  for 
lightened  age,  which  has 
leaves  and  lowers  to  be  tranfii 
which  cor.liders  profit  as  the 
noui  J  and  rates  the  event  ol 
dertaking  only  by  the  moi 
gained  or  loft.  In  thefe  day 
the  road  with  daides  and  i 
mock  merit  and  delude  hope. 
mm  will  not  give  his  jewe 
mercer  meafure  out  his  filks 
table  coin.  A  primrofe,  the 
up  under  the  feet  of  the  mol 
courfer,  will  neither  be  rec 
flake  at  cards,  nor  procure  i 
oj)er«,  nor  buy  candles  for  : 
lace  fora  livery.  And  thou, 
many  virtuofos,  whofc  fole 
to  potfefs  fomething  which  ci 
in  no  other  hand,  yet  fome 
accuftomed  to  ftore  their  c 
theft  than  purchafe,  and  noi 
would  either  fteal  or  buy  one 
m  of  gratulation  till  he  kn< 
the  reft  are  totally  deftroyed. 

Little  theff«fore  did  it  ara 
derful  lady  to  be  received,  h 
fully,  with  fuch  obiblete  and 
monies  of  praife.  Had  th 
covered  vr\l\\  ^\t\e«L%,  \Yiov 
\he  tenth  part  of  t!^«  \aSi  veu 


N  hveconfiikrcd  her  (kill  and  dlligenc?  as 
not  wholly  \oA ;  and  might  have  rejoicevi 
Inthcfpeed  ^nd  pcrlVvci anct  which  h:«d 
left  her  lu'-h  fup-rfloity  of  time,  that  Ihe 
could  at  Itifurc  gather  her  n-ward  wiih- 
outtbcdaiii5crol  Atalajua*s  mircariia,;c. 

So  much  ground  could  not,  incVcii, 
have  becD  paved  with  gdld  hut  at  a  large 
expence;  and  we  arj  al  prefent  engaged 
in  war,  whi:h  demands  and  enforces 
frugality.  But  common  nilet  are  m.ide 
only  for  common  life,  and  fome  devia- 
ticn  from  general  policy  may  be  allow- 
ed in  fivour  of  a  lady,  tnat  rode  a  thou- 
&nd  miles  in  athoufind  hours. 

Since  the  fpiiit  of  anti«piity  fo  much 
pre?aiU  ainongft  \is,  that  even  en  this 
great  occafi  »h  wc  have  given  flower^  in- 
land of  m,ney,  let  us  at  leail  complete 
our  imitaticm  of  the  ancients,  and  endea- 
vour to  tranfmit  to  pollerity  the  memory 
.of  that  vinue,  which  wc  confideras  lu- 
pcrior  to  pecuniary  recomjjence.  Let  :in 
e^uedrian  ftatueef  this  ne  cine  be  ere£l- 
Mi  near  the  ftarting-{>oit  on  the  heath 
of  Newmarket,  to  fill  kindred  fouls  with 
emulation,  and  tell  the  grand-daughters 
of  ourgmnd-daughtei-s  what  an  Engliih 
ouidn  has  once  performed. 

Al  ercnts,  however  illuftrious,  are 
foon  obfcured  if  they  are  intruded  to 
tndition,  I  think  it  neceffary,  that  the 
Ifltftal  ibould  be  infcribed  with  a  con- 
ciie  account  of  this  g|'cat  performance. 
The  compofition  of  this  naiTative  ought 
Bot  to  be  committed  rafhly  to  improper 
liudt.  If  the  rhetoricians  of  Ncwmar- 
l^vbo  may  be  fuppofed  likely  to  con- 
^vt  in  it's  full  ftrength  the  dignity  of 
j^fubied,  (hould  undeitake  to  exprefs 
ti  there  is  danger  left  they  admit  JTome 
P^tniet  which,  though  t/ell  underftood 


at  prefent,  may  be  ambiguous  in  an- 
other gcntury.  If  pollcriiy  IhouU  read 
o.^  a  public  monument,  that  thd  laJj 
caniej  her  karft  a  tbouj'and  ri'les  in  a 
ih'jitjand  hours y  the/  iijuy  th-nkrliat  the 
llat  c  and  Jiifcripii.in  aj"c  atv.'iiunce,  be- 
c:u)<e  one  wiii  icpitfent  the  horfc  as  ral- 
lying his  lady,  and  the  other  tcU  that 
the  Indy  carried  her  horfe. 

Sonic  doiTbts  likev/iiw*  may  be  r:uf«*d 
by  I'^eculariits,  and  Ibme  controvoifirt 
be  agitated  among  hiltorian»,  cuocern- 
ing  the  motive  as  well  as  ilic  manne:  of 
th,i  a<5lion.  As  it  will  be  known,  thtit 
this  wonder  was  pcrformeH  in  a  tim:*  of 
-wai ,  lome  will  fwppofc  that  the  lady  was 
flighted  by  invaders,  and  .fled  to  pif.:ci  ve 
her  life  or  her  chaltity :  otneis  will  con- 
jcflure,  that  ihc  was  thus  honoured  for 
fome  intelligence  carried  of  the  ci.emy's 
de;.g;iS:  fome  will  think  that  (he  brought 
ne..5>  of  a  viftoryj  others,  that  fhe  was 
commiflioned  to  tell  of  a  confpiracy  j  and 
Ibme  will  congratulate  ihemfelvcs  o» 
their  acuter  penetration,  and  find,  tliat 
all  thcfe  notions  of  pattiotifm  and  pub- 
lic fpirit  are  improbable  and  chimerical  j 
they  will  confidently  tell,  that  Ih.*  only 
ran  away  from  her  guardians,  and  that 
the  true  caules  of  her  Ipced  were  fear 
and  love. 

Let  it  therefore  be  carefully  mention, 
ed,  that  by  this  pci  foi  inance.  Jhe  ai«« 
her  wager;  and,  lelt  this  ihould,  by 
any  change  of  manners,  feeni  an  inade- 
quate or  incredible  incitement,  let  it  be 
addedf  that  at  this  time  the  original  mo* 
tives  of  human  a^lions  had  loli  their  in- 
fluence; that  the  love  of  praiie  was  ex- 
tinct; the  fear  of  infamv  was  become 
ridi^iilo.is;  and  the  c  nly  wiOi  of  aa 
Enoliihman  was,  to  ivin  bis  wagen 


NO  VII.    SATURDAY,  MAY  27. 


ONE  of  the  principal  amuiements  of 
the  Idler  IS  to  read  the  works  of 
"^  minute  hiftorians  the  writers  of 
JJJJ*!  who,  though  contempt\ioufl  y  over- 
p^ttl  by  the  compofers  of  bulky  vo- 
•JJ^etf  are  yet  necelfary  in  a  nation 
?*«niuch  wealth  produces  much  lei- 
J"**  and  one  part  of  the  people  has  r.o- 
^^  to  do  but  to  obferre  the  lives  and 
*"«ncs  of  ihe  other. 

,  To  u$,  who  ate  regtded  every  morn- 
^^/  eveiiirg  with  iptelligcncc,  and 
^ milled  from  day  to  day  with  mate- 


rials for  converfation,  ir  is  difficult  to 
conceive  bow  man  cm  I'ubfift  withe  tit  a 
news-paper,  or  to  wliat  entertainment 
companies  CHn  aflcmblc,  in  thofc  wide 
regions  of  the  carih  that  have  neither 
Chionides  nor  Magazines,  neither  Ga- 
zettes nor  Advertifcrs,  neither  Jouiuals 
nor  Evening  PolU. 

There  aie  never  great  Humbert  Uvvk^ 
nation,  ^hofc  TeAJLOU  ot  \tvNtti\\fMv  c'V^ 
find  employ tntnt  W:  t\\t\t  \»cv^>oe^^Ni\iic 
can  raifc  a  pWCmg  dv^cQMtCe  Xkcaw  ^ 
own  dock  o{  lLtiwUvsit.u\.^  ^Aii  Vcga.^ 
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and  tho'V  ^cw  who  have  qualified  them- 
fclves  by  f^culation  for  general  dilqui- 
iitions,  ar»:  Toon  left  without  an  audi- 
ence. The  common  talJc  of  men  muil 
relate  to  fafts  in  which  the  talkers  hav^:, 
or  think  ihcy  have,  an  intcrcll;  :.nd 
where  luch  fafts  cannot  be  known,  the 
pl':»ifurcs  of  focicty  will  be  merely  fen- 
fusl.  Thus  the  natives  of  the  Maho- 
metan cmpiies,  who  ar;5roach  moll 
nearly  to  European  civility,  have  no 
•higher  pleafure  at  their  convivial  aflem- 
blies  than  to  hear  a  piper,  or  gaze  upon 
a  tumbler,  and  no  com  any  can  ke:p 
together  longer  than  they  are  diverted  by 
founds  or  (hows. 

All  foreignei  s  remark,  th.it  the  know- 
ledge  of  the  common  people  of  England 
is  greater  than  th.it  ot  any  other  vulgar. 
This  Aipcriority  we  undoubtedly  owe  to 
the  rivulets  of  intellii^cnce,  which  are 
continually  trickling  among  us,  which 
every  one  may  catch,  and  of  which  eveiy 
onl  partakes. 

This  univerfal  difFufion  of  infti-uftion 
is,  perha;)s,  not  wholly  without  it's  in- 
conveniences; it  certainly  fills  the  na- 
tion with  fuperficial.difputants;  enables 
thofe  to  talk  who  weie  born  to  work; 
and  affords  information  fufHcient  to  elate 
vanity,  and  ftiffen  obftinacy,  but  too 
little  to  enhrge  the  mind  into  compleat 
(kill  for  full  comprehenfion. 

Whatever  is  found  to  gratify  the  pub- 
lic, will  be  multiplied  by  the  emulation 
of  venders  beyond  necefhty  or  ufe.  This 
plenty  indeed  produces  cneapnefs,  but 
cheapncfi  always  ends  in  negligence  and 
depravation. 

The  compilation  of  news-papers  is 
often  committed  to  narrow  and  merce- 
nary minds,  not  c[ualified  for  the  talk  of 
delighting  or  inlhncling;  who  are  con- 
tent to  hll  their  paper,  with  whatever 
matter,  without  induftry  to  gather>  or 
difceniment  to  fclc6h 

Thus  journals  are  daily  multiplied 
without  mcrcafc  of  knowledge.  The 
tale  of  the  morning  paper  is  told  aeain 
in  the  evening,  and  the  narratives  of  the 
eveningare  bought  again  in  the  morn- 
ing. Thefe  rejTCtitions,  indeed,  wafte 
time,  but  they  do  not  (honen  it.  The 
moft  ea^er  peniTt-r  of  ne-.N-s  is  tired  before 
he  has  complcattd  his  labour,  and  many 
a  man  who  enters  ihe  cqttec-hnufe  in  his 
night -gown  and  fUpj)ei"s,  is  called  away 
to  hi*  fhop,  or  his  dinner,  before  he  has 
well  confidercd  the  fine  of  Europe. 

ft  >5  lUfcoftrcd  by  Reaumur,  that 


fpiders  might  make  filk,  if  theyco!iI<l 
be  pcrluaded  to  live  in  peace  togei'ici- 
Th'_- writers  of  news,  if^l':e:' co'dd  t>c 
confw'dcrated,  might  give  mo.e  pleasure 
to  the  pa!»lic.  il.z  morning ai.d  cv«i n- 
ing  authors  might  divide  un  event  b>c- 
twecn  them  5  a  lin^lo  a^ion,  and  thiat 
not  ot  much  imjicrtjince,  might  hegr"~a- 
dually  difcovercd,  lo  Jjs  to  vary  a  v'K«^lc 
week  with  joy,  aiixi.rv.  a.-id  conjeJmrc. 

We  know  th:tt  a  FicmcIi  fhip  of  vwr  ar 
was  lately  taken  by  a  fhjp  of  tngltii.  J  ; 
but  this  event  wa<  fuffcred  to  burlt  uf>on 
us  all  at  once,  and  then  whatwekii^>^ 
already  was  echoed  from  day  to  dc^y» 
and  from  week  to  week. 

Let  us  fuppofe  thefe  fpiders  of  lite»'a- 
ture  to  fpin  together,  and  enquire  to 
what  an  extenfive  web  fuch  another  ever  rit 
might  be  regularly  drawn,  and  how  £lx, 
morning  and  fix  evening  writers  mi^Ht 
agi'ee  to  retail  their  articles. 

On  Monday  Morning  the  captain  o"^  a 
fhip  ftiight  arrive,  who  left  the  Frif <c«J  *' 
of  France,  and  the  Bulldog,  Capraki»» 
Grim,  in  light  of  one  another,  fo  tt*^* 
an  engaf^ement  feemed  unavoidable. 

Mofiday  Evening,  A  (bund  of  cann  on 
was  heard  off  Cape  Finillerre,  fuppoi5e<i 
to  he  thofe  of  the  Bulldog  and  FnfeLii*- 

Tuefday  Morning.  It  was  this  mo rx»* 
ing  reported,  that  the  Bulldog  engag«^ 
the  Frifeur,  yard-arm  and  yaitl-ajrmi 
three  glaffes  and  a  half,  but  was  oblifiTi^^ 
to  fheer  off  for  want  of  powder.  It  i* 
hoped  that  enquiry  will  be  made  into  tl»>< 
affair  in  a  proper  place. 

Tuefday  Evening,  The  account  <^f 
the  engagement  between  the  BuUdojf 
and  Frifeur  was  premature. 

WedneJUay  Morning,  Another  exprr  »• 
is  arrived,  whi^h  brings  news,  that  th».* 
Frifeur  had  loll  all  her  malts,  and  thr^^* 
hundred  of  her  men,  in  the  late  engage  * 
ment;  and  that  Captain  Grim  is  coo:*'  * 
into  harbour  much  fhattered. 

Wednefday  Evening,  We  hear  tli^  ^ 
the  brave  Captai.i  Grim,  having  etf:-  * 
pended  his  powder,  projwfed  to  enti^^ 
the  Frifeur  fwoM  in  hand;  but  that  hi^  ^ 
lieutenant,  the  nephew  of  a  certain  w>^  " 
bleman,  remonftiatcd  againrt  it. 

TTiurfday  Morning,  We  wait  imp^^  ' 
liently  for  a  full  account  of  the  late  «►  J] 
gagemcnt  between  the  Bulldog  aiC^ 
Fnfeur. 

Thurfday  Evening,   It  is  faid  thatth^^ 
Order  of  the  Bath  will  be  fcnt  to  Ca^-" 
taJTi  Grim, 
Friday  MQrmng,    A  certain  lord  ^^ 
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ralty  has  been  hcard-to  fay  of  a 
i)ytain,  that  if  he  had  done  his 
ertain  French  ihip  might  have 
n.  It  was  not  thus  that  merit 
rded  in  the  days  gf  Cromwell. 
Evemnf.  There  it  certain  in- 
at  the  Admiralty*  that  theFri- 
&en,  after  a  refimnce  of  about 

tf  Mantag.  A  letter  from 
'  ffUDnera  S  the  BoDdbg  men- 
acing of  the  Frifeur,  and  at- 
eir  fuccefs  wholly  to  the  bravery 


and  refolution  of  Captain  Gnm»  who 
never  owed  any  of  his  advancement  to 
borough-jobbers,  or  any  other  con  upters 
of  the  people. 

Saturday  Evening,  Captain  Grim 
arrived  at  the  Admiralty,  with  an  account 
that  he  engaged  the  Friieur.,  a  (hip  of 
e^ual  force  with  his  own*  off  Cape  Fi- 
'mfterre,  and  took  her  aftet*  an  obninate 
re(iftance»  haWng  killed  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  French,  with  the  lofs  of 
ninety-five  of  his  own  men. 


N^  Vm,    SATURDAY,  JUNE  3. 
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e  of  publick  danger,  it  is 
man''s  duty  to  withdraw  his 
in  fome  meafure  from  his  pri- 
reft,  and  employ  part  of  his 
die  general  welfare.  National 
>aght  to  be  the  refult  of  na- 
fdom,  a  plan  formed  by  ma- 
ideration  and  diligent  fele^lion 
Jl  the  fchemes  which  may  be 
and  all  the  information  which 
rocured. 

battle,  ereij  man  fhould  fight 
was  ihe*(ingte  champion;  in 
one  for  war,  tvf  ry  man  fhould 
s  if  the  lat^  event  depended  on 
lei.  None  can  irll  what  difco- 
re  within  his  re:tch,  or  how 
may  contribute  to  the  public 

if  thefe  confidcratlcns,  I  have 
'  reviewed  the  procels  of  the 
i  find,  what  every  other  man 
id,  that  we  have  hitherto  adcied 
to  our  military  reputation :  that 
ime  we  have  been  beaten  by 
whom  we  did  not  fee;  and  at 
have  avoided  the  fight  of  ene- 
d  we  (hould  be  beaten. 
her  our  troops  are  defective  in 
e  or  in  coumjE^e,  is  not  very  uie- 
inquire ;  they  evidently  .want 
ig  nccellary  to  fuccefs ;  and  he 
il  fupply  that  want  will  deferve 
lis  country. 

ifTT  of  an  eneffiy  has  always  been 
ui  politic  and  honourable,  and 
;  I  hope  it  will  raife  no  preju- 
ainft  nw  project,  to  confefs  that 
red  it  trom  a  Frenchman0 


When  the  Ifle  of  Rhodes  was,  many 
centuries  ago,  in  the  hands  of  that  mi- 
litary order  now  called  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  it  was  ravaged  by  t  Dragon,  who 
inhabited  a  den  under  a  rock,  from 
which  he  iflTucd  forth  when  he  was  bun- 
gry  or  wanton,  and  withont  fear  or 
mercy  devoured  men  and  beads  as  they 
came  in  his  way.  Many  councils  were 
held,  and  many  devices  of&red,  for  his 
deflru51ion;  but  as  his  back  was  armed 
with  impenetrable  fcalcs,  none  would 
venture  to  attack  him.  At  laft  Dudon, 
a  French  knight,  undertook  the  deli- 
verance of  the  ifland.  From  fome  place 
of  fccurity  he  took  a  view  of  the  dra- 
gon, or,  as  a  modern  foldier  would  fay, 
reconnoitered  him,  and  obferved  that  his 
belly  was  naked  and  vulnerable.  He 
then  returned  home  to  take  his  arrange' 
mentsi  and,  by  a  veryexaA  imitation 
of  nature,  made  a  dragon  of  pafteboard, 
in  the  belly  of  which  ho  put  beef  and 
mntton,  and  accuftomed  two  rtuidy 
malbffs  to  feed  themfelvcs,  by  tearing 
their  way  to  the  concealed  flefh.  When 
his  dog:s  were  well  praflifcd  in  this  me- 
tho«l  of  plunc?cr,  he  rrurchcd  out  with 
them  at  his  hetU,  idI  fhewcd  them  the 
dragon;  they  rufhor.  upon  him  in  quell 
of  their  dinner;  Dudon  haltered  his 
fcull,  while  they  lacer.tcdhisbellyj  and 
neither  his  lling  r.or  chws  were  able  to 
defend  him. 

Something:  like  this  might  he  praf>ifed 
in  our  prcfent  ihfe:  Let  a  fortification 
be  raifed  on  Sal.lbury  Pbin,  refembling 
Breft,  or  Toulon,  or  Paris  itidf,  with 
all  the  ufual  preparations  for  defence  t 
let  the  inclofure  be  filled  with  betf  and 
ale:  let  the  foldier^,  trom  fviwvt  ^Tt^^t 
cmineacci  (ccftun*  >waN\ti^>i>{otk\\w^ 
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and  here  and  there-  a  plump  landlady 
hurry  in?  about  with  pots  in  her  hands. 
When  thev  are  fufticicntly  animated  to 
advance,  lead  them  in  exa6l  order,  with 
fife  and  drum,  to  that  Hde  whence  the 
wind  blows,  till  they  come  within  the 
fcent  of  roail  medt  and  tobacco.  Con* 
trivc  that  they  may  approach  the  place 
failing  about  an  bbur  after  dinner-time, 
aiTure  them  that  there  is  no  daoger,  and 
con;mand  an  attack. 

If  nobody  within  either  moves  or 
fpi^aks,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  may 
cai TV  thff  place  by  dorm;  but  if  a  panic 
^culd  feize  them,  it  will  be  proper  to 
(if  fer  the  enterprise  to  a  more  hungry 
hour.  When  they  have  entered,  let 
them  fill  their  bellies  and  leturn  to  the 
camp. 

On  the  next  day  let  the  fame  place  be 
fl:ewn  them  agadny  but  with  fome  addi- 
tions of  ftrengtJi  or  terror.  I  cannot 
pretend  to  inform  our  generals  through 
what  gradations  of  danger  they  (hall 
train  their  nicn  to  foitiiude.  They  bell 
know  w!iat  the  fuKiicrs  and  what  them* 
JciVes  can  bear.  It  will  be  proper  that 
the  war  diould  every  day  vary  it's  ap- 
pearance. Sometimes,  as  they  mount 
the  raropkrt,  a  cook  may  throw  fat  up- 
on the  fire,  to  accuftom  them  to  a  fud- 
den  blaze;  and  Ibmetimcs,  by  the  clatter 
of  empty  pots,  thty  m  ly  be  inured  to 
formidable  noiies.  But  let  it  never  be 
•  forgotten,  that  viftcry  mull  repofe  With 
a  full  belly. 

In  time  it  will  be  proper  to  bring  our 
French  prifoners  from  tlie  coaft,  and 


place  them  upon  the  viralls 
order.  At  their  firll  appcai 
hands  muft  be  tied,  but  they 
lowed  to  grin.  In  a  montl 
guard  the  place  with  their  ha 
provided  that  on  pain  of  dea 
forbidden  to  ftrike. 

By  this  method  our  army 
be  brought  to  look  an  ciicmy 
But  it  has  been  lately  obierve 
is  received  by  the  ear  as  well 
and  the  Indian  wai-ciy  is rej 
too  dreadful  to  be  endured; 
that  will  force  the  hravtd  vcte 
his  weapon,  and  dcfcrt  his 
will  deafen  his  ear,  and  chil' 
that  will  neitlurr  fuflPer  him  t 
del  s  or  to  feci  fhame,  or  reia 
fibility  but  the  dte^d  of  deatl 

That  the  lavage  clamour 
barbarians  fliould  thus  ter 
difciplinrd  to  war,  and  rang 
with  arms  in  their  hands, 
(Irange.  But  this  is  no  timi 
I  atn  of  opinion,  that,  by  a  { 
ture  of  affcs,  bulls,  turkeys, 
trag.'dians,  a  noiie  mi^ht  b 
equally  horrid  with  the  war-< 
our  men  have  been  encoui'a} 
quent  v»6lori'"s,  rothing  will 
to  qualify  their,  for  exneme 
a  fudden  concert  of  ternlic  v 
When  they  have  endured  th 
let  thcni  be  led  to  acHon,  a 
are  no  longer  to  be  frighten 
who  can  beai*  at  once  the 
the  Gauls>  and  the  howl  ol 
ricans. 
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•!•» 


I  Have  read  you;  that  is  a  favour  few 
authors  can  boaft  of  having  received 
from  me  bcfidet  yourfelf.  My  intention 
in  ttliing  you  of  it  is  to  intorm  you,  that 
you  have  both  ple^fed  and  angered  me, 
Ntver  did  writer  appear  fo  delightful  to 
me  as  you  did  when  you  adopted  the 
name  of  the  Idler.    But  what  a  falling, 
off  was  there  when  your  firft  produfcion 
was  brought  to  light!    A  nn'iiral  irre- 
'  /ifhhie  attachment  to  that  favourable 
pa/lion,  u£f/^g,  had  kd  no:  to  hope  for 
indul^tijct  trom  the  Idler,  but  I  And 
huu  J  iUanger  to  die  Qtkp 


What  rules  has  he  propof 
unbrace  the  (lackened  nerv 
the  heavy  eye  of  inattention 
fmooth  feature  and  the  u 
mufcle;  or  procure  infenfu 
whole  animal  compofirion. 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the 
(ings  I  promifed  myfelf  th( 
of,  when  I  committed  vie 
myfelf,  by  mudering  up  all 
to  fet  about  i;eadmg  you ;  h\ 
appointed  in  them  all;  and  t 
eleven  in  the  morning  h  (li 
to  me  as  before,  and  I  find 
my  cloaths  (l\U  as  ua\T\fv\\ 
Ous.  Oh  that  ouv  c\\n\ait ' 
that  orij^al  nakednei^  Nvb 
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HijjpT  Indians  to  this  day  enjoy!  How 
many  anrolicitous  hoprs  fhould  I  bafk 
^mjf  warmed  in  bed  by  the  fun^s  glo- 
riousb^ms,  could  I,  like  them,  tum- 
ble from  thence  in  a  moment,  when  ne- 
cdTity  obliges  me  to  endure  the  torment 
of  petting  upon  my  legs.    . 

But  wherefore  do  I  talk  to  yod  upon 
fubjeds  of  this  delicate  nature;  you  who 
fecm  ignorant  of  the  inexpreifible  charms 
ef  the  elbow,  chair,  attended  With  i  foft 
fool  for  the  elevation  of  the  feet!  Thus, 
ncint  of  thought,  do  I  indulge  the 
Inre-long  day. 

You  may  define  bappinefs  as  you 
pleafe;  I  embrace  that  opinion  which 
nikes  it  confift  in  the  abfence  of  pain. 
To  reflect  is  pain;  to  ftir  is  pain;  there- 
fore I  nerer  refle^l  or  ftir  but  when  I 
onnot  belp  it.  Perhaps  you  will  call 
J"7  fchtme  of  life  Indolence,  and  there* 
^  riiink  the  Idler  excufed  from  taking 
>ny  notice  of  me:  but  I  have  always 
^ed  upon  Indolence  and  Idlenefs  as 
*<f»n)ej  and  fp  deiire  you  will  now 
*»d  then,  while  you  profefs  yourfcif  of 
^  hateniity,  take  fome  notice  of  me, 
^  oriieri  in  my  (ituation,  who  think 
^  hare  a  right  to  your  affiftance;  or 
'wnqoifc  the  name. 

You  may  publifh,  burni  or  deftroy 
^'•i  juft  as  you  are  in  the  humour ;  it 
|>  ^  to  one  but  I  forget  that  I  wrote 
"»  before  it  reaches  you.  I  believe  you 
"^7  find  a  motto  for  it  in  Hdhice,  but 
*^naot  reach  him  without  getting  out 
^>ny  chair;  that  is  a  fufficient  reafon 
w  my  not  affixing  any.  And  beine 
**'ged  10  fit  upright  to  ring  the  bell 
'*  my  fervant  to  convey  this  to  the 
P"ny-poft,  if  I  flip  the  opportunity  of 
1^*  being  now  in  the  room,  makes  me 
**'^  off  abruptly. 

.  This  corref|iondent,  whoever  he  be, 

It  not  to  be  difmilTed  wifhout  fome  to- 

^t  of  regard.  There  is  no  mark  more 

CQtu'n  of  a  genuine  Idler,  than  uneafi- 

mA  without  molertatioDi  and  complaint 

without  a  grievance.      • 

Yet  my  gratitude  to  the  contributor 

'  of  half  a  paper  (hall  not  wholly  over- 

poivermy  (incerity.    I  muA  inform  you, 

that,  with  all  his  pretenfions,  he  that 

calls  for  di^eaions  to  be  idle,  is  yet  but 

ia  the  radimients  of  Idlenefs,  and  has 

attained  neither  themBice  nor  theory 

«f  waMing  life.     The  true  nature  of 

Id/eneA  he  will  know  in  thne^  by  con« 

mmmgr  ta  be  idle.     Virgil  felft  irt  of 


an  impetuous  and  rapid  being,  thatac* 
quires  ftrenph  by  motion.  The  Idler 
acquires  weight  by  lying  iKiU. 

The  'vis  inertist,  the  quality  of  refill- 
ing all  externa]  impullt,  is  hourly  in- 
ereafing;  the  reftlels  and  trouhlelcme 
faculties  of  attention  and  diftin6lion,  re- 
fle£lion  on  the  paft,  and  folicituJe  for 
the  future,  by  a  long  indulgence  of 
Idlenefs,  will,  like  tapers  in  uneLiftic 
air,  be  gradually  extin^ifliedi  and  the 
officious  lover,  the  vigilant  foliier,  the 
bufy  trader,  may,  by  a  judicious  com- 
pofure  of  his  mind,  fink  into  a  (late  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  brute  matter;  in 
which  he  (hall  retain  the  confcioufnefs 
of  his  own  exigence,  only  by  an  obtufe 
languor,  and  druwfy  difcontcnt. 

This  is  the  loweft  (lage  to  which  the 
favourites  of  Idlenefs  can  defcend;  thefe 
regions  of  undelijp;hted  quiet  can  be  en- 
tered by  few.  Of  thofe  that  are  prepar- 
ing to  (ink  down  into  their  (hade,  Come 
are  roufed  into  a6lion  by  Avance  or 
Ambition,  fome  are  awakened  by  the 
Voice  of  Fame,  fome  allured  by  the  (m  le 
of  Beauty,  and  many  with- held  by  the 
importunities  of  Want.  Of  all  the  ene- 
mies of  Idlenefs,  Want  is  the  moft  for- 
midable. Fame  is  Toon  found  to  he 
a  found,  and  Love  a  dream;  Avarice 
and  Ambition  may  be  juftlv  fofpeOiUil 
of  privy  confederacies  with  Jdlenr(s{  tor 
when  they  have  for  a  while  protciie«t 
their  votaries,  they  often  deliver  tliein  up 
to  end  their  lives  under  her  jicminior.. 
Want  always  ftruggles  nc^ninfl  IllL-ntls, 
but  Want  herfelt  is  often  overconr; 
and  every  hour  (hews  the  careful  cb- 
ferver,  thofe  who  hud  rather  live  in  taic 
than  in  plenty. 

So  wide  is  the  rriorr.  of  T  llcnefi,  nnd 
fo  powerful  her  influencr.  But  fh.r  «.!.>e» 
not  immediately  confer  r^li  her  £;ifts. 
My  correfpondent,  who  fici.'.s,  \v\A\  u\\ 
his  errors,  worthy  cf  a:lv»ce,  xrw'X  b- 
told,  that  he  is  calling  loo  hr.ihiy  f ;  r 
the  laft  efFufion  of  totai  inlenfib:li!y- 
Whatevcr  he  may  have  hcen  lauclit  l.y 
unfkilful  Idlers  to  believe,  hh:jui  U  n.r- 
cefl'ary  in  his  initiation  to  iJlcncCs.  lie 
that  never  labours  may  know  the  pan.* 
of  Idlenefs,  but  not  the  pl-'furr.  The 
comfort  is,  that  if  he  devotes  himl«.it 
to  infcnfibility,  he  will  <!^iiy  kngih^n 
the  intervals  of  Idlenefs,  and  thorttn 
thofe  of  labour,  i\\\  ux  W^  VnN'^vV^  V* 
down  to  reft,  and  txoXotvvi  <\\^\\x\n  SJcv^ 
worM  or  Vi\tnCe\C  V)"^  \>>3LWk<i  at  ^av^\ic<' 
tSw.  
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Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  gire  him 
that  information  which,  perhaps,  after 
all,  he  did  not  want;  for  a  true  Idler 


often  calls  for  that  which  he  kn 
ne\'er  to  be  bad,  and  aiks  queftions 
he  does  not  delire  ever  to  be  anfwc 
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CREDULITY,  or  Confidence  of 
opinion  too  great  for  the  evidence 
from  which  opinion  is  derived,  we  find 
to  be  a  general  weaknefs  imputed  by 
every  Ce&.  and  party  to  all  others,  and 
indeed  by  every  man  to  every  other  man. 

Of  all  kinds  of  Credulity,  the  mod  ob- 
llinate  and  wonderful  is  that  of  political 
zealots  i  of  men,  who,  being  number- 
td,  they  know  not  how  or  why,  in  any 
of  the  parties  that  divide  a  ftate,  refign 
the  ufe  of  their  own  eyes  and  ears,  and 
refolve  to  believe  nothing  that  does  not 
favoiu:  thofe  whom  they  profefs  to  fol- 
low. 

The  bigot  of  philofophy  is  feduced  by 
authorities  which  he  has  not  always  op* 
pormnities  to  examine,  is  entangled  in 
iyftems  by  which  truth  and  falfhood  are 
inextricably  complicated,  or  undertakes 
to  talk  on  Aibje^ts  which  nature  did  not 
form  him  able  to  comprehend. 

TheCartefian,  who  denies  that  hit 
horfe  feels  the  fpur,  or  that  the  hai«  is 
afraid  when  the  hounds  approach  her; 
the  difciple  of  Malbranche,  who  main- 
tains that  the  man  was  not  hurt  by 
the  bullet,  which,  according  to  vulgar 
apprehenfion,  fwept  away  his  lers^  the 
follower  of  Berkeley,  who,  while  he 
fits  writing  at  his  table,  declares  that  he 
has  neither  table,  paper,  nor  fingers; 
have  all  the  honour  at  leaft  of  being  de- 
ceived by  fallacies  not  eafily  detcfled, 
and  may  plead  that  they  did  not  forfake 
truth,  but  f«r  appearances  which  they 
were  not  able  to  diftinguifli  from  it. 

But  the  man  who  engages  in  a  party 
has  feldom  to  do  with  any  thing  remote 
or  abftrufe.  The  prefent  ftate  of  things 
is  before  his  eyes^  and,  if  he  cannot  be 
fatisfied  without  rctrofpeiStion,  yet  he 
feldom  extends  his  views  beyond  the 
hiftorical  events  of  the  laft  centur)'.  All 
the  knowledge  that  lie  can  want  is  with- 
in his  attainment,  and  moftof  the  argu- 
ments which  he  can  hear  are  within  his 
capacity. 

Yet  lo  it  is  that  an  Idler  meets  €veiy 

hour  of  his  1  ife  with  men  who  have  dif- 

fcreiix  opinions  upon  eve'i y  thing  paft, 

^rcihit,  MJhJ  futuiJi  who  deny  the  raoft 


notorious  fa6ls,  contradift  the  n 
gent  truths,  and  perfift  in  adert 
day  what  they  afierted  yefterday, 
fiance  of  evidence,  and  contempt 
futation. 

Two  of  my  companions,  w 
grown  old  in  idlenefs,  are  Tom 
peft  and  Jack  Sneaker.  Both  o 
confider  themfelves  as  negle£led  t 
parties,  and  therefore  intitled  to 
for  why  (hould  they  favour  ingra 
They  are  both  men  of  integrity, 
no  taf^ious  interetl  is  to  be  pro 
and  both  lovers  of  truth,  when  t 
not  heated  with  political  debate. 

Tom  Tempeft  is  a  fieady  fr 
the  houfe  of  Stuart.  He  can  reco 
prodigies  that  have  appeared  in  i 
and  the  calamities  that  have  afHi^ 
nation  every  year  from  the  Revo 
and  is  of  opinion,  that  if  the  exi 
mily  had  continued  to  reign,  then 
have  neither  been  worms  in  our 
nor  caterpillars  on  our  trees  H 
ders  that  the  nation  was  not  aw 
by  the  hard  froft  to  a  revocation 
true  king,  and  is  hourly  afraid  t 
whole  ifland  will  be  loft  in  the  fe 
believes  that  King  William 
Whitehall,  that  he  might  fteal  tl 
niture,  and  that  Tillotfon  died  a 
ift.  Of  Qneen  Anne  he  fpeak 
more  tenderneCs,  owns  that  (he 
well,  and  can  tell  by  whom  ar 
(he  was  poifoned.  In  the  fuo 
reigns  all  has  been  corruption, 
anddelign.  He  believes  that  r 
ill  has  ever  happened  for  thel 
years  bv  chance  or  errors  be  hoi 
the  battle  of  Dettingen  was  won 
take*  and  that  of  Fontenoy  loft' 
tra£l  'y  that  the  Viflory  was  fun 
private  order;  that  Cornhill  wa 
by  emilTaries  from  the  council ; 
arch  of  Weftminfter  Bridge  was 
trived  as  to  fmk,  on  purpofe  t 
nation  might  be  put  to  charg 
confiders  the  new  road  to  IHin 
an  encroachment  on  libeny,  an 
an*eru  that  hrotUwktiU  wifl  be  1 
of  England. 

Xoin  is  ^eaecally  vehement  an 


UtDererthelefs  has  fome  fecret?,  which 

he  always  communicatet  in  a  whiiper. 

Many  and  many  a  tiroe  has  Tom  told 

me,  in  a  comer,  that  our  miferies  were 

almoftatan  end,  and  that  wn  fhould 

fee,  in  a  month,  another  monarch  on 

the  throne;  the  time  elapfes  without  a 

I       rerolution;  Tom  meets  me.  again  with 

mm  ii^dligeDce;  the  whole  icheme  is 

Km  (ettlcd,  and  we  ihall  fee  great  events 

io  mother  month* 

Jack  Sneaker  is  a  hearty  adherent  to 

I       tbendcnt  eftablifhment;  he  has  known 

t       thofe  who  faw  the  bed  into  which  the 

I       Pretender  vras  conveyed  in  a  warming. 

I       jnn.    He  often  rejoices  that  the  nation 

;       wunot  enflaved  by  the  Iriih.     He  be- 

lieret  that  King  William  never  loft  a 

batde,  and  that  if  he  had  lived  one  year 

kffi^,  he  would  have  conquered  France. 

He  holds  thnt  Charles  the  Firft  was  a 

Papft.  He  allows  there  were  fome  good 

Bea  io  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne;  but 

the  peace  of  Utrecht  brought  a  blaft 

uppD  the  nation,  and  has  been  the  caufe 

«  all  the  evil  that  we  have  fufFercd  to 

t)!e  prefent  hour.      He  believes  that  the 

khant  of  the  South  Sea  was  well  in- 


tended, but  that  it  mifcarrifd  by  the  in- 
fluence of  France.  He  confidcrs  a  rtar.d- 
ing  armj^  as  the  bulwark  of  liberty, 
thmks  us*  fecured  from  coiTuption  by 
feptennial  parliaments,  relates  how  w« 
arc  enriched  and  rtrcngthened  by  the 
Electoral  dominions,  and  declares  that 
the  public  dtbt  is  a  blefling  to  the  na- 
tion. 

Yet,  amidft  all  this  profperity,  poor 
Jack  is  hourly  difturbed  by  the  dread 
of  Popery.  He  wonders  that  fome 
firi6ler  laws  are  not  made  againlt  Pa- 
pills,  and  is  fometimes  afiaid  iliat  they 
arc  bufy  with  French  gold  among  the 
bifhops  an<i  judges. 

He  cannot  believe  that  the  Non-jurors 
are  fo  quiet  for  nothing,  they  mull  ct-r- 
tainly  be  forming  fome  plot  for  the  c:la- 
bliflimentof  Poperyj  he  does  not  think 
the  prefent  oaths  fufliclently  binding, 
and  wifhes  that  fome  better  fcciiri ty 
could  be  found  for  the  fucceflion  of  Ha- 
nover. He  is  zealous  fur  the  naturaliza- 
tion of  foreign  Pioteftantp,  and  reioiccd 
nr  the  admi/fion  of  thejt:«>vs  to  the  Kng- 
liih  privileges,  bc^caule  he  thjught  a 
Jew  would  never  Be  a  Pjpift. 
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IT  is  commonly  obferved,  that  when 
two  £ngli(hmen  meet,  their  fird  talk 
is  of  the  vireather;  they  are  in  hafte  to 
tell  each  other,  what  each  mull  already 
know,  that  it  is  hot  or  cold,  bright  or 
cloudy,  vinndy  orcalm. 

There  are,  among  the  numerous 
knrcrt  of  fubtilties  and  paradoxes,  fome 
who  derive  the  civil  inllitutions  of  every 
country  from  it's  climate,  who  impute 
freedom  and  flavery  to  the  temperature 
of  the  air,  can  fix  the  meridian  of  vice 
ind  virtue,  and  tell  at  what  degree  of 
latitude  we  are  to  expefl  courage  or  ti  mi- 
dity,  knowledge  or  ignorance. 

From  thefe  dreams  of  idle  fpecula- 
tion,  a  (light  furvey  of  life,  and  a  little 
knowledge  of  hiftory,  is  fufHcient  to 
awaken  any  enquirer,  whofe  ambition 
ofdiftindion  has  not  overpowered  his 
.lofe  of  truth.  Forms  of  government 
ire  fiddom  the  refult  of  much  delibera- 
tipo;  tbey  are  framed  by  chance  in  po- 
^ar  atemblits,  or  in  conquered  coun- 
Iriet  by  dtTpotic  authority.  Laws  are 
oAes  opcafional,  pfttn  capricious,  made 
l^vajt  ^/  f  fcW|  and  (omctimes  by  a 


fingle  voice.  Nations  have  changed  their 
chara6lers;  Aavery  is  now  no  whtre 
more  patiently  endured,  than  in  coun- 
tries once  inhabited  by  the  zealots  of 
liberty. 

But  national  cudoms  can  arife  only 
from  general  agreement  j  thty  are  not 
impofed,  but  choi'en,  and  are  continued 
oi^ly  by  the  continuance  of  their  caufe. 
An  Engliihman^s  notice  of  the  weather 
\^  the  natural  confequence  of  change, 
able  (kies  and  uncertain  feafons.  In 
many  parts  of  the  world,  wet  weather 
and  dry  are  regulai  ly  expelled  at  certain 
periods;  but  in  our  ilUuv'  every  man 
goes  to  deep,  unable  to  guet's  whether 
he  fhall  behold  in  tbc  morning  a  bright 
or  cloudy  atmofphere,  whether  his  rf  ft 
fhall  be  lulled  by  a  ihowrr,  or  broken 
by  a  temped.  We  theieforc  rejoice  mu- 
tually at  good  wtarl.fr,  as  at  an  efcape 
from  fomeihingthat  a^  feared,  and  mu- 
tually complain  of  '  rd,  as  of  the  lofs  of 
fomething  that  we  hopi  d. 

Such  is  the  reafon  of  our  praflice;  and 
who  (hall  treat  it  with  contempt?  Surely 
not  the  attendant  on  a  court,  whofe  bu- 


to 
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finefs  it  to  watch  the  looict  of  a  being 
weak  and  foolifh  as  himfelf^  and  whofe 
vanity  is  to  recount  the  names  of  men, 
who  might  drop  into  nothing,  and  leave 
no  vjcuity;  not  the  proprietor  of  funds, 
who  ftops  his  acquainttince  in  the  ftreet 
to  tell  him  of  thelofsof  half-a-crown; 
not  the  enquirer  after  news,  who  fills 
his  head  with  foreign  events,  an<l  talks 
of  fKirmifhes  and  fiegcs,  of  which  no 
confequence  will  ever  reach  his  hearers 
or  himfelf.  The  weather  is  a  nobler  and 
more  interefting  fubje^;  it  is  the  pre- 
fent  ft  ate  of  the  ikies  and  of  the  earth, 
on  which  plenty  and  famine  are  fufpend- 
ed,  on  which  millions  depen4  for  the 
neceflTaries  of  life. 

The  weather  is  frequently  mentioned 
for  another  reafon,  lefs  honourable  to 
«iy  dear  countrymen.  Our  difpofitions 
too  frequently  change  with  the  colour  of 
the  flcy^  and  when  we  find  ourfelves 
chearfut  and  good-natured,  we  natu- 
rally pay  our  acknowledgments  to  the 
powers  of  fun-fhine;  or  if  we  fink  into 
duUnefs  and  peeviOinefs,  look  round  the 
liorixon  for  an  excufe,  and  charge  our 
difcontcnt  upon  an  eafterly  wind  or  a 
cloudy  day. 

Suitrly  nothing  is  more  reproachful 
to  a  bting  endowed  with  reaibn,  than  to 
xeiign  it^s  powers  to  the  influence  of  the 
airi  and  live  in  dependance  on  the  wea- 
ther and  the  wind,  for  the  only  bleflings 
which  Nature  has  put  into  our  power, 
tranquillity  and  benevolence.  To  look 
up  to  the  (ky  for  tUe  nutriment  of  our 
bodies,  is  the  condition  of  nature  $  to 
call  upon  the  fun  for  peace  and  gaietv, 
«Nr  deprecate  the  clouds  left  forrow  fliouic^ 
overwhelm  us,  is  the  cowardice  of  Idle- 
nef!!,  and  the  idolatiy  of  Folly. 

Yet,  even  in  this  age  of  enquiry  znd 
knowledge,  when  fuperftition  is  driven 
away,  and  omens  and^  prodigies  have 
loil  their  terrors,  we  find  this  folly  coun- 
tenanced by  frequent  examples.  Thofe 
chat  laugh  at  the  portentous  glare  of  a 


comet,  and  hear  a  crow  witb  ecjn: 
quillity  from  the  right  orleft,  v 
talk  of  times  and  lituations  pro 
intellectual  performances,  will  i 
the  fancy  exalted  by  vernal  bi-ce2 
the  reafon  invigorated  by  a  brigli 

If  men  who  have  given  up  tnci 
to  fanciful  credulity  would  confii 
conceits  in  their  own  minds,  the) 
regulate  their  lives  by  the  ban 
with  inconvenience  only  to  their 
but  to  ftll  the  world  with  accoi 
intelle£ls  fubjeCl  to  ebb  and  flow, 
genius  that  awakened  in  tl\e  I 
and  another  tl;iat  ripened  in  the  A 
of  one  mind  expanded  in  the  Si 
and  of  another  concentrated  in  thi 
ter,  is  no  lefs  dangerous  than 
children  of  bugbears  and  goblin! 
will  find  every  houfe  haunted,  an 
nefs  will  wait  for  ever  for  the  r 
of  illumination. 

This  diftin£lion  of  feafons  1 
duced  only  by  imagination  opera 
luxury.  To  temperance  every 
bright,  and  eveiy  hour  is  propit 
diligence.  He  that  (hall  refolut 
cite  his  faculties,  or  exert  his  ' 
will  foon  make  himfelf  fuperior 
feafons,  and  may  fet  at  defiai 
morning  mift,  and  the  evening 
the  blaits  of  the  eaft,  and  the  cl( 
the  fouth. 

It  was  the  boaft  of  the  Stoic  ( 
phy,  to  make  man  unfhaken  b 
mity,  and  undated  by  fuccefs, 
ruptible  bv  pleafure,  and  invul 
by  pain;  thcfe  are  heights  of  • 
which  none  ever  attamed,  and  tc 
few  can  afpirej  but  there  are  lo^ 
grees  of  conftancy  neceflary  to  o 
virtue;  and  every  man,  howevtr 
diftruft  himfelf  in  the  extremes  o 
or  evil,  might  at  leaft  ftruggle 
the  tyranny  of  the  climate,  and  n 
enflave  his  virtue  or  his  reafon 
moft  variable  of  all  variatior 
changes  of  the  weather. 


N^  XII.    SATURDAY,  JULY  i. 


THAT  every  man  is  important  in 
his  own  eves,  is  a  pofition  of 
which  we  all  either  voluntarily  or  un- 
warily at  leaft  once  an  hour  confefs  the 
truth;  and  it  will  unavoidably  follow, 
that  every  man  believes  himleff  impor- 
awit  to  the  public. 


The  right    which  this    imp 

fives  us  to  general  notice  and 
iftindion,  is  one  of  thofe  dif 
privileges  which  we  have  not 
courage  to  affert;  and  which  we 
fore  fufPer  to  lie  dormant  till  foi 
tion  of  mind»  or  viciffitudc  of  f 
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I  declare  our  pretenfions  and 

demands.  And  hopeiefs  at 
r  vulgar  chara^ers  may  Teem 
rciiious  and  fcvei-e,  there  are 
a  not  at  one  time  or  other  en* 
>   itep  forward  beyond  their 

4o  not  make  iome  ftruggles 
and  (hew  that  they  think  ali 
eniences  and  delights  imper- 
yed  without  a  name, 
a  name»  can  happen  but  to 
iame»  even  in  the  moft  com- 
.tion»  is  one  of  the  few  things 
not  be  bought.  It  is  the  free 
ankindy  which  muft  be  de- 
ore  it  will  be  granted,  and  it 
willingly  beAowed.  But  this 
\t£%  only  encreafes.deiire  in 
bdievet  hi^  merit  fuf&cicnt  to 
It. 

s  a  particular  period  of  life,  in 
I  fondnefs  for  a  name  feems 
r  to  predominate  ini  both  fexes. 
f  couple  comes  together,  but 
lis  aie  declared  in  the  news- 
h  encomiums  on  each  party. 

eye,  ranging  over  the  page 
r  curiofity  in  queft  of  ftatef- 
beroes,  is  ftopped  by  a  mar- 
)rated  between  Mr«  Buckram, 
nt  f^ilefman  in  Thrcadneedle 
i  Mil's  Dolly  Juniper,  the  only 
>f  an  emment  diltiller,  of  the 

8t.  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  a 
ly  adorned  with  every  accom- 
that  can  give  happinefs  to  the 
ate.  Or  we  are  told,  amidft 
ience  for  the  event  of  a  battle, 
I  ceruin  day  Mr.  Winker,  a 
r  at  Yarmouth,  was  married 
'ackle,  a  widow  lady  of  gseat 
bments,  and  that  as  (bon  as 
looy  was  performed  they  let 
oft-chaife  tor  YarmoutK. 
are  the  enquiries  which  fuch 
X  muft  undoubtedly  rail'e,  but 
1  this  world  is  lading.  When 

has  contemplated  with  envy, 
gladnefs,  the  felicity  of  Mr. 

and  Mr.  Winker,  and  ran- 
I  memory  for  the  names  of  Ju» 

I  Cackle,  his  attention  is  di- 
)lher  thoughts,  by  finding  that 

II  iMt  cover  this  fea(bn  $  or  that 
as  been  loft  or  ftolen,  that  an- 
be  name  of  Ranger. 

m  it  ari^  that  on  the  day  of 
all  agree  to  call  thus  openly 
fH  1  aamec  ahle  to  difcoftrt 


Some,  perhaps,  thiok  it  kind,  bv  a  pub. 
lie  declaration,  to  put  an  enci  to  tlic 
hopes  of  rivalry  and  the  fears  of  jca- 
loufy ;  to  let  parents  know  that  they  may 
fet  their  daughters  at  liberty  whom  they 
have  locked  up  for  fear  of  the  btidc- 
groomj  or  to  difmifs  to  their  countei-a 
ancl  their  offices  the  amorous  yuutha 
that  had  been  ufed  to  hover  round  the 
dwelling  of  the  bride. 

Theie  connubial  praifes  may  have 
another  caufc.  It  may  be  the  intention 
of  the  hufband  and  wife  to  dignify 
themiclves  in  the  eyes  of  each  other^ 
and,  according  to  their  diiFerent  temprrs 
or  expectations,  to  win  affe6lion,  or  en,* 
force  refpeC^. 

It  was  faid  of  the  family  of  Li'. is, 
that  it  was  MoUtf  for  all  the  brothers 
wen  'veUUuit,  and  all  the  Ji^ers  ivere 
njirtueiu.  What  would  a  ftranger  fay  of 
the  Englifli  nation,  in  which  on  the  day 
of  marriage  all  the  men  are  eminent ,  and 
all  the  women  beautiful^  accomplifced^ 
and  rich? 

How  long  the  wife  will  be  perfuaded 
of  the  eminence  of  her  hufl>and,  or  the 
hulband  continue  to  believe  that  his  wife 
has  the  qualities  required  to  make  mar- 
riage happy,  may  reafonably  be  quef- 
tioned.  I  am  afraid  that  much  time 
feldom  pailes  before  each  is  convinced 
that  praifes  are  fallacious,  and  particu- 
larly thoTe  praifes  which  we  confer  upon 
ourfclves. 

I  fliould  therefore  think,  that  this 
cuilom.  might  be  omitted  without  any 
lofs  to  the  community,  and  that  the  font 
and  daughters  of  lanes  and  alleys  might 
go  hereafter  to  the  next  church,  with  no 
witnelTes  of  their  worth  or  happinels 
but  their  parents  and  their  friencfsj  but 
if  they  cannot  be  happy  on  the  bridal 
day  without  Iome  gratification  of  their 
vanity,  I  hope  they  will  be  willing  to 
encourage  a  friend  of  mine  who  propofea 
to  devote  his  powers  to  their  iervice. 

Mr.  Settle,  a  man  whofe  eminence 
was  once  all'^wed  by  the  eminent,  and 
whofe  acampU/bments  were  conteflixl  by 
the  acamtplijted^  in  the  latter  part  of  a 
long  life  lupported  himfelf  by  an  un- 
common expedient.  He  had  a  ftanding 
Elegy  and  Epithalamivm,  of  which 
only  the  firft  and  laft  were  leaves  varied 
occafionally,  and  the  intermediatt  }>aget 
were,  by  general  terms,  left  appJicablt 
alike  to  every  chara^r.  Whca  anif 
Sivrii^s^.bttiiiiB  kAOiffs^t^  tvo^xn 
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tW  bricJegroom  with  his  Epithalamhim; 
and  when  he  heard  of  any  death,  ran  to 
the  heir  writh  his  El^y. 

Who  can  thi.ik  hijnfelf  difgraccd  by 
a  trade  that  was  praflifed  fo  long  by  the 
nval  of  Drydcn,  by  the  poet  whofe  Em- 
prefs  of  Morocco  was  played  before 
princes  by  ladies  of  the  court? 

My  friend  purpofes  to  open  an  office 
in  the  Fleet  for  matrimonial  panegy- 


rics, and  will  accommodate 
praifc  who  think  their  own 
exprefTion  inadequate  to  their 
will  fell  any  man  or  woman  th 
qualification  which  is  moft  < 
or  moft  defiredj  but  defires  h 
ers  to  remember,  that  he  fets 
the  higheft  price,  and  Riches  a 
and,  if  lit*  be  well  paid,  ihroN 
tuc  for  nothing. 


N^  XIII.     SATURDAY,   JULY  8. 


TO   THE    IDLER. 
p/.Aft    MK.    IDLEty 

THOUGH  few  men  of  prudence 
arc  much  inclined  to  interpofe  in 
difputcs  between  man  and  wife,  who 
commonly  make  peace  at  the  expence  of 
the  arbitrator;  yet  I  will  venture  to  lay 
before  you  a  controvrrfy,  by  which  the 
quiet  of  my  houfe  has  been  long  dif- 
turbed*  and  which,  unlefs  you  can  decide 
ity  is  likely  to  produce  laRinfi;  erils,  and 
embitter  thofe  hours  which  mture  feemt 
!•  have  appropriated  to  tendemefs  and 
repofe* 

I  married  a  wife  with  no  great  for- 
tune, but  of  a  family  remarkable  for 
domeftic  prudence,  and  elegant  fru^- 
lity.  I  lived  with  her  at  eafe,  if  not  with 
happinefs,  and  feldom  had  9ny  reafon 
•f  complaint.  The  houfe  was  always 
clean,  the  fervants  were  a^ve  and  re* 
gular,  dinner  was  on  the  table  every  day 
•r  the  fame  minute,  and  the  ladies  of 
lAtt  neighbourhood  were  frightened  when 
I  invited  their  hufbands,  left  their  own 
•economy  ibould  be  lefs  efteemed. 

During  this  gentle  lapfe  of  life,  roy 
dear  brought  roe  three  daughters.  I 
wifhed  for  a  fon  to  continue  the  family} 
but  my  wife  often  tells  me,  the  boys  are 
dirty  things,  and  are  always  troublefome 
in  a  houie,  and  declares  that  ihe  has 
hated  the  fight  of  them  ever  fmce  (he  law 
Lady  Fondle*6  eldeft  fon  ride  over  a  car- 
pet with  his  hobby-horie  all  mirt. 

I  did  noc  much  attend  to  her  opinion, 
but  knew  that  girU  could  not  be  made 
lK>yej  and  tlterefore  compofed  myfelf  to 
>«ear  what  1  could  not  remedy,  and  re- 
folved  to  beftow  that  care  on  my  daugh- 
ters, to  ^  hich  only  the  font  are  com- 
■loniy  thought  entitled. 
Hut  my  wU€*§  notioiii  of  cducatioa 


differ  widely  from  mine.  S^ 
reconcileable  enemy  to  Idlenef 
fiders  every  ftatc  of  life  as  Ii 
which  the  hands  are  not  em 
fome  art  acquired,  by  which 
money  may  be  got  or  faved. 

In  purfuance  of  this  prir 
calls  up  her  daughteis  at  a  ce 
and  appoints  them  a  taikof  m 
to  be  performed  before  break 
are  co;) fined  in  a  garret,  whi 
window  in  the  roof,  both  bee 
is  beft  done  at  a  iky -light,  a 
children  are  apt  to  lofe  time  1 
about  them. 

They  bring  down  their  worl 
faft,  and  as  they  deferve  are  c 
or  reproved;  they  are  then  fe 
a  new  talk  till  dinner;  if  no  c 
expe£led,  their  mother  fits  wit 
whole  afternoon,  to  direfl  t! 
tions,  and  to  draw  patterns,  a: 
times  denied  to  her  nearefi 
when  (he  is  engaged  in  teach 
new  ftitch. 

By  this  continual  exercife  c 
ligence,  (he  has  obtained  a 
derablc  number  of  laborious 
ances.  We  have  twice  as  ; 
(kreens  as  chimneys,  and  thre< 
quilts  for  every  bed.  Half 
are  adorned  with  a  kind  of 
iurtJf  which  imitate  tapcfiry 
their  work  is  not  fet  out  to 
has  boxes  filled  with  knit  g 
braided  (hoes.  She  has  twc 
for  fide-faddles  embroidered 
flowers,  and  has  curtains  wr 
gold  in  various  figures,  whi 
folves  fome  time  or  other  to 
All  thefe  (he  difpiays  to  hei 
whenever  (he  is  elate  with 
eager  for  praife;  and  amidd 
which  her  friends  and  herlelf 
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M  hermcTitt  {he  ncvtr  fail*  to  mm  to 
*F,  lad  afk  what  aH  thefc  wodd  cofl, 
if  I  hid  been  to  buy  thcfO. 

I  fometinies  Ycnture  to  tell  her,  that 
may  of  the  ornamentt  are  fuperfluous} 
that  what  it  done  with  fo  much  labour 
aright  have  been  (applied  by  a  very  eafy 
puFchafei  that  the  work  it  not  always 
wOTtk  the  niateriaU)  and  that  1  know 
act  why  the  childrta  (hould  be  perfe* 
cnted  with  oielels  taOca,  or  obliged  to 
make  (hoes  that  are  never  worn.  She 
anf^ers,  with  a  look  of  concempty  that 
men  never  care  how  money  goes,  and 
proceeds  to  tell  of  a  dozen  new  chairs 
for  which  (he  is  contriving  covers,  and 
of  a  couch  which  (he  intends  to  ftand  as 
a  monument  of  needle- work. 

In  the  mean  time  the  girls  grow  up 
in  total  ignorauce  of  every  thing  paft, 
prelent,  and  future.  Mo4iy  aiked  me 
the  other  day,  whether  Ireland  was  in 
France,  and  was  ordered  by  her  mother 
to  mnd  her  hem.  Kitty  knows  not, 
at  fizteen,  the  difllerence  between  a  Pro- 
teftant  and  a  Papift,  becaufe  flie  has 
been  employed  three  years  in  filling  the 
fide  of  a  cloiet  with  a  haneing  that  is  to 
fcpcefent  Cranner  in  the  flames.  And 
Dslly,  my  eMeft  girl,  is  now  unable  t# 


,read  a  chapter  m  the  Bible,  having  fpcot 
all  the  Time^  which  other  chiMrcti  pafi 
at  fchool^  in  woiking  the  Interview  bt- 
tweeri  Solomon  and  the  Queen  of  Sheha. 
About  a  noonth  ago,  Tent, and  Tur- 
key-ftitch  Teemed  at  a  (land;  my  wift 
kne>w  not  what  new  work  to  introduces 
I  ventured  topropo(e  rhat  the  girls  (bould 
now  learn  to  read  and  write»  and  men- 
tioned the  neceiTity  of  a  little  arithmsticj 
but,  unhappily,  my  wife  has  difcovered 
that  linen  wears  out,  and  has  bought  rhc 
girls  three  little  wheels,  that  they  may 
fpin  hukkaback  for  tlye  fervants  table. 
I  remonftrated,  that  with  larger  whedt 
they  might  difpatch  in  an  hour  what 
muft  now  ceft  tnem  a  dav;  but  (he  told 
mtf  with  inrefi(lible  authority,  that  any 
bufine(s  is  better  than  idlenefs;  that 
when  thefe  wheels  are  fet  upon  a  table^ 
with  mats  under  them,  they  will  turn 
without  noife,  and  keep  the  girls  up- 
right; that  great  wheels  are  not  fit  fqr 
gentlewomen ;  and  that  with  thefe,  (mall 
as  they  are,  (he  does  not  doubt  but  that 
the  three  girls,  if  they  are  kept  clofe, 
will  fpin  every  year  as  much  cloth  at 
would  coft  five  pounds  if  one  was  to 
buy  it. 


N<»  XIV.    SATURDAY,   JULY  15. 


WHEN  Diogenes  received  a  vi(tt 
in  his  tub  from  Alexander  the 
Great,  and  was  afked,  according  to  the 
ancient  forms  of  royal  courtefy,  what 
petition  he  had  to  offer—*  I  have  no- 
«  thing,*  faid  he,  •  to  afk,  but  that  you 

*  would  remove  to  the  other  fide,  that 

*  you    may  not,  by   intercepting  the 

*  fiinfhine,  take  from  me  what  you  can- 

*  not  give  nne.' 

Such  was'  the  demand  of  Diogenes 
liom  the  greateft  monarch  of  the  earth; 
which  tho(e,  who  have  lefs  power  than 
Aleiander,  may,  with  yet  more  pro- 
prietv,  apply  to  tbemfelves.  He  that  does 
nmcB  goody  may  be  allowed  to  do  fome- 
times  a  littk  harm.  But  if  the  oppor- 
tunities of  beneficence  be  denied  by  for- 
tune, innocence  (hould  at  leati  be  vigi-> 
hmly  preferred  • 

It  is  well  known,  that  time  once  paft 
Kftr  returns;  and  that  the  moment 
which  is  Mt,  is  lofl  for  ever.  Time 
Acrefore  mtgbr,  mbove  all  other  kind*  of 
pmpaty,  to  ^  £ne  fmm  inin&oui  '^^ 


yet  there  is  no  man  who  does  not  slaim    . 
the  power  of  wafting  that  time  which  is 
the  right  of  others. 

This  ufurpation  is  fo  general,  that  a 
very  fmall  part  of  the  year  is  (pent  by 
choice;  fcarcely  any  thin^  is  done  when 
it  is  intended,  or  obtained  when  it  is  de- 
fired.  Life  is  continually  ravaged  by  in- 
vaders; one  ftealb  away  an  hour,  and  an- 
other a  day;  one  conceaU  the  robbery 
by  hurrying  us  into  bufinels,  another 
by  lulling  us  with  amufement;  the  de- 
predation is  continued  through  a  thou- 
fand  viciflitudes  of  tumult  and  tranquil- 
lity, till,  having  loft  all,  we  can  loie  no 
more. 

This  wafte  of  the  lives  of  men  has 
been  very  frequently  charged  upon  the 
great,  whofe  followers  linger  from  year 
to  year  in  expectations,  an*!  die  at  la  ft 
with  petitions  in  their  hands.  Thoic 
who  raife  envy,  will  eafily  incur  cenfurc. 
I  know  not  whether  ftatefmeti  axvd  y^* 
rrons  do  not  fuffer  more  re^maLcVe^  \Vvaxi 
they  deierve^  aod  ii\av  nan  caxX\w  xSwm- 


feWet  complain  that  thev  are  given  up  a 
prey  to  pretenfiont  without  merit,  and 
to  importunity  >n^thout  ihame. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  inconvenicn- 
ciet  of  attendance  are  more  lamented 
than  felt.  To  the  greater  number  feli- 
citation it  it^s  ow^n  reward.  To  he  feen 
in  good  company,  to  talk  of  familiarities 
with  men  ot  power,  to  be  able  to  tell  the 
firelheft  news,  to  gratify  an  inferior  cir- 
cle with  pi-edi£lions  of  increafe  or  de- 
cline of  favour,  and  to  be  regarded  as  a 
candidate  for  high  offices,  are  compen- 
fations  more  than  equivalent  to  the  de- 
lay of  favours,  which  perhaps  he  that 
b^s  them  has  hardly  conticJcnce  to  ex- 
|>eft. 

A  man  confpicuous  in  a  high  ftation, 
who  multiplies  hopes  that  he  may  mul- 
tiply dependants,  may  be  confidered  as  a 
bealt  of  prey,  juftly  dreaded,  but  eafily 
avoided;  his  den  is  known,  and  they 
who  woulil  not  be  devoured,  need  not 
approach  it.  The  gicat  danger  of  the 
wade  of  time  is  from  caterpillars  and 
moths,  who  are  not  refilled,  becaufe  they 
arc  not  feared,  and  who  work  on  with 
unheeded  mifchiefs,  and  invifible  en- 
croachments. 

He,  whole  rank  or  merit  procare<>  him 
the  notice  of  mankind,  mult  give  up 
himfelf,  in  a  great  mdafurc,  to  the  con- 
venience or  humour  of  ihofe  who  fur- 
round  him-  Evtry  man,  who  is  fick  of 
himlelf,  will  fly  to  him  for  rtlitf ;  he  that 
wants  to  fpeakwili  reqtiire  W\m  to  hear; 
and  he  that  wants  to  hear  will  expeci  him 
to  fpcak.  Hour  partes  after  hour,  the 
Boon  fucceeds  to  morning,  and  the  even- 


ing to  noon,  while  a  thoufand  objefls  art  I 
forced  upon  his  attention,  which  he  re*  i 
je8s  as  faft  as  they  arc  offered,  but  j 
which  the  cuftom  ot  the  world  requires  i 
to  be  received  with  appearance  of  re- 
gard. 

If  we  will  have  the  kindneft  of  others, 
we  mud  endure  their  follies.     He,  who 
cannot   perfuade   himfelf  to  withdraw 
from  fociety,  muft  be  content  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  hit  time  to  a  multitude  of  ty- 
rants; to  the  loiterer,  who  makes  ap- 
pointments which  he  nrver  keeps;  to  the 
confulter,  who  a(k»  advice  which  he  ne- 
ver takes;  to  the  boalter,  who  bluftcri 
only  to  be  praifed;  to  the  compUiner» 
who  whines  only  to  be  pitied;  to  the  pro- 
jeclor,  whole  happinei's  is  to  entenain 
his  friends  with  expectations  which  all 
but  himfeif  knowto  be\ain;  tothececo- 
nomi(t,  who  tells  of  bargains  and  fetf 
tlements;  to  the  politician,  who  predict* 
the  fate  of  battles  and  breach  of  alit'r 
ances;  to  the  ufurer,  who  compares  the 
different  funds;  and  to  the  talker,  who 
talks  only  becaufe  he  loves  to  be  talk-* 
ing. 

To  put  every  man  in  poflcflion  of  hi* 
own  time,  and  refcue  the  day  from  th*» 
fucceffion  of  ufurpers,  is  beyond  my 
power  and  beyond  my  hope.  Yet,  per- 
haps, fome  (lop  might  be  put  to  this  un^^ 
merciful  periecution,  if  all  would  feri- 
oudy  reflect,  that  whoever  pays  a  vii>^ 
that  is  not  defued,  or  talks  longer  thafi 
the  hearer  is  willing  to  attend,  is  guilty 
of  an  injury  which  he  cannot  rcpaio 
and  takes  away  that  which  he  cannot 
give. 


N«  XV.     SATURDAY,  JULY  22. 


TO   THE   IDLER. 
SI1I« 

IHave  the  misfortune  to  be  a  man  of 
bufinefs;  that,  you'wili  fay,  is  a  mo(t 
grievous  one:  but  what  makes  it  the 
more  fo  to  me,  is,  that  my  wife  has  no- 
thing to  do;  atlealt  (he  had  too  good  an 
education,  and  the  profpe^t  of  too  good 
a  fortune  in  reverfion  when  I  married 
her,  to  think  of  employing  hcrfelf  either 
in  my  fhop  affairs,  or  the  management 
ef  my  family. 

Her  time,  you  know,  as  well  as  my 
•wo,  mull  be  filled  up  ioroc  way  or 
other.  For  my  part,  I  have  enough 
IP  miadi  m  weighing  my  goods  out. 


and  waiting  on  my  cuHotners:  but  my- 
wife,  though  (he  could  be  of  as  much 
uie  as  a  (hopman  to  me,  if  (he  would  put 
her  hand  to  it,  is  now  only  in  my  way. 
She  walks  all  the  morning  fawnten'ng 
about  the  (hop  with  her  arms  through 
her  pocket- holes,  or  ftands  gaping  at  the 
door- fill,  and  looking  at  every  perlbn 
that  paifes  by.  She  is  continually  alk- 
ing  me  a  thoufand  frivolous  queltions 
about  every  cuftjiner  that  comes  in  and 
goes  out;  and  all  the  while  that  I  am  en- 
tering any  thing  in  my  day-book,  (he  is 
lolling  over  the  counter,  and  (taring  at 
it,  as  if  I  was  only  fcribbling  or  draw- 
jag  figures  for  her  amufcmeDr.     Some- 

times'i 
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iIbcs,  indeed,  fhe  will  take  a  needle : 
but  as  ihe  liways  works  at  the  door,  or 
in  the  middle  of  the  fliop,  (he  hat  Co 
many  interruptions,  that  ihe  is  longer 
hemming  a  towel,  or  darning  a  Itcci:- 
ing,  than  I  aon  in  breaking  rorty  loaves 
of  tugir,  and  making  it  up  into  pounds. 
In  the  aFtemoon  I  am  liire  likewife  to 
hire  her  company,  except  (he  is  called 
upon  by  fome  of  her  acquaintance:  and 
tbtn,  as  we  let  out  all  the  upper  part 
of  our  houlb,  and  have  only  a  little 
room  backwards  for  ourfelves,  theyei* 
ther  keep  fuch  a  chattering,  or  elfe  arc 
caliing  out  every  moment  to  me,  that  I 
cannot  mind  my  bufmels  for  them. 

My  wife,  I  am  fure,  might  do  all  the 
little  matters  our  family  requires;  and 
I  could  wi(h  that  (he  would  employ  her- 
feiinthein;  but,  inftead  of  that,  we 
Ii^ve  a  girl  to  do  the  work,  anU  lozk. 
rftw  a  little  boy  about  two  years  old, 
•''lich  J  may  fairly  fay  is  the  motlier's 
)  |>«o  child.  The  brat  mull  he  humoured 
in  «v«*iy  thing:  he  is  therefoi-e  fuifer^tl 
conttantly  to  play  in  the  (hop,  pull  all 
the  goods  about,  and  clamber  up  the 
'helves  to  get  at  the  plumbs  anvl  Aigar. 
i  dare  not  correct  him;  becnuf<:,  if  I  diJ, 
'  ^uld  have  wife  and  maid  both  upon 
1%  at  once:  As  to  the  latter,  (he  is  as 
^v  ami  (luttifli  as  her  miftMs;  and 
^ufe  (he  complains  (he  has  loo  much 
•^,  we  can  I'carce  get  her  to  do  any 
thing  at  all:  nay,  what  is  worfe  than 
^>t,  I  am  afraid  (he  is  hardly  honeftj 
^d  at  (he  it  entnifted  to  buy  in  all  our 
prtvilioDs,  the  jade»  I  am  fure,  makes 
*  market-penny  out  of  every  article. 

But  to  return  to  my  deary.— The 
^eoings  are  the  only  time,  when  it  is 
^ne  weather,  that  I  am  left  to  myfelf ; 
'or  then  (he  generally  takes  the  child  out 
^  give  it  milk  in  thjc  Park.     When  (he 


comes  home  again,  (he  is  fo  fatigued  with 
walking,  that  (he  cannot  (tir  from  her 
chair :  and  it  is  an  hour,  after  Hiop  it 
(hut,  before  I  can  get  a  bit  of  fu()per« 
while  the  maid  is  taken  up  in  undre(ung 
and  putting  the  child  to  bed. 

But  you  will  pity  me  much  more» 
when  I  tell  you  the  manner  in  which  we 
generally  p.ifs  our  Sundaysi  In  the 
mornin-r  (he  is  commonly  too  ill  to  drelft 
herfelf  to  go  to  chuicli,  (he  therefore 
never  gets  up  till  noon;  and,  what  is  ftill 
more  vexatious,  kce]>s  Me  in  bed  with 
her,  when  1  ought  to  be  bulily  engaged 
in  better  employment.  It  is  well  if  (he 
can  get  her  things  on  by  dinner- time | 
and  when  that  is  over,  I  am  lure  to  be 
dragged  out  by  her  either  to  Georgia^ 
or  Hornfey  Wood,  or  the  White  Con- 
duit lioulc.  Yet  even  thcie  near  excur- 
fions  ai-e  fo  vcr}'  fatiguing  to  her,  that, 
befides  what  it  culU  me  in  tea  and  hot 
rolls,  and  i)  llabubs,  and  cakes  for  the 
boy,  I  am  frequently  forced  to  take  d 
hackney-coach,  or  diive  them  out  in  a 
one-horfc  chair.  At  oiher  times,  as  my 
wife  is  rather  of  the  faittlt,  and  a  very 
poorwaiktr,  btTides  beating  her  whol^ 
weight  upon  my  arm,  I  am  obliged  to 
carry  the  chiM  myfelf. 

Thus,  Sir,  docs  Ihe  conftantly  drawl 
out  her  time,  without  either  profit  or 
fatisfaflion;  and,  while  I  fee  my  neighs 
hours  wives  helping  in  the  (hop,  and 
almoft  earning  as  much  as  their  huf* 
bands,  I  have  the  mortification  to  findi 
that  mine  is  nothing  but  a  dead  weight 
upon  ror*  In  (hort>  1  do  not  know  any 
gi  eater  misfortune  can  happen  to  a  plain 
hard-working  tradefman^  as  I  am,  than 
to  be  joined  to  fuch  a  woman,  who  it 
rather  a  clog  than  an  helpmate  to  him* 
I  am>  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

Zachary  Treaclb* 


N«  XVI.    SATURDAY,    JULY  29. 


IPaid  a  vi(it  yefterday  to  my  old  friend 
Ned  Drugget,  at  his  country  lodg- 
ings. Ned  began  trade  with  a  very 
(mall  foitune;  he  took  a  fmall  lioufe  in 
anobfcure  ftreet,  and  for  fome  years 
dealt  only  in  remnants.  Knowing  that 
igkgmns  makia  btavypurfti  he  was 
content  with  moderate  profit;  having 
obArvcd  or  besMxi  the  effect  of  civility^ 
k  bowed  down  to  the  counter  tdgii  at 
Iht  nmncr  Mad  tkpvtwn  of  tvtry  cuA 


tomer,  Ii(^enfd  without  impatience  to 
the  objc£lions  of  the  ignorant,  and  re** 
fufed  without  refcntmcnt  the  offers  of 
the  penurious.  His  only  recreation  was 
to  (land  at  his  own  door  and  look  into 
the  (treet.  His  dinner  was  f^ht  him 
from  a  neighbouring  alehoufe,  and  he 
opened  ana  (hut  the  (hop  at  a  certain 
hour  with  hit  own  hands. 

Hit  reputation  Cooiv  txlttkdtd  Cto^c^ 
one  end  of  tht  ftctei  to  v\^  ia^t\  ^tv\ 
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Mr.  DraggetS  exemplary  condnft  was 
recommenaed  by  every  maftcr  to  hit  ap- 

Si^ncicey  and  by  every  father  to  his  Ton. 
fed  was  not  only  coniidered  as  a  thriv- 
ing trader,  but  as  a  man  of  elegance  and 
politenefs,  for  he  was  remarkably  neat 
in  his  drefsy  and  would  wear  his  coat 
thread-bare  without  fpotting  it;  his  hat 
^•as  always  brulhed,  his  (noes  gloffy, 
hit  wig  nicely  curled,  and  his  ftcckings 
without  a  wrinkle.  With  fuch  quali- 
fications it  was  not  very  difficult  for 
him  to  gain  the  heart  of  Mifs  Comfit, 
the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  .Comfit  the 
€»nfe6lioner. 

Ned  is  one  of  thofe  whofe  happinefs 
marriage  has  encreafed.  His  wife  had 
the  fame  difpofition  with  himfelf,  and 
his  method  of  life  was  very  little  chang- 
ed, except  that  he  difmiiTed  the  lodgers 
from  the  firft  floor,  and  took  the  whole 
houfe  into  his  own  hands. 

He  had  already,  by  his  parfimony, 
IKcumulated  a  confiderahle  fum,  to 
^hrch  the  fortune  of  his  wife  was  now 
added.  From  this  time  he  began  to 
grafp  at  greater  acquiiitions;  and  was 
always  ready,  with  money  in  his  hand, 
to  pick  up  the  refufe  of  a  fale,  or  to 
buy  the  ftock  of  a  trader  who  retired 
from  bufmefs.  He  foon  added  his  par- 
lour to  his  (hop,  and  was  obliged,  a 
few  months  afterwards^  to  hire  a  wai-e- 
houfe. 

He  had  now  a  (hop  fplendidly  and 
copiouily  furnifhed  with  every  thing 
that  time  had  injured,  or  fafliion  had 
degraded,  with  fragments  of  tiflues, 
odd  vards  of  brocade,  vaft  bales  of  fad- 
ed filk,  and  innumcraUe  boxes  of  an- 
tiouated  ribbands.  His  (hop  was  foon 
celebnted  through  all  quarters  of  the 
town,  and  frequented  by  every  form  of 
€»ftcntmtious  poverty.  Every  maid,  whofe 
misfortune  it  was  to  be  taller  than  her 
lady,  matched  her  gown  at  Mr.  Drug- 
get*s  ;  and  many  a  maiden  who  had 
palTed  a  winter  with  her  aunt  in  Lon» 
don,  dazzled  the  ruflics  at  her  return, 
with  cheap  finery  which  Drugget  had 
fupplieil.  His  Ihop  was  often  vifited  in 
a  morning  bv  ladies  wholeft  theircoaches 
in  the  next  iticet,  and  crept  through  the 
alley  in  (inen  gowns.  Drugget  knows 
the  rank  of  his  cuitomers  by  their  ba(h- 
fiilncAi  and  when  he  tinds  them  unwil- 
ling to  be  feen,  invites  them  up  ftairs, 
.  or  retires  with  them  to  the  back  window* 
J  rejcsced  at  the  increafme  urofperity 
0fmyintnd,  and  Imagined  that  at  he 


grew  rich»  he  was  growing  happy.  Hk 
mind  has  partaken  the  enlargement  of 
his  fortune.  When  I  ftepped  in  for  the 
firft  five  years,  I  was  welcomed  only 
with  a  (hake  of  the  hand;  in  the  next 
period  of  his  life,  he  beckoned  acrofi  the 
way  for  a  pot  of  beer;  but,  for  fix  y«ari 
patt,  he  invites  me  to  dinner;  and,  if 
he  befpeaks  rac  the  day  before,  never 
fails  to  regale  me  with  a  fillet  of  veal. 

His  riches  neither  made  him  unct\il 
nor  negligent:  he  rofe  at  the  fame  hour, 
attended  with  the  fame  afliduity,  and 
bowed  with  the  fame  gentlenefs.     But 
for  fomt  years  he  has  been  much  inclined 
ti>  talk  of  the  fatigues  of  bufmefs,  and 
the  confinement  of  a  {hop*  and  to  wifti 
that  he  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  re- 
newed his  uncle^s  leafe  of  a  farm,  tb^^ 
he  might  have  lived  without  noife  an^ 
hurr}',  in  a  pure  air,  in  the  artlefs  f^o* 
ciety  ofhoneft  villagers,  and  the  co>*** 
templation  of  the  works  of  nature. 

I  foon  difcovered  the  caufe  of  nra^ 
friend^s  j>hilofophy.  He  thought  hif^^* 
felf  grown  rich  enough  to  have  a  lod^^* 
ing  in  the  country,  like  the  mercers  ^^ 
Ludgate  Hill,  and  was  refolved  to  t^* 
joy  himfelf  in  the  decline  of  life.  Tl»*« 
was  a  revolution  not  to  be  made  fuddearm  - 
ly.  He  talked  three  years  of  the  ple^ " 
fures  of  the  country,  but  pafTed  every 
night  over  his  own  (hop.  But  at  laft  he 
refolved  to  be  happy,  and  hired  a  lod^* 
ing  in  the  country,  that  he  may  fledJ 
fome  hours  in  the  week  from  bufinefsy 

*  For,*  fays  he,  *  nvbiti  a  man  ad*vaacif 
*iniijfe,  bilo^es  to  entertain  brnfeffjimt* 

*  times  'witb  bis  oivn  tbougbts," ; 

I  was  invited  to  this  feat  of  quiet  and 
contemplation  among  thofe  whom  Mr. 
^i^ggct  confiders  as  his  moft  reputable 
friends,  and  defires  to  make  the  irk 
witnefles  of  his  elevation  to  the  highcft 
dignities  of  a  (hopkeeper.  I  found  him 
at  Idington,  in  a  room  which  overlooked 
the  high  road,  amufmg  himfelf  with 
looking  through  the  window,  which  the 
clouds  of  duft  would  not  fufler  him  to 
open.  He  embraced  me,  told  me  I  was 
welcome  into  the  country,  and  aflud 
mc,  if  I  did  not  feel  myfelf  i-efrtflied. 
He  then  defired  that  dinner  might  be 
haftened,  for  frefh  air  always  (harpened 
his  appetite,  and  ordered  me  a  toaft  and 
a  glafs  of  wine  after  my  walk.  He  told 
me  much  of  the  pleafure  he  found  in  re- 
tirement, and  wondered  what  had  kept 
him  fo  long  out  of  the  country.  Ahee ' 
dinner)  comj^vy  eaiBA  sq^  %*ad  Mr« 


THE    IDLER. 


27 


Dnigget  again  repeated  the  praiftsof  the 
couiiti y,  rccoinmcmled  the  plcaiurcs  ot 
meJiution,  and  told  thein,  that  he  h;id 


l)fcen  ail  tl.o  mornin:^  at  tV.f  \\'n;V.>w, 
coui^tlr.g  tl.e  caiiia^'-js  'm  they  j^uUcd 
be  tore  bun. 


N'XVII.    SATURDAY,    AUGUST    5. 


THE  rainy  weather» which  has  con- 
tinued the  lali  inanth,  is  faid  to 
hive  given  great  difturhance  to  the  in- 
Ipcv^rs  of  barometers.  The  oracuious 
gl-.fl'wS  have  deceivel  their  votaries; 
(hower  h'Ai  loccccdid  ftiower,  though 
they  predit^ed  fun  (bine  and  diy  fkies; 
and  by  fatal  confkience  inthefe  fallaciout 
promifes,    many  coats   have  h)ft  their 

£C%,  and  many  curls  been  moitkened  to 
icidity. 

This  is  one  of  the  diftrefles  to  which 
Mortals  rubje6l  themfelvet  by  the  pride 
of  Ipeculation.  I  had  no  part  in  this 
Warned  difappointment,  who  am  cnn- 
(fot  to  credit  my  lenfJes,  and  to  believe 
that  rain  will  fall  when  tiie  air  blackens, 
.and  that  the  weather  will  be  il.y  witca 
(he  fun  is  bright.  My  caiitio.!  indeed 
docs  not  always  prcfcrve  me  from  a 
fliower.  To  hie  wet,  may  happen  to  the 
genuine  LUer;  but  to  be  wet  m  oppoil- 
tion  to  theory,  can  befal  only  the  Idler 
that  prcten<1s  to  be  bufy.  Or  thofe  that 
Ipin  out  life  in  trifles,  and  die  without  a 
«nemoriaK  many  flatter  themfeh-es  with 
high  opinions  of  their  own  importance, 
snd  imagine  that  they  are  every  day  add- 
ing Tome  improvement  to  hnmnn  life. 
To  be  idle  and  to  be  poor,  have  always 
been  reproaches }  and  therefore  eveiy 
man  endeavours,  with  his  utmoft  care, 
to  hide  his  poverty  from  others,  and  his 
idiMtfshom  bimfelf. 

Among  thofe  whom  I  never  could 
persuade  to  rank  themfclves  with  Idlers, 
and  who  fpealc  with  indignation  of  my 
morning  (leeps  and  no^^umal  rambles ; 
one  pafies  the  day  in  catchinc;  Ipiders, 
that  he  may  count  their  eyes  with  a  mi- 
crofcopes  another  rrefls  his  head,  and 
exhibits  the  dull  of  a  marigold  Icparatcd 
from  the  flower  with  a  dexterity  worthy 
•f  J-ccuwcnhoeck  himlclf.  Some  turn 
the  wheel  of  electricity,  fome  fufpind 
rings  to  a  loadftone,  and  find  that  what 
they  did  yefterday  they  can  do  again  to- 
-day. Sofiie  regUler  the  changes  of  the 
wnidy  wad  die  fully  convinced  that  the 
wind  is  changeable. 

There  are  men  yet  more  profound, 
who  htvc  heard  that  two  colourlefs  li- 
fym»mMjrfnda€9a  colour  by  union. 


ard  thnt  two  coH  bodies  will  mw  hot 
it  They  ai«  mingled:  they  mingle  them, 
and  produce  lite  eilV6\  expe6)ed,  fay  it 
is  (h  iii^e,  and  mingle  them  again. 

Tlic  lilcTS  that  fpoitonly  with  mani« 
mate  naiuie  may  claim  feme  indulgence; 
if  they  arc  ulelcfs,  they  ere  llill  inno- 
cent: but  riitre  are  others,  whom  £ 
know  not  how  to  mention  without  more 
emotion  than  my  love  of  quiet  willingly 
admits.  Among  the  inferior  profeilors 
of  me<lical  knowledge,  is  a  race  of 
wietches,  whole  lives  are  only  varied  by 
varieties  of  cruelty 4  whole  favourite 
amufemert  is  to  nail  dog:$  to  tables,  and 
open  them  alive;  to  try  how  long  lile 
may  be  continued  in  varioutt  degieeft  of 
mutil.ition,  or  with  tlieexcifton  or  lace* 
ration  of  the  vital  parts;  to  examine  whe« 
ther  burning  irons  are  felt  more  acutely 
by  the  bone  or  tendon;  and  whether  the 
more  lalling  aphonies  arc  produced  by 
poilbn  forced  into  the  mouth  or  injefied 
into  the  veins. 

It  is  not  without  relufiance  that  I  of- 
fend the  feniibility  of  the  render  mind 
with  images  like  thefe.  If  fuch  cnielties 
were  not  prtiftifed,  it  were  to  be  deiired 
that  they  (hould  not  be  conceive<l;  but 
fince  they  arepublifhed  tvtry  day  with 
otlentation,  let  me  be  allowed  once  to 
mention  them,  fmcc  I  mention  them 
with  alihorrencc. 

Mead  has  invidioufly  remarked  of 
Woodward,  that  he  gathered  (hells  and 
ftone^,  and  would  pafs  for  a  phiJofopher, 
With  pretenftons  much  lei's  reafonablev 
the  anatomical  novice  tears  out  the 
living  bowels  of  an  animal,  and  Ayles 
himfelf  Phyiician,  prepares  hinitelf  by 
fmtiliar  cruelty  forthat  profefTion  which 
he  is  to  excrciit:  upon  the  teni^r  and  the 
helplei's,  upon  feeble  bo<lies  and  brokm 
minds,  and  bv  which  he  has  opportu- 
nities to  extend  his  arts  of  torture,  and 
continue!  tlioie  experiments  u{>on  infancy 
and  age,  which  he  has  hitherto  tried 
upon  ca.s  and  dogs. 

What  is  aUed^  in  defence  of  thefe 
hateful  praflices,  every  one  knows;  hut 
the  truth  is,    that  by  knives,  fire,  and 


tad  is  ver^'  f«\dm  aativxA^.  ^^  ^>^l^ 
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rlments  that  have  been  tried,  are  tried 
again;  he  that  burned  an  animal  with 
irons  yctterday,  will  be  willing  toamufe 
liimfclf  with  burning  another  to-mor- 
row. I  know  not,  that  by  living  dif- 
fc6lions  any  difcovery  has  been  made 
by  which  a  fmgle  malady  is  more  eafily 
cui^.  And  if  the  knowledge  of  phy- 
liology  has  been  Toniewhat   increafed. 


he  furely  buys  knowledge  dear,  wh^ 
learns  the  ufe  of  the  lafteals  at  the  es- 
pence  of  his  humanity.  It  is  time  tbar 
univerfal  refentmcnt  (hould  arife  againit 
thefc  horrid  operations,  which  tend  to 
harden  the  heart,  txtinguilh  thofe  fen- 
fations  which  ^ive  man  confidence  ir* 
man,  and  make  the  phyfician  more 
dreadful  than  the  gout  or  ft  one. 


N^  XVIII.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  12. 


TO   THE    IDLER. 


SIR, 


IT  commonly  happens  to  him  ^ho 
endeavours  to  obtain  di(lin6lion  by 
ridicule  or  cenl'ure,  that  he  teaches  others 
to  pra^life  his  own  aitf  aguinlt  himfelf ; 
and  that,  after  a  fhort  enjoyment  of  the 
applaufe  paid  to  his  i'agacity,  or  of  the 
mirth  excited  by  his  wit,  he  is  doomed 
to  fuffcr  the  fame  fcverities  of  fcrutiny, 
to  hear  enquiry  detailing  his  faults,  and 
exaggeration  fporting  with  his  failings. 

The  natural  difcontent  of  inferiority 
will'feldom  fall  to  operate  in  fome  de- 
cree of  malice  againli  him,  who  profeffes 
to  fuperintend  the  condu^  of  others, 
efpecially  if  he  feats  himltlf  uncalled  in 
the  chair  of  judicature,  and  exercifcs 
authority  by  his  own  commifBon. 

You  cannot,  therefore,  wonder  that 
your  obfcrvations  on  human  folly,  if 
they  produce  laughter  at  one  time, 
awaken  criticifm  at  another ^  and  that 
among  the  numbers  whom  you  have 
taught  to  fccff  at  the  retirement  of 
Drugget,  there  is  one  who  offers  his 
apology. 

Tht  miftake  of  your  old  friend  is  by 
no  mtiuit  peculiar.  The  public  pica- 
liires  of  far  the  greater  pnrt  of  mankind 
arc  counterfeit.  Very  few  carry  their 
philofophy  to  places  of  diverfion,  or  are 
very  careful  to  analyfe  their  enjoyments. 
The  gcnenl  condition  of  life  is  fo  full 
of  mifery,  that  we  are  glad  to  catch  de- 
light without  enquiring  whence  it  comes, 
or  by  what  ix>wer  it  is  bellowed. 

The  mind  is  feldom  quickened  to  very 
vigorous  o}K.rations  but  by  pain,  or  the 
dread  of  pain.  We  do  not  difturb  our- 
felves  with  the  dete6lion  of  fallacies 
which  do  us  no  harm,  nor  willingly  de- 
tline  a  pleating  effeft  to  inveftigate  it*s 
cauii:.  He  that  is  happy,  by  whatever 
jtiean$,  defires  nothing  but  the  conti- 
'jiuaact  ofhappiBC^,  and  ii  no  more  fo- 


licitous  to  diftribute  his  fcnfationt  ititm 
their  proper  fpecies,  than  the  commoi» 
gazer  on  the  beauties  of  the  fpring  X<9 
fcparate  light  into  it's  original  rays. 

Pleafure  is  therefore  feldom  fucb  at  ic 
appe'irs  to  others,  nor  often  fuch  as  wer 
rcprefent  it  to  ourfelves.  Of  the  ladie» 
that  Iparkle  at  a  mufical  }ierformance,  ». 
very  ftnall  numl^er  has  any  quick  fenfi' 
bility  of  hannonious  founds.  But  ever^r 
one  that  goes  has  her  pleafui^.  She  ha»- 
the  plc^fiire  of  wearing  fine  cloaths,  and 
of  (liewing  them;  of  outfliining  thof^ 
whom  Hie  fufpefls  to  envy  her;  Uie  ha» 
the  pleafure  of  appearing  among  other 
hdijs  in  a  place  whitht:r  the  race  oF 
meaner  mortals  (eldom  intrudes,  and  of 
rcficcUng  that,  in  the  converfations  of 
the  next  morning,  her  name  will  be  men- 
tioned among  thofe  that  fat  in  the  firft: 
row;  flie  has  the  pleafure  of  retuminf^ 
courtcfies,  or  refuting  to  return  them^ 
of  receiving  compliments  with  civility^ 
or  reje6)ing  them  with  difdain.  She  has 
the  pleafure  of  meeting  fome  of  her  ac- 
quaintance, ef  gueffing  why  the  reft  are 
abicnt,  and  of  telling  them  that  fhe  favr 
the  opei-a,  on  pretence  of  enquiring  why 
they  would  mil's  it.  She  has  the  plea* 
iiue  of  being  fuppofed  to  be  pleafed 
with  a  retined  aniufement,  and  of  liopinc 
to  be  numbered  among  the  votreffes  or 
harmony.  She  has  the  pleafure  of 
efcaping  for  two  hours  the  fu])eriority 
of  a  tilijr,  or  the  controul  of  a  hulbami$ 
and  from  all  thefe  pleafures  (lie  concludes^ 
that  heavenly  mutic  is  the  balm  of  life* 

All  ati'emblies  of  gaiety  are  brought 
topciher  by  motives  of  the  fame  kind« 
The  theatre  is  not  tilled  with  thofe  that 
know  or  regard  the  (kill  of  the  a£tor> 
nor  the  ball-room  by  thofe  who  dance, 
or  attend  to  the  danceis.  To  all  placts 
of  general  refort,  where  the  /bndard  of 
pleafui-e  is  ere6led,  we  run  with  equal 
cageinefs,  or  appearance  of  ca^rnefa« 
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«». 


for  very  different  rcafons.  One  goes 
tbt  he  may  lay  he  has  been  there,  an- 
other becaufe  he  never  mifll's.  This 
man  gors  to  ti-y  whut  he  cm  find ,  and 
that  to dlfcovcr  what  others  find.  What- 
evtrdivfrlion  is  coftly  will  he  trequeut- 
fd  by  thofc  who  delire  to  be  thought 
rich  J  and  whatever  has,  by  any  acci- 
dent, become  f:4(hionnbie,  eafiiy  ccnti- 
nu«  it's  rcjnitation,  becaufe  every  one 
is  a(hamed  of  not  partaking  it. 

To  every  place  of  entertainment  vre 
go  with  expeftation,  and  delire  of  being 
ylafedj  we  meet  others  wlio  are  brought 
1>y  the  fame  motives ;  no  one  will  be  the 
mft  to  own  the  difappointment;  one  face 
nMi  the  fmilc  of  another,  till  each 
Wietes  the  reft  delighted,  and  eiidea- 
voart  to  catch  and  tranfmit  the  circu- 
hting  rapture.  In  time,  ail  are  deceived 
^y  the  cheat  to  which  all  contribute. 


The  A^ion  of  happinefs  is  propagated 
by  every  tongue,  and  confirmed  bv  every 
look,  till  at  lad  all  profefs  the  joy  which 
they  do  not  feel,  confcnt  to  yield  to  the 
general  deluiion ;  and  when  the  volun- 
tary dream  is  at  an  end,  lament  that  blifs 
is  of  fo  (bort  a  duration. 

If  Drugget  pretended  to  pleafures  of 
which  he  had  no  perception,  or  lK):tllcd 
of  one  nmufcment  where  he  was  indulg. 
ing  anotlier,  what  did  he  which  is  not 
done  by  all  fhofe  wlio  read  his  ftory  ?  of 
whom  (bme  pretend  delight  in  convcr^* 
fation,  only  bccaule  they  dare  not  he 
alone ;  fome  prail'e  the  quiet  of  foiitude, 
becaufe  they  are  envious  of  i'enfe  and  im<* 
patient  of  folly;  and  fome  gratify  their 
pride,  by  writinjj  charafters  which  ex- 
pofc  the  vanity  of  life.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
humble  fervant. 


N^  XIX.     SATURDAY,  AUGUST   19. 


SOME  of  thofe  ancient  fagcs  that 
have  exercifcd  their  abilities  in  the 
^<|uiryafter  the fupremt gooJ,  have  been 
^*  opinion,  that  the  highell  degree  of 
^rthly  happinefs  is  quiet ;  a  calm  re- 
Pofc  both  of  mind  and  body,  undilhirb- 
^  by  the  fighi  of  folly  or  the  noife  of 
^finefs,  the  tumults  of  public  com- 
^tKNioD,  or  the  agitations  of  private  in- 
^creltj  a  ftate  in  which  the  mmd  has  no 
Either  employment,  but  to  obfeive  and 
^gulate  her  own  motions,  to  trace 
^lioiight  from  thought,  combine  one 
image  with  another,  raiiefyHems  of  fci- 
xnctt  and  form  theories  of  virtue. 

To  the  fcheme  of  thefe  folitary  fpe- 
culatifts  it  has  been  julHy  obje£led,  that 
jf  they  are  happy,  they  are  happy  only 
'  by  bemg  ufelel's.  That  mankind  is  one 
vail  republic,  where  every  individual 
receives  many  benefits  from  the  labour 
of  others,  which,  by  labouring  in  his 
turn  for  others,  he  is  obliged  to  repay; 
and  that  where  the  united  efforts  ot  all 
are  not  able  to  exempt  all  from  mifery, 
none  have  a  rig'nt  to  withdraw  from 
their  taik  of  vigilance,  or  to  be  indulged 
in  idle  ynCdom  or  folitary  pleaP^ires. 

It  it  common  for  controvcrtifts,  in 
the  bent  of 'difputation,  to  add  one  po- 
iilian  to  another  till  they  reach  the  ex- 
tremitictof  knowkdeje,  wh^  truth  and 
bifboqA  lo^  their  diiliu^ion.     Their 


admirers  follow  them  to  the  brink  of 
abfurdity,  and  then  dart  back  from 
each  fide  towards  the  middle  point.  So 
it  has  happened  in  this  great  difquifition* 
Many  perceive  alike  the  force  of  the  con- 
trary arguments,  find  quiet  ihameful^ 
and  buunefs  dangerous,  and  therefore 
pafs  their  lives  between  them,  in  buiHe 
without  bufinefs,and  in  negligence  with- 
out quiet. 

Among  the  principal  names  of  this 
moderate  fet  is  that  great  philofopher 
Jack  Whirler,  whole  bulinefs  keeps  hina 
in  perpetual  motion,  and  whofe  niotioo 
always  eludes  his  butincfs;  who  is  al- 
ways to  do  what  he  never  does,  who  cau- 
not  (land  ftill  becaufe  he  is  waitfrd  in 
another  place,  and  who  is  wafted  in 
many  places  becaufe  he  Ihys  in  none. 

Jack  has  more  bufinefs  than  he  can 
conveniently  t  ran  fa  61  in  one  houfc ;  he 
has  therefore  one  habitation  near  Bow 
r'hur^h,  and  another  about  a  mile  diftanr. 
By  this  ingenious  diftribution  of  hhnfclf 
between  two  houfcs,  Jack  has  contrived 
to  he  found  at  neither.  Jack's  trade  is 
extenfive,  and  he  has  many  dealers ;  his 
converfation  is  fprightly,  and  he  has 
many  companions;  his  dif(X)ntion  is 
kind,  and  he  has  many  friends.  Jack 
neither  forbears  pleafurc  for  bufinefs,  nor 
omits  bufinefs  for  pleafurc,  but  iscqu:)lly 
inviiible  to  his  friends  and  his  cuftomers } 
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ID  him  that  comes  with  an  invitation  to 
a  club,  and  to  him  that  waits  lo  fcitle 
nn  account. 

When  you  call  at  his  hoxile,  his  clerk 
tells  you,  riiat  Mr.  Whirler  >Aa8  juft 
Aept  o\it»  but  will  be  at  home  exaflly  at 
two ;  you  wait  at  a  coffee  houTc  till  two) 
and  then  find  that  he  has  b«en  at  home, 
a;>d  is  gone  out  again,  but  Teft  word 
that  he  (hould  be  at  the  Half  Moon 
Tavern  atfcven,  where  he  hopes  to  meet 
you.  At  feven  you  go  to  the  tavern. 
At  eight  in  comes  Mr.  Whirler  to  tell 
you,  that  he  is  glad  to  lee  you,  and  only 
begs  leive  to  run  for  a  few  minutes  to 
a  gentleman  that  lives  near  the  Ex- 
chsinge,  from  whom  he  will  return  be- 
fore fupper  can  be  ready.  Away  he 
^nms  to  the  £xchang:e,  to  tell  thofe 
who  are  waiting  for  himy  that  he  mull 
beg  them  to  defer  the  bufmefs  till  to- 
morrow, becaufe  his  time  is  come  at  the 
Half  Moon. 

Jack's  cheaifulnefs  and  civility  rank 
him  among  thofe  whofe  prefence  never 
gives  pain,  and  whom  all  receive  with 
£>ndncfs  and  carcfTes.  He  calls  often  on 
his  friends,  to  tell  them,  that  he  will  come 
again  to-morrow;  on  the  moiTow  he 
Comes  again  to  tcU  them  how  an  unex- 
pefVed'iiimmons  hurries  him  away  .When 
nc  enters  a  iioufc,  his  firft  declaration  is, 
that  he  cannot  fit  down ;  and  fo  (hon  are 
his  vifits,  that  he  ieldom  appears  to 
have  come  for  any  other  reafon  but  to 
fay.  He  muf^  go. 

The  dogs  of  l^gypt,  when  third  brings 
them  to  the  Nde,  ai-e  faid  to  run  as  they 
drink  for  fear  of  the  crorodilcs.  JacK 
Whirfer  always  dines  at  full  fpeed.  He 
enters,  finds  the  family  at  table,  fits  fa- 
miliarly down,  and  fills  his  plate i  but 
whimpe  firft  morfcl  is  in  his  mouthy 


'  hears  the  clock  ilrike,  and  ri 
goes  to  another  houfe,  fits  dow 
recolleds  another  engagement ; 
time  to  taite  the  foup,  makes  a 
cufe  to  the  company,  and  c 
thiougb  another  Ib-eet  his  « 
dinner. 

But  oveiwhelmed  as  he  is  w 
nefs,  his  chief  deiire  is  to  hav^  fi 
Every  new  propofal  takes  pof 
his  thoughtsj  he  foon  balance; 
bilities,  engages  in  the  proje£l, 
almoft  to  completion,  and  then 
it  for  another,  which  he  catc! 
fome  alacrity,  urges  with  the  fai 
me  nee,  and  abandons  with  the  fa 
nefs. 

Every  man  may  beobferved 
certain  ftiain  of  lamentation,  ibi 
liar  theme  of  complaint  on  v 
dwells  in  his  moments  of  d 
Jack's  topic  of  fonow,  is  the 
,  time.  Many  an  excLJlent  def 
guifhes  in  empty  ihcoiy  for 
time.  For  the  omifTion  of  any  c 
want  of  time  is  his  plea  to  otb 
the  negle6l  of  any  anbiirs,  wan 
is  his  excufe  to  himfelf.  That 
time,  he  fmcerdy  believes;  for 
pined  away  many  months  wii 
gering  diltcmper,  for  want  of  tii 
tend  his  health. 

Thus  Jack  Whiiler  lives  in  \ 
fatiguewithout  proportionate  ad 
becaufe  he  docs  not  confider  tha- 
can  fee  all  with  his  own  eyes, 
with  his  own  hands;  that  vf\ 
engaged  in  multiplicity  of  hufin< 
tranfaA  much  by  fubJtitution,  s 
fomething  to  haxard;  and  that 
attempts  to  do  all,  will  waftc  h 
doing  little. 


N^XX.    SATURDAY,  AUGUST  26. 


THERE  i>  no  crime  more  infa- 
mous  thin  the  violation  of  truth. 
It  is  ipparerit  that  men  can  be  focial 
beings  no  longer  than  they  believe  each 
other.    When  fpecch  is  employed  only 
ak  the  vehicle  of  fallhood,  every  man 
mull  difunite  himftlf  from  others,  in- 
habit his  own  eave,  and  feek  picy  only 
for  bimfeff. 
Yet  the  law  of  truth,  thus  facred  and 
ptccShry,    is  broken  without  punilh- 
nteat,  without  cenfure,  in  compliance 
^4th  JaveterMe  prejudice  andpreTailing 


padions.  Men  are  willing  t 
what  they  wifli,  and  encouraj 
thofe  who  gratify  them  with  i 
than  thofe  that  inftiu£^  them  w 
lity. 

For  this  reafon  every  hiflor 
covers  his  country,  and  it  is  ii: 
to  rcgd  the  different  accounts 
great  tvent,  without  a  win>  th 
had  more  power  over  partiality. 

Amidt^  the  io^  of  vk^  cowi^vr* 
the  ac(\iuf\lion  o?  l-ovkx^aowt^ 
not  forbcav  to  con^^  Vio>w 
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this  rtvol'.ition  of  American  power  is  not 
only  now  mentioned  by  the  contL-nding 
'      Bitions,  but  will  be  reprefented  by  the 
writers  of  another  century. 

The  Englifli  hittorian  will  imagine 
himillt'  barely  doinz  jullice  to  Englifh 
Tirtue,  when  he  relates  the  captuie  of 
Louiflxnirg  in  the  following  manner. 

*  Tlie  Englifli  had  hitherto  feen,  with 
great  indignation,  their  atttcmpts  baf- 
Hed,  and  their  force  defied ,  by  an-  cnc- 
nr,  whom  thc)'  conddered  tnemfelves 
as  intitled  to  conquer  by  the  right  of 
pfcilption,  and  whom  many  ages  of 
hfrtd  tary  fTiperiorily  had  taught  them 
to<!cl'pire.  Their  fleets  were  more  nu- 
r.:rous,  and  their  feanicn  braver  tlian 
tiiole  of  France,  yet  they  only  floated 
uiirlcA  on  the  ocean,  and  the  French  dc- 
i"' Jed  them  from  their  jiorts.  Misfi^r- 
t-n«,  as  is  uftial,  produced  difcontent, 
*^-  people  murmircd  at  the  niinifters, 
-Ji^l  ttic  ml.iirttrs  cenfured  the  com- 
ciind:r$. 

*  In  the  fummcr  cf  this  year,  the 
F.iiglilh  began  to  find  their  Aiccefs  an- 
f*craSIc  to  their  caufe.  A  fleet  and  an 
anny  were  ftnt  to  Ameiica,  to  difif>dge 
^'i-^enemus  from  the  leitlcmcnts  which 
|-'^y  had  lb  peifiJioully  midc,  and  I'o 
^niblcntK'  maintained,  :ind  to  rcpivrs  thit 
jio-ATir  which  was  gro\ving  more  every 
^yhy  the  aflbciation  of  the  Indians, 
]*ifh\vhojn  thefc  dc.'^enerate  Europeans 
Wfennaniid,  and  whom  they  fecu red  to 
tbtir  party  hy  prefonts  and  promifes. 

*  in  the  beginning  of  June  thcfljips 
®f  war  and  veflcls  containing  the  land 
forces  appeared  before  Loui(bourg,  a 
pJjcc  fo  lecurc  by  nature,  that  art  was  al- 
"loft  fupeifluous,  and  yet  fortified  by 
J«  as  if  nature  had  left  it  open.  The 
"fencb  boafled  that  it  was  impregnable, 
and  looke  with  fcoi  n  of  all  attempts  that 
?iJd  be  made  againft  it.  The  gar- 
'jJoD  was  numerous,  the  (lores  equal  to 
^  ioRgcft  fiege,  and  their  engineers  and 
^niand«r»  nigh  in  reputation.  The 
Jwth  of  the  harbour  was  fo  narrow, 
^tfaite  ihips  within  might  eafiiy  de- 
^  it  againft  all  attacks  from  the  fea« 
The  French  had,  with  that  caution  which 
*^*afdi  borrow  from  fear  and  attribute 
!»  policy,  eludeil  our  floets,  and  fent 
^that  port  five  great  fliiptiMid  fix 
wullfr,  of  Which  they  funJc  four  in  the 
>J«*  oFthejM&ge,  /iMvingnifed  hat- 

S*^  9^ pootd  troops,  atMllthephcet 
Tf^tbejUwa^thpomble  to  make  a 
■«Wft    Tbt  Englifh,  bowtver^  tmd 


more  to  dread  from  the  roughiiefs  of  the 
fca,  than  from  the  (kill  jr  bi  avei-y  of  tlie 
defendants.  Some  days  pa  fled  before 
the  fjrges,  which  rile  very  hi^»h  round 
that  ifland,  would  futTcr  them  to  land. 
At  lad  their  impatience  could  be  re- 
flrained  no  longerj  they  got  poflefliod 
of  the  ftiore  with  little  lof*  by  the  fea, 
and  with  Icfs  by  the  enemy.  Jn  a  ivn^ 
days  the  artiller)*  w:is  landed,  the  bat- 
teries were  raifcd,  and  the  French  had  nd 
other  hope  than  to  clc,\pe  from  one  poft. 
to  another.  A  fliot  from  tlie  hatteiic< 
fired  the  powder  in  one  of  their  largeft 
fliips,  the  flame  fprc.id  lo  the  two  next, 
and  all  three  were  dclrroyetlj  the  En g* 
liOi  admiral  font  his  boats  a^iinfl  the 
two  l.irtTe  ihips  yet  remaining,  look  therrt 
without  refiltanc'-",  and  terrified  the  gar- 
nfon  to  an  immediate  capitulatitin.' 

Ltt  us  now  oppofeto  this  Englifh  nar- 
rative tlic  rcbtion  which  will  be  pro- 
duced, about  the  fuue  time,  by  the 
writer  of  tiic  avjc  of  Louis  XV. 

*  About  ibis  time  the  Englifli  ad- 
mitted to  the  condu^  of  aftairs.  a  man 
who  undertook  to  fave  from  dcitru^lion 
that  ferocious  aud  turbulent  people,  who^ 
from  the  mean  infolcnce  of  wealthy  trad- 
ers, and  the  l.iwlefs  confidence  of  fuc- 
cclsf 111  robbers,  were  now  funk  in  defnair 
and  Ihipificd  with  horror;  He  called 
in  the  Ihip^  which  had  been  difperfed 
ovtr  the  ocean  to  guard  their  merchants, 
and  fent  a  fttet  and  an  aimy,  in  which 
almoft  the  whole  ftrength  of  England  was 
compril'cd,  to  fecure  their  poltefTior.s  in 
America,  which  were  endangered  alike 
by  the  French  arms  and  the  French  vir- 
tue. We  had  taken  the  Enj^lifli  fortrcfieg 
by  force,  and  gained  the  Indian  nations 
by  humanity.  The  Englifli,  wherever 
they  come,  arc  fure  to  have  the  natives 
for  their  enemies  j  for  the  only  motive 
of  their  fettlcmenls  is  avarice,  jind  the 
only  coniecuence  of  their  fuccefs  is  op- 
preflion.  In  this  war  they  acle'i  lik« 
other  barbarians  5  and,  with  a  degree  of 
outrageous  cruelty,  v^hlcb  the  gentle- 
ncfs  of  our  manners  fcarce  fuffers  us  t6 
conceive,  ottered  rewards  by  open  pro- 
clamation to  thofe  who  flioiitd  bribg  lii 
the  fcalps  of  Indian  women  and  childrem 
A  tracler  alway&  maUcs  wai*  whh  the 
cruelty  of  a  pirate. 

«  They  had  Ibng  VooVlcA.  W\^  wi^ 
Arid  with  tetrbr  upon  Che  \t\^v\cYwtQHi\\\0\. 
the  Frelnch  txerted  ovcc  iVV  i&»^OT'5wwtk 
regions  of  America  \»7  xVve  ^ttc^\ow^ 
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and  new  fortified  wjth  fditie  flight  out- 
works. They  hoped  to  furprizc  the  gar- 
riibn  unprovided;  but  that  flu^illincfs 
which  Rlwavs  def^its  their  malice,  gave 
\is  time  to  tend  Aipplies,  and  to  Ibtion 
(hips  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour, 
Tiiey  came  l)efore  Louifbourff  in  June, 
and  wtn  for  (bnic  time  Id  doubt  whether 
th«y  0iould  land.  But  thecommanderf» 
wlio  had  lately  feen  an  admiral  beheaded 
for  not  having  done  what  he  had  not 
power  to  doy  durft  not  leave  tlie  place 
\maflaulted.  An  Englilhman  has  no 
ardour  for  honour,  nor  zeal  for  duty; 
he  neither  values  glory,  nor  loves  hit 
kings  but  balances  one  dangq-  with 


another,  and  will  fight  ra£h 
hanged.  They  therefore  1 
with  great  lols :  their  enflpn< 
the  lalt  war  with  the  Frer 
fomething  of  the  military  fc 
made  their  approaches  wit 
(kill ;  but  all  thdr  efforts  had 
out  eife£^,  had  not  a  ball  ui 
fallen  intjo  thepowderof  one  • 
which  communicated  the  fir 
and,  by  opening  the  paflage 
hour,  obliged  the  gam  ion  tc 
Thus  was  Loui£ourg  loi' 
troops  marched  out  with  the 
of  tneir  enemies,  who  d 
think  themfelves  mafters  of 
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TO  THB  IDLER* 


BIAR    MR.    XDLCII, 


THERE  is  a  fpecies  of  mifery  or 
of  difeafe,  for  which  our  language 
is  commonly  fuppo(ed  to  be  without  a 
name,  but  which  i  think  is  emphatically 
enough  denominated  liJUfffktfs,  and 
which  is  commonly  termed  a  want  of 
fomething  to  do. 

Of  the  unhapplnefs  of  this  ftate  I  do 
not  expe6l  all  your  readers  to  have  an 
adequate  idea.  Many  arc  overburthened 
with  bufinefs,  and  can  imagine  no  com- 
fort but  in  reft;  many  have  minds  fo 
placid,  as  willingly  to  indulge  a  volun- 
tary lethargy  j  or  fo  narrow,  as  eafily  to 
1)6  filled  to  their  utmoft  capacity.  « By 
thefe  I  (hall  not  be  underftood,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  pitied.  Thofc  only 
will  f^pathize  with  my  complaint, 
yrhak  imagination  is  a£live  and  refolu- 
fif>n  weak,  whofe  defires  are  ardent,  and 
whofe  choice  is  delicate s  who  cannot 
fatisfy  themfelves  with  ftanding  ftill, 
and  yet  cannot  find  a  motive  to  direct 
their  courfe. 

I  was  the  fecond  fon  of  t  pntleman* 
whofe  eAate  was  barely  fufiicient  to  fup- 
}iort  hiiiifclf  and  his  ndr  in  the  dignity 
of  killing  game.  He  therefore  madeute 
of  the  intercll  which  the  alliances  of  hit 
Bniily  afforded  him,  to  procure  me  a 
poft  in  the  army.  1  palled  ibme  years 
in  the  mofl  contemptible  of  all  human 
Aatloni,  that  of  a  ibldier  In  time  of 
peace.  I  wandered  with  the  raiment 
us  the  quarters  were  changed,  without 
cpportunity  forhu^fsp  tafte  for  koow- 
/r^fOof  xnoneyfcrplcifurCif    Vflxxt* 


ever  I  came,  I  was  for  f< 
Granger  without  curiofity, 
wards  an  acquaintance  wit 
(hip.  Having  nothing  to  h 
places  of  fortuitous  refidenc 
my  condu6i  to  chance,  I  h; 
tion  to  offend,  I  had  no 
delight. 

I  fuppofe  every  man  is  fli 
he  hears  how  frequently  foldi 
ing  for  war.  The  wifh  is 
fincere;  the  greater  part  arc 
deep  and  lace,  and  counterfi 
which  they  do  not  feel;  bui 
defire  it  moft,  are  neither  ( 
malevolence  norpatriotifm} 
pant  for  laurels,  nor  deligl 
out  long  to  be  delivered  i 
rannjr  of  idlenefs,  and  refl 
dignity  of  a£live  beings. 

1  never  imagined  myfelf  t 
courage  than  other  men,  yt 
involuntarily  wiihing  for  a 
a  war  at  that  time  I  had 
and  being  enabled,  by  the 
uncle,  to  live  without  my  p 
the  arm}[,  and  i-efolved  to 
own  motions. 

I  was  pleafed  for  a  wh 
novelty  of  independence,  a: 
that  I  had  now  found  wha 
defires.  My  time  was  in  my 
and  my  habitation  was  w 
choice  ihould  fi:L  it.  I  an: 
for  two  years,  in  |>afling  f 
pbce,  and  comparing  one 
with  another  I  but  bemg  at 
of  enuuiry,  and  weary  of 
I  purchafcd  m  houie*  and  d 
family. 
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*  I  now  expe^ed  to  begin  to  bis  hitoy, 
«nd  «ais  bafpy  for  a  fiiort  time  with  that 
iespe£b60m  iui  I  Toon  perceived  my 
%ariCs  tdTobfide,  and  my  imaginatioh 
to  grow  dai^.  The  gloom  thickened 
every  day  round  me.  I  wondered  by 
what  malignant  nower  my  peace  was 
blafted,  till  I  dij[covered  at  laft  that  I 
'had  nothing  to  do. 

Time,  with  all  it*8  celerity,  moves 
,flowly  <o  him,  who(e  whole  employ- 
ment is  to  watch  it*s  flight.  I  ani  forced 
upon  a  thoufand  (hifts  to  enable  me  to 
vnduie  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  day.  I  rife 
"When  I  can  deep  no  longer,  and  take  my 
noming  walk^  I  fee  what  1  have-  ken 
before,  and  return.  I  fit  down,  and 
perf'^ade  roylelf  that  I  (it  down  to  think, 
nnd  it  impoilible  to  think  without  a  Tub- 
jeft,  rife  up  to  enquire  after  news,  and 
endravoiu-  to  kindle  in  myfelf  an  ariificial 
imoaticDce  for  intelligence  of  events, 
which  will  never  extend  any  eonfeqiience 
to  rae,  but  chat  a  few  mmutes  they  ab- 
ftnfl  me  from  myielf . 

When  I  have  beard  any  thing  that  may 
gratify-  rnriofity,  I  am  bufied,  for  a 
while,  in  nmnine  to  relate  it.  I  haften 
from  one  plaCe  of  corcourfe  to  another, 
delighted  with  my  own  importance,  and 
pfpud  to  think  that  I  am  doing  fome- 
thing,  though  1  know  that  another  hour 
would  fpare  my  labour. 

I  had  once  a  loimd  of  vifits,  which  I 


paid  very  regulvly»  but  I  have  nem  tired 
moft  of  my  friends.  When  I  have  fat 
down  I  forget  to  rife,  and  have  more 
than  once  over-heard  one  afking  another 
when  I  would  be  gone.  I  perceive  the 
company  tired,  I  oblerve  the  miftrefs  of. 
the  tamiiy  whifpering  to  her  fervants,  I 
find  orders  given  to  put  off  bufinefs  till 
to-morrow,  I  lee  the  watches  frequently 
infpeftady  and  yet  cannot  withdraw  to 
the  vacoityof  folitude,  or  venture  myfelf 
-in  my  owp  company. 

Thus  bnrthenfome  to  myfelf  and 
others^  I  form  many  fchemes  of  em- 
ployment which  may  make  my  life  ufc- 
ful  or  agreeable,  and  exempt  me  from 
the  ignominy  of  living  b>'  fufferance. 
This  new  courle  I  have  long  defignetl, 
but  have  not  yet  begun.  The  prefent 
moment  is  never  pro|>er  for  the  change, 
but  there  is  always  a  time  in  view  when 
all  obftacles  will  he  removed,  and  I  fhall  • 
furprize  all  that  know  me  with  a  i:ew 
diftributionof  my  time.  Twenty  years 
have  pa  ft  fince  I  have  refolved  a  com- 
plete amendment,  and  twenty  years  have 
been  loft  in  delays.  Age  is  coming 
upon  me}  and  1  fhouul  look  back 
with  rage  and  defpair  upon  the  wafte  of 
life,  but  that  I  am  now  beginning  in 
earneft  to  begin  a  reformation.  I  am. 
Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

Dick  Linger. 
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•It, 


AS  I  was  pafHng  lately  under  one  of 
the  gates  of  &ig  city,  I  wasftruck 
with  h.irror  by  a  rueful  cry,  which 
fiinimoned  mi  to  remember  the  poor 
dibfrs. 

The  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  £ng- 
]iih  laws  are,  by  Engliihraen  at  leal, 
lou.Uy  cdcbratea  j  but  fcarcely  the  moft 
Kaious  admirers  of  our  inftitutions  can 
dunk  that  law  wife,  which,  when  men 
i-mt  capable  of  work,  obliges  them  to 
htgi  or  juft,  which  expofes  the  liberty 
of  one  to  the  paflions  of  another. 

The  profpeiity  of  a  people  is  propor- 

tieoate  to  the 'number  of  hands  and 

<  ^IBiDds  ufefuUy  emplsyed.  To  the  com- 

; .  ttunity,  (edition  is  a  fever,  corruption 

\  *  ik%  f^agitBi^'Mnd  kUeaei'»  sua  dtropby. 


Whatever  body,  and  whatever  ibciety, 
wafles  more  than  it  acquires,  muft  gra- 
dually decay ;  and  every  being  that  con- 
tinues to  be  fed,  and  ceafes  to  labour, 
takes  away  fomeihing  from  the  publick 
ftock. 

The  confinement,  therefore,  of  any 
man  ia  the  doth  and  darknefs  of  a  prifon, 
is  a  lols  to  the  nation,  and  no  gain  to  the 
creditor.  For  of  the  multitudes  who 
arc  pining  in  thole  cells  of  miiery,a  very 
fmall  part  is  fufpeAed  of  any  fraudulent 
a6l  by  which  they  retain  what  belongs 
to  others.  The  reft  are  imprifoned  by 
the  wantonnefs  of  pride,  the  malignity 
of  revenge,  or  the  acrimony  of  difup- 
pointed  expectation. 

If  thoie,  who  thus  rigorouAy  exercife 
jj»e  power  which  ihe  \vw  Vql%  ^\x\\xati 
their  haJ^,  be  alkcd,  n?Vv^  x)Ci«^  <i^\\» 
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t'lnue  to  iroprifbn  thofe  w^om  ibey  know 
to  be  unable  to  piy  them;  one  will  an- 
fwer,  that  hv»  debtor  once  lived  better 
than  himfelf;  another,  that  his  wife 
looked  above  her  neighbours,  and  his 
children  went  in  filk  cloaths  to  the  daiK:- 
Ing-fchool;  and  another,  that  he  pre- 
tended to  be  a  joker  and  a  wit.  Some  will 
freply,  that  if  they  were  in  debt«  they 
ihould  meet  with  the  fame  treatment; 
Ibme,  that  they  owe  no  more  than  they 
can  pay,  and  need  therefore  give  no  sc- 
count  of  their  aflions.  Some  wilt  con- 
fefs  their  rcfolution,  that  their  debtors 
fliall  rot  in  jail;  and  fome  will difcover, 
that  they  hope,  by  crnelty,  to  wring  the 
payment  from  theii"  friends. 

I'be  end  of  all  civil  regulations  is  to 
fecure  private  happinefs  from  private 
foalignity ;  tp  keep  individuals  from  the 
power  ot  one  another;  but  this  end  is 
apparently  negle£led,  when  a  man,  ir- 
ritated with  lofs,  is  allowed  to  be  the 
judge  of  his  own  caufe,  and  to  aflign 
the  punifhment  of  his  own  pain;  when 
the  diftinftion  between  guile  and  hap- 
pinefs,  between  cafuaky  and  defign,  is 
entrufted  to  eyes  blind  with  intcrcrt,  to 
underftandings  depraved  by  rdentment. 

Since  poverty  is  puni(hed  among  us 
%%.&  crime,  it  ought  at  leall  to  be  treated 
with  the  fame  lenity  as  other  eiiines;  the 
offender  ought  not  to  languilh  at  the  will 
pf  him  whom  he  has  offended,  but  to  he 
allowed  feme  appeal  to  the  jiifticc  of"  his 
country.  There  can  he  no  reulbn  why 
any  debtor  fhould  he  imprifoiied,  hut 
that  he  may  he  compelled  to  payment ; 
and  a  term  (hould  thcrefoie  be  fixed,  la 
which  the  creditor  (liould  exhibit  hit  ac- 
cufation  of  concealed  property.  If  fuch 
property  can*  be  dilcovcrcd,  let  it  he 
given  to  thp  creditor ;  if  the  charge  is  not 
offered »  or  cannpt  he  proved,  let  the 
prifoi.er  be  difiniffed. 

Thofc  who  made  the  laws  have  ap- 
parently fup()oreil,  that  every  deficiency 
pf  payment  is  the  drime  ef  the  debtor. 
But  the  truth  is,  that  the  creditor  always 
Ihares  the  a6l,  and  often  more  than  (hares 
lAit  guilt  of  impro'^ier  truft.  It  feldom 
happefis  that  any  man  imprifons  another 
1|ut  for  debts  which  be  fuAinred  to  be 


contiaRcd  in  hope  of  adrantage 
felf,  and  for  b.ir»;aiiis  in  wh:cl 
portioned  his  puHt  to  his  c-ati 
of  the  havMil,  ;iuvi  tlitrc  is  m 
why  one  ihou'j  junifli  the  oti 
contrail  in  which  both  concurn 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
may  juftly  complain  of  harder  tr 
He  that  once  owes  more  than  he 
i$  often  obliged  to  bribe  his  cr 
patience,  by  encreafing  his  debt 
and  worfe  commodities,  at  a  hi 
higher  price,  are  forced  upon  hi 
impoveiifhed  by  compuldve 
and  at  laft  overwhelmed,  in  i 
mon  receptacles  of  mifery,  b 
which,  without  his  own  confc 
accumulated  on  his  head.  T 
lief  of  this  diilirfs,  no  other 
can  be  made,  but  that  by  an  e 
lution  of  debts,  fraud  will  be  1 
out  puniHiment,  and  impruden 
out  awe;  and  that  when  infolve 
be  no  longer  puni(hable,  cr 
ceafe. 

The  motive  to  credit,  is  the 
advantage*  Commerce  can  nc 
a  (top,  while  one  man  wants 
other  can  fupply ;  and  credit  v 
be  denied,  while  it  is  likely  to 
with  profit.  He  that  truds  oi 
he  dcligns  to  fue,  is  criminal  \ 
of  tiutt;  the  ceAation  of  fuch 
trafHck  is  to  be  defired,  and  i 
can  be  given  why  a  change  o 
Ihould  impair  any  other. 

We  fee  nation  trade  witl 
where  no  payment  can  be  c< 
Mutual  convenience  produce? 
confidence ;  and  the  merchants 
to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  ea 
though  they  have  nothing  to  < 
the  lofs  of  trade. 

It  is  vain  to  continue  an  ir 
which  experience  (Jiews  to  be  in 
We  have  now  imprifoned  one  g 
of  debtors  after  another,  but  v 
find  that  their  numbers  Itffcn. 
now  learned,  that  raHinefs  an 
dence  will  n6t  be  deterred  fi  o 
credit;  let  us  try  whetht^r  fraud 
rice  may  be  more  eafily  rcftiai 
giving  it.    I  am;  Sir,  Sin. 
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LIFE  hasiu>p]earure  hijgher  or 
I  tbm  that  oi  Fricndftip. '  It  i 


rornoblcr 
c  is  pain, 
foltoconridery  that  this  fublime  enjoy- 
not  may  be  impaired  or  deftroyed  by  in- 
mmenble  cauics,  and  that  there  is  no 
Inimin  pofleflfion  of  which  the  duration 
iiUt  certain. 

Many  have  talked,  in  very  exalted 
hi{iian,  of  the  perpetuity  of  friend- 
llMp, «  invincible  conihiDcy,  and  un- 
iboable  kindnefs;  and  fome  examples 
krebeen  ften  of  men  who  have  conti- 
ned  Cairhful  to  their  earl  itft  choice,  and 
»)iofeaf&Aion  has  predominated  over 
ckanget  of  forcaney  and  contrariety  of 


8«t  thefe  inftances  are  memorable^ 
htcak  they  %re  rare.  The  friendship 
•hidi  is  to  be  pra6^ifed  or  expefled  by 
coBHiMo  mortals,  muft  take  it's  rife 
frani  mutual  pleafure,  and  mult  end 
vhen  ibe  power  ceafes  of  delighting  each 
other. 

Many  accidents  therefore  may  hap- 
pSi  by  which  the  ardour  of  kindnefs 
win  be  abated,  without  criminal  bafe- 
neft  or  contemptible  incondancy    on 
tidier  part.     To  give  pleafure  is  not  al- 
^Jtin  our  power;  and  little  does  he 
l^Qow  himfeify  who  believes  that  he  can 
be  always  able  to  receive  it. 
.  Tbofe  who  would  gladly  pafs  their 
uyi  together  niay  be  iitparaied  by  the 
^liferent  courfe  of  their   andits;    and 
friendfhip,  like  love,  is  dcflroycd  by  long 
aWence,  though  it  may  be  encreafed  by 
ftort    inteimifljons.      What  we   have 
mifled  long  enough  to  want  it,  we  value 
•lore  when  it  is  re;f ained  \  but  that  which 
has  been  loft  till  it  is  forgotten,  will  be 
found  at  laft  with  little  gladnefs,  and 
with  tlill  lefs  if  a  fubfritute  has  fupplied 
the  place.  A  man  drprived  of  the  com- 
panion to  whom  he  uted  to  open  his  bo- 
Ibm,  and  -with  whom   he  fliarcd  the 
hours  of  Idfure  and  n^errimenr,  ieels 
the  day  ar  firtt  hanging  heavy  v  r.  him; 
his  di^culties  opprefs,  ante  his  doubts 
diftraa  himj  he  fees  time  come  and  go 
without  his  wonted  eratiAcation,  nnd  all 
is  fadnefs  witiiiu and  folitude  about  him. 
But  thif  vnea/jnefs  never  laAs  iongj  ne- 
€eBty produces  expedicntw,  newamufe- 
meata  ane  dU'covefed,  'and  new  Conner* 
(^kw  a  Mdm'ttcd» 


No  expectation  is  more  frequently 
difappointed,  than  that  which  ra'urally 
arifes  in  tlie  mind  from  the  pro'pcCl  of 
meeting  an  old  friend  after  long  fepa- 
ration.  We  expe£l  the  attra^ion  to  be 
revived,  and  the  coalition  to  be  renewed; 
no  man  conHders  how  much  alteration 
time  has  made  in  himfelf,  and  veiy  few 
enquire  what  effeft  it  has  had  upon 
others.  The  f\ri\  hour  convinces  them* 
that  the  pleafure  which  they  have  for- 
merly enjoye<l,  is  for  ever  at  an  end; 
different  fcenes  have  made  different  im- 
preflions;  the  opinions  of  both  are 
changed)  and  that  fnnilitude  of  manners 
and  icntimcnt  is  loli,  which  confirmed 
them  both  in  the  approbation  of  them- 
felves. 

Friendftiip  is  often  deilroyed  by  oppo- 
(ition  of  interell,  not  only  by  the  pon- 
derous and  vifible  intercft  which  the  de- 
iire  of  wealth  and  greatnefs  forms  and 
maintains,  but  by  a  thoufand  fecret 
and  ilight  competitions,  fcarcely  known 
to  the  mind  upon  which  they  operate. 
There  is  fcarcely  any  man  without  fonie 
favourite  trifle  which  he  values  above 
greater  attainments,  fome  defire  of  petty 
praife  which  he  cannot  patiently  fuffer to 
be  fruiirated.  This  minute  ambition  is 
fometimes  croffed  before  it  is  known* 
and  fometimes  defeated  by  wanton  pe- 
tulance: but  fuch  attacks  are  feldora 
made  without  the  lofs  of  friendship;  for 
whoever  has  once  found  the  vulnerable 
part  will  always  be  feared,  and  the  le- 
fcntment  will  burn  on  in  litcret  of  which 
fhame  hinders  the  diicovery. 

This,  however,  it  a  flow  malignity,' 
which  a  wife  man  will  obviate  as  incon- 
fiftcnt  with  quiet,  and  a  good  man  will 
reprei'sas  contrary  to  virtue;  but  human 
happinefs  is  fometimes  violated  by  fome 
more  fudden  (Irokes. 

A  difputc  begun  in  jeft,  upon  a  fub- 
jt6i  which  a  moment  before  was  on  both 
parts  mgarded  with  carelefs  indifference, 
is  continued  by  the  defire  of  conqueli, 
till  vanity  kindles  into  rage,  and  oppo- 
fition  rankles  into  enmity.  Againft  this 
hafty  mifchief,  I  know  not  what  fecu- 
rity  can  be  obvamed*.  ii\ttVN«\\VV».C^tcvt- 
times  furpr'ued  \i\io  <\M^ut\%\  %t(i\ 
though  tVvey  m\|;yvi  V>oi\i  YaSuxi  \^  t« 
cofkciiiaiiont  u  CooiKk  an  ^^cut^  vatcxiXxV 
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Jubfided,  yet  two  minds  will  ftildom  be 
'  found  together,  which  can  at  once  Tub- 
due  their  dircontL-ivt>  or  imrnediitely  en- 
joy the fwoefsof  peace,  without rein^- 
bering  the  wounds  of  the  confli^.. 

Friendfhip  his  other  enemies.  Su- 
fpicion  iyiFw^rys hardening  the  cautiou^, 
«nd  difgffft  Vepell'mg  the  delicate.  Very 
lender  difftrences  will  fometimcs  part 
thofe  whom  long  licciprocation  of  civility 
or  beneficence  has  united.  Lonelove  and 
Ktnger  retired  into  tht  country  to  enjoy 
the  company  of  each  other,  and  returnea 
in  fix  weeks  cold  and  prtulant.  Ranj^r*s 
-ptcafurt  was  to  walk  in  the  fields,  anH 
LoDeloTe*$  to  fit  in  a  bower  |  cisch  ha3 


complied  with  tbe  other  in  histi 
cacb  was  angry  that  compliance  k 
rxaacd. ' 

The  moft  fatal  difeale  of  frier 
gradual  decay,  or  diHike hourly. ei 
by  caufes  too  (lender  for  compfe 
loo  numerous  for  remoral,  ;  *TR 
are  angry  may  be  reconciled ;  m 
have  been  injured  may  receive  a 
pence;  but  when  the  defirc  of  • 
and  willingnefs  to  be  pleafed  is 
diminiflied,  the  renovation  of  fri 
is  hopelefs ;  as,  when  the  vital 
1hik  into  languor,  there  is  bo  ioii 
nfe  of  the  phyiician. 


N'^XXIV.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3c 


WHEN  man  fees  one  of  ^  Infe- 
rior creatures  perched  upon  a  tre*, 
-iir  baiking  in  the  funftiine,  without  any 
apparent  endeavour  or  purfutt,  he  often 
ws  himfelf,  or  his  companion-*-*  On 
*  what  that  animal  can  be  fuppoiiMi  to 
'  be  thinking?* 

Of  this  queftion,  fmce  neither  bird 
l»r  beaii  can  anlWer  it,  we  muft  be  con- 
tent to  Jive  without  the  refolution.  We 
Itnow  not  how  much  the  brutes  recoUeft 
of  the  pafVy  or  anticipate  of  the  future; 
what  power  they  have  of  comparing  and 
preferring;  or  whether  their  faculties 
inay  not  reft  in  motionleft  indifllerence, 
till  tbey  are  moved  by  the  pnfeiice  of 
their  proper  objeA«  or  ftimuiated  to  aft 
by  corporal  ftnfationt. 

I  am  the  left  inclined  to  thelb  fuper- 
|biout  enquiries,  becaufe  I  have  always 
baea  able  to  find  fufiicient  matter  for 
'  piriofity  in  my  own  fpecies.  It  is  ufe- 
.  kfa  to  go  ^r  in  queft  of  that  which  may 
be  found  at  home ;  a  very  narrow  circle 
pi  obiarfation  will  Aipply  a  fufficient 
aumber  of  men  and  women,  who  might 
be  aftad  with  equal  propriety—^  On 
f  what  they  can  be  thinking?* 

Ir  <ir  reofonable  to  believa,  that 
tboughtr  like  every  thing  elfe,  hms  it^s 
<aii<ies  abd  cfS^6ts;  that  it  muft  proceed 
fipom  fomething  known,  done,  or  lufFer- 
cd$  and  ra^fft  produce  fome  a^^ion  or 
cveim  Yet-  how  great  is  the  number 
of  thofe  iff  wheie  mindt  no  fource  of 
thought  hit  ever  been  opened,  in' wh^fe^ 
life  no  tonftauence  of  thougbt  is  evtr' 
-difoovtred)  wh^  have  learned  nothing 
tfpmn  whkktiicjr^xam nMtp^i^ hare 


neither  feen  nor  felt  any  thing 
could  leave  it's  traces  on  the  it 
who  neither  forefee  nor  defire  any 
of  their  condition;  and  have  t 
neither  fear,  hope,  nor  defign, 
wre  fuppoiiKl  to  be  thinking  beii 

To  every  aft  a  fuhjeft  is  n 
He  that  thinks,  muft  think  up<y 
'thing.  But  tell  me,  ye  that  piern 
-into  nature,  ye  that  take  the  wi( 
veys  of  life,  inform  me,  kind  A: 
Malbranche,  and  of  Locke,  wl 
fomething  can  be,  which  exci 
continues  thought  in  maiden  aui 
fmall  fortunes;  in  younger  broth 
live  upon  annuities;  in  traders 
from  bufmefs ;  in  foldiers  abfei 
their  regiments;  or  in  widows  th 
no  children? 

Life  is  commonly  confidered  s 
aftive  or  contemplative;  hut  fur 
divifion,  how  long  foever  it  has  1 
ceived,  is  inadequate  and  fal 
There  are  mortals  whofe  life  is  c 
not  aftive,  for  they  do  neither  g 
evil)  and  whofe  life  cannot  be  | 
called  contemplative,  for  they  n 
tend  either  to  the  conduft  of  mer 
works  of  Nature,  hut  rife  in  thi 
ing,  look  round  thtm  till  night 
kfs  ftupidity,  go  to  bed  and  tie 
rife  again  in  the  morning. 

It  has  been  lately  a  celebrate 
Hon  in  tiiefchoolsof  philofophy, 
thifiul  altjcays  thinks  ?  Some  k 
iintrd  the  foul  to  be  the  prnxmrk^ 
ing ;  f:oncluded  that  it's  c^bnca 
in  aft;  that  if  it  (hould  dtUk.ti 
would  ceaiie  to  bej  and  tfaA^d 
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s  bttt  another  name  for  extinc- 
nd.    This  argument  it  fubtie^ 

conclufive;  becaiife  it  tuy* 
at  cannot  be  proved,  that  the 
F  mind  it  uroperly  defined. 
left  to  difdain  fubtilry,  when 
ill  iiot  fenre  their  purpofe,  and 

daHy  experience.  We  fpend 
in,  they  fay,  in  deep,  without 
remembrance  of  any  thoughts 
en  paflfed  in  our  minds;  and 
:an  only  by  our  own  confciouf- 
m  that  wc  think,  why  (hould 
le  that  we  have  had  thought  of 
confcioulhef's  remains? 
rgument,  which  appealt  to  ex« 
may  from  experience  be  con- 
Ve.  every  day  do  fomethin? 
i  forget  when  it  is  done,  and 
have  been  done  only  by  confe- 

Thc  wakins;  hours  aie  not  de- 
lve been  paflfed  in  thought;  yet 
hall  endeavour  to  recollect  on 
the  ideas  of  the  former,  will 
.  the  eye  of  refle£iion  upon  va- 
e  will  find  that  the  greater  part 
ably  vanifhed,  and  wonder  how 
mft  could  come  and  go,  and 
jttle  behind  them, 
co^  only  that  the  arguments 
ides  are  defeftive,  and  to  throw 

tenet  into  it's  former  uncer- 


tainty, IS  the  fport  of  wanton  or  mafe- 
▼oleot  ifcepticifm,  delighting  to  fc^  th< 
fons  of  Philofophy  at  work  upon  a  taflc 
whidi  never  can  be  finifhetl;  at  variance 
on  a  cjueftion  that  can  never  be  decided. 
I  fliail  fvggeft  an  argument  hitherto 
■  overlooked,  which  may  perbtps  deter* 
lAine  the  contnyverly. 

If  it  be  impoAble  to  Aihk  without 
materials,  there  muft  necrflarily  be 
minds  that  do  not  always  |hink ;  an4 
whence  (haU  we  fntnifh  materials  for 
the  meditation  of  the-gKitton  between 
his  meals-,  of  the  iportfraan  m  a  rainf 
month,  Af  the  annuitant  between  the 
days  of  quarterly  payment,  of  the  pdi* 
tici!iii  when  the  nfails  are  detjuned  l^ 
contrary  winds? 

•  .But  how  frequent  Cocvtr  may  be  thd 
examples  of  exigence  without  thought^ 
tt  is  certainly  a  ftate  not  much  to  be  de- 
fired.-  He  that  lives  in  torpid  infenfibi* 
lity,  wants  nothing  of  a  carcafe  but  pu^ 
trefa£^ion.  It  is  the  part  of  every  inha- 
bitant of  the  earth  to  partake  the  pains 
and  pleafures  of  his  fellow  beings;  and, 
as  in  a  road  through  a  country  defart 
and  uniform,  the  traveller  hnguifhes 
for  want  of  amufemenr,  fo  the  paflage 
of  life  will  be  tedious  and  irkfome  to 
him  who  does  jiot  beguile  it  by  dtvcrfi* 
ficd  ideas. 


N^  XXV.,  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  7. 


TO   TUB   IDLER. 

# 

I  very  conftant  frequenter  of 
layhoufe,  a  place  to  which  I 
le  Idler  not  much  a  Granger, 
an  have  no  where  elfe  fo  much 
nent  with  fo  little  concurrence 
n  endeavour.  At  all  other  af- 
hc  that  comes  to  receive  de- 
1  be  expe^ed  to  give  it;  but  in 
ie,  nothing  is  necclfary  to  the 
fit  of  two  hours,  but  to  lit 
1  be  willing  to  be  pleafed. 
ift  week  has  oflfered  two  new 
th*fe  tcwn.  The  appeararxe 
(rnent  of  a^lors  are  the  great 
the  theatrical  world;  and  their 
mnances  fill  the  pit  with  con- 
id  prognollitation,  as  the  firft 
f  a  ntvf  monarch  agitate  na- 
I  hope  or  fear. 

opinion  I  have  formed  of  the 
Wmcg  ofihtk  €MDdid»tc$  for 


dramaticglory,  it  is  not  neceflkry  to  de* 
clare.  Their  entrance  gave  nne  a  higher 
and  npbler  pleafure  than  any  borrowed 
chara£ler  can  afford.  I  faw  the  nmkt 
of  the  theatre  emulating  each  other  in 
candour  and  humanity,  and  contending 
who  fliould  moll  efi^ually  aifift  the 
ftru^gles  of  endeavour,  dilTipatethe  blufli 
of  iliWence,  and  ftill  the  flutter  of  ti- 
midity'. 

This*  behaviour  \i  fuch  as  becomes  a 
people,  tou  tender  to  reprefs  tbofe  who 
wifh  to  pleai'tfj  too  geneious  to  infult 
thofe  who  can  make  no  refiftancc.  A 
public  performer  is  ib  much  in  the  power 
of  fpcttators,  that  all  iinnecefiTory  icvc- 
rity  is  reftrained  by  that  general  law  of 
humnnit)',  which  forbids  us  to  be  cnid 
where  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared. 

In  every  new  performer  fomethhi^ 
mutlbe  pardoned.  No  man 'can,  hjinj 
force  of  refolutton,  fecufe  to  KimOdf  iWt 
full  poi&i&oa  oC  Vi\%  o^im  ^v««t(\^«QAiik 
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the  eye  of  a  large  aflfembly.  Variation 
of  gefture,  and  flexion  of  voice,  are  to 
be  obtained  only  by  experience. 

There  it  nothing  for  which  fnch  num- 
bers think  themfelvet  qualified  at  for 
theatrical  exhibition.  Everv  human  be- 
ing hat  an  aflion  graceful  to  his  own 
eye»  a  voice  mulical  to  his  o^xm  ear,  and 
a  fenfibilitv  which  Nature  forbids  him 
to  know  that  any  other  bofom  can  ex- 
cel. An  art  in  which  fuch  numbeis 
fancy  themfelves  excellent,  and  which 
the  public  liberally  rewards,  will  excite 
many  competitors,  and  in  many  at- 
tempts there  mutt  be  many  mifcar- 
riages. 

The  care  of  the  critic  fhould  be  to 
diftinguifli  error  from  inability,  faults 
•f  inexperience  from  dere6l8  of  nature. 
AAion  irregular  and  turbulenr  may  be 
reclaimed ;  vociferation  vehement  and 
confufed  may  be  retrained  an. I  modu- 
lated; theftalk  of  the  tyrant  may  become 
the  gait  of  a  mm ;  the  y  ell  of  inarticulate 
diftrefs  may  be  reduced  to  human  la- 
mentation. All  thele  faults  fhould  be 
for  a  time  overlooked,  and  afterwards 
ccnfiyed  with  ecntlenefs  and  candour. 
But  if  in  an  a^or  there  appears  an  ut- 
ter vacancy  of  meaning,  a  frigid  equa- 
Ijtyi  a  flupid  languor,  a  torpid  apariiy, 
the  greateft  kindnefs  that  can  be  fhewn 
himy  is  a  fpcedy  fentence  of  expul- 
iion. 

I  am.  Sir,  &:c. 

The  plea  which  my  correfpondent  has 
•fFered  for  young  actors,  I  am  very  far 
from  wiiliing  to  invalidate.  I  always 
confidcred  thofe  combinations  whi^  are 
Ibmetimes  formed  in  the  piayhoufe,  as 
aAs  of  fraud  or  of  cruelty,  he  that  ap- 
plauds  him  who  does  not  dcferve  praife, 
u  endeavouring  to  deceive  the  public  j 
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be  that  hiflfes  in  malice  or  fpofty  it  II 
opprtflor  and  a  robber. 

But  furely  this  Uudable  forbeannce 
might  be  juftly  extended  to  young  poen. 
The  art  of  the  writer,  like  that  of  the  play- 
er, is  attained  by  flow  degrees.  Tbepowcr 
of  diflinguifliing  and  difcriminating co- 
mic characters,  or  of  filling  tragedy  with 
poetical  images,  muit  be  die  gift  of  Na- 
ture, which  no  inftru6tion  nor  laboor 
can  Aipplyi  but  the  art  of  dramatic  dif- 
pofition,  the  contexture  of  the  fcems, 
the  oppoiidon  of  characters,  the  tnvohi- 
tion  of  the  plot,  the  expedients  of  fa* 
fpenfion,  ana  the  (tratagems  of  furprice, 
are  to  be  learned  by  practice  $  and  it  ii 
cruel  to  difcourage  a  poet  for  ever,  be- 
caufe  he  has  not  from  genius  what  only 
experience  can  beltow. 

Life  is  a  flage.    Let  me  likewiie  fb« 
Ficit  candour  for  the  young  a^or  on  thi 
flage  of  life.     They  that  enter  into  the 
world  are  too  often  treated  with  tinrea- 
fonable  rigour  by  thofe  that  were  ooce 
as  ignorant  and  heady  as  themfelttS) 
and  diltinCtion  is  not  always  made  be- 
tween the  faults  «»hich  require  fpeedy 
and  violent  eradication,  and  thofe  thit 
will   gradually  drop  away  in  the  pro- 
greflTion  of  life.     Vicious  folicitations  of 
appetite,  if  not  checked,  will  grow  more 
importunate;  and  mean  arts  of  proflt  oc 
ambition  will   gather   ftrength    in  the 
mind,  if  they  are  not  eirly  fupprefled. 
But  miflaken  notions  of  fiiperionty,  de« 
fires  of  ufelef^  ftiow,  pride  of  little  ac- 
comptifhments,  and  all  the  train  of  va- 
nity, will  be  brufhed  away  by  the  wing 
of  time. 

Reproof  fhould  not  exhauft  it's  power 
upon  petty  failings;  let  it  watch  dili- 
gently againft  the  incuriion  of  vice,  and 
leave  foppery  and  futility  to  di^  of  them* 
felvet. 


N»  XXVI.    SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  14. 


Sll.     IDLXly 

1  Never  thoui^ht  that  I  fhould  write 
any  thing  tu  be  printed;  but  having 
lately  feen  your  firlt  fifTay,  which  was  fent 
ilown  into  the  kitchen,   with  a  great 
-  bundle  of  gazettes  and  ufelefs  papers,  I 
find  that  you  are  willing  tu  admit  any 
forrefpondent,  and  therefore  hope  you 
will  not  rejeSi  me.     If  y-  'u  publifli  my 
letter,  it  mzy  encourage  others,  in  thi 
^me  cmadition  with  myfclf,  to  ttll  their 


ftones,  which  may  be  perhaps  at  uieful 
as  thofe  of  great  laMies. 

I  am  a  poor  girl.  I  was  bred  in  tht 
country  at  a  chaiity-fchool,  maintained 
by  the  contributions  of  wealthy  neigh* 
hours.  The  ladies,  or  patroneffet,  vifit- 
ed  us  from  time  to  time,  examined  bow 
we  were  taught,  and  faw  that  our  cloatbt 
were  clean.  Wt  \WedVva^y\\^  «ivo>]k!^ 
and  were  iikV\vu€Vtd  to  Va  x>^-^ivVA>]\  \n 
tlioie  at  YrboDt  cull  ^ne  i««t«  «\MCJk\»& 
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I  vras  always  the  favmir'te  of  nty 
iTiiilrefsi  (he  u led  to  call  mc  to  rnd  and 
flkw  my  copy-book  to  all  Aiangersy 
who  never  dilmiflTcd  me  without  corn- 
mwidiiion,  and  very  feldom  without  a 
ihlliing. 

At  laft  the  chief  of  our  rubfcribersy 
liariog  pafled  a  winter  in  London,  came 
down  full  of  an  opinion  new  and  ftranze 
to  die  whole  country.  She  held  it  little 
^iefi  than  criminal  to  teach  poor  girls  to 
read  and  write.     •  They  who  are  bom 

*  CO  poterty,'-  (he  faid^  •  are  born  to  ig- 

*  noraiiccy  and  will  work  the  harder  the 

*  Irfs  ther  know.*  She  told  her  friendt, 
that  London  wat  in  confufion  by  the  in- 
iblence  of  (ervants;  that  fcarcely  a  wench 
was  to  be  get  fir  sU  nmrk^  fince  educa- 
tion hod  made  fuch  numbers  of  fine  la- 
dies* that  Dobodv  would  now  accept  a 
lower  titk  than  that  of  a  waiting- maid, 
or  fiMsethins  that  might  qualify  her  to 
wear  laced  £oes  and  long  nifHes,  and  to 
it  at  work  in  the  parlour-window.  But 
ihe  wat  reiblvody  lor  her  part,  to  fpoil  no 
roocc  girls;  tbofe  who  were  to  live  by 
thor  hands,  (hould  neither  read  nor  write 
out  of  her  pocket;  the  world  ¥ras  bad 
enough  already,  and  (he  would  have  no 
part  in  making  it  worie. 

She  was  for  a  fliott  time  warmly  op- 
po(<d  i  bat  Ihe  perfevered  in  her  notions* 
and  withdrew  her  fubfcription.  Few 
liftcn  without  a  (iefire  of  conviAion  to 
tbofe  who  advi(e  them  to  fpare  their  mo- 
ney. Her  example  and  her  amiments 
gamed  ground  daily,  and  in  left  than  a 
year  the  whole  parifli  was  convinced, 
that  the  nation  would  be  ruined,  if  the 
children  of  the  poor  were  Uught  to  read 
and  write. 

Our  fclKiol  was  now  diffolvedj  my 
niftreft  kiflcd  me  when  we  parted,  and 
told  roe*  that,  being  old  and  helplefs, 
flie  could  not  aflift  met  adviled  me  to 
feek  a  fiwice,  and  chamd  me  not  to 
forg^  what  I  had  learned. 

My  reputation  for  fcholarflilp,  which 
had  hitherto  recommended  me  tofavour^ 
was,  by  the  adherents  to  the  new  opi- 
nkm,coo6dcrad  aaacrimei  and,  when  I 
ojfeied  mvfelf  to  any  miftrefs,  I  had  no 
other  tsuwrthan— '  Sure,  child,  you 

*  woold  flot  wvfffci  hard  work  is  not  fit 

*  for  a  pai*i»aniii)  a  fcrubbing>bru(h 
«  wioald  ^o9  your  hand,  childr 

I*eookl  aoe  uwe  at  homcf  Mmd  while 
Iwa$€mdderwto  wlat I Okould bt- 
ar  of  tht  girls,  who  ludgono 
fM0rM0ai$0liad^,  cameJow^ 


in  a  fiik  gown,  flmt  told  her  arquaint- 
ancc  how  well  flic  lived,  uhat  fine 
things  llie  law,  and  what  great  wages 
(he  received.  I  refoivcil  to  try  my  for* 
tune,  and  took  my  paiTage  in  the  next 
week^s  wag|7on  to  London.  I  had  no 
fnarcs  laid  for  me  at  my  arrival,  but 
came  fafe  to  a  filU-r  of  my  miibels,  who 
undertook  to  get  me  a  place.  She  knew 
only  the  families  of  m^an  tradefmen^ 
and  I,  having  no  high  opinion  of  my 
owl)  qualifications,  was  willing  to  ac* 
cept  the  firiV  offer. 

My  fii  ll  iitilb-efs  was  wife  of  a  work* 
ing  watchmaker,  who  earned  more  than 
was  fiifficicut  to  keep  his  family  in  de* 
cency  and  plenty;  but  it  was  their  con- 
ftant  practice  to  hire  a  chaife  on  Sunday^ 
and  {pend  half  the  wac^es  of  the  week  on 
Richmond  Hill;  of  Monday  he  com* 
monly  lay  half  in  bed,  and  ^aent  ths 
other  halt  in  merriment ;  Tueulay  and 
Wednefday  confumed  the  reft  of  hit 
moncv;  and  three  days  every  week  were 
pafTea  in  extremity  of  want  by  ui  who 
were  left  at  home,  while  my  mafter  lived 
on  tnift  at  an  alehoufc.  You  may  be 
fure,  that  of  the  fuflerers  the  maid  fuf* 
fercd  moft;  and  I  left  them,  after  three 
months,  rather  than  be  ftarved. 

I  was  then  maid  to  a  hatter*t  wi£k 
There  was  no  want  to  be  dreaded,  fit. 
they  lived  in  ptfpetual  luxury.  Mv 
miitrefs  was  a  aili|;cnt  woman,  and  rote 
early  in  the  mornmg  to  fet  the  journey* 
men  to  work ;  my  mafler  wat  a  man 
much  beloved  by  his  neighbours,  and  (at 
at  one  club  or  other  every  ni^ht.  I  was 
obliged  to  wait  on  ray  mafter  at  nighty 
anil  on  my  miftrefs  in  the  morning.  He 
feldom  came  home  before  two,  and  flio 
rofe  at  five.  I  could  no  more  live  with* 
out  deep  than  without  food,  and  there* 
fore  entreated  them  to  look  out  for  an* 
other  iervant. 

My  next  removal  was  to  a  linen* 
draper^s,  who  had  fix  children.  Mf 
miftrefs,  when  I  firfl  entered  the  houfe^ 
informed  me,  that  I  muft  never  contra* 
di£t  the  children,  nor  fuffer  them  to  err* 
I  had  no  defire  to  offend,  and  readily 
promi&d  to  do  my  beft.  But whcaX 
eave  them  their  bneakfaft,  I  could  n$t 
help  all  firft;  when  I  was  playing  with 
one  in  my  lap,  I  was  forced  to  keep  the 
reft  in  expenation.  That  which  waaMit 
gratified  alwaya  t^ttd  !^ Veisvq  ^s^^ 
a  loud  outciy« ^hUcVv  ^tm«  tum&a 
a  fiiry  at  aM^indniioc»Aed.v^9a-^9^ 
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dren  quiet,  who  were  bribed  to  be  cla- 
morout;  and  was  therefore  difmifTed,  as 
«  girl  honeft,  but  not  good-natured. 
I  then  IJTed  with  a  couple  that  kept  a 

rtty  (hop  of  remnants  and  cheap  linen, 
was  qualified  to  make  a  bill,  or  keep 
a  book;  and  being  therefore  often  called, 
at  a  bufy  time,  to  fcrve  the  cuftomers, 
eiq>e3ed  that  I  (hould  now  be  happy,  in 
proportion  as  I  was  ufeful.  But  my 
minrefs  appropriated  every  day  part  of 
the  profit  to  fome  private  ufe,  and,  as  (lie 
grew  bolder  in  her  theft,  at  Jaft  deduct- 
ed fuch  fums,  that  my  maf^er  began  to 
wonder  how  he  fold  fo  much,  and  gain* 


ed  fo  little.  She  pretended  to  alTifl  hb. 
enquiries,  .and  began,  very  gravely,  to 
hope  that  Betty  ivas  ifo/wjl,  and  jet  tktfi 
Jharp  girls  were  apt  to  be  light  "fingereJk 
You  will  believe  that  I  did  not  ttay  there 
much  longer. 

The  reft  of  my  (lory  I  will  tell  yoa 
in  another  letter;  and  only  beg  to  bein- 
fbrmedi  in  ibme  paper,  fK*  which  of 
my  places,  except  perhaps  the  lad,  I 
was  dir<:|ualiiied,  by  my  (kill  in  reading 
and  writing.  I  am.  Sir,  your  very 
humble  fcrvant, 

Betty  Broom* 


N<>  XXVII.    SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  21. 


IT  has  been  the  endeavour  of  all  thofe 
whom  tlte  world  has  i-cvcrcnced  for 
fuperior  wifdom,  to  perfuade  man  to  be 
acquainted  with  himi'elf,  to  learn  his 
own  powers  and  his  own  weaknefs,  to 
obferve  by  what  evils  he  is  moft  danger- 
oiifly  beiet,  and  by  what  temptations 
moit  eafily  overcome. 

This  counfcl  has  been  often  given 
with  ferious  dignity,  and  often  received 
with  appearance  ot  conviction ;  but,  as 
veiy  few  can  fearch  deep  into  their  own 
minds  without  meeting  what  they  wi(h 
to  hide  from  themfclvcs,  Icarcc  any  man 
perfifts  in  cultivating  fuch  dilagreeahle 
acquaintance,  but  di-aws  the  veil  again 
between  his  eyes  and  his  heart,  leaves 
bis  paAlons  and  appetites  as  he  found 
them,  and  advifes  others  to  look  into 
themfelves. 

This  is  the  common  refult  of  enquiry 
even  among  thole  that  endeavour  to  j^row 
wifer  or  better,  but  this  endeavour  is  far 
enough  from  frequency;  the  greater  part 
ol'  the  multitudes  that  fwarm  upon  the 
earth  have  never  been  dKhirbed  by  fuch 
uneafy  cnriofity,  but  deliver  themfelves 
va^  Co  buibiefs  or  to  pleaTure,  plunge  in- 
t^  the  current  of  life,  whether  placid  or 
turbulent*  and  pafs  on  from  one  point  of 
firor|>ed  to  another,  attentive  rather  to 
aay  thing  than  the  (late  of  thr  ir  minds ; 
iatisfitdy  at  an  ealy  rate,  with  an  opi- 
nion, that  they  are  no  worfe  than  others, 
that  every  man  mud  mind  his  own  m- 
taoAt  .or  that  their  pleafures  hurt  only 
themiclvet,  and  are  therefore  no  propar 
fabyeBs  efcenfurcm 
Strnte,  hovvtver,  then  are,  whmn  tbe 
*atr^£mn  ^ (kiupln,  the  rfoutk&mi  f^ 


better  notions,  or  the  latent  reprehenfion 
of  e:ood  examples,  will  not  fuifer  to  live 
entii-cly  contented  with  their  own  con- 
du6l;  thefc  are  forced  to  pacify  themu* 
tiny  of  reafon  with  fair  nromiiesi  and 
quiet  their  thoughts  with  clefigns  of  call- 
ing all  their  a£lions  to  review,  and  plan- 
ning a  new  fcheme  for  the  time  to  come. 

'Inhere  is  nothing  which  we  eftimate 
fo  fallacioufly  as  the  force  of  our  own 
refolutionsi  nor  any  fallacy  which  we  fu 
unwillingly  and  taixlily  dcteiV.  He  that 
has  i-efolved  a  thouiand  times,  and  a 
thou  land  times  deferted  his  own  purpof^ 
yet  fuflfers  no  abatement  of  his  confi- 
dence, but  ftill  believes  himfelf  his  own 
mafter;  and  able,  by  iiyiate  vigour  of 
foul,  to  prels  forward  to  his  end,  through 
all  the  obftru6^ions  that  inconveniences 
or  delights  can  put  in  his  way. 

That  this  miitake  (hould  prevail  for  a 
time,  is  very  natural.  Wheri  convic* 
tion  is  prefent,  and  temptation  out  of 
fight,  we  do  not  eafily  conceive  how  airy 
reafonable  being  can  deviate  from  his 
true  intereft.  What  ought  to  be  done 
while  it  yet  hangs  only  in  fpeculatioii, 
is  fo  plain  and  certain,  that  there  is  no 
place  for  doubt ;  the  whole  foul  yields 
itfelf  to  the  predominance  of  ti-uth,  and 
readily  determines  to  do  what,  when  the 
time  of  a6lion  cpmes,  vrill  be  at  laft 
omitted. 

I  believe  raoft  men  njay  review  all  the 
lives  that  have  pafled  within  their  obfer- 
vation,  without  reraembeiing  one  effi- 
cacious refolution,'or  bein^r  able  to  tell 
a  Angle  iiilbnce  of  a  courle  of  pra^fice 
fuddenly  cY»at\^  iti '  cowtec^wervt^  o^  i. 
change  of  opmwn,  «  ww  tVVaSaVv^r^ttvx. 
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isnation.  Many  indeed  alter 
lu^ly  and  are  not  at  fifty  what 
at  thiny,  but  they  coilunonly 
iperceptibly  from  theinfclves, 
the  train  of  external  caufesy 
tr   fuffered  reformation  than 

t  uncommon  to  charge  the  dif- 
rtwecn  pronufe  and  perform- 
ween  pi'ofedlon  and  reality, 
<  defign  and  ftudied  deceit;  but 
is,  that  there  is  veiy  little  hy- 
the  world;  we  do  not  fo  often 
or  wiHi  to  impofe  on  others 
Pelves;  we  rcfolve  to  do  rights 
>  keep  our  refolutions,  we  de- 
1  to  coufiim  our  own  hope, 
r  own  inconftancy  by  calling 
►four  anions;  but  at  laft  ha- 
s,  and  thofe  whom  we  invited 
imph,  laugh  at  our  defeat. 

is  commonly  too  ftrong  for 
■efolute  refolver,  though  fur- 
thcaflfaultwlth  all  theweapons 
)hy.  *  He  that  endeavours  to 
lelf  from  an  ill  habit,*  fays 


Bacon,  *  mttft  not  chai|ge  too  much  at 

*  a  time,  Jeil  he  flunild  be  difoouratted 
<  by  difficulty;  nor  too  little,  for  Sm 

*  he  will  make  but  flow  i^stacu**. 
This  is  a  precept  which  may  be  ap- 
plauded in  a  book,  but  will  tail  19,  tht 
trial,  in  which  every  chaage  wiU  \m 
found  too  great  or  too  littk.  Thoiif 
who  have  been  able  to  conquer  habit| 
are  like  thoie  that  are  fabled  to  have  n« 
turned  from  the  realms  of  Pluto: 


Paucif  fucs  itfuus  c — ^„ 
JupUer^  atfue  ardent  evexit  ad  ittkera  t^rhtu 

The^  are  fufficient  to  give  hope,  but  not 
fecurity ;  to  animate  the  conteft,  but  not 
to  promiie  viftory. 

Thofe  who  are  in  the  power  of  evil 
habits  muft  conquer  them  as  they  can; 
and  conquered  they  muft  be,  or  neither 
wifdom  nor  happinefs  can  be  attained  s 
but  thofe  who  are  not  yet  fubje^  to  their 
influence  may,  by  timely  caution,  pie- 
ferve  their  medom;  they  may  eJBTeAiudly 
reiblve  to  efcape  the  tyrant,  'whom  thej 
will  very  vainly  refolve  to  conquer* 
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ry  eafy  for  a  man  who  (ittidle 
le,  and  has  nobody  to  pleafe 
f,  to  ridicule  or  to  cenfure  the 
»ra£lices  of  mankind;  and 
have  no  prefent  temptation  to 
rules  of^  propriety,  may  ap- 
udgment,  and  join  in  his  mer- 
it let  the  author  or  his  read- 
\  with  common  life,  they  will 
fclvcs  irrefiftibly  borne  away 
im  of  cuftom,  and  muft  fub- 
tbey  have  laughed  at  others, 
lers  the  fame  opportunity  of 
tthem. 

s  no  paper  published  by  the 
I  I  have  read  with  more  ap- 
than  that  which  cenfures  the 
F  recording  vulgar  marriages 
I- papers.  I  carried  it  about 
cet,  and  read  it  to  all  thofe 
fpefled  of  having  publiftied 
lis,  or  of  being  inclined  to 
nn,  and  fent  tranfcriptt  of  it 
ovpJes  that  tranrgreUeri  your 
'  the  next  fortnight,  I  hoped 
ere  ajl  vexed,  Hod  plenied 
fnagining  their  miftry. 


But  fliort  is  the  triumph  of  mali^ 
nity.  I  was  married  laft  vreek  to  Mift 
Mohair,  the  daughter  of  a  falefn»n| 
and  at  my  firft  appearance  after  the  wed« 
ding  night,  was  aiked  by  my  wife^t  mo* 
ther,  whether  I  had  fent  our  marriago 
to  the  Advertifer?  I  endeavoured  to 
fl;ew  how  unfit  it  was  to  demand  tho 
attention  of  the  public  to  our  domeftick 
affairs;  but  ihe  told  me,  with  great  ve- 
hemence. That  (he  would  not  have  it 
thought  to  be  a  ftolen  match;  that  the 
blood  of  the  Mohairs  fhould  never  be 
difgraced;  that  her  huftiand  had  ferved 
all  the  parifli  offices  but  one;  that  ffie 
had  liveii  five  and  thirty  yean  at  the 
fame  houfe,  had  paid  every  faiody  twenty 
/hillings  in  the  pound,  and  would  have 
me  know,  though  ihe  was  not  ai  fine 
and  as  flaunting  as  Mrs.  Ginghum,  the 
deputy*!  wife,  (he  was  not  aOiamed  to 
tell  her  name,  and  would  fhew  her  ^ce 
with  the  beft  of  them;  and  fmce  I  had 
married  her  daughter—  At  this  inftant 
entered  my  father-in-law,  a  grave  mant 
from  whom  I  ti^e&ed  CvLCtfiNA^Vox^ 
upon  hearing  tVit  c^«^  Viie  icii^  xi*^ 
That  it  wouUi  be  ^rttv  \ttti^T^&dffiiet  >» 
mill  fuch  u  op^piTtvLt\\v^  oi  aAN^v^'o^^ 
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my  (hops  tnd  thatj  whep  notice  wu 
given  of  my  marriage,  many  of  my 
Crife^t  fnaidi  would  think  themfehp^ 
cMiged  to  be  my  cnftomert.  Iwatfub- 
iliiedbyclanuwrenonefidty  and  |;ra- 
irky  on  the  others  and  (hall  be  obliged 
to  M  the  town,  that  ihreedmfs  agf^ 
Tinnothy  Muftiroomy  an  tndmnt  ml* 
mm  in  Sea-Coal  Lane,  <umu  married  /a 
Mrft  Polly  Mohair  j^^Lothbury,  a  beau- 
^uljm^  Uufyt  mniib  a  hrgefirhme. 
I  am,  Sir,  &e. 

aia» 

I  Am  the  unfortunate  wife  of  the  »o- 
cer  whole  letter  you  publiihed  about 
ten  weeks  ago i  in  which  he  comj^lains* 

£e  a  forry  fellow,  that  I  loiter  in  the 
>p  with  my  needle -work  in  my  hand, 
»na  that  I  oblige  him  to  take  me  out  on 
'  Sundays,  and  keep  a  girl  to  look  after 
the  child.  Sweet  Mr*  Idler,  if  you  did 
but  know  all,  you  would  ^ve  no  cncou- 
ragementtofuch  an  unreaibnable  grum-' 
bier.  I  brought  him  three  hundred 
^unds,  which  fet  him  up  in  a  (hop, 
and  bought  in  a  ftock,  on  which,  with 
rood  management,  we  might  live  com- 
'ortablv}  but  now  I  have  given  him  a 
ihop,  I  am  forced  to  watch  him  and 
the  fliop  too.  I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Idler, 
fcow  it  is.  There  is  an  alehoufe  over 
the  way  with  a  ninepin  alley,  to  which 
be  is  fore  to  run  when  I  turn  my  back, 
and  there  lofes  his  money,  for  he 
jilays  at  ninepins  as  he  does  every  thing 
€\k*  While  he  is  at  this  favourite  fport, 
be  lets  a  dirty  boy  to  watch  his  door, 
and  call  him  to  his  cuftomerss  but  he  is 
kmg  in  coming,  and  fo  rude  when  he 
comes,  that  our  cuftom  falls  off  every 

Thoie  who  cannot  govern  themfelves, 
muft  be  governed.  I  have  refolved  to 
keep  him  for  the  future  behind  his  coun- 
ter, and  let  him  bounce  athiscuftomers 
if  he  dares.     I  cannot  be  above  ihia 


?; 


and  below  at  the  fame  time»  and  ham 
tfierefbre  taken  a  girl  to  look  aftter  tha 
child  and  drefs  the  dinneri  and^  after 
all,  pray  who  is  to  blamed 
.  On  a  Sunday,  it  is  true,  I  make  him 
walk  abroad,  and  fometimes  carry  tht 
diild ;  I  wonder  who  ihould  carry  it  I 
But  I  never  take  him  out  611  diet 
church -time,  nor  would  do  it  then,  but 
that,  if  he  is  left  alone,  he  wiH  be  upon 
the  bed*  On  a  Sunday,  if  he  ftajrs  a^ 
homet  he  has  fix  meals  {  and,  when  hf 
can  eat  no  longer,  has  twenty  ftratagema 
to  efcape  from  me  to  the  alehoufej  but  I 
commonly  keep  the  door  locked^  till 
Monday  produces  fomething  for  him 
to  do. 

This  is  the  true  ft  ate  of  the  cafe,  and 
thcfe  are  the  provocations  for  which  he 
has  written  his  letter  to  vou.  I  hope 
you  will  write  a  paper  to  (hew,  that,  if 
a  wife  muftfpend  her  whole 'time  in 
watching  her  hufband,  flie  cannot  con- 
veniently tend  her  child,  or  (it  at  bee 
needle.    lam,  Sir,  &c. 

•tk, 

'p  HE  RE  is  in  this  town  a  fpecies  of 
-''  oppredion  which  the  law  has  not  hi* 
tfaerto  prevented  or  redrefled. 

I  am  a  chairman.  You  know,  Sir, 
we  come  when  vre  are  called,  and  are 
expc6^ed  to  carry  all  who  require  our 
aluftance.  It  is  common  for  men  of  the 
moil  unwieldy  corpulence  to  croud 
therafelves  into  a  chair,  and  demand  to 
be  carried  for  a  (hiUins  as  far  as  an  airy 
young  lady  whom  we  fcarcely  feel  upon 
our  poles.  Surely  we  ought  to  be  paid 
like  all  other. mortals  in  proportion  to 
our  labour.  Engines  ftiquld  be  ^xe4 
in  proper  places  to  weigh  chairs  as  they 
wetgh  waggons)  and  thofe  whom  caie 
and  plenty  nave  made  unable  to  carry 
themielves,  (hould  give  part  of  their  fu- 
per^uities  to  tho(e  who  c^rry  them. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c« 


N^XXIX.   SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  4. 

TO  tHB  IDLER,  cd  i  I  therefore  make  hafte  to  fend  you 

us.  the  reft  of  my  ftonr,  left,  by  the  delay 

IHave  often  o^ferved,  ditt  friends  are  of  another  fortnight,  the  name  of  Betty 

loft  by  difcnntinoance  of  intercourse  Broom  tkif^t  be  no  k>i^;er  remcmboned 

without  any  offence  on  either  part  i  and  by  you  or  your  readers. 

^jye  )ong  known,  that  it  is  more  dan*  _      Having  left  the  laft  place  in  hafte  tQ 

Mermi$  to  tfcforgbt:^  ibio  tQ  bc  Bun*  avoid  the  cbawe  or  t!fcktlL>jV^\cVBu«C\V.^Vt» 
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I  ImI  not  fecuitd  tBotber  fenrice,  and 
«af  forced  to  take  a  lodgins  in  a  back 
iMt.  I  had  now  got  good  ctoatbt.  The 
vonan  who  litcd  in  the  ganet  oproiite 
fo  fluae  wna  very  oflEciout»  and  offered 
to  take  care  of  my  room  and  clean  it^ 
while  1  went  round  to  ^niy  aci|uaintance 
fa  caqnire  for  a  mMt&.  I  knew  not 
whjihe  was  fo  kind^  nor  how  I  could 
leeawpiwfr  her;  but  on  a  few  days  I 
mUJEed  ibne  of  my  linen,  went  to  an* 
other  loc^ngt  and  refolTcd  not  to  have 
awdKr  friend  in  the  next  garret. 

In  fix  weekt  I  became  under-maid  at 
die  hoole  of  a  mercer  in  Comhill,  whofe 
ion  was  hit  apprentice.  The  young  gen- 
tleman ofed  to  fit  late  at  the  tavern* 
without  die  knowledge  of  his  father; 
and  I  waa  ordered  by  my  miftreft  to  let 
him  in  fikntly  to  hit  bed  under  the 
counter,  and  to  be  very  careful  to  take 
away  his  candle.  The  hoort  wfiich  I 
was  obliged  to  watch,  whilft  the  reft  of 
the  family  was  in  bed,  I  coofidered  at 
fupcTDumeFary,  and,  haying  no  bufineft 
affigned  for  then,  thought  myielf  at  li- 
berty to  (pend  them  my  own  way.  I 
kept  myfelf  awake  with  a  book,  and 
for  ibme  time  liked  my  ftate  the  better 
for  this  opportunity  of  reading.  At 
laft,  the  upper-maid  found  my  book, 
and  (hewed  it  to  my  miftreft,  who  told 
me,  that  wenchet  like  me  might  fpend 
their  time  better;  that  ftie  nefer  knew 
any  of  the  readers  that  had  gooddefignt 
in  their  heads;  that  flie  could  always 
fiod  (omething  eUe  to  do  with  her  time, 
than  n>  puzsle  over  books;  and  did  not 
like  that  fiich  a  fine  lady  ftioold  fit  up 
for  her  young  mafter. 

Thit  wat  the  fu^  time  that  I  found 
It  thought  criminal  or  dangerout  to 
know  how  to  read.  I  wat  difinifled 
decently,  left  I  (hould  tell  talet,  and  had 
a  finall  gratuity  above  my  waget* 

I  then  lived  with  a  gentlewoman  of  a 
fmall  fortune.  Thit  wat  the  only  happy 
part  of  my  life.  My  miftrelt,  for  whom 
puhUck  diverfiont  were  too  expenfive, 
fpent  her  time  with  bookt,  and  waa 
pleafifid  to  find  a  maid  who  conld  par* 
take  her  amufcmentt.  I  rofe  early  in 
the  morning,  that  I  might  have  time  in 
the  afternoon  to  read  or  liften*  aiid  waa 
fiifoed  10  tell  my  opinion,  or  expreft 
my  delight.  Thus  fifteen  montht  ftole 
away,  in  which  1  did  not  repine  that 
J  was  horn  to  ftrvitude.  But  a  burn' 
jqg  Urcrlbmim/  miirels,  of  whom 


I  (hall  (ay  no  more,  than  that  her  ier* 
vant  wept  upon  her  grave. 

I  had  lived  in  a  kind  of  luxury,  whic% 
made  me  very  unfit  for  another  placei 
and  wat  rather  too  deljcate  for  the  con* 
verfadon  of  a  kitchen;  (b  that  when  % 
vrat  hired  in  the  family  of  an  Baft  India 
director,  my  behaviour  wat  fo  diiie* 
rent,  at  they  faid,  from  that  of  a  com- 
nnon  (ervant,  that  they  concluded  me  a 
gentlewoman  in  difguife,  and  turned 
roe  out  in  three  weeks,  on  fufpicion  of 
(bme  defign  which  they  could  not  com* 
preheikl. 

I  then  fled  for  refuge  to  the  other  end 
of  the  town,  where  I  hoped  to  find  np 
ohftruftion  from  my  new  accomplifli* 
mentt,  and  wat  hired  under  the  houle« 
keeper  in  a  fplendid  family.  Here  I  waa 
too  wife  for  themaidt,  and  too  nice  for 
the  footmen ;  yet  I  might  have  lived  oa 
without  much  uneafinefs,  had  not  my 
miftreft,  the  houfekeeper,  who  uftd  to 
employ  me  in  buying  neoeifaries  for  the 
family,  found  a  bill  which  I  had  made 
of  one  day*s  expenoet.  I  fuppofe  it  did 
not  quite  agree  with  her  own  book,  for 
(he  fiercely  declircd  her  refolution,  that 
there  (hould  be  no  pen  and  ink  in  that 
kitchen  but  her  own. 

She  had  the  juftice,  or  the  prudenoi^ 
not  to  injure  my  reputation;  and  I  was 
eafily  admitted  mto  another  houfe  in  tha 
neighbourhood,  where  my  bufineft  waa 
to  (weep  the  roomt  and  make  the  beds. 
Here  I  was,  for  fome  time,  the  favourite 
of  Mrt.  Simper,  my  ladr^t  woman,  who 
could  not  bear  the  vulgar  girlt,  and 
wat  happy  in  the  attendance  of  a  3roung 
woman  of  fome  education.  Mrt.  Sim-  . 
per  loved  a  novel,  though  (be  could  not 
read  hard  wordt;  and  therefore,  when 
her  lady  wat  abroad,  we  alwayt  laid 
hoUlon  her  books.  At  laft,  my  abili- 
ties became  fo  much  celebrated,  that  the 
houie-fteward  ufed  to  employ  me  in 
keeping  hisaccountt.  Mrs.  Simper  then 
found  out,  that  mv  faucinefs  was  grown 
19  fuch  a  height'that  nobody  could  en- 
dure it,  and  told  my  lady,  that  there 
never  had  been  a  room  well  fwept  finct 
Betty  Broom  came  into  the  houlc. 

I  was  then  hired  by  a  confumptive 
lady,  who  wanted  a  maid  that  could 
read  and  write.  I  attended  hec  four 
years,  and  though  flie  wat  never  pleafed, 
vet  when  I  declared  roy  reColuuotv  \<^ 
leave  her,  ft\e  burll  \i\to  \xkx%^  \\si^  \^\ 
nc  that  I  mud  hear  \he  mVi^titb  ol  % 
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fick  bed,  and  I  fkould  find  myfelf  re- 
Acmbercd  in  her  will.  I  compiied,  and 
a  codicil  was  added  in  my  favour ;  but 
in  lc&  than  a  week,  when  I  let  her  gruel 
before  her,  I  laid  the  fpoon  on  the  left 
iideyand  (he  thi-ew  her  will  into  the  fire. 
Intwodaytflie  made  another,  >»'hich  (lie 
liomt  in  the  fame  manner  becnufe  fhr 
couU  not  eat  her  chicken.  A  thiixl  wat 
wade,  and  deftroyed  becaufe  (he  heard 
a  moufe  within  the  wainfcot, .  and  was 
Jbre  that  I  (hould  fu(Fer  her  to  be  cairied 


away  alive.  After  this  I  was  for  Come 
time  out  of  favour;  hut  as  her  illneft 
grew  upon  her,  reftntmenr  and  fullnt- 
nefs  gave  way  to  kinder  fertiments. 
She  died,  and  left  me  five  hun<lrt4 
pounds.  With  this  fortune  I  am  goinff 
to  fettle  in  my  native  p&ri(h,  where  I 
refolve  to  fpend  fome  hours  every  day  ftt 
teaching  poor  girls  to  read  and  wriie. 
I  aoi«  Siri  your  humble  fervanty 

Betty  Broom. 


N^XXX.     SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER   ii. 


THE  detiret  of  man  encreafe  with 
bisacquifitions*,  every  ftep  which 
lie  advancet  brings  ibmething  within 
hit  view,  which  he  did  not  fee  before, 
and  which,  as  foon  as  he  fees  it,  he  be- 
pn^  to  want.  Where  mceflity  ends, 
cunofity  begins;  and  no  fooner  are  we 
liipplied  with  every  thing  that  nature 
can  demand,  than  we  (it  down  to  con- 
trive artificial  appetites. 

By  this  reftlerfnefs  of  mind,  every  po- 
pulous and  wealthy  city  is  (illed  with 
sanumerable  employments,  for  which 
the  greater  part  of  mankind  is  without 
a  fiamc;  with  artificers,  whofe  lai>our 
ic  exerted  in  producing  fuch  petty  cor- 
vdMtnceSt  that  many  (hops  are  furnifhed 
with  inrtruments,  of  wh*ch  the  ufe  can 
kardly  be  found  without  enquiry,  bot 
which  he  that  once  knows  them  quickly 
leai-ns  Co  number  among  ncceffary 
dirags.  ^ 

Such  IS  the  dttigence  with  which,  in 
couatrles  completely  civilized,  one  part 
•f  mankind  labours  for  another,  that 
wants  are  fuppHed  fader  than  they  can 
he  formed,  and  the  idle  and  luxurious 
find  life  ftagnate  for  wanf  i>f  fomedefire 
to  ke»  it  in  nvotion.  I'his  fpecies  of 
diftrefs  furniiiies  a  new  fet  of  occupa- 
tions; and  multitudes  are  buficd,  from 
day  today,  in  fi'iding  the  rich  and  the 
fortunate  fomething  to  do. 

It  is  very  common  to  reproach  tho(e 
artifts  asulc'lcis,  who  produce  only  fuch 
fupeifluities  as  neither  accomnuxlate  the 
ho<ly  nor  improve  the  mind;,  and  of 
which  no  other  cffe£l  can  he  ima^nrd» 
than  thBt  they  9rt  the  01  c  a  I*,  on  s  of  fpond- 
iafrmtHtcy,  ami  conrumin^  rime. 
Jiut  thig  cenihre  will  be  mitigated, 
"    it  is ikrioudy  conCtikndjXhM  mo- 


ney and  time  are  the  heaviefl  burtheni 
of  life,  and  that  the  unhappiell  of  sR 
mortals  are  thofe  who  have  more  of  ei- 
ther than  they  know  how  to  ufe.  To 
fet  himlelf  free  from  thefe incumbrances! 
one  hurries  to  Newmarket ;  another 
travels  over  Europe;  one  pulh  down  hit 
houfe  and  calls  architef^s  about  him; 
another  bays  a  feat  in  the  country,  and 
follows  his  hounds  over  hedges  and 
through  rivers;  one  makes  co(le£lioni 
of  (hells;  and  another  fearchet  the 
world  for  tulips  and  carnations. 

He  is  furcly  a  public  benefa6lor  whd 
finds  employment  ^r  thofe  to  whom  it 
h  thus  difficulfto  find"  it  for  themfelves. 
It  is  true  that  this  is  felclom  done  merely 
from  generofity  or  compaflion;  almoft 
every  man  feeks  his  own  advantage  in 
helping  others,  and  therefore  it  is  too 
common  for  mercenary  officiou fuels  to 
confider  rather  what  is  grateful^  than 
what  is  right. 

We  all  know  that  it  is  more  profitable 
to  be  loved  than  efleemed;  and  miniflert 
of  pleafure  will  always  be  found,  who 
ftudy  to  make  themfelves  neceflaij,  and 
tofupplant  thofe  who  are  pra€ti(ing  the 
fame  arts. 

One  of  the  amufements  of  idlenefs  is 
reading  without  the  fatigue  of  clofe  at- 
tention, and  the  world  therefore  fwarmt 
with  writers  whofe  wifh  is  not  to  be  ftu- 
died,  but  to  be  re:id« 

No  fpecies  of  literary  men  has  lately 
been  To  much  multiplied  as  the  writers 
of  news.  Not  many  years  ago  the  na- 
tion was  content  with  one  Gazette;  but 
now  we  have  not  only  in  the  metropolis 
papers  for  e\KX'^  n\nY^\ty^  ^t\<\  ^n^x^ 
evening,  \»ut  a\mo^  evtT>f  \^T^<t  \.vv»itv 
basil's  w«k\>' V\V\u4\^t\,  >«\vo tt/j^A^xVj 
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£ils  the  vlli.ii^Ci  of  liii>  ililtnci  with  c-v.i- 
wauitson  the  events  of  war,  and  with 
dchces  on  the  true  mtereft  of  Europe. 

To  write  news  in  it's  perfection  re- 
QDires  fuch  a  combination  of  qualities, 
m.  a  mui  completely  fitted  for  the  rafk 
IS  not  always  to  t>e  found.  In  Sir  H^nry 
Wcvtron^s  j^Kular  deBnition,  an  Am- 
h^aJar  is  faid  to  be  ii  moH  of  "Sir tut 
jot  abroad  Ut  ttll  lies  for  ibe  advmJiige 
tfhisoKntrji  a  News-writer  is  afnoJt 
vititMi  virtue f  luho  ivrites  Ues  at  borne 
J'tr  kii  rwff  profit.  To  thcle  compofi- 
tioni  is  rcqaircd  neither  genius  nor 
knowledge,  neither  indu dry  nor  fpright- 
liotft;  but  contem)it  of  ihanr>e  and  in- 
diiTtrcDce  to  truth  are  ahfolutely  necef- 
fiiT)-.  He  who  l)y  a  lon^  faniiliarity 
wJtk  infiamy  has  obiaintd  theil'  quali- 
iiest  may  conliilently  tell  to-day  what 
htintends  to  oantrjdifl  to-morrow;  he 
wy  affirm  fcirlcMy  what  he  knows 
tbat  be  (hall  be  obliged  to  recant,,  and 
may  write  letteis  from  Amfterdam  or 
Drtfifentohimfelf. 

lia  time  of  war  the  nation  is  always 


i}\  ouL-  i.'i' 1(1,  ci^or  to  hcrir  foincihiuT 
god  c!'  r:  •rni;;ivc.>  .mil  ili  of  ihccucinyl 
At  tlji<  time  the  tall:  of  news- writers  is 
ekiy;  they  have  nv  thing  to  do  hut  to  (ell 
that  a  battle  is  expected,  and  afterwaida 
that  a  battle  has  been  fought,  in  which 
we  and  our  friends,  wliether  conquering; 
or  conquered,  ilid  all,  and  our  enemies 
did  nothing. 

Scarce  any  thing  awakes  attention  like 
a  tale  of  cnielty,  Tlw  writer  of  news 
never  fails  in  the  inteiniiflion  of  a^^ioo 
to  tell  how  the  enemies  murdered  chil- 
dien  and  ravifhed  virgins;  and  if  the 
fcene  of  aflion  be  fomewhat  dillauty 
fcolps  half  the  inhabitants  of  a  province* 

Among  the  calamities  of  war  may  be 
juftly  numbered  the  diminution  of  the 
love  of  truthfby  the  falftoods  which  irw 
tcix:il  di£lates  and  credulity  encourage^-. 
A  peace  will  equally  leave  the  wajriur 
and  relaterof  warsdeftitute  of  employ- 
ment; ai)d  I  know  not  whether  more  is 
to  be  dreaded  from  (Ireets  filled  with 
foldicrs  accuftomed  to  plunder,  or  fro<ii 
garrets  filled  with  fcribblers  accuHomul 
to  lie. 


N«  XXXI.    SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  i8. 


MANY  moralifts  have  rtmarked, 
that  piide  has  of  all  human  vices 
(he  indeft  dominion,  appears  in  the 
greaieft  multiplicity  of  form<>,  and  lits 
LJ  under  the  gieateft  variety  of  difpuift  s ; 
of  di^iles,  wliich,  like  the  moon's  ^veiJ 
*'  bnghtnefi^  arc  both  ifs  lufire  ami  ifs 
fitde,  and  bettay  it  to  others,  though 
tbey  hi<ic  it  from  ourfelves. 

it  is  nor  my  intention  to  degrade  pride 
from  this  pre-eminence  of  mifchifcfj  yet 
I  know  not  whether  idlenefi  nny  not 
maintain  a  vcsy  doubtful  and  obitinate 
coopctition. 

^  Inere  are  fome  that  profefs  id  lends 
in  it*s  full  difnitYf  who  call  themfelvcs 
Ac  Idkf  ss  Bufins  In  the  play  calls  kim 
fiflhePmJi  who  boart  that  they  ilo 
aoriusg,  and  thank  their  flars  that  t'lty 
law  nothing  to  do;  who  flecp  eveiy 
■ieht  till  tliey  can  deep  no  longer,  a;id 
tifconly  that  exercile  may  ena^lr  thiin 
toflnp  again;  who  prolong  the  ui<;n  of 
<l*knm  by  <k»iible  curtains,  and  never 
fce  !bc  Am  but  to  /«//  bim  bow  thtj  bate 
bkhtmmrg  wkcA  whole hho*ir  i^i  to  vavy 
^foiura  of  i'adulgence,  ind  ivjiofe 


day  differs  from  their  night  but  as  a 
couch  or  chair  differs  from  a  bed. 

Thefe  are  the  tnie  and  ojicii  votaries 
of  Idlenefs,  for  whom  fhc  weaves  the 
garlands  of  })oppies,  and  into  whofe  cu]> 
Hie  pours  the  waters  of  oblivion;  wlio 
exi(}  in  n  Hate  of  unruffled  Itupidity,  for- 
get; ing  anil  forgotten;  who  have  long 
cealed  to  live,  and  at  whole  death  the 
furvivors  can  only  fay,  that  they  have 
ccafed  to  breathe. 

But  idlenefs  predominates  in  many 
lives  whei^ it  is  not  fufjK'6ledj  for,  being 
a  vice  which  terminates  in  itielf,  it  may 
be  enjoyed  without  injury  to  others ;  anil 
i>  tlicrefore  not  watched  like  fraud, 
v^hich  endangers  proi)erty;  or  like  pride, 
which  naturally  leeks  ,it's  gratifications 
in  another^s  inferiority.  Idlenefs  is  a 
filent  and  peaceful  quality,  that  neither 
raifes  envy  by  ollentation,  nor  hatred 
by  oppofition ;  and  thertfoie  nobody  is 
bufy  to  cenfure  or  deteft  it. 

As  pride  fometimes  is  hid  under  bu- 
rn ili  ry,  idlenefs  is  often  coveired  by  tur- 
biiJtJice  and  hurry.    He  xV^t  i\A^^ue^% 
Jiis  known  duty  and  les^  tmp\v^v^w\« 
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aatunlly  endeavours  to  exvud  hit  mind 
with  fomethix)^  that  may  bar  o(it  the  re- 
membrance of  his  own  folIy»  and  does 
any  thinj;  but  what  he  ought  to  do  with 
caeer  diligence,  that  he  may  keep  him- 
m  in  his  own  favour. 

Some  arc  always  in  a  ftate  of  prejpara- 
tion»  occupied  m  previous  meaAires, 
jfbrming  plans,  accumulatinjp  materials, 
and  providing  for  the  main  affair.  Thefe 
are  certainlv  under  the  fecret  power  of 
Idlenefs.  Nothing  is  to  he  expected  from 
the  workman  whofe  tools  are  for  ever  to 
be  fought.  I  was  once  told  by  a  great 
mafter,  chat  no  man  ever  excell^  in 
painting,  who  was  eminently  curious 
about  pencils  and  colouts. 

There  are  others  to  whom  Idlenefs 
di£{9tc%  another  expedient,  by  which  life 
may  be  parted  unprofitably  away  with- 
out the  tedioufnefsof  man V  vacant  hours. 
The  art  is,  to  fill  the  day  vrith  petty 
butinefii,  to  have  always  fomething  in 
hand  which  may  raife  curiofity,  but  not 
folicitude,  and  keep  the  mind  in  a  ftate 
of  a^ion,  but  not  of  labour. 

This  art  has  for  many  years  been 
prajlifed  by  my  old  friend  Sober  wifh 
wonderful  fuccefs.  Sober  is  a  man  of 
firone  defiles  and  quick  imagination,  fo 
cxafuy  balanced  bv  the  loveof  eafe,  that 
they  can  feldom  Simulate  him  to  any 
difficult  undertaking :  they  have,  how- 
ever, Co  much  power,  that  they  will  not 
fuffer  him  to  lie  quite  at  reft;  and  tbouek 
they  do  not  make  iiim  fufiictently  uieful 
to  others,  they  make  him  at  ieaft  weary 
of  himfelf. 

Mr.  Sohcr's  chief  pleafure  is  convcr- 
(atton ;  there  is  no  end  of  his  tnik  or  his 
attentioni  to  fj^cak  or  to  hear  is  equally 
pleaiing,  for  heftifl  fancies  that  heis  teach* 
log  or  learning  iumethmg,  and  is  free 
lor  the  time  from  his  own  reproaches. 


But  thtn  is  one  time  it  ni| 
he  muft  so  home,  that  his  fric 
deep;  and  another  time  in  the  t 
when  all  the  world  agrees  to  ftiv 
terniption.  Thefe  arc  the  mo 
which  poor  Sober  trembles  at  the 
But  the  mtiery  of  thefe  tireibi 
vals  he  has  many  means  of  alJ 
He  has  perfuided  him(elf,  that 
nual  arts  are  undefervedly  ovc 
he  has  obferved  in  many  trades  tl 
of  clofe  thought,  and  juft  ratio 
From  fpec Illation  he  proceeded 
tice,  and  fuppJied  himielf  with 
of  a  carpenter,  widi  which  be 
his  coal-box  very  fuccefsfully,  ai 
he  ftill  continues  to  employ,  as 
occafion. 

He  has  attempted  at  other  t 
crafts  of  the  fhoe- maker,  t 
plumber,  and  potter;  in  all  thd 
has  failed,  and  refolves  to  qual 
felf  for  them  by  better  informati 
his  dSiily  amiifement  is  chemift 
has  a  finall  furnace,  which  he 
in  diftillation,  and  which  has  Ic 
the  folace  of  his  life.  He  draws 
waters,  and  eftences  and  fpiritf 
he  knows  to  be  of  no  ufe;  fits  an 
the  drops  as  they  come  from  hi 
and  focgets  that,  whilft  a  drop 
ine»  a  moment  flies  away. 

Poor  Sober!  I  have  often  tea 
with  reproof,  and  he  has  often  j 
reformation;  for  no  man  is  ( 
open  to  conviction  as  the  Ici 
there  is  none  on  whom  it  operat 
tie.  What  will  be  the  ^ffea  of 
per  I  know  not;  perhaps  he  wil 
and  laugh,  and  light  the  fire  in 
nace ;  but  my  hope  is,  that  he  ^ 
his  trifles,  and  betake  himfelf  to 
and  ufeful  diligence. 


N<^  XXXIU   SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  2 


AMONG    the  innuoaerable'  mor- 
tifications that   way-lay  human 
^rogStnce  on  every   fide,  may  weU  be 
leckoned  our  tgqoi^nce  of  the  moft  com- 
mon  objects  ami  effrAs,  a  defect  of  which 
we  btrome  more  fenfible  by  every  at- 
tempt  to  fuiiply  it.    Vulgar  and  inaaive 
mttti§  cotttound  /amilianty  with  know- 
iM^,  andcfmctivt  chrmfcives  informed 
^  3m  wkole  nature  of  things  when  they 


are  ftiewn  their  form  or  told  tl 
but  the  fpeculatift,  who  is  not 
with  fuperficial  views,  harrailefl 
with  fniitJefs  curiofi^,  and  ft 
enquires  mon^  perceives  only 
knows  lefs. 

Sleep  is  a  ftate  in  which  a  gi 
of  every  life  is  palTed.  No  ani 
beeii  ytl  dii(caivtitd«  HiV\)^t  «& 
not  vafiod  ^  i^  \t\\st^^^%  ^  \i^ 
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:  late  philofophers  have  extended 
It  of  Sleep  over  the  vegetable 

f  this  change  fo  frequent,  Co 
•  genei-ai»  and  fo  neceifary,  no 
has  yet  found  either  the  effici- 
nl  caufcj  or  can  tell  by  what 
rmind  and  body  are  thus  chain* 
in  iriTilitible  ftupefadion ;  or 
;eiits  t!)e  animal  receives  from 
mate  fufpenrion  of  it*s  a^ive 

ver  may  be  the  muUiplicity  or 
ty  of  opinions  upon  this  fubje6>, 
15  taken  fuflicient  care  that 
all  have  little  influence  on  prac- 
he  moil  diligent  enquirer  is  not 
to  keep  his  eyes  open;  the  mod 
putant  will  begin  about  mid- 
iefert  his  argument;  and,  once 
nd  twenty  hours,  the  gay  and 
(ly,  the  witty  and  the  dull,  the 
s  and  the  filent,  the  buTy  and 
ue  all  overpowered  by  the  gen- 
,  and  all  lie  down  in  the  equa- 
:ep, 

>phy  has  often  attempted  to  re. 
blence,  by  alTertlng,  that  all 
s  are  levelled  by  death;  a  pofi- 
h,  however  it  may  dcjeil  the 
ill  feldom  afford  much  comfort 
(tched .  1 1  is  far  more  pleaiing 
:r,  that  fleep  is  equally  a  leveller 
h;  that  the  time  is  never  U  a 
:ancc,  when  the  balm  of  reft 
■fFuicd  alike  \ipon  every  head, 
divtrAties  of  life  (hall  ftop  their 
,  and  the  high  and  the  low  ihall 
together. 

•me where  recorded  of  Alexan- 
in  the  pride  of  conquers,  and 
on  of  flattery,  he  declared  that 
srceived  himlelf  to  be  a  man  by 
ity  of  fltfep.  Whether  he  con-. 
«p  as  necefTary  to  his  mind  or 
V3LS  indee<l  a  fufficient  evidence 
n  infii'mity;  the  body  which 
Aich  frequency  of  renovation 
faint  promifcs  of  immortality; 
lind  v'hicU,  from  time  to  time, 
Uy  into  infenftbility,  bad  made 
lear  approaches  to  the  felicity 
reme  and  felf-fuffident  Nature, 
r  not  what  can  tend  more  to  re- 
the  pafHons  that  dilbirb  the 
rhe  world,  than  the  coniidera- 
there  is  no  height  of  hMpptMfs 
o  fivm  which  man  does  not 
fcatd  to  a /iate  ofunconfcioau 
r  the  hffll  conditha  of  life  is 


fuch,  that  we  contentedly  quit  it's  good 
to  be  dkenttugled  fnim  it*s evils;  that  in 
a  few  hours  fplendor  fades  before  the 
eye,  and  praife  itfelf  deadens  in  theear; 
the  fenfcs  withdraw  from  their  obje£ls,  . 
and  reafon  favours  the  retreat. 

What  then  are  the  hopes  and  pro- 
fpei5ls  of  covetoufnefs,  ambitioir,  and 
rapacity  ?  Let  him  that  defiics  moft  have 
all  his  deiires  gi-atiflcd,  he  never  ftiail 
attain  a  ftatc,  which  he  can,  for  a  day 
and  a  nightj  contempL;te  with  fatisfac* 
tion,  or  from  which,  if  ha  had  the  power 
of  perpetuall  vigilance,  he  would  not 
long  for  periodical  feparations. 

All  envy  would  be  extlnguifhed,  if  it 
were  univerfally  known  that  there  are 
none  to  be  envied,  and  furely  none  caa 
be  much  envied  who  are  not  plcal<:d  with 
themfelves.  There  is  reafon  to  rur|>ei>, 
that  the  diilinflions  of  mankind  have 
more  (hew  than  value,  when  it  ib  found 
that  all  agree  to  be  weary  alike  of  plea- 
furesand  of  cares;  that  the  powerful  and 
tlte  weak,  the  celebi-ated  and  ohfcurc, 
join  in  one  common  wiih,  and  implore 
from  Nature*s  hand  the  ne ^ar  of^  ob« 
livion. 

Such  is  our  defire  of  abff ra6lion  frond 
ourfelvet,  that  very  few  arc  fittisfi^-d 
with  the  5^uantity  of  ftupefa^lion  which 
the  needs  of  the  body  force  upon  the 
mind.  Alexander  himfelf  added  in- 
temperance to  fleep,  and  folaced  with 
the  fumes  of  wine  the  fovereignty  of  th« 
world ;  and  almofl  every.mtn  has  fome 
art,  by  which  lie  fteals  his  thoughts  away 
from  nif  prefisnt  flate. 

It  is  not  much  of  life  that  is  fpent  in 
cloie  attention  to  any  important  duty. 
Many  hours  of  every  day  are  fuftercd  to 
fly  away  without  any  trace  s  left  upon  the 
intellects.  We  faffcr  phai:toms  to  rU\f 
up  before  us,  and  amuic  ojriiriv&s  with 
the  dance  of  airy  images,  which,  after  a 
time,  we  diimiu  for  ever,  and  know 
not  how  wc  have  been  bufied. 

Many  have  no  happier  moments  than 
thofii  that  tbeypafs  in  lolitude,  abandoned 
to  their  own  unaginationf  which  fome- 
times  puts  fceptrcs  in  their  hands  or  mi- 
tres on  theii'  heads,  (hifts  the  fcene  of 
pleafure  witli  endlefs  variety,  bids  all  the 
forms  of  beauty  fparkk*  before  them,  and 
gluts  them  with  every  change  of  vifion- 
ary  luxury. 

It  is  ttfy  in  thefe  C«m\-(lv\vivtjet%  \o    . 
collea  all  thepoffibWixks  o^  W^^^'C\^\ci 
alter  the  courfe  oC  ^  iv^^^i  xoXiivtv^V^Oc 
the  paft,  fond  w^\i?au  Cttft  1>A\«^»  ^? 
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anite  all  die  beauties  of  all  (cafons,  and         Others  are  sffraid  to  be  al 

all  the  bleifings  of  all  climates,  to  receive  aiT.ufe  themfelves  hv  a  perpe 

and   heltow   felicity,    and  forget    that  .  ceflionofcompaTWJm:  but  the( 

mifery  is  the  lot  ot  man.     AH  tlis  is  a  is  not  great  j  in  iblituJe  we 

voluntary  dream,  a  temporary  receflion  dteams  toourfelves,  and  in  con 

from  the  realities  of  life  to  airy  fictions  j  agree  to  dream  in  concert. 

and  habitual  fubje6licn  of  reafon   to  fought  in  both  is  forgetfulnefs 

fancy.  felves. 


N^  XXXIII.     SATURDAY,   DECEMBER 

[I  hope  the  Author  of  the  following  letter  will.excufe  the  omiiTion  of  fo 
and  allow  me  to  remailc,  that  the  Journal  of  the  Citizen  in  the  Spe6 
almoft  precluded  the  attempt  of  any  future  Wiiter.] 

7:  >Stj  r,'-  >. 

■  '      '    NOW    ITA    ROIiVLI 

PKJK«CaiPTVM,    BT    XMTONSI    CATONII 
AUSPICZIly    TlTiaUMqUE     NOIIMA. 


YOU  have  often  foHcitcd  corrcf- 
pondence.  I  have  fent  you  the 
yournal  of  tl  femor  FeUoiv,  or  genuine 
ItUeff  juft'tranfmitted  from  Cambridge 
by  a  facetious  corref{)ondcnt,  and  war- 
ranted to  have  been  tranlcribed  from  the 
•oramon-place  book  of  the  joumalift, 

Monday.  Nine  o'clock.  Turned  off  my 
bed  -  maker  for  waking  me  at  eight .  Wea- 
ther rainy.  Confulted  my  weather- 
glafs.    No  hopes  of  a  ride  bcfoie  dinner. 

DitiOj  Ten,  After  breakfaft,  tran- 
fcribed  half  a  (ermon  from  Dr.  Hick- 
man. If,  B,  Never  to  tranfcribe  any 
more  from  Calamy;  Mrs.  Pilcocks,  at 
my  curacy,  having  one  volume  of  that 
author  lying  in  her  parlour  window. 

Ditto,  Eleven.  Went  down  into  mv 
cellar.  Mem,  My  Mountain  will  be  nt 
to -drink  in  a  montlfs  time.  N,  B,  To 
remove  tJie  five-year-old  Port  into  the 
new  bin  on  the  left  hand. 

DittOy  Tn.vel've,  Mended  a  pen. 
Looked  at  my  weather- glafs  again. 
Quickfilver  very  low.  Shaved.  Bar- 
ber*s  hand  (hak.cs.  ^ 

Ditto,  One.  Dined  alone  in  my  room 
on  a  foal.  N.  B.  The  fhrimp-fauce  not 
fo  good  as  Mr.  H.  of  Petcrnoufe  and  I 
ufw  to  cat  in  London  laft  winter  at  the 
Mitre  in  Fleet  Street.  Sat  down  to  a 
pint  of  Madeira.  Mr.  H.  furprized  me 
over  it.  We  finiihed  two  bottles  of  Port 
together,  and  were  very  chearful.  Mem, 
To  dine  with  Mr.  H.  atPetcrhoufe  next 
WednefiUy,  One  of  the  dithes  a  leg  of 
pork  $nd  pesfe,  bymydcfire. 


Ditto,  Six,  News-paper  in  i 
mon-room. 

Ditto,  Se*ven,  Returned  to: 
Made  a  tiff  of  warm  punch,  a 
before  nine 5  did  not  fall  aflee) 
a  young  fellow -commoner  b« 
noify  over  mv  head. 

'Jue/i/ay,  Nine,  Rofe  fquea 
finemorninir.  Weather- glafs  v 

Ditto,  Ten,     Ordered  my  h 
rode  to  the  five-mile  ftone  on 
market  road.     Appetite  gets  b 
pack  of  hounds,  in  full  crj-,  c 
road,  and  ftartled  my  horle. 

Ditto,  Tivel've,  Dreft.  Fo^ 
ter  on  my  table  to  be  in  Londor 
inftant.     Befpoke  a  new  wig. 

Ditto,  Ofte.     At  dinner  in 
Too  much  water  in  the  foup. 
always  orders  the  beef  to  be 
much  for  me. 

Ditto,  Tvjo.  In  the  Comm 
Dr.  Dry  gave  us  an  in  fiance 
tieman  who  kept  the  ^out  outc 
mach  by  drinkmg  old  Madeira . 
ration  chiefly  on  the  expccliiion 
pany  broke  up  at  four.  Dr. 
myfelf  played  at  back-gamn 
brace  of  fnipcs.     Won. 

Ditto,  Five,  At  the  coffee-h^ 
Mr.  H.  there.  Could  not  get 
the  Monitor. 

Ditto,  Seven,  Returned  h< 
ftirred  my  fire.  Went  to  the  ( 
room,  and  fuppcd  on  the  fn 
Dr.  Dry. 

Diffo,  Eight .    Bt^ivxVt 
tht  Common-toom,  "Dt.^)! 


M^n 

1 
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IHI^I 

1     ^•' 

THE    IDLER* 

4f 

nJ  ftorif  s.  Were  very  merry.  Our  new 
felluw,  that  lliidie^  phyfic,  very  talkative 
toward  twelve.  Pretcmls  h^  will  bring 
the  youngeft  Mifs  '   to  drink  tea 

with  mc  foon.    Impertinent  blockhead! 

Widmejdaj^  Nine.  Alarmed  wirh  a 
pain  in  my  ancle.  ^  The  gout?  Fear 
I  can^t  dine  ai  Peterhouie;  but  I  hope  a 
ride  will  fet  all  to  rights.  Weathcr- 
giaf*  hclcw  Fair. 

Ditttt  Ten,  Mounted  my  horfe, 
though  the  weather  fufpicious.  Pain 
(n  my  ancle  entirely  gone.  Catched  in 
a  Ihower  coming  back.  Convinced  that 
my  wcather-glals  is  the  bett  in  Cam- 
brid^*?. 

Ditto^  T'WiUvi,  DrelK  Sauntered  up 
tot^ic  Fithmongeis  Hill.  Met  Mr.  H. 
and  went  with  him  to  Peterhoufe.  -Cook 
ir.ids  us  wait  thirty  fix  minutes  beyond 
t:.e  ti.ne.  Tiic  coinpany,  Tome  of  my 
Liranuel  friends.  For  dinner,  a  pair 
tf  loals,  a  leg  of  pork  and  pe.iJc,  among 
oiher  things.  Mem.  Pcai'c-pudding  not 
boiled  enough.  Cook  reprimanded  and 
fconceti  in  my  pieli  nee. 

Ditto<,  after  dinner.  Pain  in  my  ancle 
returns.  Dull  all  the  afternoon.  Raillied 
for  bcin^  no  company.  Mr.  H.'s  ac- 
count ot  the  accommodations  en  the 
road  in  his  Bath  journey. 

Ditto^  Six,  Got  into  fplrits.  Never 
was  more  chatty.  We  fat  late  at  whift. 
Mr.  H.  and  felf  agreed  at  partin,;  to 
take  a  gentle  rde,  and  dine  at  the 
old  boufe  on  the  London  road  to-mor- 
row. 

Tbur/day,  Nine,  My  fern p (Ire P;.  She 
has  lort  me  mcaAircof  my  wrilK  Forced 
to  be  meafurod  agam.  The  baggage 
ba^  eot  a  trick  of  fmiling. 

Ditto,  Ten  to  Eleven,  Made  fome  rap- 
pee fnufT.  Read  the  magazines.  Ke- 
•eived  a  prefent  of  pickles  from  Mifs 
Pilcocks.  Mem,  To  fend  in  return 
fome  collared  eeU  which  I  know  both 
the  nid  Lady  and  Mif*  arc  fond  of. 

Ditto,  Ele*ven,  Glafs  very  high. 
Mounted  at  the  gate  with  Mr.  H. 
H^rfc  Ikitiidi,  an!  wants  exetcife.  Ar- 
rive at  the  old  hcufe.  All  (he  provi- 
fions  befpoke  by  fome  rakifh  fcllow- 
commcner  in  the  next  room,  who  hasl 
been  on  a  fcheme  to  Newmarket.  Could 
ge:  nothing  hut  mutton-chops  off  the 
wi^rtt  end.  Port  very  new.  Agree  to 
try  fome  other  houl'e  to-morrow. 

Here  the  Journal  break  f  offi  for  the 
Mtn  tnonung,  u  my  frkwl  informs  me, 


our  genial  Academic  was  waked  with  a 
fevere  fit  of  the  gotitj  and,  at  prefent, 
enjoys  all  the  dignity  of  that  difcafe. 
But  I  believe*we  have  loft  nothing  by 
this  interru])tion;  finc^  a  contmuation 
of  the  remainder  of  the  j  nimal,  through 
the  remainder  of  the  week,  would  moft 
probably  have  exhibited  nothing  more 
than  a  repeated  relation  of  the  fame  cir- 
cumft..nce8  of  Idling  Tnd  luxury. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  concluded  from 
this  fpfrcimcn  of  academic  life,  that  I 
ha\re  attempted  to  decrv  our  univerfities. 
If  literature  is  not  the  effential  requifite 
of  the  modem  academic,  I  am  yet  per- 
fuaded,  that  Cambridge  and  Oxford, 
however  degenerated,  furpafs  the  fa- 
fhionable  Academics  of  our  metropolis, 
and  the  Gymnatla  of  foreign  countries. 
The  number  cf  Ifjrned  jicrfons  in  thefc 
celebi-ated  fsrats  is  llill  confiderable,  and 
moi-e  conveniences  and  opportunities  for 
Ifudy  Hill  fubfiii  in  them,  than  in  any 
other  place.  There  is  at  leaft  one  very 
powerful  incentive  to  learning;  I  mean 
the  Geniuf  of  the  place.  It  is  a  fport  of 
inrj)iripg  Deity,  which  every  youth  of 
quick,  lenlibility  and  ingenuous  difpoG- 
tion  ci-eates  to  himfelr,  by  reile^in?, 
that  he  is  placc<l  under  thofe  venerable 
walls,  where  a  Hooker  and  a  Hammond, 
a  Bacon  and  a  Newton,  once  purfued 
the  fame  courfc  of  fcience,  and  from 
whence  they  loircd  to  the  moft  elevated 
heights  of  litciary  fame.  This  is  ih.^t 
incitement  which  Tully,  ?ccording  to 
his  own  teftinionv,  experienced  at  ' 
Athens,  wr.rij  he  contemplated  the  por- 
ticos where  Socrates  far,  and  the  laurel- 
groves  wheie  Phto  difputed.  But  there 
are  other  circumlhiices,  and  of  the  high- 
eft  importance,  which  render  our  colleges 
fuperior  to  all  other  places  of  education. 
Their  inftitutions,  although  fomewhat 
fallen  from  their  primxval  iimplicity,  are 
fuchas  influence,  in  a  particular  manner, 
the  moral  condii6f  of  their  youtli;  and  in 
this  g'jneral  depravity  of  manners  and 
laxity  of  principles,  pure  religion  is  no 
where  moie  ItrvMigly  inculca'c«l.  The 
Academies,  as  ihi  y  are  prefumptuoullv 
ftiled,  are  too  low  \o  Ue  mentioned;  :ind 
foreign  leminarics  :»re  likely  to  pirjudice 
the  unwary  u'.i  ul  with  Ca'vinilm.  Bi.t 
Englifti  uiiive.  li'Ies  rendf r  tlicir  ihidcnrs 
vl'tuoiw,  at  leaft  by  cxcluslm^  ^U  cv>^- 
portunities  of  vice-,  an^\,V>v  \cxc\Mi\^,\\vt^:^ 
the  p:  inciples  of  the  C\nuc\\  oi  Ev\«\v  !  » 
conrtrm   ibcm  in  tV\oCc  ot  Uvit  CWa- 
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TO  illuftrate  one  thing  by  it*t  re- 
i'cnibiance  to  another,  has  betn  al- 
ways the  moil  popular  and  efficacious 
art  of  in;iru6Hon.  There  is  indeed  no 
other  method  of  teaching  that  of  which 
atiy  one  is  ignorant,  but  by  means  of 
I'omtthing  already  known ;  and  a  mind 
fo  enUii^cd  by  contemplation  and  en- 
qwiny,  that  it  has  always  many  objects 
v^' it  bin  it^s  view,  will  feldom  be  long 
without  fome  near  and  familiar  ijnage 
through  which  an  eafy  tranfition  may 
be  made  to  truths  more  diftant  and  ob- 
fcure. 

Of  the  parallels  which  have-  been 
drawn  by  wit  and  curiofity,  fome  are  li- 
'  teial  and  real,  as  between  poetry  and 
painting,  two  arts  which  purfue  the  fame 
end,  by  the  operation  of  the  iUme  men- 
tal faculties,  and  which  differ  only  as 
the  one  veprcfents  things  by  marks  per- 
manent and  natural,  the  other  by  (Igns 
accidental  and  arbitrary.  The  one  there- 
fore is  moreeafily  and  generally  under- 
ftood,  fmce  fimilitude  of  form  is  imme- 
diately perceivedj  the  other  is  capable  of 
conveying  more  ideas,  for  men  have 
thought  and  fpoken  of  many  things 
which  they  do  not  fee. 

Other  parallels  axe  fortuitous  and 
fanciful,  yet  thefe  have  fometimes  been 
extended  to  many  particulars  of  rcfem- 
blancc  by  a  lucky  concurrence  of  dili- 
gence and  chance.  The  atiimal  hcdy  is 
compofedof  many  members,  united  un- 
derthedire£^ionofonemind;  any  num- 
ber of  individuals*  conne£led  for  fome 
common  purpufe,  is  therefovc  called  a 
body.  From  this  participation  of  the 
fame  appellation  arole  the  comptrifon  of 
the  boay  natural  and  Mj  politick,  of 
wliich,  how  far  foever  it  has  been  de- 
duced, no  end  has  hitherto  been  f9und. 
In  thefe  imaginary  fimilicudes,  the 
fame  word  is  ufed  at  once  in  it's  primi- 
tive and  mctaphoiical  fetiCe,  Thus 
health,  afcrlbed  to  the  body  MturaU  is 
oppcijd  to  ftcknefs;  but  attributed  to 
\\\c  hotly  politick,  Ihinds  as  contrary  to 
a;lvcirity.  Thefe  parallels  therefore 
?fir^  wore  of  geimi%,  but  lefs  of  truth) 
rhsy  often  phui'c,  hut  they  never  con- 


Of  this  kind  is  a  cuiioxm  fpeculatioA 
^^'iuently  indulged  hy  2  phUofophcr  of 


my  acquaintance,  who  had  di 
that  the  qualities  requifite  to 
tion  are  very  exa6liy  rcprefer 
bowl  of  punch.' 

*  Punch,'  fays  this  pcofoun 
gator,  '  is  a  liquor  compound 

*  rit  and  acid  juices,  fugar  ai 

*  The  fpirit,   volatile  and  ficr 

*  proper  emblem  of  vivacity 

*  the  acidity  of  the  lemon  will ' 

*  figure  pungency  of  raillery, 

*  mony  of  cenfure ;  fugar  is  t! 

*  reprefentatlve   of    lufclous 

'  and  gentle  com^laifancej  an 

*  the  proper  hivo<^iyphick  of 

*  tie,  innocent  and  taiUle.'s." 

Spirit  alone  is  too  pf)W(ir'. 
It  will  proilur:imadners  iatl.tr 
rimcnt;  and,  inftcad  of  quencl" 
will  inflame  the  blood.  Thi 
copioufly  poured  out,  :<r;iLius 
with  emotions  rather  viohnt  t 
ingi  every  one  fluinks  Worn  tl 
it's  opprcfllon,  the  con-.pan] 
•  tranced  ^nd  ovcrpowendj  all 
nilheJ,  but  nobody  is  prealWi. 
The  acid  juices  give  this 
quor  all  it's  power  of  ftimu 
pilate.  Converfation  wowV 
dull  and  v^pid,  if  negligent 
fon.etimes  roufed,  and  il 
quickened)  by  due  fevcrity  of 
(ion.  But  acids  unmixt  will 
face  and  torture  the  palate  j  a 
has  no  other  qualities  than  ) 
and  afperity,  he  whofeconflai 
ment  is  defect i(>n  and  cenfure, 
only  to  find  faults,  and  fpea 
punifh  them,  will  foon  b< 
hated,  and  avoided. 

The  tafte  of  fugai*  is  gene 
ing,  but  it  cannot  long  b^  e 
felf.  Thus  meeknefs  and  c» 
always  recommend  the  firft  a 
foon  pall  and  naufeate  unlefs 
fociated  with  more  fprightl) 
The  chief  ufe  of  fygar  is  to 
talleof  other  fubflances,  and 
behaviour  in  the  fame  manne 
the  roughnefs  of  contradif^io 
lay*  the  bitterncfs  of  unwelcc 
Water  U  \Vt  >\tC\N.M^^\ 
wV\cV\  are  cowit^tA  ^^  yai^ 
f ary  to  taftcmxict  «f\^  w^^ 
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i.f'-and  nature  are  fiippllcth  Thus  all 
ibc  biillners  of  tht  world  is  tranlh^led 
liyartlers  and  eafy  talk,  neither  lublimed 
by  fancy,  nor  difcolomcd  by  aftV^a- 
ti3n,  without  cither  the  hirlbnei's  of  Ja- 
lirc,  or  the  lufcioufnefs  of  flattery.  By 
thii  hmpid  vein  of  bngua^  curioAty  is 
gratified,  and  all  thtt  knowledge  is.  con - 
I  Teyed  which  one  man  is  required  to  im- 
part  for  the  fafety  or  convenience  of  an- 
other.  Water  is  the  only  Ingiedient  of 
]>unch  which  can  be  u  led  alone,  and 
with  which  man  is  content  till  fancy  hat 
fnmcd  an  artificial  want*  Thus  while 
weonly  deAre  to  have  our  ignorance  in- 
formedy  we  are  moft  delighted  with  the 


plaineli  .1  JHoti;  nrd  It  I9  on:v  in  tl:<» 
ii.otHL'nis  of  idler  €!•>  or  pride,  thni-  wt 
call  for  the  gratifications  of  wii  or  tlat- 
tcrv. 

He  only  will  pleafc  long,  who,  hv 
tempering  the  acid  of  Ihtire  wit'i  the 
fugar  of  civility,  and  allaying  tne  beat 
of  wit  with  the  frigidity  of  hum'ole  chat, 
can  niiivc  the  true  punch  of  converlh- 
tion;  and  as  that  punch  can  be  drunk 
in  the  greateft  quantity  which  has  the 
largeft  proportion  of  water,  fo  that  com- 
panion will  bt  ofttneft  welcome,  whofc 
talk  flows  out  with  inoffeniive  copiouf- 
nefs,  and  wienvied  infipidity. 
I  wm,  iec. 
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TO   THE    IDLER. 
Kt.    IDLES, 

IF  it  be  difficult  to  perfuade  the  Idle 
to  be  bufy,  it  is  likewife,  at  expe- 
ricQce  has  taught  me,  not  eafy  to  con- 
vince the  buly  that  it  is  better  to  be 
idle.  When  you  fhall  defpair  of  fti- 
mulating  fluggiihneft  to  motion^  I  hope 
you  will  turn  your  thoughts  towards  the 
means  of  lliUing  the  buftle  of 'pernicious 
aflivity. 

I  am  the  unfortunate  hufband  of  a 
bttj^  ofbargaiHs,  My  wife  has  fome- 
.  where  heard,  that  a  good  houfewife 
mtver  has  any  thing  to  fwrchafe  ivben  it 
is  'wauted.  This  maxim  it  otten  in  her 
month,  and  always  in  her  head.  She 
.  is  not  one  of  thofe  philofophical  ulkers 
that  IpecuUte  without  prafUce,  and 
learn  tentenoes  of  wifiiom.only  to  repeat 
them}  (he  is  always  making  additions 
to  her  ftoret;  (he  never  lM>kt  into  a 
broker^t  (hop,  but  (he  fpiet  fomething 
that  may  be  wanted  fome  time;  and  it 
it  impoflible  to  make  her  ptft  the  door 
of  a  houfe  where  (he  heart  (kods  fMng 

Whatever  (he  thinks  cheap»  (he  holds 
it  the  duty  of  an  oeconomift  to  buy;  in 
confiquence  of  thit  maxim,  we  are  in- 
cumbered on  every  (^de  with  ufeleft 
lumber.  TIk  fervantt  can  fcarcelv  creep 
to  tbetr  bedt  throueh  the  che(u  and 
boxes  tlnC  furround  them.  The  car- 
penter liczD/x/c^ec/ once  a  weekm  build* 
M^  ckdttg,  £xiog  cupboudg,  and  faft- 
.  fmngMwrni  md  my  kanA  bM9  the  zp. 


pearance  of  a  (hip  (lorcd  for  a  voyage  to 
the  colonies. 

I  had  often  obferved  that  advertife- 
mentt  fet  her  on  fire;  and  therefore, 
pretending  to  emulate  her  laudable  fru- 
gality, I  forbade. the  news-paper  to  be 
taken  any  longer;  but  my  precaution  is 
vain;  I  know  not  by  what  fatality,  or 
by  what  confederacy,  every  catalogue 
ot genuine /itr/ttture  comet  to  her  hand, 
every  advertifementof  a  warehoufe  new- 
ly opened  is  in  her  pocket-book,  and  (he 
knows  before  any  of  her  neighhuurs 
when  the  flock  of  any  man  leaving  off 
trade  it  to  \)t  fold  cheep  for  ready  monej. 

Such  inteihgcnce  is  to  my  dear -one 
the  8yren*s  fong.  No  engagement;  no 
duty,  no  interefl,  can  with -hold  her 
from  a  fale,  from  whicK  (he  always  re- 
turns congrarulatine  herl'elf  upon  her 
dexterity  at  a  bargain;  the  porter  layt 
down  his  burthen  in  the  hall,  (he  dif- 
plays  her  new  acquifitions,  and  fpendt 
the  red  of  the  day  in  contriving  where 
they  flull  be  put. 

As  (he  cannot  bear  to  have  any  thing 
uncomplete,  one  purchafe  neceflfitatet 
another;  (he  has  twenty  feather-bedt 
more  than  (he  can  ufe,  and  a  late  fale 
has  fupplied  her  with  a  proportionable 
number  of  Whitney  blanktts,  a  large 
roll  of  linen  for  (heetSs  and  five  quilie 
for  every  bed,  which  (he  bought  becau(e 
the  feller  told  her,  that  if  (he  would 
clear  hit  hands  he  would  let  her  have  a 
bargain. 

Thut  by  Vmiui\)  enctoiitVtftiwvU  tw| 
habitatioii  1%  xm&  ^vaxwiKt  «sAtAX< 


s^ 


THE    IDLER. 


rowirj  the  dining-room  is  fo  crouded 
with  tablet,  that  dinner  fcarcely  can  be 
iervedj  the  parlour  is  decora te'l  with  To 
many  piles  of  china,  that  I  dare  not 
ttep  within  the  door;  at  every  turn  of 
the  (tairs  I  have  a  clock,  and  half  the 
windows  of  the  upper  floors  aiT  dark- 
ened, tliat  (helves  may  be  fet  before 
them. 

This,  however,  might  be  borne,  if 
file  would  gratify  her  own  inclinations 
without  oppoling  mine.  But  I  who  am 
idle  am  luxurious,  and  (he  condemns 
me  to  live  upon  fait  provifion.  She 
knows  the  lofs  of  buying  in  fmail 
quantities,  we  have  therefore  whole  hogs 
and  quarters  of  oxen.  Part  of  our  meat 
is  tainted  before  it  is  eaten,  and  part  is 
throvcn  away  becaufe  it  is  fpoiledj  but 
iheperiifts  in  her  fyl^em,  and  will  never 
buy  any  thing  by  fingle  pennyworths. 

The  common  vice  of  thole  who  arc 
ftill  grafping  at  more,  is  to  negleA  that 
whicn  they  already  pofTefs;  but  from 
this  failing  my  charmer  is  free.  It  is 
the  great  care  of  her  lifeihat  the  pieces 
of  beef  (hould  be  boiled  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  bought  j  that  the  fecond 
bag  of  peaic  (hould  not  be  opened  till 
the  firll  are  eaten  j  that  every  feather- 
bed (hall  be  lain  on  in  it*s  tximj  that  the 
carpett  (hould  be  taken  out  of  the  chefts 


once  t  month  and  bruihed,  and  the  roll* 
of  linen  opened  now  and  then  befor^ 
the  fire.  She  is  daily  enquiring  after 
the  beft  traps  for  mice,  and  keeps  the 
rooms  alway  fcented  by  fumigatiuns  to 
deftroy  the  moths.  She  employs  work- 
men, from  time  to  time,  to  adjuft  fix 
clocks  tint  never  go,  and  clean  five  jack's 
that  run  .n  the  garret;  and  a  woman  in 
the  next  .alley  lives  by  fc«uriiig  the  brafs 
and  pewter,  which  ai-e  only  laid  up  to 
tarnifti  again. 

She  is  always  imagining  forae  diftant 
time  in  which  (he  Ihall  ufe  whatever  (he 
accumulates;  (he  has  four  looking- 
gla(res  which  (he  cannot  hang  up  in  ha 
houfe,  but  which  will  be  handfomein 
more  lofty  rooms ;  and  pays  rent  for  the 
place  of  a  vaii  copper  in  iomt  warehoufei 
becaufe  when  we  live  in  the  country  we 
(hall  brew  our  own  beer. 

Of  this  life  I  have  long  been  weary, 
but  know  not  how  to  cliange  it :  all  the 
married  men  whom  I  confiilt  adnfc  me 
to  have  patience;  but  fome  old  batche- 
lors  are  of  opinion,  that  fince  (he  loves 
fales  fo  well,  (he  (hould  have  a  (ale  of 
her  own;  and  I  have,  I  think,  refoWed 
to  open  her  hoards,  and  advertife  an 
auflion.  I  am,  Sh*,  your  very  humble 
fervant, 

Peter  Plenty. 


H^  XXXVI,    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  23. 


THE  great  di(Ferences  that  diAurb 
the  peace  of  mankind  are  not  about 
ends,  but  means.  We  have  all  the  fame 
general  defires,  but  how  thofe  defrres 
mall  be  accompli(hed  will  for  ever  be 
di(J>uted.  The  ultimate  purpofe  of  go- 
vernment is  temporal,  and  that  of  reli- 
gion is  eternal  happincfs.  Hitherto  we 
agree;  but  here  we  muft  part,  to  try, 
according  to  the  endlefs  varieties  of  paf- 
fion  and  underdanding  combined  with 
one  another,  every  podible  form  of  go- 
Ternment,  and  every  imaginable  tenet 
of  religibn. 

We  are  told  by  Cumberland,  that 
rrSitMdep  applied  to  a^ion  or  contem- 
plation, is   merely  metaphorical;   and 
that  as  a  right  line  defcribce  the  (horteft 
psthgc  from  point  to  jjoint,  fo  a  right 
mAion  effeSks  aj^ood  defign  by  the  few- 
f/f  inean$j  Md/olikewifesL  right oipimon 
it  ebMt  which  cmncSti  diiismt  trutht  by 


the  (horteft  train  of  intermediate  propo- 
fitions. 

To  find  the  oe^reft  way  from  truth 
to  truth,  or  from  purpofe  to  e(Fe6l,  not 
to  ufe  more  in(h-uments  where  fewer 
will  be  fuffident,  not  to  move  by  wheels 
and  levers  what  will  give  way  to  the 
naked  hand,  is  the  great  proof  of  a 
healthful  and  vigorous  mind,  mither 
feeble  with  helpltfs  ignorance,  nor  ovei- 
burdened  with  .unwieldy  knowledge. 

But  there  are  men  who  feem  to  think 
nothing  fo  much  the  charafteriftic  of  a 
genius,  as  to  do  common  things  in  an 
uncommon  manner;  like  Hudibras,  to 
tetl  the  clock  by  algebra\  or  like  the  Lady 
in  Dr.  Young's  Satires,  to  drink  tea  (y 
flratagemi  to  quit  the  beaten  track  only 
becaufe  it  is  known,  and  take  a  new 
path,  however  crooV^tA  ot  xqm^,  \:<t- 
cauCe  tV\e  ftia\^Yvtw^s^o\\TvA  o>i\.>at\ciw* 
Every  m«nV^iiV.^^ti^N<iu\«.^vi\^\tv' 
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lent  to  be  underftooi!,  and  it  can  fetdom 
lMpf)ni  but  he  that  underftand*  himfeJf 
might  convey  his  notions  to  another,  if, 
content  lo  be  unJcrftood,  he  did  not 
fttk  to  be  admired ;  bat  when  once  he 
begins  to  contrive  how  hit  fentiments 
may  be  received,  not  with  moft  eafe  to 
liii  reader,  hut  with  nnoft  advantage  to 
himfelf,  be  then  transfers  his  confidera- 
tion  from  words  to  founds,  from  fen- 
teoces  to  periods,  and  as  he  grows  more 
elegant  becomes  lefs  intelligible. 

It  is  difficult  to  enumerate  every  fpe- 
cietcf  authors  whofelalx>urs  counteraft 
tbemielves;  the  man  of  exuberance  and 
cofMoufneft,  who  diffufes  every  thought 
throagh  Co  many  divetiities  of  expref- 
fioo,  that  it  is  loft  like  water  in  a  mift ; 
the  ponderous  diAator  of  fentences, 
vlioie  notions  are  delivered  in  the  lump, 
and  are,  like  uncoined  bullion,  of  more 
weight  than  ufe;  the  liberal  illuftrator, 
vSoAiews  b/ examples  and  compari- 
^s  what  was  clearly  feen  when  it  was 
M  pf.>po(ed)  and  the  ftately  Ton  of  de- 
iBonrtntion,  who  proves  with  mathema- 
tical formality  wliat  no  man  has  yet  pre- 
'^nded  to  doubt. 

There  is  a  mode  of  ftyle  for  which  I 
*now  not  that  the  mafters  of  oratory 
''^vc  yet  found  a  name,  a  ftyle  by  which 
'*^«  moft  evident  truths  are  fo  obfcured, 
^^»at  they  can  no  longer  be  perceived, 
^^d  the  moft  familiar  propofitions  fo 
^^ifguiitd  that  they  cannot  be  known. 
jv-^fry  other  kind  of  eloquence  is  the 
'^^^fsof  fenfe;  but  this  is  the  ma (k  bv 
^^hich  a  true  matter  of  his  art  will  fo  ef- 
^^Aually  conceal  it,  that  a  man  will  as 
^fily  miftake  his  own  portions,  if  he 
^^leett  them  thus  transformed,  as  he  may 
l^fs  in  a  mafi|uerade  his  neareft  acquaint- 
ance. 

This  ftyle  may  be  called  the  terrifickj 
for  it^s  chief  intention  is  to  terrify  and 
^maze;  it  may  be  termed  the  repulfi'vtt 
lor  it's  natural  efFcft  is  to  drive  away 
the  reader)  or  it  may  be  diftinguiftied, 
in  plain  Engliih,  by  the  denomination 
of  the  bugbear  Jhflit  for  it  has  more  ter- 
ror than  danger,  and  will  appear  \tU  for- 
midable at  it  is  more  nearly  approached. 
A  mother  tells  her  infant,  that  fwQ 
»d  iVH  msh  fiur\  the  child  remcrn* 


bers  the  propofition,"and  is  able  m  count 
four  to  all  the  purpoftrs  of  life,  :i:l  t!.c  . 
courfe  of  his  education  brinti;s  him 
among  philo'bphcrs,  w^o  fr  ■•!:i  him 
from  his  former  J;  ovjcd^c,  l,v  filing 
him,  that  four  is  a  ctirain  it;;;,«tt;;^it  of 
units;  that  all  numbcM  b  Iol-^  im^y  :htf 
repetition  of  an  unit,  whi  !.-  ■'  i;;h  not 
a  number  itfelf,  is  the  p.^.  • ,  i  ;  ;• ,  or 
original  of  all  num*  cr,  ycK*  •-  tW  l^J- 
nomination  aftigned  tj  a  ct :;*•.;  ..ni;- 
ber  of  fuch  repetitions.  The  r'llv  M  i..- 
gcr  is,  left,  when  he  f'ult  hc»ii  r  .Ji 
dreadful  founds,  the  pupil  iWo'iiJ  i.u 
away;  if  he  has  but  the  co-  ijvv  rv 
ftay  till  the  conclufion,  he  wi!l  (\\\A  v:  ■»:, 
when  fpeculation  luis  done  ifs  woiu, 
two  and  two  ftill  m;ikc  fou» . 

An  illuftrious  example  of  this  i.^*- 
cies  of  eloquence  mnv  be  found'in  Ltt^ 
ten  concerning  the  MitiJ.  The  .luTor 
bcp,in3  by  'UcI'Minp,  thit  tbe  forts  of 
things  are  tl^inyj  thui  noiv  are,  ba^ve 
been^  andfball  be,  and  tbe  things  that 
ffri^iy  ARE.  In  this  pofition,  except 
the  laft  cla-ne,  in  wi)ich  he  ufes  fome« 
thing  of  ♦i^c  fchohitick  language,  there 
is  nothi?-ig  but  what  every  man  has  heard 
and  imagines  himfelf  to  know.  But 
who  would  not  believe  that  fomc  won- 
derful novelty  is  pi«icnttd  to  liis  inicl- 
left,  when  he  !s  afterwinl?  told,  iii  the 
XTur  bugbfar  \iy\e,  t^hrit  M^  A*'*',  in  ike 
former  fnfc,  art  things  that  lu  bitiveen 
the  HAve-bccrs  a*iJ  Shail-bcs.  The 
Have-bcens  are  things  that  are  fafi  \  the 
Shall -bes  tfr^  things  that  are  to  come\. 
and  the  things  that  are.  in  the  latter 
feme,  are  things  that  hate  not  been,  nsr 
/ball  Lcy  mr  Jland  in  the  m'uifi  of  fuch  as 
are  bejore  them  or  fhall  be  after  them^ 
Tbe  things  that  ha<ve  been,  and  fbalibe^ 
ha^e  reJ^eS  to  trefent,  pafl,  and  future, 
Thofe  Itkenvife  that  nonv  are  ba<ve more' 
over  place  X  that,  for  injianct,  ivhicb  is 
here,  that  *wbicb  is  to  tbe  Eaft,  that  which 
is  to  tbe  Wefi. 

All  this,  :ny  dfar  reader,  is  very 
ftrange;  but  though  it  be  ftrangr,  it  it 
not  new;  furvey  thcfe  wonderful  fen- 
tences  again,  and  they  will  be  found  to 
contain  nothing  more  than  very  plain 
truths,  which  till  this  author  arofe  had 
always  been  delivered  in  plain  language. 
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THOSE  who  are  (killed  in  the  ex- 
traflion  and  preparation  of  metaU, 
declare,  that  iron  is  every  whei^e  to  be 
foimd;  and  thatiiot  only  it's  proper  ore 
is  copi&uAy  trfafurod  in  the  caverns  of 
the  earth,  but  that  it's  particles  are  dif- 
perfed  throughout  all  other  bodies. 

JF  the  extent  of  the  human  view  could 
couiprchend  the  whole  frame  ofthc  uni- 
verfc,  I  btlievc  it  would  be  found  in- 
variably true,  that  Providence  has  giv- 
en that  ill  greateft  plenty,  which  the 
condition  of  life  makes  of  greateft  ufe^ 
and  that  nothing  is  penurioufly  imparted 
or  placed  far  from  the  reach  of  man,  of 
which  a  more  liberal  diftribution,  or 
more  eafy  acquifition,  would  increafe 
jreal  and  rational  felicity. 

Iron  is  common,  and  gold  is  raiT. 
Iron  contributes  fo  much  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  nature,  that  it\  ufe  conftitutes 
much  of  the  difference  between  favage 
and  polifhed  life,  between  the  ilate  of 
him  that  0umbers  in  European  palaces, 
and  him  that  fhelters  himfclf  in  the  ca- 
vities of  a  rock  from  the  chilnefs  of  the 
nighty  or  the  violence  of  the  fturm. 
Gold  can  never  be  hardened  into  faws  or 
axes  J  it  can  neither  furnifti  inftrumcnts 
of  manu failure,  utenfils  of  agriculture, 
nor  weapons  of  defence;  it's  only  qua- 
lity is  to  (hine,  and  the  value  of  it's  luf- 
tre  arifes  from  it's  fcarcity. 

Throughout  the  whole  circle,  both 
ofnaturaland  moral  life,  neceffaries  are 
as  iron,  and  fuperfluities  as  gold.  What 
we  really  need  we  may  readily  obtain; 
fo  readily,  that  far  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  has,  in  the  wantonnefs  of 
abundance,  confounded  natural  with 
artificial  deiires,  and  invented  neceilities 
for  the  fake  of  employment,  becaufe  the 
mind  18  impatient  of  ina6lion,  and  life 
is  fuftained  with  Co  little  labour,  that 
the  tediouihefsof  idle  time  cannot  other- 
wife  be  fupported. 

Thus  plenty  is  the  origioal  caufe  of 
many  of  our  needs ;  and  even  the  po- 
verty, which  is  Co  frequent  and  diftrefs- 
ful  in  civilized  nations,  proceeds  often 
fix>m  that  change  of  manners  which  opu- 
lence has  produced.  Nature  makes  us 
poor  only  when  we  want  neceffaries,  but 
caihmgiytt  the  name  of  poverty  tp  the 
wswi  oifupetBuities* 


When  Socrates  pafTed  throu 
of  toys  and  ornaments,  he  cri< 

*  How  many  things  are  here 

*  do  not  need!'  And  the  fan 
mation  may  every  man  make  ^ 
veys  the  common  accommod 
life. 

Superfluity  and  difHcultybe) 
ther.  To  drefs  food  for  the  fl 
eafy,  the  art  is  to  irriutethe  pa 
tlie  ftomach  is  fufhced.  A  n 
may  build  walls,  form  roofs 
floors,  andj^fipi^  ill  that  wai 
fecurity  require;  we  only  call 
artificers  to  carve  the  comic 
paint  the  cielings.  Such  dret 
enable  the  body  to  endure  th< 
feafons,  tlie  mod  unenlightene 
have  been  able  to  procure;  but 
of  i'cience  begins  m  the  ambiti 
tin£lion>  in  variations  of  fad 
emulation  of  elegance.  Corn  g: 
eafy  culture;  the  gardener's  ex 
are  only  employed  to  exalt  th* 
of  fruits,  and  brighten  the  c 
flowers. 

Even  of  kiowledge,  thofe 
mof(  eafy  which  are  generally 
The  intercourfe  of  fociety  it  n 
without  the  elegances  of  langu 
gures,  criticifms,  and  reflnen 
the  work  of  thofe  whom  idlen 
weary  of  therofelves.  The  • 
of  the  world  is  carried  on  by 
thods  of  computation.  Sul 
fludy  are  required  only  when 
are  invented  merely  to  puzzlej 
culations  are  extended  to  (hev 
of  the  calculator.  The  1  ight « 
is  equally  beneflcial  to  him  w 
tell  him  that  it  moves,  and  tol 
reafon  perfuades  him  that  it  (i 
and  plants  grow  with  the  fan 
ance,  whether  we  fuppofeeart) 
the  parent  of  vegetation. 

If  we  raife  our  thoughts  to  i 
quiries,  we  ihall  ftill  hnd  fac 
curring  with  ufefulnefs.  No  i 
(lay  to  be  virtuous  till  the  mor 
determined  the  effence  of  vii 
duty  is  made  apparent  by  it's 
confequences,  though  the  gei 
ultimate  reafon  (hould  never 
vered.  Religion  may  regulat 
of  him  to  whom  the  Scotifts : 
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alike  unknown;  and  the  af- 
fate  and  free- will,  howevef 
1  their  talk,  agree  to  aft  in 
lanner. 

ot  my  intention  to  depreciate 
r  aits  or  abftru(er  ftudies. 
ofity  which  always  Aicceeds 
enty,  was  undoubtedly  given 
K>f  of  capacity  which  our  pr^« 
I  not  able  to  filly  as  a  prepa- 
bme  better  mode/of  exiftence. 


which  (hat  furnifh  employment  for  tbt^ 
whole  foul|  and  where  pleafure  (hall  be ' 
adequate  tf  our  powers  of  fruition.    Ill 
the  mean /time,  let  us  gratefully  ac* ' 
knowled^  that  goodnefs  which  grants 
us  eafe  at  a  cheap  rate,  which  changes 
the  feafons  wh^re  the  nature  of  heat  and 
cold  has  not  been  yet  eicamined»  and, 
gives  the  vicilTitudes  of  day  and  niffht 
to  thofe  who  never  marked  the  tropicktf 
or  numbered  the  conftellationi* 
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\  the  publication  of  the  letter 
ling  tne  condition  of  thofe 
•nBned  in  gaols  by  their  cre- 
enquiry  is  faid  to  have  been 
which  it  appears  that  more 
ity  thoufand  are  at  this  time 
}r  debt. 

n  look  with  indiffierence  on 
ive  parts  of  that,  which,  if 
were  feen  together,  would 
vith  emotion.  A  debtor  it 
prifon,  pitied  for  a  moment, 
rgotten ;  another  follows  him, 
alike  in  the  caverns  of  obli- 
vhen  the  whole  mafs  of  cala- 
up  at  once,  when  twcntv 
afonable  beings  are  heard  all 
1  unneceiTary  mifery,  not  by 
y  of  nature,  but  the  miftake 
ice  of  policy,  who  can  for* 
'  and  lament,  to  wonder  and 

here  no  need  of  declamatory 
;  wc  live  in  an  age  of  com- 
:omputation;  let  us  therefore 
ire  what  is  the  fum  of  evil 
impnfonment  of  debtors 
I  our  country. 

to  be  the  opinion  of  the  later 
that  the  inhabitants  of  £ng- 
>t  exceed  fix  millions,  of 
ty  thoufand  is  the  three- hun- 
.  What  (hall  we  fay  of  the 
r  the  wifdoin  of  a  nation, 
arily  facrificesone  in  every 
ed  to  lingering  deilruftion ! 
brtunes  of  an  individual  do 
heir  mfluence  to  many;  yet» 


if  we  confider  the  tffe&s  of  conianguU 
nity  and  friend  (liip,  and  the  gencraire- 
ciprocation  of  wants  and  benrats,  which' 
make  one  man  dear  or  neceflary  to  an* 
other,  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed* 
that  every  man  languifbing  in  priA>n 
gives  trouble  of  fome  kind  to  two  others 
who  love  or  need  him.  By  this  multi- , 
plication  of  roifiry  we  (ee  diftreft  ex- 
tended to  the  hundredth  part  of  the 
whole  fociety. 

If  we  eftimate  at  a  (hilling  a  day  what 
is  loft  by  the  inadion  and  confumed  in 
the  fupport  of  each  man  td^^chainsd 
down  to  involuntary  idlenv.«.^^^gpMt  pub* . 
lick  lofs  will  rife  in  one  year  to  throe 
hundred  thoufand  poundsi  in  ten  vcart 
to  more  than  a  (ixth  part  of  our  circu- 
lating coin. 

I  am  afraid  that  thofe  who  are  beft 
acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  our  prifons, 
will  confefs  that  my  conjecture  it  too 
near  the  truth,  when  I  fuppofe  that  the 
corrofion  of  refentment,  the  heavinefs 
of  forrow,  the  corruption  of  confined 
air,  the  want  of  exerafe,  and  foroetimcs 
of  food,  the  contagion  of  di(ea(es,  from 
which  there  is  no  retreat,  and  the  feve* 
rity  of  tyrants,  againft  whom  there  can 
be  no  refiftance,  and  all  the  compli- 
cated horrors  of  a  prifon,  jnit  an  end 
every  year  to  the  life  of  one  in  four  of 
thofe  that  are  (hut  up  from  the  common 
comforts  of  human  life. 

Thus  peri(h  yearly  (ive  thouiand  men*, 
overborne  with  forrow,  confumed  b/ 
famine,  or  putrified  by  filth;  mwnr  m 
then^  in  the  moft  vigorQ,ut  and  uiml 


mber  was  at  diat  time  tyo(^intly  pabliihil  |  hut  the  astbor  has  fioce  hvd 
Hon  the  calculation. 
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pirt  of  life;  far  the  thoughtlcft  and  im- 
prudent afe  commonlv  joung,  and  the 
a^ve  and  bufy  are  feldom  old. 

According  to  the  rule  gtntralty  re- 
ceivedy  which  fuppofesthat  one  in  thirty 
diet  yearly,  the  race  of  man  may  be  faid 
to  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  thirty  yeari. 
Vho  would  have  believed  till  now,  that 
of  every  Englifli  generation,  an  hun- 
drtd  and  fifty  thoufand  perifli  in  our 
gaols!  that  in  every  century,  a  nation 
eminent  for  fcience,  ftudious  of  com- 
merce, ambitious  of  empire,  (houkl  wil- 
lingly lofe,  in  noifome  dungeons,  five 
hundred  thoufand  of  it's  inhabitants)  a 
ilumber  greater  than  has  ever  been  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  fame  time  by  the  pcftilence 
and  fword! 

A  very  late  occurrence  may  (hew  ut 
the  value  of  the  number  which  we  thus 
condemn  to  be  ufelefs;  in  the  re-eihi- 
blifliment  of  the  Trained  Bands,  twenty 
thoufand  are  confidered  as  a  force  fufH- 
cient  againft  all-  exigences.  While, 
thereforci  we  detain  twenty  thoufand  in 
prifoif,  we  ikut  up  in  darknefs  and  ufe- 
le/rnefs  two-thirds  of  an  army  which 
ourfelves  judge  equal  to  the  defence  of 
our  countrv,^  ^ 

^  The^  Jnaftick  lirftilutjons  have  been 
•fWh  vMiled,  as  tending  to  retard  the 
ihcreafe of  mankind.  And  perhaps  re- 
thrment  ought  rarely  to  be  permitted, 
except  to  thole  whofe  employment  is 
confident  with  abftra^ion,  and  who, 
though  folitary,  will  not  be  idle;  to 
thofe  whom  infirmity  makes  ufelefs  to 
the  commonwealth,  or  to  thofe  who  have 
paid  their  due  proportion  to  fociety,  and 
who,  having  lived  for  others,  may  be 
honourably  difmifled  to  live  for  them- 
felves.  Buf  whatever  be  the  evil  or  the 
folly  of  thefe  retreats,  thofe  have  no 
right  to  cenfurethem  whofe  prifons  con* 
tarn  greater  numbers  than  the  monafte- 
ries  of  other  countries.  It  is,  furely, 
left  foolifh  and  left  criminal  to  permit 
inaction  than  compel  it  5  to  comply  with 
doubtful  opinions  of  happinefs,  than 
condemn  to  certain  and  apparent  mifery; 
to  indulge  the  extnvagaiicet  of  erro- 
oeoui  piety,  than  to  multiply  and  enforce 
tfmptations  to  wickednfit. 

*  The  mifery  of-gaoU  is  not  half  their 


evils  they  are  filled  with  ev 
tion  which  poverty  and  vi-i< 
generate  between  themj  < 
fhaineleft  and  profligate  enc 
can  be  produced  by  the  impi 
nominy,  the  rage  of  want, 
lignity  of  defpair.  Inapt 
or  the  publick  eye  is  loft,  a 
of  the  law  is  fpent ;  the  e  z 
there  are  no  blufhes.  The 
the  lewd,  the  audacious  htt 
dacious.  Every  one  foitif 
he  can  againft  his  own  fen 
deavours  to  pra6lire  on  ot 
which  are  pra^tifed  on  himft 
the  kindnefs  of  his  alTocia 
tudeof  manners. 

Thus  fome  fmk  amidft  1 
and  others  furvive  only  to  p 
lainy.  It  may  be  hoped,  1 
givers  will  at  length  take  a 
this  power  of  ftarving  ai 
one  another :  but,  if  then 
fon  why  this  inveterate  evi 
be  removed  in  our  age,  w 
licyhas  enlightened  beyon 
time,  let  thofe,  whofe  writi 
opinions  and  the  pra^ices  • 
temporaries,  endeavour  to 
reproach  of  fuch  imprifonr 
debtor  to  the  creditor,  till 
famy  fhall  purfue  the  wretc 
tonnefs  of  power,  or  revei 
pointinent,  condemns  anot 
and  to  ruin;  till  he  (ha! 
through  the  world  as  an  en 
and  find  in  riches  no  (lielt 
tempt. 

Surely,  he  whofe  debtoi 
in  prifon,  though  he  may 
felt  of  deliberate  murder, 
have  his  mind  clouded  wit 
when  he  confiders  how  1 
has  fuffered  from  hmi  5  wl: 
on  the  wife  bewailing  her 
the  children  begging  the 
their  father  would  have 
there  are  any  made  fo  obd- 
rice  or  cruelty,  as  to  revol 
fequences  without  dread  01 
leave  them  to  be  awake 
other  power,  for  I  write  0 
beings. 
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TO   THE   IDLER. 
lit, 

AS  none  look  more  diligently  about 
them  than  thofe  who  have  nothing 
to  do,  or  who  do  nothing,  I  fuppofc  it 
liat  not  efcaped  your  obfervatlony  that 
the  Bracelet,  or  ornament  of  great  an- 
tiquity, has  been  for  fomc  ydU-s  revived 
among  the  Englifh  ladies. 

The  genius  of  our  nation  is  faid,  I 
know  not  for  what  reafon,  to  appear 
ndier  in  improvement  than  invention. 
The  bracelet  was  known  in  the  earlieft 
ages;  but  it  was  formerly  only  a  hoop  of 
|pl(l»  or  a  clufter  of  jewels,  and  (hewed 
Qodiiog  but  the  wealth  or  vzn'ay  of  the 
[  wearer,  till  our  ladies,  by  carrying  pic- 
'  tares  on  their  wrifts,  made  their  oma- 
OKnti  woAis  of  fancy  and  exercifd  of 
jwlgraent. 

This  addition  of  art  to  luxury  is 
one  of  the  innumerable  proofs  that  might 
he  given  of  the  late  increafe  of  female 
erudition;  and  I  have  often  congratu- 
Ived  myfelf  that  my  life  has  happened 
>t  a  time  when  thofe,  on  whom  fo  much 
of  human  felicity  depends,  have  learned 
to  think  as  well  as  ipeak,  and  when  re- 
fped  takes  pofleflioo  of  the  ear,  while 
we  is  entering  at  the  eye. 

I  have  oblei^vcd,  that,  even  by  the 
liifTragesof  their  own  fex,  tliofc  ladies  are 
accounted  wiieft,  who  do  not  yet  dildain 
to  be  taueht;  and  therefore  I  (hall  offer 
4  km  hmts  for  the  coinpletion  of  the 
bncelec,  without  any  dread  of  the  fate 
ot'  Oqiheus. 

To  the  ladies  w!io  wear  the  pi^ures 
of  their  hulbands  or  children,  or  any 
other  near  relations,  I  can  offer  nothing 
more  decent  or  more  proper.     It  is  rea- 
ibnable  to  believe  that  flie  intends  at  lead 
to  pcfform  her  duty,  who  carries  a  per- 
petual excitement  to  I'ecolieflion  and 
caution,   whofe  own  ornaments  muft 
upbraid  her  with  every  failure,  and  who, 
by  any  open  violation  of  her  engase- 
inentsy  muft  for  ever  forfeit  her  bracelet. 
Yet  I  know  not  whether  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  buiband  to  folicit  very  ear- 
neftij  a  piaci  on  the  bracelet.     If  hi9 
Jmage  be  oot  in  the  heart,  it  i$  offmzll 
mvziito  hmitg  it  on .  the  hand,     A  huf- 
^Mod  eoeirckd  with  diamonds  smd  rubiet 


may  gain  fome  efteem,  but  will  aevcr 
excite  love.  He  that  thinks  b'unfelf 
mod  fecure  of  his  wife,  fboiild  be  fear- 
ful of  periticuting  her  continually  with 
his  prefence.  The  joy  of  life  is  variety} 
the  tendered  love  requires  to  be  re- 
kindled by  intervals  of  abfenccj  and 
Fidelity  herfelf  will  be  wearied  with  trtnT- 
ferring  her  eye  only  from  the  fame  ma^ 
Co  the  fame  pi6lure. 

In  many  countries  the  condition  •£ 
every  woman  is  known  by  her  dreft* 
Marriage  is  rewarded  with  fome  ho- 
nourable diftin6Hon  which  celibacy  it 
forbidden  to  ufurp.  Some  fuch  imbc* 
mation  a  bracelet  might  afford.  The 
ladies  might  enroll  themfelves  in  diftinft 
claffes,  and  carry  in  open  view  the  em- 
blems of  their  order.  The  bracelet  of 
the  Authorefs  may  exhibit  the  Muiea  in 
a  grove  of  laurel ;  the  Houiewife  xsaj 
fliew  Penelope  with  her  web ;  the  Votrelt 
of  a  Angle  life  may  carrv  Urfula  with 
her  troop  of  virgins  $  the  Gamefter  maj 
have  Fortune  with  her  wheel ;  and  thole 
women  that  bitve  no  cbaraBir  at  aU, 
may  difplay  a  Field  of  white  enamel*  M 
imploring  help  to  fill  up  the  vacuity. 

Thei-e  is  a  fet  of  ladies  who  have  out- 
lived mod  animal  pleafures,  and  having 
nothing  rational  to  put  in  their  PJ^KCt 
folace  with  cards  the  lofs  of  what  Time 
has  taken  away,  and  the  want  of  what 
Wifdom,  having  never  been  courted,  hat 
never  given.  For  theie  I  know  not  how 
to  provide  a  proper  decoration.  They 
cannot  be  numbered  among  the  Game- 
ders,  for  though  they  are  always  at  play* 
they  play  for  nothing,  andnevernieto 
the  dignity  of  hazaiS  or  the  reputatioA 
of  fkill.  They  neither  k>ve  nor  are 
loved,  and  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  con« 
template  any  human  image  with  deliglit. 
Yet  though  they  defpair  to  pleafej  they 
always  wifh  to  be  fine,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  without  a  bracelet.  To  this 
fifbrhood  I  can  recommend  nothing 
more  likely  topleafethero  than  the  King 
of  Clubs,  a  perfmage  very  comely  and 
majeftick,  who  will  never  mt«\  xS^t^x  «^ 
without  reviving  xVit  tWi^l  (A  ^otcft 
paft  or  future  \as^%  wkA>  w\»  tk»5  V«. 
difplayed  in  iV^  ^uGtoi  <^aX\i^^'m^^ECV^ 
and  proprietv. 
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But  the  bi-acelet  which  might  be  mod 
cafilv  introduced  into  genera]  ufe  is  a 
final!  convex  mirror,  in  ivhich  the  lady 
may  fet  herftlf  whenever  ftie  (hall  lift 
her  hand.  This  will  be  a  perpetual 
imtrce  of  delight.  Other  ornaments  are 
cf  ufeonlvin  publick,  but  this  will  fur- 
Bifli  gratifications  to  folitude.  This  will 
Aew  a  face  that  mufl  always  pleafe; 
Ae  who  is  followed  by  admirers  will 
carry  about  her  a  perpetual  jufKfication 
of  the  publick  voice 5  and  (he  who  pafTes 
without  notice  may  appeal  from  preju- 
dice to  her  own  eyes. 

But  I  know  not  why  the  privilege  of 
the  bracelet  fhould  be  confined  to  wo- 
men; at  was  in  former  ages  worn  by 
heroes  in  battle;  and  as  modem  foldiers 
are  always  diflin^iflied  by  splendour  of 
drefs,  I  mould  rejoice  to  fee  the  bracelet 
added  to  the  cockade. 

In  hope  of  this  ornamental  innova- 
tion, I  have  fbent  fome  thoughts  upon 
military  bracelets.  There  is  no  paflion 
more  heroic  than  love;  and  therefore  I 
(hould  be  glad  to  fee  the  funs  of  Eng- 


land marching  in  the  field, 
with  the  pi^ure  of  a  woman 
bound  upon  his  hand.  But 
army,  as  every  where  elfe, 
always  be  men  who  love  r 
themfelves,  or  whom  no  wo; 
novr  will  permit  to  love  her 
necefTity  of  fome  other  didiii 
devices. 

I  have  read  of  a  prince  v 
lofl  a  town,  ordered  the  nam 
every  morning  fhouted  in  h 
fhould  be  recovered .  For  th< 
pofe  I  think  the  prorpc6t  c 
might  be  properly  worn  on  tl 
fome  of  our  generals  :  other! 
light  their  countr>'men,  ai 
themfelves  with  a  view  of  Ro 
appeared  to  them  at  fea :  and 
fhall  return  from  the  conque 
rica,  may  exhibit  the  warehoii 
tenac,  with  an  inl'cription  der 
it  was  taken  in  lefs  than  thr 
lefs  ^han  twenty  thoufand  m 
$ir,  &c. 

T 
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THE  pra£lice  of  appending  to  the 
nanTitives  of  public  tranfa6lions 
more  minute  and  domeliic  intelligence, 
and  filling  the  news-p;)pers  with  adver- 
tifements,  has  grown  up  by  flow  degrees 
to  it^s  prefent  ffate. 

Genius  is  fhewn  only  by  invention. 
The  roan  who  firft  took  advantage  of 
the  general  curiofity  that  was  excited 
by  a  liege  or  battle,  to  betray  the  readers 
of  news  info  the  knowledge  of  the  fhop 
where  the  beft  puffs  and  powder  were  to 
be  fold,  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  gi-eat 
fagacity,  and  profound  fkil)  in  the  na- 
Cure  of  man.    But  when  he  had  once 
ihewn  the  way,  it  was  eafy  to  follow 
him ;  and  every  man  now  knows  a  readv 
method  of  informing  the  publick  of  all 
that  he  dcfires  to  buy  or  fell,  whether  his 
wares  be  material  or  intelie6lual;  whe- 
ther he  makes  -cloaths,  or  teaches  the 
mathematics;  whether  he  be  a  tutor  that 
wants  a  pupil,  or  a  pupil  that  wants  a 
iuior. 
Whatever  is  common  h^^fyUM,  Ad- 
w^H/emeots  aie  now  fo  numerous  that 
Mfff  Miv  re/y  ni;f:Ugently  perufed,    and 
if  i»  therefore  become  necdfary  to  gain 
*ittftiou  by  magniikcncc  of  proroifcs. 


and  by  eloquence  fometimes  ( 
fometimes  pathetic. 

Promile,  large  ^romife,  is 
an  adveniltment.  f  rtm:mb< 
ball  that  had  a  quality  tiuly 
it  gave  an  exqu'ifiu .edge  to 
And  there  arc  now  to  be  fold 
money  otily^  fome  Du^vetsjlr 
iig*i  of  d'j'ivny  beyond  compa 
rior  to  'what  ts  ealled  Otter  L 
indeed  fuch,  that  it's  manj^ 
cannot  be  here  fet  forth,  Wi 
cellence  wc  are  made  acq  lai: 
nuarmer  than  four  qt  five  bia 
lighter  than  one. 

There  are  Ibmc,  however, 
the  prejudice  of  mankind  in 
modcft  fmccrity.  The  ven< 
Beautifying  Fluid  fells  a  lotio 
pels  pimples,  wafhes  away 
fmooths  the  fkin,  and  plumps 
and  yet,  with  a  generous  ahh 
oftentation,  confefl'es,  that  it 
reftore  the  bloom  of  fifteen  to 

fifiy- 

The  true  paiV\o%  o^  ?A\ 
muft  \Aave  CuwVl  ^ee:^  "\tvVo 
every  man  \V\ai  Tcmfct«\>att%iJ 
by  Uk  fcWtx  Qi  ifefc  Ktvwi.' 
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kf  the  cafe  and  dfctf  flf /mt  toothing  in- 
ftttti  ^^  ^  affe6iion  with  which  he 
waned  every  mother,  that  Jbe  imhU 
mvirfirghfe  berfii/if  her  infant  ihould 
{loifli  without  a  necklace. 

I  ciimot  but  remark  to  the  celebrated 
luthor  who  gave,  in  his  notifications  of 
the  Camel  and  Dromtdary>ro  many  ipe- 
cinens  of  the  genuine  fublime,  that 
there  is  now  arrived  another  fubje^t  yet 
more  worthy  of  his  pen.  J  famous 
Mibowk  ImtioM  H^arrior,  avlo  took 
Dieikaw  the  French  gemtral  trifoner^ 
if^  m  the  fame  manner  luith  the  na- 
Uiyt  Ilium/  nvben  they  go  to  *war,  nuitb 
ijifoce  and  hotfypatnteUt  ivith  bujcalt- 
t^  hfi,  Tom. ax,  and  all  other  impie* 
Mutief  war:  a  fight  worthy  the  curio- 
Mj^  everf  true  Briton!  This  is  a  very 
powerful  defcription;  but  a  critic  of 
^t  refinement  would  fay  thit  it  con- 
veys rather  horror  and  terror.  An 
liklian,  drcflcd  as  he  goes  to  war,  may 
hrii^  company  togethcrj  but  if  he  car- 
fin  the  fcalping  knife  and  tom-ax,  thei*e 
^  many  true  Britons  that  will  never 
^  perTuaded  to  fee  him  but  through  a 
grate. 

It  has  been  remarked  bv  the  fevprcr 

judges,  that  the  falutary  (orrow  of  tra- 

gick  fcenes  is  too  foon  e0aced  by  the 

oiern'ment  of  the  epilogue;  the  fame  in- 

c«nvcniencc  arifes  from  the  improper 

difiwfition  of  advertifemrnts.     Tlie  no- 

hhfil  obje6\s  may  be  (b  aflbciated  as  to 

he  made  ridiculous.     The  Camrl  and 

Dromedary  themfelves  might  have  loft 

much  of  their  dignity  between  the  true 

Fbwer  of  Mufiard  and   the    original 

Di^^s  Elixir  \  and  I  could  not  but  feel 

iome  indignation  when  I  found  this  il- 

Joftrious   Indian  Warrior  immediately 

fiicceeded  by  a  frefb  parcel  of  DubUn 

bntter. 

The  trade  of  advertifing  is  now  (o  near 
to  pcrfeAion,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  pro- 
pofe  any  improvement.  But  as  evtiy 
art  ought  to  be  exercifed  in  due  fubordi- 


nation  to  tbepublick  good,  I  cannot  but 
propofe  it  as  a  moral  quef^ion  to  thele 
mailers  of  the  publickear.  Whether  they 
do  not  fometimes  play  too  wantonly  with 
our  pailions,  as  when  the  regifterer  of 
lottery  tickets  invites  us  to  his  (hop  by 
an  account  of  the  prize  which  he  fold 
laft  year;  and  whether  the  advertising 
controvertifts  do  not  indulge  afperity  of 
language  without  any  adequate  provo- 
cation; as  in  the  difpute  about  Straps  for 
Razor4t  now  happily  fubftded,  and  in 
the  altercation  which  at  prefent  fubfifts 
concerning  Eau  de  Luce. 

In  an  advertifement  it  is  allowed  to 
every  man  to  fpeak  well  of  himfelf,  but 
I  know  not  why  he  fliould  afTume  the 
privilege  of  cenfuring  his  neighbour. 
He  may  proclaim  his  own  virtue  or  (kill, 
but  ought  not  to  exclude  others  from  the 
fame  pretentions. 

Every  man  that  advertifes  his  own  ex* 
ccllencc,  fhould  write  with  fome  confci- 
Gufnefs  of  a  chara61er  which  dares  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  publick.  He  flioiild 
remember  that  his  name  is  to  ftand  in  the 
fame  paper  with  thofc  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
and  endeavour  to  make  himielf  worthy 
of  fuch  affociation. 

Some  regard  is  likewife  to  be  paid  to 
pofteritjr.  Thci-e  are  men  of  diUgence 
and  curiofity  who  trcafure  up  the  papers 
of  the  day  merely  becaufe  others  negleft 
them,  and  in  time  they  will  be  fcarce. 
When  thefe  collcftions  fliall  be  read  in 
another  century,  how  will  numberlefs 
contradiflions  he  reconciled  >  and  how 
fhall  fame  be  pofTiblydiftributed  among 
the  taylors  and  boddice- makers  of  the 
prefent  age  ? 

Surely  thefe  things  dcferve  confidera- 
tion.  It  is  enough  forme  to  have  hinted 
my  dcfire  that  thefe  abufes  may  be  rec- 
tified;  but  fuch  is  the  ft  ate  of  nature, 
that  what  all  have  the  right  of  doing, 
many  will  attempt  without  fuf&cientcare 
or  due  qualifications. 


N^XLL    SATURDAY,  JANUARY    27. 


THE  following  letter  relates  to  an 
vS^SkioD  perhapt  not  neceffkry  to 
Ar  imparted  to  the  public;  hut  I  coo  Id 
ttotpafuMfe m/lelf  to  fupprefs  it,  be- 


caufe I  think  I  know  the  fentiments  to 
be  fmcere,  and  1  (ct\  iko  ^\&^^Vkac^  x» 
provide  for  thu  di.^  ixk^  ^^^M^t  «oMl\- 
tainmtnt. 


6o 
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At  tu  quifquu  n'iit  miferi  qui  crudapoetdt 
CreJuieris  fletu  funera  Mgtta  tuo^ 

Hue  foftrtma  Uhifitftendi  caufoy  fluatqm 
Lents  inoffeufo  <vitaque  morjqiu  gradu, 

MB.  IDLI  B, 

I^OtwirhllanJIng  the  warnings  ofphi- 
•'•^  lofophers,  and  the  daily  examples 
of  holies  and   misfortunes   which    life 

•  forces  upon  our  obfervation,  fuch  is  the 
abforption  of  our  thoughts  in  the  bu(r- 
nefs  of  the  prefrnt  day,  fuch  the  rcfigT»a- 
tion  of  our  realbn  to  empty  hopes  of  fu- 
ture felicity,  or  fuch  our  unwillingnefs  to 
forefee  what  we  dread,  that  every  cala- 
inity  comes  fuddenly  upon  us,  and  ntot 
oti\y  p^effes  us  as  a  burthen,  but  crufhes 
»  a  blow. 

There  are  evils  which  happen  out  of 
the  common  courfc  of  nature,  agalnft 
which  it  is  no  reproach  not  to  be  pro- 
Tided.  A  flirti  of  lightninvj  intercepts 
the  traveller  in  his  way.  The  concuf- 
fion  of  an  earthqu:ike  heaps  the  ruins  of 
cities  upon  their  inhabitants.  But  other 
mifei its  time  brings,  though  filently  yet 
viiibly,  forward  by  it's  even  lapfe,  which 
yet  approach  us  unfeen,  becaufe  we  turn 
our  eyes  away,  and  feizeus  unrefifted,  be- 
caufe we  could  not  arm  ourfelves  againft 
them,  but  by  fetting  them  before  us. 

That  it  is  vain  to  (brink  from  what 
cannot  be  avoided,  and  to  hide  that  from 
ourfelves  which  mull  fome  time  be 
found,  is  a  truth  which  we  all  know, 
but  which  all  neglect,  and  jwrhaps  none 
more  than  the  fpeculuive  reafoncr, 
wbofe  thoughts  are  :i!wavs  from  home, 
whofe  eye  wanders  over  life,  whofe  fancy 
dancer  after  mereorsof  happinefs  kindled 
br  itl<?lf,  and  who  «rxjmines  every  thing 
lather  than  his  own  ft  are. 

Nothing  it  more  evident  than  that  the 
decays  of  age  rawlt  terminate  in  death  j 
yet  there  is  no  man,  fays  Tully,  who 
Joes  not  believe  that  he  may  yet  live  an- 
other year;  and  there  is  none  who  does 
fiot,  upon  the  lame  principle,  hope  an* 
ot!ier  year  for  his  parent  or  his  friend : 
but  the  fallacy  will  be  in  time  detefled  5 
the  laft  year,  the  lall  day, mutt  come.  It 
baft  come,  and  is  pafh  The  life  which 
made  my  own  life  pleafanc  is  at  an  end, 
and  the  gates  of  death  are  (hut  upon  my 
pro(pe6li. 

The  Joi'f  of  9  friend  upon  whom  the 

Aatrt  w^.«  hxe(f,  to  whom  t-i'cry  wifh  and 

endravour  temltd,  i<  a  dare  of  dreary 

dc/aiation    in    wh  cli   the   mind  look* 


abroad  impatient  of  if  fcif,  and  fi 
thing  but  emptinefs  and  hoiror 
blamelel's  life,  the  artlcfs  tenderr 
pious  fimplicity,  the  modeft  refig 
the  (latient  ficknefs,  and  the  quit 
are  remembered  only  to  add  v 
the  lofs,  to  aggravate  regret  fc 
cannot  be  amended,  to  deepen 
for  what  cannot  be  recalled. 

Thefe  are  the,  calamities  by 
Providence  gradually  dilengages 
the  love  of  life.  Other  evi»s  f< 
nwy  repel,  or  hope*  may  mitiga 
irreparable  privation  leaves  not 
exeiciie  refolution  or  flatter  expci 
The  dt-ad  cannot  return,  and  ; 
is  lei't  us  here  but  langui(hm( 
grief. 

Yet  fuch  is  the  courfe  of  natu 
whoever  livts  long  muft  outli\ 
whom  he  loves  and  honours.  ! 
rhc  condition  of  our  picfent  e>i 
that  life  mult  one  time  lofe  it's 
tions,  and  evei7  inhabitant  of  tl 
mud  walk  downward  to  the 
alone  and  unregarded,  withoi 
partner  of  his  joy  pr  grief,  with( 
mtererted  witnefs  of  his  misfoitt 
luccefs. 

M.sfortune,  indeed,  he  may  y 
for  where  is  the  bottom  of  the  m 
man  ?  But  what  is  fuccefs  to  hi 
h:is  none  to  enjoy  it  ?  Happinefs 
((Hind  in  felf  contemplation;  it 
ceived  only  when  it  is  reflc^ei 
another. 

We  know  little  of  the  ftatc 
parted  fouls,  becaufe  fuch  knowl 
not  ncce(rary  to  a  good  life.  Rea 
icn&  us  at  the  brink  of  the  gra\ 
can  give  no  further  intelligence, 
lation  is  not  wholly  fdent.  Ttet 
in  the  angels  of  Hta*ven  over  vm 
that  repenteth'y  and  furely  this  jo] 
incommunicable  to  fouls  difeni 
fiom  the  body,  and  made  like  an 
Let  l^Iope  therefore  dictate,  wl 
vehtion  does  not  confute,  that  the 
of  louU  may  (till  remain;  anci  t 
who  are  Itiuggling  with  tin,  ( 
and  in(irmitie«,  may  have  our  pari 
attention  and  kindnefs  of  ibofe  wh 
fini(hed  their  coiufe,  and  are  n< 
ceiving  their  reward. 

Thele  ai-e  the  gieat  occafiont 
force  the  mind  to  take  Refuge  i 
gion :  wV\ei\  we  Vvirt  t\o  VtX^ u\  «\3k\ 
what  emu  remMt^  Wx  \\vax  >n«  \ck> 
a  higher  and  1  %\t9k\w  ^o>wt\> 
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may  we  not  nife  our  eyes 
when  we  conlVder  that  the 
wer  is  the  Bert? 
,cre  IS  no  man  tvho,  thus  af- 
,  not  feck  fuccour  in  the  Gof- 
has  bro«ght  life  and  immor- 
4.  The  precepts  of  Epicu- 
3ches  us  to  endure  whit  the 
e  univeric  make  nectfliry, 
,  hut  not  content  us.  The 
Zeno,  who  commands  us  to 
indifference  on  cxttinal 
y  difpole  us  to  conceal  our 


furrow,  but  cnnrof  iffuage  it.  Real  al* 
levi.irion  of  rhr  lois  of  hiemls,  and  ra- 
tional tranquillity  in  the  pro(pe6l  of  our 
own  diflblution,  can  be  received  onlf 
from  the  promifes  of  Him  in  whole  haadi 
are  life  and  ileath,  and  hom  theaflurance 
of  another  and  better  (late,  in  which  aU 
tear*  wiH  be  wiped  from  the  eyes,  ani 
the  whole  foul  (hall  be  filled  with  joy, 
Philr>(i)i»hy  mav  infufe  (lubborniiefrv 
but  Religi^^n  only  can  give  patience. 
I  am«  &c« 


XLII.    SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  3. 


ubjcf^  of  the  following  letter 
t  wholly  unmentioned  by  the 

The  Spectator  has  alfo  a  ler- 
ing  a  cafe  not  much  different, 
correfpondent's  pei-formancc 
I  effiTt  of  genius,  than  effii- 

paiTions;  and  that  (he  hath 
npted  to  paint  fome  pofTible 
m  really  feels  the  evils  which 
:ribed. 

ro   THE    IDLER. 

E  is  a  caufeof  mifcry,  which » 
I  certainly  known  both  to  you 
predecefTors,  has  been  little 
:e  of  in  your  papers ;  I  mean 
:hat  the  bad  behaviour  of  pa- 
ds over  the  paths  of  life  which 
rcn  arc  to  tread  after  them 5 
nake  no  doubt  but  the  Mler 
bield  for  virtue,  as  well  as  the 
»lly,  that  he  will  employ  his 
rs  as  much  to  his  own  fatis- 
warning  his  readers  agiinft  a 
•  in  laughing  them  out  of  a 
>r  this  reafon  I  am  tempted  to 
mce  for  my  ftory  in  your  pa- 
1  it  has  nothing  to  rccommen.i 
itb,  and  the  honed  wi(h  of 
:hers  to  fliun  the  track  which 
d  may  lead  me  at  laft  to  ruin, 
e  child  of  a  father,  who,  hav- 
i  lived  in  one  fpot  in  the  cotm- 
he  was  born,  and  having  had 
education  him fdf,  thought  no 
!>ns  in  the  world  deiirable  but 
I  up  to  fortune,  and  no  learn  • 
ry  to  hsppinefs  but  fucb  as 
fffe^uuhy  ttrach  me  to  make 
letofmy/cJK  I  w2s  iwfor^ 


tunately  born  a  beauty,  to  a  full  fenfe 
of  which  my  father  took  care  to  flatter 
me;  andiiaving,  when  very  young,  put 
me  to  a  fchool  in  the  country,  afterwards 
tranfplanted  me  to  another  in  town,  at 
the  inrtigation  of  his  friends,  where  his 
ill-judged  fondnefs  let  me  remain  no 
longer  than  to  leani  juft  enough  evpe- 
rtence  to  convince  me  of  the  fordidneft 
of  his  views,  to  give  me  an  idea  of  per- 
fections which  my  prefent  fituation  will 
never  fuffer  me  to  reach,  and  to  teach 
me  fufficient  morals  to  dare  to  defpiffs 
what  is  bad,  though  it  be  in  a  father. 

Thus  equipped  (as  he  thought  com- 
pletely) for  life,  I  was  carried  bacic  into 
the  country,  and  lived  with  him  and  my 
mother  in  a  final  1  village,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  county-town;  where  I 
mixed,  at  firtl  with  relu6tance,  among 
company  which,  though  I  never  de- 
fpifed,  I  could  not  approve,  as  they  were 
brought  up  with  other  inclinations,  and 
narrower  views  than  my  own.  My  fa- 
ther took  great  pains  to  (hew  me  every 
where,  both  at  his  own  houfe,  and  at 
fuch  public  diverfions  as  the  country  af- 
forded :  he  frequently  told  the  people  all 
he  had  was  for  his  daughter;  took  care 
to  repeat  the  civilities  I  had  received 
from  all  his  friends  in  London;  told 
how  much  I  was  admired,  and  all  his 
little  ambition  could  fuggeft  to  (et  me  ia 
a  ilronger  light. 

Thus  have  I  continued  tricked  out 
for  fale,  as  I  may  call  it,  and  doomed, 
by  parental  auihont^,  to  %.  ^a*e  \\v\e 
better  than  that  of  pro^ldtuuoiv.    \  VmAil 
on  myfi^f  as  growing  cVvcas^  «i^r| 
hour,  and  am  loimgaW  \.V»iViotit^  «tA«% 
that  modea  cooEdeocct  '^«^  '^Vx^  ^ 
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virgin  dignify*  confifts.  Nor  dees  my 
fl^tisfortune  ftop  here:  though  many 
woiild  be  too  generous  to  impute  the 
$;>lliet  of  a  father  to  a  child  whofe  heart 
has  fet  her  above  them;  yet  I  am  afraid 
the  moft  charitable  of  them  will  hardly 
d)ink  it  poflible  for  me  to  be  a  daily 

2e6btrefs  of  his  vices  without  tacitly 
lowing  them,  and  at  lall  con(entin^  to 
khemy  as  the  eye  of  the  frighted  infant 
i$f  by  dezrees»  reconciled  to  the  dark- 
nefs  of  which  at  firft  it  was  afraid.  It 
is  a  common  opinion,  he  himfelfmuft 
very  well  know,  that  vices,  like  difeafes, 
ire  often  hereditary;  and  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  one  is  to  mfe&.  the  man- 
ners, at  the  other  poifons  the  fprings  of 
life. 

Yet  this,  though  bad,  is  not  the 
worft:  my  father  deceives  himfelf  the 
hopes  of  the  very  child  he  has  brought 
into  the  world;  he  fuffers  his  houfe  to 
be  thf  feat  of  drunkennefs,  riot,  and  ir- 
religion:  who  feduces,  almoft  in  mv 
fight,  the  menial  fcrvant,  converfes  with 
the  proftitute,  and  corrupts  the  wife! 
Thus  I,  who  from  my  earliell  dawn  of 
rea(bi^  was  taught  to  think  that  at  my 
approach  every  eye  fparkled  with  plea- 
sure, or  was  dejected  as  confcious  of  fu* 
perior  charms,  am  excluded  from  fo- 
ciety^  through  fear  left  I  (hould  partake, 
if  not  of  my  father's  crimes,  at  Icaft  of 
his  reproach.  Is  a  parent,  who  is  fo 
little  (o!icitous  for  the  welfare  of  a  child, 
better  than  a  pirate  who  turns  a  wretch 
adrift  in  a  boat  at  fca  without  a  ftar  to 
ftecr  by,  or  an  anchor  ti»  hold  it  faft? 
Am  I  not  to  Uy  all  my  mifcries  at  thofe 
doors  which  ought  to  have  opened  only 
for  my  protcflion?  And  if  doomed  to 
add  at  laft  one  more  to  the  number  of 
thofe  wretches  whom  neither  the  world 
nor  it's  law  befriends,  may  I  not  juftly 


fay  that  I  have  been  swed  by 
into  ruin?  But  though  a  parent 
is  fcreened  from  infult  and  viol 
the  very  words  of  Heaven,  yet  ( 
laws,  divine  or  human,  forbi< 
remove  myielf  from  the  maligna 
of  a  plant  that  poi(bns  all  ar 
biafts  the  bloom  of  youth,  cb< 
improvements,  and  makes  all  it 
rets  fade.  But  to  whom  can  the 
ed,  can  the  dependant  fly?  For  i 
a  father's  houfe,  is  to  be  a  h( 
have  only  oue  comforter  aip 
anxieties,  a  pious  relation,  who 
appeal  to  Heaven  for  a  witnefs  tc 
intentions,  fly  as  a  deferted  w 
it's  proteftion;  and,  being  aflc 
my  Father  is,  point,  like  the  and 
lofopher,  with  my  flngei*  to  t 
vens. 

The  hope  in  which  I  write 
that  you  will  give  it  a  place  in  ] 
per;  and  as  your  eflays  fometii 
their  way  into  the  country,  that 
ther  may  read  my  ftory  there; 
not  for  his  own  fake,  yet  for  mil 
to  perpetuate  ihat  worft  of  caUm 
me,  the  lofs  of  character,  from  vi 
his  diflimulation  has  not  been 
Tefcue  himfelf.  Tell  the  worl 
that  it  is  poflible  for  Virtue  to  li 
throne  unftiaken  without  any  othe 
than  itfelf;  that  it  is  poflible  to  n 
that  purity  of  thought  fo  nece 
the  completion  of  human  excellei 
in  the  midft  of  temptations;  wli 
have  no  friend  within,  nor  are 
by  the  voluntary  indulgence  of 
thoughts. 

If  the  infertion  of  a  ftory  li 

does  not  bi^ak  in  on  the  plan  < 

paper,  you  have  it  in  your  power 

better  friend  than  her  father  to 

P£l 
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THK  natural  a;l  vantages  which  arlfe 
from  the  poiition  of  the  earth 
which  we  inhabit  with  refpeA  to  the 
•ther  planet?,  affoi-d  much  employment 
to  mathematical  f'peculation,  by  which 
it  has  been  difcovercd,  that  no  other  con- 
,  formation  of  iIjc  fyf^em  could  have  given 
/lich  commod'niis  JifhibutioDS  of  light 
M/iJ  hear,  or  imparted  fcrtWny  and  plea- 
iure  to  fo  great  a  pstrt  of  a  revolving 


It  may  perhaps  be  obfenred 
moralift,  with  equal  reafbn,  t| 
glohe  feems  particularlv  fitted  : 
refidence  of  a  being,  placed  hei 
for  a  fhort  time,  whofe  talk  is 
v^nce  himfelf  to  a  higher  and  1 
ftate  of  e^iftence,  bv  unremitte< 
lance  of  cauuon,  aiA  iit&vN'w:^  oC 

Tbc  dut\t%  T«<\vattA  o^  ^xtv  i 
as  human  tvsixuve  dot%TwAW^\»: 
fotiD,  l«d  C^f;\k  aa^ii^a»\ 
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yet  Intend  ftme  time  to  fulfil 
was  therefore  neceflary  that 
-fal  reluctance  (hould  be  Coun- 
nd  the  drowfinefs  of  hefitatidn 
nto  refolve^  that  the  danger  of 
itton  (hould  be  always  in  view, 
illacies  of  fecurity  be  hourly 

end  all  the  appearances  of  na* 
rmly  confpire.  Whatever  we 
-y  fide,  reminds  us  of  the  lapfe 
d  the  flux  of  life.  The  day 
fucceed  each  other,  the  rota- 
ifons  diverfifies  the  year,  the 
attains  the  meridian,  declines 
and  the  moon  every  night 
\  form. 

y  has  been  confidered  as  an 
he  year,  and  the  year  as  the 
tion  of  life.  The  morning 
•  the  fpring,  and  the  fpring  to 
and  youth;  the  noon  corre- 
ihe  fummer,  and  the  fummer 
igth  of  manhood.  The  evcn- 
:mblem  of  autumn,  and  au- 
eclining  life.  The  night  with 
and  daiknefs  (hews  the  win- 
ch all  the  powers  of  vegetation 
ibed;  and  the  winter  points 
ntr  when  life  fhall  ceafe,  with 
and  pleafures. 

is  carried  forward,  however 
y  a  motion  equable  and  eafy, 
lot  the  change  of  place  but  by 
Dn  of  objefts.  If  the  wheel  of 
h  rolls  thus  filently  along, 
hrough  undiftinguifhable  uni- 
ve  (hould  never  mark  it's  ap- 
0  the  end  of  the  couile.  If 
vere  like  another;  if  the  paf- 
le  fun  did  not  (hew  that  the 
tling;  if  the  change  of  fea- 
ot  imprefs  upon  us  the  flight 
r;  quantities  of  duration  equal 
fid  years  would  glide  uncb- 
f  the  parts  of  time  were  not 
oloured,  we  (liould  never  difr 
departure  or  Ibcceilion,  but 
:  though tlefs  of  the  pa(t,  and 
the  future,  without  will,  and 
ithout  power  to  compute  the 
life,  or  to  compare  the  time 
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which  is  already  loft  with  that  whicia 
may  probably  remain. 

But  the  courfe  of  time  is  fo  vifiblf 
marked,  that  it  is  obferved  even  by  the 
birds  of  pafljge,  and  by  nations  who 
have  raifed  their  minds  trery  little  above 
animal  inftinCt:  there  are  human  beings^ 
who(e  language  does  not  fupply  them 
with  words  by  which  they  can  numbtf 
Ave,  but  I  have  read  of  none  that  have 
not  names  for  day  and  night,  for  funi* 
mer  and  winter. 

Yet  it  is  certain  that  thefe  admoni* 
tions  of  nature,  however  forcible,  how« 
ever  importunate,  are  too  often  vain| 
and  that  many  who  mark  with  fuch  ac* 
curacy  the  courfe  of  time,  appear  to 
have  little  fenfibility  of  the  decline  of 
life.  Every  man  has  fomething  to  do 
which  he  neglc£ls ;  every  man  has  fauka 
to  conquer  which  he  delays  to  combat. 

So  little  do  we  accuflom  ourfelves  to 
confider  the  efle^s  of  time,  that  thinga 
neceffary  and  certain  often  furprize  U8 
like  unexpe^ed  contingencies.  We 
leave  the  beauty  in  her  bloom»  and^ 
after  an  abfence  of  twenty  years,  won* 
der,  at  our  return,  to  find  her  faded. 
We  meet  thofe  whom  we  left  children* 
and  can  fcarcely  perfuade  ourfelves  to 
treat  them  as  men.  The  traveller  vifits 
in  age  thde  countries  through  which  be 
rambled  in-  his  youth,  and  hopes  for 
merriment  at  the  old  place.  The  man 
of  buflnefs,  wearied  with  unfatis factory 
profperity,  retires  to  the  town  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  expe6ls  to  play  away  the  lall 
years  with  the  companions  of  his  child- 
hood, and  recover  youth  in  the  fleldf 
where  he  once  was  young. 

From  this  inattention,  fo  general  and 
fo  mifchievous,  let  it  be  every  man*e 
fludy  to  exempt  himfelf.  Let  him  that 
defires  to  fee  others  happy,  make  hafte 
to  give  while  his  gift  can  be  enjoyed, 
and  remember  that  every  moment  of  de- 
lay takes  away  fomething  from  the  value 
of  his  benefaction.  And  let  him  who 
purpofes  his  own  happinefs,  refleA,  that 
while  he  forms  his  purpofe  the  day  rolls 
on,  and  ibe  nigbt  cometb  nubtn  no  ; 
tan  *work. 
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OR  Y  h,  among  the  facuU 
of  (be  human  mind,  that  of 
kc  the  iUQik  frcqacnt  uie. 


or  rather  that  of  ^VicYi  xV>e  ^«i\r|\a 
inceiTant  or  perpctua\4  Memorf  v^  ]^ 
prtmary  and  fniidMiitiktii  i^'^tfV^  "wisi 
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out  which  there  could  be  no  other  in  • 
tdleftual  opei-ation.  Judgment  and  ra- 
tiocination fuupofe  lomethinsr  already 
kpown»  and  draw  their  decinons  only 
from  experience.  Imagination  Cc\tR% 
ideas  from  die  treafures  of  remem- 
brancet  and  produces  novelty  only  by 
Taried  combinations.  We  do  not  even 
form  conjeflures  of  diftant,  or  anticipa- 
tions of  niture  events,  but  by  conclad- 
iHgwhat  is  poflible  from  what  is  pa(K 

The  two  offices  of  Memory  arc  col- 
le6kion  and  diltiibution;  bv  one  images 
are  accumulated,  and  by  the  other  pro* 
duced  for  ufe.  CoUeiElion  is  always  tlte 
employment  of  our  firft  years,  and  di- 
(kibution  commonly  that  of  our  ad- 
vanced  age. 

.  To  collefl  and  repoiite  the  various 
forms  of  tilings,  is  far  the  moil  pWaf- 
>Qg  paut  of  mental  occupation.  We  are 
nat\^aUy  delighted  with  novelty,  and 
there  is  a  time  when  all  that  we  lee  is 
xvew.  When  Aril  wc  enter  into  the 
world,  whitherlbever  we  turn  our  eyes, 
they  meet  Knowledge  with  Pleafure  at 
her  fide;  every  divcrfity  of  nature  pours 
ideas  in  upon  the  foul;  ncit*ter  learch 
nor  labour  aie  neccifary}  wc  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  than  to  ojx-n  our  eyts, 
and  curiolity  is  gratified. 

Much  of  thcplcafure  which  the  firft 
fun-ey  of  the  world  affords,  is  cxhauf^ed 
before  we  are  conicious  of  our  own  feli- 
city,  or  able  to  compare  our  condition 
with  fome  other  poilible  (bte.  We  have 
therefore  few  traces  of  the  joy  of  our 
carlieft  difcoveries;  yet  we  all  rcmenibtr 
a  time  when  nature  had  fo  many  un- 
tafteU  gratifications,  that  every  excuriion 
gave  delight  which  can  now  be  found 
no  longer,  when  the  noife  of  a  tonent, 
the  runle  of  a  wood,  the  fong  of  birds, 
or  the  play  of  lambs,  had  power  to  fill 
the  attention,  and  fufpend  all  perception 
of  the  courfe  of  time. 

But  thefc  eafy  plealurrs  are  foon  at  an 
end;  we  have  ieen  in  a  very  little  time  fo 
inuch,  that  we  call  out  for  new  objefls 
of  «btiurvation,  anil  endeavour  to  find 
variety  in  books  and  life.  But  fludy  is 
laborious,  and  not  al^rays  fntisfa61ory$ 
and  converiation  has  it^s  pains  as  well 
at  pleafurcs;  we  are  willing  to  Jearn, 
but  not  willing  to  be  taught;  we  are 
pained  by  ignorance,  but  pained  yet 
more  by  another's  knowledge. 

firom  the  vexation  of  pu|nllage  nsen 
taauaoal/  let  t^cmfclva   hu  about 


the  middle  of  life,  by  fhuttm 
avenues  of  intelligence,  and  rei 
reft  in  their  prefent  ftatej  ai 
whofeardour  of  enquiry  contihi 
er,  find  themfelves  infenfibly 
by  their  inftruflors.  As  ever)' 
vances  in  life,  the  proportion 
thole  that  are  younger,  and 
older  than  himfelf,  is  continuftll 
ing;  and  he  that  has  lived  hal 
tury,  finds  few  that  do  not  req* 
him  that  information  which  he 
pefted  from  thofe  that  went  b€ 

Then  it  is  that  the  magazim 
mory  ai-c  opiened,  and  the  (tor 
cumulated  knowledge  arc  dil'p 
vanity  or  benevolence,  or  in  ho 
mefce  of  mutual  intercil.  £ 
wants  others,  and  is  therefore  g 
he  is  wanted  by  them.  An 
men  will  endure  the  labour  c 
meditation  without  necefTity,  h 
learned  enough  for  his  profit  c 
notfr,  feldomi  endeavours  afte 
acquifitions. 

The  pleafure  of  recolle£linj 
tive  notions  would  not  be  n 
than  that  of  gaining  them,  if  tl 
be  kept  pure  and  unmirlgled 
pafTiges  of  life;  but  fuch  is  t 
fary  concatenation  of  our  thoui 
good  and  evil  are  linked  toge 
no  pleafure  recurs  but  affoci 
pain.  Eveiy  revived  idea  rei 
of  a  time  when  fomething  wa 
that  is  now  lofl,  when  fome 
not  yet  blalled,  when  Ibme  pu 
yet  not  languiflied  into  fluggi 
mdiffercnce. 

Whether  it  be  that  life  has  m 
tions  than  comforts,  or,  whai 
event  juft  the  fame,  that  ev 
dee{)er  impreflion  than  good,  i 
tain  that  few  can  review  the 
without  heavinefs  of  heart.  H 
hers  many  calamities  incurred 
many  opuoi  tunities  loft  by  ne 
The  fhaqes  of  the  dead  rife  \ 
him;  and  he  laments  the  comp 
his  youth,  the  partners  of  hi 
ments,  the  afTiflants  of  bis 
whom  the  hand  of  death  has 
away. 

When  an  offer  was  made 
miftocles  of  teaching  him  the  ar 
mory^  he  anfwcred,  that  he  % 
ther  with  for  the  art  of  Forg* 
He  felt  his  imagination  hai 
phantoms  oC  milci^  niVucVi  Vvt 
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)prerf »  and  wquM  gladly  have 

I  thbufjhtt  witfi  (bme  9tiviotn 

In  tfitt  we  all  rcfemble  one 

the  hero  and  the  &ge  are»  like 


H 


Tulgar  mortals,  oyerliurthened  by  tht 
weipit  of  lifei  all  fhrink  from  r^ollec- 
tion,  and  all  wilh  for  An  art  of  forgac- 
fulneft* 
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RE  it  in  manv  minds  a  kind 
'anity  exerted  rothedifadvan- 
emfelvesj  a  deQreto  be  praifed 
or  acntenefsy  difcovereid  only 
rradation  of  their  fpecies,  or 
their  country. 

ition  is  fumciently  copious* 
al  lampooner  of  mankind  may 
exercife  for  his  zeal  or  wit  in 
s  of  nature,  the  vexations  of 
olHes  of  opinion,  and  the  cor- 
of  praflice.  But  fi^iun  is 
n  difcemmcnt;  and  moft  of 
;rs  fpare  thcmfelves  the  labour 
',  and  exhauft  their  virulence 
binary  dimes,  which,  as  they 
fed,  can  never  be  amended, 
le  painters  find  no  encourage* 
ng  the  Englifh  for  many  other 
n  portraits,  has  been  imputed 
al  felfiflinefs.  •  'Tis  vain,' 
fatyrid,  *  to  fet  before  any 
nan  the  fcenes  of  landicape, 
erocs  of  hiltory;  nature  and 
Y  are  nothing  in  his  eye;  he 
alue  but  for  himfelf,  nor  de- 
copy  but  of  his  own  form/ 
:r  is  delighted  with  his  own 
uft  derive  his  pleafure  from 
e  of  another.  Every  man  is 
efent  to  himfelf,  and  has, 
little  need  of  his  own  refem- 
>r  can  defire  it,  but  for  the 
lofe  whom  he  loves,  and  by 
hopes  to  be  remembered* 
if  the  art  is  a  natural  and  rea* 
inle<iuence  of  affection  ^  and 
ke  other  human  af^ions,  it  is 
jlicated  with  pride,  yet  even 
is  more  laudable,  than  that 
palaces  are  covered  with  pic- 
j  however  excellent,  neither 
owner's  virtue  nor  excite  it. 
is  cliitfly  exerted  in  hillorical 
uid  the  art  of  the  painter  of 
(  often  loft  in  the  ohlcurity  of 
.  But  it  is  in  pointing  as  in 
is  greateft  i^  not  always  belK 
rieve  to  fee  Reynolds  transfer 
and  to  jgoddefi'es,  to  empty 
ad  to  sury  dHwu,  that  art 


which  it  now  employed  in  diffufiiif 
TriendAiip,  in  reviving  tendemtfs,  m 
quickening  the  afFeflions  of  the  ibftt^tf 
and  continuing  the  prcfence  of  the  de^. 

Yet  in  a  nation  giTat  and  opulent 
there  is  room,  and  ought  to  be  pt* 
tronage,  for  an  art  like  that  of  painting 
through  all  it^s  diverfities;  and  it  is  to 
be  wiOied,  that  the  reward  now  offered 
for  an  hillorical  pi^ure  may  excite  an 
honefl  emulation,  and  give  b^lnning  tO 
an  Engliih  fchool. 

It  is  not  very  eafy  to  find  an  aftbn 
or  event  that  can  be  efficacioufly  repre* 
fented  by  a  painter. 

He  muft  nave  an  aAion  not  fucccfHva 
but  inflantaneous}  for  the  time  of  a  pic* 
ture  is  a  (ingle  moment.  For  this  rer* 
fon,  the  death  of  Hercules  cannot  well 
be  painted,  though  at  the  firSi  view  it 
flatters  the  imagination  with  very  glit- 
tering  id^:  the  gloomy  mountain, 
over-hanging  the  fea,  and  covered  with 
trees,  fome  bending  to  the  wind,  and 
{omt  torn  from  their  roots  by  theragii^ 
heroj  the.^vioience  with  which  be  rendia 
from  his  fhoulders  the  envenomed  gar* 
ment;  the  propriety  with  which  his  mnf* 
cular  nakcdnei^  may  be  difplayedj  the 
death  of  Lycas  whirled  from  the  pro- 
montory; the  gigantic  pielence  of  Phi. 
lodletes;  the  blazeof  the  fatal  pile,  which 
the  deities  behold  with  grief  and  terror 
from  the  (ky. 

AH  thefe  images  fill  the  mind,  but 
will  not  compofe  a  pi^hire,  becaufc  they 
cannot  be  united  m  a  iingle  moment* 
Hercules  muft  have  rent  his  flefh  at  one 
time,  and  loiTed  Lycas  into  the  air  at 
another;  he  muft  mft  tear  up  the  trees, 
and  then  lie  down  upon  the  pile. 

The  a£lion  muft  be  circumfhntial 
and  diftin^k  There  isapalfagc  in  the 
Iliad  which  cannot  be  read  without 
ftrong  emotions.  A  Trojan  prince, 
ibized  by  Achilles  in  the  battle,  falls  at 
his  feet,  and  in  moving  terms  fupplir 
cites  for  life.  *  {low  can  a  wretch  like 
'  thee,'  fays  the  haughty  Greeks  '  en* 
'  treat  to  live,  wVicn  lYlou  VTiQrK(:tt\\i<sit 
<  ikt  time  muft  com%N<iVMU  K.c\kj^«iSft 
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'  to  die?*  This  etnnDt  be  painted,  be- 
faufe  no  peculiarity  of  attitude  or  difpo- 
ition  can  fo  fupply  the  place  of  languoj^e 
|U  to  imprefs  the  lentiment. 

The  event  painted  muft  be  fuch  at  ex- 
fites  paflion,  and  different  pafliont  in 
the  feveral  a^ors,  or  a  tumult  of  con- 
tending paflions  in  the  chief. 

Perhaps  the  difcoverv  of  Ulyiles  by 
his  nurfe  i$  of  this  kincl.  The  ruq>rize 
of  the  nurfe  mingled  with  joy;  that  of 
Ulyffes  checked  by  prudence,  and  cloud- 
psd  by  folicitude;  and  the  diftinflneft  of 
the  a£lion  by  which  the  fear  is  found; 
all  concur  to  complete  the  fubjefl.  But 
the  piAufes,  havmg  only  two  figures, 
will  want  variety. 

A  much  nobler  alTemblage  may  be 
furniihed  by  the  death  of  Epaniipondas. 
The  mixture  of  gladnefs  and  grief  in 
the  face  of  the  meffengcr  who  hrmgs  his 
dying  general  an  account  of  the  viaory ; 
the  various  paffions  of  the  attendants; 
the  fubltmity  of  compofure  in  the  hero, 
^hile  the  dart  is  by  nis  own  command 
drawn  from  his  (ide,  and  the  faint  eleam 
ipf  fatisfa^lion  that  diffufes  itfelf  over 


the  languor  of  death;  are  worthy  of  tha^t 
pencil  which  yet  I  do  not  wifti  to  fee  ta^r 
ployed  upon  them. 

If  the  defign  were  not  too  muldfari- 
o«s  and  extenfive,  I  fliould  wifh  that 
our  painters  would  attempt  the  diflblu* 
tion  of  the  parliament  by  Cromwell* 
The  point  of  time  may  be  chofen  when 
i^romwell,  looking  round  the  Pandc* 
roonium  with  contempt,  ordered  thebau« 
ble  to  be  taken  away;  and  Harrifon  laid 
hands  on  th^  fpeaker  to  drag  him  from 
the  chair. 

The  various  appearances,  which  rage^ 
and  terror,  and  auonifhment,  and  guflty 
might  exhibit  in  the  faces  of  that  hate- 
ful affembly,  of  whom  the  principal  per- 
Tons  may  be  faithfully  drawn  from  por- 
traits or  prints;  the  irrefolute repugnance 
offome,  the  hypocritical  rubmiflions  ojf 
others,  the  ferocious  inlblence  of  Croin-* 
well,  the  rugged  brutality  of  Harrifon^ 
and  the  general  trepidation  of  fear  and 
w'ckedneis,  would,  if  fome  proper  difr 
pofition  could  be  contrived,  make  ^ 
pi£>ure  of  unexampled  variety,  and  ir« 
fcfiftible  in(lru<^ion^ 
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IAm  incouraged,  by  the  notice  you 
h:ive  taken  of  Betty  Broom,  to  re- 
prcfent  the  miferies  which  I  Aiffcr  from 
a  fpecies  cf  tyranny  which,  I  believe, 
is  not  very  uncommon,  though  perhaps 
it  may  have  elcapcd  the  obfcrvation  of 
thofe  whoconverl'e  little  with  fine  Ud  es, 
or  lee  them  only  in  their  publick  cha- 
rafters. 

To  this  method  of  venting  my  vex- 
ation I  am  the  more  inclined,  becaufe 
if  I  do  not  complain  to  ycu,  1  mutl 
burft  in  filence;  for  my  miftrels  has 
teazed  me  and  teaztd  me  till  I  can  hold 
no  longer,  and  yet  I  muft  not  tell  her 
of  her  tricks.  The  girls  that  live  in 
conimon  ferviccs  pan  quanel,  and  give 
Mi'arning,  and  find  orher  place?;  but  we 
that  live  with  great  hdits,  if  we  once 
©{find  them,  have  nothing  left  but  to 
return  into  the  country. 

I   am  watting  maiil'to  a  lady  who 

keeps  the  bed  company,  ajii  is  (een  at 

every  place  of  fafhionable  refort.     I  am 

envied  by  all  the  miids  in  the  fquare, 

/or  few  countefCes  leave  off  Co   many 

cJoithf  as  my  miAreft,  and    nobody 


ihares  with  me ;  fo  that  I  fupply  two  fa, 
milics  in  the  country  with  finery  for  th^ 
aflizes  and  horfe-raccf,  ht-fides  what  I 
wear  myfelf.  The  ftcward  and  houfe- 
keeper  have  joined  againft  me  to  procure 
my  removal,  that  fhcy  may  advance  a 
relation  of  their  ownj  but  their  deiignt 
are  found  out  by  my  lady,  who  fays  J 
need  not  fear  them,  for  (he  will  never 
have  Dowdies  about  her. 

You  wonKI  think,  Mr.  Idler,  lik^ 
others,  that  1  am  very  happy,  and  may 
WfU  be  contented  with  my  lot.  But  I 
will  tell  you.  My  lady  has  an  odd  hu- 
mour. She  never  orders  any  thing  in 
direft  words,  for  fhc  loves  a  (harp  girl 
than  can  take  a  hint. 

I  would  not  have  you  fuf^)c6l  that  fh^ 
has  any  thing  to  hint  which  (he  is  afham- 
ed  to  fpeak  at  length,  f.^r  none  can  have 
greater  purity  of  fentimcnt,  or  retlitude 
of  intention.  She  has  nothing  to  hide, 
yet  nothing  will  fhe  tejl.  She  always 
gives  her  direflions  obliquely  and  allu. 
fively,  by  the  mention  of  Ibmething  re- 
lative or  conlequential,  without  any 
other  puv^feiUaiv  lotxttclfe  mv  aciite- 
iieU?Lnd\xetQi<nii» 


\\ 
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<f 

Tt  IS  impoffibte  to  give  m  notion  of 
this  ftyle  otherwife  than  by  examples. 
One  night,  when  ihe  hod  ict  writing 
ieeten  till  it  was  time  ta  ^  dreflfed— 
f  Molly,*  faid  flie,  « the  kdics  are  all 
'  to  be  at  court  to-oight  in  white 
'  aproot.'  When  (he  means  that  I  fliould 
iend  to  order  the  chair,  flie  fays—*  I 

*  think  the  ftreets  are  clean,  I  may  ven- 
'  tore  to  walk.*  When  (lie  would  have 
ibmething  put  into  Ws  place,  (he  bids 
jatJkf  it  Qm  thifiMr,  If  (he  would  have 
me  IhuiF  the  candles,  (he  a(ks  whether 
I tVmk  bir  eyes  eweiHea  cafs  ?  If  (he 
thinks  her  chocolate  delayed,  (he  talks 
of  the  benefit  rf  abJHnence,  If  any 
needle -work  is  forgotten,  (he  fuppofes 
that  I  ba^ve  beard  rf  the  lady  who  t&ed 
bj  pricking  her  finger. 

She  always  imagines  that  I  can  recall 
erery  thing  paft  from  a  Gngle  word.  If 
ihe  wanu  her  head  from  the  milliner, 
(he only  fays—'  Molly,  you  know  Mrs. 

*  Tape/  If  (he  would  have  the  man- 
tna-maker  fent  for,  (he  remarks  that 
Mr.  Taffaijft  the  mercer ^  twas  here  loft 
nveek.  She  ordered,  a  fortnight  ago, 
that  the  firft  time  (he  was  abroad  all  day 

1  (hould  chufe  her  a  new  fet  of  coffee* 
cups  at  the  china-(hop:  of  this  (he  re« 
minded  me  ycfterday,  as  (he  was  going 
down   (lairs,  by  laying—'  You  can^t 

*  find  your  way  now  to  Pall-Mall/ 
All  this  woui4  twver  vex  me,  if,  by 

tncrcafing  my  trouble,  (he  fpared  her 
(Bwn;  but,  dear  Mr.  Idler,  is  it  not  as 
off  to  {^y  caffee-cupj  2s  Pall- Mall,  ^nd 
to  tdl  me  in  plain  words  what  I  am  to 
do,  and  when  it  is  to  be  done,  as  to  tor- 
ment her  own  head  with  the  labour  of 
finding  hints,  and  mine  with  that  of  un- 
derftanding  them? 

When  nrli  I  came  to  this  lady,  I  had 
nothing  like  the  learning  that  I  have 
DOW}  for  (he  has  many  books,  and  I 
have  much  time  to  reaa;  fo  that  of  late 

2  (eldom  have  mitkd  her  meaning;  but 
when  (he  firft  took  me,  I  was  an  igno- 
rant girl  |  and  (he,  who,  as  is  very  com- 
mon, confounded  want  of  knowledge 
with  want  of  underftanding,  began  once 
to  defpair  of  bringing  me  to  any  thing, 
|iecau(e,  whett  I  came  into  her  chamUr 


tt  the  call  of  her  bell,  (he  a(ked  me, 
Whether 'we  lived  in  Zefnhlfl,  and  I  did 
not  guoTs^he  meaning  of  her  enquiry  | 
but  modeftly  anfwcred,  that  I  could  mi 
tell.  She  had  happened  to  ring  once 
when  I  did  not  hear  tier,  and  meant  to 
put  me  in  mind  of  that  country,  where 
founds  are  faid  to  be  congealed  by  tlie 
froft. 

Another  time,  as  I  was  drefling  her 
head,  (he  began  to  talk  on  i^  fudden  of 
Medufa,  and  Snakes,  and  men  turned 
intofione,  and  maids  that,  iftheynverf 
not  watched,  would  let  their  miftreffes  be 
Gorgons,  I  looked  lound  me  half  fright* 
ened,  and  quite  bewildered;  till  atlaft^ 
finding  that  her  literature  was  throwq 
away  upon  me,  (he  bid  me,  with  great 
vehemence,  reach  the  curling-  irons. 

It  is  not  without  fome  indignatioOf 
Mr.  Idler,  that  I  difcover,  in  thefe ar- 
tifices of  vexation,  fomething  worfe  than 
foppery  or  caorice;  a  mean  delight  in 
fuperiority,  which  knows  itfelf  in  no 
danger  of  reproof  or  oppoHtion;  a  cruet 
pleafure  in  feeing  the  perplexity  of  a 
mind  obliged  to  find  what  is  tiudioufly 
concealed,  and  a  mean  indulgence  of 
petty  malevolence,  in  the  (harp  cenfure 
of  involuntary,  and  very  often  of  ine- 
vitable, failings.  When,  beyond  her 
expectation,  I  hit  upon  her  meaning,  I 
can  perceive  a  fudden  cloud  of  di (ap- 
pointment fpread  over  her  face,  ard 
have  fometimes  been  afraid  left  I  (hould 
lofe  her  favour  by  underftanding  her 
when  (he  means  to  puzzle  me. 

This  day,  however,  (he  has  conquer- 
ed my  fagacity.  When  (he  went  out  of 
her  dre(ling-room,  (he  faid  nothing, 
but,  Molly,  you  knonv,  and  haftcned  to 
her  chariot.  What  I  am  to  know  is  yet 
a  fecret ;  but  if  I  do  not  know,  berore 
(he  comes  back,  what  I  yet  have  no 
means  of  difcovering,  (he  will  make  my 
dullnefs  a  pretence  for  a  fortnight's  ill 
humour,  treat  me  as  a  creature  devoid  of 
the  faculties  nece(rary  to  the  common 
duties  of  life,  and  perhaps  give  the  next 
gown  to  the  houfekeeper.  I  am,  Sir^ 
your  humble  fen'ant, 

Molly  Quicju 
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TO  THE  IDLER. 
ni.  IDLXK, 

IAip  the  unfortunate  wife  of  t  City 
Wit,  and  cinnot  but  think  that  my 
cif-  vnxy  dffcrve  equal  conipaffion  with 
9tty  of  ihofc  vrhich  have  been  repFclemed 
in  your  paper. 

I  married  my  hulbitnd  within  three 
months  after  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
pnmticefbip ;  we  put  our  money  together, 
mnd  furniuied  a  large  and  fplendid  fliop, 
in  which  he  was  for  fire  years  and  a 
half  diligent  and  civil.  The  notice 
which  citriofity  or  kindnefs  commonly 
beftowt  on  beginners,  was  continued  by 
confidence  and  efteem;  one  cuftomer, 
pleafed  with  his  treatment  and  his  bar- 
gain, recommended  another,  and  we 
were  bufy  behind  the  counter  from 
morning  to  night. 

Thus  every  day  encreafed  our  wealth 
and  our  reputation.  My  hufbind  was 
often  invited  to  dinner  openly  on  the 
Exchange  by  hundred  thoinand  pounds 
men ;  and  whenever  I  went  to  any  of 
the  halls,  the  wives  of  the  alderm^ 
made  me  low  courtefics.  We  always 
took  up  our  notes  before  the  day,  and 
made  all  confkicrahle  payments  by 
draughts  upon  our  banker. 

You  will  cafily  believe  that  I  was  wdl 
enough  pleafed  with  my  condition;  for 
what  iiappincfs  can  be  greater  than  that 
of  throwing  everyday  richer  and  richer  ? 
I  will  not  deny,  that,  imagining  myfelf 
likely  to  he  in  a  (hort  time  the  ftieriff 's 
lady,  I  broke  off  my  acquaintance  with 
fome  of  my  neighbours,  and  advifed 
my  htifband  to  keep  good  company,  and 
nor  to  be  Teen  with  men  that  were  worth 
nothing. 

In  time  he  found  that  ale  difagreed 
with  his  conftituiion,  trtd  went  every 
night  to  drink  his  pint  at  a  tavern,  where 
he  met  with  a  fct  of  criticks,  who  dif- 
puted  upon  the  merit  of  the  different 
theatrical  performers.  By  thefe  idle 
fellows  he  was  taken  to  the  play»  which 
at  fii  it  he  did  not  ieem  much  to  heed ; 
for  he  owned,  that  he  very  feldom  knew 
what  (hey  were  doing,  and  that,  while 
hi^  companions  would  let  him  alone,  he 
wi%  commonly  thinking  on  his  laft  bar- 
gain. 
Hdviog  once  gone,  however^  he  went 


a|;ain  and  agatfi^  though  I  o 
him  that  thrM  (killings  w<frc 
awayj  at  laft  he  grew  rnieafy  if 
a  night,  and  ianportuned  ane  u 
him.  I  went  to  a  tragedy  w] 
called  Macbeth;  and,  when 
home,  told  him,  that  I  could 
to  lee  men  and  women  make  tl 
fnch  fools,  by  pretending  to  b 
and  ghofts,  generals  and  king 
walk  in  their  deep  when  they 
much  awake  as  thofe  that  1< 
them.  He  told  me  that  I  muft  g 
notions,  and  that  a  play  was 
rational  of  all  entertainments, 
proper  to  relax  the  mind  after 
nefs  of  the  day. 

By  de;rrees  he  gained  know 
ibme  of  (he  players;  and,  when 
was  over,  very  frequently  treat 
with  fuppers,  for  which  he  wai 
led  to  itand  behind  the  fcenes. 
He  foon  began  to  lofc  fom 
morning  hours  in  the  fame  fc 
was  for  one  winter  very  dilige 
attendance  on  the  rehearfals ;  bi 
fpecies  of  idlenefs  he  grew  we? 
faid,  that  the  play  was  nothing 
the  company. 

His  anlour  for  the  diveWto 
evening  incrcafed ;  he  bought  i 
and  paid  five  fliillings  a  night  t 
the  boxes;  he  went  fometinfiet 
place  which  he  calls  the  Gree 
where  all  the  wits  of  the  age  a 
and  when  he  had  been  there,  c 
nothing,  for  two  or  three  days, 
peat  their  jelh,  or  tell  their  difp 
He  has  now  loft  his  regard  U 
thing  but  the  play-houfe;  he 
three  times  a  week,  one  or  i 
tlnnk  claret,  and  talk  of  the 
His  firft  care  in  the  morning  is 
the  play-bills ;  and  if  he  rememl 
lines  of  the  tragedy  which  is  to  b 
fimted,  walks  about  the  (hop,  n 
them  To  loud,  and  with  fuch 
gefhires,  that  the  paflcngers 
round  the  door. 

His  greateft  pteafure,  when  I 
him,  was  to  hear  the  fituaiion 
ftjop  commended,  and  to  be  tc 
ifnany  efbtcs  have  b^en  got  in  it 
fame  trade;  but  of  late  he  grows 
9  any  mention  of  bufmefsi  and  < 
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nQQtHn;  To  much  aa  Co  be  to^  thxt 

Anupng  Uh  new  affbciaictf  he  h3$ 
Irtiwdanother  language,  andipc^ksin 
fadtjftnm,  (hat  ms  ncighbfnira  cin- 
>otDELiiHtfn(4  him*  Tf  acuRonner  ulk? 
JflOftf  th^in  he  ii  willitt|^  ta  hear,  he 
viucompbin  that  he  tut  l>ecn  cxcruci- 
ncdwith  umnrtnT^gTel^>oflty  j  he  biighs 
I*  the  letters  uf  his  friends  fnr  rhtir 
umnii^ri  of  ciprelTion,  and  tA'ttn  dc- 
dvtihim^lf  svciry  of  attending  to  the 
n^inutiv  tf  a  ihop. 

h  [i  wtl\  for  TT1C  that  T  know  liow  to 
Enp  1  hook,  for  of  Ja:e  he  ii  \'c7irct\y 
era-intht  way.  Since  oiieofhrsfiknJi 
iol\  hhji  T^at  he  had  a  gcniHfi  for  tri- 
pcfc  poctrVp  h^;  ha*  locked  liimlelf  in 
m  njjper  room  i^i  nr  ftrven  houis  a  tlay, 
C'rJ  '■Then  I  ciny  Hini  any  papier  to  be 
nad  or  figncJ,  I  hear  him  talking  rc- 
fcrmemly  to  himrcir^  rumctimtt  of  love 
wdbciury,  Ibmrtimcs  of  fneudfliip  anj 
iirtw,  but  tiiorc  fntquently  of  hl>erty 
»nd  Mi  country, 

I  wovild  gladly,  Z^fr,  Idler,  be  in- 
ihmtd  what  to  think  of  a  fiiopkerper, 
*S&i*  inccllantly  talking  about  Jihcrtjj 
9  wcfii,  whichj  Linfe  hl^  ac^iiiimtnncc 
^tSpoJitelife,  my  hiiibnnd  has  ajsvav* 
tr. his  month;  he  i£,  on  all  dccufionif 
atnid  of  our  liberty,  and  dcclaiiw  his 
itiblnticn  to  bszaiti  all  for  lil>cny. 
VVliat  can  the  man  mean?  I  am  fnrehe, 
i^aj  lihcny  enough;  it  were  better  for 
to  anJ  n.e  if  his  liberty  was  Idfene J, 


He  ha?  :vfi!''k:J  ^hcfn  E:-  callft  a  r.i- 
titk,  tha:  coii  es  tvi^ice  a  week  to  ivart 
what  Jie  is  wniing',  This  rriti-k  :i:lt 
him  that  his  piec*  is  a  liitle  tir^f^uSir, 
bnt  [hit  fotnc dr't'tched  Iccr^-s  will  Jhif>c 
prodigi^iittly,  qr>d  lh?t  in  the  chwa^^rv  of 
Bumhulm  he  ta  wonderfully  gr^^l^ 
My  fciibhJcr  then  fijutezes  i>i*  h^nd, 
c^Ws  him  the  b^il  of  fntnii^i  th^^nVs  him 
for  his  fmc^rny,  Hnil  leiis  hrm  tnut  h<! 
h ^r«  to  he  fliuprtd.  1  have  realbn  t*t 
lielirre  that  he  fcMom  pans  fiith  h?* 
dt3r  fiifJid  without  itnding  him  lvr9 
^uinea^t  and  am  ^ifraiit  That  he  gave 
h:ii1  far  hiui  three  d:iy9  ago, 

by  this  (Towrfc  ot  life  our  credit  ai 
traders  is  liflonL-d;  and  I  cannut  forhciir 
to  fvifpr^j  that  my  hnfband's  hoiiooc 
3S  a  frit  i!»  not  much  advanced,  for  He 
ftems  to  b^  always  tbsl/jwclt  of  the  com- 
p:iny,  and  is  pfraid  lo  tell  bit  opinion 
till  ibc  reil  !iav^  fpoken,  Whon  he  T-na 
behind  hi*  conntcr,  ht  nftd  io  be  brifjCp 
afliTe,  ;ind  jocular^  Ukr  a  man  that 
knew  what  he  was  duing,  and  ^id  not 
fear  to  loiik  annihcr  in  the  fucej  but 
among  wits  and  criilckfi  he  r^  timorou* 
and  atikwatid,  and  h^ngs  Hown  his  heni 
at  his  o^vn  ribk'.  Dear  Mr.  Idln,  ^wt- 
Iiiadchim,  it  yo'i  cnn,  to  reui:n  onet 
murt  to  his  n^iivi;  element.  Tdl  him 
ihat  wit  will  never  luake  him  rich,  l^it 
that  there  ai^e  places  where  richL'&  will 
always  make  a  wir. 

I  am>  Sit',  Sec. 

DeborahGincer. 


N^  XLVIII.    SATURDAY,   MARCH   17. 


THERE  isnokindof  idlenefs,  by 
which  we  aie  fo  eifily  feiluctd,  as 
that  which  dignifies  itftlf  by  the  appear- 
ance of  buiinefsy  and  by  making  the 
loiterer  imagine  that  he  has  fomethmg  to 
<Ki  which  muft  not  be  negle^led,  keeps 
him  in  perpetual  aeitationy  and  hurries 
him  ripidly  from  place  to  place. 

He  that  fits  ftilly  or  leprifes  himfelf 
upon  a  couch,  no  more  deceives  himfelf 
thin  he  deceives  others ;  he  knows  that 
he  i(  doing  nuthmg*  and  has  no  other 
iblace  flif  his  im&gnincance  thai)  the  refo- 
lorioiiy  which  the  lazy  hourly  make,  of 
changing  his  mode  o^  life. 

Todo  nothing,  every  man  i;  aihamed; 
and  to  do  much,  aJmoA  every  man  h  un  - 
ViUr/7jr  ^rMfhudt     hmumznbh  expe- 


dients have  therefore  been  invented  to 
produce  motjjn  without  labour,  and 
employment  without  folicitude.  The 
greater  part  of  thofe  whom  the  kindnefs 
of  Fortune  has  left  to  their  own  direc- 
tion, and  whom  Want  does  not  keep 
chained  to  the  counter  or  the  plow,  play 
throughout  life  with  the  fhadowsof  hu- 
fmefs,  and  know  not  at  lait  what  they 
have  been  doing. 

Thelc  imitators  of  aflion  are  of  all  de- 
nominations. Some  are  feen  at  every 
a'.jStion  without  intention  to  purchafej 
cthtrs  appear  punftually  at  the  Ex- 
change, though  they  are  known  there 
only  by  their  facet.  Some  arc  al\NiLN\ 
making  panics,  to  Vrfvx  co\\c^\ot\^  \ot 
which  they  have  ng  taftc,  i.iv<l  feint  i^c^- 
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left  every  pleftfure  and  every  duty  to 
bear  queftions,  in  which  they  have  no 
intereft,  debate<l  in  parliament. 

Thefe  men  never  appear  more  ridicu- 
lousithan  in  the  diftreis  which  they  ima- 

Sine  themfelves  to  feel,  fiom  fome  a^ci- 
ental  interruption  of  thofe  empty  pur- 
fiiits.  A  tieer  newly  imprifoned  is  in- 
deed more  formidable,  but  not  more 
ansry,  than  Jack  Tulip  wjth-held  from 
a  norift*s  feali,  or  Tom  Diftich  hinder- 
ed from  feeing  the  firll  reprefentation  of 
a  play. 

As  political  affairs  are  the  higheft  and 
mod  extenfive  of  temporal  concerns,  the 
mimick  of  a  politician  is  more  bufy  and 
Important  than  any  other  trifler.  Mon- 
fieur  Lc  Noir,  a  man  who,  without  pro- 
perty or  importance  in  any  comer  of  the 
cartn,  has,  in  the  prefent  con fu  (ion  of 
the  world,  declared  himfeif  a  fteady  ad- 
herent to  the  French,  is  made  miferable 
by  a  wind  that  keeps  back  the  packet- 
boat,  and  ftill  more  miferable  by  every 
account  of  a  Malouin  privateer  caught 
in  his  cruize:  he  knows  well  that  nothing 
can  be  done  or  faid  by  him  which  can 
produce  any  effect  but  that  of  laughter, 
that  he  can  neither  haften  nor  retard 
good  or  evil,  that  his  joys  and  forrows 
have  fcarcely  any  partakers;  yet  fuch  is 
his  xeal,  and  fuch  his  cuiiofity,  that  he 
would  run  barefooted  to  Gravefend,  for 
the  fake  of  knowing  firft  that  the  £n- 
glifh  had  loft  a  tender,  and  would  ride 
out  to  meet  every  mail  from  the  Conti- 
nent if  he  might  be  permitted  to  open  it. 
Learning  is  generally  confefTed  to  l)e 
dk&rablei  and  there  are  fome  who  fancy 


themfelves  always  bufy  in  acq 
Of  thefe  ambulatory  ftudents 
the  moft  bufy  is  thy  friend  T 
lefs. 

Turn  has  long  had  a  mind  to  Im 
knowledge,  but  he  does  not  car 
much  time  among  authors ;  fo 
opinion  that  few  books  defers 
hour  of  perufal,  that  they  give 
an  unfashionable  caft,  and  de 
freedom  of  thought  and  eafinfaf 
ners  indifpenfahly  requifite  to  a 
in  the  world.  Tom  has  therefc 
another  way  to  wifdom .  Whe 
he  goes  into  a  coffee- h«ufe, 
creeps  fonear  to  men  whom  he  t 
reafoners  as  to  hear  their  dil'couri 
deavours  to  remember  fomethii 
when  it  has  beenfbained  throuj 
head,  is  fonear  to  nothing,  th 
once  was  cannot  be  difcovere* 
he  carries  round  from  friend 
through  a  circle  of  vifits,  til 
what  each  fays  upon  the  qu< 
becomes  able  at  dinner  to  fa 
himfeif;  and  as  eveiy  great  g 
laxes  himfeif  among  his  inferic 
with  fome  who  wonder  how  fo 
man  can  talk  fo  wifely. 

At  night  he  has  a  new  feaft 
for  his  intellects;  he  always  1 
difputing  fociety,  or  a  fpeak 
where  he  half  hears  what,  if  he  1 
the  whole,  hewould  buthalf  un 
goes  home  pleafed  with  the  c 
nefs  of  a  day  weli  fpent,  lies  < 
of  ideas,  and  rifcs  in  the  morni 
as  before. 


N"  XLIX.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  24. 


I  Supped  three  nights  ago  with  my 
fncnd  Will  Marvel.  His  affairs  ob- 
Jiged  him  lately  to  tike  a  journey  into 
Devonshire,  from  which  he  has  ju(l  re- 
turned.    He  knows  me  to  be  a  very  pa- 
tient hearer,  and  was  glad  of  my  com- 
pany, as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
difburthening  himfeif  by  a  minute  rela- 
tion .of  the  cafualties  of^  his  expedition. 
Will  is  not  one  of  thofe  who  go  out 
and  return  with  nothing  to  tell.     He*  h:<s 
a  ftory  of  his  travels,  which  will  flrike  a 
home-bred  citizen  with  horror,  and  has 
in  ten  days  fiifTprcii   fo  often  the  ex-  . 
ttrmes  of  tenor  and  joy,  that  he  is  \i\ 
^doybe  whether  he  fliaji  ever  again  tx- 


pofc  either  his  body  or  his  min 
danger  and  fatigue. 

When  he  left  London  the 
was  brij^ht,  and  a  fair  day  was  | 
But  Will  is  born  to  flrugglc  \% 
culties.  That  happened  to  hii 
has  fometimcs,  perhaps,  hap 
others.  Before  he  had  gone  n 
ten  miles,  it  began  to  rain.  Wh 
was  to  be  taken!  His  foul  difc 
tuiTi  back.  He  did  what  the 
Pniffia  might  have  done;  he  11: 
hat,  buttoned  up  his  cape,  and  y 
wards  foitifying  his  mind  byt 
confolation)  that  whatever  is  vi( 
be  ihovi. 
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His  condancy  wi";  not  loni;  tiled;  at 
thtdiftance  oi  about  halt  a  mile  he  Taw 
an  inn,  which  he  entered  wet  and  weary, 
and  found  civil  treatment  and  proper  re- 
freihnicnt.  After  a  rcfpite  of  about  two 
hours  he  looked  abroad,  and  feeing  the 
fty  clear,  called  for  his  horfe,  and  pafled 
the  firik  ftage  without  any  other  memo- 
nbleiccident. 

Will  confidered  that  labour  muft  be 
reliefed  by  pleafure,  and  that  the  (trength 
vhich  great  undertakings  require  muft 
be  ffliintained  by  copious  nutriment;  he 
therefore  orderni    himfelf    an   elegant 

Sw,  drank  two  bottles  of  claret, 
paflfed  the  beginning  of  the  nieht 
io  umnd  fleep{  but  waking  before 
firht,  was  forewarned  of  the  troubles 
of  the  next  day,  by  a  ihower,  beating 
^'nft  hit  windows  with  fuch  vio- 
KBce  u  to  threaten  the  diflblution  of 
fistore.  When  he  arofe,  he  found  what 
heexpcAedythat  the  country  was  under 
water.  He  joined  himielf,  however,  to 
t  oompany  that  was  travelling  the  i'amt 
^f  and  cime  Rifely  lo  the  place  of 
diDoer,  though  every  ftep  of  his  horfe 
diiked  the  mud  into  ihe  air. 

In  the  afternoon,  having  parted  from 
his  company,  he  i'c*  forward  alone,  and 
infled  many  colle^ions  of  water  of 
-vhxh  it  wa«  impofli-^lc  to  guefs  the 
depih,  and  w  licb  he  now  cannot  review 
virhout  Ibme  cenfure  of  his  own  ra(h- 
w-j  -lut  what  a  man  undertakes  he 
noii  pfiiorm,  and  Marvel  hates  a 
cowitid  a*  hii:  heart. 

Few  that  lie  ';varm  in  their  beds,  think 
*hat  others  undergo,  who  have  perhaps 
been  a«  tenderly  educated,  and  have  as 
acute  fenfations  as  thtmrdves.  My 
friend  was  now  to  lodgt*  the  fecond  night 
almoft  fifty  miles  from  heme,  in  a  houfe 
which  he  never  bail  ieen  before,  among 
people  to  whom  he  was  totally  a  Itranger, 
not  knowing  whether  ihe  next  man  he 
/hould  meet  wculJ  prove  cood  or  bad; 
hilt  (eeing  an  iim  of  a  gocxTappeuiance, 
he  rode  reiclutely  into  the  yard;  and 
knowing  that  rel'pe^t  is  often  paid  in 
proportion  as  it  is  claimed,  delivered  his 
inJHnftion  to  the  hoftier  with  fpirit,  and, 
enieriftg  the  houfe,  called  vigoroufly 
about  him. 

On  the  third  day  up  rofe  the  fun  and 
Mr.  Marvel.  His  troubles  and  his  d;in- 
gers  were  now  I'uch  as  he  wifhes  no 
otherman  ever  to  egcounter.  The  ways 
left  frequented,  ai)J  the  couvuy 
tbinly  iaAaJfJtcd,    He  rode  many 
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a  lont-iy  liour  t!^i-oiuh  rr.iro  and  wnter, 
and  met  not  a  Ihl^,!'-  loul  i'or  two  mile-; 
tog  ther  with  wiiom  he  could  e:;cl  Miige 
a  word.  He  cinnot  deny  that,  iov^king 
round  m\>o\\  the  dreary  region,  and  fee- 
ing nothing  Lut  bl*;ak  ficlds^and  naked 
trees,  hills  obfcured  bv  f  >gs,  and  flats 
covered  with  inundati'^n; ,  he  did  for 
fbmc  time  fuffer  inclanchoiv  to  prevail 
upon  him,  and  wiihtd  hiinrelf  again  fafe 
at  home.  One  comfort  he  had,  which 
was  to  confider,  that  none  of  his  friends 
were  in  thf  fame  dillrefs,  for  whom,  if 
they  bad  been  with  him,  he  ihould  have 
futtcred  more  than  tor  himfelf;  he  could 
not  for:ie?.r  ibmetunes  to  confider  how 
ha  pj.y  the  Idler  is  fettled  in  an  caficr 
condition,  who,  furrounded  like  him 
with  terrors,  could  have  >aone  nothing 
but  lie  down  and  die. 

Amidit  thefe  refieflions  he  came  to  t 
town  and  found  a  dinner,  which  dif- 
poied  him  to  more  chearful  fentimentss 
but  the  joys  of  life  are  (hort,  and  it^s 
tnileries  arc  long;  he  mounted  and  tra- 
velled fifteen  miles  more  through  dirt 
and  delilation. 

At  lalHhe  fun  fct,  and  all  the  horrors 
of  darknefs  came  upon  him.  He  then  ix^. 
pented  the  weak  indulgence  in  which  he 
had  gratified  himfelf  at  noon  with  too 
long  an  interval  of  red;  yet  he  went 
forwani  along  a  path  which  he  could  oo 
longer  fee,  Ibmetimes  rufhing  fuddeuly 
into  water,  and  fometimes  incumbered 
with  flifF  clay,  ignorant  wliithcr  he  was 
going,  and  -  uncertain  whether  his  next 
ftep  might  not  be  the  laK. 

In  this  difmal  glcoui  of  nocturnal 
peregrination  his  horfe  uncxpeflciily 
floo^  ftill.  Marvel  had  heard  many 
relations  of  the  in(lin6l  of  hori'es,  and 
was  in  doubt  what  danger  might  be  at 
hand.  Somttimes  he  fircieJ  that  he  was 
on  the  banKof  a  riv*  r  llill  and  deep,  and 
fometimes  that  a  dead  body  ijy  acrofs 
the  irflck.  He  fat  ildl  awhile  to  r.  col- 
lect his  thoughts;  nml  ts  he  w.tb  about 
to  alight  »nd  explore  the  darkr.clV,  out 
flep|ied  a  ir.an  with  a  lanicin,  and  opened 
the  luinpikc.  He  hiial  a  ^.U'de  to  the 
town,  ariivcd  in  latlty,  and  llept  in 
quiet. 

The  reft  of  his  journey  was  nothing 
but  danger.  He  climbed  :ind  defccnded 
precipices  on  whidi  vulgar  mortals 
tremble  to  look;  he  p^fT.  t  inarflus  like 
the  Serbonian  bog,  ivbere  artuks  uuhoie 
have  funk -^  be  i;>TiV«\  vwvitt  Nj\\^vi  ^^ 
cuneiu  rgaccd\\V.e  \\\«Y.^\^  <ai1  \N\<i'^.- 
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▼cm;  or  Tentured  himielf  onbrid^  that 
trembled  under,  him»  fFom  which  he 
looked  down  on  foaming  whirlpools, 
or  dreadful  abyflfes;  hewandei«d  over 
boulclefs  heaths,  amtdft  ail  thcTage  of 
the  elements,  with  the  fnow  drivini^  in 
his  face,  and  the  tempeft  bowling  in  his 
cars. 

Such  are  the  colours  in  which  Mar- 
vel paints  bis  a<f<rentures.  lie  has  ac- 
ctiftomed  himfelf  to  founding  words  and 
byperboUcal  imagesi  tiU  he  bas  loft  the 


power  of  true  defcription.  In 
through  which  the  heavieft  c 
pair  without  difficulty,  and  the  ] 
every  day  and  nigh^  goes  and 
be  meets  with  faardfhips  like  tho 
are  endured  in  Siberian  defar 
mifles  nothing  of  romantic  danf 
giant  and  a  di^on.  When  hi 
nil  (lory  is  told  in  proper  ten 
only  that  the  way  was  dirty  ir 
and  that  he  experienced  the  con 
ciflitudes  of  rain  and  funfltiiie* 


N«L-    SATURDAY,  MARCH    31. 


THE  charafter  of  Mr.  Marvel  has 
railed  the  merriment  of  fome  and 
the  contempt  of  others,  who  do  not  fuf- 
ficiently  confider  how  often  they  hear 
and  pncHfe  the  fame  arts  of  exaggerated 
fiarration. 

There  is  not,  perhaps,  among  the 
multitudes  of  all  conditions  that  (warm 
upon  the  earth,  a  fingle  man  who  does 
net  believe  that  he  has  fomething  extra- 
ordinary to  relate  of  himfelf;  and  ^ho 
does  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  fummon 
^  the  attention  of  his  friends  to  the  cafual- 
ties  of  his  adventures  and  the  viciflitu'ies 
of  his  fortune;  cafualties  and  viciflitudcft 
that  happen  alike  in  lives  uniform  and 
diver(ihed)  to  the  commander  of  armies, 
and  the  writer  at  a  defk;  to  the  failor 
who  !  efigns  himfelf  to  the  wind  and  win- 
ter, and  the  farmer  whofe  longeft  jour- 
ney is  to  the  mai'ket, 

In  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world  man 
may  pafs  through  Shakefpeare*s  feven 
ftages  of  life,  and  meet  nothing  nngul.ir 
or  wonderful.  But  fuch  is  every  man^s 
attention  tohimulf,  that  what  is  com- 
jnon  and  unheeded  when  it  is  only  feen, 
Vcomes  remarkable  and  peculiar  when 
we  happen  to  feel  it. 

It  IS  well  enough  known  to  be  ac- 
cording to  the  iifual  procefs  of  nature, 
that  men  ihouid  Cclcen  and  recover,  that 
fbme  defigns  ihould  fucceed  and  other< 
roifcarry,  that  friends  (hould  be  fepa- 
I'ated  and  meet  again,  that  fome  fliould 
be  made  angry  by  endeavours  to  pleafe 
them,  and  fome  be  pleafed'when  no  care 
bas  been  ufed  to  gain  their  approbation  j 
that  men  and  women  (hould  at  ftrft  come 
together  by  chance,  like  each  other  fo 
well  as  to  commence  acquaintance,  im- 
provc  acquaintance  into  fondnefs,  in- 
cimfe  or  exdnguUb  fpndn^  bj  mv* 


riage,  and  have  children  of  diflFi 
grees  of  intellc^ls  and  virtue, 
whome  die  before  their  paie: 
others  fui^ivc  them. 

Yet  let  any  man  tell  his  ov 
and  no'tlnng  of  all  ibis  has  ever 
him  according  to  the  common 
things;  fomething  has  always  • 
nated'  his  cafe;  I'ome  unufual 
rence  of  events  has  appeared  wh 
him  more  h.ippy  or  more  mifer 
other  mortal?  j  for  in  pleafures 
raities,  however  common,  ever] 
comforts  and  afiiiflions  of  his 

It  is  certain  that  without  foi 
cial  augmentations,  many  of 
Aires  of  life,  and  almoft  all  it* 
lifhments,  would  fall  to  the  gro 
no  man  was  to  exprefs  more  del 
he  felt,  thofe  who  felt  molt  vn 
little  envy.  If  travellers  were  tc 
the  moft  laboured  performanc 
with  the  fame  coldnefs  as  the 
thpm,  all  ttxpe6lations  of  happii 
change  of  place  would  ceale. 
til  res  of  Raphael  would  hang 
fpc^tator?,  and  the  gardens  of  ^ 
might  be  inhabited  by  hermits, 
pleafure  that  is  received  ends  ii 
portunity  of  fplendid  falfhood 
power  of  gaining  notice  by  th 
of  beauties  which  the  eye  was 
beholding,  and  a  hillory  of  ha 
ments,  of  which,  in  reality, 
happy  was  the  laft* 

The  ambition  of  fupeVior  i 
and  fuperior  eloquence difpofest 
of  arts  to  receive  rapture  at  one  i 
communicate  it  at  another;  and 
hours  lirft  to  impofe  upon  him 
then  to  propagate  the  impoftun 

Paiti  is  lels  fubjeA  than  pi 
caprices  of  exprcdioii,-  Tht  toi 
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.':.'::.'':,  aivi  the  J^rief  for  Invmci:  ih!o 
■:.*.-!  riunf",  fomctimcs  are  iiio  a.>  r.  ^ 
'*'o:.;^cin  lieclaie,  and  can  only  be  fig- 
rih^.ihy  j;roans,  or  iobs,  or  inarticulnte 
« atuiaiions.  Mun  has  from  nature  a 
iiaHc  of  ntternncc  peculiar  to  pain,  but 
he  l".a? none  peculiar  to  plcafure,  Wcaufe 
h?  never  has  pleafuj-c  but  in  fucli  dt- 
£i(e>  as  the  ordinary, ule  of  language 
irnve'jnal  or  furpTf*. 

Ii  is  nevcrthflvfs  certain,  that  many 
p  ii.s  <«$  well  as  plcafures  are  heightened 
nv  rWrofical  affeftation,  and  that  the 
pivtuic  is,  for  the  moft  part,  bigger  than 
the  litV. 

Whfn  we  defcribe  mtr  fenfations  of 
another**  forrow^,  either  in  friendly  or 
ccrunoniout  cQndolt:nce,  the  cuftoms  of 
J^faiw.rM  Icucelv  admit  of  risfid  vera- 
ci'T.  Perhaps  tl\e  fond*  ft  fiiendfhip 
♦*ould  enrage  oftentr  than  comfoit, 
were  the  tongue  on  fuch  occalions  iaith- 
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filly  to  repr  j'.nt  tho  r.-ntiir/Tt;  cf  t:e 
benit;  aiid  I  t'.iir.k  Un.  :iiicijit  .'.^oTaiiau 
allow  *oim5  of  niildreii  ro  he  v""d  wiiJi- 
out  :.iucli  regard  to  their  littral  accep-  . 
taiion,  when  either  rcipt^  or  tendernefs 
requires  them,  becaufc  they  are  univer- 
fally  known  to  denote  not  the  degree  but 
the  fpecics  of  our  fentiuicnts. 

But  the  nrne  indul£;ence  cannot  be 
allowed  to  him  who  aggrax'ates  dangers 
incurred  or  furrow  endured  h\  himielf, 
becaufe  he  darkens  the  profpe^l  of  futu- 
rity, and  multiplies  the  pains  of  our 
condition  by  ufelefs  terror*  Thoie  who 
magnify  their  delights  are  lefs  criminal 
decciver«|  yet  they  raife  hopes  which  are 
fure  to  be  difappointed.  It  would  be 
undoubtedly  bett^  if  we  could  fee  and 
hear  every  thing  as  it  is,  that  nothing 
might  be  too  anxiouAy  dreadedi  or  too 
ardently  purfued* 


N*  LI.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  7. 


IT  has  been  commonly  remarked, 
(hat  eminent  men  aie  leaft  eminent 
at  home,  that  bn'ght  chara£lers  lofe  much 
<'!  (heir  fplendor  at  a  nearer  view,  and 
many  who  till  the  world  with  their  fame, 
excite  veiy  little  reverence  among  thofe 
that  furround  them  in  their  domeftick 
privacies. 

To  blame  or  to  fufpc6l  is  eafy  and 
natural.  When  the  f»t\  is  evident,  and 
the  dufe  doubtful,  fome  accufation  is 
always  engendered  between  idienefs  and 
malignity.  This  difparity  of  general 
ind  familiar  cfteem  is  therefore  imputed 
to  hidden  vices,  and  to  practices  indulged 
u  Skrttf  but  carefuUy  covered  from  the 
fahlick  m. 

Vice  will  indeed  always  produce  con- 
tape.  The  dignity  of  Alexander, 
though  nations  fell  proftrate  before  him, 
«as  certainly  held  in  little  veneration  by 
the  partakers  of  his  midnight  revels, 
■fao^bad  £een  him,  in  the  madnefs  of 
wloe,  murder  his  fnend,  or  fct  fire  to 
IIk  Periian  palace  at  the  inftigation  of 
a  harUcj  amd  it  is  well  remembered 
tBODg  ua,  that  the  avarice  of  Marlbo* 
nugh  kept  him  in  fubje£Uon  to  his  wife, 
while  he  was  dreaded  by  France  as  her 
conqueror,  and  honoured  by  tiie  Erape- 
for  at  bis  deliverer. 

But  thtrufrh,  wlicre  there  ii  vice,  there 
Mud  be  wsunt  ^frerereoee,  it  is  not  re- 


ciprocally true,  that  when  there  is  want 
of  reverence  there  is  always  vice#  That 
awe  which  great  a^lions  or  abilities  iin^ 
prcfs  will  be  inevitably  diminifbed  by 
acquaintance,  though  nothing  either 
mean  or  criminal  fhould  be  found. 

Of  men,  as  of  every  thing  elfe,  we 
mud  judge  according  to  our  knowledge^ 
When  we  fee  of  a  hero  only  his  battles, 
or  of  a  writer  only  his  books,  we  have 
nothing  to  allay  our  ideas  of  their  great- 
ncfs.  We  confider  the  one  only  as  the 
guardian  of  his  couutr\',  and  the  other 
only  as  the  inllruclor  of  mankind.  We 
have  neither  opportunity  r.cr  motive  td 
examine  the  minuter  parts  of  their  lives, 
or  the  lefs  apparent  peculiarities  of  their 
chai-a£lers;  we  name  them  with  habitual 
refpe£V,  and  forget,  what  we  ftill  conti- 
nue to  know,  that  they  are  meti  like 
other  mortals. 

But  fuch  is  the  conftitution  of  the 
world,  that  much  of  life  muft  be  fpent 
in  the  fame  manner  by  tlie  wife  and  the 
ignorant,  the  exalted  and  the  low«  Mf  n, 
however  diftingnifhcd  by  external  acci* 
dents  or  intrinhck  qualities,  have  ail  the 
fame  wants,  the  fame  pain?,  ami,  as  far 
as  the  fenfes  are  confulte'i,  the  fime 
pleafures.  The  petty  cares  and  petty 
duties  are  the  lame  in  tM«\^  ^c«i\ibitv  \q 
every  undf^rilaivdm^,  ^¥l^  ^tx^  Vww 
brinst  (omc  occ2lC\oiv  on  ^hVajcV  "«««  * 
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fink  to  the  common  level.  Wc  are  all 
naked  till  we  are  drelTedy  and  hungry 
tHl  we  are  fed;  and  the  generaPs  tri- 
umph, and  the  fage't  difputation,  end, 
like  the  humble  labours  of  the  fmith  or 
plowman,  in  a  dinner  or  in  (leep. 

Thofe  notions  which  are  to  be  col- 
le6led  by  reafon  in  oppofition  to  the 
fenfes,  will  feldom  liand  forward  in  the 
mind,  but  lie  treafured  in  the  remoter 
rcpofitories  of  memory,  to  be  found 
only. when  they  are  fought*  Whatever 
any  man  may  have  written  or  done,  his 
precepts  or  his  valour  will  fcarcely  over* 
balance  the  unimportant  uniformity 
Mfhich  runs  through  his  tiine.  We  do 
not  eafily  confider  him  as  great,  whom 
ofur  own  eyes  (hew  us  to  be  little;  nor 
labour  to  keep  prefent  to  our  tlioughts 
the  latent  excellences  of  him  who  (hares 
with  us  all  our  weakneffes  and  many  of 
our  follies;  who  liice  us  is  delighted 
with  (liglit  amufemcnts,  bufita  with 
trifling  emoloyments,  and  diihjrhed  by 
little  vexations.  .... 

Great  powers  cannot  bt  exerted,  but 
when  grnat  exigences  make  th^  ne- 
celTary.  Great  exigences  can  happen 
but  fcMom,  and  therefore  tliofe  qualities 
which  have  a  claim  to  the  veneration  of 
mankind,  lie  hid,  for  themoft  part,  like 
fubterianean  tieaiures,  over  which  the 
foot  psfles  as  on  common  ground,  till 
peceiTity  bleaks  open  the  golden  car 


In  the  ancient  celebrata'ons  of  vi 
a  dave  was  placed  on  the  triumph 
by  the  fide  of  the  general,  who  ren 
liim  by  a  (hort  (entence,  that  be 
man.  Whatever  dan^r  there  mi 
led  a  leader,  in  his  paflage  to  the  C 
(hould  forget  the  frailties  of  his  i 
there  was  iurely  no  need  of  fuch 
monition;  the  intoxication  cou; 
have  continued  long;  he  wouh 
been  at  home  but  a  few  hours 
fome  of  his  deptndents  would  ha' 
gt>t  his  ereatnel's,  and  (hewn  hin 
notwithftanding  his  laurels  he  «« 
a  man. 

There  are  fome  who  try  toeica 
domeftic  degradation,  by  laboui 
appear  always  wife  or  always  gre 
he  that  Itrives  againft  nature,  v 
ever  ftrive  in  vain.  To  be  grave c 
and  (low  of  utterance;  to  look  w 
licitude  and  fpeak  with  hefitatiojn 
tainable  at  will;  but  the  (hew  of  > 
is  ridiculous  when  there  is  notl 
cau(e  doubt,  as  that  of  valour 
there,  is  nothing  to  be  feared. 

A  man  who  has  duly  confidei 
condition  of  his  being,  will  cont< 
yield  to  the  courfeof  things:  he  \ 
pant  for  diftin6Hon  where  difl 
would  imply  no  merit;  but  thoi] 
great  occafions  he  may  wi(h  to  be 
than  others,  he  will  be  fatisfied  ii 
mon  occurrences  not  to  be  lefs. 


N<>  LII.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  14. 


axspoNiAas  cufidinibvs. 


Hoi. 


THE  pra^^ice  of  fclf-denial,  or  the 
forbearance  of  lawful  pleafure, 
has  been  confidCred  by  almoft  every  na- 
tion, from  the  remote  ft  ages,  as  the 
higheft  exaltation  of  human  virtue;  and 
alfhave  agreed  to  pay  rcljjeft  and  vene- 
ration to  thofe  who  abftamed  from  the 
delights  of  lite,  even  when  they  did  not 
cenfure  thofe  who  enjoyed  them. 

The  general  voice  of  mankind,  civil 
and  barbarout,  confefTes  that  the  mind 
and  body  are  at  variance,  ami  that 
neitber  can  be  made  happv  by  it's  pro- 
per gratifications,  but  at  the  expence  of 
the  other;  that  a  pampered  l>ody  will 
darktn  the  mind,  and  an  enlightened 
mind  will  macerate  the  bo<]y.  And 
aoae  h^re  failed  t9  coafcr  their  cSeesn 


on  thofe  who  prefer  intellefl  tc 
who  controul  their  lower  by  theii 
faculties,  and  forget  the  wants  : 
fires  of  animal  life  for  rational  d 
tions  or  pious  contemplations. 

The  earth  has  fcarce  a  coui 
far  advanced  towards  political  reg 
as  to  divide. the  inhabitants  into 
where  fome  orders  of  men  or  woi 
not  dirtingui(hed  by  voluntary  fei 
and  where  the  reputation  of  the: 
tity  is  not  increafed  in  proportioi 
rigour  of  their  rules,  and  the  er 
of  their  performance. 

When  an  opinion  to  which  the 
temptation  of  intercft  fpreads  w 
continues  long,  it  may  be  rea 
pitfvmed  to  hmvt  b«tik  'ui(>^«d 
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hut  or  dlflited  by  rufon.    It  I»k  been 

Dften «blcrved  that  tb^  ^AiofiA  of  im^ 
^dhit,  and  LlJufiona  of  f^ficy,  f^n 
^cvayto  lime  ami  cxpcrlenct ,  and 
tbtnothin^ktrp^irsground  but  truth, 
vhicls  ^nii  every  day  new  influence  by 
Dcw  coiifinnatioo* 

B-Jt  Cni[h,  vtfbcn  it  []  reduced  to 
piftiCc,  eaCly  become*  ibbjcfl  to  ca- 
price and  im^^nation;  and  many  par* 
boilar  ijSt%  wil)  be  wrongs  though  their 
([CDcni  principle  be  righT.  It  cannot 
be  denied  thai  a  jud  conviflion  of  the 
itftnint  tieceflary  to  be  laid  uptrn  ibe 
ippctiret  ha»  produced  cKtnvag.int  and 
unaiMral  iiu>dc«  of  moiitflcation,  and 
ihftilutioni  which,  however  favourably 
couladcredt  will  be  found  to  vioJltc  na- 
tuctvlthout  protnoting  piety* 

But  the  dofVrine  of  ^Jf><Unia[  is  not 
*nlutied  in  itielf  by  the  errors  of  thofe 
v^mifinicrpret  of  mifapply  itj  the  en* 
rwacbrtteni  of  the  nppetitc*  upon  the 
uftdtHlanding  is  hourly  perceivedj  and 
the  ftiie  of  thofe  whoin  ferifualiiy  has 
afiaredj  h  known  to  be  in  the  hjgheft 
^ee  defpic^ble  and  wretched. 

The  dread  of  fuch  ftianvcful  eaptivity 
uny  juAiy  nife  ajarms,  and  wifdom  wiJi 
cndnvour  to  keep  danger  at  a  di^ance* 
Bpimcly  C:iUMon  and  fufpicrous  vigU 
iante  thofe  defirei  may  be  leprelled,  to 
*tiich  indulgence  wotiJd  foon  give  ab- 
fclutc^lomioTonj  tbofe  enemies  may  Ijc 
Mem>mc,  which,  when  they  h^ve  been 
ivhile  iccullomed  to  vifkory^  can  no 
lonitcr  be  refifted. 

Nothing  ii  more  fatal  to  happincf^  or 
»iiiWj  than  that  confidence  which  flit- 
^  m  with  an  opinion  of  our  own 
Atength,  and  by  artiiring  us  of  the 
pftwcr  of  retreat  piecipitatt^i  iis  into  ha- 
*irJ-  Some  may  fafely  venture  further 
than  otbert  into  the  regions  of  delif  hr, 
Isy  thenfelves  more  open  to  the  golden 
wfts  of  pleafure,  and  advance  nearer 
to  therefidence  of  the  Syrens;  but  he 
that  is  beft  armed  with  conftancy  and 
^n  is  yet  vuinerable  in  one  part  or 


other;  and  to  every  man  there  h  a  point 
Hxed,  beyond  whlchj  if  he  paH^a,  he 
VfiW  not  eafdy  return.  It  i»  certainly 
tnolt  wife,  ai  it  h  moft  fafc,  to  ttop  be- 
fore he  tenches  the  UTmoll  limits  lince 
evtry  ftep  of  advance  will  inoreand  more 
entice  him  lo  go  forw^id,  tiUhe  Hiall  at 
U^  entei  the  rectHes  of  volupruoufuefsy 
and  floih  and  deffx^ndcncy  clofe  the  paf- 
r4ige  behind  him. 

To  deny  early  and  inflexibly,  is  the 
otily  art  of  cliecKing  the  importunity  of 
dcfirct  and  ut  prHcrvin^qtiiet  and  inno- 
cence. Innocent  ^ratiikations  mult  be 
fonfietuT^ts  with  htldj  he  that  complic^i 
with  ull  lawful  dffires  will  ctitainly  iaie 
hh  empire  ovtrr  hjinitir,  and  in  trmc 
either  fubmit  hi^  realbn  to  his  wilbe», 
aT>d  think  all  his  d^liies  bwfnl|  or  dif- 
mil3  his  reafon  as  tixiuhlizfome  and  in- 
truilve,  at>d  refolve  to  fnaich  what  be 
may  happen  to  wiOi,  without  cn(]uiry 
about  light  and  wrong* 

No  mm,  v/hofe  appetites  ^re  his  ma- 
ftcr$,  can  pfrf^nm  the  dufies  of  h«»  ni- 
tuve  with  ftnftnefs  ^nd  regularity^  h« 
that  would  he  fuperfor  to  enternril  in- 
fluenced mufl  6Ut  become  fnpcMoi  to 
bis  own  paflioris. 

When  the  Koman  general,  fitting  at 
fuppcr  wiih  a  plate  of  turnipif  before 
him,  was  foli^itei!  by  largt  pic^lcnts  lo 
betray  hit  tru^t,  he  aHced  ilic  mcHcngrrt 
whether  he  that  could  fup  on  tnrnipB 
w^is  a  m»in  likely  to  feli  hrs  country. 
Upon  liim  who  ha&  reduced  his  fcnJi^^ 
to  obedience,  temptaiian  has  left  jfi 
power}  he  ia  able  to  attend  impartialty 
to  Virtue,  ?nd  execute  her  commands 
without  htlitarion. 

To  fet  the  mind  above  the  appetites  it 
the  end  of  abllinerce,  which  one  of  the 
fathers  oblerves  ty  be  not  3  viitupj  but 
the  ground-work  of  virtue.  By  for- 
bearing  to  do  what  may  innocently  be 
done,  we  may  add  hourly  new  vigour 
or  refolution,  and  fecure  the  power  of 
refiftance  when  pleafure  or  intcrelt  fhalJ 
lend  their  charms  to  guilt. 


END  OF   THE   FIR^T  VOLUME. 
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TO   THE   IDLER, 
Sll, 

Have*a  wife  that  keeps  Good  Com- 
paoy.    You  know  that  the  word 
Dod  varies  it*s  meaning  according  to 
:  value  fet  upon  ■different  qualities  in 
Kient  places.   To  be  a  Good  man  in 
oU^e,  is  to  be  learned ;  in  a  camp>  to 
brave;  and  in  the  city>  to  be  ricji* 
Good  Company,  in  the  place  which 
ave  the  misfortune  to  inhabit^  we  un- 
ibod  only  thofe  from  whom    any 
k1  can  be  learned,  whether  wifdom  or 
ue;  or  by  whom  aiw  good  can  be 
ferredy  whether  pront  or  reputation, 
od  Company  it  the  company  of  thofe 
afe  birth  is  high,  and  whofe  riches 
great,  or  of  thofe  whoin  the  rich  aad 
M  admit  to  familiarity.  ^ 
am  a  gentleman  of  a  fortune  by  bo 
ms  exuberant,  but  ti^ore  than  equal 
he  wants  of  my  family,  and  for  fome 
rs  equal  to  our  deilres.     My  wife, 
3  had  never  been  accuftomed  tofpleo- 
tr,  joined  her  endeavours  to  mine  in 
fuperintendence  of  our  oeconomy; 
lived  in  decent  plenty,  and  were  not 
luded  from  moderate  pleafures. 
tut  flight  caufes  produce  great  ef- 
j.    All  my  happmefs  has  been  de- 
jed  by  change  or  place;  virtue  is  too 
m  merely  local;  in  fome  fituations 
tir  difea(es  the  body,  and  in  ochors 
ibnt  the  mind.^    Being  obliged  to  re- 
ve  my  habtation,  I  was  Ira  by  jtty 
\  gnnas  to  a  convenient  houie  in  a 
ec  where  many  of  the  nobility  refide. 
sind  fcarctly  ranged  our  fbrniluK, 
l4lpB4  «ir  rootnt^  wfato  iDf  wifr  !)•• 


gan  togrow  difcontented,  and  to  wonder 
what  the  neighbours  would  think  when 
they  f^w  fo  few  chairs  and  chariots  at 
her  door. 

Her  acquaintance  who  came  to  iee 
her  from  the  quarter  that  we  had  left, 
mortified  her  without  defign,  by  conti- 
nual enquiries  about  the  ladies,  whofe 
houies  they  viewed  from  our  windows. 
She  w!%s  a(hamed  to  cenfefs  tliat  Aie  bad 
no  intcrcourfe  with  them,  and  ftieliered 
her  diflrefs  under  genei^al  anfwers^ 
which  always  tended  to  raife  fufpicion 
that  (he  knew  more  than  (he  would  teil} 
but  (he  was  often  reduced  to  difficulties, 
when  the  courfe  of  talk  introduced 
queftions  about  the  furniture  or  orna- 
ments of  their  houfes,  which,  when  (he 
could  get  no  intelligence,  (he  was  forctd 
to  pa(i  (lightly  over,  as  things  which 
flie  (aw  ib  often,  that  (he  Deverjnindtd 


To  all  tbefe  vexations  flie  waa  re-* 
folved  to  put  an  end,  and  redoubled  her 
vifits  to  thofe  few  of  her.  friends  who 
viiited  thofe  who  kept  Good  Compaoyi 
.ind,  if  ever  (he  met  a..lady  oF  ^iudity» 
forced  herlelf  into  notice  by  refped  and 
afiidulty.  Her  advances  were  generally 
reje^cf;  and  (he  heard  them,  as  thef 
went  down  (lairs,  talk  how  fome  crea* 
tures  put  themfelves  forward. 

She  was  not  difcouraged,  but  crept 
forward  from  one  to  another;  and,  as 
perfeverance  will  do  great  things,  (ao. 
ped  her  way  unperceived,  till,  uaex- 
peftcdly,  (he  appeared  at  the  card-tabJe 
of  Lady  Biddy  Potpoife,  a  lethir^ck  « 
TBpa  gf  fnt&tj.&&;^\«e^iSc^^^. 
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milMi  in  the  next  iquare  yiiited  very 
punctually  when  (he  was  not  at  home. 

Thh  was  the  iirft  ftep  of  that  eleva- 
tion to  which  my  wife  has  fince  af- 
cended.  For  five  months  (he  had  no 
name  in  her  mouth  but  that  of  Lady 
Biddy,  who»  let  the  world  fay  what  it 
»vould,  had  a  fine  underflanding,  and 
fuch  a  command  of  her  temper,  that, 
whether  fhe  won  or  loft,  (he  ilept  over 
her  cands. 

•  At  Lady  Biddy's  fhe  met  with  Lady 
Tawdry,  whofc  favour  fhe  gained  by 
eflimating  her  ear-rings,  which  were 
counterfeit,  at  twice  the  value  of  real 
diamonds.  When  fhe  had  once  entered 
two  houfesof  <ii(iin6lion,  flie  was  eafily 
admitted  into  more,  and  in  ten  weeks 
had  all  her  time  anticipated  by  parties 
and  engagements.  Every  morning  fhe 
st  befpoke,  in  the  fummer,  for  the  gar- 
dens j  in  the  winter,  for  a  fale;  every  af- 
ternoon fhe  has  vifits  to  pay,  and  every 
night  brings  an  inviolable  appointment, 
or  an  affembly  in  which  the  beft  com- 
pany in  the  town  were  to  appear. 

You  will  eafiiy  imagine  that  much  of 
my  domeftick  comfort  is  withdrawn.    I 
never  fee  my  wife  but  in  the  hurry  cf 
preparation,  or  tl^e  languor  of  weari- 
nefs.   To  di^fs  and  to  undrefs  is  almofl 
her  whole  biifinefs  in  private,  and  the 
Ibrvants  take  advantage  of  her  negli- 
,  ^nce  to  increafe  cxpenee.    But  I  can 
lupply  her  omiflions  by  my  own  dili- 
gence, and  fhould  not  much  regret  this 
new  courfe   of  life,  if  it  did  nothing 
more  than  transfer  to  me  the  care  of 
our  accounts.     The  changes  which  it 
has  made  are  more  vexatious.  My  >^ifc 
.  has  no  longer  the  ufeof  her  underitand- 
ing.     She  has  no  rule  of  a6lipn  but  the 
famion.    She  has  no  opinion  but  that  of 
.  the  people  of  quality.     She  ha^  no  lan- 
.  giiage  but  the  dialed  of  her  o^^'n  f?t  of 
.  company.     She  hates  and  admires  in 
humble  imitation ;  and  echoes  the  words 
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charming  and  detefiahU  without  confuh' 
ing  her  own  perceptions. 

If  for  a  few  niinutcs  we  fit  down  to- 
gether, Ihe  entertains  me  with  the  rc- 
paitees  of  Lady  Cackle,  or  the  cower- 
lation  of  Lord  Whifflcr  and  Mifs  Quick, 
and  wonders  to  fina  me  receiving  with\' 
indifference  fayings  which  put  all  the  ^ 
company  into  laughter.  > 

By  her  old  friends  flie  is  no  ion^ 
very  willing  to  be  feen,  but  fhe  muftnol 
rid  herfelf  of  them  all  at  once ;  and  is 
fomelimes  furprized  by  her  beft  vifitantt 
in  company  which  fhe  would  not  fbew, 
and  cannot  hide;  but  from  the  nooment 
that  a  countefs  enters,  fhe  takes  care 
neither  to  hear  nor  fee  them:  they  fooo 
find  themfelves  ne^le^led  and  retire,  asd 
fhe  tells  her  ladyfhip  that  they  are  fome- 
how  related  at  a  great  difbnce,  and  that 
as  they  are  good  fort  of  people  fhe  can- 
not be  rude  to  them. 

As  by  this  ambitious  union  withtbofe 
that  ai-e  above  her,  fhe  is  always' forced 
upon  difadvantageous  companfons  of 
her  condition  with  theirs,  fhe liat  aeon- 
fhnt  fource  of  mifery  within;  and  never 
returns  from  glittering  aflemblies  and 
magnificent  apartments  but  fhe  growls 
out  her  difcontent,  and  wonders  why 
fhe  was  doomed  to  fo  indigent  a  ftatf » 
When  ihe  attends  the  duchefs  to  a  fale, 
fne  always  fees  fomething  that  fhe  can- 
not buy;  and,  that  fhe  may  not  feem 
wholly  infignificant,  fhe  will  fometimes 
venture  to  bid,  and  often  makes  acqui- 
fitions  which  fhe  did  not  want  at  prices 
which  fhe  cannot  afford. 

What  adds  to  all  this  uneafmeis  is» 
that  this  expence  is  without  ufe,  and 
this  vanity  without  honour;  fhe  forfakes 
honfes  where  flie  might  be  courted,  for 
thofc  where  fhe  is  only  fufFercd;  her 
equ  lU  dxt  daily  made  her  enemies,  and 
her  fupcriors  will  never  be  her  friends, 
I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


N^  LIV,    SATURDAY,  APRIL   28. 


TO   THB   IDLER. 


YO  U  have  lately  cnteitained  your 
admirex's  with  the  cafe  of  an  un- 
fortunate Ilulband,  and  thereby  given  a 
'  €/eajon/trative  proof  you  are  not  averfe 
frctt  to  hear  appeals  and  tfrini natd  dif« 


ferences  between  man  and  wife;  I  there- 
fore take  the  liberty  to  prcfent  you  vnth 
the  cafe  of  an  injured  lady,  which,  as  it 
chiefly  relates  to  what  I  think  the  lawyers 
call  a  Point  of  Law,  I  ftiall  do  in  a«?  juri- 
dical a  manner  as  I  am  cnpable,  and  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  learned 
gqitlemen  f f  that  ^ro{t^\oii. 
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ImprhiAs,  In  the  ftyle  of  my  mar- 
riage articles,  a  maiTiagc  was  bad  and 
fiieButixed,  about  (ix  months  ago,  be- 
tvvetJi  me  and  Mr.  Savecharges,  a  gen- 
tleman pofleffcd  of  a  plentiful  fortune  of 
his  own,  and  one  who,  I  was  perfuadedt 
would  improve,  and  not  fpena  mine. 

Before  our  mamage  Mr.  Savecharges 
bad  all  along  preferred  the  falutary  exer- 
cife  of  walking  on  foot,  to  the  diftem- 
percd  eafe,  as  he  terms  it,  of  lolling  in 
a  chariot:  but  notwith (landing  his  6ne 
panegyricks  on  walking,  the  great  ad- 
Tantaees  the  infantry  were  in  the  fole 
potlemon  of,  and  the  many  dreadful 
dangers  they  efcaped,  he  found  I  had 
very  diffei^ent  notions  of  an  equipage, 
and  was  not  eafily  to  be  converted,  or 
gained  over  to  his  party. 

An  equipage  I  was  determined  to 
have,  whenever  I  marrieil.  I  too  well 
knew  the  difpofition  of  my  intended  con- 
Ibrt  to  leave  the  providing  one  entirely  to 
hii  honour,  and  flatter  myfelf  Mr.  Save- 
cHargct  has,  in  the  articles  made  previ- 
ous  to  our  marriage,  agreed  to  keep  me 
a  coMcb'j  but  ieli  I  ihould  be  miftaken, 
or  the  attomies  fliould  not  have  done  me 
joftice  in  methodising  or  leealizing  thefe 
half  dozen  words,  f  will  fet  about  and 
tranfcribe  that  part  of  the  agreement, 
which  will  explain  the  matter  to  you 
much  bettei'  than  can  be  done  by  one 
who  is  fo  deeply  intereiled  in  the  event; 
and  fhew  on  what  foundation  I  build  my 
hopes  of  being  foon  under  the  tranfport- 
in§,  delightful  denomination  of  a  fa- 
iiibnable  lady,  who  enjoys  the  exalted 
and  much  envied  felicity  of  bowling 
about  in  her  own  coach. 

*  And  further,  the  faid  Solomon  Save- 

*  clurges,  for  divers  good  cauies  and 
'  conliderations  hin\  hereunto  moving, 

*  hath  agreed,  and  doth  hereby  agree, 

*  that  the  faid  Solomon  Savecharges  fhall 

*  aiMl  will,  fo  foon  as  conveniently  may 
'  be  after  the  folemnization  of  the  faid 

*  intended  marriage,  at  his  own  proper 

*  colt   and  charges,   find  and  provide 

*  a  certahi  vebi3e  or  four -'wheel  car- 

*  riage,  commonly  called  or  kmivft  by  the 

*  name  rf  a  Coach  I  which  faid  vehicle 
'  or  wheel-carriage,  fo  called  or  known 
'  by  the  name  of  a  Coach,  (hall  be  ufed 

*  and  er^vyed  by  the  faid  Sukey  Modifli, 
'  his  intended  wife,"  [pray  mind  that, 
Mr.  Idler]  <  at  fuch  tsmes  and  in  Aich 

/  0ianner  28  the  the  fstid  Sukey  Modifh 
V  Hall  think  £t  and  convenient.  * 
StMcb,  Mr,  Idler,   is  the  agreement 


mv  pajionati  admirer  entered  into;  and 
what  the  deaf  frugal  hujband  calU  a  per- 
formance of  It  remains  to  be  detcribed. 
Soon  after  the  ceremony  of  (igning 
atid  fealing  was  over,  our  wedding- 
cloaths  being  fent  home,  and,  in  fhort, 
ever}*  thin^in  readinefs  except  the  coach^ 
my  own  fhadow  was  fcarce  more  con- 
ilant  than  ray  paflionate  lover  in  his  at- 
tendance on  me  I  wearied  by  his  perpe* 
tual  importunities  for  what  he  called  a 
completion  of  his  blifs,  I  confented  to 
make  him  happy;  in  a  few  days  I  gave 
him  mv  hand,  and,  attended  by  Hymen 
in  his  faffron- robes,  retired  to  a  coimtry* 
feat  of  my  hufband's,  where  the  honey- 
moon flew  over  our  heads  ere  we  had 
time  to  recolleft  ourfelves,  or  think  of 
our  engagements  in  town.  Well,  to 
town  we  came,  and  you  may  bo  furc. 
Sir,  I  expefled  to  ftep  into  my  coach 
on  my  arrival  here;  but,  whut  was  my 
furprize  and  difappointment,  when,  in- 
dead  of  this,  he  began  to  found  in  my 
ears,  That  the  intereft  of  money  was 
low,  very  low;  and  what  a  terrible  thing 
it  was  to  be  encumbered  with  a  little  re- 
giment of  fcrvants  in  thefe  hard  times. 
i  could  eafily  perceive  what  all  this  tend- 
ed to,  but  would  not  feem  to  underftand 
him;  which  made  it  highly  neceflary  for 
Mr.  Savecharges  to  explain  himfelf  more 
intelligibly;  to  harp  upon  and  proteft 
he  dreaded  the  expence  of  keeping  a 
coach.  And,  truly,  for  his  part,  he 
could  not  conceive  now  the  pleafure  re- 
fulting  from  fuch  a  convenience  coulj 
be  any  way  adequate  to  the  heavy  ex- 
pence  attending  it.  I  now  thought  it 
high  time  to  fpeak  with  equal  plainnefs  j 
and  told  him,  as  the  fortune  I  brought 
fairly  entitled  me  to  ride  in  my  own 
coach,  and  as  I  was  feniible  his  circum- 
ftances  woirld  venr  well  afford  it,  he 
mull  pardon  me  if  I  infiftcd  on  a  pef- 
formance  of  his  agifement. 

I  appeal  to  you,  Mr.  Idler,  whether 
any  thing  could  be  more  civil,  more  com- 
plaifant,  than  this  ?  And  would  you  be- 
lieve it,  the  crjature,  in  return,  a  few 
days  after,  accofted  roe  in  an  offended 
tone,  with—*  Madam,  I  can  now  tell 

*  you  your  coach  is  ready;  and  fince 

*  you  are  fo  paflTionately  fond  of  one,  I 

*  fntend  you  the  honom*  of  keeping  a 

*  pair  or   horfes.    You  infilled  upon 

*  Living  an  article  of  )pm-itvoTvt>|>  -wA 
'  horfe&  are  no  part  o£  vk^  ^^;ct«mt.tiX% 
Bafe,  dehgnlng  wTetcb\— 1  >>^  "i^va^t 
pardon,  Mn  Idler,  tVwt  vt3r}  te6x^  q^^ 

I.  ^^^ 


to 
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fuch  mean,  uitfentleman-like  behaviour, 
fires  my  blood,  and  lights  up  a  flame 
within  me.  But  hence,  thou  worft  of 
monfters,  iil-timed  Rage,  and  let  me 
dot  fpoil  my  cauft  for  want  of  tem{)er. 

Now,  though  I  am  convinced  I  might 
make  a  worfe  ufe  of  part  of  the  pm- 
money,  than  by  extending  my  bounty 
towards  the  fupport*  of  fo  ufehil  a  part 
of  the  brute  creation;  yet,  like  a  true- 
born  Engliihwoman,  I  am  fo  tenacious 
of  my  rights  and  privileges,  and  more- 
(Dver  fo  0ood  a  friend  to  the  gentlemen 
jof  the  WW,  that  I  proteft,  Mr.  Idler, 
ibbner  than  tamely  give  up  the  point, 
and  be  quibbled  out  of  my  right,  I  will 
receive  my  pin-money,  as  it  were,-  with 
one  hand,  and  pav  it  to  them  with  the 
other)  provided  they  will  give  me,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  my  truftees, 
encouragement  to  commence  a  fuit 
againft  tin's  dear  frugal  hu(band  of  mine. 

And  of  this  I  can^t  have  the  lealt  (ha- 
dow  of  doubt,  inafmuch  as  I  have  been 
tdd  by  very  good  authority,  it  is  fome 


v^y  or  other  laid  down  aft  a  ruli 
«  ivbene<verxhthwdot\\fAVti 

*  to  one,  itgiveth  impliedly  ^ 
'  neceifary  for  the  taking  and* 

*  the  fame  •.*  NoW  I  woiil 
know  what  enjoyment  1,  or  an 
the  kingdom,  can  Ikave  of  a  coj 
out  horfes?  The  anfwer  is  o 
None  at  all!  For,  as  Serj.  Cat! 
wifely  obfervcs— *  Though  a  c 
'  wheels,  to  Ihc  end  it  may  the 

*  by  virtue  thereof  be  enabled 

*  yet  in  point  of  utility  it  rtia 

*  have  none,  if  they  are  not  pu 
'  tion  by  means  of  it's  vital  j>.i 

*  is,  the  horfes." 

And  therefore.  Sir,  I  blim' 
you  and  the  learned  in  the  lavi 
of  opinion,  that  two  cetiain 
or  quadruped  creatiu  es,  coitimc 
ed  or  known  by  the  name  of 
ought  to  be  annexed  to,  and  | 
with  the  coach. 

SUKEY  SaVBCH 


N«  LV.    SATURDAY,  MAY  5. 


TO  THE  IDLER. 
MR.  IDLIR, 

I  Have  taken  the  libeity  of  laying  be- 
fore vou  my  complaint,  and  oi  dc- 
■  firing  advice  or  confolution  with  tlie 
greater  confidence,  becaufe  I  believe 
many  other  writers  have  fuffered  the  fame 
indignities  with  myfelf,  and  hope  my 
quanel  will  be  regarded  by  you  and 
your  readers  as  the  common  caufe  of  li- 
.Ccraturc. 

.  Having  been  long  a  ftudent,  I  thought 
niy(elf  qualified  in  time  to  become  an 
author.  My  enquiries  have  been  much 
xiiverfitied  and  tar  extended,  and  not 
finding  my  senius  direfling  me  by  irre- 
fiib'ble  impuTfe  to  any  particular  i'ubje^>, 
I  deliberated  three  yrars  which  part  of 
knowledge  to  illu(trate  by  my  labours. 
Choice  is  more  often  determined  l)y  ac- 
cident than  by  reafon:  I  walked  abroad 
one  morning  with  a  curious  lady,  and 
by  her  enquiries  and  obf^rVations  was 
incited  to  write  the  natural  hiitory  of  the 
county  in  which  I  reiide. 
'  Natural  hiiiory  is  no  work  for  one  that 
Uvcf  his  chair  or  his  bed.    Speculation 


may  be  purfoed  on  a  foft  couch; 
ture  muft  be  obfcrved  in  the  op€ 
have  collefled  materials  with  im 
ble  |>ertinacity.  I  have  gathert 
Vvoims  in  the  evening,  and  fhai 
morning  J  I  have  fccn  the  daify  1 
open,  I  nave  heard  the  owl  (hne) 
night,  and  hunted  inCcSii  in  th< 
noon. 

Seven  years  I  was  employed 
lc6ling  animals  and  vegetables, ; 
found  that  my  defign  was  yet  in 
The  fubterranean  ti  eafures  of  t! 
had  been  paflTed  unobferved,  and 
year  was  to  be  Aient  in  rnine^  a 
pits.  What  I  had  already  dc 
plied  a  fufficicnt  motive  to  do  n 
acquainted  mylelf  with  the  bla< 
bitants  of  metallic  caverns, 
defiance  uf  damps  and  floods,  >a 
through  ilie  gloomy  labyrinths, 
thered  foffils  from  every  l^fTuie. 
At  laii  I  begavi.  to  v^iite,  ai 
flnifhcd  any  fe^non  of  my  book 
•  to  fuch  of  my  friends  as  were  m 
ful  in  the  n)alter  which  it  treatec 
of  tliem  were  latisfied;  one  difl 
difpofuion  of  the  parts,  another 


*  Coke  tA  LUtkum? 
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lourt  of  the  ftyle;  one  advifed  me  to  en - 
Iar;ge,  another  to  abridge.  I  refolved 
to  read  no  more^  bi|t  to  take  my  own 
way  and  write  on,  for  by  confultation  I 
ttily  perplexed  my  thoughts  and  re- 
tydcd  my  work. 

The  book  was  at  laft  finiflied,  and  I 
did  not  doobt  but  my  labour  would  be 
repaid  bv  profit,  and  my  ambition  (atis- 
fed  witD  honours.  I  confidered  that 
Naniral  Hiftory  is  neither  temporary 
nor  local,  and  that  though  I  limited  my 
caquiries  to  my  own  county,  yet  every 
pirt  of  the  earth  has  produAions  com- 
mon to  all  the  refl.  Civil  hiftory  may 
be  pamaliy  ftudied,  ihe  revolutions  of 
oae  nation  may  be  neglected  by  another, 
bnt  after  that  in  which  all  have  an  )nte- 
Rfti  all  mud  be  in(|uiritive.  No  man 
no  have  funk  fo  far  mto  ftupidity  as  not 
to  confider  the  properties  of  the  ground 
on  which  he  walks,  of  the  plants  on 
which  he  feeds,  or  the  animals  that  de- 
light his  ear  or  unufe  his  eye}  and  there- 
fort  I  computed  that  univerial  curiofity 
would  call  for  many  editions  of  my 
hook,  and  that  in  Ave  years  I  (hould  g.iin 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds  by  the  fale  of 
thirty  thou(and  copies. 

\Vben  I  began  to  write  I  infured  the 
houCt,  and  fuf^red  the  utmoft  fblicitude 
when  I  entriifted  my  book  to  the  carrier, 
though  I  had  fecui-ed  it  againft  mif- 
chances  by  lodging  two  tranfcripts  in 
different  places.  At  my  arrival,  I  ex- 
peAed  that  the  patrons  of  learning  would 
Contend  for  the  honour  of  a  dedication, 
and  reJblveO  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
Inreis,  by  a  haughty  contempt  of  pecu- 
niary folic  iLitions. 

I  took  lodgings  near  thehoufi:  of  the 
Royal  Socibty,  and  expelled  every 
morning  a  viht  from  the  prefident.  I 
Wdlke^l  in  the  Park,  and  wondered  that 
I  overheard  no  mention  of  the  great  Na- 
luialilK  At  lajl  I  vifited  a  noble  earl, 
^nd  told  him  of  ray  work;  heanfwered, 
that  he  wus  under  an  engagement  never 
to  luhicribe.  I  was  angry  to  have  that 
refui'cd  which  I  did  not  mean  toaflc,  and 
concealed  my  defign  of  making  him  im-  . 
mortal.  I  went  next  day  to  another, 
and,  in  refentment  of  my  late  affront, 
offered  to  prefix  his  name  to  my  new  . 
honk.  He  faiil,  coldly,  that  be  did  not. 
und^rfiand  tbvft  tbiHgt\  another  thought 


there  ivere  too  moftf  booh;  and  another 
would  talk  iMtb  me  ivben  tbe  races 
njuere  vuer. 

Being  amazed  to  find  a  man  of  leam« 
ing  fo  indecently  flighted,  1  refolved  to 
indulge  the  philo(bphical  prid^  of  retirp* 
nient  and  independence.  I  then  fent  to 
fome  of  the  principal  bookfellers  tbe  plan 
of  my  book,  and  befpoke  a  laree  rooni 
in  the  next  tavern,  that  I  might  more 
coromodioufly  fee  them  togeroer,  an^ 
enjoy  the  contefl,  while  they  were  out* 
bidiiing  one  another.  I  drank  my  cof- 
fee, and  yet  nobody  was  come;  at  lafl 
I  received  a  note  from  one,  to  tell  me, 
that  he  was  going  out  of  town^  and 
from  another,  that  Natural  Hiftory  was 
out  of  his  way;  at  lafl  there  came  |i 
grave  man,  who  defired  to  fee  the  work» 
and,  without  opening  it,  told  me,  that  a 
book  of  that  fize  ivould  never  do. 

I  then  condefcended  to  flep  into  fhoptf 
and  mention  my  work  to  the  maflm. 
Some  never  dealt  with  authors ;  othera 
had  their  hands  full;  fome  never  had 
known  fuch  a  dead  time;  others  had  loft 
by  all  that  they  had  publifhed  for  the  lafl 
twelvemonth.  One  offered  to  print  injr 
work,  if  I  could  procure  fubteriptions 
for  five  hundred,  and  would  allow  me 
two  hundred  copies  for  my  property.  I 
loft  my  patience,  and  gave  him  a  kick« 
for  which  he  has  indi^led  me. 

I  can  eafdy  perceive,  that  there  is  » 
combination  among  them  to  defeat  my 
expeftations;  and  I  find  it  fo  gencTiC 
that  I  am  fure  it  mutt  have  been  long 
concerted.  I  fuppofe  fome  of  my  friends, 
to  whom  I  read  the  firft  part,  gave  notice 
of  my  defign,  and,  perhaps,  fold  the 
treacherous  intelligence  at  a  higher  price 
than  the  fraud ulence  of  trade  will  now 
allow  me  for  my  book. 

Inform  me,  Mr.  Idler,  what  I  muft 
do;  where  muft  knowledge  and  in« 
duftry  find  their  reconipciice,  thus  neg- 
leAed  by  the  high^  aiid  cheated  by  toe 
low?  I  f^inetimet  refolve  to  print  my 
book  at  my  own  expence,  and,  like  the 
Sibyl,  double  the  price;  and  fometimet 
am  tempted,  in  emulation  of  Kaleigh» 
to  thrQw  it  into  the  fire,  and  leave  this 
fordid  veneration  to  the  curies  of  pofte* 
.  rity.  Tell  mei  dear  Idler,  what  I  fhall 
do. 

J  ami  Sir,  Sec. 
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N«LVI.     SATURDAY,  MAY  i2- 


THERE  it  Aich  difFeiTnce  be* 
tween  the  purluits  of  men,  that 
onie  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  great 
city  five*  to  little  other  purpofe  than  to 
«Dnder  at  the  reft*  Some  have  hope^ 
^nd  fcsMTS*  wiflies  »nd  averfions,  which 
never  enter  into  the  thoughts  of  others, 
^  enquiry  is  laboriouQy  ej^erted  to 
gain  that  which  thofe  who  poflefs  it  are 
ready  to  throw  away. 

To  thofe  who  arc  accullomcd  to  value 
every  thing  by  it's  ufc,  and  have  no 
fuch  fuperiluity  of  time  or  money  as 
may  prompt  them  to  unnatural  wanes  or 
capriciops  emgla  ionS|  nothing  appears 
piore  improbable  or  extravagant  than 
the  love  of  curiofities,  or  that  defire  of 
jiccumulating    trifles,     which    diftini- 

Suiflies  many  by  whom  no  other  di- 
inilion  could  have  ever  been  obtained. 
He  that  has  lived  without  knowing 
fp  what  height  dcfire  may  be  raifed  by 
vanity,  vritb  what  rapture  baubles  are 
fnatcned  out  of  the  hands  of  rival  col- 
lectors, how  the  eagernefs  of  one  raifes 
^ilgernefs  in  another,  and  one  wor^hlefs 
purchafe  makes  afecond  neceflary,  may, 
by  pafling  a  few  hours  at  an  au^ion, 
learn  more  than  can  be  ihewn  by  many 
volumes  of  ipaxims  or  efTays. 

The  advertifement  of  a  fale  is  a  fig- 
pal  whieh  at  once  puts  a  thoufaiid 
hearts  in  motion,  and  brings  contenders 
from  every  part  to  the  fceneof  diftribu- 
tion.  He  that  had  refolved  to  buy  no 
jnore,  feels  his  cpnftancyfubdued;  there 
is  now  fomethingin  the  catalogue  which 
completes  his  cabinet,  and  wiiich  he 
m^  nev^  befqre  able  to  find.  He 
vrhofe  fober  reflections  inform  him,  that 
of  adding  coUeClipn  to  polle£tion  there 
is  no  endf  and  that  jt  is  wife  to  leave 
.early  tMt  Y'hich  muft  be  left  imperfeft 
at  bft,  yft  cannot  with-Md  nimfelf 
from  coming  to  fee  whs^t  it  is  that  bringrs 
fopc^nj  togeth^f  an4  when  he  (omes  is 
foon  overpowered  by  his  habitual  paf* 
jion^  he  )}  a^tra^ed  by  rarity^  (educed 
by  examplej  and  inflamed  by  eompeti^r 
tido. 

While  the  ftoret  of  pride  and  happi- 
liefs  are  furveyed,  one  looks  with  long- 
ing eyes  and  gloomy  countenance  on 
jidt  whigh  he  (idpam  to  gain  from  « 


richer  bidder}  another  keeps 
with  care  from  fettling  too  long 
which  he  moll  eirndlTy  defiress ; 
other,  with  more  art  than  vinue, 
ciates  that  which  he  values  moit, 
to  have  it  at  an  eaiy  rate. 

The  novice  is  often  furpriaec 
what  minute  and  unimportant  d 
nations  increase  or  diminish  valu 
irregular  contortion  of  a  tui 
(hell,  which  common  eyes  paf 
garded,  will  ten  times  treble  it 
m  the  imagination  of  philo: 
Beauty  is  far  from  operating  uj 
leClors  as  lipon  low  and  vulgar 
even  where  beauty  might  be  thoi 
only  quality  that  could  deferve 
Among  the  fliells  that  pleafe  j 
variety  of  colours,  if  one  can  fa 
accidentally  deformed  by  a  clou 
it  is  boa  (led  as  the  pride  pf  the 
tion.  China  is  fometimes  purcl 
little  lefs  than  it's  weight  in  gol 
becaufe  it  is  old,  though  neit 
brittle,  nor  better  painted  than 
dernj  and  hi  own  phina  is  cai 
with  extafy,  tlioiigh  no  reafon 
in.agined  for  which  it  fliould 
ferred  tp  common  ve/Tels  of  < 
dav . 

The  fate  of  prints  and  coins  is 
inexplicable.  Some  prints  are  t 
up  as  inellimably  valuable,  bee 
iinpreflion  was  made  before  the  \ 
finiflied.  Of  coins  the  price 
from  the  purity  of  the  metal,  tli 
lence  of  the  legend,  or  the  chr< 
Calnfe.  A  piece,  of  which  nei 
infcription  can  be  re;id,  nor  the 
ftinguifhed,  if  there  remain  of 
enough  to  fhew  that  it  is  rare, 
fought  by  contending  nations,  s 
nify  the  treafpry  in  which  it 
Ihown. 

Whether  this  curiofity,  fo  b 
immediate  advantage,  and  fo  1 
depravation,  does  more  harm  < 
is  not  cafily  decided.  If  s  harr 
parent  ^t  the  firft  view.  It  fills  t 
with  trifling  ambition ;  fixes  th 
tion  upon  things  which  have  felt 
tendency  towards  virtue  or 
employs  in  idle  inquiries  the  t 
is  giftn  for  better  ^urpofes^  at 
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dds  in  mean  and  dlftioneft  practices 
m\Kii  dcfire  increafet  by  indulf^cnce  be- 
yond the  power  of  honcll  gratification. 
Thefe  are  the  eJFe£ls  of  curiofity  in 
cicefs;  but  what  paifion  in  excefs  will 
wt  become  vicious?  All  indifferent  qua- 
Ines  and  practices  are  bad  if  they  are 
cmpored  with   tbofe  which  are  good, 
and  good  if  they  are  oppofed  to  tliofe 
ibt  are  bad.     The  pride  or  the  pleafure 
cf  making  colIeAiont,  if  it  be  reftrained 
Vv  pnidence  and  morality,  produces  a 
peifing  remiflion  after  more  laborious 
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(Indies;  fumifties  an  amulement  not 
wholly  unprofitable  for  that  part  of  life, 
the  greater  part  of  many  lives,  which 
would  otherwife  be  loft  in  jdleoefs  or 
vices  it  produces  an  ufcful  tralfick  be- 
tween the  induflry  of  indigence  and  the 
curiofity  of  wealth ;  it  brings  many  things 
to  notice  that  would  be  neglcAed;  and 
bv  fixing  the  thoughts  upon  intellefhial 
pleafures,  refifts  the  fvitural  encroach* 
ments  of  fenfuality,  and  maintains  the 
mind  in  her  lawful  fuperioiity. 


N«  LVII.    SATURDAY,  MAY  19. 


PRUDENCE  is  of  more  fi-equent 
ufe  than  any  other  intelle£\ual  qua- 
Kty;  it  is  exerted  on  flight  occafions, 
uii  called  into  a£l  by  the  curfory  bufi- 
Kfi  of  conunon  life* 
I  Whatever  is  univerfallv  neceffary,  has 
ken  granted  to  mankind  on  eafy  terms. 
Pnidaice,  as  it  is  always  wanted,  is 
^thout  great  difficulty  obtained.  It 
nqw'res  neither  extenfive  view  nor  pro- 
fbuml  learch,  but  forces  itfelf,  by  fpon- 
ttatQxn  impulfe,  U|>on  a  mind  neither 
gitat  nor  bufy,  neither  engroffed  by  vaft 
dciigns  nor  difbaAed  by  multiplicity  of 
tttention. 

Pnidence  operates  on  life  in  the  fame 
nasDer  as  rules  on  coinpofition;  it  pro- 
docit  vigilance  rather  than  elevation, 
nther  prevents  lofs  than  procures  ad- 
nntage;  and  often  efcapes  mifcarriages, 
Init  feldom  reaches  either  power  or  ho- 
nour. It  quenches  that  ardour  of  en- 
tcfprize,  by  which  every  thing  is  done 
tliatcan  claim  praife  or  admiration;  and 
tMeflet  that  generous  temerity  which 
wen  fails  and  often  fucceeds.  Rules 
niy  obviate  faults,  but  can  never  con- 
ftt  beauties^  and  Prudence  keeps  life 
fife,  bot  does  not  often  make  it  happy. 
1*he  world  is  not  amazed  with  prodi- 
{ies  of  excellence,  but  when  wit  tram- 
ples upon  rules,  and  magnanimity  breaks 
tbe  chains  of  prudence* 

One  of  the  mofl  prudent  of  all  that 
luive  fallen  within  my  obfervation,  is 
my  old  companion  Sophroiiy  who  has 
paflfed  through  the  world  in  quiet,  by 
perpetual  adherence  to  a  few  plain 
nuxims,  and  wonders  how  contention 
Md  diibefs  can  fo  often  happen. 

Tb#  BritpnncipJe  of  Sophivn  it  to 
mMfJhagrdf,   Though  he  hvcs  mo* 


ney,  he  is  of  opinion^  that  frugality  it 
a  more  certain  fouree  of  riches  than  in- 
dutlry.  It  is  to  no  purpofe  that  any 
profpefl  of  large  profit  is  let  before  him; 
he  believes  little  about  futurity,  and  dots 
not  love  to  tr\A\  his  money  out  of  his 
fight,  for  nobody  knows  what  may  hap* 
pen.  He  has  a  fmall  efbte,  which  he 
lets  at  the  old  rent,  becaufe  it  is  hitter 
to  have  a  little  than  nothing  i  but  he  ri- 
goroully  demands  payment  on  the  fbted 
day,  for  be  that  cannot  fay  one  quarter 
cannot  pay  two.  If  he  is  told  of  any 
improvements  in  agriculture,  he  likes 
the  old  way,  has  ofailerved  that  changes 
very  fcldom  anfwer  cxpeftation,  is  of 
opinion  that  our  forefathers  knew  how  to 
till  the  ground  as  well  as  we;  and  con* 
eludes  with  an  argument  that  nothing 
can  overpower,  that  the  expence  of 
planting  and  fencing  is  immediate,  and 
the  advantage  diftant,  and  that  he  is  no 
nvife  man  who  nvill  quit  a  certainty  for 
an  uncertainty. 

Another  of  Sophron^s  rules  is,  to 
mnd  no  hufinefi  hut  his  ovn.  In  the 
Itate  he  is  of  no  party ;  but  hears  and 
fpeaks  of  public  affairs  with  the  fame 
coldnefs  as  of  the  adminifiration  of  fome 
ancient  republic.  If  any  flagrant  a£t  of 
fraud  or  oppreflion  is  mentioned,  he 
hopes  that  all  is  mt  true  that  is  toU:  if 
mifconduft  or  corruption  puts  the  na« 
tion  in  a  flame,  he  hopes  that  e*uefy  man 
means  ivell.  At  eleaions  he  leaves  his 
dependents  to  their  own  choice,  and  de- 
clines to  vote  himfelf,  for  every  candi* 
date  ib  a  good  man,  whom  he  is  unwilU 
ing  to  oppofe  or  ofliend. 

If  difputes  ha^n  ait\otv^Vv\%  tvt\^. 
hours,   tie  obCervct  ^ti  \wNm?y^!&  'axA 
cold  nculnAVty.    Hm  ^tk^^aoXvc^  Va^ 
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gained  him  the  reputation  of  bonefty, 
anil  liis  ciiition  that  of  wifJomi  and  few 
wouhl  rcfufc  to  refer  their  claims  to  his 
i'.vard.  He;night  have  prevented  many 
cxpcoiivc  law-iutCs*  and  quenched  many 
a  tend  in  it^s  firll  fmoice,  but  always 
refuibs  thf  office  of  arhiU'^tion,  becauQr 
be  muft  (Ucide  againll  one  or  the  other .^ 

Wkh  the  aifdirs  of  other  families  he 
is  alvvayi  unacousinted.  He  lees  eftates 
bought  and  ibid,  fqqandered  ai>4  in- 
crcafed,  without  praifme  the  csconoipift^ 
©r  cenfuring  the  I^ndthrift.  He  never 
courts  the  rifmg,  le(t  they  fhould  fall; 
nor  infuhs  the  fallen,  left  they  (hould 
rife  again.  His  caution  has  the  appear- 
ance of  virtue,  and  at!  who  do  not  want 
his  help  praife  his  benevolence;  but  if 
any  man  fulicits  his  affiftsmGe,  he  has 
juli  fent  away  all  his  money;  and  when 
the  petitioner  is  gone,  declares  to  his 
family  that  he  is  foiry  for  his  misfor- 
tunes, has  always  looked  upon  him  with 
particular  kindncfs,  and  therefore  could 
not  lend  him  money,  left  he  ftiould  de- 
ftroy  their  friendfhip  by  the  necefTuy  of 
enforcing  payment. 

Of  domeftic  misfortunes  he  has  never 
beard.  When  he  is  told  the  hundredth 
time  of  a  gentleman^s  daughter  who  has 
married  the  coachman,  he  lifts  up  his 
bands  with  aftoniftiment,  for  he  always 
thought  her  a  very  fober  gii  1.  When 
nuptial  quarrels,  after  having  filled  the 
country  with  talk  and  laughter,  at  laft 
end  in  feparation,  he  never  can  conceive 
how  it  happened,  for  he  loo^^ed  upon 
them  as  a  happy  couple. 

If  his  advice  is  aiked,  he  never  gives 


any  particular  dire^km,  Jtfca 
are  uncertain^  an<4  ht:  will 
blame  upon  himfclf{  but  be 
confulter  tenderly  by  the  hsind 
be  makes  l^f  ca&  hin  ownt  u 
him  not  to  a^t  raflily*  but  to 
reafont  on  both  fides;  obfen 
man  mt^y  be  as  .^fdy.  tpo  hal 
flow,  and  that  as  many  fail 
too  much  as  too  little ;  that  a 
has  two  iftrj  and^finHf  tougiu \ 
UttUfaid  h/ooH  amindeJi  thai 
tell  him  this  and  that,  but  th: 
every  man  is  the  beft  judge  ol 
affairs. 

With  this  fome  are  fatisfier 
home  with  great  revei-ence  of 
wifdom;  and  none  are  ofFende 
every  one  is  left  in  full  pofleil 
own  opinion. 

Sophron  gives  no  charaAc 
equally  vain  to  tell  him  of  vie 
tue,  for  he  has  remarked  tha 
likes  to  be  c^mfured,  and  thai 
^'e  delighted  with  the  praifi 
other.  He  has  a  few  terms 
ufes  to  all  alike.  With  refpe 
tune,  he  believes  every  famil] 
good  circumftances ;  he  never 
underftanding  by  lavifh  prai 
meets  with  none  but  very  fer 
pie.  Every  man  is  honeft  ar 
and  every  woman  is  a  good  ci 

Thus  Sophron  creeps  a  Ion; 
loved  nor  hated,  neither  favt 
oppofed:  he  has  never  attem|>u 
rich,  for  fear  of  growing  (kjoi 
.raifed  no  friends,  for  tear  o 
enemies. 


N^  LVIIL    SATURDAY,  MAY  26. 


PLEASURE  Is  very  feldpm  found 
where  it  is  fought.  Our  brighteft 
lilazcs  of  gladnefs  are  commonly  kindled 
|)y  unexpeAed  fparks.  The  flowers 
which  fcatter  their  odours  from  tiine  to 
time  in  the  paths  of  life,  grow  up  with- 
out culture  from  ieeds  fcattercd  hy  . 
diance. 

Nothing  is  more  hopelefs  than  a 
ichcmc  of  merriment.  Wits  and  hg- 
moui  ifts  are  brought  together  from  dif- 
rmt  qiiartiTs  by  preconcerted  invita- 
tion« ;  they  come  attended  by  their  ad- 
aurer^  prepared  to  laugh  and  to  applaud : 
ifwyfr^fLA-whUeoTi  each  orhi;r,  afliamed 
iob€  iilent^  Mad^fi'did  to  ijicakj  every 


man  is  difcontented  with  himf 
angry  with  thofe  that  give  I 
and  refolves  that  he  will  conti 
thing  to  the  merriment  of  fu< 
lefs  company.  Wine  iniflami 
neral  malignity,  and  changes 
to  petulance,  till  at  laft  none 
any  longer  the  prefeace  of 
They  retire  to  vent  theii*  indi| 
fafer  plaqes,  where  they  are  h 
attention ;  )heir  importance  is 
they  recover  their  good  hun 
gladden  the  night  widi  wit  : 
larity. 

Merriment  is  always  the  e 
fttddeo  imprcSTioa.    TYk«  *^«^ 
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if  already  deftrojtd.  The 
re  ima^ihiiiion  will  lie  fbnie- 
nd  under  the  frigid  influence 
iholy^  and  fomtftimes  occafions 
inting  to  tempt  the  mind,  hoNKr- 
lUf  to  Tallies  and  excurfions. 
nras  ever  laid  with  uncommon 
but  by  the  co-operation  of 
ind,  therefore,  wit  as  well  as 
:\\\  he  content  to  fliare  it's  ho- 
h  fortune. 

ler  plenfiires  are  equal!/  un- 
le  general  remedy  of  uneafincfs 
of  place;  almoil  ever)'  One  has 
nev  of  pleafure  in  his  mind, 
:h  he  flatters  his  expectation, 
ravels  in  theory  has  no  incon- 

he  has  fhade  and  fuhfliine  at 
fal,  and  wherever  he  alights 
es  of  pleniy  and  looks  of  gaie- 
fe  ideas  are  indulged  till  the 
rparture  arrives,  the  chaife  is 
nd  the  progrefs  of  happinefs 

miles  teach  him  the  falhdes  of 
on.  The  road  is  dufly,  the 
ry,  the  horles  arfc  fluggifh,  and 
on  brutal.  He  longs  for  the 
linner,  that  he  may  eat  and 
le  inn  is  crotidcd,  his  orders 
fted,  and  nothing  remains  but 
levour  in  hafle  what  the  coolc 
id,  and  drive  on  in  qiieft  of 
ertainment.  He  finds  at  night 
:dmn]odIous  houfe,   but   the 


befl  ts  al^ys  worfe  than  he  expeft- 
ed. 

He  at  hfl  enters  hlK  native  proviticf» 
and  refolves  to  feafl  his  mind  with  thfe 
converiation  of  his  old  frienili:,  and  the 
recollcftion  of  juvenile  frolicks.  He 
flops  at  the  houfe  of  his  friend,  whotti 
he  defigns  to  overpower  with  pleafnit 
by  the  unexjieAed  interview.  He  is  not 
known  till  he  tells  his  name,  and  re- 
vives the  memory  of  himfelf  by  a  m- 
dual  explanation.  He  is  then  coldly 
received,  and  ceremonioufly  feafted. 
He  haflesaway  to  another,  Whom  hit 
affairs  have  called  to  a  diflant  place,  and 
having  feen  the  empty  houfe,  goes  awa^ 
difgulted,  by  a  difappointment  whicn 
could  not  be  intended  becaufe  it  could 
hot  be  forefeet).  At  the  kiext  houib  ht 
finds  ever)'  face  clouded  with  tnisfcr- 
tune,  and  is  regarded  ikrith  malevolence 
as  an  unreafonable  intruder,  who  comet 
not  to  viflt  but  to  infult  them. 

It  is  feldom  that  we  find  either  men 
br  places  fuch  as  we  if5tpe€t  them.  He 
that  has  piAured  a  profpe^  upon  his 
fanc'y,  will  receive  little  pleafure  from 
his  eyes  I  he  that  has  anticipated  the 
converfation  of  a  wit,  will  wonder  to 
what  prejudice  he  owes  his  reputation. 
Yet  it  is  neccflary  to  hope,  though  hope 
fhould  always  be  deluded;  for  hope  it- 
felf  is  happinefs,  and  it'*s  fruftrations,' 
Jiowever  frequent,  are  yet  lefs  dreadful 
than  if  s  extinSlion« 
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common  enjoyments  of  life, 
nnot  ver>'  liberally  in<lulge  the 
our,  but  by  ai^ticipating  pait 
afure  which  might  have  reliev- 
ioufhefs  of  another  day;  and 
iimon  exertion  of  ftrength,  or 
ice  in  labour,  is  fucceeded  by 
terval  of  languor  and  weari- 
'hatever  advantage  we  fnatch 
le  certain  portion  ailntfcd  us 
,  is  like  mor»ey  fpcnt  before 
which  at  the  time  of  regular 
uviir  be  miffed  and  regretted, 
like  all  other  things  Which  are 
to  give  or  fo  encreafe  happi- 
fpenfed  with  the  fame  equality 
tion.  He  that  Is  loudly  praifed 
lamoroufly  cenfureiij  he  that 
y  Into  fame  Will  be  in  danger 
Caddmtly  into  ablMatii 


Of  manv  writers  whd  filled  their  agt 
with  vvunder,  and  who(b  names  we  fii^ 
celebrated  in  the  books  bf  their  con  tern -^ 
poraries,  the  Works  are  now  no  longct 
to  be  feen,  or  are  ften  only  ainidft  the 
lumber  of  libraries  which  are  fcildoni 
vifited,  where  they  He  only  to  fliew  th6 
deceitfulnefs  of  hope,  and  theunifertainty 
of  honour. 

Of  the  decline  of  reputation  many 
caul'cs  mly  be  afllgned.  It  is  tommonly 
loft  bfcaufe  it  never  was  deferved  5  and 
was  confeiTed  at  fiift,  not  by  the  fof- 
frage  of  criticifm,  bift  by  the  fondheft 
of  fricndfliip,  or  fcrvility  of  flarlcry. 
The  great  and  popular  irts  veiy  freely 
applauded,  but  all  foon  gniW  w^y  of 
echoing  to tach  olbeT  ^  xairtit''^\^\ox 
no  other  daim  to  tvouct^  VjmV^IX  Yi»w^ 
mouth*  *rt  pnmo«tvc\t^^\\^^tkT%^ 


S6 


THE    IDLER. 


But  many  have  loft  the  final  reward 
of  their  labours,  becaui'e  they  were  too 
hatty  to  enjoy  it.  They  have  laid  hold 
<m  recent  occurrences,  and  eminent 
names,  and  delighted  their  readers  with 
allufions  and  remarks,  in  which  all 
were  interefted,  and  to  which  all  there- 
fore  were  attentive.  But  the  effect  ceafed 
with  it*s  caufe;  the  time  quickly  came 
when  new  events  drove  the  former  from 
memory,  when  the  viciiT.tudes  of  the 
world  brought  new  hopes  and  fears, 
transferred  the  love  and  hatred  of  the 
public  to  other  agents,  and  the  writer, 
whofe  works  were  no  longer  aflifted  by 
gntitude  or  refentment,  was  left  to  the 
cold  regard  of  idle  curiofity. 

He  that  writes  upon  general  princi- 

Cety  or  delivers  univerfd  truths,  may 
>pe  to  be  often  read,  becaufe  his  work 
will  be  equally  ufeful  at  all  times  and 
in  every  country^  but  he  cannot  expert 
it  to  b«  received  with  eagemefs,  or  to 
fpftad  with  rapidity,  becaufe  defire  can 
have  no  particular  ftimulation ;  that 
which  is  to  be  loved  long  muft  be  loved 
With  reafon  rather  tlian  with  paflion.  He 


that  lays  out  his  1aboiir»upon  temporary 
fubjefls,  eafily  finds  readers,  and  quick- 
ly lofes  them;  for  what  (hould  make  the 
book  valued  when  it*s  fubjefl  is  no 
more? 

Thefe  obiervations  will  (hew  the  rear 
fon  why  the  poem  of  Hudihras  is  almuft 
forgotten,  however  embcllidied  with  fen- 
timents  and  dlverfified  witli  aliuHons^ 
however  bright  with  wit,  and  however 
folid  with  truth.  The  hypocrify  which 
it  detefled,  and  the  folly  which  it  ridi- 
culed, have  long  vani(hed  from  public 
notice.  Thole  who  had  felt  the  mifchief 
of  difcord,  and  the  tyranny  of  ufurpa- 
tion,  read  it  with  rapture,  for  every  line  " 
brought  back  to  memory  fomeihing 
known,  and  gratified  refentment,  by  the  ^ 
juft  cenfure  of  fomething  hated.  But  the 
book  which  was  once  quoted  by  princes^ 
and  which  fupplied  converfation  to  all 
the  aiTeniblies  of  the  gay  and  witty,  i« 
now  feldom  mentioned,  and  even  by 
thofe  that  affe^l  to  mention  it,  is  feldom 
read.  So  vainly  is  wit  lavifhed  upon 
fugitive  topics,  fo  little  can  architeflure- 
(ecure  duration  when  thegiound  isfalie. 
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CRITICISM  isaftudybywhich 
men  grow  impoitant  and  formida- 
ble at  very  fmall  expcnce.  The  power 
of  invention  has  been  conferred  by  Na- 
ture upon  few,  and  the  labour  of  learn- 
ing thofe  fciences  which  may  by  mere 
labour  be  obtainod  is  too  great  to  be 
willingly  endured;  but  every  man  can 
cxeit  i'uch  judgment  as  he  has  upon  the 
works  of  others;  and  he  whom  Nature 
has  made  weak,  and  Idlenefs  keeps  ig- 
norant, may  yet  fupport  his  vanity  by 
ihe  name  of  a  Critick. 

I  hope  it  will  give  comfort  to  great 
numbers  who  are  pafling  through  the 
world  in  obfcurity,  when  I  inform  them 
how  eafily  diftinftion  may  be  obtained. 
All  the  other  powers  of  literature  are 
coy  and  haughty,  they  mull  be  long 
courted^  and  atlall  are  not  always  gain- 
ed; but  Criticifm  is  a  goddefs  eafy  of  ac- 
cefs  «nd  forward  of  advance,  who  will 
meet  the  flow,  and  encourage  the  timo- 
rous; the  want  of  meaning  fhe  fupplies 
with  words,  and  the  want  of  fpirit  fhe 
recompenres  with  mahgnitym 
TTtiM  profeffion  has  one  recommenda- 
ium  peculiar  toitfklf,  that  it  givcf  vent 


to  malignity  without  real  mifchief.  No 
genius  was  ever  blafVed  by  the  breath  of 
criticks.  The  poi  fon  which,  if  confin- 
ed, would  have  burtl  the  heart,  fumea 
away  in  empty  hiflfes,  and  malice  is  fet 
at  eafe  with  very  little  danger  to  merit. 
The  critick  is  ine  only  man  whofe  tri- 
umph is  without  another^s  pain,  and 
whofe  greatnefs  does  not  rife  upon  an«- 
other*s  ruin. 

To  a  fludy  at  once  fb  cafy  and  fo  re- 
putable, fo  malicious  and  fo  harmleis, 
it  cannot  be  neceffary  to  invite  my  read- 
ers by  a  long  or  laboured  exhortation} 
it  is  fufHcient,  fince  all  would  be  ^i-* 
tricks  if  they  could,  to  fhewbyoneemi* 
nent  example  that  all  can  be  criticks  if 
they  will. 

Dick  Minim,  after  the  common  courfc 
of  puerile  ftudles>  in  which  he  was  no 
great  proficient,  was  put  apprentice  to  a 
brewer,  with  whom  he  had  lived  two 
years,  when  his  uncle  died  in  the  city, 
and  left  him  8  large  fortune  in  the  flocks^ 
Dick  had  for  fix  months  before  ufed  the 
company  of  the  lower  players,  of  whom 
be  had  learned  loCcoxtv  ^XT%!\<t^  -uAl^- 
iDg  now  ^i  UViect^i^Xio  ^ndfinm  ^\^  ^b»^\a^ 
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d  to  be  a  man  of  wit  and  hu- 
That  he  might  be  propeily  ml- 
li*-  new  chira^^cr,  he  frcqitcni- 
jrfet:- houles  r.t:ir  the  thtats t<, 
liiter.e:!  very  diligciitjy,  d:iy 
to  I'wtikc  who  taikcxi  i.t'  i:in- 
1  icntin>t!its,  and  unities  and 
,ec,  nil  hy  llow  dejjtces  he  be- 
lii'ifw  V:-\l  he  underllood  loinc- 
h?  ftage,  and  hoped  in  time  to 
:lf. 

il'A  not  traft  fo  much  to  na- 
city,  as  wholly  to  neglefl  the 
okv.  Wficn  the  theatres  were 
r.:i!red  to  Richmond  wi'.h  a 
:  wriici?,  whole  opinions  he 
upon  h:s  memory  by  unwea- 
encc;  and,  when  he  retnri  ed 
r  wits  to  the  town,  w^i  able 
very  proper  pI'-raR-*,  tluii  the 
r.els  of  art  is  to  cjpy  nature j 
fv'6l  wii:cr  is  no?  tt;  he  e;:pcct- 
ife  genius  decays  :»s  ju.lgment 
t!iat  [he  great  .irt  is  tlie  art  of 
an  1  that,  according  to  the 
Eorac?,  eveiy  piece  fhoulJ  be 
years. 

great  authors  I.e now  began  to 
c  cli'-. .I'.'.i  IS,  layinc.-  down  as 
ia;  .'cfriiv-v,  th.it' r.  1 1  hu  \  bcau- 
:ffc^l*>.  His  i.'j  iniu  t  '.V.I?,  that 
re,  comr.ii'tn:;,  h!:n:\ if  wholly 
puhe  of  nau:rc,  wanic«l  that 
s  which  liarning  would  have 
;  an  J  th?.i  Jon'on,  trultinjjto 
did  not  f;i:i'.cicnily  cait  his 
fure.  He  bj..:ncd  the  Stanza 
.  and  could  n  -t  hear  tl'.e  Hex- 
Sidr.fy.  Dcnham  :nul  W'al 
the  firll  rtfonneii  ci  Kn^iilh 
and  thought  ihnt  if  \V;tlltr 
foblamcd  Tin-  ibrn^thol  l)en- 
>;;iiha'n  :hf  Ia-s  tiicis  of  WaU 
had  bi-cn  nothin^.^  wanting  to 
a  poer.  Hr  otien  txpirircd 
ileration  of  D:■\dv:n'^  poverty, 
ndignaiion  at  the  age  which 
m  to  wiite  fur  hrtjdj  he  w- 
h  raptviie  th-  tii  ft  lines  of  All 
but  wondered  at  the  con  up- 
le  which  could  bear  any  thing 
"al  a<  rhyming  trag-Mies.  In 
found  uncommon  po\.\vrs  of 
e  pallions,  but  was  diigufted 
cral  negltL^ence,  and  bianied 
hiking  a  confpirator  his  hero; 
-  concluded  his  difquifitio.], 
emarking  how  happily  i:;e 
ic  clock  is  made  to  a/arm  i  ho 
Southern  would  have  been 


his  favourite,  but  that  he  mixes  comicJc 
with  tragick  fcenc?,  inlerctpis  the  na. 
tun!  courfe  I  f  the  pnfTions,  and  H:!s't»e 
m.ind  wirh  a  wild  c.jr.  fusion  of  niii  ih  and 
melanchol).  TU  vcrfification  ofl^ovve 
he  thought  too  mctoJious  for  the  ftage, 
and  too  iit'lt-  v:iritd  in  ditfcuntpafficns. 
He  mr.ic  it  the  great  fanit  of  Congicvp, 
that  all  hi^  perfon>  wcr^  wjis,  and  th^it 
he  always  wrote  with  n-ore  art  than  na- 
ture. He  CiTlidcrcd  Cito  rather  as  a 
poem  than  a  play,  and^llovve  \  Adtlifcn 
lo  be  the  complete  mafUr  of  iiUcgory  and 
grave  humour,  but  paid  no  great  defe- 
rence to  him  as  a  criiick.  He  thought 
the  chief  merit  of  Prior  wai  in  his  eafy 
tales  and  lighter  pocm<,  though  he  al- 
lowed that  his  Solomon  had  many  noble 
fcntiments  elt-gantly  cxprelfed.  In  Swift 
hedifcoverid  an  inimitable  vcinof  uony, 
;md  an  eafineri  v/hich  all  Wv;uld  hr^ie 
and  few  would  at t  tin.  P.  pe  i  c  was 
inclined  to  degiadi-  fiom  a  poei  t.^  a  vcr- 
fifier,  and  thov:ght  his  numhcrs  rather 
lufcious  than  fw.ct.  He  often  lamented 
the  r.cgleft  of  Plia?.lra  and  Hipi)olitu<«, 
and  wifhi'd  to  Ice  the  ftage  under  better 
regulations. 

Tilde  alVertionspufftd  commonly  un- 
contradicted; and  if  now  and  then  an 
cpjwncnt  llarttd  up,  he  wascpiickiy  re- 
pr«.ired  by  the  fuflfiages  of  the  company, 
aii.l  Minim  went  away  from  eveiy  diV- 
pute  with  elation  of  heart  and  increale 
of  conHdence. 

He  now  gi-ew  confcious  of  his  abili- 
ties, and  began  to  talk  of  the  prtlent 
jtate  of  drama  tick  poetry;  wondered 
Ml  list  was  become  of  the  comick  gi  nius 
which  fupplieil  our  anceftors  with  wit 
and  pleaiantrv,  and  why  no  writercould 
be  lound  thaiilurlt  now  venture  heyoud 
a  farce.  He  Ujv  no  reafon  for  thinking 
til  at  the  vein  of  humour  was  exi:uufttd, 
fmce  we  live  in  a  c<  untry  where  liberty 
fiiftVrs  every  chaiacter  to  fpiead  itfelf  to 
it^s  utmolt  biilk,  and  wtiich  tlierefojc 
proilucts m<>re oiiginals  than  all  the  retl 
of  the  world  togeihcr.  Of  trnredy  he 
concluded  buhnefs  to  be  the  foul,  and 
yet  often  hinted  that  love  prcdouiinates 
too  much  upon  the  modern  tiage. 

He  was  now  an  acknowledged  critick, 
and  had  his  own  feat  in  a  cot^ee-houft, 
and  headed  a  party  in  the  prt.  Minim 
has  more  vanity  than  ill-nature,  and 
jt-xiom  defires  to  do  much  mifcliief;  he 
wjii  perhaps  murmur  a  little  in  the  ear 
lit  II  m  ibat  iiu  Titx\  Vvto,  V»i\  «.\A«ft"i^« 
vuui  s  to  inAu^uccxhe  ^vkd\tx^ct&\&\vi^>vc  % 
14  \>^ 
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hy  eUpping  when  an  aftor  exclaims  ye 
{tloJs,or  laments  the  mifery  of  his  country. 

By  degrees  he  was  admitted  to  re- 
hearfals,  ard  mwy  of  his  friends  are  of 
opinioni  tk  ai  our  prefent  poets  are  in- 
debted to  him  for  their  happicft  thought? ; 
|>y  his  contrivance  the  Isell  was  rung 
twice  in  Barbaroffa,  and  by  his  perfua- 
fion  the  auil.or  of  Cleone  concluded  his 
play  without  a  couplet ;  for  what  can  be 
more  abl\ird,  faid  Minim,  than  thatpait 
of  a  play  (hould  be  rhymed,  and  part 
written  in  blanL  verfc  ?  and  by  what  ac- 
quisition of  faculties  is  the  fpeaker,  who 
never  could  find  rhymes  before,  enabled 
to  iliyine  at  the  conrltifion  of  an  a6l? 

He  is  the  gicat  invcfligitor  of  hidden 
beauties,  and  is  particularly  delighted 
when  he  Bnds  the  found  an  £cho  to  the 
foife.  He  has  read  all  our  (loets  with 
particular  attention  to  this  delicacy  of 
vtrfiiication,  and  wonders  at  the  fupinc- 
iicfs  with  which  their  works  have  been 
hitherto  peruied,  ib  that  no  man  has 
found  the  found  of  a  dmm  in  this  dif* 
tich—- 

*  When  pulpit,  drum  rcdefiaftlc, 

<  Was  bcAt  with  fiit  imUad  of.  a  (licki* 


and  that  the  wonderful  linei  uf 
nour  and  a  BubUe  have  hitbcit 
without  notice. 

*  Honour  is  like  the  gliATy  bubble, 

*  Which  cofts  philofophers  foch  tri 

*  Where  one  part  crack'd,  tbewbol 
<  And  wits  are  crick*d  to  find  out 

In  thefe  verfes,  fays  Minim, 
two  tUiking  accommodations 
found  to  the  fenfe.  It  is  imp 
utter  the  two  lines  emphatically 
an  a£l  like  that  which  they 
Bubble  and  Trouble  cauiing  a 
tary  inflation  of  the  cheeks  by  1 
tion  of  the  breath,  which  is  af 
forcibly  emitted,  as  in  the  pr 
hlo^in^  bubbles.  But  the  gn 
cellencc  is-  in  the  third  line, 
cracked  in  the  middle  to  exprefi 
and  then  Olivers  into  mono 
Vet  has  this  diamond  lainnegU 
common  ftones,  and  aniong  ( 
merable  admirers  of  Hudibra 
feivation  of  this  luperbtivi 
has  been  refer\'ed  for  the  la 
Minim. 
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MR.  Minim  had  now  advanced 
himfclf  to  the  zenith  of  crir.cal 
reputation;  when  he  wa^  in  the  pit, 
every  eye  in  the  hoites  was  fixed  upon 
him  J  when  he  entered  his  coftcc-houfc, 
he  was  furrounded  by  circles  of  candi- 
dates, whopalfed  their  noviciate  of  lite- 
rature under  his  tuition;  his  opinion  was 
aikeil  by  all  who  had  no  opinion  of  their 
own,  and  yet  love  J  to  debate  and  de- 
cide; and  no  compofitiun  was  fuppofed 
to  pafi  in  fafety  to  poiltrity,  till  it  had 
been  fecui-ed  by  Minimis  approbation. 

Minim  profciT^s  great  admiration  of 
the  wifdora  and  munificence  by  which 
liie  academies  ofthc  Continent  were  raif- 
«d,  arid  often  wiihe!^  for  fome  (landard 
of  talle,  for  fome  tribunal,  to  which 
merit  may  appeal  from  capiice.  preju- 
dice, and  malignity.  He  has  formed  a 
plan  for  an  Academy  of  Criticilm,  where 
every  work  of  imagination  may  l>e  read 
before  it  is  printed,  and  which  (hall  au- 
thoritatively direA  the  theatres  what 
pieces  to  receiyc  or  rejc^i  to  exclude  or 
to  rcvrre* 


Such  an  inftitution  would, 
opinion,  fpread  the  fame  of  Er 
rature  over  Europe,  and  mak 
the  metropolis  of  elegance  a 
ncfs,  the  place  to  which  the  Ic 
ingenious  of  all  countries  wo 
for  inflrujlion  and  improvei 
where  nothing  would  any  louj 
plauded  or  endured  that  was 
formed  to  the  nic^^ft  rules,  ai 
with  the  higheft  elegance. 

Till  fome  happy  coniunfl 
planets  fiiall  diipofe  our  prin 
nidcrs  to  make  them  (elves  inr 
fuch  an  academy.  Minim  con 
felf  to  prefide  four  nights  in  a 
critical  fociety  fe]e6led  by  him 
he  is  heard  without  contnidi. 
whence  his  judgment  is  d= 
through  the  great  vulgar  and 

When  he  is  placed  in  th 
criticifm,  he  declares  loudly 
ble  fimpHcity  of  cur  anccftors 
fitioo  to  tlie petty  refinements, 
mental  luxuriance.  Someti 
(unW  in  defpair,  wvd  vtv<u:*vN< 
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Mcicy  daily  gaining  grounds  and  fome- 
times  brii^htens  his  countenance  with  a 
gkacn  of  nope,  and  predicts  the  revival 
of  the  true  fubltme.  He  then  fulmi- 
nates his  loudcft  cenfures  again il  the 
monkiOi  barbarity  of  rhyme;  wonders 
how  beings  ih.it  pretend  to  rcafon  can 
be  pleafed  with  one  line  always  ending 
like  another;  tells  how  unjullly  and  un- 
naturally iiEnfe  is  facrificed  to  found  ; 
hnw  often  the  befl  thoughts  are  mangled 
by  the  neceflit y  of  confining  or  extend- 
ing thein  tothedimenfions  of  a  couplet; 
and  rejoices  ir.atgenius  has,  in  our  days, 
ihmAen  off  the  fhaclcles  which  had  en- 
c::mbered  it  fo  long.  Vet  he  allows  that 
rhyme  may  fometimes  be  borne,  if  the 
lines  be  often  broken,  and  the  paufes 
jddicioufly  diverfified. 

From  blank  verfe  he  makes  an  cafy 
tranfition  to  Milton,  whom  iie  produces 
as  an  example  of  the  (low  advance  of 
tailing  reputation.  Milton  is  the  only 
writer  in  whole  books  Minim  can  read 
for  crer  without  weunicrs.  Whatcaufe 
it  is  t!iat  exempts  this  pleafure  from  fa- 
ttety  he  has  long  and  dilieently  enquir- 
eil,  and  believes  it  to  confilt  in  the  per- 
p??  ill  variation  of  the  numbers,  by 
which  the  ear  is  gmrificd  and  the  atten- 
tion awakened.  The  lines  that  arc  com- 
monly thouc;ht  rujpe'l  and  unnuifical, 
hi.  conceives  to  have  b<!en  written  to  tem- 
per ihc  melodicus  luxury  of  the  rett,  or 
to  ex prefs  things  by  a  proper  cadence; 
for  he  I'carcdy  finds  a  vcrie  that  has  not 
this  favourite  beauty;  he  declire^thathe 
couldfhiver  in  alio t-houfe when  hereads 
that 

«  The  ground 

*  Barns  frore,  and  cold  performs  th'  tffc€t 

of  fire  s 

and  that  when  Milton  bewails  hisblind- 
ncfs;  the  verfe 

*  So  thick  a  drop  ferene  hat  quenched  thefe 

orbs,* 

hat,  be  knows  not  how,  fomething  that 
ftrikeshim  with  an  obfcure  fenfation  like 
that  which  he  fancies  would  be  felt  from 
the  found  of  darknefs. 

Minim  is  not  fo  confident  of  his  rules 
of  judgment  as  not    very  eagerly  to 


catch  new  light  from  the  name  oF  tb^ 
author.  He  is  commonly  fo  prudent  at 
to  fpare  thofe  whom  he  cannot  reHfV^ 
unlefs,  as  will  fometimes  hap}>en,  he 
finds  the  publick  combined  againlt 
them,  fiut  a  frefli  pretender  to  fame  be 
is  ftrongly  inclined  to  cenlure,  till  hit 
own  honour  requires  that  he  commend 
him.  Till  he  knows  the  fuccefs  of  a 
compofition,  he  intrenches  himfelf  in 
general  terms;  tlieic  are  fome  new 
thoughts  and  beautiful  palTjigcs,  but 
there  is  I  ike  wife  much  which  he  would 
have  advifei  the  author  to  expunge. 
He  has  fcveral  favourite  epithets,  of 
which  he  has  never  fettl.:d  the  meaning, 
but  which  aie  very  commodioully  ap- 
plied to  books  which  he  has  not  read,  or 
cannot  underltand.  One  is  maf:fy,  an* 
ot!»er  is  Jy,  another///*,  and  another 
JiifBjy  ;  fometimes  he  difcoveis  delicacy 
of  ftyle,  and  fometimes  meets  with 
firange  tfcprejjions^ 

He  i9  never  fo  great,  or  fo  happy,  as 
when  a  youth  of  proinifmg  parts  is 
brought  to  i-cceive  his  dircftions  for  the 
profecution  of  his  ftudics.  He  then  puts 
on  a  very  feriousair;  he  advifes  thepu^ 
pil  to  read  none  but  the  bell  awthors^ 
and,  when  he  finds  one  congenial  to  his 
own  mind,  to  fludy  his  beauties,  but 
avoid  his  faults;  and,  v.-henhe  fitsdown 
towiite,  to  confidcr  how  his  favourite 
author  would  think  at  the  prefcnt  time 
on  the  ptcfent  occafiun.  He  exhorts 
him  to  catch  thofe  moments  when  he 
finils  his  thoughts  expanded  and  his  ge« 
nius  exalted,  but  to  take  caie  left  ima* 
gi nation  hurry  him  beyond  the  bounds 
of  nature.  He  holds  diligence  the  mo- 
ther of  fuccefs;  yet  enjoins  him,  with 
great  earncttnels,  not  to  read  more  than 
he  can  digeft,  and  not  to  (fonfule  hit 
mind  by  purfuing  ftudies  of  contrary 
tendencies.  He  tells  him,  that  every 
man  has  his  genius,  and  that  Cicero 
could  never  be  a  poet.  The  boy  i-etiret 
illuminated,  refolves  to  follow  his  ge- 
nius, and  to  think  how  Mdton  would 
have  thought;  and  Minim  feafts  upon 
his  own  beneficence  till  another  day 
brings  another  pupil. 
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THE    IDLER. 


N°  LXII.      SATURDAY,  JUNE   23. 


TO    THE    IDLER. 
SIR, 

AN  opinion  pi-evails  almoft  \iniver- 
ially  in  the  world,  that  he  who  lias 
money  has  every  thing.  This  is  not  a 
modern  paradox,  or  the  tenet  of  almall 
and  obfcure  ic^,  but  a  pcriuafion  which 
appears  to  have  operated  upon  moll 
minds  in  ail  ages,  and  which  is  Aip- 
ported  by  authorities  ib  numerous  and 
lb  cogent,  that  nothing  but  long  expe- 
rience could  have  given  nie  confidence 
to.  queftion  it's  truth. 

But  experience  is  the  tcft  by  which  all 
the  philolbphers  ot  the  prtfent  age  agree 
that  Ipeculation  mud  be  tried;  and  I  may 
be  thcrtfore  allowed  to  doubt  tlie  power 
of  money,  tince  I  have  been  slong  time 
rich,  and  have  not  yet  found  that  riches 
can  make  me  happy. 

My  faiher  was  a  farmer,  neither 
wcaltny  nor  indigent,  who  gave  me  a 
better  education  than  was  fuitable  to  my 
birth,  becauie  my  uncle  in  the  city  de- 
figned  me  for  his  heir,  anddellred  that 
1  might  be  bred  a  gentleman.  My  un- 
cle's wealth  wa..  ihe  pt^rpctual  fubjecl  of 
converrmion  in  the  houl'ci  and  when  any 
little  misfuiiuiie  befell  us,  or  any  mor- 
tlAcation  dejcHed  us,  my  father  always 
rxhorted  me  to  ifold  up  lay  head,  for  my 
uncle  would  never  marry. 

My  uncle,  indeed,  kept  his  promife. 
H-iving  his  mind  complelhly  bulled  be- 
t^rcen  his  warehoule  and  the 'Change,  he 
felt  no  tediourneis  of  life,  nor  any  want 
of  domeliick  aniul'ements.  When  my 
father  died,  he  rtct-ivcd  me  kindly;  but, 
afrrr  a  few  months,  Hnding  no  great 
pleal'ure  in  the  converfation  of  each 
other,  we  parted,  and  he  remittee!  me  a 
fmall  annuity,  on  which  I  lived  a  quiet 
and  ihidious  life,  without  any  wilh  to 
grow  great  by  the  death  of  my  bene- 
f^ftor. 

But  tho'iijh  I  nrycr  fuffcred  any  ma- 
lignant inipiiticiice  to  take  hold  on  my 
niindy  I  could  not  forbear  fometimes  to 
imagine  to  myft-lf  the  ploafure  of  being 
rich  J  and  when  I  readof  diverfiont  and 
magnificence,  rrioK'ed  lo  try,  when  time 
fliould  put  the  trial  in  my  power^  what 
pleafure  they  could  afford. 

My  uncle,  in  the  latter  fpring  of  his 
yy/cj  when  bii  ruddy  check  aod  hit  firm 


nerves  promifed  him  a  long  andles 
age,  died  of  an  apoplexy.  His  ( 
gave  me  neither  joy  nor  forrow.  Hi 
me  good,  and  I  regarded  him  with 
titude;  but  I  could  not  pleafe  hini: 
therefore  could  not  love  him. 

He  had  the  policy  of  little  minds, 
love  to  furprize;^  and  haying  alwa] 
prefented  his  fortune  as  lefs  than  it 
had,  I  fuppofe,  often  gratified  hi 
with  thinking,  how  I  (hould  b( 
lighted  to  find  myfelf  twice  as  rid 
expelled.  My  wealth  was  fuch  3 
cee<led  all  the  fchemes  of  expence  ^ 
I  had  formed,  and  I  foon  began  t 
pand  my  thoughts,  and  look  roui 
ibme  purchafe  of  felicity. 

The  moft  ftriking  cffccl  of  rid 
the  fplendour  of  drei's,  which  ever 
hjis  obferved  to  enforce  refpe£^,  ai 
cjlitate  reception ;  and  my  firft  deii 
to  be  fine.  I  fent  for  a  taylor  wh 
employed  by  the  nobility,  and  o 
fuch  a  fuit  of  cloaths  as  I  hac 
looked  on  with  involuntaiy  (ubm 
and  am  aihamed  to  remember  wit' 
flutters  of  cxpe£lation  I  waited  f 
hour  when  I  Hiould  iflue  forth  in 
fplendour  of  embroidery*.  The  < 
wt-re  brought,  and  for  three  days 
ferved  many  eyes  turned  towards 
I  paffed:  but  I  felt  myfelf  obftru 
the  common  intercourle  of  civili 
an  uncafy  confcioufnefs  of  my  n^ 
pearance;  as  I  thought  myfelt  mc 
ferved,  I  was  more  anxious  abc 
mien  and  behaviour;  and  the  mien 
is  formed  by  care  is  commonly  : 
lous.  A  (hort  lime  acciMlomed 
myfelf,  and  my  drefs  was  withou 
and  without  pleafure. 

For  a  little  while  I  tried  to  be 
but  I  began  too  latej  and  having 
ture  no  turn  for  a  frolick,  was  i 
danger  of  ending  in  a  drunkard, 
ver,  in  which  not  one  of  my  comj 

Said  me  a  vifit,  gjave  me  time 
eflion.  I  found  that  there  was  r 
pleafure  in  breaking  windows  an 
m  the  round-houiej  and  refolvei 
fociate  no  longer  with  thofe 
though  I  had  treated  and  bailee 
I  could  not  make  friends. 

I  then  changed    my  meafure 
ruaning  horfcs,  ar.d  ViiLd  \Yit  cqt 


THE    IDLER. 
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ifn^  vrry  ofrrr.  In  t:-.e  !^c-vi. 

;fr.:it  hrri",  the  ^r''.r.il:  xi  ot' 

vho  v.cntur'.u  pl.-.us,  r.:-.l  !:n 

>;  anM   a  L.iy  i'«''->.  ^•■'   •  ''»r- 

.  nvc  \;.:u3  olii  j>r-T*,  ■.«r:*.i  v  ..> 

.o  priiorm  much   L:iea*ci  tx- 

cn  my  giooin  br:>kc  litrv^lii-l, 

happen- d  to  catcli  h>}*\  uliing 

lecr.     Tliis  l'.njipj.r.?!s  \>'a':  iMin 

i;  there  w.u  nu  pI.M:';:;\;  wiien 

itiA  when   I   wo;i   I  coul  1   not 

ilt  inyr.!:'  hv  the  viit'i-.'-,  ot'  my 

gifvv  slh-m^.l  c-r'  the  c.;.r,|)..ny 

cv  lo.'iU,   »:-tl   U-li:i.ji   tv»   IJH.T.1I 

t:  of  i!'.y  ti'iK-  j"n  i!)-'  r;.il)i.-. 

a<  noA  k?vivvn  ihii  I  h  iJ  ii:oncv, 

j'Jid  j*^'.:iJ  itj  and  I  ]a:IL.l  tour 


iri'jr.t'.*  -n  tl-.c  ccn:^3ny  t:  .»:■ ''.i ■...', 
v.'Jr:'  V.  '.oic  l'i.:ir;i:*  Vis  t»^  j-ti ! ..  ■  '■  !!;•- 
to  h\'\\  uiu...!c-.  I  toM  rhtiu  ih  i:  I  li-.i 
n.'.ii-  a  oui  t!  r\  I  wtm'.^,  b'.:t  '  .-•.  .1 
i;'r  '^f.1  r'y\  ot  t^i'ii  i:'ipc;!'.:;iU^.  A 
nvw- plan  w-.^  lui-.;;'!;:  n...  ivi^-.  r,  .-r  - 
ir-.  ;  '..1  It  I  !t  iry  o-.initvr"  •.•  «^  .»,.- 
powvUi!,  r«;ii  1  I. ■.-.ill  I:  *^-.  •  !.  T'ie 
hi; , VI-.. is  'A  '  v!ili:n-  1  ;!*.-:  h  .:  .1  i  ■  .- 
wi  ;:i-,  ior  iiiriij^;,  I  1  JVC  :«'  J":'*  •  .!,  1  I*  c- 
to  'v.;  i.*-.Mr«-i;  -.11. .i  I  fjon  tour  }-,  'Jui  :j 
birM  i»  to  W  ry  \y:d. 

H-.v  I  pioc  tj  in  the  piiiriilt  i !  ■.  ■■.^- 
p'l^ils,  you  Hi  ill  lirir  wi>cn  1  iiiid  11. y- 
iL-lt  ilil'polcd  JO  wriri'. 

.1  jpii,  S.r,  5:c. 

Ti.M.  Kasclr. 


N^  LXIII.    SATURDAY,    JUNE  3-. 


i'^llV.  nafi:nl  progrefs  of  the  wciks 
oJ  men  is  tioin  iii'.!'-n-.rs  to  coiue- 
*n«,  from  convcniuHce  to  t!eg.:ni:c, 
■'Jtitrn  ile^2ncc  to  r.iccty. 
.  The  lit  it  lib.iur  is  tnf.  icul  by  ncicf- 
'■'y.  The  lavage  finis  hini'.cit  ir.co.n- 
nio^i^l  iiy  hent  ami  cold,  by  rain  :i.  d 
"f'^i  he  flicltcrs  himl'cJt"  in  tht  li.-.i].iw 
*"•  j  i-ck,  and  ira'n>  tod-rr  .-i  ewe  wi't-rc 
•f«c!r-.Ms  I'oiic  i^rtore.  II:  finds  rl.c  I'un 
^i^J  the  w:nd  txcludcd  by  the  th:{k"t; 
•'I".viirn  ihf  accjients  of  the  cli.ic.-,  oi- 
jfccnvcnicisce '-if  pidiiiage  iea-ls  !.i:n 
•"^"0  more  open  places,  he  to:  ins  a 
^■'■''kti  for  hiinillf,  bv  plaoting  d/ikcs 
''K^t>ir  dil}.iiiC'j>.  and  laving  bianL!:-.s 
IrotTjor.e  to  anothtr. 

The  next  giavUticn  of  (Ictil  ai  d  in- 
|'«iy  piodiicc^  a  houi'::,  clofed  v\i:h 
'Un,  and  divided  by  pa:titiorv:  and 
-Nitin^ntfc  arc  TTiuhiplied  ar.d  d.!> -i^d 
«C'Kfling  to  thr  vji  'ous  dti;i  cL*  '.t]\..'.  _r 
^^  :nv.-uiion  J  i.T-j.iovcmcnt  luc .,...•  is  i«ij- 
H'^^i^iiiciii,  n»  1.C  tli:«  is  irrni  fsori  a 
S|^Jftrrevil  j^rcvs  in.pii.-jnt  (.f"  a  !wi>, 
^■"  tale  in  time  is  advunced  to  pU-  i:>.r«.'. 

T!if  mind  lirl  fiee  fioni  ihc  itiip.'/Tii- 
P-'to  of  i;:{iiiia]  witnt,  gains  ic-i;i'ju'  to 
?^'u!Mich  ot'l'upcrrtuo'.is  j:rit:;i'...::.^r.<, 
^■■!  adds  to  the  liks  ct'  iia'»:latiun  r-.t: 
'i'^iigh:*  of  profpeil.  Thtn  bci^ir.s  Ti:^- 
r-.igii  of  fyiii:iietiy;  orders  of  arci.iK  c 
''"e  are  invented,  and  one  p:i:  ot  t: ,.» 
^'tiit  is  conformed  to  aitothti*,  wltlioit 
»ay  other  rcafoii  than  that  the  e)C  m:/ 
Boi  be  offended. 

Tht  jxiffage  is  very  Hivit  fioin  e.'o- 
Uor  io  luxury.     Jonkk  arJ  Co:.':i- 


tl-.'nn  crli'inp-  ar-  foot'.  fiic'fCi'c-.!  by  g""!t 
cciricc. ,  ir.i- :.!  t-.  ors,  an  I  .j-«tty  c:na- 
rr.vn*»,  w:  j.h  Ih-.wv  ra:h;i  the. wealth 
than  :!.o  ♦.;ltv  of  the  pofrci:''i-. 

Lir. :'.]..  '  piiicteds,  iikc  ciery  th'r;; 
cl:e,  t*  \'::-J\  in^j"'  jvinncnt  to  t!i-.:cnc- 
ra; y.  J'h-  ly. » ::i  ^  .v!m  l.\  !t  take  i)..!r.u;^n 
<f  :i  cuir..;iy,  Iv*. i.\i:;  n<»i  jiiar.y  i-.i?'.-, 
and  til  .k-  r.:^:  :..  \iy  mo  'ih^  1  t  r  d  l«.ii- 
nir. .:.  {,  v.io  cf-r.'.jr.te*!,  •;  V.\  :•  ...i*l 
Wwx.  :.iid  :riiip'.  untciCi*-  V<s  c-  i'!d 
ni:'k-:  flu'ii  :1;  ■i:;:'".«>  ki.-.:vvr,  d  vj.c  :r.- 
<:!.!.:  IS  i.iv  !■  i-i'-.s  tt'  !■•  r.'.'if  rrju- 
1  .?■  !,  :'.r.d  pit  i  .".Ty  :o  bi-.t':i.  •  1. :..:♦«  ', 
c!/r  Ml.*;  M!'.:"i  he  .ivi  i  ic.i,  a:;;! «  •  »':«>  «.l- 
;'»;!.!;  »:i!-  tiirf  u!;cti  cf  t',i:\.>  ait* 
n:  •:  i.  I!  !  .'^:i^;^l:  cl^  i..:.i  ps^.f-rii-x  vt* 
L\p^,;i  .-.  ;».(.-.  .r.i.  r...ci!""ii\.  In  pm  *, 
hr.fj'  ;..'^  .V  \  pi".'''.y  ^' vr  :''v  'o  -ww  ■- 
i>y,  1!'  1  ■».  1l"-.  r.c.>  r-.ic  ,.■.:. '.■x  !.d  '.'i 
t  :;•:  .'.n.'  v.iMrL'}  t.»  t!.:  ai'o  v.':'.'.!:  :.'r 
r..y  :.j  bi-  f.a'iii.  l:i.m^  .'loi'.  i"..-:i  ::•.!. Is 
i!..-  :iir  .;  k.uinr:  :  ;::.  I  »Mi-  ili. '.•;••  J 
^•.t.-l  :i':''.l-:;i- I'-,  c  i.'i-.-!,  ;-v':  friy  •■'•■.•■i 
n...;.  ::.:.■■;  r-..t,  !■  It  v.'./j  :Iii!l  ^:.  t:v.i' 
liwir;;i-v.  m  r.-.j  II. wit  i  i.  .  ".'■  '  IJ.ini.t    . 

'i  :•: n  '•r'.'n  tl  •  ij.v  fjf  r':t?i.:  :  ^i  cj;*; 
p:>-*s  ■•,  tl'.c  I.  :v.:!.;tio..  «.?  ;.   '.  :*',  i:*j  .- 
l'/:.w.;  •  t-  •  .:.l&,  tij.n;;.  iL-dii^p  »:;';.■ 
i:-ti-,  !i.c-...  c"  ■t  Ti.j'i!i:K".i,  the  '•  ■• 
pi!.-. -.M,:!  or  cl  .1  :■.  s  v.-X  iil  ibc  d.'..c 
ci;:  '-•:   ft'l-    ■:■.'   :  i!>iji»";o  *: t  io:::pi 
tiv,    ;  iil.:t.  I  vv|'.,ir  »ii..y  ikdvi'.n.'f  Liii 
c.i*'Vi   :.i  d   i":di:>Ic\v    :*e  thvy  ji.ci* 
Pi«.:;:.iK-;  '-ui  (  i!y  t(^  !'c  Kllr.fd  by  i\\ 
1-.:    Icr.ipMJoiiiy  till  they  \\\\\\  t^wni 
b..'i.j«-  '  .'   vvruL'V  \\\\u  a^xwV'.a:  \ 
cr  dsi^;'..*,  V;n., 
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THE    IDLER. 


The  firft  date  is  commonly  antece- 
dent to  the  pra£(ice  of  writing}  tlie  ig- 
Dorant  eflTays  of  tmpcrfe£l  difiion  pafs 
away  with  thefavage  generation  that  ut- 
tered them.  No  nation  can  trace  their 
language  beyond  the  fecor.d  period,  and 
even  ot  that  it  does  not  often  happen 
that  many  monununts  remain. 

The  fate  of  the  Erglifli  tongue  is  like 
that  of  others.  We  know  nothing  of 
the  fcanty  jargon  of  our  barbarous  an- 
cirftors,  but  we  havv:  fpecimens  of  our 
language  when  *t  began  to  be  adapted 
to  civil  and  religious  purpofes,  and  find 
it  fuch  as  might  naturally  be  expe£led, 
artlefs  and  fimple,  unconnefled  and  con- 
cife.  The  writers  fcem  to  have  defired 
little  more  than  to  be  underftood,  and 
perhaps  feldom  afpired  to  the  praife  of 
pleafmg.  Their  verlcs  were  confidered 
chiefly  as  memorial,  and  therefore  did 
not  differ  from  prole  but  by  the  meafure 
or  the  rhyme. 

In  this  Hate,  varied  a  little  according 
to  the  different  purpofes  or  abilities  of 
«rriter8>  our  language  may  be  faid  to 
have  continued  to  the  time  of  Gower» 
whom  Chaucer  calls  his  mailer j  and 


who,  however  obfcured  by  his 
popularity,  fecms  juftly  to  claii 
nour  which  has  ^etn  hither! 
him,  of  (hewing  his  countr)'i 
fomething  more  was  to  be  defi 
that  £ngTi(h  verfe  might  be  exi 
poetiy. 

Prom  the  time  of  Gower  an 
cer,  the  Englifli  writers  have  iti 
gance,  and  advanced  their  lang 
iiiCceffive  improvements,  to  as  n 
mony  as  it  can  eafily  receive,  am 
copiouihefs  as  human  knowledj 
therto  required.  Thefe  ad  van 
not  been  made  at  all  times  with 
diligence  or  the  fame  fuccefs. 
gence  has  fufpended  the  couri 
provement,  or  afleflation  tumo 
time  has  elapfed  with  little  ch 
change  has  been  made  without 
ment.  But  elegance  has  been  1< 
in  view  with  attention  as  near 
ftancy  as  life  permits,  till  every  i 
enileavours  to  excel  others  in  a 
or  outfhine  them  in  fplendour 
and  the  danger  is,  lelt  care  fli 
foon  pafs  to  affectation. 


N«  LXIV:    SATURDAY,    JULY  7. 


TO  THE  IDLER. 
SXl, 

AS  Nature  has  made  everv  man  de- 
(irous  of  happinefs,  I  natter  my- 
felf,  that  you  and  your  readers  cannot 
but  feel  fome  curiolity  to  know  the  fe- 
qucl  of  my  ftory.  for  though,  by  trying 
the  ditlerent  fchcmcs  of  pleafui-e,  I  have 
yet  found  nothing  in  which  I  could  fi- 
nally acquicfcej  yet  the  narrative  of  my 
attempts  will  not  be  wholly  without  ufe, 
jince  we  always  approach  nearer  to 
truth  as  we  deie6l  more  and  mure  varie- 
ties of  error. 

When  I  had  fold  my  racers,  and  put 
the  orders  of  archite^urc  out  of  my 
head,  my  next  refolution  was  to  l>e  a/iir 
gentleman.  I  frequented  the  polite  cof- 
i'ee-houies»  grew  acquainted  with  all  the 
men  of  humour,  and  gained  the  right  of 
bowing  familiarly  to  half  the  nobility. 
In  this  new  fcene  of  life  my  great  labour 

-  >at  to  learn  to  laugh.  I  had  been  ufed 
to  confider  laughter  as  the  efleA  of  mer- 
riment! but  I  Toon  learned  that  it  is 
aoe  of  the  a/tf  oi  adulation,  and,  from 

Mughiag  only  to  ihew  tbat  1  wa$  pleai- 


ed,  I  now  began  to  laugh  when 
to  pleafe.  This  was  at  firlt  vi 
cult.  I  fometimes  heard  the  ft* 
dull  indifference,  and,  nor  exal 
felf  to  merriment  by  doe  gn 
burft  out  fuddenly  into  an  : 
nuife,  which  was  not  alwavs  fa* 
interpreted.  Sometimes  I  was 
the  red  of  the  company,  and 
grace  of  laughing  by  delay;  ar 
times,  when  I  began  at  the  right  li 
deficient  in  louditels  or  in  kngi 
by  diligent  imitation  of  the  belt 
I  uttamed  at  lalt  fuch  ilexil 
niufcles,  that  I  was  always  a 
auditor  of  a  flor>',  and  got  tht 
tion  of  a  good-natured  fellow. 

This  was  ibmethingi  but  niu 
was  to  be  done,  that  1  might  be 
fally  allowed  to  be  a  fine  §Lcntlci 
appeared  at  couit  on  all  publi( 
betted  at  gaming-tables,  and  p 
all  the  routs  of  eminence*  I  wc 
night  to  the  opera,  took  a  fidlei 
puted  merit  under  my  protef^i 
came  the  head  of  a  mufical  fa£l 
liad  Comtv\mt%   (oik^«cx%  <ax   i 
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r.  •  '  T  once  t nought  toli.ivc- afvi'.r.Cii 
lb.  ■■  •  r  ■.■■.:<  or"  •->:; '.nc'.-,  i^y  takiPj^ 
»  T-.:. .  ,1  .in^*;.  iiiTf  kcepip;^.  Bur  my 
fttcvi:'  I-  t\  ilcr  coniiivcl  to  Sc  ancltf-it 
00  tht  n':g^it  oi'  a  o^nwir,  f <  r  a  f:ncr 
fttilof  c!caihs  :har  I  ha«i  ever  jn-i'inued 
I  to  wear,  lir.d  I  lolt  ail  the  fame  of  pa- 
I    tramge  by  lerufinp  to  hail  him. 

My  Ti«t  ambition  was  to  fit  for  my 
-  |iRvic.  I  fpcnt  a  whole  winter  in  go- 
■g  from  painter  to  painter,  to  lirfiieak 
a  whole  Itngth  of  ono,  and  a  hnlf  length 
•f  mother;  I  talked  of  nothing  hu:  at- 
titudei,  draperies,  and  proper  liL.ht5; 
look  my  friends  to  fee  the  piftiires  after 
tmj  fitting;  heard  everj-  day  of  a  won- 
dcfful  performer  in  crayons  and  mi- 
ulituie,  and  ftnt  my  pi  ft  ii  res  lo  he  co- 
pied) was  told  by  the  judges  that  they 
writ  not  like,  and  was  recommended  to 
•Aerarlils.  Atlc"ii;ih,  bclngr  not  nble 
upieafe  my  friend*,  I  grew  lei's  plcalcd 
nyfelf,  and  at  lad  relblved  to  think  no 
ttore  ahur.t  it. 

It  was  impolFiMe  to  live  in  totil  idle- 
wfi;  an:l,wfln.l  rini;  about  in  learrh  of 
fonKTh'.ncT   t     do,    1   -Alls  invited   to   a 
weekly  meeting  of  virtuoius,  and  felt 
in;.ic!f  iniVar.tint^ullv  ftired   with   an 
URrctingiiifhablc  ardour  for  all  ratural 
cariofiiic*.  I  rin  frc^m  auction  to  aiicti'm, 
became  'i    rijiic   in  ihells    and    fciifils, 
bought  a  kortus/iccus  of  incftiina!)ie  va- 
lue, and  pii'chalcd  a  fecret  an  i-f  prc- 
favin^  inft^rt,  which  made  my  colltc- 
tion  the  envy  of  the  oth'-r  phiUif  \<:\rY<, 
I  found  this  pleafuit*  mingled  wirii  mncli 
vciation.  AH  the  faults  of  my  !;tV  v.i*n; 
for  nine  months  ciiculateii  thrciig;'i  :he 
town  \\\'k\\    'he  mort  aftiv:  m»Ii^;nity, 
becaiifc  I  happened  ro  citch  a  ru»th  of 
peculiai'  varics'.ation;  and  b:caule  I  once 
mit-bid  ail  the  l<Svtrs  f.f  IheJIs  and  car- 
ried off  a  Nautilus,  it  was  hinted  that 
the  valltlity  of  my  uncle's  wlil   ouglit 
to  be  tlifputed.     1  will  not  deny  th:»!  I 
was  very  proud  both  cf  the  moth  and  of 
the  flipli,  and  giatiiied  myftlf  with  the 


envy  of  my  c^mp.inlon*,  p?:ihip?  \r\o\'^ 
ih  m  bic.TMU;  a  bcr.«  v>^1ct.i  hi-ii.^^.  But 
in  liiiu-  I  gjcw  vicaiy  (f  being  hared  lor 
that  whlcii  pr(>ducLd  no  advantayf,  gave 
my  (hells  to  chiidien  ih.it  wanted  play- 
things, and  fupprtllVd  the  art  of  drying 
burierflies,  becaule  I  would  not  tempt 
Idlcni-fs  and  Cruelty  to  kill  thc-m. 

I  now  began  to  feel  life  tedious,  and 
wiihed  to  rtorc  myfelf  with  friends,  wkh 
whom  I  might  grow  old  in  the  inter- 
ciiange  of  benevolence.  J  had  ob- 
fervtfd  that  popularity  was  moll  eafily 
gained  by  an  o|>cn  table,  and  therefore 
hired  a  French  cook,  furikifhed  my  fide* 
boud  with  great  magnificence,  filled  my 
cellar  v/irh  wines  of  pompous  appelU- 
lions,  bought  every  thinj^  that  was  dear 
before  it  was  cood,  and  invited  all  ihofe 
who  wtro  mod  hmous  for  judging  of  a 
dinner.  I:i  three  weeks  my  cook  gave  mc 
warning,  and,  upon  enqwiiy,  told  me 
that  Lord  Qweafy,  who  dineil  with  me 
the  day  before,  had  fent  him  an  offer  of 
double  wa2;es.  My  pride  prevailed,  I 
riifcd  his  wages,  and  invited  his  lord* 
fl-ip  to  another  ftaft.  1  love  plain  meat, 
and  was  theicfiMe  foen  weary  of  fpread- 
i"fy  a  tabic  of  which  I  could  not  partake. 
I  tound  that  my  guefts,  when  they  went 
away,  criticifed  their  entertainment,  and 
c"?  fared  my  piofuiion;  n^y  cook  thought 
h.uiiclf  n'ceiViry,  antl  took  upon  him 
th.c  dirc6Hon  of  the  iioufc;  and  I  could 
not  rid  myfcif  of  flaiteiers,  or  break 
fiom  flivery,  bvt  by  fiuitiing  up  my 
hiiuie,  md  declaring  my  refolution  to 
live  in  lodgings. 

After  all  this,  tell  me,  <3ear  Idler, 
what  I  mud  do  next.  I  iiave  health,  I 
have  money,  and  hojie  that  I  have  nn- 
dorlbndinf:;  yet,  with  ail  thefe,  I  have 
never  yi^t  been  able  to  pafs  a  fmgle  day 
which  I  did  not  wifh  at  an  end  btfoie 
fun-fct.  Tell  me,  dear  Idler,  what  { 
fhali  do.  1  am  your  humble  fcrvant, 
Tim.  Ranger. 


N<^  LXV.    SATURDAY,  JULY  14. 


THE  fequel  of  Clarendon's  Hiftory, 
at  lali  happily  publinicd,  i^  an  ac- 
Ccdion  to  Engiifh  literature  equally 
agreeabl.-  lo  the  admiiers  of  clerancf 
and  the  lovers  of  truth;  many  doubtful 
faShmay  new  be  al'pcrtaintti,  and  many 


queftions,  after  long  debate,  may  ^  de- 
termined by  dtci'ivc  authority.  He  that 
records  tianfaflinns  in  which  liimfelf 
was  cnpccd,  has  not  only  an  op|H)rtD« 
nity  of  knowing  innumerable  partlcti- 
lars  which  dca]^i^t\7i\Ai(\)WvVa\V'A 
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Dtitural  powers  exalted  by  tint  ardour 
which  always  rilbs  at  the  remembrance 
of  our  own  importance,  aiid  by  which 
every  inAii  is  en:ibl«d  to  relate  his  own 
»i\ions  better  than  another's. 

The  difTicuitics  through  which  this 
work  has  ftrugglcd  into  light,  an;!  the 
delays  with  which  our  hopes  have  been 
long  mock<!d,  naturally  lead  the  mind 
to  the  confidei'ation  of  the  common  fate 
of  pofthumous  compofitiong. 

He  who  fees  himfelf  furrounded  by 
ac^mirers,  and  whofe  vanity  is  hourly 
feafted  with  all  the  luxuries  of  lludled 
jM-aif;;,  is  eafdy  perfuaded  that  his  influ- 
ence win  be  extended  beyond  his  life; 
that  they  who  cringe  in  his  prefence  will 
reverence  his  memory;  and  that  thofe 
who  are  proud  to  be  numbered  ^mong 
bis  friends,  will  endeavour  to  vindicate 
bis  choice  by  zeal  for  his  reputation. 

With  hopes  like  thefe,  to  the  execu- 
tors of  Swift  was  committed  the  hiftory 
of  the  lail  years  of  Queen  Anne,  and  to 
thofe  of  Pope  tlie  worts  which  remained 
imprinted  in  his  clofet.  The  perform- 
ances of  Pope  were  burnt  by  thole  whom 
he  had  perhaps  felefted  from  all  man- 
kind as  moft  likclyto publi/h  them;  and 
the  hii^ory  had  likewife  ptriflied,  had 
not  a  draggling  tranfcript  fallen  into 
bufy  hands. 

The  papers  left  in  thcclofet of  Peircfc 
fiipplied  Iv.s  hfcirs  with  a  whole  winter's 
fuel;  and  many  of  the  labours  of  the 
V  :uncd  IJifhop  Lloyd  were  confumed  in 
the  kitchen  ot  hisdefcendants. 

Sonic  wciks,  inJecd,  'rave  t;fcnped  to- 
tii  dLltruC:non,  bur  yet  have  hail  ro-^fon 
10  iainen:  ihc  fate  v>f  oipl'.ans?  cxpoU'l  to 
the  framis  of  Mnfiiihfuijiuaruiaiis.  How 
Hale  wo«.i:d  !nvc  borne  the  mutilations 
«rhich  hi>  /V/..7J  of  lie  Croivn  h:ivc  fuf- 
iti-cd  fiijnj  liie  edi'<.r,  they  who  know 
hj'-  chaMu'lcr  '.vlll  euilly  conctiw. 

The  original  c.:pv  of  Burnet's  Hif- 
tory, though  prr.mili  d  to  fume  pulilick 
'ihiary*,  has  never  bi-cn  given;  and  who 
ihen  can  piove  the  fulelity  of  the  publi- 
ration,  when  the  authenticity  of  Chu n- 
dc'irs  Hiltory,  th'>\jgh  printed  with  \he 
;anclion  of  one  of  the  fuft  univerfities  of 
the  world,  had  rot  an  unj-xpc6led  ma- 
r.uftript  l>een  happily  dilcovtrcd,  would, 


with  the  help  of  fiulituas  en 
btcn  brouglit  into  <|ueft!on 
loweft  of  all  human  beii".L(>i 
for  a  parly,  and  a  comn.ii! 
ciftJ? 

Vanity  is  tfren  no  Icfs 
than  negligence  or  diOiortlt 
pcMll'lTes  a  va'aiaMe  mar.nlci 
raife  it's  clKxni  'ny  conccain 
lights  in  tlic-  dittint^;on  wh 
gines  hiinlelf  to  obtain  by 
key  of  a  treafurc  whicli  he 
nor  imparts.  From  liini  it  1 
oihtr  owner,  Itrfs  vain  but 
gent,  who  confiders  it  as  ufi 
and  rids  himfelf  of  the  inct 

Yet  there  are  fome  woi  k 
authors  mud  configti  unp 
porterity,  Ijowever  unceit 
event,  however  hopelefs  b 
He  that  writes  the  hiftory 
times,  if  he  adheres  fteadi 
will  write  that  which  his  ow 
not  eafily  endui-e.  He  mui 
to  repofite  his  book  till  all 
fions  fhall  ceafc.'and  love 
give  way  to  curiofty. 

But  many  leave  the  lab 
theirlifetotheir  executors  ai 
becaufe  they  will  not  lend  I 
unfiniOied;  and  are  unableltc 
having  prcfcribed  to  themli 
degree  of  exa^lnefs  as  hum 
can  fcarcely  attain.  '  Lio  d 
net,  *  did  not  lay  out  his  U 
'  the  famediIio;;;nce  as  he  la 
was  always  htfitating  and 
railing  ohic6hons  and  rem 
and  waiting  fc»r  clearer  li^li 
difcovciy.  Bnktr,  after  mai 
in  biography,  left  his  mam 
buried  in  a  library,  becaufe 
perfL<5t  whii  •'.  could  never  b 

Of  thefe  ii. allied  men,  h 
afpiie  to  tlie  fame  piaii'e,  in 
ligence,  and  avoid  the  fci"uj 
it  be  aUwTvs  itinend)ered 
fliorr,  il.'ji  krowledjrc  is  > 
that  muiy  tlonbts  deftive 
cleart'd.  Lit  thoU;  whom 
Itiidy  have  r,ualihed  to  leac 
tell  us  vi'hat  they  have  leai  lu 
are  yet  able  to  tell  it,  and  t 
putation  only  to  ihcmiclves 


•  *  It  woti!d  br  proper  to  rcpofiv,  in  fome  publick  place,  the  niiinufcript 
v»h'<h  has  n'^r  efcaped  ell  fuii  icion  of  unlVithluI  pubii.atioD. 
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^^0  complaint  is  more  frequently  re- 
i  peiied  among  the  learned,  than 
lint  o(  the  waile  made  by  time  among 
thelabours  of  Antiquity.  Of  thofe  who 
•Ke  filled  the  civilizcti  world  with  tlieir 
itnowo,  nothing  is  now  left  but  their 
naetf  which  are  left  only  to  raiie  de- 
fires  that  never  can  be  fatisfied,  and  for- 
imr  which  never  can  be  comfoiteil. 

Had  all  the  writings  of  the  ancients 
km  faithfully  delivered  down  from  age 
bage,  had  the  Alexandrian  lihraiy  been 
Sfortd,  and  the  Palatine  repofitories  re- 
mined  unimpaired,  how  much  might 
«e  have  known  of  which  we  are  now 
Anmed  to  be  igiyirant !  how  many  la- 
Kirioas  enquiries,  and  dark  conje£lures» 
hnr  many  collations  of  broken  hints 
ind  mutilated  paflagesy  might  have  been 
4^!  We  ihould  have  known  the  fuc- 
ceflions  of  princes,  the  revolutions  of 
anpire,  the  anions  of  the  great,  and 
flpimoiis  of  the  wife,  the  laws  and  con- 
tentions of  every  ftate,  and  the  arts  by 
*luch  public  grandeur  and  happinefs  are 
Kquired  and  prefer vedj  wefliould  have 
iniced  the  progrefs  of  life,  fcen  colonies 
'rem  diftant  regions  take  poffeflion  of 
European  defarts,  and  troops  of  lavages 
lotled  into  communities  by  the  defire  of 
Jucping  what  they  had  acquii-ed;  we 
flwuid  nave  traced  the  gradations  of  ci- 
^iitv,  and  travelled  upward  to  the  ori- 
ginal of  things  by  the  light  of  hidor^, 
till  in  remoter  times  it  had  glimmered  in 
fible,  and  at  laft  funk  into  darknefs. 

If  the  works  of  imagination  had  been 
^i  diminifhcd,  it  is  likely  that  all  fu- 
fun  times  might  have  l>ecn  fnpplied  with 
inexhauftible  amuftment  by  the  fiilions 
of  Antiquity,    The  tragedies  of  Soplio- 
cles  and  Euripides  would  have  Hiewn  all 
the  ftronger  pafTions  in  all  their  diver- 
£iiesi  3n<^  tnc  comedies  of  Menander  . 
would  have  fumifhed  all  the  maxims  of 
<Idmellic  life.   Nothing  would  have  been 
ncceifary  to  moial  wifdoin  but  to  have 
ttudied  thefe  great  mafterf,  whofe  know- 
ledge would  have  guided  doubt,  and 
whofe   authority   would  have  filcnced 
cavils. 

Such  are  the  thoughts  that  rife  in 
every  ftudent,  when  his  curiofity  is  elud- 
ed»  and  hii  fau-dies  arc  /ru/lratcJ^  ^et 


it  mav  perhaps  be  doubted,  whether  our 
complaints  are  not  fometimes  inconfide- 
rate,  and  wlicther  we  do  not  imagine 
more  evil  than  we  feel.  Of  the  Ancients, 
enough  remains  to  e-^cite  our  emulation, 
and  dii^eil  our  endeavours.  Many  of 
the  works  which  time  has  left  us,  we 
know  to  have  been  thofe  that  v^'uc  moil 
edeemed,  and  which  Antiquity  iril-lf 
confidered  as  models  j  fo  that,  having 
the  originals,  we  may  without  much  re- 
gix-t  loie  the  imitations.  The  obfcurity 
which  the  want  of  con tcm]>orary  writers 
often  produces,  oniydajkcns  frnglepaf- 
fages,  and  thole  commonly  of  Hight  im- 
portance. The  general  tendency  of  every 
piece  may  he  known;  anii  though  that 
diligence  dcfcrvcs  praife  which  Icavt  s  no- 
thing unexamined,  yet  it's  milcarriagcs 
are  not  much  to  be  lamented;  for  the 
moil  ufefiil  tiiiths  are  always  univerfal, 
and  unconnected  with  accidents  and 
cuftoms. 

Such  is  the  general  confpiracy  of  hu- 
mati  nature  againll  contemporary  merit, 
that  if  we  had  inherited  from  antiquity 
enough  to  afford  employment  for  the  la- 
borious, and  amufcmcnt  for  the  idle,  I 
know  not  what  room  would  have  been 
left  for  modern  genius  or  modem  indul- 
Uy;  almoft  every  fuhjcfl  would  have 
been  prc-occupieil,  anJ  every  ftyle  would 
have  been  fixed  by  a  precedent  from 
whicli  few  would  have  ventured  to  de- 
part. Every  writer  would  have  had  a 
rival,  whole  lupcriority  was  already  ac- 
knowledged, and  to  whofe  fame  his 
work  would,  even  oi  foi-c  it  was  leen,  be 
marked  out  for  a  f.ciifice. 

We  fee  how  litiic  the  united  experi- 
ence of  mankind  has  been  able  to  add 
to  the  heroic  characters  difplaycd  by 
Homer,  and  how  few 'incidents  the  fer- 
tile imagination  of  modern  It.dy  has  yet 
produced,  which  may  not  be  found  in 
the  Iliad  and  Odyffey.  It  is  likely,  that 
if  all  the  works  of  the  Athenian  philo- 
fophers  had  been  extant,  Malhranche 
and  Locke  would  have  been  convlimr.ed 
to  be  filent  readers  of  the  ancient  meta- 
phyficians;  and  it  is  apparent,  that  if 
the  ohl  writers  had  all  remained,  the 
Idkr  could  not  have  written  a  dilqui- 
liiioii  iiXi  the  lofo. 

.....     ...     ^     .,.  ^^ 
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IN  the  obfciTitions  w'liich  you  havp 
made  on  the  vnvious  upiniont  and 
purfuits  of  maj^kiud,  you  inult  ofien, 
in  literary  convcrlafions,  have  met  widi 
men  vvIk)  coufidcr  DiiTip^ition  as  the 
great  enemy  of  the  inttllt6lj  and  main- 
tain, th^t  in  proportion  as  the  ftudent 
keeps  bimielf  within  the  bound;  of  a 
fettled  plan,  I'.c  will  more  certainly  ad- 
vance in  fficncc. 

This  opinion  is,  p:^rhap<,  general ly 
tnie;  yet,  when  we  contemplate  the  in- 
q^iiititive  nature  of  the  human  mind,  and 
it's  perpetual. impatitnce  of  all  rclirair.t, 
it  may  be  doubled  whether  the  faculties 
may  not  be  contra6lcd  by  confining  the 
atttnuon  j  and  whether  it  may  not  ibme- 
times  be  piopcr  to  rift^ue  the  certainty  of 
Jittlc  for  the  chance  ot  much.  Acqui- 
fitions  of  knowledge,  like  blazes  of  ge- 
nifis,  ait  often  foituitous.  Thofe  who 
had  propofcd  to  themlelves  a  methodical 
coi<rle  of  readine,  light  by  accident  on 
a  new  book,  which  ieizest^eir  thoughts 
and  kindles  (heir  curiofity,  and  opens 
an  unexpeiSled  profpeft,  to  wliich  tlie 
way  which  they  had  prefcrlhcd  to  thcui- 
fclves  would  never  have  conduced  them. 

To  enforce  and  illudratc  my  meaning, 
I  have  (ent  you  a  journal  of  three  days 
employment,  found  among  the  pa^xrrs  of 
a  late  intimate  acquaintance;  who,  as 
will  plainly  appear,  was  a  man  of  vail 
dcli^ns,  and  of  vail  performances,  though 
he  iometimc&  dcfigned  one  thing  and 
perf»»nnv;d  anothev*  I  allow  that  the 
Spcflator's  inimitable  produdlions  of 
this  kind  may  we'd  diicourage  aU  (\ihfe- 
«^*ient  journaliftsj  but,  as  ihc  fubiecl  of 
this  is  different  from  that  of  any  which 
the  Spe6lator  has  given  us,  I  leave  it  td 
you  to  publiih  or  lupprtfs  it. 

*  Mim,  The  following  three  days  I 
propofe  to  give  up  to  reading;  and  in- 
tend, afttr  all  the  delays  which  have  ob- 
truded then)f('lves  upon  me,  to  tiuifh  my 
ijhj  on  the  ExUnt  o/tht  Mental  Power  s^ 
to  revife  my  Trfatije  on  Logick;  to  begin 
the  Epkk  which  1  have  ion§  projecled  j 
to  proce^Kl  ii^  my  peiiifai  o^  the  Serif' 


turi4  with  Grofiuj*!  Qtmmiwt\  an 
leifure  to  regale  myfelf  with  the  v« 
claflficks,  ancient  and  modem, 
finilh  jny  Ode  t9  Aftronony. 

*  Monday, ^^  Defigned  to  n(i 
but,  by  my  fervant's  iazintfs, 
was  not  li'^hted  before  eight, 
dropped  into  a  llumher  that  U 
nine ;  at  which  time  I  rofe,  an- 
breaicfad,  at  ten  fat  down  to  due 
po(ing  to  begin  upon  my  EflTay ;  b 
ingoccafi<^n  to  confult  a  paflage  i 
was  abloihcd  in  tlie  perufal  of 
puhliok  till  twelve.  I  had  negl 
forbiil  company,  and  now  ente 
Carelefs,  who,  after  half  an  hou 
infilled  upon  my  going  with  hin 
joy  an  abftud  c'hani£lcr,  that  he 
pointed,  by  an  advcrtifemcnt, 
him  at  a  particular  coffee-houfe. 
we  had  foi'  fome  time  entertaim 
fclves  with  him.  we  fallied  out, 
ing  each  to  repair  to  hi  a  home; 
it  fell  out,  coming  up  in  the  ill 
man,  whpfe  ileel  by  his  fide  i 
him  a  butcher,  we  overheard  hir 
ing  an  addrefs  to  a  genteelifh 
young  lady,  vi'hom  he  walked 

*  Mil's,  though  your  father  is  n 

*  a  coal-lighter,  and  you  will  b< 

*  fortune,  'tis  true;  yet  I  wifh  I 

*  cut  into  quarters  ir  it  is  not  or 

*  and  not  lucre  of  gain,  that  is 

*  tive  for  offering  terms  of  m: 
As  this  lover  proceeded  in  bis  i'p 
mi  fled  us  the  length  of  three  lli 
admiration  at  ilie  unlimited  pow 
tender  pailion,  that  cotdd  fofi 
the  heart  of  a  butcher.  We  i 
joinr.v  J  to  a  tavern,  and  fiom  t 
one  of  the  publick  gardens,  wju 
regaled  with  a  molt  amufmg  v: 
men  pofTefiTins;  great  talents,  f< 
loured  by  affL-ftation,  that  th 
madc^them  eminently  ridiculoii 
low  things,  who,  by  contintial 
tion,  had  annihilated  the  few  i( 
ture  had  given  them,  and  yet  w 
biated  for  wond.:rfvd  pretty  gei 
young  ladies  extolled  tor  their  ' 
caufe  they  wire  handfomc ; 
empty  women  as  well  as  men, 
life,  a  imired  for  their  knowled; 
their  being  nfolutcly  pofitive;  : 
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BCD  of  real  underftanding  Co  Jtlt  from 
^bng  the  poliit:  million,  that  th«y 
trighltned  thcin  awayi  and  wti-e  left 
Wk?7.  When  we  quitted  thi«  cntcr- 
ftining  fccnc,  Tom  prcflcd  me,  irre- 
fiftiHly,  10  fup  with  him.  I  i-eached 
hnoc  at  twelve,  and  then  reflected,  that 
though  indeed  I  hnd,  by  remarking  va- 
riouf  charaflers,  improved  my  in  light 
into  uunati  nat\ife,  yet  ftill  1  had  ueg- 
k&id  the  ftudies  pirnpofcd,  and  accord- 
iflgly  took  lip  my  Tnattfit  on  Log:ck,  to 
gitt'it  the  intended  leviiHl,  but  tound 
my  (piriu  too  much  agitiited,  and  could 
uotfoibeai*  a  tew  (at\Tical  lines,  under 
the  title  of  The  Ewnitig's  IPalk, 

'  Twjdty.'\  Athreakfait,  feeing  my 
(Mr  M  AJhwomf  lying  on  my  deik,  I  was 
Inickwith  a  train  of  ideas,  that  I  thought 
mi^t  contiibute  to  it's  improvement. 
I  imnwdiately  rang  my  bell  to  forbid  all 
vifjtants,  when  my  fervant  opened  the 
dcor,  with — *  Sir,  Mr.  JefFery  Gape/ 
My  cup  dropped  out  of  one  hand,  and 
nir  poem  out  of  the  other.  I  could 
fcarce  alk  him  to  fit  $  he  told  me  he  was 
Soiflg  to  walk,  but  as  there  was  a  like- 
i^fiAod  of  rain,  he  wouKi  fit  with  me;  he 
l^dy  he  intended  at  firft  to  have  called 
«  Mr.  Vacant^s,  but  as  he  hnd  not  ieen 
"»agn^3twllilc,  he  did  not  mind  coming 
t'wtof  his  way  to  wait  on  inc:  I  made 
Him  a  bf*w,  hut  thanks  for  the  favour 
'^ck  in  my  thioat.  I  alked  him  if  he 
^sdbcen  to  the  coffee-houfe.  He  «- 
^iicd,  two  hours. 

'  Under  the  oppreflion  of  this  dull  in - 
'^miption,  I  fat  looking  wifhfully  at  the 
f^'Jck;  for  which,  to  increafe  my  fjtis- 
f^clion,  I  had   chofcn  the  infcription, 
M'ukngf  and  Life  is /hoft\  cxch:u^^- 
^ng  queltions  and  anfwei  s  at  ioiig  iiifL-r- 
^^Is,  and  not  without  ibme  hints  that 
tiif  weathei  -giafs  pi-omilcd  fair  weather. 
At  half  an  hour  after  thite  he  told  mc 
'e  would  irefpafs  en  mc  for  a  dinner, 
^iui  defH-ed  me  to  fend  to  his  l:oiile  for  a 
biin-Jleof  pai)ers»  about  inclofing  a  com- 
mon upon  his  eftate>  whicli  he  would 
md  to  me  in  the  evening.     I  declared 
myfelf  bufy,  and  Mr.  Gape  went  away. 
*  Having  dined,  to  com|>ofe  my  cha- 
{Oin.  I  took  up  Virgil,  and  feveral  other 
dafliickst  but  could  not  calm  my  mind, 
orj^^ioeccd  in  my  fcheme.     At  about 
five  I  laid  my  hand  on  a  Bible  that  lay 
on  my  table,  at  firft  with  cotdiiefs  and 
VcAnfihAity;  but  was  imperceptibly  en- 
gaged in  a  chfe  atteotion  to  iCs  fublime 
morah'tjr,  Mttd  fdt  my  bgart  expanded  by 
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warm  philanthropy,  and  exalted  to  dig* 
nity  ot  fer timent;  I  th-  n  cenfuitd  my 
too  great  folicitudc,  ami  my  dif'jjuft  con- 
ceived at  my  acquaintance,  wliohadl>ecn 
fo  far  from  dti'igning  to  oif.nd,  that  he 
only  meant  to  fliew  kiiRlncfs  and  refpeft* 
In  this  Ih  iln  of  mind  I  wrote  >f«  Ffay 
on  BfftfZ'oItrnce,  and  A.'i  EUgy  en  fub- 
lunary  Dij'appcintfmnts,  Wijtn  I  had 
finiihcd  ihdV,  at  ch'ven,  I  fupjjed,  and 
recollc^cd  how  little  I  had  adhered  to 
my  plan,  and  aimoll  quct^Joned  the  pof- 
fibllity  of  puiiMinp:  any  ll-itlcd  and  tini- 
form  deiii^n;  however,  I  was  not  fo  fac 
}Krri;aded  of  the  truth  of  thcfe  fug^• 
gcltions,  but  tiiat  I  niolvcd  to  tiy  once 
move  at  my  fclicmc.  As  I  obfer\cd  th» 
moon  fliining  ihiouglv  my  window,  from 
a  cahn  and  bright  (ky,  I'pan  ;;k(t  with  in« 
numerable  ftars,  I  indulf^c  l  a  picafing; 
meditation  on  th;:  IVlendil  fcenc,  and 
finished  my  OJc  to  Aflrcnomy. 

*  fftJneJiiay.]  Role  r»t  fcxcn,  and  em- 
ployed three  hours  in  penifal  of  the 
Scrip turet  with  Grotiu/s  Comment-^  and 
after  break fuft  fell  into  nicflitation  con- 
cerning my  pi-ojc^cd  Epick-j  and  being 
in  fome  doubt  as  to  the  particular  lives 
of  fome  heroes,  whom  I  propoferl  to  ce- 
lebrate, I  coniulrcd  Baylc  and  Moreii, 
and  wa^  crg-ii^Ld  two  houis  in  exarnin- 
in,c  vaiious  livcj  ami  charafteis,  but  then 
rciolved  lo  go  to  my  employment.  When 
I  was  ftateti  at  my  dclk,  and  began  to 
feel  the  glowing  fiiccdfion  of  poetical 
iiltas,  my  fei  v.int  brought  me  a  letter 
from  a  lawyer,  requiiing  my  inftant  at- 
tendance at  Gray's  Inn  tor  half  an  hour. 
I  went  full  of  vexation,  and  was  in* 
volvcd  in  bi:f:ncfs  till  eight  at  night; 
and  then,  being  too  much  fatigued  to 
ftiidy,  fupj)cd,  and  went  to  bed.' 

Here  my  friend*s  -oiTrnal  concludes, 
which  pernapR  is  pixlry  nuich  a  pifture 
of  the  manner  in  which  mnny  profccute 
their  ilutiics.  I  thcrefoix:  i-efolved  to  lend 
it  you,  imagining,  that  if  you  think  it 
worthy  of  appearing  in  your  pa|)cr,  fome 
of  your  readers  may  receive  entertain- 
ment by  recognizing  a  rcfemblancc  be- 
tween my  friend's  condu^l  and  their 
own.  It  muftbe  left  lo  the  Idler  accu- 
rately to  af^ertain  the  proj>er  mcthotU  of 
advancing  in  lircrature)  but  this  one  po- 
fition,  dediicible  from  what  has  been 
faid  alvjve,  may,  I  think,  be  reafonably 
aiferted,  that  he  who  (indshimfelf  ftrone- 
ly  atlraSled  lo  ^tv^   y^\V\^y\m  ^vvS^% 

1^  *         ^-     '^«^Sfc 
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|>ropored  fchome,  if  it  is  not  trifling  or 
vicious,  had  better  continoe  his  applica- 
tion to  it,  fince  it  is  likely  that  he  will, 
with  much  more  eafe  and  expedition,  at- 


tain that'which  a  warm  inclin: 
mulates  him  to  purfue,  than 
which  a  prefcribed  law  compel: 
toil.    I  am,  &c. 


V  ;'^.»i^'r:<l'flf^ 


N^LXVIIL    SATURDAY,   AUGUST   4. 


AMONG  the  ftudies  which  have 
exerciled  the  ingenious  and  the 
learned  for  more  than  three  centuries, 
none  has  been  more  diligently  or  more 
fticcefsfully  cultivated  than  the  art  of 
Tranflation;  by  which  the  impediments 
which  bar  the  way  to  fcience  are,  in 
fome  meafure,  removed,  and  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  languages  becomes  lefs  in- 
commodious. 

Of  every  other  kind  of  writing  the  an- 
cients have  left  us  models  which  all  fuc- 
ceeding  ages  have  laboured  to  imitate; 
but  Tmn nation  may  juftly  be  claimed 
by  the  moderns  as  their  own.  In  the 
'  iirft  ages  of  the  world  inltru£tion  was 
conunonly  oral,  and  learning  tradi- 
tional, and  what  was  not  vi^tten  could 
not  be  tran dated.  When  alphabetical 
writing  made  the  conveyance  of  opinions 
and  the  tranfmiflion  of  events  more  eafy 
and  certain,  literature  did  not  flourim 
in  more  than  one  country  at  once,  or 
diftant  nations  had  little  commerce  with 
each  other;  and  thofe  few  whom  curio- 
fity  fent  abix>ad  in  queft  of  improvement, 
delivered  their  acquifitions  in  their  own 
manner,  defirous  perhaps  to  be  conG- 
dered  as  the  inventors  of  that  which  they 
had  learned  from  others. 

-The  Greeks  for  a  time  travelled  into 
Egypt,  but  they  tranflated  no  books 
from  the  Egyptian  language;  and  when 
the  Macedonians  had  overthiown  the 
empire  of  Perfia,  the  countries  that  be- 
come fubje^l  to  Gi'ecian  dominion  ilti- 
died  onlv  the  Grecian  literature.  The 
books  of  the  conquered  nations,  if  they 
had  a:iy  among  them,  funk  into  obli- 
vion;  Greece  confidered  herfelf  as  tht 
mi(tre(i&  if  not  as  the  parent  of  arts,  her 
languat^e  contained  all  that  was  fuppofed 
to.  be  known,  and,  except  the  ucred 
writings  of  tl>e  Old  Teftamcnt,  I  know 
not  that  the  libraiy  of  Alexandria  adopt- 
ed any  thing  from  a  foreign  tongue. 

The  Romans  confefled  themfelves  the 

fcholars  of  the  Greeks,  and  do  not  ap- 

pezY  to  liave  expelled,  what  has  fmce 

iappaied,   that  the  ignorance  of  fuc- 

^ttiiwg  aga  woulflpraf:r  thrm  to  their 


teachers.  Every  man  who  i 
afpired  to  the  praife  of  literature, 
ir  neceflary  to  learn  Greek,  anc 
need  of  verfions  when  they  con 
the  originals.  Tranflation,  howc 
not  wholly  neglected.  Dramatic 
could  be  underftood  by  the  peo] 
language  but  their  own,  and 
mans  were  fometimes  entertaii 
the  ti-agedies  of  Euripides  and  tl 
dies  of  Menander.  Other  woi 
fometimes  attempted;  in  an  old 
there  is  mention  of  a  Latin  III 
we  have  not  wholly  loft  Tully'j 
of  the  poem  of  Aratus;  but  it  < 
appear  that  any  man  grew  em 
interpreting  another,  and  per 
was  more  frequent  to  tranlhte  f 
cife  or  iimufement,  than  for  fan 

The  Arabs  weie  the  firft  nat 
felt  tlie  ardour  of  Tranflatior 
they  had  fubdued  the  eaftern  pi 
of  the  Greek  empire,  they  fou 
captives  wifer  than  themfelves,  ai 
hafte  to  relieve  their  wants  by  i 
knowledge.  They  di (covered  th 
roight  grow  wife  by  the  labour  c 
and  that  improvements  might  1 
with  fpeed,  when  they  had  the  kn 
of  former  aces  in  their  own  la 
Thty  therefore  made  hafte  to 
on  medicine  and  philofophy,  an* 
their  chief  authors  into  Arabic, 
ther  they  attempted  the  poets 
known;  their  literary  zeal  was  ve 
but  it  was  fhort,  and  probably 
before  they  had  time  to  add  the 
eles:ance  to  thofe  of  neceflity. 

The  ftudy  of  ancient  literal 
interrupted  in  Europe  by  the  i 
of  the  northern  nations,  who  fi 
the  Roman  empire,  and  creS 
kingdoms  with  new  languages 
not  ftransce,  that  fuch  confufioi 
fufpend  literary  attention;  th< 
loft,  and  thofe  who  eained  dc 
/had  immediate  difHcuRies  to  en 
and  immediate  mrferies  to  i-edn 
had  little  leifure,  amidft  tlie  vio 
war,  tbe  tTt^\dax\o\\  «>(  'B^v^x^ 
treffts  of  {occtd  m\^2L>A0tVt  q 
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nutttof  unicttlcd  cc^nqtic^t  ^  tnc^uirc 
jfhT  fpccul^tivc  truth,  to  enjuy  the 
amarcnsc-ni  of  imaginary  adventures^  to 
kwwthi'hiftory  offoriner^;;CTij  nritmly 
ifae  events  of  any  other  livei*  Bttt  no 
Iboner  hv\  ibis  chao^  of  dominion  fnnk 
hita  onlfr,  than  Icarnirig  hcgan  ng'^in 
10  flouiiih  In  the  calm  of  nc^ce.  Wh^n 
yfe  lod  pofTeflioni  were  fecurcT  convc* 
sien^cand  enjoyment  were  foots  fought, 
lamioff  wii  found  the  fat^^ft  gratinca- 
bMot  the  mind,  and  TianfUuoa  bc- 


o.im^  ore  of  Ihc.  me:in&  hy  whidi  it  yvz% 
milurtiLl* 

At  bll,  l>y  a  tonciirreiKe  of  many 
caufes^  jhe  F-nopi-un  world  \v\i  i^oiiifj 
from  il*s  Icthnri^y  J  thale  irts  which  h^l 
been  lon^r  oMcnrcly  liudJod  in  tlic  l^Ih^ih 
of  lllon^J^ei"i^l  becaiiii:  tli^  ^i^iicnl  fi-- 
voijiiu'i  of  nunkfudj  tvcry  u.^riim  vicil 
wjiL  it^:i^nci^hhouriL}['  the  pri^c  rif  Learn- 
ing; the  epiJemicil  cnndation  fprc:ii 
fi^m  fouth  to  north,  anJ  Ctuiof^y  and 
Tranllation  found  their  way  to  Bxiuin* 


N"  LXIX.     SATURDAY,   AUGUST  ii. 


HE  that  reviews  the  proCTcft  of  En|^- 
hOi  literature,  will  find  thrit 
Tranrtation  vvas  vtry  eaHy  cultivated 
WKMig  lit,  but  that  fojne  piin^ipL-s, 
«:hcr  wholly  erroneous  or  too  fir  ex- 
tiiilttt,  hinderrd  our  iticcefs  from  being 
^«a^i  equal  to  our  diligence. 

Chwcer,  who  it  generally  confrdercd 
utbc  faihcr  of  our  poetry,  h^s  left  a 
ifcriion  of  BoftJtfs  vft  ttr  OmJlfUofFbi* 
^^ifjt  the  book  which  Teems  (o  have 
Ikoi  the  favourite  of  the  middle  ages, 
*hicb  had  hceii  tranftatcJ  into  Saxon  by 
Ki^g  Alfred,  aod  iUiiftratctJ  with  a  co- 
piaui  Commeits  afciihed  to  Aquinas.  It 
mi]f  be  fuppofcd  that  Chaucer  would  .ip- 
ptrmore  than  common  attention  to  an 
Jnthorrffoniuchfclebnty,  yet  has  at- 
tcmprnl  ttothlng  hightr  than  a.  verfion 
^tfiftljf  literal,  and  ha*  degraded  the 
pottkal  partB  topfroie,tbat  iheconllraint 
^  Vfrfhcation  might  not  obltruft  hh 
JtlifoT  fidelity. 

Ciiton  taught  uft  Tvpo^Taphy  about 
ihc  rear  1474..  The  firlh  hook  printtrd 
'"Englifii  WM  a  tranflation.  Cantor^ 
*ii  both  the  tranflator  and  prlnttr  of 
^}^  Defruccioa  ofTroyet  a  book  which, 
iQ  that  infancy  of  ]e;irning,  was  conll- 
^nd  as  the  bed  account  oF  the  fabulous 
^Si  and  which,  though  now  driven 
^•t  of  notice  by  authors  of  no  greater 
I'if  ori'alue,  (lili  continued  to  be  rcail 
inCaxton's  En;ili(h  to  the  beginning  of 
ihc  prefent  centur\'. 

Caxton  proceeded  at  he  began,  ani^ 
Wfept  the  pocmsjof  Gower  and"  Chaucer, 
primed  nothing  but  Tran(l:itions  from 
the  French,  in  which  the  original  is  il) 
fcrupuloufly  followed,  that  they  afJoid 
w  Httle  knowledge  of  our  own  language ; 
tkot^pfc  the  wcnfs  anrEnglHh^  thephraiQ 


As  learning  advanced,  new  worki 
wore  adopted  into  our  language,  but  [ 
think  with  little  improvftneiu  L>f  tlie  art 
of  TriinfltitJOTi,  though  foreign  nationi 
and  othtr  languages  ulfx^r^d  \.\%  models 
of  a  bctrei'  mcthiMj  till  In  the  age  of 
Fh/abtth  wc  hc^an  to  iind  that  grvrava" 
liberty  w;i!  neeelfiiry  to  elegance,  and 
th^t  clrg^n'"e  was  nectiTdiy  to  general 
reception  i  (bme  eflfays  were  then  made 
upon  the  Italiiin  jtoet^  which  dd'cnre  the 
pralft  and  gratitude  of  pofteriiy. 

But  the  old  p]  ai^ice  was  not  fuddefily 
forfaken;  Holland  filled  the  nation  with 
litoi.il  TranUationj  anJ,  w'l.-it  is  yet 
iTif^re  ;lr^nf;;e,  the  fame  exaflneff  wa* 
ohitinately  praflifed  in  iht:  vcdions  of 
the  pocti.  This  ahfurd  labour  of  con- 
ftniirg  into  rhyniewis  eouiiTen:uicevl  bv 
JuiUbn  in  his  veifion  of  Horneci  apd 
whether  it  he  that  more  menhim?  learn- 
ing t!un  geniuji,  or  that  the  cndeavoiiifi 
ot  tlwt  timeweie  juore  directed  townrdjj 
knowledge  dnn  deli^htj  the  tircor;iry 
of  Jur.lun  found  moiv  imitators  thau 
the  eltgancc  of  I'Virf.iK ;  and  Maj", 
S:n>Jy!5,  and  Hulidav,  coiifintJ  them* 
fctVw's  to  the  roii  of  j enduing  line  for 
line,  not  indceJ  with  equal  felicity,  for 
May  iind  SarJys  were  poets,  an.l  Holi- 
day only  a  Ichoi:*'.' and  a  critick. 

Fi-itliani  aMpc-ais  to  confiJ>;r  it  as  the 
eftal>l'(hcd  law  of  i>oeil'.al  Traidlation, 
thrtt  til'.'  lines  ftiouid  l)c  ntI:Vier  laorc  not 
fewo!  tli'in  thc.ic  of  the  original ;  an  J  Ji> 
Irmj;  Iw'.vl  tijis  prvi*'i'irc  j-revailvid,  tl.at 
Dc:i!'a!n  prniies  Far.iliaw's  vtviion  of 
CuMiiui  r.s  the  cKar.ipl;*  of  a  w/w  crj 
tnbU  '■j.-avy  as  the  fwlt  at:cmpt  to  hre.ik. 
the  boundaiies  of  culloTu  and  ullert  tUu 
natural  fiecdora  of  the  Muic« 

in  ibe  £cr.era\  r.r«\\\\.\\\Q\\  o^  >»;\\.  ?ktv\ 
gc. ..;...  -.vl  .cV\^hc  ^I.V^vrVv  w^  <;\^^.<\\o- 
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ntion  ]>roduce(l,  the  poets  (hook  off*  their 
conftrainty  and  conlidered  Trmdation 
as  no  longer  confined  to  fervile  clofenefs. 
But  refoiTnation  is  ieldom  the  work  of 

Imt-e  viitue  or  unaflifted  reafon.  Tranf- 
ation  was  improved  more  by  accident 
than  conviction.  The  writers  of  the 
foi-egoing  age  had  at  lead  learning 
equal  to  their  genius,  and  being  often 
more  able  to  explain  the  fentiments  or 
illuftrate  the  alluftons  of  the  ancients^ 
than  to  exhibit  their  graces  and  transfuie 
their  fpirit,  were  perhaps  willing  fome- 
times  to  conceal  their  want  of  poetry  by 
profufion  of  literature,  and  therefore 
tranflated  literally,  that  their  fidelity 
.might  (belter  tlieir  infipidity  or  harfhnefs. 
The  wirs  of  Charleses  time  had  feldom 
more  than  flight  and  fuperficial  views, 
«nd  their  care  was  to  hide  their  want  of 
learning  behind  the  colours  of  a  gay 
imagination;  tliey  therefore  tranflated 
always  with  freedom,  fometimes  with 
iicentioufnefs,  and  |ierhaps  expelled  that 
their  readers  fhould  accept  fpritclincfs  for 
knowledge^  and  conflder  ignorance  and 


mifhike  as  the  impatience  and  ne 
of  a  mind  too  rapid  to  flop  at 
ties,  and  too  elevated  to  defcenc 
nutenel's. 

Thus  was  Tranflation  made  n 
to  the  writer,  and  more  delightf 
reader;  and  there  is  no  wonde; 
and  pleafure  have  found  their  ad 
The  paraphraftick  libenies  have 
rooft  univerfally  admitted ;  an 
bourn,  whofe  learning  was  emin 
who  had  no  need  of  any  excuH 
(lightly  over  obfcurities,  is  t! 
writer  who  in  later  times  has  at 
to  juftify  or  revive  the  ancient  f 

There  is  undoubtedly  a  nve: 
obferved.  Dry  den  faw  very  ea 
clofenefs  befl  preferved  an  author 
and  that  freedom  befl  exhibited 
rit;  he  therefore  will  defer ve  the 
praife,  who  can  give  a  reprtfent 
once  faithful  and  pUafmg,  whoc 
vey  the  fame  thoughts  with  t 
graces,  and  who  when  he  ti 
changes  nothing  but  the  langua] 
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FEW  faults  of  flyle,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  excite  the  malignity 
of  a  more  numerous  clafs  of  readers, 
than  the  ufe  of  hard  words. 

If  an  author  be  fuppofed  to  involve 
his  thoughts  in  voluntary  obfcurity,  and 
to  ohftruft,  by  unneccrtary  difficulties, 
a  mind  eager  in  purfuit  of  truth;  if  he 
writes  not  to  make  others  learned,  but 
to  boafl  the  learning  which  he  pofTeffcS 
himfelf,  and  withes  to  be  admired  rather 
than  underflood,  hecounteiafVs  the  firft 
end  of  writing,  and  jufily  ftiffers  the  ut* 
moft  feverity  of  cenfure,  or  the  more  af- 
fliflive  feverity  of  negleA. 

But  words  are  only  hard  to  thofe  who 
do  not  undcrfland  them,  and  the  critick 
ought  always  to  enquire,  whether  he  is 
incommoded  by  the  fault  of  the  Writer, 
or  by  his  own. 

Every  author  does  not  write  for  every 
reader;  many  queftiOns  are  fuch  as  the 
illiierate  part  6t  mankind  can  have  nei- 
ther intercft  nor  pleafure  in  difcuffinj^, 
and  which  therefore  it  would  be  an  ufe- 
}ei$  endeavour  to  level  with  common 
tninds,  by  tinfome  circumlocutions  or 
hbariaai  cxpbMtioUi}  and  many  fub^ 


je6>s  of  general  ufe  may  be  trea 
different  manner,  as  the  book  is 
ed  for  the  learned  or  the  ig 
Diffufion  and  explication  are  nec( 
the  inftru£lion  ot  thofe  who,  bei 
ther^ahle  nor  accuftomed  to  th 
themfelves,  can  learn  only  wha 
prcfsly  taught;  but  they  who  a 
parallels,  difcover  confequencc 
multiply  conclufions,  are  befl 
with  involution  of  argument  an 
prefTion  of  thought;  they  dcfire 
i-cceive  the  iceds  of  knowledge 
they  may  branch  out  by  their  ow 
er,  to  have  the  way  to  truth  poir 
which  they  can  then  follow  wi 
guide. 

The  Guardian  direfls  one  of  I 
pi  Is  to  think  ivitb  the  avi/e,  bu 
iL'itb  the 'vu/gar.  This  is  a  piec 
cious  enough,  but  not  alwavs  pi 
ble.  Difference  of  thoughts  wi 
duce  difference  of  language.  1- 
thinks  with  more  cxrcnt  than  ; 
will  want  words  of  larger  meaili 
that  thinks  with  more  iuhtilty  vi 
for  terms  of  mote  w\t^  d\C<:v\m\ 
and  v*V\tte\%  xVve  ^oti^t\\  ^\iv« 
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irttnt  the  image*  of  tbingG.  that  he 
wboaenr  knew  the  origin^lt  Oiouid 
■or  know  the  copin  ? 

Yrt  ranity  inclitic*  u»  to  find  fmlu 
ny  where  rather  tli«n  in  otirf^^ivet.  He 
that  rtatl*  and  grows  no  wiier,  IcIJom 
Joiflcfls  hitown  detictcncy:  bui  com* 
llua*  of  hifd  words  ;iT>d  &blair«  fm- 
toaen*  and  atk»  why  V^k^  aie  written 
vbkb  onuoL  be  umierftood. 

Amoog  tbe  har^l  woid^  ^nhfch  ^rc  no 
lonjer  to  be  lifett,  it  liaa  been  Ipnp  the 
cu*iiom  to  oomt>er  rtrmi  of  art-  ■  Evciy 

*  lii*n/  fw  Swiiu  *  I*  (DOix  *b:e  fo' 
'  npliin  Ae  A]b}tft  of  an  art  than  ii'i 
'  prufeiTon;  »  farmer  will  tell  your  in 
'  two  woi-d*,  that  he  hai  broken  hit 
'  legi  but  «  furgeoot  atficr  a  long  dif- 

*  eourlCf  (hall  Itr^ve  you  a>  ignorant  ai 

*  ^ou  wtre  before/  Thi*  CoulJ  only 
luvE  been  faid  fa^  foeh  an  exafl  obfervcr 
oflife^  ID  ^rjtificatioii  of  malignity,  or 
lAoa^nution  of4cureners,  Evt-r^hour 
poduct«  inHances  of  tJie  nFcemry  cf 
tCTtni  *f  art*  Mankind  coulJ  never 
tonfpire  in  tunform  attlfl^tionj  it  is  not 
but  by  otfccffity  thai  t very  fcience  and 
<»ay  mdt  bat  i:"»  peculiar  lan^;u^e«* 
T*icy  that  contc^^  themlisivcs  with  ge- 
n«nl  idfa*  may  retl  in  genrr«il  (erms^ 
butthofewbok  ftudie§  or  employmem* 
tarcethetnupon  ebfer  infpet^iDQ,  nrnft 
hivie  names  for  particular  prts^  and 
wordfrby  which  tbey  mayexpnrfs  vari- 
ous iiMidci  of  cornbinauon,  fuch  At  none 
baE  themlelvet  have  occaUon  to  con- 

Artift*  are  indeed  fometimeB  rt:3dy  to 
fvppolc  that  none  can  be  (lrnnger<  to 
»of<U  to  which  tbemfe^Tes  are  familiar, 
talk  to  an  incidTntal  enquirer  ."i$  ibcy 
ti]k  to  on«  another,  ar:d  nnke  tbcii 
kao*ledge  ridiculous  by  injmlici.-jut  ob- 
UuiiM*     An  art  cantiut  be  taught  but 


by  it's  proper  terms^  but  it  ii  not  alwaj-t 

ne^effary  to  teach  the  art. 

That  the  volgarexprcft  their  (houghf* 
clearly  it  far  fiom  true^  and  what  per- 
spicuity can  be  found  among  rtiem  pro- 
cetdi  not  iVom  thetafinefs  of  thtjr  lan- 
guage, but  the  fliailowncfa  of  their 
thoti^hti.  He  that  it:ei  a  building  at  ^ 
couimon  fpei^atnr,  cotitcnta  hjrnfdf 
wirh  rtlating  that  U  h  gre^t  <>r  Jittle, 
mean  or  fplendidi  lofty  or  lowj  alj 
thefe  wofda  arcimdligible  and  ci^mmonp 
but  they  convey  tlo  dJItmil  or  limited 
idea«  j  if  he  attempts,  withuut  the  term* 
of  avchiteflure,  to  delineate  the  partt* 
or  enumerate  die  onumenti,  his  iiarra- 
tion  at  once  becomes  unintelligible. 
The  term*,  indeed^  gtncratly  difpTcaft* 
becaufe  they  ate  undeTfloou  by  fevr| 
but  they  are  little  undttritood  only  be- 
caufe few,  that  took  upon  an  edificft 
ejtamine  it's  pans,  or  analyle  it'*  co* 
lumni  into  their  members. 

The  ftatc  oC  every  otiier  art  h  the 
fame;  as  it  U  curforiiy  furveyed  or  accu* 
rately  examine d J  dinerent  funtii  uf  ex* 
preflion  become  proper.  In  morality  it 
IS  one  thing  to  difcufs  the  niceties  of  the 
cufuift,  and  another  to  direft  the  prac- 
tice of  common  life.  In  agriculture,  be 
that  inltrufls  the  farmer  to  plou/,h  and 
(bw^  may  convey  his  notions  without  the 
word* which  he  would  find  neccflary  in 
explaitiing  to  philofophers  the  proccts  of 
vegetation;  and  if  he,  who  ha*  nothing 
to  do  hut  to  be  bonttt  by  the  ftiorteS 
way,  «iH  perplex  hii  mind  with  fubtile 
f[>ecu1ation%{  of  if  he  ukhofe  ta/k  j*  to 
rtnp  and  threfti  will  not  be  contented 
without  cx^minut;:;  the  evolution  of  the 
feed  and  tirculation  of  the  fap,  thewrit- 
erswhom  either  flial I  conf^i It  aj every lit7 
lie  to  ^eblamcJ,  though  it  Ihuuld  fome- 
tune*  happen  that  thry  arc  read  in  vain. 
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DICK  Shifter  w.H  Harn  in  Chei^p- 
fide,  and  having  j  iffed  repM* 
tjSlv  rbroogh  al*  the  clafles  ol  St. 
Piurs  Ichool,  h^s  btru  fvi  fome  yeA)« 
a  tludrnt  ifi  theTcmj^ie,  Heii  of  opi- 
nion that  intenfe  ajlplicirion  dutls  the 
facuitie*,  >nd  think:  it  necefTary  Lot>;m^ 
per  the  feverity  of  the  hwi  by  books  that 
c^igage  the  mind,  but  do  no^  fatjp;;ie  ir. 
He  la*  thertforc  made  a  copious  co!kc- 
pmcfpiat/h  ptftm^i  and  ronun^^ctf  to 


which  hehai  recourle  when  he  fanciok 
himit:lf  tired  with  Hatute^  and  report*,  ■ . 
aiiLi  he  leldom  enquires  very  nicely  whcr  ^ 
thcr  he  ia  weary  or  ulle* 

Dick  has  leceii^ed  from  bis  favouritii 
authors   very   rti'^r^   impre^ioni  of  t ' 
cuumiy  Itfe^    and  though  his  furthcl^  ' 
exctSrfions  have  hetn  to  Ciieenwich  ot^ 
one  fide,  and  Ch?Kc^on  I'ht  ^\\\«,  ^i, 
has  talked  for  ftvv;j:aV  ^tiis,  WwV  ^tx 
pompoflauguaa*  MidtWviUou  t>f  fev-. 
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timents,  abont  a  (late  too  liigh  for  con- 
tempt and  too  low  for  envy,  about 
homely  quiet  and  hlamelcl's  fimplicity, 
^(^oral  di-iights  and  rural  innocence. 

His  friends  who  had  cdates  in  the 
country  often  invited  him  to  pafs  the 
fummer  among  them,  hut  fomething  or 
other  had  always  hindered  him;  and  he 
confiderrd,  that  to  rcfide  in  the  houfe 
of  another  man,  was  to  incur  a  kind  of 
dependence  inconliiient  with  that  iaxity 
•f  life  which  he  hud  imaged  as  ilic  chief 
good. 

This  fummer  he  rcfolved  to  be  happy, 
and  proctircd  a  lodging  to  be  taken  for 
lirm  at  a  f'olitary  houfe,  fituated  about 
tbirty  miles  from  London,  on  ihehankt 
of  a  fmall  river,  with  corn  fields  before 
it,  and  a  hill  on  each  fide  covered  with 
wood.  He  concealed  the  place  of  hit 
retfrrment  that  none  might  violate  his 
cblcurity,  and  pron.iiWl  himf'-If  many 
a  happy  day  when  he  (hould  hide -him- 
Mf  among  the  trees,  a:;.!  contemplate 
the  tumults  and  vexations  of  (lie  town. 

He  tteppcd  into  the  poft-chai.c  with 
his  heart  beating  and  his  eyes  fparkling, 
was  conveyed  through  many  v.m  itties  of 
delightful  profpc^ls.  law  hiils  and  mea- 
dows, corn  fields  and  paftuie,  fuccecd 
each  other,  and  for  four  hours  charged 
none  of  his  poets  with  fi^ion  or  exag- 
geration. He  was  now  within  fix  miles 
«f  happmef*,  when  having  never  felt  fo 
much  agiratic.n  before,  he  began  to  wifh 
his  journey  at  an  tnd,  and  the  lafl  hour 
w.\s  paffed  in  changing  hit  poilure,  and 
qua»Tellrngwith  hisdiiver. 

An  hour  may  be  tedious,  but  cannot 
be  long;  he  at  length  alighted  at  his  new 
dwelling,  and  was  received  as  he  ex- 
pelled;  he  looked  round  upon  the  hills 
and  rivulets,  hut  his  joints  were  liifT 
aad  his  mufclvs  fore,  and  his  hilk  re- 
cjueft  was  to  iee  his  heii-chainher. 

He  relied  well,  and  afci  ibed  the  fotind  • 
nefs  of  his  lltep  to  the  flillnef^  of  the 
country.  He  expelled  from  that  time 
nothing  but  nights  of  quiet  and  days 
of  rapturej  and,  af  foon  as  he  had 
riUrn,  wj-ote  an  account  of  his  new  (late 
to  one  of  bis  fi  tends  in  the  Temple. 

DEAR   rRANIC, 

T  Never  pitied  thee  before.  I  am  now, 
^  as  I  could  wi(h  every  man  of  wiidoin 
and  vii'tue  to  be,  in  the  regions  of  calin 
content  and  placid  meditation  ^  with  all 
fjf€  beauties  of  nature  folick'mg  my  np* 


tice,  and  all  the  drveifitles  of 
courting  my  acctptance;  the  1 
chirping  in  the  hedges,  and  tlu 
blooming  in  the  meadj  the  I 
whiftling  in  the  woods,  and 
dancing  on  the  water.  I  can 
with  truth,  that  a  man  capable  < 
ing  the  purity  of  hapninefi, 
more  bufy  than  in  his  hoiurs  o 
nor  ever  lefs  folitary  than  in  a 
folitude. 

I  aiDt  dear  Fr 

When  he  had  fent  away  his 
walked  into  the  woo<l  with  fon 
venience  t'rom  the  furie  that  p 
legs,  and  the  btiars  that  fcrai 
faces  he  at  laft  fat  down-  und 
and  heard  with  great  delighr  9 
by  which  hewns  not  wet,  rattlii 
the  branclas:    •  This/   faid 

*  the  true  image  of  obfcurity  $ 

*  of  troubles  and  commotioni 

*  ver  feci  them.' 

His  amufement  did  not  over 
calls  of  nature,  and  he  there 
back  to  order  his  dioner.  Hfe  1 
the  country  produces  whatevi 
or  drunk,  and  imagining  thi 
now  at  the  fource  of  luxury,  i 
indulge  himfelf  with  dainties 
fupiYofed  might  be  procmed 
next  to  nothing,  if  any  price 
exp^'dlcd}  and  intended  to  9 
ru!ticks  with  his  generofity,  \ 
more  than  they  would  afk.  < 
difhcs  which  he  named,  hew 
to  llitd  that  fcarce  one  was  < 
and  heard  with  aflonifliment ; 
nation,  that  all  the  fruits  of 
were  Ibid  at  a  higher  price  t 
ftiects  of  London. 

His  meal  was  Oiort  and  fi 
he  reiired  again  to  his  tree, 
how  <learnefs  could  be  confi 
abundance,  pr  how  fraud 
pra^ikd  by  fimplicity.  He  ^ 
tifiied  with  his  o\\n  fpccula 
returning  home  early  in  th 
went  a  while  from  window  t 
and  found  that  he  wanted  [b 
do. 

He  em^uired  for  a  news-] 
was  told  that  farmers  nev 
news,  but  that  ihcy  could 
from  the  alc-houfe.  A  inef 
difpatched,  who  ran  away  ac 
but  loitered  an  hour  bchir.d  i 
and  at  UV\.  cavuxw^  V>^^\k  ^ 


^'^;^ 


hJJilhmd  mm  dt*  Art  .Hrrt  »«.  |,v  H;.rrir..iifc.r'.    AYn\  /.  \7!'7- 


THE    IDLER. 


log 


pnipaTelTbemirctf,  inftnd  of  expreilin^ 
(kpiticiide  which  Mti  Shifter  cxptft - 
d^thc  t>outiTy  of  a  thillmg,  faiilthAT 
the  night  Vii^  vrtti  and  (Ut:  way  ilinvr 
ir,dhchoprJ  that  hi>  worfhip  would  not 
ifainltitmuch  ro  give  h^m  luiif  a-crawn. 

Dick  r.Qvw  went  to  bttl  with  fome 
■brcmtntofbis  cxpeflaiionE}  hxix  fl^p, 
iLnoir  not  how,  rcvlren  our  hopes  antl 
ntindldour  dcfirejE.  He  rofc  early  in 
tbeiHrniuf,  larucyod  the  bridlcap^, 
ind  wit  plfi{^4  He  waJ keel  out »  a:id 
jnfledfrmn  ricM  to  ficrtdi  without  oh- 
iefTiTiv  any  bciTcn  path,  and  wondered 
ih^Ebc  hid  nut  leen  the  fhflpherdejrr& 
^Kinp  nor  heard  ihe  Twain*  piping 
Id  their  flf^cki* 

M  liUt  he  Taw  foTTie  reapers  and  har- 
Wi-vQmen  at  dinner.  *■  HerCf'  faid 
bt,  'are  the  true  Arcadiansj*  and  ad- 
^Ktd  couxteoufly  toward*  ihem>  aft 
*hiid  of  cortFuling  them  by  the  dig- 
nity  of  hit  prtfcnce*  They  acknow- 
l^ged  hit  fuperiority  by  no  other  token 
^  that  of  alking  hina  for  fomething 
to  drink.  He  imagined  that  he  had  now 
pvchtfcd  the  privilegeof  difcourfe,  and 
i>^  to  deTcend  to  familiar  queftion$, 
cndeavoaring  to  accommodate  his  dif- 
covfe  to  the  groflnef*  of  niftick  under- 
Codings.  The  clowns  foon  foond  that 
^  did  not  know  wheat  from  rye,  and 
^*g>n  to  dcfpile  him}  one  of  the  boys, 
BTpmendingto  (hew  him  a  binl*»  neft, 
decoyed  him  ir.to  a  ditch,  and  one  of 
^wenches  fold  him  a  bars;ain. 

This  walk  had  given  him  no  great 


pleafure,  but  he  hoped  to  find  atl^er  ruf* 
ricks  lefa  coarfe  of  manners,  and  left 
mifclijevouiofdirpofitLon.  NcKtmorn- 
,ing  he  was  acofted  \ry  an  aKon>rv,  who 
totd  him,  that  iTniefi  he  made  Farmer 
Dofafon  latisfoftion  for  trampling  his 
graf!),  he  had  orders  to  indii^l  him.  Shifu 
ci'  wan  often dcd»  bnt  not  t^mfied  ;  and 
teliint;  the  attnmey  that  he  WPi%  himfrlf 
a  lawyrr,  talked  lb  volubiy  of  pettifog- 
gers and  barraton,  that  he  drove  him 
;iwav. 

Finding  his  walks  thus  mtrrniptedt 
hew:ie  inclintrd  to  ride;  ^nd  hein^  pfe^f 
eJ  with  the  appearance  cf  ;i  horit;  that 
wa»  ^zingiv  i  neighbouring  mcadt^w, 
enqiiii^cd  thr  owner,  who  warranted  him 
foundj  and  would  not  fcL]  him,  but  that 
he  wa$  too  6nefor  a  plain  man,  "Dick. 
paid  down  the  price,  and  riding  out  to 
enjoy  the  evening,  fell  with  his  new 
horfe  into  a  ditch  ^  they  got  out  with 
difHculty,  and  as  he  W3i  going  to  mount 
again,  a  countryman  looked  atthehorfe^ 
and  perceived  him  to  be  blind.  Dtcia 
went  to  the  feller,  and  demanded  back 
his' moneys  but  wag  told,  that  n  man 
who  rented  bis  ground  mufl  do  the  beft 
for  himfelf;  that  his  landlord  had  hi« 
Kent  though  the  year  was  barren;  and 
ihaty  whether  horfts  had  eyes  or  no,  he 
fiiould  fell  them  to  the  higheft  bidder. 

Shifter  now  began  to  be  tired  with 
niftick  (innplicity,  and  on  the  fifth  day 
took  pofTemen  again  of  his  chambers^ 
and  bade  farewel  to  the  regions  of  calm 
content  and  placid  meditation. 


N«!  LXXII.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  i. 


MEN  complain  of  nothing  more 
frequently  than  of  deficient  Me- 
''*^>  and,  indeed,  every  one  finds  that 
^}^y  of  the  ideas  which  he  defired  to  re- 
^"^.have  flrpjjed  irretrievably  away;  that 
T*  'cquifitions  of  the  mind  are  fomc- 
J"nei  equally  fugitive  with  the  gifts  of 
tortunej  and  iha't  a  fliort  intermiffion  of 
*J*cntion  more  certainlv  leifens  know- 
J**l?e  than  impairs  an  eftate. 
To  affift  this  weaknefs  of  our  nature, 


'^er  it*t  efft^ls  have  been  boafted  or 
*«nure(jj  has  been  ever  adopted  into  ge- 
^^'^alule,  nor  have  tbofe  who  /wflcffed 
''^Pftntcd  to  cjrtey  uilmi  in  rcadiiitl'* 


of  recollc6lion  or  multiplicity  of  attain- 
na^nts. 

There  is  another  ai  t  of  which  all  have 
felt  the  want,  though  Themiltocles  only 
confeffed  it.  We  (uffer  equal  pain  from 
the  pertinacious  adhefion  of  unwelcome 
images,  as  from  the  evabelcence  of 
thofe  which  are  pleaHng  and  ufeful;  and 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  we  ihould  bt 
more  benefited  by  the  arc  of  Memiory  or 
the  art  of  For^tfulnefB. 

Forgetfulncis  is  neceffary  to  repem- 
brance.  Ideas  are  retained  by  renova- 
tion of  that  impreflion  which  time  is  al- 
ways wearing  away,  and  which  new 
images  are  driving  to  obliterate.  If  uie- 
lefs  thoucV\t<<  co\M\)e€.Y.^^t.\lt«<GGL^^ 
mlnA|  Au  iVic  \a\u^\c  ^^xw  <&  <M.t 
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knowledg^e  would  more  fi-equently  recur» 
and  everv  recurrence  would,  reinitate 
them  in  tneir  former  place. 

It  it  impoifible  to  confider,  without 
feme  regret»  how  much  might  have  been 
kamedy  or  how  much  might  have  been 
invented}  by  a  rational  and  vigorous  ap- 
plication ot  time,  ufelefihr  or  painfully 
pafled  in  the  revocation  ot  events^  which 
nave  left  neither  good  nor  evil  behind 
them,  in  grief  for  misfortunes  either  re- 
paired or  irreparable,  in  refentment  of 
injuries  known  only  to  ourfeives,  of 
which  death  has  put  the  authors  beyond 
our  povrer. 

Philofophy  has  accumulated  precept 
upon  precept)  to  warn  us  againft  the  an- 
ticipation of  future  calamities.  All  ufe- 
ieii  mifcry  is  certainly  folly,  and  he  that 
Icels  evils  before  they  come  may  be  de- 
(ervedly  cenfured;  yet  furely  to  dread 
the  futurp  is  more  reafonable  than  to  la- 
ment the  pall.  The  bufinefs  of  1  ife  is  to 
1*0  forwards!  he  who  fees  evil  in  profpeft 
meets  it  in  his  way,  but  he  who  catches 
it  by  retroijpeAion  turns  back  to  find  it. 
That  which  Is  feai^ed  may  fometimes  be 
avoided,  but  that  which  is  regretted  to- 
day may  be  regretted  again  to-morrow. 

Regret  is  imleed  ufcful  and  virtuouSf 
and  not  only  allowable  but  neceflCinTf 
when  it  tends  to  the  amendment  of  life, 
or  to  admonition  of  error  which  we  may 
bf  again  in  danger  of  committing.  But 
a  very  fmall  part  of  .the  moments  fpent 
in  meditation  on  th«  pail,  produce  any 
reafonable  caution  or  falucary  forrow. 
Mod  of  the  mortlfica«ion«  that  we  have 
fu6Fered,  arolc  from  the  concurrence  oi' 
local  and  temporary  circumftances, 
which  ffn  never  meet  again;  and  molk 
oF  our  difappointmenls  have  fucceeileti 
thofe  cxpeftations,  which  life  allows  not 
to  be  formed  a  fecond  time. 

It  would  add  much  to  human  happi- 
nefs,  if  an  art  could  be  taught  of  for- 


getting all  of  which  therememb 
at  once  ufelefs  and  af6iAive,if  t* 
which  never  can  end  in  pleafui 
be  driven  totally  away,  that  th 
might  perform  it's  fun^ioAs 
incumbrance,  and  the  pad  mi 
longer  encroach  upon  the  prefen 

Little  can  be  done  well  to  wl 
whole  mind  is  not  applied ;  the 
of  every  day  calls  for  the  day  t< 
it  is  afligned;  and  he  will  have 
fure  to  regret  ydlcrday's  vezatic 
refohres  not  ta  have  a  new  Cuhjci 
g^t  to-morrow. 

But  to  forget  or  to  remember 
fure,  are  equally  beyond  the  p 
man.  Yet  as  memory  may  be 
by  method,  and  the  decays  of  km 
repaired  by  ftated  times  of  reco! 
fo  the  power  of  forgetting  is  ca] 
improvement.  Reafon  v^ll,  by 
lute  contell,  prevail  over  imag 
and  the  power  may  be  obtained  c 
ferring  the  attention  as  jud£m< 

The  incurfions  of  trou 
thoughts  are  often  violent  and 
tunate;  and  it  is  not  ealy  to  a  n 
cullomed  to  their  inroads  to  exf 
immediately  by  putting  better 
into  motion)  but  this  enemv  of 
above  all  others  weakened  by  t\ 
feat;  the  relle<5lion  which  has  be 
overpowered  and  eie^led,  feldom 
with  any  fomiidable  vehemence 
Employment  is  the  great  in(1 
of  intclle^ual  dominion*  Ti: 
cannot  retire  from  it's  enen>y  ii 
vacancy,  or  turn  afide  from  on 
hut  by  paflTing  to  another.  The 
and  the  i-efentfiii  are  always 
among  thole  wlio  have  nothing 
or  who  do  nothing.  We  mull 
about  good  or  evil,  and  he  to  w 
prcff  n(  oilers  nothing  will  often 
in;j  backwaid  on  the  pall. 


N<^  LXXIIL    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  I 


TH  AT  every  man  would  be  rich  if 
a  with  could  obtain  riches,  is  a 
poiition,  which  I  believe  ft-w  will  con- 
tcft,  at  leaft  in  a  nation  like  ours  in 
•  which  ffooimerce  has  kindled  an  univer- 
£il  emulition  of  wealth,  and  in  which 
money  receiYes  all  the  honours  which 
0re  the  prcper  ri^ht  pf  knowledge  and 


Wt  though  we  arc  all  labou 
gold  as  tor  thr  chief  good,  and 
natural  effort  of  unwearied  d 
have  found  many  expeditious 
of  obtaining  it,  we  have  not  b< 
to  improve  the  art  of  ufiiig  it,  or 
it  produce  mare  happincfs  tha 
forded  in  former  times,  when  e 
claimtr  cx^^v.\a\^<!l  ou  VC%  vivv^^V 
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iOS 


ncry  pbilaropher  CADght  hh  folluwcii 
Id  Mfttz  JT. 

Miny  of  tbe  dangers  imputed  of  old 
tDooH^itaoi  ^tialth,  v^  now  at  an  end. 
Tbe  rich  are  neither  w^yhid  by  rob" 
Int,  nor  wati:h«cl  by  \nfairmtn\  there 
ii  noriiin^  to  be  dreaded  from  profciip- 
tiM»,  ot  LeJEuret.  Thenecenityof  con* 
(nling  tmfure  ha«  long  ce^fed^  no  man 
DMr  needs  Counterfeit  mediucrityj  and 
<imkinn  bii  ptate  and  jewel*  lo  civerni 
vni  d)rkncf«,  or  feaft  hi«  mind  with  ihe 
(onrciQurncft  of  clouded  fpkndouri  of 
fiatry  which  if  ufclcf^  till  it  i>  Ihewn, 
ainJ  whidi  be  daiei  not  ihew. 

In  our  tim«  the  poor  are  (IrongTy 
itmpted  to  atTume  the  appearance  of 
wdtb,  but  tlu!  wealthy  very  rarely  de- 
licto be  thought  poor;  for  we  are  all  at 
full  liberty  to  difplay  riches  by  every 
nodeof  oftentation.  We  fill  our  houfes 
with  uieltft  ornaments,  only  to  fhew 
Ibt  we  can  buy  them;  we  cover  our 
coacbcK  with  gold,  and  employ  artiftt 
b  the  discovery  of  new  fafhions  of  cx- 
pnce;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  found  that 
riches  produce  happinefs. 

Of  richesy  as  of  every  thing  elfe,  the 
ho)«ismore  than  the  enjoyment;  while 
«e  confider  them  as  the  means  to  be 
aiedi  at  fome  future  time,  for  the  attain- 
ment of  feficityi  we  prcfs  on  our  puriuit 
ardently  and  vigoroufly,  and  that  ardour 
Iccum  us  from  wearinefs  of  out  fclves ; 
but  no  fooner  do  we  lit  down  to  enjoy 
our  acquifitionsy  than  we  find  them  in- 
fuflicient  to  fill  up  the  vacuities  of  life. 
One  caufe  which  is  not  always  ob- 
ierved  of  the  infufHciency  of  riches,  is, 
that  they  very  feldom  make  their  owner 
rich.  To  be  rich,-ns  to  have  more  than 
is  defined,  and  more  than  is  wanted;  to 
have  Ibmething  which  may  be  f))ent 
without  reluctance,  and  fcattered  with- 
out care,  with  which  the  fudden  demands 
of  defirc  may  be  gratified,  the  caiiial 
freaks  of  fancy  indulged,  or  the  unex- 
pc^ed  opportunities  of  benevolence  im- 
proved. 

Avarice  is  always  poor,  but  poor  by 
her  own  faiilt.  There  is  another  po- 
verty to  which  the  rich  are  expofed  with 
Icfs  guilt  by  i\\c  officiotirnefs  of  others. 
Every  man,  eminent  for  exuberance  of 
fortune,  is  furrounded  from  morning  to 
evening,  and  from  evening  to  midnight, 
hy  flat'erem,  whofe  art  of  adulation 
confifb  in  exciting  art'thc'ml  wants,  and 
a  forming  new  Schemes  ofprofii(ion, 
Tom  Tmnquil,  when  be  came  to  age. 


found  himfetf  in  poiTeHionof  a  fortuney 
ot  which  the  twentieth  jmrt  might  per* 
haps  hsve  made  bim  rich.  Hi*  temper 
is  eafy,  and  his  affe^ions  foft;  he  re- 
ceives every  m^n  with  kindnefs,  and 
htiTt  him  with  credulity.  His  fiiendt 
took  care  to  fettle  him  by  giving  him  a 
wiffk  whom,  having  no  particular  in- 
clination t  he  rather  accepted  than  chofe^ 
becauie  he  was  told  that  fhe  was  proper 
for  him* 

He  was  now  to  live  with  dignity  pro* 
portionaie  to  his  fortune*  What  hit 
fortune  requires  or  admits  Tom  doe* 
not  knoWf  for  he  has  little  ikill  in  com* 
putation,  and  none  of  his  friends  think 
it  their  interefl  to  improve  it.  If  he 
was  fuJIered  to  live  by  his  own  choice, 
he  would  leave  every  thing  as  be  findf 
ity  and  pafs  through  the  world  dittin- 
guifhcd  only  by  inoffenfive  gentlenefs* 
But  the  minifters  of  luxury  have  marked 
him  out  as  one  at  wholii  expence  they 
may  exercife  their  arts.  A  companion, 
who  had  ju(t  learned  the  names  of  the 
Italian  matters,  runs  from  fale  to  fale, 
and  buys  pictures,  for  which  Mr. 
Tranquil  pays,  without  enquiring  whers 
they  Ihall  be  hung.  Another  nils  his 
garden  with  llatues,  which  Tranquil 
wilhes  away,  but  dares  not  remove. 
One  of  his  friends  is  learning  architec- 
ture by  building  him  a  houfe,  which  he 
nailed  by,  and  enquiiTd  to  whom  it  be- 
longed; another  has  been  for  three 
years  digging  canals  and  raifing  mounts, 
cutting  trees  down  in  one  place,  and 
planting  them  in  another,  on  which 
Tranquil  looks  with  ferene  indifference, 
without  aflcing  what  will  be  the  coft* 
Another  prujticlor  tells  him  that  a  wa- 
ter-work, like  that  of  Verfailles,  will 
complete  the  beauties  of  his  feat,  and 
lays  his  draughts  before  him;  Tranquil 
turns  his  eyes  upon  them,  and  the  tnift 
begins  his  explanations;  Tranquil  raifea 
no  objections,  but  orders  him  to  begin 
the  work,  that  he  may  efcape  from  talk 
which  he  does  not  underftand. 

Thus  a  thoufand  hands  are  bufy  at 
his  expencci  without  adding  to  his  plea- 
fures.  He  pays  and  receives  vifits,  and 
has  loitered  in  publick  or  in  folitude» 
talking  in  fummer  of  the  town,  and  in 
winter  of  the  country,  without  knowing 
that  his  fortune  is  impaired,  till  hiii 
fteward  told  him  this  morning,  that  he 
could  pay  the  wocktnctv  ta  \o»t^%2Et  V^>^x. 
by  mortgaging  ^  n\2dnov. 

^1.  \ 
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N^  LXXIV,    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER   15. 


IN  Ihe  mythological  pedigree  of  learn- 
ing, Mcrrory  is  made  the  mother  of 
the  ^fufel,  by  which  the  maftcrs  of  an- 
cient wifduin»  perhaps^  meant  to  (hew 
the  neceflity  of  (loring  the  mind  copi- 
oufly  with  true  notions,  before  ti'.e  ima- 
gination (hould  be  fuflierrd  to  form  Ac- 
tions or  collect  eml^elliihnients;  for  the 
works  of  an  ignorant  poet  can  afford 
-  jiothing  higher  than  pie  iling  found,  and 
ii^tioii  is  of  no  other  ulc  than  to  diipiay 
the  treafures  of  M:;mory. 

The  ncccfTity  of  Memory  to  the  ac- 
quiiition  of  knowledge  is  ineviiably  U\t 
and  univerfally  allowed,  fo  that  fcarctly 
any  other  of  the  mentu)  faculriis  are 
commonly  confidrrcd  as  ncccif.'ry  to  a 
ituui-U:  he  that  admires  the  proficii  ncy 
of  another*  always  attributes  it  to  tiie 
happinefs  of  his  Memory;  and  he  that 
laments  his  own  t'tcfc^U,  coiiclades 
with  a  wiih  that  his  Memory  was  bet- 
ter. 

It  is  evident,  that  when  the  power  of 
retention  is  wcuk,  nil  tiie  attempts  at 
eminence  of  knowledge  mult  be  vain; 
and  as  few  arc  willirg  to  be  doomed  to 
pci'petual  ignomrice,  I  may,  perhaps,  af- 
ford confolaticn  to  fome  tliat  have  fallen 
too  eafily  into  <k:jior.dence,  by  obllrv- 
mg  that  fucii  wtnkiicis  i?,  in  nu*  opi- 
nion, very  rnri,  and  that  few  h;ive  itn- 
Inn  to  complam  of  Natiii-e  as  uni^iiidly 
lp^ling  of  ihc  gii is  of  Mcincry. 

In  the  common  biifincfii  of  life,  we 
fi:vl  the  Memory  cf  one  like  ihai  of  :in- 
Dther,  and  houelr^y  nnpuuoinilVion^  not 
to  mvoiuntnry  ti'rt:eiluintfs,  but  ciiipu- 
hle inattention;  but  in  literary  eii{|uiiic^y 
t.iilure  is  impurrd  ratl.er  to  want  of  Me- 
morv  than  of  di^i»i:nce. 

We  con Tidtr  o .  I  ft \vn  as  d efc fr i ve  in 
Mem  cry »  eiclitr  nccaufe  we  iciunrihtr 
jri^  than  we  d;*fiJi-,  or  Ids  than  we  fup- 
p'!?  olhcrs  10  re:Mvn:t;er. 

Memo;Y  is   bic    all  ciher    human 

r'»-A'cr<,wltliwhxii  no  nnncin  le  l;ail- 

iit^fl  who  mtf^rircs  tiitm  by  what  he  can 

conceive,  or  l»/  wh-ii  he  can  deiire.     He 

vThf^fe  mind  iv  nioit  i.'np:ioious,  finds  it 

ni'ich  too  nuiiow  for  his  wjlhtt;  he  that 

rtd'.cinhers  molt,  remc.nbers  little  com- 

y/Tirt/  w/rh  wimt  he  forgets.     He  ihere- 

f-  de  thdt,  afccf  the  pefu/iii  of  a  book, 

A/". '5  /vw  j'dcib  r^mjinw^  in  ^»  mind> 


is  not  to  confider  the  difappointment  u 
peculiar  to  himlclf,  or  to  relign  all  hopes 
of  nnprovement,  becaufe  he  docs  not  re- 
tain what  even  the  author  has  peihips 
forgotten. 

He  who  compares  his  Memory  with 
that  of  others,  is  often  too  hafty  to  la- 
ment  the  inequality.  Nature  has  fome- 
times,  indeed,  afforded  examples  of 
enomious,  wonderful,  and  gigantick 
Memory.  Scaliger  reports  of  himfcif, 
that,  in  his  vouth,  he  could  repeat  above 
an  hundreJ  veifes,  having  once  read, 
them ;  and  Barthicus  declares,  that  he 
wrote  his  Comment  upon  Claudian  with- 
out con  fulling  the  text.  But  not  to  have 
fiich  dtgiccs  of  Memory,  is  no  more  to 
be  lamented,  than  nottohavc  theftiength 
of  Hercules,  or  ihe  fwiftnefs  of  Achilles.. 
He  that  in  the  di(tribution  of  good  has 
an  equal  fliare  with  comnion  men,  may 
juftiy  be  contented.  Where  there  is  co 
lb  iking  dlfparity,  it  is  ditficult  to  know 
of  two  which  remembers  molt,  and  ftill 
more  ditiicult  to  dLfcuver  which  read 
with  greater  attention,  which  has  rc- 
ncv.ed  the  fait  iniprcflion  by  more  frc- 
(\-\Lx\x.  repetitions,  or  by  what  accidem:^ 
combination  of  ideas  eiihtir  mind  might 
have  united  any  pur  titular  nahaiive  or 
argunierit  to  it's  icimcr  Itock, 
.  Biit  Memory,  howei'tr  impartially 
d'lMiihuleJ,  io  often  deceives  oui  trutt, 
(li.n  almoit  every  man  attempts,  by 
lume  artifice  or  other,  to  fecure  it*s  fidc- 
l.iy. 

It  is  the  prai^tice  of  many  readers,  to 
nnre  In  the  margin  of  their  books,  the 
molt  importint  paifages,  the  (trongeii 
arguments,  or  ti;c  bnghtelt  fenthnents, 
Tluis  they  load  their  mind^  with  fuper^i 
fiuous  attention,  leprefs  the  vehemence 
ol  curioiity  by  u!clcls  deliberation,  and 
by  fitqucnt  interruption  bi-eak  the  cur- 
rent of  nirraiion  ci  the  chain  of  realbn, 
and  at  hit  cloi'e  the  volume,  and  forget 
the  pall  ages  and  marks  together. 

Others  i  have  found  uryilterably  per* 
fuaded,  that  nothing  is  certainly  remem- 
bered but  what  is  tranfcrilxd;  and  tiiey 
have  therefore  pafTcd  weeks  and  months 
in  transferring  large  quotations  to  a 
common -place  book.  Yet,  why  any 
part  of  a  book,  wV\\cV\  c&w  Vmi  cvk^Vs\U«[V 
at  pkalUYCi  {kigv\d  bt  cuvv%^>\  ^tt-m  xvc- 
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n  iUc  to  difcorfr^  The  band  has  no 
(jfci  correfpt>ntience  with  the  Memory 
•?aa  the  tye.  The  aft  of  writing  iifclf 
dJtnftsthe  Thoughts,  and  what  is  read 
hnce  i%  commonly  b^ter  remcmbeiied 
iKiB  what  i£  tranrcribed,  Tbif  method 
DenfoT^canfumettinievrithouCainflJng 
K^mory. 

The  triK  art  of  Memoiy  ii  the  art 
of  aitention.  No  ma^n  will  read  with 
a-jch  advantage^  wbo  li  not  ahle^  at 
^ifLirC)  10  evacuate  his  mind,  or  who 
bimgt  noc  to  hb  author  aa  intelleft  de- 


fecated and  pure,  neither  turbid  witk 
care,  nor  Jgiiatt^d  by  pl^afure,  Iftht 
repofitoiiei  of  thouj^iit  arc  aJri^^ily  fulJ* 
wh«  can  they  reccii^e^  If  ibe  mind  is 
empLoyed  on  the  pad  or  future,  tb^boolc 
Will  be  held  btf^re  ihe  eyes  in  valn^ 
^ATiat  it  read  with  dtlight  fa  commonii' . 
retained^  bccaufcplenfiirealwayfi  lecurcii 
attrntign^  but  the  buolts  which  are  con^ 
faUctt  by  occiifional  necefftty,  and  per* 
Died  with  im(i'ittience>  feldan*  leave  «uj: 
tr»ce»  on  the  mind. 


N»  LXXV.    SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  m. 


IN  the  time  when  BaiTora  wa<  con- 
bdcrcd  ^t  the  fchool  of  Alia,  and 
flmirifhetl  hy  the  repuifltion  of  it**  pro- 
h^it  and  the  conflutrnceof  it's  fludenta^ 
amgng  the  pupils  that  liftened  round  the 
chaL'of  AJbumatar  was  Gehledditi,  a 
Bitive  of  Taurit  m  PerHa,  ft  young 
91Q  inuible  in  bis  manners  and  beiuti.^ 
fill  in  hit  foTtn,  of  boundleJt  curiolityt 
iKt^ot  diligence,  and  irrcfiltible  ge- 
:  AHis,  of  quick  apprchendon  and  tcnaci- 
c^ii  tDttaory-,  accuiatc  without  narrow- 
ntd^  and  eager  for  novelty  without  in. 
tonftancy, 

Na  ii>oner  did  G«]aleddin  appear  ac 
Baifon,  than  his  virtues  and  abilities 
rufed  hjm  to  diHindlif^n*  Ke  palTed 
IromeUfs  to  <:]^i\t  rather  admired  than 
^rird  by  tbolc  whom  the  rapidity  cf  his 
fff£>greft  left  behind;  he  was  confulted 
by  hiB  fellow 'Ibdcnts  a»  an  oraaibtis 
(»UKfe,  and  Emitted  as  a  competent  au- 
ditor to  the  confeiTnces  of  the  fages. 

After  a  f«ff  y«ar«,  having  palfed 
ihrougb  all  thc4:>cereirei  of  prob^tionp 
Geialeddin  was  invited  to  a  profejror*« 
«m,  »<1  entreated  10  increalc  thefplen- 
dMirofBaflbra.  Gehlrddin  atfraed  to 
ih:iher^icon  the  prcpofalj  with  which, 
brfoie  he  canliden;d  it^  he  rcfol^'ed  to 
comply  ;  and  next  morning  retired  to  a 
garden  planted  for  the  recreation  of  the 
iTtuk&u,  and,  entering  a  folitary  walk., 
began  ic  meditate  upon  hii  future  life . 

*  if  lam  thusemincttr,' J'aidhe,^  in 
'  t^e  regions  of  literature,  I  ihall  be  yet 
'  more  confpicuous  lu  any  other  place  ; 
^  if  I  ihouldnow  devote  my  felf  to  ftndy 
■  snd  retirement,  I  muft  p:iis  my  ^ite  in 
'  iitact,  ufiicqusfijtcd with  ihcdthglm 
*  of'w^ifh,  the  inByictiC^  of  jtowtr^  the 
f  ^  p^mpefgKSUucftj  *ad  the  chanjts  of 


*  elegance,  withdl  that  manenTieiand 

*  dcbrei,  with  uJl  that  keeps  the  world 

*  in  motion,  by  the  hope  of  gaining  o« 

*  the  fear  of  bnng  it.  I  will  thcretora 
'   depart  to  Tauris,  where  the  Perfiaa 

*  monarch  refides  in  all  the  fpicndour  «f 
'  ablolute  dominion  t  my  reputatioftwill 

*  liy  befurc  me,  my  airivdl  will  becoa* 

*  gratulatcd   by  my  kinfmen  and  mf 

*  friends;  I  (hall  foethcejesof  thofrwhu 
'  predifkcd  my  greatnel's  fparkling  witV 

*  exultation,  and  the  faces  of  thofethat 

*  once  defpded  me  clouded  with  envy^ 

*  or  countcrfci:ing  kindncf*  by  ariiiiaaf 
'  fmiles.     I  will  fliew  my  wi(Uom  bf 

*  my  [iifcourfe,  and  my  modci'ation  by 
'  my  liUncej  I  will  inJliuflthemodelt 

*  with  tafy  pentlenels^  and  rcprefs  the 
'  oftcntatiouiby  itaftnablc  fupe^cilioN^- 
*  Mt^i.  My  aparimenis  will  her  croudttl 
'  by  the   intpiiinve  and  the  vain,  by 

*  thuiethat  honour  nnd  ihoJe  that  liv.d 
<  mej  my  nime  wjll  ibon  reach  the 
'  court;  I  fliall  Hand  before  the  throne 

*  of  the  emperor;  the  judges  nf  the  la^ 
'  will  confefs  my  wifdom,  ind  the  no^ 
'  bles  wUl  contend  to  heap  gifts  upon 
'  me^     If  I   fliall  find  that  my  nwrit* 

*  like  that  of  othersi  excites  malignity, 

*  or  ft;ci  myfelf  tottering  on  the  Jeat  o*^ 
'  elevation,  I  may  at  hit  retire  to  act- 

*  dtmicalohfturity,  and  become,  in  my 
*■  Jowelt  i^te,  a  profedbr  of  B^Hbr:)/ 

Having  thui  fettled  hit  dctcrminarion* 
hedc:elared   to  his  friends  his  delign  of 
VilitingTaurii,  and  fitwwith  moreplea'* 
fnte  than  he  ventured  to  exprcfsi  theip- 
^ret  with  which  he  was  dijinifTcd,      He 
could  not  bear  10  dt^ay  \\\t  Vfi'noyivs  xio 
which  he  wa«  dcCtin^d,   ^nd  \Vkt\^^oY^ 
haftcd  away,  and  in  a  ftvon  ume  ttwtifrA 
tic  capiul  of  P^Qai.     Uft  vfw*  VTOinedcv- 


foS 
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alUt\y  immetfcd  in  the  crowd,  and  paifcrd 
unobferved  to  his  fathers  hoiife.  He 
entered,  and  was  received,  though  not 
unkindly,  yet  without  any  excefs  of 
Ibndnefs  or  exclamations  of  rapture. 
His  father  had,  in  his  abfence,  I'ufTered 
ttiany  loflcs,  and  Gelaleddin  was  confi- 
dered  as  an  additional  bunhen  to  a  fall- 
ing family. 

When  he  recovered  from  his  furprize, 
he  began  to  difplay  his  acquifitions,  and 
friflifed  all  the  arta  of  narration  and 
clifquiiition  t  but  the  poor  have  no  lei- 
iiire  to  be  pleafed  with  eloquence;  they 
heard  his  arguments  without  refle^lion, 
and  his  pleaSmtries  without  a  fmtle.  He 
then  applied  himfelf  rinjgly  to  his  bro- 
thers and  lifters,  but  found  them  all 
cbaincd  down  by  invariable  attention  to 
their  own  fortunes,  and  infeniihle  of  any 
other  excellence  than  that  which  could 
bring  fonte  remedy  for  indigence. 

It  was  now  known  in  the  neighbour- 
hood that  Gelaleddin  was  returned,  and 
he  iate  for  foine  days  in  cxpqflation  that 
the  learned  would  vifit  him  For'confult- 
ation,  or  the  gi'eat  for  entertainment. 
But  who  will  be  plealed  or  inftrufted  in 
the  maniioiis  of  Poverty  ?  He  then  fre- 
oixented  places  of  public  refort,  and  en - 
jbavoured  to  attract  notice  by  the  copi- 
dktnefs  of  his  talk.  The  fpritely  were 
filenced,  and  went  away  to  cenlure  in 


fome  other  place  his  arrogance  ii 
pedantry;  and  the  dull  iiftened  c 
tor  a  while,  and  then  wondeitc 
auy  man  fhould  take  pains  to  obi 
much  knowledge  wiiich  would  nc 
him  good. 

He  next  folicited  the  vificrs  fc 
ployment,  not  doubting  but  his 
would  be  eagerly  accepted.  H 
told  by  one  that  there  was  no  vaa 
his  office;  by  another,  that  his 
was  above  any  patronage  but  thai 
emperors  by  a  third,  that  he  wo 
forget  him{  and  Ir^  the  chief 
that  he  did  not  think  literature  < 
great  tife  in  poblick  bufinefi.  ] 
fometimes  admitted  to  their  tables, 
he  exerted  his  wit  and  dififufed  his 
ledee;  but  he  obferred,  that  wh 
endeavour  or  accident,  he  hadr 
ably  excelled,  he  was  feldom  \py 
fecond  time. 

He  now  returned  to  BaiTora,  ^ 
'and  difgufted,  but  confident  oif 
ing  his  former  rank,  and  revdlin 
in  fatiety  of  praife.  But  he  w 
.  been  negle^ed  at  Tauris,  was  ne 
regarded  at  BalFora;  he  was  coi 
as  a  fugitive,  who  returned  only 
he  could  live  in  no  odier  places  li 
panions  found  that  they  had  f 
over-rated  his  abilities,  and  hclii 
without  notice  or  efteem« 


N^  LXXVI.    SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER 


TO  THE   IDLER. 


ST», 


I  Was  much  pleafed  with  your  ridicule 
of  thofe  (hallow  Criticks,whofe  judg- 
ment, though  often  right  as  far  as  it 
goes,  yet  reaches  only  to  inferior  beau- 
ties, and  who,  unable  to  comprehend 
the  whole,  judge  only  by  parts,  and 
Irom  thence  determine  the  merit  of  ex- 
tenfive  works.  But  ^ere  is  another  kind 
Af  Critick  ftill  wojfe,  who  judges  by 
narrow  rules,  and  thofe  too  often  falfe} 
•^nd  which,  though  they  fhould  be  true, 
and  founded  on  nature,  will  lead  hini 
but  a  very  little  way  towards  the  juli 
pltimation  of  the  fublime  beauties  in 
work^  of  genius;  for  whatever  part  of 
an  an  can  be  executed  or  criticiled  by 
rtile*,  that  part  is  no  longer  the  woric 
^f  genius,  which  impliet  excellence  out 
mi' tJie reach  of  nltSu  For  my  own  part, 


I  profefs  myfelf  an  Idlers  snd 
give  my  judgment,  fuch  as  it  i 
my  immediate  perceptions, 
much  fatigue  of  Uiinkmgi  and 
opinion,  that  if  a  man  has  not  tl 
ceptions  right,  it  will  be  rain  f< 
endeavour  to  fupply  their  place  1 
which  may  enable  him  to  tal 
learnedly,  but  not  to  diftineu 
acutely.  Another  reafon  whicli 
fened  my  aflre6)ion  for  the  ftudj 
ticifm  is,  that  Ciiticks,  fo  far  i 
obfervetly  debar  themfelves  fron 
ing  any  pleafure  from  the  politt 
the  fame  nme  that  they  profef: 
and  admire  them:  for  thcfc  ruh 
always  upperitiofl,  give  ihera 
propcnfity  to  criticife,  that,  in 
eiving  up  the  reins  of  their  ima 
luio  vVvcW  auxViot'i.  VyauA^^  vW 
iniud%  Mt  erov^o^^'W^  t^iiTOiv^ 


THE    IDLER. 


»0, 


»rm2nce  be  according  to  the 

wh»  are  refolved  to  be  Cri- 

of  nature^  and  at  the  fame 
I  great  difpofition  to  much 
ftudyy  I  would  recommend 
Furae  the  character  of  Con- 
ic h  may  be  purchafed  at  a 
r  rate  than  that  of  a  Criticlc 
The  remembrance  of  a  few 
inters,  with  their  genei-al 
vith  a  few  rules  of  the  aca- 
li  thev  may  pick  up  among 
,  will  go  a  great  wav  to- 
g  a  very  notable  con  nuifTcur. 
mtleman  of  this  caft,  I  vi- 
ek  the  Cartoons  at  Hamp- 
he  was  juft  returned  from 
kiMifleur  of  courfe,  and  cf 
KHith  full  of  nothing  but  the 
fiielley  the  purity  of  Dome- 

leaming  of  Pouflin,  thenir 
he  greatnefs  of  tafte  of  the 
andthe  fublimity and  grand 

Michael  Angelo;  with  all 
be  cant  of  criticifm,  which 
with  that  volubility  which 
ofe  orators  have  who  annex 
heir  words. 

re  pafling  through  the  rooms i 
to  the  gallery,  I  made  him 
/hole  length  of  Charles  the 
idyke,  as  a  perfect  lepiefen- 
!  charafler  as  well  as  the 
man-  He  agreed  it  was  very 

wanted  fpirit  and  contraiti 
t  the  flowing  line,  without 
aire  could  not  poflibly  be 
When  we  entered  the  gal- 
^ht  I  could  perceive  him  re- 
ts rules  by  which  he  was  to 
Faelle.  I  (hall  pafs  over  his 
of  the  boats  being  too  little, 
:riticirms  of  that  kind,  till 
at  St,  Paul  preacking. 
yt  he,  '  is  efteemed  the  moll 
of  all  the  Cartoons  {  what 
I  what  dignity  there  is  in 
t  of  St.  Paul!  and  yet  what 
on  to  that  noblenefs  could 

have  given,  had  the  art  of 
een  known  in  his  time !  but 
9  the  flowing  line,  which 
t  srace  and  beauty.  You 
It  tbeo  have  feen  an  upright 
nding  equally  on  both  legs, 

hands  ftjretched  forward  in 
direAion,  and  his  drapery, 
earancc^  without  the  kMilsLTt 


turc  is  the  Cbargi  to  Petit.  «  Here* 
fays  he,   *  are  twelve  upright  figures; 

*  what  a  pity  it  is  that  RafTaelle  was  not 

*  acquainted  with  the  pyramidal  princi- 

*  pie  I  he  would  then  hai'e  contrive<l  the 
'  figures  in  the  middle  to  have  been  oA 

*  higher  ground,   or  the  figurei  at  the 

*  extremities  ftooping  or  lyinKi  which 

*  would  not  only  have  formed  the  group 

*  into  the  (hape  of  a  pyramid)  but  like* 

*  wife  Contrafled  the  flanding  figures. 
'  Indeed,*  added  he,  *  I  have  often  lit. 

*  mented  that  fo  great  a  genius  as  Raf- 

*  faelle  had  not  lived  in  this  enlightenec^ 
'  age,  (ince  the  art  has  been  reduced  to 
<  princi;ile«,  and  had  had  his  education 

*  in  one  of  the  modem  academies;  what 

*  glorious  works  might  we  then  havo 

*  exj)c6>e«l  from  his  divine  pencil!* 

I  fhall  trouble  you  no  longer  with 
my  friend's  obl'ervations,  which,  I  fup- 
pofe,  you  are  no«v  able  to  continue  by 
yoiu'felf.  It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that, 
at  the  I'jme  time  that  great  admiration  it 
pretended  for  a  name  of  fixed  reputa- 
tion, obie6lions  are  railed  agai'nft  thofe 
very  qualities  by  which  that  great  name 
was  acquired, 

TnolcChticks  are  continually  lament- 
ing that  KafFielle  had  not  the  colouring; 
and  harmony  of  Rubens,  or  the  light 
and  (hadow  of  Rembrant,  without  con- 
fidcring  how  much  the  gay  harmony 
of  the  former,  and  affectation  of  the 
latter,  would  take  from  the  dignity  of 
Raifaelle;  and  yet  Rubens  had  great 
harmony,  and  Rembrant  underifood 
light  and  fliadow ;  but  what  may  be  an 
excellence  in  a  lower  clafs  of  painting, 
becomes  a  blemiih  in  a  higher;  as  the 
quick,  fprightly  turn,  which  is  the  life 
and  beauty  of  cpigrammatick  conipoii- 
tions,  would  but  ill  fuit  with  the  ma- 
jcfty  of  heroick  poetry, 

To  conclude)  I  would  not  be  thought 
to  infer  from  any  thing  that  has  been 
faid,  that  rules  are  ablolutely  unnecef- 
fary,  but  to  cenfure  fcrupulofit^,  a  fer- 
vile  attention  to  minuteexa£>neu,  which 
is  fometimes  inconfiilent  with  higher  ex- 
cellency, and  is  loft  in  the  blaze  of  ex- 
panded genius. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  will 
think  painting  a  general  fubjeft.  By 
inferting  this  letter,  perhaps  you  will 
incur  the  cenfure  a  man  would  deferve« 
whofe  bufinefs  being  to  entertain  a  whole 
room,  fliould  turn  his  back  to  the  com- 

faoy,  and  talk,  to  &  ^moi\a£  ^iVioa« 
am.  Sir.  |cc« 


(Kaaim^i 


Ut' 


no 
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EASY  Pbetry  is  nniverfally  admir- 
eU)  but  I  know  not  whether  any 
iule  has  yet  been  fixed,  by  which  it  may 
be  decided  when  Poetry  can  be  properly 
called  cafy.  Jlocace  has  told  us,  that 
U  is  fuch  as  £very  reader  tapes  to  equal, 
kut  iifier  lug  Uioi^rfndf  uHattainable* 
This  is  a  very  joolie  defcriptioni  in 
which  only  the  eflfcfl  is  noted;  the  qua- 
lities which  -produce  this  effect  remain 
tobeinveftigated. 

kalV  poftry  is  that  in  which  natural 
tbougbts  are  exprefled  without  violence 
to  the  language.  The  dticriir.inating 
diarader  of  Eal'e  confifts  principally  in 
theiii6ljon,  for  all  true  poetry  requires 
that  the  feRtimcDts  be  natural.  Lan- 
guage fuffers  violence  by  harfli  or  by 
4  <riug  figures,  by  tranfpofition,  by  un- 
vluai  acceptations  of  words,  and  by  any 
littnce,  which  would  be  avoided  by  a 
writer  of  proie.  Where  any  aitificr  ap- 
■  prars  in  the  conllmclion  of  the  veric, 
that  verfe  is  no  longer  eafy.  Any  epi- 
thet which  can  be  ejected  without  <iiini. 
BUtipn  oi  the  fenie>  any  curious  itcra- 
tioQ  of  the  ^ne  word,  and  all  unufual, 
though  not  ungraminatical  itru<^ure  of 
Ipetcti^  deiii  oy  (he  {i|race  of  taly  poetry. 
Th(i:firlt  lines  ot  Pope's  Iliad  aifurd 
czarupliiS  of  many  jicences  which  ancaly 
writei  mull  decline. 

Afhilk  rveth^  to  Orreec  tbfi  dh-fulfprm^ 
Ct  woTi  unpumber*d,  heavnly  Coddel&nng, 
The  vrratl)  which /titrfi/ to  P\Mlb^sgt9omy  riign 
The  Ibuls  of  miiibty  chiefs  untimely  liain. 

In  the  firft  couplet  the  language  is  dif- 
torted  by  iiiverfiQns»  clogged  with  I'u- 
Iperfluiticsy  and  clouded  by  a  harfh  me- 
taphor ^  and  in  the  iecond  there  are  two 
words  ulcd  in  an  uncommon  ienfci  and 
two  epithets  inferted  only  to  lengthen 
die  line;  all  thefe  pra£Uces  may  in  a 
long  work  eafily  be  pardoned*  but  they 
liways  produce  fome  degree  of  obfcuricy 
«ud  niggedncfs. 

Eafy  poetry  has  bsenfo  long  excluded 
ky  ambition  of  ornament,  and  luxnri- 
tncc  of  imagery,  that  it*s  nature  feems 
BOW  tobemgotten.  Affection,  how- 
cfcr  oppofite  to  cafe^  is  fometimes  mif* 
taken  for  it;  tod  thofe  who  afpire  to 
gcatie  el^nct,  collet  female  phrafet 


Sine  that  ftylc  to  be  cafv  1 
as  made  familiar.  Such 
of  the  poet  who  wrote  ti 
verfes  to  a  Commtf/t  cutting  ^ 

PmUas  grew  'vafrtfi  wet  and 
She  would  not  io  the  /eafl  i 

Zither  for  Goddefs  or  for  God 
Nor  work,  nor  play,  nor  pi 

Jove  frown'd,aod  «Ufe/  hecr 
<  So  fkilful,  and  thofe  haud 

'  Do  fomcthing  exquifite  and  < 
She  bow'd,  obeyed  him,  an 

This  vexing  him  who  gave  her 

Thought  by  all  heavrn  a  ^i 
Jfhat  Joes /be  next,  but  bids  oi 

Htt  Burlingten  do  juft  the  i 
Ptf/Ztfi,  you  give  yourfclf/riW 

But  fiirc  you'll  find  it  hard 
The  fcufe  and  uHc  of  one  tha 

The  name  of  Haii/e  and  of 

Alas!  one  bad  example  fhowr 
Haw  quickly  ail  the  fez  put 

Setf,  Madam !  lee  *hc  arts  o'e 
Between  John  (hxrtvn  andj 

It  is  t!ie  prerogative  of  c: 
be  undcrftood  as  long  as  i 
lafts;  bnt  mode*  of  Ipecch; 
their  prevrilenc^only  i<>  mo< 
tb  the  eminence  ot  thoic  th 
dicnway  with  their  inventor 
meaning,  in  a  few  years^ 
known. 

Eafy  poetry  is  cornmon 
petty  compofitions  upon  min 
but  eafe,  though  it  exclude 
admit  greatnefs.  Many  lii 
Soliloquy  are  at  once  cafy  a 

•Tis  the  Divinity  that  ftirs  wltl 
*Tis  Heaven  itteifthatpo'.ntsou 
And  intimates  eternity  to  man 
■  If  there's  a  Power  abo' 

And  that  there  is  aJI  Nature  c 
Thro' all  her  works  he  mud  del 
And  that  which  he  delights  in  n 

Nor  is  eafe  more  contrary  u 
fublimlty;  the  celebrated  l(a 
ley,  on  a  lady  elaborately  ( 
nothing  of  it*s  freedom  by 
the  fentiment. 

Th'  adorning  thee  with  fo  b 
Is  but  a  barb* root  fkifl, 

*Tislike  the  pois'nin^  of  a  d 
To«  af  X  W^tt  WkiVU 
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leemt  io  hive  pofreflfed  the 
ridngeafily  beyond  any  other 
a,  yet  hit  purfnit  of  remote 
d  him  often  into  harOine fs  of 
Waller  often  attempted, 
attained  it  j  for  he  is  too  fre- 
iven  into  tranfpofitions.  The 
a  the  time  of  Drydeo,  hare 
advanced  in  embelliihmeht, 
uently  departed  front Timpli- 
fe. 
lire  from  any  author  many 


pieces  of  eafy  poetfy,  Would  he  indeed 
to  opprefs  him  with  too  hard  a  tafk^  It 
is  ]e(s  difficult  to  write  a  volume  of  lines 
fvrelled  with  epithets,  brightened  by 
figures,  and  ftitfened  by  tranfpofitions^ 
than  to  produce  a  few  couplets  graced 
only  by  naked  elegance  and  fimpl6  pu> 
rity,  which  require  fo  inuch  care  and 
fkill,  that  I  doubt  whether  any  of  our 
authors  has  yet  been  able,  for  twenty 
lines  together,  nicely  to  obfenre  the  trut 
definition  of  eaTy  poetry. 
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ifled  the  fummer  in  one  of 
»ces  to  which  a  mineral  fpring 
die  and  luxurious  an  annual 
elbrting,  whenever  they  fancy 
offended  by  the  heat  of  Lou- 
at  is  the  inje  niotive  of  this 
aflembly,  I  have  nevei-  yet 
9  dilcover.  The  greater  part 
mfs  neither  feel  difeafes  nor 

What  plcafure  can  be  ex- 
e  than  the  raricty  of  the  jour- 
w  net,  for  the  numbers  are 
»r  privacy,  and  too  fmall  for 

As  each  is  known  to  be  a 
le  reft,  ihey  all  live  in  cond- 
nt;  and  having  but  a  narrow 
eniure,  they  grailfy  it's  crav- 
ying  on  one  another. 
y  condition  has  ibmeadvan^ 
this  confinement,  a  fmaller 
^opportunities  fur  moreexa^ 
•  The  glafs  that  magnifies 
:onti  a£ls  the  fight  to  a  ]>oint, 
id  mult  be  fixed  upon  a  lingle 
)  remark  it's  minute  peculia- 
quality  or  habit  which  pafTes 

in  the  tumult  of  fucccfTive 
,  becomes  confpicuous  when 

to  the  notice  day  after  day; 
I  I  have,  without  any  dilltnd't 

thoufands  like  my  lAte  com* 
»r  when  the  fcene  can  be  va- 
fure,  a  flight  difguli  turns  us 
I  a  deep  imprefTion  can  be 
the  mind. 

ras  a  felefl  fett,  fuppofcd  to 
iihed  by  luperiority  of  intel- 
always  paffed  the  evening  to- 
o  be  admitted  to  tkeir  con- 
•as  the  higheft  lionour  of  the 
y  youths  alpired  to  di/linc- 
tmdf'n^  to  occafional  inrita- 
bt  Jadi€S  were  of  tan  wiftoDg 


to  be  men,  that  they  might  partake  tht 
pleafures  of  learned  fbciety^ 

1  know  not  whether  by  merit  or  de« 
ftiiiy,  I  was,  foon  after  my  arrivtl,  ad- 
mitted to  this  envied  party,  which  I  fre- 
quented till  I  had  learn^d^  the  art  by 
which  each  endeavoured  to  fupport  his 
charafter. 

Tom  Steady  was  a  vehement  aflTertor 
of  Uncontroverted  truth;  and  by  keeping 
himfelf  out  of  tlie  reach  of  contradic- 
tion, had  acquired  all  the  confidence 
which  the  confcioufnefs  of  irrefi^ibls 
abilities  could  have  given.  I  was  Mice 
mentioning  a  man  of  eminencei  and» 
afta'  having  recounted  his  virtues^  en- 
deavoured to  reprefent  him  fully^  by 
mentioning  his  faults.  *  Sir,*  faid  Mr« 
Steady,  *  that  he  has  faults  I  can  eafil/ 
'  believe,  for  who  is  without  them?  Mo 

*  man.  Sir,  is  now  alive,  among  the 
'  innumerable  multitudes  that  iWarm 

*  upon  the  earth,  however  wife,  orhow« 

*  ever  good,  who  has  not,  in  Tome  de- 

<  gree,  his  failings  and  his  faultl^     If 

*  there  be  any  man  faultlefs,  bring  him 

*  forth  into  publick  view,  (hew  hhti 

*  Of>enly,  and  let  him  be  known  j  but  I 

*  will  venture  to  affirmy  and,  till  the 

*  contrary  be  plainly  fhewn,  fhsil  al* 

*  ways  maintain,  that  no  fuch  man  h  to 

*  be  found.    Tell  not  me.  Sir,  ofim* 

<  peccability  md  perfe^ion;  fuch  talk 
'  IS  for  thoie  that  are  flrangert  in  the 

*  world:  I  have  feen  feveral  nations^ 

*  and  converted  with  all  raaks  of  pee^le  | 

<  I  have  known  thr  grMt  and  the  mesn^^ 

*  the  learned  and  the  igftorsint,  the  old 

*  and  the  young,  the  clerical  and  the 

*  lajr*  but  I  have  never  found  a  nani^ 

<  without  a  f«u\t^^i^\C«^%^i^^ 

•befuvV  ' 

If  ■» 
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To  all  thU  nothing  could  beoppofcd. 
I  liilenecl  with  a  hanging  heaa;  Mr. 
Steady  looked  lound  on  the  hearers  with 
triumph,  and  faw  every  eye  congratu- 
lating his  vi6lory  j  he  departed,  and  Ipcnt . 
the  next  morning  in  following  thofe  wlio 
retired  from  the  company,  and  telling 
them,  with  injun6lions  of  fecrecy,  how 
poor  Spritely  began  to  take  liberties  w^th 
men  wifer.than  himfelf;  but  that  he  Aip- 
pre(Ied  him  by  a  decifive  argument, 
which  put  him  totally  to  filence. 

Dick  Snug  is  a  man  of  fly  remark 
and  pithy  fcntentioufnefs:  he  never  im- 
merges  himfelf  in  the  ft  ream  of  convir- 
fation,  but  lies  to  catch  his  companions 
in  the  cJdy :  he  is  often  very  fuccefsful 
in  breaking  narratives  and  confounding 
eloquence.  A  gentleman,  giving  the 
hi(loi7  of  one  of  his  acquaintance,  made 
mention  of  a  lady  that  had  many*loversx 
—y  Then,*  faid'Dick,  *  fhe  was  cither 
•  handibme  or  rich.'  This  ohlervaiion 
being  well  received,  Dick  watched  the 
progrefs  of  the  tale;  and  healing  of  a 
man  loll  in  a  Ihipwrcck,  remarked,  that 
no  man  ivm  iver  drouumd  upon  dry 
land. 

Will  Startle  is  a  man  of  exquifite  fen- 
fibiiity,  whofe  delicacy  of  frame,  and 
quicknefs  of  difcemment,  fubjed  him  to 
impreflions  from  the  iliirhteft  caufes;  and 
who  therefoi-e  paffes  his  life  between  rap- 
ture and  horror,  in  quiverings  of  delight, 
or  convulfions  of  difgult.  His  emotions 
are  too  violent  for  many  words  j  his 
thoughts  are  always  difcovercd  by  tx,- 
damations.  yile^  odious,  horrid^  detefl- 
ablif  and  fwe€t,  chai'.ming^  delightjul, 
tifionifiing^  com|)ofe  almoli  his  whole 
vocabulary,  wliich  he  utters  with  vari- 
ous contortions  and  gelt iculations,  not 
eafd'y  related  or  defci  ibed.  , 

Jack  Solid' is  a  man  of  much  reading, 
^^-ho  utters  nothing  but  quotations:  but 
having  been,  I  i'u])pofe,  too  confident 


of  his  memory,  he  has  for  : 
negle^led  his  books,  and  his  (I 
eveiy  day  more  fcanty.  Mr. 
found  an  opportunity  every  ni 
peat  from  Hud  i  bras— 

Duubtlefs  the  pleafure  is  a;:  ; 
Of  being  cheated,  as  to  chcai 

And  from  Waller — 

Poets  lofc  half  the  praifcthey  wou 
Were  it  but  known  that  they  difc 

Dick  Miftyis  a  man  of  dee] 
and  forcible  penetration.  C 
content  with  fuperficial  ap)>ear; 
Dick  holds,  that  there  is  no  el 
out  a  caufe,  and  values  himfdi 
j)o\ver  of  explaining  the  ditii 
difplaying  the  abllrufc.  Upor 
among  us  which  of  two  young 
was  more  beautiful—*  Vou,' 
Mifty,  turning  to  me,  « like  Ai 

*  better  than  Chloris.    I  don 

*  at  the  preference,  for  the  ca 

*  dent:  there  is  in  man  a  per 

*  haimony,  and  a  fenfibility  c 

*  tion,  which  touches  the  fine 

*  the  mental  texture ;  and  befo 

*  can  defcend  from  her  throne 

*  her  fentence  upon   the  thii 

*  pared,  drives  us  towards  the  c 

*  portioned  to  our  faculties,  I 

*  pulfe  gentle,  yet  iiTcfiltible; 

*  nannonick  fyltem  of  the  uni 

*  the  reciprocal  magnetifm  c 

*  natures,  are  always  operatini 

*  conformity  and  union;   noi 

*  poweis  of  the  foul  ceafe  frc 

*  tion,  till  they  find  fomcthing 

*  they  ciin.rejiofe.'  To  this  no 
oppofed,  and  Amaranthia  was 
ledged  to  excel  Chloris. 

Of  the  relt  you  may  expefl  a 
from,  Sir,  yours, 

£OBIN  Sp 
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TO  THB   IDLER* 
Sit, 

YOUR  acceptance  of  a  former  let- 
ter on  Painting  gives  me  encou- 
ragement to'offerafcw  roort  Iketches 
^n  tht  fame  fubicft. 
Among/i tfie  Painters,  and  fhe  writers 
^rmmn'hjr;  there  />  vne  tnaxim  un(- 


verfally  admitted  and  contlnua 
cated.  Imitate  nature  is  the  i 
rule 5  but  I  know  none  who 
plained  in  what  manner  this 
be  under ftood;  theconftquence 
is,  that  every  one  takes  it  in 
obvious  fenfc,  that  olijeits  are  i 
cd  naturally  When  they  have  G 
that  lUcy  Cum  t^aI-     V\  m* 
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vpit  to  hear  this  fenfe  of 
ited;  but  it  muft  be  confi- 
the  excellency  of  a  Painter 
in  this  kind  of  imitation, 
i  lofe  it*s  rank,  and  be  no 
ered  as  a  liberal  art,  and 
ny,  this  imitation  being 
meal,  in  which  the  (lowelt 
wap  fure  to  fucceed  bell; 
:  of  genius  cannot  itoop  to 
which  the  undcrllanding 
ind  what  pretence  has  the 
kindred  with  Poetry,  but 
ovtT  the  imagination?  To 
•  Painter  of  genius  dhefls 
:nfe  he  lludics  nature,  and 
It  his  end,  even  by  l)ting 
the  confined  Icnfc  of  the 

ftylc  of  Painting  requires 
Utention  to  be  cart:fully 
mull  be  kept  as  fcparate 

ftyle  of  Poetry  from  that 
'ottical  ornaments  dtftroy 
uth  and  plainnels  which 
ra£^erize  hilloryj  but  tlic 
i>octiy  comilts  in  depart- 
lain  narration,  rind  adopt- 
anient  that  will  wann  the 

To  tielire  to  ll-e  the  ex- 
ch  (lyle  united,  to  mingle 
h  the  Italian  fchiK)!,  is  to 
ties  which  cannot  rubfift 
which  dcrtroy  the  efficacy 
Tlif  Italian  attends  only 
lie,  the  gitat  and  gentrd 
re  fixed  and  inhei^-nt  in 
re;  thcDiitcii,  on  thccon- 
,1  troth  and  a  minute  ex- 

detad,  as  I  may  lay,  of 
d  by  accident.  The  at- 
c  jictty  peculiarities  is  the 

tiiiN  natuialnels  lb  much 
ic  Dutch  pictures,  which, 

it  to  be  a  hcauiy,  is  cer- 
k-er  ordci,  which  ought  to 

beauty  of  a  Inperior  kind, 
ot  be  obtamcd  but  by  dc- 

hc  other. 

on  was  alked  conccrninpj 
Michael  Angelo,  whether 
reive  any  advantage  from 
Tiechanical  merit,  I  fhould 

fjy  they  would  not  only 
vantage,  but  woidd  lofe, 

fure,  the  elfcft  which  they 
every  mind  fulceptibje  of 
,e  ideas.  His  works  may 
ill  eenius  and  Ibul,  ami 
ry  be  haded  with  heavy 


mattei-  which  can  only  countrnif^.hfs 
purpofe  by  retarding  the  progrels  of  the 
imagination. 

If  this  opinion  fhould  be  thought  one 
of  the  wild  extravagances  of  enthufiafm^ 
I  ihall  only  lay,  that  thole  who  cenfure 
it  are  not  convcrfant  in  the  works  of  the 
great  mafters.  It  is  very  difticult  to 
detennine  the  exaft  degree  of  enthufiafm 
that  the  arts  of  Painting  and  Poetry  may 
admit.  There  may  perhaps  be-too  great 
an  indul^ce  as  well  as  too  {irreat  a  re- 
itraintot  imagination }  and  if  tlie  one 
produces  incoherent  monilers,  the  other 
I)roduces  what  is  full  as  bad,  lifelcfs  in- 
fipidity.  An  intimate  knowledge  of  tlie 
palTions,  and  good  I'enfe,  but  not  com- 
mon ienfe,  mull  at  laft  determine  it*g 
limits.  It  has  been  thought,  and  I  be« 
lieve  with  reafon,  that  ^?lchael  Angelo 
fometimes  tranfgrefltd  thofe  limits;  and  I 
think  I  have  feen  figures  of  him  of  which 
it  was  very  difficult  to  determine  whether 
they  wei-c  in  the  highcft  degree  iublime 
or  extremely  ridiculous.  Such  fault* 
may  be  faid  lo  be  the  ebullitions  of  ge- 
nius; but  at  lead  he  had  this  merit,  that 
he  never  was  infipid,  and  whatever  naf- 
fion  his  works  may  excite,  they  will  aU 
ways  efcape  contempt. 

What  I  have  had  under  confidcration 
is  the  lublimelV  ftyle,  particulaily  that  of 
Michael  Angelo,  the  Homer  of  Paint- 
ing. Other  kinds  may  admit  of  this 
naturalncl's,  which  of  the  lowelt  kiiid  is 
the  chief  merit;  but  in  Painting,  as  in 
Poetry,  the  highelt  ftyle  has  the  lealt  of 
common  nature. 

One  may  very  .lafcly  recommend  a 
little  more  enthufiafm  to  the  modcra 
Piintcrs;  too  much  is  certainly  not  (he 
vice  of  the  prefent  age.  The  Itdians 
fecm  to  have  been  continually  declining 
in  this  ref|)ea  from  the  time  of  Michael 
AnG:clo  to  that  of  Carlo  Majaiti,  and 
from  thence  to  the  very  bathos  of  iniipi- 
diiy  to  which  they  are  now  funk;  («» 
that  there  is  no  heed  of  remarJcing,  that 
whe^e  I  mentioned  the  Italian  Painters  in 
opp(>fition  to  the  Dutch,  I  mean  not  the 
moderns,  but  the  heads  of  the  old  Ro- 
man and  Bolognian  fchools;  nor  did  I 
mean  to  include  in  my  idea  of  an  Ita- 
lian Painter,  the  Venetian  fchool,  which 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  Dutch  part  of  tbo 
Italian  genius.  Lhaveonly  to  add  a  word 
pf  advice  to  the  Painters,  that  however 
excellent  they  may  be  in  painting  natu- 
rally, they  would  wot  ^VAw  )XvwKvSAHt\ 
very  much  upon  It',  wvOL\o^iv.tCoTv\»vl- 
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feur«,  that  wlieii  they  fee  nnt  or  a  fiddle 
rjlinted  fo finely,  that,  as  the  phrafe  is»  It 
msasifjouovldtake  it  uf,  they  would 


not  for  that  rnfon  immediaidy.eon« 
para  the  painter  to  lUffaelle  and  MicM 
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THAT  evpi  y  (lay  has  it's  pains  and 
Ibrrovvs  is  univerfally  experienced, 
and  ahnotl  univerfally  confcflld:  hut  let 
\ii  not  attend  only  to  mouriifiil  truths; 
it  wc  look  impartially  about  us,  we  (hall 
find  that  every  day  has  likewife  it^s  pica- 
i'ures  and  it's  joys. 

The  time  is  now  come  when  the  town 
is  again  beginning  to  be  full,  and  tlie 
ruflicated  beauty  fees  an  end  of  her  ba- 
Tiiftiment.  Thofe  whom  tht  tyranny  of. 
Fafhion  had  condemned  topafs  thcfum- 
mer  among  Oiadcs  and  hiuoks,  are  now 
preparing  to  return  to  plays,  balls,  and 
aflrembli«»,  with  health  ici^oird  by  re- 
tirement, and  fpirits  kindled  by  expec- 
tation. 

Many  a  mind  which  has  iangulihed 
fomp  months  without  cmotii'^n  or  defiic, 
now  fe^ls  a  fuddcn  renovation  of  it's 
faculties.  It  wab  long  a^'o  cliftn'ed  by 
Pythagoras,  that  Ability  and  NectlHiy 
dwell  near  each  other.  Skc  that  wan- 
dered in  the  garden  without  fenfc  of  it's 
fragrance,  and  lay  day  atter  day  llutch- 
cd  upon  a  couch  behmda  gretn  curtaini 
vnwiliing  to  wake  and  unable  to  fleep, 
now  fummons  hrr  thoughts  to  confidtr 
which  cf  her  laft  year's  doaihs  (hall  be 
fteu  again,  an<l  to  anticipate  tlie  rap- 
tures of  a  new  fuit;  the  d.iy  and  the  nir;Iit 
ai'e  now  filled  with  occupation  j  the la.cs 
whici)  wcif  too  fine  to  K-  worn  rimorij 
niflichf,  aie  taken  from  the  boxrs  and 
reviewed,  and  the  eye  is  no  fooner 
clofed  after  it's  labours,  than  whgle 
flipps  of  f:lk  l)uly  the  far.cy. 

iiui  happinc.s  is  nothing;  if  it  i<  not 
known,  ai.d  vlty littlcif  :t  is  not  .-nvied. 
Bil'ore  lb?  day  of  departure  a  week  is 
always  appropt iated  tctthr*  paym,;ni  nnd 
reception  cf  cercinonial  viiits,  at  wliicli 
nothing  can  be  lucntiontd  but  the  dc- 
li{;hts  of  London.  The  lady  who  is 
hailcning  to  the  fcene  of  a6lion  tluiu^is 
her  wings,  difpJays  her  profp«*«fls  of  fc- 
Jicity,  tells  how  flie  f:rud^;e;  every  mo- 
ment o^  deby,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
fhofe,  whom  (he  knows  rondcmni'd  to 
fiay  it  home,  is  furtto  wopdv'rby  what 
ar»  ijfcean  bfi  madis  iuppoi  table  throu^^U 


a  winter  in  the  country,  and  to  tell  how 
often  amidft  the  extafies  of  an  opera  (be 
(hall  pity  thofe  friends  whom  (he  has 
left  behind.  Her  hope  of  giving  painii 
feldom  difjppointcd ;  the  affeAed  indif- 
ference of  one,  the  faint  congratulations 
of  another,  the  wi(hes  of  fomc  openly 
confelTed,  and  the  filent  deje^ion  of  tho 
re(V,  all  exalt  her  opinion  of  herow^  fu« 
periority, 

But  however  we  may  labour  for  oar 
own  deception,   truth,   though  unwel- 
come, will  fometimes  intrude  upon  the 
mind.    They  who  have  already  enjoyed 
the  crowds  and  noifc  of  the  great  city, 
know  that  their  defirc  to  return  is  little 
more  than  the  i"cftU(fnefs  of  a  vacant 
mind,  that  they  arc  not  fo  much  led  by 
hope  as  driven  by  dilguft,  and  wifh  ra- 
ther to  leave  the  country  than  to  fee  iho 
town.     There   is  commonly  in   every 
coach   a  paflcnger  enwrapped  in  fdent 
expeelation,  wholi;  joy  is  more  fincere, 
and  whofe  hopes  nre  ujore  exalted.  The 
\irc^in  whom  the  lall  fuminer  releafed 
from  her  goveinefs,  and  who  is  now 
going  between  her  moiher  ami  her  aunt 
to  try  the  fortune  of  her  wit  and  beau- 
ty, I'urpti^s  no  I'.tllacy  in  tl>e  gay  n  pre - 
IwHtulinn.      She  bplitv;:s  herleif  palTuig 
into  an'-.ther  worlJ,  a;id  images  London 
:i3  an  Llyfian  itgion,  where  every  hour 
ius  i;"'!*  proper  ]»len!;n«-,  wheie  nothing 
ib  fcen  but  the  blaze  <«t  wealth,  and  no- 
thing; heaid  hut  merriment  and  fiaitery; 
wisere  th.e  morring   al.vjys  rilis  on  a 
(lio-.v,  and  the  eveninoj  elofes  on  a  ballj 
whei'.*  \\v  eves  are  ulid  oidy  to  fparklc, 
end  ti;c  fcei  01. !v  to  lUir.ce. 

Hi  r  aunt  and  \\  .r  ni^Mher  amufe  them- 
five?  on  the  ro.d,  with  telling  her  of 
dan«;e:ji  t.)  be  dread;  il,  and  cautions  fQ 
beol)ili\ed.  Miir  hears  them  is  ihey 
heard  ihur  preJ.cri  lloi  s,  with  incredulity 
or  coi.rrmpt.  Sne  fe,  s  th.it  ihcy  have 
vemujul  and  clti]!C(i;  aud  one  of  the 
pfea(r.rtswhifh  the  promiies  heiillf  is  tq 
ditr.^  :l  tir  I  illh.HuN,  :ind  be  ficai  fjom 
thc"r  a.iinonitiors. 

We    are    inclined    to    brieve    thofe 
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edwdvcd  «f»  The  fair  ad-^ 
gay  perhapa  lUkn  to  the  Idler, 
:  cannot  rufped  of  rivalry  or 
et  Yif  ftaimv  experts  to  be 
hen 'he  telbnery  chat  her  ex- 
will  likewKt  end  in  difap- 
■ 

nifonn  neceflitiet  of  human 
duce  in  a  great  meafure  uni- 
'  life,  and  for  part  of  the  daj 
place  like  another:  to  drefi' 
Irefty  to  eat  and  to  fleep,  are 
n  London  as  in  the  countiy, 
namerary  hours  have  indeeci  a 
riety  both  of  pleafure  and  of 
le  ftranger  gazed  on  by  muhi- 
r  firft  appearance  in  the  Park,- 
on  the  higheft  fummit  of  fe- 
inefsj  but  how  ereatis  the  an- 
n  the  novelty  of  another  face 
wor/hippers  away !  The  heart 
For  a  time  under  a  fine  guwn» 
;ht  of  a  gown  yet  finer  puts 
)  rapture.  In  the  firft  row 
ra  two  hours  may  be  happily 
iftcning  to  the  mufick  on  the 
watching  the  glances  of  the 
but  how  wiil  the  night  end 


in  defpondenqr,  when  fhe  (h:tt  imagined 
herfelf  the  fovireign  of  the  place  feer 
locds  contending  to  lead  Iris  to  her 
chair?  There  is  little  pleafure  in  convert 
fation  to  her  whole  wit  is  regarded  but 
in  the  (econd  place  j  and  who  can  danco 
with  eafe  or  fpirit  that  fees  Amaryllis 
led  out  before  her?  She  that  fancied  no- 
thing  but  a  fucceffion  of  pleafures,  will 
ftnd  herfelf  engaged  without  defign  in 
numberlefs  competitions,  and  mortified 
without  provocation  with  numberlefs  af* 
fliflions. 

But  I  do  not  mean  to  extinguifh  that 
ardour  which  I  wifh  to  moderate»  or  to 
difcourage  thofe  whom  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  reftrain.  To  know  the  world  is 
neceffary,  fince  we  were  born  for  the 
help  of  one  another}  and  to  know  it 
early  is  convenient,  if  it  be  only  that  wc 
may  learn  earlv  to  defpife  it.  Slie  that 
brings  to  London  a  mind  well  pre}>arcd 
for  improvement,  though  fhe  mifles  her 
hope  of  uninterrupted  happincfs,  will' 
gain  in  return  an  opportimity  of  sdding 
knowledge  to  vivacity,  and  enlarging 
innocence  to  virtue* 
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i  Knglifli  army  was  pafHng 
irds  Qnebtc  along  a  loft  fu- 
veen  a  mountain  and  a  lake, 
petty  chiefs  of  the  inland  re- 
I  upon  a  rock  furrounded  by 
nd  from  behind  the  (helter  of 
contemplated  the  art  and  rc- 
f  European  war.  It  was  even- 
nts  were  pitche<l :  he  obferved 
y  with  which  the  tioops  refted 
It,  and  the  order  with  which 
was  renewed  in  the  morning, 
ued  to  puifue  them  with  his 
y  could  be  feen  no  longer,  and 
for  fome  time  filent  and  penfive* 
irning  to  his  followers-^*  My 
,*  faid  he,  *  I  have  often  heard 
en  hoary  with  lung  hfe,  that 
8  a  time  when  our  anceftors 
folute  lords  of  the  woodti,  the 
I,  and  the  lakes,  wherever  the 
reach  or  the  foot  can  pafs. 
hed  and  hunted,  fcafted  and 
and  when  they  were  weary 
(1  under  the  firft  thicket,  with- 
jtr  and  without  fear.  They 
tbtir  b^iutipns  a$  |/ye  /I'd* 


*  fons  required,  convenience  prompted^ 
«  or  curiofity  allured  them;  and  fome* 

*  times  gathered  the  fi-uits  of  the  moun- 

*  tain,  and  fometimes  fported  in  canoes 

*  along  the  coaft. 

*  Many  years  and  ages  are  fuppofed 

*  to  have  been  thus  paikd  in  plenty  and 

*  fecurity;  when,  at  laft,  a  new  race  of 

*  men  entered   our  country  fi-om   the 

*  great  ocean.  They  inclofed  thcmfclvcs 

*  m  habitations  of  ftone,  which  our  an- 

*  ceftors  could  neither  enter  by  violence^ 
«  nor  deltroy  by  fire.  They  iffued  from 

*  thofe  faftneflfes,  fometimes  covered  like 

*  the  armadillo  with  (hells,  from  which 

*  the  lance  rebounded  on  the  Ariker, 
«  and    fometimes   carried    by    mighty 

*  beafts  which  had  never  been  leen  ia 
«  our  vales  or  forcfts,  of  fuch  ftrength 
«  and  fwiftnefs,  that  flight  and  oppofi- 
«  tion  were  alike  vain.     Thofe  invaders 

*  ranged  over  the  continent,  ftaughter- 

*  ing  in  their  rage  thofe  that  refiflcd,  and 

*  thofe  that  fubmitted,  in  their  mirth. 

*  Of  thofe  that  remained,  fome  were  hu- 

*  ried  in  caverns » and  cotiAtm^t^^^i  ^\% 

*  mer^s  for  iV\c'w  \t\9^^ck%\  ^^wft  w^tt 
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*  employed  in  tillmg  the  ground,  of 

*  which  foreign  tyrants  devour  the  pro- 

*  duce;  and  when  the  fword  and  the 

*  mines  have  deftroycd  the  natives,  they 
'  fupply  their  place  by  human  beings  of 
*•  another  colour,   brought  from  Tome 

*  diftant  country  to  penfh  here  under 

*  toil  and  torture. 

'  Some  there  are  who  boa(V  their  hu> 

*  manity,  and  content  them  lei  ves  to 
'  feize  our  chices  and  fiflieries,  who 

*  drive  us  from  every  track  of  ground 

*  where  fertility  and  pleafantnefs  invite 
^  them  to  fettle,  and  make  no  war  upon 
'  «s  except  when  we  intrude  upon  our 

*  own  lands. 

*  Others  pretend  to  have  purchafed  a 
*■  right  of  refidence  and  tyranny;  but 
'  furely  the  infolence  of  fuch  bargains 

*  u  more  ofienfivc  than  the  avowed  and 

*  open  dominion  of  force.     What  rc- 

*  ward  can  induce  the  pofleiVor  of  a 

*  country  to  admit  a  ((ranger  more 
'  powerful  than  himfclf  ?  Fraud  or  ter- 
'  roT  rouft  operate  in  fuch  contrails; 

*  either  they  promife<i  prote^ion  which 
'  they  never  have  afforded,  or  inftruc« 
'  tion  which  they  never  impaned.     Wc 

*  hoped  to  be  fecurcd  by  their  favour 
■  from  fome  other  evil,  or  to  learn  the 

*  arts  of  Europe,  by  which  we  might 

*  be  able  to  (ecure  ourlclves.    Their 

*  power  they  have  never  exerted  in  our 
f  'defence,  and  their  arts  they  have  tlu- 

*  dioully  concealed  from  us.     Their 

*  treaties  are  only  to  deceive,  and  their 
'  traffick  only  to  defraud  us.     They 

*  have  a  written  law  among  them,  of 

*  which  they  beaft  as  derived  from  Him 


who  made  the  earth  and  fea,  and  by 
which  they  profefs  to  believe  that  man 
will  be  made  happy  when  life  (hall 
forfake  him.  Why  is  not  this  law 
communicated  to  us  ?  It  is  concealed 
becaufe  it  is  violated.  For  how  can 
they  preach  it  to  an  Indian  nation^ 
when  I  am  told  that  one  of  it^s  firft 
precepts  forbids  them  to  do  to  others 
what  they  would  not  that  others  (hould 
do  to  tlicm^ 

*  But  the  time  perhaps  is  now  ap« 
proaching  when  the  pride  of  ufurpation 
fliall  l>e  cru filed,  and  the  cruelties  of 
in  vafion  Aiall  be  revenged.  The  fons  of 
Rapacity  have  now  drawn  their  fwwds 
upon  each  other,  and  referred  their 
claims  to  the  decilion  of  war;  let  us 
look  unconceined  upon  the  flaughtery 
and  remember  that  the  death  of  every 
European  delivers  the  country  from 
a  tyrant  and  a  robber;  for  what  is 
the  claim  of  either  nation,  but  the 
claim  of  the  vulture  to  the  leveret,  of 
the  tiger  to  the  faun  ?  Let  them  then 
continue  to  difpute  their  title  to  it« 
gions  which  they  cannot  people*  to 
purchafe  by  danger  and  blood  the 
empty  dignity  of  dominion  over 
mountains  which  they  will  never 
climb,  and  rivei-s  which  they  will  ne- 
ver pafs.  Let  us  endeavour,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  learn  their  difcipline, 
and  to  forge  their  weapons  j  and  when 
they  mall  be  weakened  with  mutaal 
flaughter,  let  us  rufli  down  upon 
them,  force  their  remains  to  take  flicl- 
ter  in  tiieir  fhips,  and  reign  once  mofc 
in  our  native  country.* 
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TO   THE   IDLER* 

DISCOURSINGin  my  laft  letter 
onrbe  ditferent  pra6>ice  of  the  Ita- 
lian ami  Dutch  Painters,  1  obferved,  that 

*  the  Italian  Painter  attends  only  to  the 

*  invariable,  the  great  and  general  ideas 
'  which  are  iixed  and  inherent  in  uni- 

*  verlal  nature.' 

1  was  led  into  the  Cubjefl  of  this  let- 
ter by  endeavouring  to  fix  the  oiiginal 
caufe  of  this  condu^  of  the  Italian 
matters.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  by 
rJ/is  choke  they  lelcflcd  the  moft  beau- 
tiful  p^rt  of  the  rrearion,  it  will  ihcw 
Avw  wukU  tlit'w  /?rjfinpl*s  aic  founded 


on  reafon,  and,  at  the  fame  time^  dif- 
covcr  the  origin  of  our  ideas  of  beauty* 
I  fuppole  it  will  be  eafily  granted^ 
that  no  man  can  judge  whether  any  ani- 
mal be  beautiful  in  it's  kind,  or  de- 
formed, who  has  fcen  only  one  of  that 
fpecies;  that  is  as  conchilivc  in  regard 
to  the  human  Hgure;  fo  that  if  a  man, 
bom  blind,  wasfb  recover  his  /Ight,  and 
the  moft  beautitul  woman  w.is  brought 
before  him,  he  could  not  determine  whe- 
ther Ihe  was  handlbme  or  not ;  nor  if  the 
moll  beautiful  and  moll  deformed  were 
produced,  could  he  any  better  determine 
vo  whirh  he  (lio'.iM  give  the  preference, 
hT/\n'j^  Vctu  ov\\^  \.\\^W  \\vvi ,     Y «  ti:>:Xvtv- 
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»ut^,  then,  implies  the  having 
iny  individuals  of  that  I'pecie^. 
liked,  how  is  more  Ikill  acquired 
Dbfervation  of  greater  numbers? 
M",  that,  in  confequence  of  having 
any,  the  pow.r  is  acquired,  even 
t  Teeking  after  it,  of  dillinguiHi- 
tween  accidental  blcmidies  and 
enccs  which  are  continually  va- 
the  furface  of  Nature's  works, 
e  ini'ariable  general  form  which 
moft  freauently  produces,  and 
feems  to  intend  in  her  produc- 

s  amongft  the  blades  of  grafs  or 
of  the  fan\e  tree,  though  no  two 
found  exi6^ly  alike,  )ct  the  ge- 
arm  is  invariable:  a  natunlift, 
he  chofe  one  as  a  fample,  would 
le  many,  fince  if  he  took  the  fiift 
xurred,  it  might  have,  by  acci- 
*  otherwife,  fuch  a  form  as  that 
Id  fcarce  be  known  to  belong  to 
lecies;  he  fele^ls,  as  the  Painter 
the  moft  beautiful,  that  is,  the 
eneral  form  of  nature. 
ry  ffiecies  of  the  animal  as  well  as 
;etable  creation  may  be  faid  to 
futed  or  determinate  form  towards 
nature  is  continually  inclining, 
rious  lines  terminating  in  the  cen- 
it  may  be  compared  to  pendu- 
ribrating  in  different  directions 
ne  central  point;  and  as  they  all 
be  center,  though  only  one  paffes 
h  any  other  point,  lo  it  will  be 
:hat  perfe£l  beautv  isoftener  pro- 
by  nature  than  deformity^  I  do 
an  than  deformity  in  general,  but 
ly  one  kind  of  deformity.  To 
e  in  a  particular  part  of  a  feature; 
r  that  forms  the  ridge  of  the  nofe 
tifulwhen  it  islbraightj  this,  then, 
central  form,  which  is  oftener 
than  either  concave,  convex,  or 
ler  irregular  form  that  (hall  be 
:d.  As  we  are  then  more  ac- 
ed  to  beauty  than  deformity,  we 
include  that  to  be  the  reafon  why 
rove  and  admire  it,  as  we  approve 
imire  cuftoms  and  fashions  of 
or  no  other  reafon  than  that  we 
d  to  them;  fo  that  though  habit 
ftom  cannot  be  faid  to  be  the  caufe 
ity,  it  is  certainly  the  caufe  of  our 
it:  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that . 
fctt  more  ufed  to  deformity  than 
,  deformity  would  then  lofe  the 
w  annexed  to  it,  and  take  that  of  . 
as  if  the  whole  wof/d  /heuld 


agree,  that  j^/  and  no  fliould  change 
their  meanings;  ir/  would  then  deuy^ 
and  no  would  alHrm. 

Whoever  undertakes  to  proceed  fur- 
ther in  this  argument,  and  endeavours 
to  iix  a  general  criterion  of  beauty  jc- 
fpcfling  d liferent  fpccics,  or  to  (hew  why 
one  ipecies  is  more  beautiful  than  an- 
other, it  will  ^e  required  from  him  firll 
to  prove  that  one  (pecies  is  rtally  more 
beautiful  than  another.  That  we  pre- 
fer one  to  the  other,  and  with  very  good 
reafon,  will  be  readily  granted;  but  it 
does  not  follow  from  thence  that  we 
think  it  a  more  beautiful  form;  for  we 
have  no  criterion  of  form,  by  .which  f 
determine  our  judgment.  He  who  faj-j 
a  fwan  is  more  beautiful  than  i  doYe, 
means  little  more  than  that  he  has  moiv 
pleafure  in  feeing  a  fwan  than  a  dove, 
either  from  the  0ateIinefs  of  it's  motions 
or  it's  being  a  more  rare  bird;  and  he 
who  gives  the  preference  to  the  dove, 
does  it  from  fome  aflfociation  of  ideas  of 
innocence  that  he  always  annexes  to  the 
dove;  but  if  he  pretends  to  defend  the 
preference  he  gives  to  one  or  the  other, 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  this  more 
beautiful  form  proceeds  from  a  particu- 
lar gradation  of  magnitude,  undulation 
of  a  curve,  or  dircClion  of  a  line,  or 
whatever  other  conceit  of  his  imagina- 
tion he  fhaJl  fix  on  as  a  criterion  of 
form;  he  will  be  continually  contradid- 
ing  himfelf,  and  find  at  laft  that  the 
great  Mother  of  Nature  will  not  be  fub- 
jeCled  to  fuch  narrow  rules.  AnuMig 
the  various  reafons  why  we  prefer  one 
part  of  her  works  to  another,  the  moft 
general,  I  believe,  is  habit  and  cuftora; 
cuftom  makes,  in  a  certain  fenfe,  white 
black,  and  black  white;  it  is  cuftom 
alone  determines  our  preference  of  the 
colour  of  the  Europeans  to  the  Ethio- 
pians, and  they,  tor  the  fame  reafont 
prefer  their  own  colour  to  ours.  I  fup- 
pofe  nobody  will  doubt,  if  one  of  their 
painters  was  to  paint  the  Goddefs  of 
Beauty,  but  that  he  would  reprefent  her 
black,  with  thick  lips,  flat  nofe,  and 
woolly  hair;  and  it  feems  to  me,  he 
would  a5l  very  unnaturally  if  he  did 
not:  for  by  what  criterion  will  any  one 
difpute  the  propriety  of  his  idea?  We^ 
indeed,  fay,  thai  the  form  and  colour 
of  the  European  is  preferable  to  that  of 
the  /EthioDian;  but  I  know  of  no  other 
reafon  we  have  for  it,  but  iKix  >Ht  -wt 
more  accuftomtA  ♦o  \t.    \i  \%  .Q\^^>ait^  \j» 
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poweity  which  irrcfiftibly  feizc  the  corre- 
iponding  mind  with  love  and  adnuration, 
iince  that  argument  is  equally  conclufive 
in  favour  of  the  white  and  the  black  phi- 
loibpher. 

The  black  and  white  nations  muft, 
in  refpeft  of  beauty,  be  confidered  as  of 
(liiFerent  kinds,  at  leall  a  different  fpe- 
cies  of  the  f.une  kind;  fioih  one  of  which 
to  the  other,  as  I  obl'erved,  no  inference 
can  b«  drawn. 

Novelty  is  laid  to  heoneofthecaufes 
of  beauty:  that  novelty  is  a  very  fufli- 
cient  real'un  wliy  we  Hiould  admire,  is 
not  denied;  but  becaul'e  it  is  uncom- 
mon, is  it  therefore  l^dutiful?  The 
briuty  that  is  produced  by  colour,  as 
when  we  prefer  one  bird  to  another, 
thout^h  of  the  fame  form,  oh  account  of 
it's  colour,  his  nothing  to  do  with  this 
arg\nncnr,  which  reaches  only  to  form. 
I  have  here  confidered  the  word  Beauty 
as  being  prq^>crlv  applied  to  form  aione. 
There  is  a  neceility  of  fixing  this  con- 
fined fcnfc;  for  there  can  be  no  argu- 
ment, if  the  fcnfe  of  the  word  is  extended 
%>  every  thing  that  is  approved.  A  rofe 
may  as  well  he  f4id  to  l>c  beautiful,  bc- 
caufe  it  has  a  fine  fmi^ll,  as  a  bird  be- 
caufc  of  it's  colour.  When  we  apply 
the  word  Beauty,  we  do  not  mean  al- 
vr&ys  by  it  a  more  beautiful  form»  but 


fomething  valuable  on  accou 
rarily,  ufefulnefs,  colour,  or  a 
property.  A  horfe  is  faid  to  b 
tiful  animal;  but  had  a  horf 
^ood  qualities  as  a  tortoife,  J 
imagine  that  be  would  be  then 
beautiful. 

A  fitnefs  td  the  end  propofer 
to  be  another  caufe  of  beauty ; 
pofmg  we  were  proper  judges 
form  is  the  mo  ft  proper  in 
mal  to  conftitute  ftrength  or  f 
we  always  determine  conceri 
beauty,  before  w^  exert  our  unt 
ing  to  judge  of  it's  fitnefs. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it 
inferred,  that  the  works  of  Nati 
compare  one  fpecies  with  ano 
all  equally  beautiful;  and  that 
cnce  is  given  from  cuftom,  or 
fbclation  of  ideas :  and  that  in 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  beauty  is 
dium  or  centre  of  all  various  f(U 

To  conclude,  then,  by  way 
lary :  if  it  has  been  proved, 
Painter,  by  attending  to  the  ii 
and  general  ideas  of  nature,  ] 
beauty,  he  muft,  by  icgardii^ 
particularities  and  acciclentat 
hations,    deviate    from    the 
rule,[and  pollctc  his  canvas  wh 

'""^*''    /TMi^yn^^. 
N»  LXXXIII.    SATUilDAY,  NOVEMBER 


TO   THE   IDLSR.. 

SIK, 

ISuppofe  you  hjive  forgotten  that 
many  weeks  ago  I  promiled  to  fend 
you  an  account  of  my  companions  at 
the  Wdls.  Voii  would  not  deny  uie  a 
place  among  the  moft  faithful  votaries 
of  Idlenels,  if  you  knew  how  often  I 
have  recolle^ed  my  engagement,  and 
contented  myfelf  to  delay  the  perform- 
ance for  fomc  rcafon  which  I  durft  not 
cx;uiiinc  becaufe  I  knew  it  to  be  falfe; 
hpw  often  I  have  fat  down  to  wri»,  and 
rejoiced  at  interruption  i  and  how  often 
J.  have  j;M-aifeii  the  dignity  of  refolution, 
deterroined  at  ntght  to  write  in  the  morn^ 
tng,  and  referred  it  in  the  morning  u> 
■ihe  quiet  hours  of  night. 

I  have  at  laft  begun  what  I  have  long 
.wi/hed  ut  sut  end^  ai^  find  it  more  eafy 
dian  I  oxpcSifid  to  continue  my  narra- 

€urfUltmbfy  could  boafi  U9  fucli  con- 


(lellation  of  intellee^s  as  Qa 
band  of  alloc iates.  We  had  a 
no  Selden,  Falkland,  or  Wai 
we  had  men  not  Icfs  important 
own  eyes,  though  lefs  diftingi 
the  publick;  art  J  many  a  time 
lamented  the  partiality  of  mank 
agreed  that  men  of  the^deepeft 
fometvmcs  let  their  difcoverres  « 
in  fjlcnce;  that  the  moft  comp 
obfervers  have  fcldom  opponu 
impartin|r  their  remarks,  and 
deft  merit  paffes  m  the  crowd  c 
and  unheeded. 

One  of  the  great^ft  men  of  th 
.was  Sim  Scniple,  who  lives  in 
jiual  equipoifc  of  doubt,  and  i 
Aanl  enemy  to  confidence  and 
tifrn.  Sim's  fiivourite  topic  of 
fatiort  is  the  nairownefs  of  th< 
mitvd*  the  falUcioufnefs  of  ou 
the  .preva\)cuct  o^  ^^'^■^  yiw^v^ 
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doubts  about  the  nature  of 
i  is  Ibmetimes  inclined  to  be- 
fenfation  may  lurvive  motion, 
1  dead  man  may  feel  though  he 
r.  He  has  fomeiimes  hinted 
might  perhaps  have  been  na- 
iiadruped,  and  thinks  it  would 
tio|>cr  that  at  the  Foundling 
fome   chiidi-cn  ihould  be  in- 

an  apaitment,  in  which  the 
luld   be  obh'^d  to  walk  half 

and  half  upon  two,  that  the 
;s,  being  bred  without  the  pre- 
cxample,  might  have  no  other 
tn  nature,  and  might  at  laft 
th  into  the  world  as  genius 
t£V,  ereft,  or  prone,  on  two 

four. 

xt  in  dignity  of  mien  and  flu- 
talk,  was  Dick  Wormwood, 
r  delight  is  to  find  every  thing 
Dick  never  enters  a  room  but 
that  the  door  and  the  chimney 
ccd.  He  never  walks  into  the 
he  finds  ground  plowed  which 
orpaflure.  He  is  always  an 
the  prefent  fafhion.  He  holds 
;e  beauty  and  vii-tue  of  women 
be  deftroyed  by  the  ufe  of  tea. 
phs  when  he  talks  on  the  pre- 
m  of  education,  and  tells  us 
[  vehemence,  that  we  are  learn  • 
i  when  we  (hould  learn  things, 
opinion  that  we  fuck  in  errors 
-(e*s  breail,  and  thinks  it  ex- 
idiculous  that  children  (liould 

to  ufe  the  right-hand  rather 
eft. 

urdy  confiders  it  as  a  point  of 
3  fay  again  what  he  has  once 

wonders  how  any  man  that 
Icnown  to  alter  his  opinion,  can 
nei^hboiirs  in  the  tace.  Bob 
>tt  formidable  difputant  of  the 
npanyj  for  without  troubling 
>  fcarch  for  reafons,  he  tries  his 


antagonift  with  repeated  affirmations. 
When  Bob  has  been  attacked  for  an 
hour  with  all  the  powers  of  eloquence 
and  reafon,  and  his  pofiiion  appears  to 
all  hut  himfelf  utterly  untenable,  henU 
ways  clofes  the  debate  with  his  firft  de> 
claration,  introduced  by  a  (lout  preface 
of  contemptuous  civility.  '  All  this  is 
'  very  judicious;  you  may  talk.  Sir,  as 
'  you  pleafej  but  I  will  Jtill  fay  what  I 
'  faid  at  firft.'  Bob  deals  mucli  in  uni- 
vcrfals,  which  he  has  now  obliged  us  to 
let  pafs  witliout  exceptions.  He  lives 
on  an  annuity,  and  holds  thai  there  are 
as  many  thieves  as  traders -y  he  is  of 
loyalty  unihakeny  and  always  maintains, 
that  be  fwbofees  a  Jacobite  fees  a  rafcal, 
Phil  Gentle  is  an  enemy  to  the  nide- 
nefs  of  contradiction  and  the  turbulence 
of  debate.  Phil  has  no  notions  of  his 
own,  and  therefore  willingly  catches 
from  the  laft  fpeakcr  fuch  as  he  (hall 
drop.  This  flexibility  of  ignorance  it 
eafily  accommodated  to  any  tenet;  his 
only  difficulty  is,  when  the  difputants 
grow  zealous,  how  to  be  of  two  con- 
trary opinions  at  once.  If  no  appeal 
is  made  to  his  judgment,  he  has  the 
art  of  diftributing  his  attention  and 
his  fmiles  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each 
thinks  him  of  his  own  party j  but  if  he 
is  obliged  to  fpeak,  he  then  obferves, 
that  the  quefHon  is  difficult;  that  he  never 
received  (b  much  pleafure  from  a  debate 
before;  that  neither  of  the  controvertifts 
could  have  found  his  match  in  any  other 
company;  that  Mr.  Wormwood's  af- 
feiiion  is  very  well  fupported,  and  yet 
tlu-re  is  great  force  in  what  Mr.  Scruple 
advanced  againll  it.  By  this  indefinite 
declaration  both  are  commonly  iatisfied  j 
for  he  that  has  prevailed  is  in  good  hu- 
mour; and  he  that  has  felt  his  own 
weak  nefs  is  very  glad  to  have  efcaped  (o 
well.     I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

Robin  Spritely. 


.XXXIV.     SATURDAY,   NOVEMBER  24. 


»R  APHY  is,  of  the  various 
ds  of  narrative  writing,  that 

moft  eagerly  read,  and  moft 
ilied  to  the  purpofes  of  life, 
laiicesy  when  the  wild  field  of 
( lies  open  to  Invention,  the  in- 
iaye:)iily  be  made  more  numc- 

vJcifUtudcs  more  fudden,  and 
;  more  woDdcrfulj  but  from 


the  time  of  life  when  fancy  begins  to  be 
over- ruled  by  reaibn  and  cone^led  by 
experience,  the  moft  artful  tale  raiii^s 
little  curiofity  when  it  is  known  to  be 
falie;  though  it  may,  perhaps,  be  feme- 
ti.hcb  lead  as  a  mooel  of  a  neat  or  eic- 
tt mt  itylc,  not  for  the  fakft  oC  W\«wiSti^ 
what  it  ■  onraiY\%«  \)m\.V\o>n  \X.\^  N^Tv^^Jttv\ 
or  ihofc  that  axtxie«r)  ol  >iR!cw!^tVi«^, 
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miy  have  recoiirfe  to  it  m  a  pleafinnr 
dream,  of  which,  when  they  awake,  they 
voluntarily  ilirmifs  the  images  from  tneir 
minds. 

The  examples  mid  ei'ents  of  hiftory 
profs,  ind;e<l,  upon  the  mind  with  the 
wcitrht  of  truth }  but  when  they  are  re- 
polited  in  the  memoiy,  they  are  oftcner 
employed  for  (hew  than  ule,  and  rather 
divcrfjfy  conveiTaMon  than  regrulate  life. 
Ftw  are  eugi:(cd  in  fuch  fcenes  as  give 
thtm  oppominiiies  of  growing  wifer  by 
the  downfai  of  ftatefmen  or  the  defeat 
of  generals.  The  Itratagems  of  war, 
and  the  intrigues  of  courts,  are  read  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  mankind  with  the 
fime  indifference  as  the  adventuics  of 
faSleti  heroes,  or  the  revolutions  of  a 
iairy  region.  B«twecn  falfehood  and 
iifclcfs  truth  there  is  little  ditfercnce.  As 
gold  which  he  cannot  fpcnd  will  make 
no  man  ricii,  fo  knowledge  which  he 
cannot  apply  will  make  no  man  wife. 

The  mifchicvous  confequcnces  of  vice 
and  folly,  of  irregular  defires  and  pre- 
dominant paflions,  are  beft  diTcavered 
by  thofe  relations  which  are  levelled  w  ith 
the  general  furface  of  life,  wliich  teJl 
not  now  any  man  became  gi^eat,  but 
how  he  was  made  happy;  not  how  he 
loii  the  favour  of  his  pnnce,  but  how  he 
became  discontented  with  himfelf. 

Thofe  relations  are  thei  efore  com^non- 
ly  of  moft  value  in  which  the  writer  tells 
his  own  ftory.  He  that  recounts  the  life 
of  another,  commonly  dwells  moftupon 
confpicuous  events,  lefl'cns  the  familia- 
rity of  his  tale  to  incrcafe  it's  dignity, 
ihews  his  f  ivourite  at  a  diftance  deco- 
rated and  magnified  like  the  ancient  ac- 
tors in  their  tragick  di-efs,  and  endea- 
vours to  hide  the  man  that  he  may  pro. 
duce  a  hero. 

But  if  it  be  true,  which  was  faid  by  a 
French  prince,  that  no  man  ivas  a  hero 
Uthefer*vanU  ofhischcunhcr^  it  is  equal- 
ly true,  tnat  every  man  is  yet  lefs  a  hero 
to  himfelf.  He  th.it  is  moft  elrvattd 
above  the  crowd  by  the  importance  of 
his  employments,  or  the  reputation  of 
his  genius,  feels  himfelf  iffcitcd  by  fame 
or  bi»riners  but  as  they  induence  his  do- 
tnellick  life.  The  hit^h  and  low,  as 
they  hare  the  fame  facidties  and  the 
fame  lenfes,  have  no  lefs  fnnilitude  in 
their  paini^  and  pleafures.  The  fenfa- 
tions  »rc  the  hmt  m  all,  thpugh  pi-o- 
duced  by  veiy  ditfcrtnt  occafions.  The 
prince  feels  the  fame  pain  wl;,g;i  an  in- 
r^der  fches  a  province^  as  tiic  farmer 
••vic'f  a  thief  dnve%  atv;iv  hie  row     l^Un^ 


thus  equal  in  themfclves  will  apt>ear 
equal  in  hondl  and  impartial  biography  i 
and  thofe  whom  fortune  or  nature  place 
at  the  greateft  dilbncc  may  afford  in- 
ftru{:)ion  to  each  oiher. 

The  writer  of  his  own  life  has  at  leaft 
the  firft  qualification  of  an  hiflorian,  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth;  and  though  it 
may  be  plaufiblv  objctled  that  his  temp- 
tations to  difguife  it  aieecputl  to  his  op- 
portunities of  knowing'  it,  yet  I  cannot 
but  think  that  impartiality  may  be  cx- 
pc6\ed  with  equal  confidence  from  him 
that  relates  the  paffages  of  his  own  life, 
as  from  him  that  delivers  thctranfacliona 
of  another. 

Certainty  of  knowledge  not  only  ex- 
cludes miltake,  but  fortifies  veracity. 
What  we  colleft  by  conjecture,  and  by 
conje^lunr  only  can  one  man  judge  of 
another's  motives  or  fentiments,  is  eafily 
modified  by  fancy  or  defire;  as  objc£tt 
imperfe6lly  difcerned  take  forms  from 
the  hope  or  fear  of  the  beholder.  But 
that  which  is  fully  known  cannot  be 
falfified  but  with  rclu6lance  of  imder- 
flanding  and  alarm  of  confcience:  of 
undfiftanding,  the  lover  of  truth j  of 
confcience,  the  fentinel  of  virtue. 

He  that  writes  the  life  of  another  is 
either  his  friend  or  his  enemy,  and  wifhet  ' 
either  to  exalt  his  praifeor  aggi*avatehis 
infamy;  many  temptations  to  falfhood 
will  occur  in  the  difgui(e  of  paflions,  too 
f}>ecioui  to  fear  much  reiillance.  Love 
of  virtue  will  animate  panegyrick^  and 
hatred  of  wickcdnefs  imbitter  ccnfure. 
The  zeal  of  gratitude,  the  ardour  of  pa- 
triotifm,  fondnefs  for  an  opinion,  or 
fidelity  to  a  pany,  may  eafily  overpower 
the  vigilance  of  a  mind  habitiially  well 
dif;H)(e(t,  and  prevail  over  uiiaffifled  and 
unfriended  veracity. 

But  he  that  fpeaks  pf  himfelf  has  ro 
motive  to  falfhood  or  partiality  excej  t 
fclf-lovc,  by  which  all  have  lo  ofun 
been  Iwtrayed,  that  all  are  on  the  watch 
againft  it's  ariilices.  He  tliat  writes  an 
apolog)'  f(.r  ;i  Tingle  ai^ion,  to  confute 
an  accufation  to  lecommtnd  himftif  lo 
favour,  is  indeed  always  to  be  fuf^'»c6ttd 
of  favouiing  his  own  caufe;  hut  he  that 
fits  down  calmly  and  voluntarily  to  re« 
view  Lis  life  for  the  admonition  of  ^Kiftv-- 
rity,  or  to  amufe  himfelf,  and  k-a-.es 
thi*  acct  ant  unpublifhed,  may  be  crm- 
monly  prefuined  to  tell  truth,  fince  tulfe- 
boo(\  cannot  a^yr.*(e  VvU  oww  mind,  and 

tumb. 
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jf  the  peculiarities  which  di- 
gytiih  the  prefent  age  is  the 
tioo  of  books.  Every  day 
/advertifements  of  litenry  un- 
>,  and  we  are  flattered  with  re- 
mifes  of  growing  wife  on  eaQer 
lOur  progenitors, 
uch  either  happlnefs  or  know- 
Ivanced  by  this  multitude  of 
t  IS  not  ver)'  eafy  to  decide. 
;  teaches  us  any  thing  which 
not  before,  is  undoubtedly  to 
iced  as  a  nufler.  He  that  con- 
vledge  by  more  pleafing  ways, 
properly  be  loved  as  a  bene- 
id  l;e  that  fupplies  life  with  in- 
mfement,  will  be  certainly  ca- 
1  pleafing  companion. 
V  of  thole  who  fill  the  world 
csy  havear.y  pretenfions  to  the 
!r  of  pleafing  or  inltm^ing. 
e  often  no  other  tafk  than  to 
ooks  befoie  them,  out  of  which 
|>ilc  a  third,  without  any  new 

of  their  own,  and  with  very 
lication  of  judgment  to  thole 
inu'  authors  hav'«  fupplied. 
Jl  compilations  ai^  uTtlcfs  I  do 
•  Panicles  of  iciencc  arc  of  en 
ily  fcattcrcd.  Wriieisofcx- 
oinprthenfion  have  incidental 
upon  to;^icks  very  remote  f;oni 
ripal  fubjeft,  whicli  are  often 
liable  than  formal  tieatiles,  and 
t  are  not  known  becaufe  they 
romifed  in  the  title.  He  that 
'infe  under  proper  heads  is  very 
employed,  for  though  he  exerts 
abilities  in  the  wurk,  he  faci- 
le proj;rei's  of  others,  and  by 
hat  eafy  of  attainment  which  is 
vritten,  may  give  fomc  mind, 
urous  or  more  adventurous  than 

lei  lure  for  new  thoughts  and 
defigns. 

ke  cofle6lions  poured  lately  from 
i  have  been  feldom  made  at  any 
pence  of  time  or  enquiry,  and 
i  only  ferve  to  diArafl  choice 
fupplying  any  real  want. 
ibfervcd  that  a  corrupt  fociety  has 
^wn  I  know  not  whether  it  is 
lily  true,  that  an  ignorant  age 
y  looks.  When  the  trcafurcs  of 
tnowJedgelk  unexamitteilf  and 


original  authors  are  neglefled  and  for* 
gotten,  compilers  and  plagiaries  are  en- 
couraged, who  give  us  again  what  we 
had  before,  and  grow  great  by  fetting 
before  us  what  our  own  floth  had  liid« 
den  from  our  view. 

Yet  are  not  even  thcfe  writers  to  be 
^ndifcriminately  ccnfured  and  reie^ed* 
Truth  like  beauty  varies  it's  fadtiomt^ 
and  is  beft  recommended  by  difl'ei'cnt 
drcffcs  to  different  minds  j  and  he  that 
recalh  the  attention  of  mankind  to  any 
part  of  learning  which  time  has  left  be- 
hind ir,  may  be  truly  faid  to  advance 
the  literature  of  his  own  age.  As  the 
mannei*s  of  nations  vary,  new  topicks  ot 
perluafion  become  neccflary,  nn.i  new 
combinations  of  imagery  are  produced ; 
and  he  that  can  accommodate  himfelsro 
the  reigning  tafte,  may  always  have  rea- 
ders who  perhaps  would  not  have  looked 
upon  better  |>ertbrmanccs4 

To  exaA  of  every  man  who  writes 
that  he  fhould  fay  fomething  new,  would 
be  to  reduce  authors  to  a  i'mall  number; 
to  oblige  the  molt  fenile  genius  to  fay 
only  what  is  new,  wo^id  be  to  contraH 
hiv  volumes  to  a  few  pages.  Yet,  fure- 
ly,  there  ought  to  be  lome  bounds  lo 
repetition;  libraries  ought  no  more  to  be 
heaped  for  ever  with  the  fame  thoughts 
diii'erentlv  exprtfled,  than  with  the  fame 
books  differently  decor:. ted. 

The  ^ood  or  e\'il  which  thefc  fecon- 
dary  venters  produce  is  feldom  of  any 
long  duration.  As  they  dwc  their  ex* 
iflence  to  change  of  fafhion,  they  com* 
monly  difappcar  when  a  new  fafhton  be- 
comes prevalent.  The  authors  that  in 
any  nation  lad  from  age  to  age  atx  very 
few,  becaufe  tlitre  are  very  few  that  have 
any  other  claim  to  notice  than  that  they 
catch  hold  on  prefent  curiofity,  and  gra- 
tify fome  accidental  defire,  or  produce 
fome  temporary  convcniency. 

But  however  the  writers  of  the  day 
may  deJ'pair  of  future  fame,  they  ought 
at  leaft  to  forbear  any  prefent  mifchief. 
Though  they  cannot  arrive  at  eminent 
heights  of  excellence,  they  viijght  keep 
themfelves  harmlefs.  They  might  take 
care  to  infonn  themfelves  befoie  they  at- 
tempt to  inform  others,  and  exert  the 
little  inAuenct  wYi\c\i  \\\t^  Ws^lcyc^A- 
Bcft  p\inM)fe«* 
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But  fuch  is  the  prefent  (bte  of  our 
literature,  that  flic  ancient  fap:e,  who 
thought  a  great  book  a  great  evtl,  would 
now  think  the  multitude  of  books  a  mul- 
titude  of  evils.  He  would  confidcr  a 
bulky  writer  who  engrcflfcd  a  year,  and 


a  fwarm  of  pamphleteers  who  ftole  eadl 
an  hour,  as  equal  wallers  of  human  life» 
and  would  make  no  other  difFcrence  be- 
tween them,  than  between  a  beaftof  prey^ 
and  a  flight  of  locufts. 


N'^LXXXVI.    SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  8. 


TO  THE   IDLER. 
Ill, 

I  Am  a  young  lady  newly  married  to 
a  young  gentleman.  Our  fortune  is 
large,  our  minds  arc  vacant,  our  dif- 
pofitions  gay,  our  acquaintances  nume- 
rous, and  our  relations  fplendid.  We 
conlidercd  that  marriage,  like  life,  has 
it's  youth,  that  the  firlt  year  is  the  year 
of  gaiety  and  revel,  and  refolved  to  fee 
the  (hews  and  feel  the  joys  of  London 
before  the  increafe  of  our  family  fhould 
conHne  us  to  domeftick  cares  and  do- 
melHck  pleafures. 

Little  time  was  fpent  in  preparation ; 
the  coach  was  harnefTed,  and  a  few  days 
brought  us  to  London,  and  wc  alighted 
•at  a  lodging  provided  for  us  by  Mifs 
Biddy  Trine,  a  maiden  niece  of  my 
hulband's  father,  where  we  found  apart- 
ments on  a  fccond  floor,  which  my 
coufm  told  us  would  ferve  us  till  we 
could  pleafe  ourfelves  with  a  more  com- 
modious and  elegant  habitation,  and 
which  (he  had  taken  at  a  \'ery  high  price, 
becaufc  it  was  not  worth  the  while  to 
make  a  hard  bargain  for  fo  fliorta  time. 

Here  I  intended  to  lie  concealed  till 
my  new  cloaths  wci*e  made,  and  my  new 
lodpng  hired  i  but  Mlfs  Trifle  had  fo 
induftrioufly  given  notice  of  our  arrival 
to  all  her  acquaintance,  that  I  had  the 
mortification  next  day  of  feeing  the  dooi 
thronged  with  painted  coaches  and  chairs 
with  coronets,  and  was  obliged  to  re- 
ceive all  my  hniband's  relations  on  a 
fccond  floor. 

Inconveniences  are  often  balanced  by 
fomc  advnninge:  the  elevation  of  my 
apart mtnt»  furniflied  a  fubje£^  for  con- 
vtrlrition,  which,  without  ibme  furh 
help,  we  fliquld  have  been  in  danger  of 
wanting.  Lady  Stately  told  us  how 
many  years  had  pafl*ed  mice  flic  climbed 
fo  many  fteps.  Mifs  Airy  ran  to  the 
tvipthw,  and  thought  it  charming  to  fee 
rJi^.'  wulkcrs  fo  littlt  in  the  ftrcct  j  and 


Mifs  Gentle  went  to  try  the  fame  expe- 
riment, and  fcrcamed  to  find  hcrfcit  fo 
far  above  the  ground. 

They  all  knew  that  we  intended  to  re- 
move, and  therefore  all  gave  me  advice 
about  a  proper  choice.  One  ftreet  was 
recommended  for  the  purity  Of  if  s  air, 
another  for  it's  freedom  ftx>m  noife^ 
another  for  it's  nearaefs  to  the  Park, 
another  becaufe  there  was  but  a  flep  from 
it  to  all  places  of  diverfion,  and  anolhcry 
becaufe  it*s  inhabitants  enjoyed  at  once 
the  town  and  country. 

I  had  civility  enough  to  hear  e\'ery 
recommendation  with  a  look  of  curiofity 
while  it  was  made,  and  of  acquiefcence 
when  it  was  concluded,  but  in  my  heart 
felt  no  other  defire  than  to  be  free  from 
the  difgrace  of  a  fecond  floor,  and  cared 
little  whei-e  I  fliould  flx,  if  the  apart- 
ments were  fpacious  and  fplendid. 

Next  day  a  chariot  was  hired,  and 
Mifs  Trifle  was  difpatched  to  find  a 
lodging.  She  returned  in  the  afternoon, 
with  an  account  of  a  charming  place,  to 
which  my  hufl)and  went  in  the  morning 
to  make  the  contrail.  Being  young 
and  unexperienced,  he  took  with  him 
his  friend  Ned  Quick,  a  gentleman  of 
great  flcill  in  rooms  and  furniture,  who 
fets,  at  a  fingle  glance,  whatever  there 
is  to  be  commended  or  cenfurcd.  Mr. 
Quick,  at  tire  firft  view  of  the  houlij, 
declared  that  it  could  not  bt  inhabited, 
for  the  fun  in  the  afternoon  (hone  with 
full  glare  on  the  windows  of  the  dining- 
room. 

Mifs  Trifle  went  out  again,  and  foon 
dilcovercd  another  lodging,  which  Mr. 
Quick  went  to  furvey,  and  found,  that, 
whenever  the  wind  ftiould  blow  fiom  the 
eafl,  all  the  fmoke  of  the  city  would  be 
driven  upon  it. 

A  magnificent  fet  of  rooms  viras  then 
found  in  one  of  the  ftrects  near  Well- 
minftcr  Bridge,  which  Mifs  Trifle  piCr 
ferrcd  to  any  which  fliehad  yet  feenj  but 
Mr,  Q^cK,  b^vvr^^oiuCedu^n  it  for  a 
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Khided  that  it  would  be  too 
IxiTcd  in  the  monung  to  the  fogs 
from  the  nver. 

Mr.  Quick  proccedtd  to  give  us 
y  new  teAimonies  of  his  tafte 
imfpeflion;  foxnetimestheftrett 
narjow  for  a  double  range  of 
fometinies  it  was  an  obfcure 
)t  inhabited  by  pcrfons  of  qua- 
•me  }>laces  wei-e  diny,  and  fome 
,  in  fonie  houfcs  the  furniture 
uiied,  and  in  otl^ei-s  the  Aairs 
narrow.  He  had  fuch  fertility 
ions,  thai  Mifs  Trifle  was  at 
,  and  deiilUd  from  all  aueinpts 
cconimodadon. 

mean  time  I  have  (Hll  continued 
■'  company  on  a  fecond  floor* 
iked  twenty  limes  a  day  when  I 
ave  thofe  cniious  lodgings,  in 
ive  tumuhuoufly  without  piea- 
1  expenlively  without  honour. 


My  hu(bund  thinks  fo  hig'ily  of  Mr- 
Quick,  th.it  he  cannot  be  perluaded  to 
remove  withotit   his   approbation  ^  and 
Mr.  Qu^ick  tltinks  his  leputation  raiic^i^ 
by  the  multiplication  of  uiflliculties.        P 

In  this  dilhefs  to  whom  can  I  have 
lecourfe  ?  I  find  my  temper  vitiated  br 
daily  difappointment,  by  the  fight  oif 
plcafures  which  I  cannot  panake,  aud 
the  pofleflTion  of  riches  which  I  caonoc 
enjoy.  Dear  Mi*.  Idler,  inform  my 
huiband  that  he  is  trifling  away,  in  fu- 
perfluous  vexation,  the  few  months  which 
cuflom  has  appropriated  to  delight;  that 
matrimonial  quari els  aie  noc  eafily  re- 
conciled between  thofe  that  have  no 
childien  4  that  wherever  we  liettle  he  muft 
always  find  Ibme  inconvenience^  but  no- 
tiling  is  fo  much  to  he  avoided  as  a  per- 
petual date  of  enquiry  and  fufpence.  X 
am,  Sir,  your  htunhfe  fcrvant, 

P£GGY  Heartless. 


LXXXVn.  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  15. 


hat  we  know  not  we  can  only 
Igc  by  what  we  know.  Ever^ 
ppears  more  wontierful  as  it  is 
wte  from  anything;  with  which 
«  or  teftimony  have  hitherto 
si  us,  and  if  it  pafles  further  bc- 
notions  that  we  have  been  sc- 
.  to  form,  it  becomes  at  )aft  in- 

dom  confidcr  that  human  know- 
ery  narrow,  that  national  man- 
'ormcd  by  chance,  that  uncom- 
un6^ures  of  caufcs  produce  rare 
r  that  what  is  impofliblc  at  one 
lace  may  yet  happen  in  another, 
ays  eafier  to  deny  than  to  cn- 
Vo  rtfufc  cieciit  confers  for  a 
an  apptarancc  ot  luperiority, 
:ry  little  mind  is  templed  to 
itn  it  may  be  gained  i'o  clicaply 
thdrav.ing  attention  from  cvi- 
iiil  cl.tli'.iirg  the  faiii:uc  of 
g  probabilities.  The  inoik  per- 

and  vthemtnt  demon drator 
eaiicd  in  time  by  coniiiuial  nc- 
iud  inercdulity,  which  an  old 
lis  :dd;er>  to  Rnlcigh,  calls  //'^ 
/,  obtunds  the  aiguinc:U  wl.ich 

anfwer,  as  wooUbcic<  tlead>  n 
ough  rhcycanii.t  re;xi  thfm. 

re ht 5 ens  of  travellers  have 
led  ii»  /abu)iifusj  till  more  fre- 


quent voyages  have  confirmed  their  vera- 
city ;  and  it  may  reaf.nably  be  imagined, 
that  many  ancient  hidorians  aie  unjnfl'y 
fufpeiled  of  falfliood,  becaufc  our  own 
times  aifi>rd  nothing  that  rclismblcs  wliac 
they  tell. 

Had  only  the  writers  of  antiquity  in- 
formed us  that  there  was  once  a  nation 
in  which  the  wife  lay  down  upon  th.c 
burning  pile  only  to  mix  her  aflics  with 
thofe  of  her  hufljand,  we  fl.ould  have 
thought  it  a  tale  to  be  told  wiih  that  of 
Endymioirs  commerce  with  the  mov.ii. 
Had  only  a  fingle  traveller  itlaied  iliut 
many  nations  of  ihc  earth  were  black, 
we  fliould  hnvc  thought  the  accounts  of 
Nep,iocs  and  of  the  Phcenix  equally  cre- 
dible. But  of  black  men  the  numbers 
are  too  great  who  aie  now  refining  un- 
der Englifli  cruelty,  and  the  cuitom  of 
voluntary  crtniaiion  is  not  yet  loll  among 
the  ladies  of  Irulia. 

Few  narratives  will  either  to  men  or 
woir.tn  ajiuear  more  incredible  than  the 
hiltoiics  ol  the  Am:ironsj  of  female  na- 
tii.ns  of  whofe  conititution  it  was  tie 
eliVniial  and  fundunental  law,  to  ex- 
clude men  from  all  puiticipation  either 
of  pubti^k  ntfairs  or  domeiiick  bufinel's) 
whcie  female  armies  marched  under  fe- 
male capiiii  3,  female  formers  gaihtrnt 
the  harvw[l«  female  ]^i\i\ei%  ^^kiv^e^  xc^ 
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gether,  and  female  wits  diverted  one 
another. 

Yet  feveral  ages  of  antiquity  have 
tranfmitted  accounts  of  the  Amazons  of 
^Caucafusf  and  of  the  Amazons  of  Ame- 
rica, who  have  given  their  names  to  the 
greateft  river  in  the  world.  Condamine 
lately  found  fach  ip^n^^^nals  as  can  be 
expefUd  among  crratick  and  unlettered 
nations,  where  events  are  recorded  only 
by  tradition,  and  new  fwarms  fettling 
in  the  counti*y  fiom  time  to  time*  con- 
fufs  and  efface  all  traces  of  former  times. 

To  die  with  hufbands,  or  to  live  with  - 
out  them,  are  the  two  extremes  which 
the  prudence  and  moderation  of  Euro- 
pean ladies  have,  in  all  a&es,  eaually 
tleclined )  they  have  never  been  allured 
to  d6ath  by  the  kindnefs  or  civility  of 
the  politeft  nations,  nor  has  the  rough- 
nefs  and  brutality  of  more  favage  coun- 
tries  ever  provoked  them  to  doom  their 
male  aflociates  to  irrevocable  banilh- 
roent.  The  Bohemian  matrons  are  faid 
to  have  made  one  fhort  (Iniggie  for  fu- 
pcriority,  but  inftead  of  banifliing  the 
mtn,  tliey  contented  theinfelves  with 
condemning  them  to  ferviie  offices ;  and 
their  conftitution,  thus  left  imperfe6l» 
wa»  quickly  overthrown. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  clafs  of  Eng- 
llfti  women  from  whom  we  are  in  any 
danger  of  Amazonian  ufurpation.  The 
old  maids  i'cein  nearell  to  independence, 
nnd  mod  likely  to  be  animated  by  re- 
venue againll  mafculine  authority ;  thty 
often  fpeak  of  men  with  acrimonious 
Vchai^nce,  but  it  is  fcldom  found  that 


they  have  any  fettled  hatred  a 
and  it  is  yet  more  rarely  o 
they  have  any  kindnefs  for 
They  will  not  calmly  comi 
plot  J  and  if  they  ihould  c^ 
retu-eand  fortify  themfelves 
in  mountains,  the  fentinel  wi 
paffes  in  fpite,  and  the  garr 
pitulate  upon  eafy  terms,  if 
have  handfome  fword-kno 
well  fupplied  with  fringe  ar 

The  gamel^ers,  if  they  ^ 
would  make  a  formidable 
fince  they  confider  men  on 
that  are  to  lolc  their  money 
live  together  without  any 
officioufnefs  of  gallantry  or 
of  diverfified  converfation. 
thing  would  hold  them  tog 
hoj)e  of  plundering  one  ai 
government  would  fail  fror 
of  it's  principles,  the  men 
only  to  ncgleft  them,  and 
perilh  in  a  few  week?  by  a 

I  do  not  mean  to  cenfure 
England  as  defective  in  kno 
fpirit,  when  I  fuppofe  then 
revive  the  military  honours 
The  charafler  of  the  ancie 
was  rather  tcrrihle  than  lov< 
could  not  be  very  delicate  t 
employed  in  drawing  the  be 
difliing  the  battle-axe ;  thei 
maintained  by  cruelty,  th 
was  deformed  by  ferocity,  i 
ample  only  (hews  that  men 
live  beft  together. 


NO  LXXXVIII.    SATURDAY,   DECEMBE 


WHEN  the  philofophcrs  of  the 
lait  a^e  were  (irft  congregated 
ir.to  the  Royal  Society,  great  expe^a- 
tions  were  raifed  of  the  fudden  progrefs 
oi  ufcful  artS)  the  time  was  fuppoled  to 
be  near  when  eng^ines  ihould  turn  by  a 
per{>etual  motion,  and  health  be  fecured 
by  the  univerfal  medicine;  when  learn- 
ing: ihould  be  facilitated  by  a  real  cha- 
rterer, and  commerce  extended  by  (hips 
which  could  reach  their  ports  in  defiance 
uf  thtf  rempelh 

]^ut  improvement  is  naturally  flow. 

The  fociety  met  and  parted  without  any 

V';i'.>lc  diminution  of  the  miferits  of  life. 

Xhe  ifovt  and  llone  were  dill  painfnl, 

tliff  ground  th2t  was  not  plowed  broug|ht 


no  harvcft,  and  neither  < 
grapes  would  grow  ujion  tl 
At  hrt,  tht'fc  who  were  diJa 
gan  to  be  angry  j  thole  1 
hated  innovation  were  gla 
opponuiiity  of  lidiculing  n 
depreciated,  |v;rhaps  with  i 
rogance,  the  knowledge  < 
And  it  appears  from  /bme 
licll  apologies,  that  tiie  phii 
with  great  fenfibility  the  un 
portunities  of  thofe  who  wt 
ing,  •  What  have  ye  done  i 
The  truth  is,  that  lirt 
done  compared  with  what  t 
fidfered  to  promiCej  aiul 
could  0T\\^  W  ;iivt>Ntviti  \i^ 
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new  hopes,  which,  when 
(frated,  gave  a  new  occa- 
ne  vexitious  enquiry, 
q (left ion  has  diititrbed  the 
/  other  minds.  He  that  in 
r  of  his  liff  too  flriftly  en- 
M::  has  done,  can  very  fel- 
roin  his  own  heart  fuch  an 
ill  gii'e  him  fatisfa^ion. 
indeed  fo  often  difappoint 
elves.  We  not  only  think 
han  others  of  our  own  abi- 
ow  ourfelves  to  form  h'opes 
'ercwmmunicate,and  pleafe 
with  employments  which 
i  allot  us,  and  with  eleva- 
1  wc  are  never  expelled  to 
rn  our  days  and  years  have 
)  common  bufinefs  or  com- 
en?s,  and   we  find  at  lad 

tliflTei^  our  purpofes  to 
time  of  a8ion  is  paft,  we 
^  only  by  our  own  reflec- 
'  our  friends  nor  our  ene- 
:hat  we  live  and  die  like  the 
ind;  that  we  live  without 
ie  without  memorial )  they 
lat  taik  we  had  propofed, 
cannot  difcem  whether  it 

tmpares  what  he  has  done 
has  left  undone^  will  feel 
ch  muft  always  follow  the 
f  imagination  with  reality; 
jvith  contempt  on  his  own 
,  and  wonder  to  what  pur- 
nto  the  world;  he  will  re- 
hall  leave  behind  him  no 
5  having  been,  that  he  has 
I  to  the  i'yftem  of  life,  but 


bfls  glided  from  youth  to  age  amon^ti^f 
crowd,  without  any  effort  for  diftin^ion. 

Man  is  feldom  willing  to  let  fall  the 
opinion  of  his  own  dignity,  ortohf-tiev«'i 
that  he  does  little  only  becaufe  every  in* 
dividual  is  a  very  little  being.  He  is 
better  content  to  want  diligence  than 
power,  and  fooner  conftifes  the  depra- 
vity of  his  will  than  the  imbccillity  of 
his  nature. 

From  this  miftak^n  notion  of  human 
grcatncfs  it  proceeds,  that  many  who 
pretend  to  have  made  great  advance!i  in 
wifdom  fo  loudly  declai-e  tiiat  they  de- 
fpife  themfelves.  If  I  had  ever  found  9ny 
of  the  felf-contemners  much  irritated 
or  pained  by  the  confcroufnefs  of  their 
meannefs,  I  fhould  have  given  them 
confolation  by  obferving,  that  a  little 
more  than  nothing  is  as  ntuch  as  can  he 
cxpe^ed  from  a  bein^  who  with  refpeft 
to  the  multitudes  about  him  is  himlielf 
little  more  than  nothing.  Every  man 
is  obliged  by  the  fupreme  Mafler  cf  the 
univerfe  to  improve  all  the  oppoHunitiet' 
of  good  which  are  afforded  him,  and  to 
keep  in  continual  activity  fuch  abilities 
at  are  beftowed  upon  him.  But  he  has 
no  reafon  to  repine,  though  his  abilities 
are  fmall  and  his  opportunities  few.  He 
that  has  improved  the  virtue  or  advanced 
the  happinefs  of  one  fellow. creature, 
he  that  has  afcertained  a  fingle  moral 
propoiition,  or  added  one  ufeful  experi- 
ment to  natural  knowledge,  may  be 
contented  with  his  own  performance, 
and,  with  refpeA  to  mortals  like  hfin. 
felf,  may  demand,  like  Augui^us,  to 
be  difmiffed  at  his  departure  with  api 
plaufe. 


XXIX.    SATURDAY,    DECEMBER  29, 


1  came  into  the  world ;  for 
ifon  it  is  that  life  is  over- 
jch  boundlel's  varieties  of 
he  only  thinking  being  of 
oumed  to  think  merely  to 
and  to  pafs  his  time  from 
in  fearing  or  in  iuffering 
a  queftion  which  philofo- 
ig  aflced,  and  which  phi- 
ncver  anftver. 
^orms  us  that  mifery  and 
iced  tog€tIwn    The  de« 


£?XCT. 

pravation  of  humai^  will  wit  folloired 
by  a  dilbrder  of  the  harmony  of  nature^ 
and  by  that  providence  which  often 
places  antidotes  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  poifons,  vice  was  checked  bv  mifery, 
left  it  (hould  fwell  to  univcriaJ  andun* 
limited  dominion. 

A  (late  of  innocence  and  happincrs  is 
fo  remote  from  all  that  we  have  ever 
feen,  that  though  we  can  eaftly  con« 
ceiv^  it  poffible,  and  nuiy  therefor* 
hope  to  tvcAvk  itt  7«i  qm  CytoiWvnA 
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upon  ir  muft  be  general  and  confufed. 
We  can  difcover  that  where  there  iiuni- 
verfai  innocence,  there  will  probably  be 
.univerfal  happinels;  for  why  fhould  af- 
ft^ions  be  permitieJ  to  in  felt  beings 
who  are  not  in  danger  of  cori'uption 
from  bleflings,  and  where  there  is  no 
vfe  of  terrour  nor  caufe  of  punifhment? 
But  in  a  world  like  ours,  where  our 
ienfes  aflfault  us,  and  our  hearts  betray 
us,  we  AiouM  pafs  on  from  crime  to 
crime,  heedlefs  and  remoi  felefs,  if  mi- 
firry  did  not  daml  in  our  way,  and  our 
own  pains  admonifii  us  of  our  folly. 

Alnaoft  all  the  moral  good  which  is 
left  anoong  iis»  is  the  apparent  effefl  of 
phyfical  evil. 

Goodnefs  is  divided  by  divines  into 
ibbernefs,  rit^hteoufncls,  and  godlinel's. 
ILet  it  be  examined  how  each  of  thefe 
duties  would  be  pra^ifed  if  there  were 
■o  phyfical  evil  to  enforce  it. 

Sobriety,  or  temperance,  is  nothing 
but  the  forbearance  of  pleafuie;  and  if 
pleafure  was  not  followed  by  p;iin,  who 
would  forbear  it?  We  ice  every  hour 
thofe  inw^om  the  defire  of  prefcnt  in- 
fiulgencc  overpowers  all  fenfe  of  paft 
and  all  forefight  of  future  milei  y.  In  a 
rcmifliion  of  the  gout  thedrunJcaid  re- 
turns to  his  wine,  and  the  glutton  to  his 
feaft;  and  if  neither  difeafe  nor  poverty 
were  felt  or  dreaded,  every  one  would 
fink  down  in  idle  fenfuality,  without 
any  care  of  others,  or  of  himfclf.  To 
cat  and  drink,  and  lie  down  to  deep, 
would  be  the  whole  hufiners  of  man- 
kind. 

Righteoufnefs,  or  the  fyftem  of  focial 
duty,  may  be  fwbdividcd  into  jufticeand 
charity.  Of  Juftice  one  of  the  heathen 
iages  has  (I)ewn,  with  great  acutmefs, 
tbat  it  was  imprtOcd  upon  mankind 
only  by  the  inconveniences  which  injtii- 
licc  had  pro^luced.  *  In  the  6r It  ngcf," 
lays  he,  •  men  afted  without  any  rule 

*  but  the  impulfe  of  dcfirc,  they  prac- 
'  tifed  iniuftice  upon  others,    and  fuf- 

*  fered  it  from  others  in  their  turn;  but 

*  in  time  it  wHsdifcovered,  that  the  pjin 

*  of  fufFering   wrong  was  greater  th:m 
'  the  pleafure  of  doing  it;  and  man- 

*  kind,  by  a  general  con)pn^,  fubmit- 

*  ted  to  the  rcltraint  of  laws,  and  r».'- 

*  (igned  the  pleafure  to  cfcape  the  pain.' 
Of  Chanty  it  is  fupetfluous   to  ob- 

iet've,  that  it  could  have  no  place  if  there 
wetrnovi'ant,  for  of  a  virtue  which  could 
itat  tffi-pradtif^M  (iie  omiffion  could  not 


be  culpable.  Evil  is  not  oi 
iional  but  the  cHicttnt  caufc 
we  are  incited  to  the  relief  < 
the  confcioufneis  that  we  h 
nature  with  the  fufi'erer,  ti 
danger  of  the  fame  dilirelTt 
fomctime  implore  the  fame  : 

Godiinefs,  or  piety,  is 
the  mind  towards  the  Supi 
and  txtenfion  of  the  though 
life.  The  other  life  is  fut 
Supreme  Being  is  invifible. 
have  recourfe  to  an  invifibh 
that  all  other  fuhje6ts  had 
hopes.  None  would  fix  t\ 
upon  the  future,  but  that 
contented  with  the  prefent. 
were  fealled  with  perpeti 
they  would  always  ktep 
fubjr^ion.  Reafon  has  r 
over  us,  but  by  it's  power 
againft  evil. 

In  childh(>od,  while  ou 
yet  unoccupied,  religion 
u|X)n  them,  and  the  firfl  ye 
all  who  have  been  well  < 
pailed  in  a  regular  difcbarg 
tics  of  piety.  But  as  we  : 
waid  into  the  crowds  of  lifi 
ble  delights  folicit  our  incli 
innumerable  cires  dillra6l  < 
the  time  of  youth  is  palTed 
licks;  manhood  is  led  on  f 
hope,  and  from  projefl  to 
dilToIutenefs  of  pleafure,  tfa 
uf  fuccefs,  the  ardour  of 
and  tht  vehemence  of  comp 
down  the  mind  alike  to  the  ] 
nor  is  it  remembered  how  i* 
of  trifles  mud  befcattered, 
bles  that  float  upon  the  rivi 
lolt  for  ever  in  the  gulph 
To  this  confideration  fcarc 
awakened  but  by  fomcprefli 
lf;ib  evil.  The  death  of  iho( 
he  derived  his  pleafures,  or 
dcftined  his  pofTcdions, 
which  (hews  him  the  vanity 
nal  acquifitions,  or  the  gl 
wliich  intcrcept^'his  profpef 
joyment,  forces  him  to  f 
upon  another  ftate,  anil  > 
contended  with  the  tempeli 
his  flrength  fails  him,  he  i 
the  (helter  of  religion. 

That  mifery  does  not  n 
tuous,  experience  loo  certa 
US;  but  it  is  no  lefs  certain 
\\vlU4  V.We  \%,  vcvAwk'j  ^\s) 
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PhjCioA  evil  may  be 
irred  with  patfence,  fince 
of  moral  good;  and  pa- 
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rience  itfelf  is  oneriitueby  tehich  wcare 
prepareit  for  that  date  in  which  evilflulL 
be  no  mofe« 
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nplaint  t?hich  has  been 
I  time  to  time,  and  which 
lately  become  more  fre- 
rnglifh  Orator/i  however 
riimenty  or  elegaot  in  ex- 
eficient  and  inetficaciout, 
e!iktrs  want  the  grace  and 

numerous  projo6lors  wl'.o 
refine  our  m?micf«,  an  J 
acul'Jes,  fome  are  willing 
Iciicicncy  of  our  fpeakers. 
more  than  one  cxhorta- 
he  negleflcit  art  of  mov- 
n<,  and  have  been  encou- 
•c  that  our  tongues,  how- 
themfelvei,  may,  by  the 
lands  and  legs,  obtain  an 
e  dominion  over  the  moft 
cnce,  animate  the  in fenfi- 
tiic  carclrfs,  force  tears 
.rate,  and  money  from  the 

of  hand,  or  nimMenefs  of 
wonJeis  cin  be  perform- 
\\  nejjlsd  :o  att-iin  the  free 
>*  may  hi*  jultly  cenfutcd 

bav.  But  I  am  afraid 
en  of  Ivci  f.Tcfls.wili  ca- 
lf I  cr^'.Ui  once  find  a 
Iharge-AUvTv   rai fing  the 

by  the  power  of  perfua- 
[  fhoulil  very  zealoufly  re- 
Ihuly  o*"  his  artj  hut  hav- 
any  ,ici;on  by  which  lan- 
ch  afliiicd,  I  have  been 
ed  to  dov'bl  whether  my 
re  net  hlimtd  too  haliiiy 
and  motior.lcli  vittrrance. 
ot  many  nations  accom- 
•ch  with  artionj  but  why 
ximp!f  have  inorc  influ- 

than  ours  upon  theiii  ? 
lot  to  be  ch:inj;edbut  for 
hole  who  lie  fire  to  reform 
netits  of  the  change  pro- 
the  Frenchm.in  waves  hia 
thes  hi«  body  in  recount- 
ions  of  a  game  at  cards» 
an,  who  rdfls  the  hour  of 
upon  his  fingers  the  num- 
nentioiiSf  I  Jo  not  per* 


ceive  that  their  mamial  eiercitfe  is  tfT 
much  xkkf  or  that  they  leave  any  image 
more  deeply  iinprefied  by  their  buttle 
tnd  vehemence  of  commnnicacion. 

Upon  the  Engltfh  IhigB  there  it  tm 
want  of  action)  btu  the  difficulty  of 
makine;  it  fit  once  variout  and  proper^ 
and  it's  perpetual  tendency  to  become 
lidiculous,  notwithdanding  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  art  and  Hiow^nd  cutlom 
and  prejudice,  can  give  it,  may  prove 
how  little  it  can  be  admitted  into  any 
other  place,  where  it  can  have  no  recont- 
mendation  but  from  truth  and  nature. 

The  afeof  Englifll  oratory  is  only  at 
the  tar,  in  the  parliament,'  and  in  the 
church.  Neither  the  judges  of  our  laws 
nor  the  reprelentatives  of  our  people 
would  be  much  affe^led  by  UlH)urei 
gcfticulation,  or  believe  any  man  the 
more  Uecaufe  he  rolled  his  eyes,  or  pufF« 
e<i  his  cheeks,  or  fpi-ead  abroal  his 
arms,oritampcd  theground,  or  thump- 
ed  his  brcaft,  or  turned  his  eyes  fome- 
times  to  thecielingand  fometimes  to  the 
floor.  Upon  men  intent  only  upon  truth» 
the  arm  of  an  orator  has  lictle  power  j  a 
credible  teftimonv,  or  a  cogent  argninenf, 
win  overcome  all  the  art  of  modulations 
and  all  the  violence  of  contortion. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  cit^ 
which  may  be  called  the  Parent  of  Ora' 
tory,  all  the  arts  of  mechanical  perliia* 
fion  were  ban  ifhed  from  the  court  of  fu* 
preme  judicature.  The  judge*  of  the 
Areopagus  confidered  aflion  and  %*oci- 
fcration  as  a  foolifh  appeal  to  the  exter- 
nal fenfes,  and  unwortny  to  be  pra5liic(l 
before  <hofe  who  had  no  deli  re  of  idle 
amufemenr,  and  whole  only  plcafure  was 
to  dilcover  right. 

Whether  a6>ion  may  not  be  yet  of  ufc 
in  churches, where  the  preacher  addrefles 
a  mingled  audience,  may  deferve -en- 
quiry. It  i&  certain  that  the  (enfes  are 
more  powerful  as  the  reafon  is  weakeri 
and  that  he  whole  ears  convey  little  to 
his  mind,  may  fometimet  lilten  with  his 
eyes  till  truth  may  gradually  take  pof« 
Icifion  of  his  heart.  If  there  be  any  uif 
of  gefticulation,  \im>\(lbt«^\«i\A>^ 
i£ii»rMii»nd  vude,  w\A5im\it  tivatA 
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tffeded  by  vthemencc  Chan  delighted  by 
propriety.  In  the  pulpit  litite  aftion 
can  be  proper^  for  aAion  can  illuftratc 
nothing  but  that  to  which  It  niay  be  re- 
ferred by  nature  or  by  cuftom •  He  that 
initatet  by  hit  hand  a  motion  which  he 
defcribcat  explaina  it  by  natural  fimili- 
tudej  he  that  layt  hit  hand  on  his  breaft, 
when  he  espreflet  pity,  enforces  hii 
woffda  by  a  cuibntary  illufion.  But 
tfaeohigy  hasfew  topicks  to  which  a8ion 
can  be  npfrofriatcd(  that  aAion  which 
it  vag[«e  and  mdetemiinate  will  at  laft 
llettle  into  habit,  and  habittial  pecnlia- 
fities  are  quickly  ridiculous. 


It  is  perhaps  the  chtraAer  oft! 
Itfh  to  defpiretrifleti  and  that  a 
furely  be  accounted  a  trifle  whi 
once  ufelcfft  and  oftentatious,  wl 
feldom  be  pra6ti(ed  with  propric 
which  as  the  mind  is  more  cultii 
lefs powerful.  Yetasallinnocer 
are  to  be  ufcd  for  the  propag 
tmthv  I  would  not  deter  thol'e  i 
employed  in  preaching  to  coinm 
girgations  from anr  praftice  wh 
mav  find  perfnanvej  for,  ci 
with  the  converiioB  of  fmneiSy  p 
and  elegance  are  leis  than  not  bin] 
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IT  is  common  to  overlook  what  is 
near,  by  keeping  the  eye  fixed  upon 
fomething  remote.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner prefent  opportunities  are  negleAed, 
and  attainable  good  is  (lighted,  by 
minds  bufied  in  extenfive  ranges,  and 
intent  upon  future  advantages.  Life, 
however  (hon,  is  made  tliU  fliorter  by 
wafteoftime,  and  it*s  progiefs  towards 
happineia,  though  naturally  dow,  is 
yet  retarded  by  unnecciTary  labour. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  know- 
ledge is  univcvliilly  confelTiTd.  To  6x 
deeply  in  the  mind  the  principle*  of  fci- 
ence,  to  fettle  their  limitations,  and  de- 
duce the  long  fucceflion  of  tlieir  confe- 
,  quencesj  to  comprehend  the  whole  com- 
pafs  of  complicated  iyftems,  with  all 
the  arguments,  objcAions,  and  Iblu- 
tionb,  and  to  repofite  in  the  intetle^ual 
trvafury  the  numberlefs  fafts,  expert- 
marts,  apophthegms,  and  poHtions, 
which  muft  lland  (ingle  in  the  memory, 
and  of  which  none  has  any  perceptible 
connection  with  the  reft,  is  a  tafk  which^ 
though  undertaken  with  ardur  and  pur- 
fued  witl|  diligence,  muft  at  laft  be  left 
unfinifbed  by  the  frailty  of  our  nature. 

To  make  the  way  to  learning  either 
leis  (hort  or  lefs  fmooth  is  certainly  ah- 
furdf  yet  this  is  the  apparent  efFt6l  of 
the  prejudice  which  fisems  to  prev.iil 
•imm^  US  in  favour  of  foreign  authors, 
and  ot  the  contempt  of  our  nati%'e-  lite- 
rature, which  this  cxcuriive  curiofiry 
muft  necelfjiily  produce.  Every  man 
is  more  fpeedily  inftru£led  by  his  own 
lan^un£re,  than  by  any  others  before 
we  /cMTch  tin  retl  of  the  world  for  teach- 
ers, Jef  .u%  ny  whethei  we  may  notfpare 
fw/  tfoubie  Uy  Umilag  thcin  at  home. 


The  riches  of  the  Engli(h  h 
are  much  greater  than  they  a 
monly  fuppofed.  Many  ufeful 
luahle  books  lie  buried  in  fhopi 
brariest  unknown  and unexamm 
lefs  fome  lucky  compiler  opens  t 
chance,  and  finds  an  eaiV  fpoil 
and  learning.  I  am  far  from  in 
to  infinuate,  that  other  langus 
nut  neceffary  to  him  who  alpires 
nence,  and  whofe  whole  life  is 
to  ftudy }  but  to  him  who  reads 
amuicment,  or  whofe  purpofe  ii 
deck  himielf  with  the  honours  c 
tare,  but  to  be  oualificd  for  dc 
ufefnlneiit,  and  (it  down  conte 
fuhordtnate  reputation,  we  have 
fufficient  to  fill  up  all  the  vacar 
bis  time,  and  gratify  moft  of  hi: 
for  information. 

Of  our  poets  I  need  fay  little, 
they  are  perhaps  the  only  aut 
whom  their  country  haa  done 
We  confidcr  the  whole  fucceiCt 
Spenfer  to  Pope,  as  fu^ierior 
nam.es  which  the  continent  can 
and  therefore  the  poets  of  other  i 
however  familiarly  they  may  b 
times  mentione<l,  are  very  little  i 
cept  by  thofe  who  deli^n  to  bom 
beauties. 

There  is,  X  think,  not  one  of 
beral  arts  which  may  not  be  com] 
learned  in  the  Englifh  languag 
that  IJEarches  after  mathematical 
led^e  may  bufy  himiirlf  nmong  1 
countrymen,  and  will  find  one  < 
able  to  inftru£lhim  in  every  pait  < 
ablh'ulc  iciences*  He  that  is  d( 
w\\b  txvevimcxvx*,  ^M  >*j\(k\et  t< 
the  imiNXtt  kH  \>Q^\t%  ^i«v(\  ^«x% 
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fifibk  eicftSy  is  liappily  phccd  where 
the  mechanical  philofophy  wat  firik  eila* 
UKhcd  hy  a  publick  inftittitioDy  and  from 
which  it  was  fpread  to  aJl  other  coun- 
tries. 

The  none  airv  and  elegant  ftudics  of 
PhiMegy  and  Criticifni  have  little  need 
flf  iny  roretgn  help.  Though  our  lan- 
nagep  not  facing  very  analogical,  sivcs 
km  opportunities  for  grammatical  re* 
(arches,  yet  we  have  not  wanted  au« 
thon  who  have  confidered  the  princi- 
fkf  offpeech;  and  with  critical  writ- 
ings we  abound  fufficiendy  to  enable 
Pedantry  to  impofe  rules  which  can  fel- 
dom  be  obfervc^*  and  Vanity  to  talk  of 
books  which  are  (eldom  read. 

But  our  own  language  has,  from  the 
Refomiaiion  to  theprefent  time,  been 
chiefly  dignified  and  adorned  by  the 
works  of  our  divines,  who,  confidered 
IS  commentators,  controvertifts,  or 
preuhen,  have  undoubtedly  left  all 
other  nations  far  behind  them.  No  vul- 
gar language  can  boatl  fuch  treafures  of 
theological  knowledge,  or  fuch  muJti- 
todes  of  authors  at  once  learned,  ele- 
gint,  and  pious.  Other  countries  and 
either  communions  have  authors  perhaps 
^ual  in  abilities  and  diligence  to  ours; 


but  if  we  unite  number  with  excellencfy 
there  is  certainly  no  nation  which  muft 
not  allow  vs  to  be  fuperior.  Of  Mora* 
iity  little  is  necefll^rjr  to  be  faid,  becauft 
it  IS  comprehended  in  prattcal  divinity^ 
and  is  perhaps  better  taught  in  Englifli 
fennons  than  in  an  v  other  books  ancient 
or  modem.  Nor  fliall  I  dwell  on  our 
excellence  in  metaphyfical  fpeculations^ 
becaufe  he  that  reads  the  works  of  our 
divines  will  eafily  difcover  how  far  hu* 
man  fubtilty  has  been  able  to  penetrate. 

Political  knowledge  is  forced  upon  ut 
by  the  form  of  our  conftitution,  and  all 
the  m^fteriet  of  government  are  difco- 
vered  m  the  attack  or  defence  of  every 
minifter.  The  original  law  of  fociety* 
the  rights  of  fubjeCts,  and  the  prero^- 
ti  vcs  of  kings,  have  been  confidered  with 
the  utmoft  nicety,  fometimes  profoundly 
inveftigated,  and  fometimes  familiar jy 
explained. 

Thus  copioufly  inftruAive  is  the  Eng. 
lifli  lan^age,  and  thus  needlefs  is  all 
recourle  to  foreign  writers.  Let  us  not 
therefore  make  our  neighbours  proud  by 
foliciting  help  which  we  do  not  want, 
nor  difcourage  our  own  induftry  by  dif- 
ficulties which  we  need  not  fuifer. 
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WHATEVER  is  ufefulorho- 
nourahlc  will  be  defired  by  many 
who  never  can  obtain  it;  and  that  which 
c3)inot  be  obtained  when  it  is  defired, 
artifice  or  folly  will  be  diligent  to  coun- 
terfeit. Thole  to  whom  fortune  has 
denied  gold  and  diamonds  decorate  them- 
lolvcs  with  llones  and  metals,  which  have 
fomething  of  the  fliow  but  little  of  the 
value;  and  every  moral  excellence  or  in- 
telle6lual  faculty  has  fome  vice  or  folly 
which  imitates  it*s  ap|iearance. 

Every  man  wiflies  to  be  wife,  and 
thtry  who  cannot  be  wife  are  almoft  al- 
ways  cunning.  The  lefs  is  the  real  dif- 
cernment  of  tnole  whom  bufinefs  or  con- 
veifation  brings  trgether,  the  more  il- 
lufions  are  praaifed,  nor  is  caution  ever 
b  necefiary  as  with  adbciatcs  or  oppo- 
nents of  feeble  minds. 

Cunning  differs  from  wifdom  as  twi- 
light from  open  day.  He  that  walks 
in  the  Itintfhine  goes  balllAr  forward  by 
the  ntjiei}  wayf  he  /«•«  that  when  the 


path  is  ftraight  and  even  he  may  proceed 
m  fecurity,  and  where  it  is  rough  and 
crooked  he  eafily  complies  with  the  turns 
and  avoids  the  obltru6Hons.  But  the 
ti  avtfllcr  in  the  du(k  fears  more  as  he  fees 
Id's;  he  knows  there  may  be  danger, 
and  therefore  fufpe6ls  that  he  is  never 
fafe,  tries  every  Itep  before  he  fixes  his 
^t,  and  (brinks  at  every  noiit  left  vio- 
lence (hould  approach  him.  Wifdom 
comprehends  at  once  the  end  and  the 
means,  eftimates  eafinefs  or  difficulty, 
and  is  cautious  or  confident  in  due  pro- 
portion. Cuiming  difcovers  little  at  a 
time,  and  has  no  other  means  of  cer- 
tainty than  multiplication  of  ffratageais 
and  hiperfluity  o^  fufpicion.  The  roan 
of  cunning  always  conlidcrs  that  he  can 
never  be  too  fafe,  and  therefore  always 
keeps  himielf  enveloped  in  a  mill,  im- 
penetrable, as  he  hopes,  to  the  eye  of 
rivalry  or  curiofitj. 

U^n  this  principle,  Tonv  DoNAskVt 
bai  iormcd  ^  naiVnt  ^  tVid^vik^  ^«  xcmq^ 
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Itvmklf  queftion.  What  he  has  no  in* 
klinadoB  to  anfwcr.  he  pretends  fome- 
times  not  to  liear»  and  endeavours  to 
divert  tl)e  enquirer's  atteniion  by  (brae 
Other  fubjcf^i  but  if  he  be  piciled  hard 
iy  icpeatcd  iiitri  rogation,  he  always 
evades  a  <iire£l  nply.  Afk  hiin  whom 
he  likes  beft  on  the  ftage,  he  is  rcitdy  to 
tell  that  there  are  re\'cral  excellent  per- 
fonneit.  Ervquire  when  he  was  laft  at 
the  cofSee-houfe,  he  replies^  chat  the 
weather  hai  been  bad  lately.  Defire 
him  to  tell  the  age  of  any  of  his  ac- 
quaintaace,  he  immediately  meiKions 
another  who  is  older  or  younger. 

Will  Puzzle  values  himiSf  upon  a 
long  reach.  He  forefees  e'-xry  thing  be- 
fore it  will  happen,  though  lie  iievtr  re- 
lates his  prognoAicat-.ons  till  the  event  is 
jpad.  Nothing  has  come  to  pafs  for  thefe 
twentjy  years  of  which  Mr.  Puzzle  had 
not  given  broad  hints,  and  told  at  Icaft 
that  it  was  not  proper  to  tell.  Of  thofe 
prediflions,  which  every  conduiion  will 
equally  verify,  he  always  claims  the  cre- 
dit, and  wonders  that  his  friends  did 
not  iindcrftand  them.  He  fuppofes  verv 
truly  that  much  may  be  known  which 
he  knows  not,  and  therefore  pretends  to 
know  much  of  which  he  and  all  mnn- 
kiml  are  equally  ignorant.  I  delircd 
his  opinion  yellcrday  of  the  German  war, 
and  was  told,  that  if  the  Pniffians  were 
welt  fuppfirtrd,  fomething  great  may  be 
expected;  but  that  they  have  very  j)0»ver- 
ful  enemies  to  encQuntcrj  that  the  Auf- 
trian  general  has  long  experience,  and 
thk.'  RuHians  are  hardy  and  ielr>iutej  hut 
that  no  human  power  is  invincible.  I 
then  drew  the  converfation  to  our  own 
atiairs,  and  invited  hini  to  baLino:  the 
probabilities  of  war  and  peace {  he  told 
ant  that  war  require  coui-age,  and  ne- 
gotiation judgmeiit,  and  that  the  time 
will  conic  when  it  will  be  fecn  whether 
mxr  Dull  in  treaty  is  equal  to  our  bravciy 


in  battle.  To  4his  general  « 
will  apipeal  hereafter^  and  will 
to  have  his  foreiight  applauded* 
(ball  at  laft  be  conquered  or  vi^ 

With  Ned  Smuggle  all  is 
He  believes  bimfelf  watched  1 
vation  and  malignity  on  eveiy 
rejoices  in  the  dexterity  by  whi 
cfcapod  fnaies  that  nevei*  were  1 
holds  that  a  man  is  never  decti 
liever  trufts,  and  therefore  wil 
the  name  of  his  taylor  or  his  L 
rides  out  every  morning  for  thi 
pleafeshimfelt  with  thinking  th: 
knows  where  he  has  been;  whei 
with  a  friend  he  never  goes  to 
the  neareft  way,  but  walks  i 
ftrect  to  perplex  the  fcent.  ' 
has  a  coach  called,  he  nevtr  te 
the  door  the  true  place  to  wh 
going,  but  flops  him  in  the  wi 
may  give  him  diieflions  whei 
can  hear  him.  The  price  of 
buys  or  fells  is  always  concea 
often  takes  lodgings  m  the  cou 
wrong  name,  and  thinks  that: 
is  wondering  where  lie  can  be  I 
thefe  tranfaflions  he  regiifers  i 
which,  he  fays,  will  Ibme  timi 
amaze  pofterity. 

It  is  remarked  by  BacoUj  t: 
men  try  to  procure  re|)utatior 
objc6^ions,  of  which,  if  ihcy 
admitted,  the  nullity  ntYcr  apf 
caufe  the  defign  is   laid  afide. 

*  falfe  feint  of  wilUom,'  favi 

*  the  ruin  of  (lufinei'k.*  Ti 
power  of  cunninjr  is  privativ 
nothing  and  to  do  nothing,  is  t 
of  it*s  reach.  Yet  men  thus  r 
nature,  and  mcin  by  art.  are  1 
able  to  rile  by  the  miicarriages  < 
and  the  onenncfs  of  integrity 
watching  faihiiu  and  fnatchin 
tuniiies,  obtain  advantages  vi 
long  propeily  to  higher  charaj 
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SAM  Softly  was  bred  a  fugar-hakrr: 
but  furcecding  to  a  confide  rat  >le 
cfiate  on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother, 
he  retired  early  from  biifinefs,  mnrnc.l 
a  fortune,  and  fettled  in  a  country  houfe 
near  Kentifli  Town .  Sam ,  who  f crmtr- 
J^  was  a  fpoitfrnan,  and  in  his  appren- 
tteeAip  uxd  to  fnratient  Qvnet  races, 
Jkftps  m  high  ckmi,  wJtfa  a  hnoe  cf 


ftafoned  gcldincfs.  During  th 
mi-nths,  the  principal  nnmon 
ployment  of  Sam's  life  is  to  vi 
vehicle,  the  mnii  eminent  !« 
nobility  and  gcnti  v  in  diffciTn 
the  kingdom,  with  his  wife 
fcleft  friends,  iiy  thefc  perif 
curfions  Sam  gratifies  many 
pvir|^fc%,    Vl\i  ai\\^*  vVw:  V^n' 


THE   IDLER. 


>3« 


loscici-af  lus  wife}  faelhewi  his  chaife 

to  the  beft  advant^ge^  he  indulges  his 

inikdabk  eiiriofity  for  fintay»  whichy 

finoe  he  has  turned  gen  tleman,  haaerown 

upon  him  to  an  extraordinary  wgrcti 

bedilcofcrs  taAe  and  fpiritf  and,  what 

ii  sbofip  all*   he  finds    frequent   op. 

ponunities  of  diiplaying  to  the  jxirtyy 

at  cmy  houft  be  fees,  his  knowledge  of 

funily  cgnnedions.    At  firft,  Sam  was 

conteDted  with  driving  a  friend  between 

l^don  and  his  villa.    Here  he  prided 

himlelf  in  pointing  out  the  boxes  of  the 

dtixDS  on  each  fide  of  the  road*  with 

an  accurate  detail  of  their  refpedive 

£uluzcs.or  fucceUes  in  trade:  and  ha- 

nugued  on  the  federal  equipages  that 

wuc  acciilentally  pafling.    Here*  too, 

the  (eats,  btedperied  on  the  furround" 

iog  bills*  afforded  ample  matter  for 

Um%  curious  difcoveries.    For  one,  he 

t.iid  his  companion*  a  rich  Jew  had  of- 

&nd  aonevj  and  that  a  retired  widow 

was  courted  at  another,  by  an  eminent 

diy-filtcr.    At  the  fame  time  he  dif. 

cufled  the  utility  and  enumerated  the  ex- 

ptDces  of  the  Ifliiigton  turnpike.     But 

Sam's  ambition  is  at  prelcnt  raifed  to 

Ottbler  undertakings. 

When  the  .happy  hour  of  the  annual 
apedition  arrives,  the  feat  of  the  chai(e 
ii  furoiOied  with  OgUb/s  Booh  ofRDaJs^ 
and  a  choice  quantity  of  cold  tongues. 
The  nod  alarming  difafter  which  can 
bjppmtoourhero,  who  thinks  he  tbrovjs 
c  iiAif  admirably  well,  is  to  be  ever- 
ts in  a  road  which  aSbrds  no  quarter 
f«  wheels.  Indeed  few  men  poflefs 
"KRt  ikill  or  difceminent  for  concerting 
^  conducing  a  fartj  of  fUaJure, 
^'^ben  a  feat  is  to  be  furveyed,  he  has  a 
peculiar  ulent  at  felefling  fome  fliady 
^<Q€b  in  the  Park,  where  the  company 
^  noft  commodiouHy  refreAi  them- 
^ves  with  cold  t4>ngue,  chicken,  and 
French  rolls;,  and  is  very  fa^acious  in 
ji^ering  what  cool  temple  in  the  gar- 
^  will  be  heft  adapted  for  drinking 
'^1  hfought  for  this  purpole  in  the  a^ 


temoon,  and  from  which  the  chaife  may 
be  refumed  with  the  greatell  conve* 
nience.  In  viewing  the  boufe  itfelf,  he 
is  principally  attraSed  by  the  chairs  amd 
beds,  concerning  the  coft  of  which  hit 
minute  enquiries  generally  ^n  the 
cleared  information.  An  agate  table 
eafily  diverts  his  eyes  from  the  moltci- 
piul  ftrokes  of  Rubens,  and  a  Turkey 
carpet  has  more  charms  than  a  Titian. 
Sam,  however,  dwells  with  fonK  atten- 
tion on  the  family  portraits,  particularly 
the  moft  modem  oues;  and  as  this  is  a 
topick  on  which  the  houfe-keeper  ufu- 
ally  harangues  in  a  more  copious  man* 
ner,  he  takes  this  opportunity  of  improv- 
ing bisknowledge  of  inter-marriages.  Yet 
sotwithlian  iing  this  appeaiance  of  la« 
tisfa£lion,  Sam  has  fome  obje£lion  to  all 
be  fees.  One  houfe  has  too  much  gild- 
ing; at  another,  the  chininty-pieces  are 
all  monuments;  at  a  third,  he  conjec- 
tures that  the  beautiful  canal  muft  cer- 
tainly he  dried  up  in  a  hot  fummer.  He 
dcfpiies  tlie  ftatucs  at  Wilron,  becaufe 
he  thinks  he  can  lee  much  better  carving 
at  Weftminfter  Abbey.  But  there  is 
one  general  objection  whicli  he  is  i'ure  to 
make  at almoft  every  houie,  panicularly 
at  thofe  which  are  mod  dittinguiflied. 
He  allows  that  all  the  apartments  are  ex« 
tremdy  fine,  but  adds,  with  a  fneer^ 
that  they  are  too  fine  to  be  inhabited* 

Mifapplied  genius  moll  commonly 
proves  ridiculous.  Had  Sam,  as  Na- 
ture intended,  contentedly  continued  ha 
the  calmer  and  lei's  confpicuous  purfuits 
of  fugur-baking,  he  might  have  been  a 
refpeciahle  and  uleful  chara£ler*  At  pie- 
fent  he  dilli pates  his  life  in  a  fpecioiis 
idlencf^iy  which  neither  improves  himfcif 
nor  his  friends.  Thole  talents  which 
might  have  benefited  Ibciety,  hecxpoles 
to  contempt  by  falfe  pretenfions..  He 
alft£ls  pleal'uiies  which  he  cannot  enjoy, 
and  is  acquainted  only  with  ihofe  tub- 
jc£ls  on  which  he  has  no  right  to  talk» 
and  which  it  is  no  merit  to  \iuder« 
dand. 
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IT  is  common  to  find  young  men  ar- 
dent and  diligent  in  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge;  but  the  progrefs  of  life  very 
often  produces  laxity  and  indifference, 
BD.i  not  only  thotc  who  are  at  liberty  to 
cAu/e  tbeir  bu/Iaefs  2nd  gmuCDtn^nti, 


but  thofe  likewife  whofe  profeflions  en- 
gage them  in  literar)' enquii  ies,  pafs  the 
latter  part  of  their  time  without  improve* 
ment,  and  fpcnd  the  day  rather  \u  a,\v»^ 
other  entertainment.  iV\aw  iX\ai<^V\0:i  ^c^ 
might  find  Ainon^  iVt'vt  W>\l%. 
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This  Abatement  of  the  vieour  of  cu- 
riofity  is  fometimes  imputed  to  the  in> 
Ibfficiency  of  Learning.  Meii  are  Aip- 
fiofed  to  remit  their  labours,  becaufe  they 
4nd  thetr  labours  to  have  been  vain; 
•nd  to  iearch  no  longer  after  truth  and 
«»il<Jomi  beeauie  they  at  laft  dcf{>air  of 
finding  them. 

Bat  this  FeaTon  is  for  the  mod  part 
very  faHelj  afltgncd.  Of  Learning,  as 
of  virtiiev  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  it  is  at 
once  honouivd  and  negleAed.  Whoever 
forfakes  it  wilKor  ever  \ock  after  it  wirfi 
loffgingv  lament  the  lofs  which  he  does 
sot  cndeavoiff  to  repair,  tnd  deiire  the 
good  which  he  wants  reifolution  to  feize 
aad  keep.  The  Idler  never  applauds 
his  own  idlenefs,  nor  does  any  man  re- 
pent of  the  diligence  of  hit  youth. 

So  many  hindrances  may  obftni6l  the 
Kauifition  of  knowled|[e,  that  there  is 
little  reafoa  for  wondering  that  it  is  in  a 
tew  hands.  To  tlie  greater  part  of  man- 
liind  the  duties  of  life  are  inconfiftent 
with  much  liudy,  and  the  hours  which 
they  would  ipend  upon  letters  muft  be 
Aolen  from  their  occupations  and  their 
families.  Many  fuiFei-  them  Pelves  to  be 
lured  by  more  fpritelv  and  luxurious 
pleafures  from  the  (hades  of  contempla- 
lien,  where  they  find  feldom  more  tnan 
a  calm  delight,  fuch  as,  though  p;reater 
than  all  others,  it*s  certainty  and  it*s  du- 
ration being  reckoned  with  if  s  power  of 
Ratification,  is  yet  eafiljr  quitted  for 
iomt  extemporary  joy,  which  the  |)refent 
moment  ofiers,  and  another  perhaps  will 
put  out  of  reach. 

U  ic  the  great  excellence  of  Learning, 
that  it  borrows  vtiy  littie  from  time  or 
place;  it  is  not  confined  to  feafon  or  to 
climaie,.  to  cities  or  to  the  country,  but 
may  be  cultivated  and  enjoyed  where  no 
ether  pleafure  can  be  obtained.  But 
this  quality,  which  conftitutes  much  of 
it*s  value,  is  one  occafion  of  neglect ; 
what  may  be  done  at  all  times  with  eouai 
•propeiety,  is  deferred  from  day  to  Jay, 
till  the  mind  is  gradually  reconciled  to 
the  omifTion,  and  the  attention  is  turned 
ta  other  ebjefti.    Thus  habitual  idle- 


nefs gains  too  much  power  to  be  con- 
quered, and  the  ibul  (hrinks  from  the 
idea  of  intellectual  labour  and  intenfe- 
nefs  of  meditation. 

That  thofe  who  profefs  to  advance 
Learning  fometimes  obftraQ  rt»  cannot 
be  denied  {  the  continual  multiplicatioa 
of  books  not  only  diftraAt  choice,  biH 
difanpointt  enquiry.  To  him  that  hai 
moderately  ftored  his  mind  with  imagcsi 
few  writers  afford  any  novcltyi  or  wM 
little  they  have  to  add  to  the  connnoi 
ftock  of  Learning  is  ib  buried  in  tht 
mafs  of  general  notions,  that,  like  fiha 
mihgled  with  the  ore  of  lead,  it  u  loi 
little  to  Day  for  the  labour  of  fcpuatiMi 
and  he  that  has  often  been  deceived  b) 
the  promife  of  a  title,  at  laft  growl 
weary  of  examining,  and  is  tempted  tc 
conlider  all  u  eqnuly  fallarimis. 

There  are  indeed  feme  repetitions  al* 
ways  lawful,  becaufe  they  never  deceive, 
He  that  writes  the  hiftory  of  pafl  timesi 
undettakes  osly  to  decorate  known  HBi 
by  new  beauties  of  method  or  of  ftyk 
or  at  moft  to  illuftrate  them  by  his  owi 
zefleC^ions.  The  author  of  a  fyileni 
whether  moral  or  phy(ical»  is  obliged  tt 
nothing  beyond  care  of  feleftion  and  n 
gularity  of  difpofition.  Bat  thcie  ap 
others  who  claim  the  name  of  author 
merely  to  difgrace  it,  and  fill  tht  worii 
with  volumes  only  to  bury  letters  u 
their  own  rubbifh.  The  travdler  wb 
tells,  in  a  pompous  folio,  that  he  (k% 
the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  and  the  Med! 
cean  Venus  at  Florences  the  natun 
hiftorian  who,  defcribing  the  pnxitlc 
tions  of  a  narrow  iiland,  recounts  a] 
that  it  has  in  common  with  every  ochc 
part  of  the  world;  the  coUeftor  of  inti 
quities,  that  accounts  everv  thing  a  cu 
riofity  which  the  ruins  of  HercuUncuo 
happen  to  emit,  though  an  inffaiMMfl 
already  (hewn  in  a  thoufand  repoiiiarisi 
or  a  cup  common  to  the  ancients,  th 
modems,  and  all  mankind»  may  be  jufti 
cenfured  as  the  perfecutors  of  ftudenti 
and  the  thieves  of  that  time  which  neve 
can  be  rcftorcd. 
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TO   THE   IDLEll. 
»B. I9LIM, 

IT  iff  I  fhinkt  univerfally  agreedi  that 
feMoa  any  good  is  gotten  by  com- 
plaimi  yet  we  And  that  few  forbear  to 
cooipliiii,  but  thoft  who  are  afraiil  of 
hMg  i«|iroachcd  as  the  authors  of  their 
owiniferies*  I  hope  therefore  for  the 
canon  permilAony  to  lay  my  cafe  be- 
kn  yon  and  your  readers,  by  which  I 
M  diiborthen  my  heart,  though  I  can- 
not  ittpe  to  receive  either  amftance  or 


I  an  atradeff  and  owe  my  fortune  to 
Iragiliiy  and  induftry.  I  began  with 
little;  but  by  the  eafy  and  obrious  me- 
thod of  ((lending  left  than  I  gain,  t  have 
ntrf  yctr  added  fomething  to  my  Itoclc, 
adeneft  to  have  a  icat  in  the  common- 
coBocil  at  die  next  eleftion. 

My  wife,  who  was  as  prudent  as  my- 
^1  died  fix  years  ago,  and  left  me  one 
^ind  one  daughter,  for  whofc  fake  I 
ft&lied  never  to  marry  again,  and  re- 
jeSed  the  overtures  of  Mrs.  Squeeze, 
tJK  liroker*s  widow,  wlio  had  ten  thou- 
^  ycNinds  at  her  own  difpofal. 

i  bnd  my  Ton  at  a  Ichool  near  lAing* 
^vA  wiien  he  had  learned  aiithine- 
pck,  and  wrote  a  fjood  hand,  I  took  him 
UMo  the  (hop,  deligning,  in  about  ten 
ycvif  to  retire  to  Stratford  or  Hacknev, 
>«dleife  him  eftabliflied  in  the  buh- 

for  four  veart  he  was  diligent  and  fe. 
^ eaierea  the  fliop  before  it  was  open- 
^  aad  when  it  was  fhut,  always  exa- 
l^nKd  the  pins  of  the  window.  In  any 
iBttnaiilion  of  bufinefs  it  was  bis  con- 
^priAicc  to  penife  the  Ledger.  I  had 
^ys  great  hopes  of  him,  when  I  ob- 
Cvvsd  how  forrowfully  he  would  fliake 
^i>  head  over  a  bad  debt,  and  how  ea- 
sily he  would  liften  to  me  when  I  told 
^iiB  that  he  might,  at  one  time  or  other, 
^mean  alderman. 

We  lived  together  with  mutual  con- 
^l^ce,  till  unluckily  a  viilt  was  paid 
^iiQ  by  two  of  his  fchooU fellows,  who 
^replaced,  I  fuppofe,  in  the  army,  be- 
<>ttieihey  were  nt  for  nothing  better: 
''»'yc4me  glittering  in  the  military  dref*, 
>C€ofted  their  old  acquaintance,  and  in* 
Viiid  kim  to  a  uvera,  wheiv,  as  I  have 


been  fince  informed,  they  ri'.licule.i  the 
mcanntls  of  commerce,  and  wondere.i 
how  a  youth  of  fpirit  coulid  fpend  the 
prime  oJF  life  behind  a  counter. 

I  did  not  fufpe6l  any  mifchief.  I 
knew  my  Ton  was  never  without  money 
in  his  pocket,  and  was  better  able  to  pay 
his  reckoning  than  his  companions,  and 
expe£M  to  fee  him  return  tnumphing 
in  his  own  advantages,  and  congratu- 
lating himfelf  that  he  was  not  one  of 
thofe  who  expofe  their  heads  to  a  rauf« 
quet  bullet  for  three  (hillings  a  Hay. 

He  returned  fullen  and  thonghtfuli 
I  fuppofed  him  foriy  for  the  hard  for* 
tune  of  his  friends,  and  tried  to  comfort 
bini  by  faying  that  the  war  would  ibuii 
be  3t  an  end,  and  that  if  they  had  any 
honed  occupation,  half-pay  would  be  a 
pretty  help.  He  looked  at  nie  with  in- 
dignation; and  fnatching  up  his  candle^ 
toTd  me,  as  he  went  up  the  ft&irs,  that 
he  tope  J  to  fee  a  bat  tie  jet. 

Why  he  (hould  hojte  to  fee  a  battle  I 
could  not  conceive,  but  let  him  go 
quietly  to  ileep  away  his  folly.  Wtxt 
day  he  made  two  miitakes  in  the  firil 
bill,  difobliged  a  cutton^«r  by  furly  an« 
fwers,  and  dated  all  his  entries  in  the 
Journal  in  a  wrong  month.  At  night 
he  met  his  military  companions  again, 
came  home  late,  and  quarrelltd  with  the 
maid. 

From  this  fatal  interview  he  has  gra- 
dually loft  all  his  laudable  paffions  and 
dellres.  He  foon  grew  ufelcls  in  the 
/hop,  where,  indeed,  I  did  not  willingly 
trult  him  any  longer;  for  he  often  mil- 
took  the  price  of  goods  to  his  own  lofs, 
and  once  gave  a  proniiflbry  note  inltea4 
of  a  receipt. 

I  did  not  know  to  what  degree  he  was 
corrupted,  till  an  honell  taylor  gave  me 
notice  that  he  had  bcA>oke  a  laced  fuit,, 
which  was  to  be  left  tor  him  at  a  houii 
kept  by  the  firterof  one  of  my  journey- 
men. I  went  to  this  clandeltine  lodg- 
ing, and  find,  to  my  an;azement,  all  the 
ornaments  of  a  fine  gentleman,  which 
he  has  taken  upon  credit,  or  purchaled 
with  money  fubduAcd  from  the  (hop. 

Ttiis  detection  has  made  him  de'pe- 
r.itc.  He  now  openly  declares  his  refoi 
lution-  to  be  a  gentleman ;  (ays  that  hi« 
foul  is  too  grux  (or  ^  c<)>9lii\viv%-W\V&\ 
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ridicules  the  con  ver  fat  ion  of  city  taverns; 
talks  of  r.'.w  plays,  and  Iwxes,  and  la- 
dies; ij;ivcs  dutcheiTes  for  hit  tnafts;  car- 
ries liU'er,  fur  rcudiners,  in  his  waift- 
coat* packet;  and  comes  home  at  night 
in  a  chair»  wirli  I'uch  thunders  at  the 
duofy  as  |ja\'e  mare  than  once  brought 
the  watchmen  from  their  ftand^. 
.  Little  ex^ienceff  will  not  h'urt.usi  and 
I  could  forgive  a  few  juvenile  frolickSf 
if  bt  would  be  carefiil  of  the  mainj  but 
Ilia  favourite  topick  is  contempt  of  mo- 
Iwy,  which»he  (ays,  is  of  no  ufe  but  to  be 
fpent.  Riches,  wi thou thonour^  he  holds 
empty  things;  and  once  told  me  to  my 
face,  that  wealthy  plodders  were  only 
Jmrveyon  for  men  of  fpint. 

He  is  always  impatient  in  the  company 
of  his  old  friends*  and  feldom  fpeaks  till 
he  is  warmed  with  wine;  he  then  enter- 
tains us  with  accounts  that  we  do  not 
defire  to  hear,  of  intrigues  among  lords 
and  ladiesy  and  parrels  betweea  officers 


of  the  guards;  (hews  a  mini 
fnuflf-box,  and  wonders  th 
can  look  upon  the  new  dan 
rapture. 

All  this  is  very  provokif 
all  this  might  be  homer  if  tb 
fupport  his  pretenGonSri  Bi 
he.  ma^  think,  he  is  vet  iarf 
compli(hments  which  he  hn 
ed  to  purchafe  at  Ca  dear  a  i 
watchefl  him  in  publick  i 
(heaks  in  like  a  man  that  I 
.where  he  Ihould  not  b^i'he 
catch  the  (lighteft  falutation 
claims  it  when  it  is  not  inm 
men  receive  dignity  from  dr 
booby  looks  always  more  nii 
'finery*  &earMr.  IdleTitd 
muft  at  lad  become  of  a  ' 
pride  will  not  (iiffer  to  be  a 
whom  long  habits  in  a' (hop 
a  gentleman*  1  ain»  Sir,  ft 
Tim.  ^ 
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HACHO»  a  king  of  Lapland,  was 
in  bis  youth  the  moll  renowned  of 
■II  the  northern  warriors.  His  martial 
•tchievements  remain  engraved  on  a  piU 
lar  of  flint  in  the  locks  of  Hanga,  and 
■re  to  this  day  (blemnly  carrDliol  to  the 
hnty  by  die  La|4anders,  at  the  fires  with 
which  they  celebrate  tbeir -nightly  fefti- 
vitics.  Such  was  his  intrepid  fpint,  that 
he  ventured  to  pafs  the  lake  Vetber  to 
the  Iflc  of  WiaardSy  where  he  deicended 
alone  into  the  dreary  vault  in  which  a 
magician  had  been  kept  bound  for  fix 
ages,  and  read  the  Gothick  charaAers 
inreribed  on  his  brazen  mace.  His  eye 
was  (b  piercing,  that,  as  antient  chsoiii* 
ctes  report,  be  could  blunt  the  weapons 
of  his  enemies  only  by  looking  at  them. 
At  tweWe  yeara  of  age,  he  carried  an 
iron  ^elTel  of  a  prodinous  weight,  for 
the  length  tf  five  forlangs,  in  the  pn- 
ftnee  of  all  the  chaeft  of  his  father's 
ca((le. 

Nor  was  he  lefs  celebrated  for  his  pnt* 
4cnce  and  wifdom.  Two  of  his  pro« 
verbs  are  yet  remembered  and  repeated 
among  the  Laplanders.  To  exprefs  the 
vi-riiance  of  the  Supreme  fieins^,  he  was 
wont  to  fay — •  0«bn*s  belt  is  lUways 
4  buckled.'  To  (hew  that  the  muft 
profpcroiis  Lonthtlon  of  life  \%  often  ha- 
.Mdrduuf,  hit  kil'uii  wrts— '  When  you 


*  Aide  OB  the  fmootheft  iee 

*  pits  beneath.*  Heconibli 
trymen,  when  they  were  ow 
to  leave  the  froxen  deiarti « 
and  reiblved  to  ieek  fbme 
mate,  by  telline  them,  thu 
nations,  notwitnftanding  d 
fertility,' pa(red  every  mght 
horrora  of  anxioua  ap|ra 
were  inexpreffibly  avcig^ned: 
ftonaed,  every  mornings  w 
of  the  fun  while  he  «rnt  rifii 

Hie  tnnperance  nnci  mvci 
ners  were  his  chief  praiic* 
vears  he  never  taftedwine] 
be  drink  out  of  a  paintttl  a 
ftantly  flept  inbiaaranar,vi 
in  his  hand;  nor  wouU  be  i 
ax  whofe  handle  was  inlaid 
He  did  not,  howcverf  perfr 
coatempt  of  luxury^  nor  d 
bis  dayt  with  bononr* 

One  evening,  after  huntin] 
or  wild -dog,  being  bewilder 
tary  foreli,  and  having  pa 
tigues  of  the  day  without  aii 
refreihmein,  he  difcovered  s 
of  honey  in  tiie  hollow  of  a 
ivas  a  dainty  which  he  bad 
before,  and  being  at  once  fai 
gt  y » he  ted  cj-eeinly  U|»on  it, 
uauIsxaV  av4d  ^\\^\o\^  te^«:i 
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b  ttttch  fitUfaAioDy  that,  at  hi$  return 
home,  be  commanded  boney  to  be  ferved 
V|)  at  his  table  every  day.  His  palate, 
bf  degreei, became  reiuied  and  vitiated} 
he  bej^D  to  lo(c  bis  native  relifli  for  fim- 
plefuc,  and  contra£Ud  a  habit  of  in- 
dulging himftflf  in  delicacies  j  he  or^red 
the  debghtfiil  gardens  of  his  caftle  to  be 
thrown  open,  in  which  the  moft  lufci^ 
ous  fruits  had  been  fufiered  to  ripen  and 
decay,  unobrer\'ed  and  untoucned,  for 
niany  revolving  autumns,  and  gratifie<l 
his  ippetite  with  luxurious  deflerts .  At 
length  he  found  it  expedient  to  introduce 
wloe,  as  an  agreeable  improvement,  or 
a  neorf&ry  ingredient,  to  his  new  way 
of  living;  and  having  once  tafted  it,  he 
wai  templed,  by  little  and  little,  to  ^ve 
a  loofe  to  the  exeefles  of  intoxication* 
Hit  general  fimplicity  of  life  was  chang- 
fd;  heperfumeithis  apartments  by  bum- 
ug  the  wood  of  the  moft  aromatick  fir, 
>nd  commanded  his  helmet  to  be  orna- 
mented with  beautiful  rows  of  the  teeth 
of  the  rein-defr.  Indolence  andeffemi- 
ttty  dole  upon  him  by  pleafine  and  im« 
pn^puble  gradations,  relaxed  tnc  fmews 
of  hit  refiHution,  and  extinguiflied  his 
<hiii  of  military  glory. 

While  Hacho  was  thus  immerfed  tn 
FleaTure  and  in  repofe,  it  was  reported 
fo  him,  one  morning,  that  the  prcced- 
*1.^  ni^t  a  di&ftrous  omen  had  been 
^vcrcd,  and  that  bats  and  hideous 


birds  had  drunk  tto  the  oil  which  nou- 
riflied  the  perpetual  lamp  in  the  temple 
of  Odin.  About  the  (ame  time,  a 
meilenger  arrived  to  tell  him,  that  the 
king  o?  Norway  had  invaded  his  king« 
dom  with  a  formidable  army.  Hachuy 
terrified  as  he  was  with  the  omen  of  the 
night,  and  enervated  with  indulgence^ 
rouzed  himfelf  from  his  voluptuous  le- 
thargy, and  recoUeAmg  fome  faint  and 
few  (parks  of  veteran  valour,  marched 
forwaid  to  meet  him.  Both  armies 
joined  battle  in  the  foreft  where  H^cho 
had  been  loft  after  huntings  and  it  Co 
happened,  that  the  king  of  Norway  chal- 
lenged him  to  fmgle  combat,  near  the 
place  wh^re  be  had  tafted  the  honey. 
The  Lapland  chief,  languid  and  lone 
difufed  to  arms,  \i'as  fbon  nverpowcrtcn 
he  fell  to  the  ground ;  and  before  his  in- 
fulting  adverfary  ftmck  his  head  from 
his  body,  uttered  this  exclamation, 
which  the  Laplanders  ftill  ufe  as  zn  early 
leflbn  to  their  children :  '  The  vicious 

*  man  (hould  date  his  deftru£lion  from 
'  the  firft  temptation.     How  ju^iy  do  I 

<  fall  a  facrificeto  lioth  and  luxury,  in 

*  the  place  where  I  firft  yielded  to  th<^ 

*  allurements  which  fcduced  me  to  de- 

*  viate  from  temperance  and  innocence ! 

<  The  honey  which  I  tafted  in  this  foi  cft« 
'  and  not  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Noi- 

*  way,  conquers  Hacho/ 
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IT  may,  I  thuik,  be  juftly  obferved, 
that  tew  books  difappoint  their  read- 
p  nioie  than  the  narrations  of  travel - 
^V    One  part  of  mankind  is  naturally 
^oui  to  learn  the  fentiments,  manners, 
^  condition  of  the  reft }  and  every  mind 
*^  has  leifure  or  power  to  extend  it's 
^*?^^*  muft  be  de(irous  of  knowing  in 
^"at  proportion  Providence  has  dillri- 
^^  the  blcflings  of  nature,  or  the  ad- 
J*«^tagei  of  art,  among  the  feveral  na- 
^?f;«  of  the  earth. 

^hi  s  general  defirr  eafily  procures  read- 

**•  to  every  book  from  which  it  can 

*P«6l  gratification.     The  adventurer 

^^u  unknown  coafts,  and  the  defcriber 

diftant  regions,  is  always  welcomed 

1*^  ^  man  who  has  laboured  for  the  ulea- 

^^^  of  others,  and  who  is  able  to  enlarge 

P^'^  knowledge  and  rcAify  our  opinions } 

^^  ^hentbe  volume  it  opened,  nothing 

^aJ  but  Ibcb  genail  accounts  as 


leave  no  diftinft  idea  behind  them,  or 
Xuch  minute  enumerations  as  few  can. 
read  with  either  profit  or  delight. 

Every  writer  of  travels  ftiovld  Con- 
fider,  that,  like  all  other  authors,  he  un« 
deitakcs  either  to  inftruft  or  pkalc,  or 
to  mingle  plealuie  with  infti-uftion.  lie 
that  inltrufts  m»;ft  offer  to  the  ininii 
fonicthing  to  he  imitated,  or  Ibmethin^ 
to  be  avoi.led;  he  that  pleales  mult 
offer  new  images  to  his  reader,  and 
enable  him  to  form  a  tacit  companion  of 
his  own  ftatc  with  that  of  others. 

Tlie  gi cater  part  of  trivcllcp;  tell 
nothing,  becaufe  their  method  of  tia- 
velling  iupplies  them  with  nothing  to  bo 
told.  He  that  eiiters  a  town  at  nitrht 
and  furveys  it  in  the  morning,  an  I  tJva 
h^ftcnsaway  to  another  place,  ardgucir.s 
at  tlie  manners  of  Uk  \\\\\gL\i\UtiU\%^  ^^^ft 
.  entertfdnmeni  wWicVv  V\^  \\^tk  ^^w^.«\ 
him,  mav  p\tafc  Vvvm^^X^  iox  ?lV«m.^'v^ 
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a  hafty  char.gcof  fcenet,  and  a  confufcd 
remembniAce  of  palaces  and  churches; 
he  may  gratify  liis  eye  with  vaiiety  of 
laiidfcapes;  and  irgalehiA  palate  with  a 
l\)cce(Iion  of  vintages;  hut  let  him  be 
c^tiicnted  to  pieafe  hiinielf  without  en- 
deiTour  to  di  (tin  h  others.  Why  (hould 
lif  record  excuiiions  by  which  nothing 
could  be  learned,  or  wiih  to  make  a  fhow 
of  knowledge  which, withou  t  (bme  power 
of  iotuitton  unknown  to  other  mortals, 
he  ne\'er  could  attain  ? 

Of  thof'e  wVo  croud  the  world  with 
their  itineraries,  ibmc  have  no  other  pur- 
pole  than  to  ciefcribe  the  face  of  the 
country ;  thoie  who  fit  idle  at  home,  and 
are  cuiious  to  know  what  is  done  or  fuf- 
fered  in  diftant  countries,  may  be  in- 
fanned  by  one  of  tliele  wanderers^  that 
on  a  certain  day  he  let  out  early  witli  tlie 
caravan »  and  fin  the  firit  hour*s  march 
faw,  towards  the  Ibuth,  a  hill  covered 
with  trees,  then  palled  over  a  Aream, 
which  i-an  northwaitiwith  a  fwift  courfe, 
but  which  is  probably  dry  in  the  fumnner 
months;  that  an  hour  after  he  fuw  fome- 
thing  to  the  right  which  looked  at  a 
difbiicc  like  a  caiile  with  towers,  but 
which  lie  diCcovered  aficnyards  to  be  a 
craggy  rock ;  that  he  then  entered  a  val- 
ley, in  which  be  faw  fevrral  trees  tall 
and  Aooriibing,  watered  by  a  rivulet  not 
marked  in  the  maps,  of  which  he  was 
not  able  to  learn  the  name;  that  the  road 
afterward  grew  ftony,  and  the  country 
Qneveu,  where  he  obfcrved  among  the 
hills  many  1k>11ows  worn  by  torrents, 
and  was  told  that  the  road  was  pnflTaMe 
only  part  of  iW  year;  that  g«>inff  on  ihc/ 
found  the  remains  of  a  building,  on^e 
perhaps  a  fortrcfs  to  fecure  the  pafs,  or 
to  i\:ltnun  the  robbei-s,  of  which  the  jmc- 
fent  iul»bitan»s  can  give  no  other  ac- 
count than  that  it  is  haunted  bv  faiiies; 
<hat  they  wrent  to  dine  at  the  toot  of  a 
jock,  and  travelled  the  roll  of  the  d;'y 
nlong  the  banks  cf  a  river,  from  which 
the  road  turned  afide  towards  evening, 
and  brought  them  within  ri<^ht  of  a  vil- 


lage, which  wts  once  a  eeafid 
town,  but  which  afl^irded  tb«m  1 
good  f  i£iuals  nor  ccmmodious  la 

Thus  he  condu&s  bis  reader  t( 
wet  and  dry,  over  rough  and  fi 
without  incidents,  without  refl 
and,'if  he  obtains  his  company  i 
other  cLiy,  will  difmifs  him  as 
night,  equally  fatigued  with  a  hi 
cemon  ot  rocks  and  fbeams,  moi 
and  ruins. 

This  is  the  common  ftyle  of  the 
of  enterprize,  who  vifit  favage 
tiics,  and  range  through  Mitui 
deiblation ;  who  pais  a  defait,  a 
that  it  is  iandy ;  wlio  croTs  a  valh 
find  that  it  is  g^een.  There  uy 
of  more  deficate  fenfibility,  tha 
only  the  reialms  of  elegance  and  (c 
that  wander  through  Malian  palac 
atnufe  the  gentle  reader  vi^th  cat? 
ok'  pictures ;  that  hear  mafles  ii 
nificcnt  churches,  and  recount  th< 
her  of  the  pillars  <»  variegations 
pavement.  And  there  are  yet  < 
who,  in  diidain  of  trifles,  copy  i 
tions  elegant  and  rude,  ancient  aj 
dem;  and  tranfcribe  into  their  hi 
walls  of  every  edifice,  facred  o 
He  that  vends  thefe  books  muft  e 
his  labour  as  it's  own  reward  5 
will  find  nothing  on  which  attenti 
fix,  or  which  mtmoiy  can  retain 

He  that  would  travel  for  the 
tainincnt  of  others,  (hould  ren 
that  the  grcat-objtcl  of  remark  is 
life.  Kvcry  nation  has  lemetbii 
tictilar  in  il\>  nianufadures,  it*s 
of  genius,  it*s  medicines,  it^s  a 
tule,  if  s  cufloms,  and  it^s  pulic 
only  is  a  ufeful  traveller,  who 
home  foniclhing  by  which,  his  c 
iD'jy  be  benefited ;  who  procun 
fijpjily  of  want  or  fome  mitigation 
which  may  enable  his  re«iders  t 
pare  their  condition  with  that  of 
fl)  impiove  it  whenever  it  is  worl 
whenever  it  is  belter  to  enjoy  it. 
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IAin  the  <laughter  of  a  gentleman, 
v.'ho  d'.iring  hi<i  life- time  enjoyed  a 
/'msJJ  inciiiue  which  uroCv  From  a  pcnfiou 
/iu/j3  the CQiui,  by  wlikh  i\&  was enabivd 


to  live  in  a  genteel  and  comfortabl 
ntr. 

By  the  fituation  in  life  in  w! 
was  placed,  he  was  frequently 
duced  into  the  company  of^hofe  o 
grtalct  iotlutvt^  tVon  >ka  cw^^ 


THE    IDLER. 


U7 


«)im1ie  w4l  alwayi  received  with  com- 
pAiifuct,  ftnd  treated  with  civility. 
At  fix  yean  of  Ag^  I  was  fent  to  a 

iKMniiiig-rchool  in  the  country,  at  which 
2  continued  till  my  father's  death.  Tins 
melaocboly  event  happened  at  a  time 
wfaeu  I  was  by  no  means  of  fufHcient 
agff  to  muitge  for  myfelf,  while  the 
paniohi  of  youth  continued  unfubdticd, 
and  before  experience  could  guide  my 
fentiroents  or  my  actions. 

I  was  then  taken  from  fchool  by  an 
vncle^  to  the  care  of  whom  my  father 
had  oomraitted  me  on  his  dying  bed. 
Whhhim  I  lived  feveral  yeai's>  and  as 
he  was  unmarried  p  the  management  of 
iiii&aiily  was  committed  tome.  In 
tbii  charafter  I  always  endeavoured  to 
.acquit  rnyfelf,  if  not  with  applaufc,  at 
Inft  without  ccnfiirc. 
.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  a  young 
^tleman  of  fome  fortune  paid  \m  ad- 
dreffirs  to  me,  and  offered  me  term*  of 
nniage.  This  piopofal  I  flioi.Ki 
wdily  have  accepted,  becnufe  fioni  vi- 
cinity of  reHdencc,  and  from  miny  op- 
|»rtunities  of  ohfcrving  his  behaviour, 
I  had  io  fome  fort  contrafled  an  aifcc- 
nonfor  himt  My  uncle,  for  what  lea- 
^  I  do  not  know,  refufcd  his  confent 
to  this  alliance,  though  it  would  have 
been  complied  with  by  the  father  of  the 
young  gentleman ;  and  as  the  future 
condition  of  my  life  was  wholly  deptn- 
denionhim,  I  was  not  willing  to  dif- 
eblij^e  him,  and  therefore,  though  un- 
willingly, declined  the  offer. 

My  undci  who  pofTelfcd  a  plentiful 


fortune,  frequently  hinted  to  me  in  con- 
verfaifon,  that  at  liii  death  I  ihould  be 
pix>vided  for  in  fuch  a  manner  that  I 
fliould  be  able  to  make  my  future  life 
comfortable  antl  happy.  As  this  pro- 
niife  was  often  repeated,  I  was  the  Ids 
anxious  about  any  provifi-m  for  myiclf. 
In  a  Ihort  time  my  uncle  was  taken  ill, 
and  though  all  pollible  mean^  were  made 
ufl'  of  for  his  recovery,  in  a  few  days  h^ 
died. 

The  forrow  aridng  from  the  lofs  of  a 
relation,  by  whom  I  had  been  always 
treated  with  the  giratf  (I  kindneis,  ho\^- 
cvcr  grievous^  was  not  tlie  worit  of  my 
misfortunes.  As  he  enjoyed  an  almott 
uninterruptetl  ((ate  of  health,  he  was  the 
Iti's  mindful  of  his  diffulution,  and  died 
inteftate;  by  which  means  his  whole  for- 
tune devolved  to  a  nearer  relation,  tli^ 
heir  at  law. 

Tims  excluded  from  all  hopes  of  h*"- 
ing  id  tlic  manner  with  which  1  have  lo 
long  ii:ittered  myl'.'lf,  I  am  doubtful 
what  nurhod  I  Ihall  tahc  to  procure  a 
decent  maintenance.  I  have  been  eiiu- 
catc:i  in  .1  manner  tliat  ha»  f?t  mc  abuve 
a  Itate  of  (isrvitude,  aud  my  fituation 
rendeis  me  unfit  for  the  company  of 
thofe  with  whom  I  have  hitheno  con- 
vened. But,  though  diinppointrd  in 
my  ex|ieflationR,  I  do  not  delpair.  I  will 
hope  tliat  aflilUnce  m:iy  ftill  be  olnained 
for  innocent  diftrefs,  and  that  fiiend- 
ftiip,  though  rare,  is  yet  not  impoHible 
to  be  found.  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble 
fervant, 

SoPMiA  Heedfull. 


N^  XCIX.     SATURDAY,    MARCH  8. 


AS  Onogrul  of  Bafra  vras  one  day 
wanderi ng  along  the  ftreets  of  Bag- 
d3t,iDiifing  on  the  varieties  of  mcrchan- 
ditt  which  the  fhops  ofieitd  to  his  view, 
and  obferving  the  ditftrent  occupations 
which  buficd  the  multitudes  on  evtry 
fide,  he  was  awakened  from  the  tran- 
quillity of  meditation  by  a  crowd  tliat 
obttnifled  his  (>a(rage.     He  raifed  his 
eyes, and  faw  the  chief  vifier,  who,  hav- 
ing retjurned  from  the  divan,  was  en- 
tenng  his  palace. 
Ortogrul  mingled  with  tlie  attendants, 
.  and  being  fuppoled  to  have  fome  petition 
lor  the  vilier,  was  }icrmi:ted    to  enter. 
He(urveytdtiicipAcioiti'nctA  of  theapart- 
admired  the  walU  hMiig  wit^ 


golden  tapelhy,  and  the  floors  covered 

with  fdken  carpets,  and  defpijedthefim- 

pie  ncatn^rs  of  his  own  little  habitation. 

«  Surely,'  laid  he  to  hlmfelf,   «  this 

*  palace  is  the  le.it  of  happmeis,  wh^re 

*  plcafviie  fuccceds  to  plealure,  and  dif- 

*  consent  and  forrow  can  have  no  ad» 

*  miflion.  Whatever  nature  has  pro vid- 

*  cd  for  the  delight  of  lenfe,  is  here  fpread 

*  forth  to  be  enjoyed.     ^Vhat  can  mor- 

*  tals  hope  or  imagine,  which  the  matter 
'  of  this  palace  has  not  ohtain&l  *  1  lit 
'  di/lics  of  luxury  cover  hi^  table;  xXi: 

*  voice  of  haimony  lulls  him   in  bi« 

*  bowers  i  he  brcaU\c%  \\\«  C\%^rA\vc^  ^ 

«  thi*  grovcft  of  Jav*,  vn^  ^t«\^  \^7Wl>^^t 
'  (iow^of  thu  c\g.neu  gl  Qi^xi%^%.   ^« 
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«  rpcakst  «nd  his  mandate  is  obeyed; 
'  he  wifhcs,  aimi  his  wifti  is  gnitiHc<l!  all 

*  whom  he  fees  obey  him,  and  all  whom 

*  he  hears  fiatur  him.     How  different, 
'  Ortogrul,  is  diy  condition,  who  art 

*  doomed  to  the  pcrj^lual  torments  of 

*  unfalisfied  defire,  and  who   haft  no 
«  amufemcnt  in  thy  dowct  that  can  with- 

*  hold  thee  fi-om  thy  own  reflexions ! 
^  <  TI)ey  tell  thee  that  thou  ai  t  wife;  but 

<  what  does  wifdom  avail  with  poverty  ? 

*  None  will  flatter  the  poor,  and  the  wiic 

*  have  very  little  power  of  flattering  them  - 

*  lelvcs.    That  man  is  furely  the  molt 

*  wretched  of  the  fons  of  wretched ncjs, 

*  who  lives  with  hitown  faults  and  follies 
'  always  before  him,  and  who  has  none 

*  to  reconcile  him  to  himfelf  by  praifo 

*  and  veneration.    I  have  long  fought 

*  content,  and    have  not  found  itj   I 

*  will  from  this  moment  endeavour  to 

*  be  rich/ 

Full  of  his  new  resolution,  he  fliut 
htmrtlf  in  his  chamber  for  fix  months, 
to  deliberate  how  he  fliould  grow  rich; 
he  fomctimes  purpofcd  to  otter  himfelf 
as  a  counfellor  to  one  of  the  kings  of 
India,  and  fomettmes  relblvcdto  dig  for 
diamonds  in  the  mines  of  Golconda. 
One  day,  after  feme  hours  paflcd  in  vio- 
lent fluL'inatbn  of  opinion,  fleeu  infcn- 
fibly  f&ized  him  in  his  chair;  he  drcimcd 
that  he  was  ranging  a  dcfatt  country  in 
fearch  of  fomc  one  that  might  (each  him 
to  grow  rich;  and  at  he  flood  on  the  top 
of  a  Iiill  fhadfd  with  cyprvA,  in  doubt 
whither  to  direft  his  fteps,  his  failier  ap- 
peared on  a  (udden  flanding  before  htm. 

•  Ortognil,'  faf*l  the  old  man,  *  I  know 

•  thy  \H:rpiexityi  liilen  to  thy  fu'.her; 
«  turn  thine  eye  on  the  oppofitc  moun- 
^  tain.*  Ortogrul  looked,  and  faw  a 
toircnt  tumbling  down  the  rocks,  roar- 
ing with  the  noile  of  thunder,  arid  fcat- 
tenng  it*s  foam  on  the  impending  woods. 
<  fhw/  i^d  his  fatlici,  <  behojd  the 


*  valley  that  lies  bctwern  the  hills, 
togiul  looked,  and  tfpied  a  litth 
out  of  which   iffued   a   fmall  r 

*  Ttll  me  now,*  faid  his  father, 

*  thou  wi(h  for  fudden  affluence 

*  may  pour  upon  thee  like  the  mo 
<  torient,  or  for  a  flow  and  gradi 

*  creafe,  rsfembling  the  rill  ^idin 

*  the  well  ?' — «  Let  me  be  quickl) 
laid  Ortogrul;  *  let  the  golden 
«  be  quick  ami  violent.'— *  Look 

*  thee,*  faid  his  lather,  *  once  s 
Ortogrul  looked,  and  perceived  th< 
net  of  the  torrent  dnr  and  dufl 
following  the  rivulet  from  the  « 
traced  it  to  a  wide  lake,  which  tl 
ply,  flow  and  conftant,  kept  alwv] 
He  wakc<i,  and  determined  to  gra 
by  fllent  proflt,  and  perfevcrii 
duftry. 

Having  fold  his  palriiiiony, 
gaged  in  merchandize,  and  in 
ycnrs  purchaicd  hnds  on  which  h 
a  houfe,  equal  in  fumptuoulnofs 
of  the  vifier,  to  which  he  invited 
miniflcrs  of  pleafure,  expelling  t 
all  the  felicity  which  he  had  iir 
riches  able  to  afford.  Leifurefoa 
him  wearvof  himfelf,  and  hcio 
be  pcrfuaoed  that  he  was  great  ai 
py.  He  was  courteous  and  lilie 
gave  all  that  approached  him  h 
plcafing  him,  and  all  who  Ihouli 
him  hopes  of  bein^  rewarded. 
art  of  praifc  was  trjed,  and  ever^ 
of  adulatory  fiftion  was  exhauftc 
to;*;rul  heard  his  flatterers  with( 
light,  bccauie  lie  found  himfelf 
to  believe  them.  His  own  heart  t 
it*s  frailcies,  his  own  undcrflam 
proachtd  him  with  his  faults. 

•  long,'  faid  he,  with  a  deep  (igh, 

*  I  been  labouring  in  vain  tc 
'  wealth  which  at  lafl  h  ufelef 

<  no  man  Jiereafter  wifli  to  be  rii 

<  is  already  too  wife  to  be  flattei 


N^  C.     SATURDAY,  MARCH   15. 
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THE    uncertainty   and   di:fc61s    of 
Language  h:ivc  produced  very  fre- 
quent cumplaintR  among  tlie  learned; 
yer tiieiie Ih}} remdin  msny  words  smong 
vs  undtfintil,  which  are  very  necofT^i  y 
U^btiigbUyuadciliood,  aiid  whkh  pro- 


duce very  mifchievous  miftake 
they  aie  enoneoufly  interpreted. 
I  lived  in  a  flate  of  celibacy 
the  ufual  time.  In  the  hurry 
pleafure,  and  afterwards  of  bui 
felt  no  want  of  a  domeflick  con- 
but  bccom\i\^  vewj  o?  feVw^x 


'r^    "^^  J        H 
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;  to  follow  the  cuftom  of 
eek  fome  folace  of  my  cares 
idemeis,  ami  fome  amufe- 
leifure  in  female  cheaiful- 

e  whidi  has  been  long  de« 
inionly  ma<Ie  at  laft  with 
».  My  rcfolution  was,  to 
lions  neutral,  and  to  marry 
pliance  with  my  reafon.  I 
p?Ere  of  my  pocket-book  a 
II  female  virtues  and  vices, 
rs" which  border  upon  every 
the  virtues  which  are  allied 
:c.  I  cor.fidered  that  wit 
Ic,  and  magnanimity  impc- 

avr^rire  was  oeconomical, 
ics  obfequious;  and  having 
c  g<>o<l  and  evil  of  tvci-y 
Icytd  my  own  (lil'gence  and 
friends  to  find  the  lady  in 
-e  and  reafon  had  reached 
ntdjocrity  which  is  equally 
exuberance  ard  d«-ficiencc. 
man  hid  her  admiiers  and 
fi,  and  the  cxpeflations 
lifcd  were  by  another  quick - 
:  yet  there  was  one  in  whofc 
>ft  a!l  luffrages  concurred. 

was  univcrlally  allowed  to 
3rt  of  woman.  Her  foi  tunc 
r,  but  lb  prudently  maragetl, 
e  finer  cloaihs  and  faw  more 
an  many  who  were  known 
IS  rich.  Mil?  Gentle's  vifits 
ivhere  welcome,  nnd  what- 
fhc  favoured  with  her  com- 
Iway*  left  behind  lier  fuch  a 
idncfs  as  recommended  her  to 
y  ilay  extendetl  her  acquain- 
sU  who  knew  her  declared 
vcr  met  with  a  better  fort  of 

I  Gentle  I  made  my  ad- 
i  was  rccfivcd  with  great 
temper.  She  did  not  in  the 
urtlliip  aflume  the  privilege 
rigoious  commands,  or  re- 
it  oticnces.  If  I  forgot  any 
n^ions,  I  was  gently  re- 
I   miifed  the  minute  of  ap- 

I  was  eafdy  forgiven.  I 
fling  in  marriage  bur  a  haU 
and  longrd  for  the  happi- 
was  to  be  found  in  the  infe- 
ety  of  a  good  fort  of  woman . 
!ure  was  foon  Icttled  by  the 

of  frirtid^,  and  the  day 
tieh  A//Vi  Oentk  was  ma<fe 
r.      The  ii'A  month  was 


paflTed  eafily  enmi^  in  receiving  and  re- 
paying the  civilities  of  our  frien«U.  The 
bride  praf^ifed  with  gfeat  exa8nef^  all 
the  niceties  of  ceremony,  and  diftribtit- 
cd  her  notice  in  the  molt  pun^tilioui 
proportions  to  thefriends  whofurround- 
ed  us  with  their  happy  auguries. 

But  the  time  foon  came  when  we  were 
left  to  ourfelves,  and  were  to  lecerre 
our  pleafures  from  each  other,  and  I 
then  began  to  perceive  that  I  was  ndt 
formetl  to  be  much  delighted  by  a  good 
fort  of  woman.  Her  great  principle  is, 
that  the  orders  of  a  family  muft  not  Iv 
broken.  Every  hour  of  the  day  has  it*s 
employment  inviolably  flppropriatei|, 
nor  will  any  importunity  perfuade  her 
to  walk  in  the  garden  at  tiie  time  which 
(lie  has  devoted  to  her  needlewoi  k,  or  tD 
lit  up  ftairs  in  that  part  of  the  forenoon 
which  (he  hasaccuftomed  herfelf  tofpend 
in  the  back  parlour.  She  allows  her* 
felf  to  fit  half  an  hour  after  breakfatl, 
and  an  hour  after  dinner^  while  I  am 
talking  or  reading  to  her,  flic  keeps  h^* 
tye  upon  her  watch,  anri  when  the  mi- 
ttute  of  departure  comes,  will  Jeave  aa 
argument  unfinifhed,  or  the  intrigue  of 
a  play  uniavclled.  She  once  called  mc 
to  luppcr  when  I  was  watching  an 
ecliple,  and  fummoned  me  at  another 
time  to  bed  when  I  was  going  to  give 
diref^ions  at  a  tire.    ' 

Her  converlarion  tii  lb  habitually  cau- 
tious,  that  fhc  never  talks  to  me  b;it  m 
general  terms,  as  to  one  whom  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  truft.  For  dilcrimination*  of 
chara6ler  fhe  has  no  names:  all  whoifa 
ihe  mentions  arc  honcll  men  ar.d  agi en- 
able women.  She  fmiles  not  by  lenJ'a- 
tion,  but  by  practice.  H.  r  laughicr  is 
never  excited  but  by  a  joke,  and  her 
notion  of  a  joke  is  not  very  delicate^ 
The  repetition  of  a  good  joke  dots  not 
weaken  it's  ttfe6V;  if  Hie  has  laughed 
once,  (he  will  laughiagain. 

She  is  an  enemy  to  nothing  but  ill- 
nature  and  pride,  but  (he  has  frequent 
rcafr.i  to  lament  that  the)'  arc  lb  fre- 
quent in  the  world.  All  who  are  not 
equally  plcafedwith  the  good  and  bad, 
with  the  elegant  and  grots,  with  the 
wity  and  the  dull,  nil  who  diltinguifti 
excellence  from  dcftfl,  flie  confiders  as 
ill-natured}  and  flie  condemns  as  proud 
all  who  reprefs  impertinence  or  qudi 
prefumption,  or  expect  rrijiedt  from  aci^ 
other  emtncnce  than  xW  o^  ^cnx^irvt^ 
to  which  (he  n  i!L7iv}%  Vv\V\t\^  \o  ^'<] 
homage. 

TVtfXt 
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Tbe»  are  none  whom  ihe  #peiil3r 
Iiatnti  for  if  once  (he  fufFerc,  or  believes 
heMi  CO  fuifcr,  any  contempt  or  infiiUy 
Aie  never  dirmilfes  it  from  her  mind, 
but  takes  all  .opportunities  to  tell  how 
tafily  (lie  ean  forgive.  There  are  none 
whom  ihe  loves  much  better  than  others} 
for  when  any  of  her  acquaintance  de- 
cline in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  (he  al- 
ways finds  it  inconvenient  to  vifitthcm; 
her  adedion  continued  unaltered,  but 
•t  is  impofTible  to  be  intimate  with  the 
whole  town. 

She  daily  exercifes  her  benevolence 
Ity  pitying  every  misfortune  that  hap- 
liens  to  every  family  within  her  circle  of 
notice}  (he  is  in  hourly  terrors  left  one 
Aiould  catch  cold  in  the  rain,  and  an- 
other be  friehted  by  the  high  wind. 
Her  charity  (he  diews  by  lamenting  that 


(b  roai.y  poor  wretches  (kould 
in  the  ItrectSt  and  by  wondtn 
the  great  can  think  on  that  tb 
little  good  with  focb  large  cftai 

Her  houfe  is  elegant  and  I 
dainty,  though  (he  has  Itule  ta( 
gance,  and  is  wholly  free  froi 
luxury}  but  (he  comforts  hei 
nobody  can  fay  that  her  houfe 
or  that  herdi(hesare  not  well  d 

This,  Mr.  Idler,  I  have  f 
long  experience  to  be  the  chara 
good  (brt  of  woman,  which  I 
yon  for  the  information  of 
whom  ag09d  firt  of 'woman  ai 
oiwmoK  may  happen  to  be  ufed 
valent  terms,  and  who  may  firf 
miftake  like  your  humbie  ferva 
TimW 


N^  CL    SATURDAY,    MARCH  24. 


OMAR,  the  fon  of  Hui&n,  had 
pa(red  feventy-  five  years  in  honour 
and  profperity.  The  favour  of  three 
fvcceflive  Califs  had  filled  his  houfe 
with  gold  and  filver,  and  whenever  he 
appeared,  the  benedi£lions  of  the  people 
proclaimed  his  paffage.  ^ 

Terreftiial  happinefsis  of  (hort  con- 
tinuance. The  orightnefs  of  the  flame 
is  wailing  it's  fuel }  the  fragrant  flower 
is  pafling  away  in  it's  own  odours.  The 
vigour  ot  Omar  began  to  fail,  the  curls 
of  beauty  fell  from  his  head,  flrength 
departed  from  his  hands,  and  agility 
from  his  feet,  He  gave  bade  to  the 
Catif  tlic  keys  of  truft  and  the  feals  of 
itcrecy,  and  fought  no  other  pleai'ure 
for  the  remains  of  life  thin  theconverfe 
of  the  wife,  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
good. 

The  powers  of  bit  mind  were  yet  un- 
impaired. His  chamber  was  fi lied  by 
viGtants,  eager  to  catch  the  dictates  of 
experience,  and  officious  to  pay  the  tri- 
bute of  admiration.  Caled,  the  fon  of 
the  viceroy  of  Cgypt>  entered  every  day 
caiWy  and  retired  late.  He  was  beau- 
tiful and  eloquent;  Omar  admired  his 
wit,  and  loved  hit  docility.  *  Tell  me,* 
laid  Caled,  *  thou  to  whofe  voice  na- 
•  tions  have  liflened^  and  whofe  wifdom 
<  is  known  to  the  .extremities  of  Afia, . 
'  tell  me  how  I  may  rcicmble  Onuir  the 
^  Brudent.  Tlie  aita  by  which  you 
'  batfegsusmi  jHiwer  and  prticrved  'Hi 


'  are  to  you  no  longer  nccefiar 
'  ful;  impart  to  me  the  feca^ 
'  conduct,  and  teach  me  the  p! 
'  which  your  wifdom    has  bii 

*  fortune.* 

*  Young  matt;'  faid  Omari 
'  little  ul<:  to  form  plans  of  life 

*  I  took  my  firft  furVey  of  the  i 

*  my  twentieth  year,  having  C4 
'  the  various  conditions  of  mai 
<  the  hour  of  folitude  I  faid  thu 
'  I'elf,  leanmg  againft  a  ceda 
'  fpread  it*s  branches  over  m} 
"  Seventy  years  are  allowed  to 
**  have  yet  fifty  remaining:  tei 
'*  will  allot  to  the  attainment  c 
''  ledge,  and  ten  I  will  pafs  ii 
**  countries}  I  fliall  be  learn 
"  therefore  ftiall  be  honourec 
**  city  will  fliout  at  my  arrival,  a 
**  rtudent  will  folicit  my  fri 
*'  Twenty  years  thus  paffcd  ^ 
"  my  mind  with  images,  whic 
*'  be  bufy  through  the  refk  of  i 
"  combining  and  comparing. 
**  revel  in  inexhauftible  accun 
'*  of  intelleflual  riches;  I  (h 
**  new  pleafures  for  every  mom 
**  (hall  never  more  be  weary  o\ 

\**  I  will,  however,  not  deviaii 
**  from  the  beaten  track  of  life, 
**  try  what  can  be  found  in  fei 
"  licacy.  I  will  marry  a  wife 
**  fu\  a%  \Vie  Hovki've^t  iiivd  wiG 
^  b^dc,  Vtt^U  Wt  \  v«\>2k  \a 
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•'  yfirs  wnBTntberuburbsorBagditfin 
**  tvtrf  pieafanc  that  wealth  lao  pur* 
"  ehilb,  mad  f;incy  can  i&v«nr>  I  wjU 
■*  thai  retin  to  a  mral  ^l^dling,  paU 
"  my  Uft  dtya  in  obfcurity  and  con- 
«  templitiozi,  and  lie  r^lcnily  down  on 
■<  ilie  hcd  of  ckatb.  Through  my  lif« 
"  i^  0*^11  be  my  ftiilod  rcfblution^  thmt " 
•*  1  will  never  depend  upon  the  Imiic  of 
•*  pnnmi  that  I  will  ncv^r  Aand  cx- 
"  pofed  to  theartificetDfcaurtij  Iwill 
**  ccvcr  pant  fof-  publick  honours,  nor 
«  diihirb  my  quiet  *i(h  affairs  of  Itate- 
'  Sflch  W3f  my  fcheme  oi  Itfei  whkh 

*  I  rniprtfTed  iiiddibly  upon  my  vk- 

*  Enory^ 

'  TTw  firft  part  of  my  cnruiitf:  time 

*  w»  to  be  fpmt  in  fcarch  of  know. 
'  ledge^and  1  know  not  hovr  I  wis  di- 

*  verted  frum  my  dcfign.  I  had  no  vt- 
'  fibic  impediment*  without,  nor  any 
'  ungovernable  pafiiont  within*  I  rt- 
'  ^-ded  knowledge  as  the  higheft  ho- 
'  naur  and  the  moft  cngiging  plrafure; 

*  vtt  day  ftole  upon  day,  ao^l  month 
'  glided  after  months  till  I  found  that 

*  fcren  year*  of  the  firft  ten  had  i-anifti- 
'  tdi  and  kft  tjothing:  behind  them*     I 

■  trow  poftponed    my   puipofc  of  trj* 

*  Trflingi  for  why  (hould  I  go  abroad 

*  while  fa  much  rcm:iined  to  be  teamed 
'  at  hotner  I  immured  niyfelf  for  four 
'  yein,  and  ItudicJ  the  laws  of  the  era- 
'  pirc-    The  fame  of  my  itill  reached 

■  ibc  judeet;  I  wa«  found  ah te  to  fpealc 
'  npm  doubtful    quelHon*,  and   waa 

*  Mdmiiuided  to  tbnd  Lit  thr  foorftool  of 

*  tbe  Calif-  I  was  heard  with  Rttcniion, 
<  I  wu  confuUed  with  confidcncr,  and 
^ibcioTeof  pnifcfaltcutdon  myhearC 


'  1   flill  wiflird  ro  fc«^  djftant  coon* 
'  iiie«,  liftcnfd  wit*i  rapture  tt»  iic  rela- 

*  tion*  of  tiavtlli-is,  and  FL^fokeJ  fome 
'  time  to  nOt  my  difmilHgn,  ihM  I  might 

■  fcalt  my  joiif  with  novelty;  but  my 

*  piefciKC   wo,%  iilway*  ncccfiary,   anrl 

*  the    ftj-eam  of  huHnefft   hurried   ine 

*  aJong-     Somctimfs  I  was  afraid  kikl 

*  /houTd  be  charged  with  tngratftude; 
'  but  I  Itill  propoled  to  ti^avd,  and 
^  therefore  would  not  Conine  myiclf  by 

*  marriagr, 

*  In  my  fiftieth  year  I  btgan  to  fii- 
'  fpcfl  that  the  time  of  tuvelling  wat 

*  part,  and  thought  it  befr  to  lay  hold 
'  on  the  felicity  yet  in  my  power,  anj 

*  indulge  myrelf  in  domelHckpleafurts- 

*  fiui  at  fif^y  no  man  iiafdy  finds  a  w«- 
'  man   lieautifuJ  a?    the  Hourie*,  and 

*  wife  as  Z^bcide,.     I  entjuired  and  re- 

*  jefted,  confulted  and  dtlihtraied,  ti^l 
'  the  fixty-JcconJ  yenrinade  mc  afhamed 
'  of  gazing  iiju^n  [;ti1s,     J  had  now  no* 

*  thing  left  but  Tturcmtnt,  and  for  re- 
'  lirement  f  ncvtTfouiiJa  time,  it] I  iMf- 
'  eafe  forced  nic  frum  publick  employ  ■ 
'  tncnt, 

*  Such  wa*  my  fcheme,  and  fuch  hfli 

*  b«n  it's  cohfcqutrrct*     With  an  \\\* 

*  fatiable  thiril  for  knuwlerige,  I  trifled 

■  a,yay  ihc  yean  of  improvciiicnt;  wirb 
'  a  rellltr*  dclire  <i  lining  diffcjnit 
'  counii  Tc*,  I  Invj  alv.  ay^  ixfidLtl  in  tlie 

*  fame  city;  with  the  hit^htlt  CKpfflii^ 

*  tion  of  c&nnijbinl  felicity,  I  have  lived 

*  unmiEricdi  :uid  with  unalTcrable  re- 
'  iblutiona  ot  coiiicmplative  rtUJ-enici.r, 
'  I  am  going  to  die  within  the  vtilU  of 


N'CU-    SATURDAY,   MARCH    29. 


IT  vtry  fddom  happens  to  man  that 
hi«  bufineft  is  hit  pleafure*  What 
M  done  from  necefTiLy*  ii  ib  often  to  be 
dene  when  ag^intt  »hc  prelent  inclina- 
iJOd,  and  fo  often  AlU  tht  mind  with 
tuicty,  that  an  habitual  di^Jcc  iteals 
npod  iiff  and  we  fhrink  involuntarily 
Cram  the  remembrance  ofour  talk^  Thifl 
Mtb  reafbn  why  aJmoU  ev(:ryoQe  wiHieft 
to  qui  t:  hU  employment;  kc  docb  not  like 
sboihcr  ftate«  but  ii  dirgudt:d  with  hia 

ftwn  thU  unwillingoefi  to  perform 
mtn  than  11  rtqmtrd  <ff  th^t  whi§li  is 


commonly  pevfcuTned  with  rejU^ance, 
it  proceed*  that  ftw  authon  wrire  thcu' 
own  t^TS,  State/mcn,  courtrcrs,  iad^es, 
generals,  and  feameflt  have  given  to  the 
world  their  own  Itoriefif  and  rhe  evt:ii[^ 
with  whith  tkeir  iliflercnt  (taEJons  hare 
made  them  acquainted,  Tlicy  retired 
to  the  clolet  a$  to  a  phce  of  quiet  ai:d 
amufsmcnt,  and  plcafnl  tbemEclvct  with 
writings  becaufc  they  could  lay  doi^n 
tire  pen  whencvti  they  wereweaiy.  But 
the  aiiihor,  howLVtr  coiilpicuou*,  or 
however  iuHH>ilm\t,tilh«.i  H\\\W  \w\iW>l 
tyt  or  in  hi^  uwn,  le^v^:^  W  V\ic  vm  W 


m 
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rtbted  hyhlf  fucceflTors,  for  he  cmnot 
gratify  hit  vanity  but  by  faciificing  hi» 
cafe. 

It  is  commonly  fuppofed  that  the  uni- 
fermity  of  a  ftudiout  life  affords  no 
natter  for  nantttion  x  but  the  truth  it» 
that  of  themetl  lludious  life  a  great 
yait  pafles  without  ftudy*  An  author 
partakes  of  the  common  condition  of 
bcrananity^  he  it  born  and  married  like 
another  man ;  he  has  hopes  and  fears, 
fTpe£Vations  and  difappointments»grief» 
ami  }oys»  and  friends  and  enemies,  like 
3  cdurtier  or  a  ({atefman ;  nor  can  I 
conceive  why  his  affairs  Should  not  ex- 
cite curiodty  at  much  as  the  whifper  of 
9  drawing-room»  or  die  fa£lions  of  a 
camp. 

.  Nothing  detains  the  reader^s  attention 
more  powerfully  than  deep  involutiont 
cf  ditlrelsi  or  fudden  vicifiitudes  of  for- 
tune$  and  thefe  might  be  abuudantry 
afforded  by  memoirs  of  the  funs  of  li- 
terature. They  arc  intangled  by  con- 
trails which  they  know  not  how  to  ful- 
fil, and  obliged  to  write  on  fubjeSt 
which  tliey  do  not  underlbnd.  Every 
yublicatian  is  a  new  period  of  time  from 
which  fome  encreafe  or  decleniiun  of 
Ctme  is  to  be  reckone<{.  The  grada- 
tions of  a  hero's  life  are  from  battle  to 
battle*  and  of  an  author's  from  book  to 
book. 

Succefs  and  mtfcarriage  have  the  feme 
cflrc£>s  in  all  conditions.  The  profper- 
•us  air  feared,  hatedj  and  flattered  ^  and 
tkie  unfortunate  avoided,  pitted,  and  de- 
(>iired»  No  fooner  is  a  book  publi/hed 
•*un  the  writer  may  judge  of  >he  opinion 
cu'  the  woild.  If  his  acquaintance  picfs 
lound  him  in  publick  places,  or  falute 
him  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Itreet  j  if 
invitations  to  dinner  come  thick  upon 
hiui,  nnd  thofc  with  whom  he  dmes 
keep  him  to  fupper;  if  the  ladies  turn 
to  him  when  his  coat  is  plain,  and  the 


footmen  fenre  him  with  attei 
alacrity  9  he  may  be  fure  that 
has  been  praifed  by  fome  lead* 
rary  faihions. 

€>f  declining  reputaticmthe 
are  not  lefs  cafiiy  ol>ferved« 
thor  enters  a  coiFee-houfe,  he 
to  himielf ;  if  he  Calls  at  a  bo* 
the  boy  (urns  his  back^  and  v 
moft  fatal  of  all  prognoAicks 
will  vifit  him  in  a  morning,  a 
him  hour  after  hour  of  the  m: 
of  criticks,  tHe  neglefl  of  i 
bail  tafte  of  the  age,  and  the  c 
poflerity. 

All  this  modified  and  variec 
dent  and  caftom  would  form  v 
ing  fcenes  of  bio^praphy,  and 
create  many  a  roiitd  which  is 
delighted  with  con(]ptraciet  o 
intrigues  of  a  court,  or  deb 
parliament:  to  this  might  be 
the  changes  of  the  conntenanc 
tron,  traced  from  the  fird  gl 
flattery  rd|res  in  his  cheek,  th 
dour  of  fondnefs,  Vehemence 
mife,  magnificence  of  praife, 
delay,  and  lamentation  of  ins 
the  laft  chill  look  of  final  c 
when  the  one  grow*  weary  of 
and  the  other  of  hearing  iblici 

Thus  copious  are  the  mater 
have  been  hitherto  fuffered  to 
levied,  while  the  repoHtories 
family  that  hat  produced  a  fo 
mini(^er  are  ranlacked,  and  lit 
crouded  with  ufelefs  folios  of 
pcrs  which  will  never  be  read,  a 
contribute  nothing  to  valuad 
ledge. 

I  hope  the  learned  will  be 
know  their  own  ftrength  and 
luc,  and  in  (lead  of  devoting  t 
to  the  honour  of  thofc  who  feld 
tham  for  their  labours,  resolve 
do  juiiice  to  themlieUxs. 


N*  cm.    SATURDAY,   APRIL   5. 

BESriCCaE  AD  LOHCM  JU8SIT  S^ATIA   ULTIMA  VIT^K. 


MXJC  H  of  the  pain  and  pleafure  of 
mankind  arilcs  from  the  con)ec- 
lures  which  every  one  makes  of  the 
ihcwghts  of  others;  we  all  enjoy  praifo 
which  we  do  not  hear,  and  relent  con- 
tempt  which  wc  do  not  ice.    The  Idler 


Juv. 

may  therefore  be  forgiven,  if 
his  imagination  to  reprefent  to 
his  rwidcrs  will  fay  or  think  \( 
are  informed  that  they  have  nc 
paper  in  their  hands. 

Value  is  more  frequently 
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foKJItf  Aan  by  nie.  That  :ivhich  lay 
•q^lmd  wbm  i(  w««  common,  rifM  in 
cftiflliuoo  at  it*t  «utntity  becomct  lei's. 
We  ftldom  Inni  mc  true  want  of  what 
«t  have  till  it  ••  diicofYcfed  that  we  can 
hmttomore. 

This  eflay  wUI,  perhaps,  be  read  with 
an  sven  by  thofe  who  have  not  yet  at- 
leadcd  to  anf  others  and  he  that  finda 
Ikii  iate  attention  recompenfed,  will  not 
Mcar  to  wifh  that  he  had  bcftowed  it 


Though  the  Idler  and  his  readers  have 

€ootnfted  no  ^loTc  friendlhip,  they  are 

fcrhapa  both  unwilling  to  part.  -There 

■e  few  thingt  not  purely  evil,  of  which 

•ecaa  Gty,  without  fome  emotion  of 

9mBne&,miuthelii/l.    Thofewho 

•eter  could  ame  together,  (bed  tears 

wJicA  mutual  dlrcontent  has  determined 

<heai  to  £Aal  reparation;   of  a  place 

which  baa  been  frequently  vlHted,  though 

«idioai  pleasure,  the  laft  look  is  taken 

wuh  beavineia  of  heart;  and  the  Idler, 

sridi  mil  bis  chillnefs  of  tranquillity,  is 

Mt  wholly  unafieAed  by  the  thought 

that  his  laft  eflay  is  now  before  hinu 

This  iecret  horro«irof  thelaft  it  infe- 
parable  from  a  thinking  being,  who(e 
life  is  limited,  and  to  whom  death  is 
dreadful.  We  always  make  a  fecret 
compariibn  between  a  part  and  the 
•hole;  the  termination  of  any  period  of 
Ife  reminda  us  that  life  itfeif  has  like- 
mSt  it*s  termination;  when  we  have 
dooe  any  thintf  for  the  latt  time,  we  in- 
•olu&tarily  refleft  that  apart  of  the  days 
allotted  us  is  paft,  and  that  as  more  ia 
paft  there  is  left  remaining. 

It  ia  very  happily  and  kindly  pro* 
vidsd,  that  in  every  life  there  are  cer- 
tain pauiha  and  interruptions,  which 
fwcc  confideracion  upon  the  careleAb 
and  ferioufncfs  upon  the  light;  points 
«f  time  where  one  courfe  of  adion  ends 
and  another  begins:  and  by  viciflitude 
of  fortune,  or  alteration  of  employment, 
^y  change  of place^  or  lofs  of  friendlhip, 


we  are  forced  to  iay  of  (bmathiog,  TbU 
is  tbi  lafl. 

An  even  and  unvaKed  tenour  of  life 
always  hides  from  our  apprehenfion  the 
approach  of  it^s  end.  Succeflion  is  not 
perceived  but  by  variation;  he  that  Itvea 
to-day  as  he  lived  ycfterday,  andexpeftt 
that  as  the  prefent  day  is,  fuch  will  be  the 
morrow,  eafdy  conceives  time  as  running' 
in  a  circle,  and  returning  to  itielf.  The 
uncertainty  of  our  duration  is  imprefTed 
commoaly  Hy  diflimilitude  of  condition  ; 
it  is  only  by  finding  life  changeable  that 
we  are  reminded  of  it's  fhortnefs. 

'This  con  virion,  however  forcible  at 
every  new  impreffion«  is  every  moment 
fadipg  from  the  mind)  and  partly  by 
the  inevitable  incuriion  of  new  images^ 
and  partly  by  voluntary  exdufion  of 
unwelcome  thoughts,  we  are  again  ex* 
pofed  to  the  univerfal  fallacy;  and  we 
muft  do  another  thing  for  the  Jafb  time, 
before  we  confider  that  the  time  is  nigb 
when  we  (hall  do  no  more. 

Aft  the  laft  Idler  is  publifhed  in  that 
(blemn  week  which  the  Chrillian  world 
haa  always  fet  apart  for  the  examination 
of  the  confcience,  the  review  of  life^ 
the  extinflion  of  earthly  defires,  and  the 
renovation  of  holy  purpofes,  I  hope  that 
my  readers  are  already  difpofed  to  view 
every  incident  with  (tuiournefs,  and  im« 
prove  it  by  meditation;  and  that  when 
they  fee  this  feries  of  trifles  brought  to 
a  conclufion,  they  will  confider  that, 
by  outliving  the  Idler,  they  have  pafTed 
weeks,  months,  and  years,  which  are 
now  no  longer  in  their  power;  that  an 
end  muft  in  time  be  put  to  every  thing 
great  as  to  every  thing  little;  that  to 
life  mufl  come  it^s  laft  hour,  and  to  this 
iyftrm  of  being  it*s  laft  day,  the  hour 
at  which  probation  ceafes,  and  repent- 
ance will  be  vain;  the  day  in  which 
every  work  of  the  hand,  and  imagina* 
tion  of  the  heart,  fhall  be  brought  to 
judgment,  and  an  everlafting  futurity 
fhall  be  determined  by  Jthe  pafL 
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LETTER    I. 


TO   CLYTAND£R, 


IEntinfT]^  appTt>vfr  of  youi  dcfi^n :  Hot 
wiiiift  I  rqcice  in  the  hop*  of  feeing 
E^ithufiafinthus  fuccdffuUy  ar ticked  in 
^  firungicll  And  moft  formidable  Iwklif  . 
tiraukl  c\^m  your  mercy  father  in  an^ 
DtbcrquartEt;  ^id  after  havirtg  expelled 
W  fnm  her  reUgion?  dominion*,  let  mc 
uttiT3t  jou  10  Inve  hei'  in  the  undiftnrb- 
^  ciijoymeot  of  ber  civil  pafTdTionA.  To 
^  tbe  truth,  I  Jook  uponerthufiafm, 
A  ^L  cither  points  but  thit  of  religion, 
f»  he  a  very  ncccflkry  t«ni  <)f  ujiivl;  at 
^Qilcicd  it  ti  a  vdii   which  nature  feema 
?<^htTemarkedwithmore  or  iefs  ftrcngth 
In  tbe  ttmper»  of  moft  men*     No  mitt- 
'crurhatthc  objefl  it,  whether  buftncrti 
fbfurei,  orthft  ^neartsj  wboeverpur- 
^them  to  any  purpofe  muft  do  To  cun 
*mtrei  atwl  inimoi-atoi*  yoti  kngw,  of 
f^  kind^anaU  enthv^adt*   There  ia 
>adocd  ft    ceitatiL    beigbtenlng    faculty 
^idbuniytifaUy  prevails  through  our 
fpeciei^  and  we  ^re  all  ofn^^  perhips^ 
inwrfeveral  ferourjte  purfdt*,  pretty 
BiDch  in  the  ttrcvmftarcea  of  the  re- 
Kovrncd  Jt  night  of  La  Mancha,  when  he 
Wicked  the  baurber*»  brasen  bafon  for 
Mirobntio*s  goldca  Helmet. 

What  it  Tiilly*8  a&quidimmiufum  in- 
pkmmfM0^  which  he  profefles  to  afpire 
afsr  in  ontory,  but  a  niece  of  true  rhe- 
tpiical  Qgixamni?    Vjt  ficyer,  1  will 


venture  to  affirnif  wo\ild  he  have  glowed 
with  io  much  eloqjimtet  had  he  been 
warmed  with  lefs  enthuGsJtn*     1  am    ^ 
peri'uaded  indeed,  that  nothing  great  ot 
gloriou»  waii  ever  performed,  where  thi4 
ffUality  h^ul  not  a  principal  conceni;  an4 
at  ourpafKont  a<£i  vigour  toourafliona* 
enthijfi^rm  give*  fpiiit  to  our  pafTiont,    , 
I  might  add  too^  that  it  even  opens  and 
enlaj^t  our   capacltiet-     Accordir^gly 
r  have  Keen  informcdi  that  one  af  tlie 
great  lights  of  the  prefcnt  a^e  never  fitl 
down  to  Itudyj  till  he  hat  railed  hit  una^   ^ 
ginalion  hy  the  power  of  munc.     For 
thi^  purpofe  be  h3&  a  b;ind  of  inflni* 
menti  placed  near  his  librftr)',  which  plajr  . 
till  he  findt  htmfclf  elevated  ^  a  proper 
ticight^  upon  which  he  givet  a  Hgnali 
and  tbev  inlhmly  ccafc. 

Butthoie  h^h  <r>nciitSy  which  artfn^ 
geftcd   by   enthullafni,    contribute  tiot 
onty  to  the  picafure  and  perfection  of 
the  fine  arts,  but  to  mof)  other  elfcfts  of 
our  aft  ion  and  indulliy.     Toflrike  this 
Ipirit  therefore  out  ot  the  human  condi- 
tuiion>  to  reduce  things  to  their  precifr 
philolbphical    ftandard,    would   be  to   • 
check  lome  of  the  mai6  wheels  of  focic- 
ty,  and  to  fix  half  the  world  in  an  ufe*  / 
lefa  apathy.    I^or  if  enthunafm  did  no^  \ 
add  an  imaginary  value  to  mod  cvC  t!bft 
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.|iHe  them  their  brighteft  colours,  they 
would  generally,  perhaps,  wear  ah  ap- 
pearance too  contemptible  to  excite  de- 
iire. 

Wcary^d  we  fliould  lie  down  in  death. 
This  cheat  of  life  would  take.no  maR| 

If  you  tkought  fame  but  em^  bitath» 
I  Ptiillif  hut  a  perjured  whore* 

'    PftlOR. 

In  a  word,  this  enthunafm  for  which 
I  am  pleading,  is  it  beneficent  enchan- 


trefs,  whonererexertt  her  magic  butt 
our  advantage,  and  only  deals  about  h( 
friendly  f^lls  in  order  to  raife  imagi 
nary  beauties,  or  to  improve  real  onei 
The  wQ^ft  that  can  be  fiud  of  her  it,  thj 
(he  is  a  kind  deceiirer  and  an  obli£iii| 
flatterer.  Let'  me  conjure  yon,  men 
good  Ciytaoder,  not  to  brmk  vp  he 
uftful  enchantments,  which  that  fur- 
round  m»  on  every  fidej  bdt  fpart  be 
4iarmlcfs  deceptions  in  mere  chanty  te 
mankind.    I  am,  &c* 


LETTER    II; 


TO    PHILOTES. 


I  Should  not  have  fuSered  fo  iong  an 
interval  to  imemip^our  corrcfpon- 
dence,  if  my  expedition  to  Euphionius 
bad  not  wholly  employed  me  for  thefe 
laft  fix  weeks.  I  had  ion?  promifed  to 
fptnd  fome  time  with  him  Defoi*e  he  em- 
barked with  his  regiment  for  Flanders; 
ajod  as  he  is  not  one  of  thofe  HudibraAic 
heroes  who  chufe  to  run  away  one  day, 
that  \\kty  may  live  to  fight  auotheri  I 
was  unwilling  to  truit  the  opportomty  of 
Jeeing  him  to  the  very  pi^carious  con- 
tingency of  his  return.  The  high  en- 
joyments he  leaves  behind  him,  might, 
indeed,  be  a  pledge  to  his  friends  tliat 
fkts  caution  would  at  leaft  be  eoual  to 
bis  coui*;ige,  if  his  notions  of  honour 
were  lefs  cxquifitely  delicate.  But  he 
will  nndoubtcdly  a6l  as  if  he  had  nothing 
to  hazard;  though  at  the  fame  time, 
from  the  generous  ienfibility  of  his  tem- 
|*r,  he  feels  every  thing  that  his  family 
can  iuflfcr  in  their  feais  for  his  danger. 
)  bad  an  inftance,  wh'dft  I  was  in  his 
|!0u(e,  bow  much  Eupbronia's  appre- 
Kenfions  for  his  (afety  aiie  ready  to  take 
:^hrm  upon  every  occafion.  She  called 
me  one  day  ii;to  the  g^allery  to  look  upon 
9  picture  which  was  juft  come  out  of  the 
painter's  hands;  but  the  roomtnt  flie 
carried  me  up  to  it,  ihe  burll  out  into  a 
Mood  of  tears.  It  was  di-awn  at  the  iie- 
^oeif,  and  after  a  defign  of  her  fatltcr's, 
and  is  a  performance  which  ibcs  gi«:at 
honour  to  the  ingeniovs  aiiiil  who  exe- 
cuted it.  Euphroniiis  is  reprefenttd  un- 
dtnhe  chara£ler  of  He£>or  when  he 
yarts  from  Andromache,  who  is  perfon- 
;aA3^  io  rhe  piece  by  Enphionia;  us  her 
i^'fer,  who  hohh  thrir  Jirtle  boy  in  l\cv 
^Jns,  Is  itadowjid  out  QZiikv  tlicf^viic 


of  the  beautiRil  ntirfir  with  the  youi| 
Affyanax. 

I  was  fo  much  plealed  with  thedeiip 
in  this  uncommon  family-mcoe,  tlot  J 
thought  it  deferved  particular  mentioD 
as  I  could  wi(h  it  were  Co  become  a  ge* 
reral  fafliion  to  have  all  pi6hires  of  thi 
lame  kind  executed  in  forae  Aich manner 
If,  inftead  of  fnmifhinga  room  with  it 
parat^ portraits,  a  whole  fiunily  wereti 
he  thus  introduced  into  a  fingk  pi«f 
and  repref'entcd  under  Ibme  iDteftiini 
hiitorical  fubjea,  faitabk  to  their  rani 
and  chara£ler;  portraits,  which  aicnBi 
fo  generally  and  fo  dcfervedly  defpifeii 
might  become  of  real  val«e  to  thrpoblic 
By  this  means  hiftory-ptintingf  wonl 
be  encouraged  among^it,  md  a  ttikt 
lous  vanity  turned  to  the  improvemcf 
of  one  of  the  moft  inftrudive,  as  well] 
the  mofl  pleafing,  of  the  imitative  iiti 
Tiiofe  WHO  never  contributed  a  fingi 
bciiefit  to  their  own  age,  nor  will  ct< 
be  mentioned  iu  any  after-mir,  migl 
by  this  means  employ  tlieir  pride  at 
their  ex^Knce  in  a  way,  which  migl 
render  them  entenainingand  uiieful  b«l 
to  the  pi-efent  aiul  future  times.  ! 
would  requu-e,  indeed,  great  jndsmei 
and  addrei's  in  the  painter,  to  chule  an 
rccommeruJ  fubjei^b  prosier  to  the  var 
ous  chai  afters  which  would  prdci 
themfdvcs  to  his  pencil ;  and  undoubi 
ediy  we  Otoulii  lee  many  enormous  ak 
Surdities  committed,  if  this  taihion  we 
univerlally  to  be  followed.  It  wotil 
ceitainly>  however,  afford  a  glorioi 
Icope  to  genius;  and  probably  fupply  u 
in  ctue  time,  witli lonu* piududions wbn 
rnlght  be  meutionc-;!  with  thofc  of  li 
molV  cc\<:\>\  ^v<:(^  )lc\\qvA%  «    \  '»v\  Y^(iw 
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dttktft>  Aat  gran  talcntt  have  been 
fcaKdma  loft  to  this  an,  by  bong  con- 
htd  to  tbe  dull,  though  profitable,  la- 
bow  of  fenfeWft  portraitt  |  at  I  Aould 
m  doubt,  if  the  method  I  am  fpeaking 
of  were  to  take  cffeA,  to  fee  that  very 
pfODifing  gAiUi,  whoy  in  confequence 
•fpurttiMroui  officer,  is  now  forming 
his  hand  by  the  nobleft  models  in  Rome, 
proiea  linU  to  thofe  great  nuftoi  whofe 
vorki  he  is  ftudyjng. 

It  cannot,  I  mink,  be  denied,  that  the 
PRvailin^  fondneft  of  having  our  per- 
MIS  copied  out  for  pofterity,  is,  in  the 
pRftnt  application  of  it,  a  moft  abfurd 
nd  oickfs  vanity i  as,  in  general,  no- 
thing afibrds  a  more  ridiculous  fcene, 
Am  diofe  grotef(]ue  figures  which  ufu- 
lUj  line  the  manfions  of  a  man  who 
is  food  of  difplaying  his  canvafs-an- 
csbjt 

<i094  Hca?  n  !  that  foti  and  knaves  Aould 

To«i(h  tfactr  vile  rcTemblance  may  remain) 
Aaiiud  lecorded,  at  their  own  requcft, 
TofiitMc  timctaljbclorajeiU  Dbypsm* 

Yon  mat  by  no  meant,  however,  imi- 
fitttiat  lablblutely  condemn  this  lower 
^fGcatioB  of  one  of  the  iKibleftarts.  It 
■I  certainly  a  very  juft  ule,  when  em- 


ployed in  pguetttming  the  rdcmblan^A 
of  that  part  of  our  i^eciet,  who  have  di* 
ftinguiflWd  themftlvct  an  their  icTpcAivt 
gcneradont.  To  be  defirout  of  an  ac« 
quaintance  widi  the  perfont  of  tbofe  whp 
have  recommended  themlelves  by  their 
writings  or  their  aAiont  to  our  cfteem 
and  applaufe,  is  a  very  natuiil  and  rea« 
ibnablecuri^ty,  Formyiclf,  at  Icaft,  I 
have  often  found  much  iatisfaAion  in 
contemplating^  a  wcll-cho(cn  colkAion 
of  the  portrait  kind,  and  tomparing  the 
mind  of  a  favourite  charafter,  at  it  was 
either  exprefled  or  concealed  in  it^t  es* 
tcmal  lineaments.  There  is  ibmethii^ 
Ixkewife  extremely  animating  in  thm 
lively  repreientationt  of  celebrated  merits 
and  it  was  an  obfervation  of  one  of  the 
Scipio^s,  that  he  could  never  view  the 
fibres  of  his  anceftort  without  finding 
his  bofom  glow  with  the  moft  arden». 
pafTion  of  imitating  tbdr  deeds.  How* 
ever,  as  the  days  of  exemplary  virtue 
are  now  no  more,  and  we  are  not,  many 
of  us,  dilpofed  to  tranfinit  the  moft  in« 
flaming  modek  to  future  times  j  it  would 
be  but jprudenoe,  methinks,  if  we  are. 
reTolvcdr  to  make  potoitjr  acquainted 
with  the  perfont  of  the  pretimt  age,  that 
it  ihould  be  by  f  tewing  them  i«  the  ac- 
tiont  of  the  paft.    Adieu*    IaA,lM« 


LETTER    in. 


NOtmthftaiiding  the  fine  things  you 
allcdge  in  favour  of  the  Rmnans, 
'  <b  not  yet  find  myfelf  dif|>oi*ed  to  be- 
^"^  a  convert  to  vour  opinion  t  on  the 
^■tey,  I  am  Aill  obttinate  enou^  to 
"^lau  that  the  fame  of  your  admired 
**^  i*  more  datzling  than  folid,  and 
^g  father  to  thofe  falfe  prejudices 


TO  PALAMBDBI. 

jwtv  4,  tn9* 
believe,  confider  them  with  refpeft  to 
foreign  kingdoms,  withcrat  the  utmoft 
abhorrence  and  indignation. 

But  there  is  nothing  which  plioet  thefe 
ions  ofRomuIus  lower  in  my  eftimationy 
than  their  unmanly  conduct  in  the  article 
of  their  triumphs.  I  muft  confeft,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  they  had  the  fanftioia 


ch  we  are  early  taught  to  conceive  of  of  a  god  to  jufiify  them  in  this  pra6tice» 
.  ii,dnn  to  their  realand  intrinficme-  Bacchus,  or  (as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  hat 
^  If  conqueft  indeed  be  the  genuine  proved)  the  Emtian  Sefoftris,  afW  hia 
JBiyof  a  flate,and  extcnfive  dominions  return  from  his  Indian  conquefts,  gave 
fwneftinfaLllibleteftof  national  virtue;  the  firftinftance  of  this  ungenmut  cere* 
H  ami  be  acknowledged  that  no  people 
*«UhiAory  have  lb  juft  a  denian4  of 
^  aMntaon.  But  if  we  take  an'itn- 
Mial  view  of  this  telebrated  nation, 
Maptnuck  of  our  applaufemav  abate. 
T^Heoontmiplatetheni,  forjfilbnce, 
'  '  p  owB  wailt,  what  ^  we  fee 
^pHk9  toaruW^'t^  Mn  iil- 


ay.  B«t  though  his  divinity  waa 
ifcflcd  in  maoy  otbv  Mm  of  the 
id,  hiiiCsamptedeeifiotlbaBlohMO 


been  followed  till  we  find  it  (  , 
in  all  if  s  inibleot  pomp  at  Rose* 

It  is  impoffible  to  read  the  deftrip- 
tiont  of  thde.  arrogant  exbibitiona  of 
MoTpcrity,  tnd  tioi  ^  te^Ok  ^«^W^ 
ZgaiM  «t  tbi%  \M^ynm  wte«L  A 


mm 
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iilTulcing  the  caUmiti)»  of  the  unfoitu- 
nate.  •  One  would  be  apr,  at  the  fyrft 
glance,  to  fufpcc^  that  every  ientiment 
vf  humanity  niuA  be  cxtinguiflied  in  a 
{)copley  who  could  behold  with  pleafure 
the  moving  inlbnces,  which  thel'c  folcm- 
njties  affoidcd.of  the  caprice  of  fortune; 
and  could  fte  the  higheft  })otentate5  of 
tbe  earth  dragged  from  their  thrones,  to 
fUl  up  the  proud  parade  of  thefe  ungene- 
rout  triumphs.  But  the  prevailing 
maxim  which  ran  through  the  whole 
fyftem  of  Roman  politics  was,  to  en- 
courage a  fpirit  of  coiiq<ieft }  and  theie 
liononrt  were  evidtntljr  calculateJ  to 
awaken  that  unjuft  principle  of  milbken 
patriotifm.  Accordingly,  by  the  fun- 
ckmental  laws  of  Rome,  no  general  was 
enntled  to  a  triumph,  unlef^-ht  had  added 
Ibme  new  acquifition  to  htr  |X)(rcffions. 
To  fupprefs  a  civil  inlune^ion,  how- 
ever  dangerous;  to  rtrovtr  any  former 
member  of  htr  dominions,  h'jrwcvcr  im- 
portant; gave  no  clnim  to  this  fupreme 
mark  of  ambitious  didimSlion.  For  it 
was  their  notion,  it  feems,  (and  Valerius 
Maximus  is  my  aiithority  foi  faying  fo) 
that  there  is  as  much  difi'erence  between 
addmg  to  the  territories  of  a  common- 
wealth,  anri  relloring  thole  it  has  loll, 
akte>vee:i  the  aflnal  conftriing  of  a 
benefit,  and  the  mere  i-epclling  of  an  in- 
jury. It  was  bnt  of  a  pitce,  indeed, 
that  a  ceremony  conduced  in  defiance 
of  htimanity,fhoulcl  be  founded  in  con* 
tempt  of  juflicc ;  and  it  w.hs  natural 
enough  that  thev  fhouUl  gain  by  op. 
preflton,  whar  they  were  to  enjoy  by 
inful't. 

If  we  confider  Paulus  Mm'tlvM,  after 
his  coni|uetl  of  Macedonia,  making  his 
public  entry  into  Rome,  attended  by  the 
unfortimate  Pt^rfcus  and  his  infant  fa- 
mily; and  at  the  fame  time  reffedl  upon 
mir  Black  Prince  when  he  pafled  through 
London  with  his  loyal  captive,  after  the 
glorious  battle  of  Poiflievc ;  wt  cannot 
iail  of  having  tlie  proper  icniiments  of  a 
Homan  triiim|>h.  What  generous  mind 
-who  law  the  Roman  conful  in  all  the 
giddv  exaltation  of  unfeeling  pride,  but 
would  rather  (as  to  that  fmgle  '-ircum- 
-fiance)  h.ive  been  tlie  ilegi  adcd  Perieus, 
'.tiianthe^tnumpkaat.iEmiliub?  There  it 
'.knahing  indeed  in  diltrels  that  refle6h 
a  fort  of  mierit  upon  every  objc£i  which 
is  lb  fituateti,  and  turns  off  our  attention 
fjotn  thoic  blemilhck  that  flam  even  the 
aiu/^  yitions  churAilctsi.  Accordingly, 
//i  rJie  mtidnos  of.  w/iich  1  aru  fpcakiqgy 


the  perfidtauft  monarch  wat  overlooked 
in  the  fuffering  Pcrfeus;  and  a  fpe£Ucle 
lb  affefbing  checked  the  joy  of  coni^uell 
even  in  a  Roman  brealh  For  PluLirch 
affurea  ui,  when  that  worthlcfs,  but  un« 
happv,  prince  was  obferved,  together 
with  his  two  fons  and  a  daughter, march- 
ing amidft  the  train  of  priioners,  nature 
was  too  hard  for  cuftom,  and  many  of 
thefpe£bators  melted  into  a  flood  of  tears. 
But  with  what  a  generous  tendemefsdid 
the  Britifh  hero  condufk  himfelf  upon  an 
occafion  of  the  fame  kind  ?  He  employ- 
ed all  the  anful  addrels  of  tlie  moil  re- 
fined hamanity,  to  conceal  from  his  un- 
happy priibner  every  thing  that  could  re- 
mind him  of  his  difgrace;  and  the  whole 
pomp  that  was  dilplaved  u|>on  this  oc- 
cafion, appeared  fingiy  as  intended  to 
lighten  the  weight  of  his  misfortunes, 
and  to  do  honour  to  tbe  vanquifhed  mo- 
narch. 

You  will  remember,  Palametles,  I  am 
only  confidering  the  Romans  in  a  poli- 
tical view,  and  ibeakingof  them  merely 
in  their  national  character.  As  to  in- 
rfividuals,  you  know,  I  pay  the  highell 
veneration  to  many  that  role  up  agrfinri 
them.  It  would  not  indeed  be  juil  tc 
involve  particulars  in  general  refl<*6lioni 
of  any  kind:  and  I  cannot  bm  acknow- 
ledge ere  I  clofe  my  letter,  tbit  though, 
in  the  article  I  have  been  mentioning 
the  Romans  certainlv  aJlcd  a  moll  un- 
worthy parttowards  their  public  enemies, 
yet  they  feem  to  have  maintained  th« 
moft  exalted  notions  of  condu6l  with  re- 
fpc6l  to  their  private  ones.  That  nobk 
(and  may  I  not  add,  that  Chriilian}  ien- 
timent of  Juvenal, 

rninmi 
Semper  et  \nprm\eB  armi  exiwa'iauevoiwptaSi 
Ultiu  *  ^  '^ 

was  not  merely  the  refined  piecepf  oi 
their  more  improved  philofophers,  but  a 
general  and  popular  maxim  among  them 
and  that  geneiout  fentiment  fo  much 
and  lb  defervedly  admired  in  the  Romai 
orator ;  Nw  fatmtet  me  mortalei  ttwrn- 
iitias,  femptUrnas  amatias  tMhtre 
was,  as  appears  from  Livy,  fo  univer* 
£illy  received  as  to  become  even  a  pro 
verbial  expreOioq.  Thus  Salluftlike 
wife,  I  remember,  fpeaking  of  the  vir 
tuei  of  die  antient  Romans,  mentions  i' 
as  their  principal  charaAerifhc,  that  up 
on  all  oce^fions  they  (hewed  a  difpofitior 
rather  to  forgive  than  revenge  an  injury 
Bui  Um£  {^w>i^Qina^^W\«Bi!bnfK^ 
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«onccniin  J  the  glory  of  tfaeir  country, 
taught  than  to  fubdue  every  ■fic^ioii 
of  EumtnitTf  and  eztinguifh  every  dic- 
tite  of  juftice  which  oppoicd  that  de- 
ftruAive  princii^e.    It  was  this  fpiritf 


however,  in  return  and  by  a  veryjuft 
conlcqiicnce,  that  proved  at  length  the 
means  of  theii  total  deibuAion.  Fait- 
weL    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    IV. 


TO  fHlLOTES. 


WHILST  you  are  probably  en- 
joying  blue  flcies  and  cooling 
grots,  I  am  mivering  here  in  the  mid  ft 
of  fumnJer.  The  mtUsfmh  arborefom- 
a,  ^J^eiuM€4t  'uivifui  lacust  are  plea- 
fures  which  we  in  England  can  feidom 
tafte  but  in  defcription.  For  in  a  cli- 
inite,  where  the  warmeft  fealbn  is  fre- 
4|uently  little  better  than  a  milder  Ibrt 
M  winter,  the  fun  is  much  too  welcome 
a  gucft  to  be  avoided.  If  ever  we  have 
occaiion  to  complain  of  him,  it  muft  be 
for  his  abfrnce:  at  leaft  I  have  feidom 
found  his  vifits  troublefome.  You  fee 
lam  ftill  the  fame  cold  mortal  as  when 
yon  left  me.  But  whatever  warmth  I 
may  wnnt  in  my  conftitution,  I  want 
none  in  my  affeAions;  and  voii  have  not 
a  friend  who  is  more  ardently  yoiu^ 
than  }  pretend  to  be.  You  have  indeed 
fiich  a  right  to  my  heart  from  mere  gra- 
tiiude,  that  I  almoft  wifh  I  ovred  ^ou 
lefs  upon  that  account,  that  I  mieht 
give  it  you  upon  a  more  dinntereited 
principle.  However,  if  there  is  any 
part  of  it  which  you  cannot  demand  in 
jufKce,be  aflured  you  have  it  by  afReftion j 
fe  that,  on  one  or  other  of  thefe  titles, 
you  may  always  depend  upon  me  as 
wholly  yours.  Can  it  be  nectlTary  after 
this  to  add,  that  I  received  your  letter 
with  fingular  fatisfaAion,  as  it  brought 
me  an  accotint  of  your  welfare,  and  of 
the  agreeable  manner  in  which  you  pafs 
your  time  ?  If  there  be  any  room  to  wifh 
you  an  inci'eafe  of  pleafure,  it  is,  perhaps, 
that  the  three  virgins  you  mention,  were 
a  few  degrees  handfomer  and  younger. 
But  I  would  not  defire  their  charms 
ihould  be  heightened,  were  I  not  fure 
they  will  never  leflen  your  repofe ;  for 
knowing  your  Sto«cifm,  as  I  do,  1  dare 
trail  your  eafe  with  any  thing  lefs  than  a 
goddcfs4  and  thofe  females,  1  perceive, 
111  lb  far  removed  from  the  order  of  dl- 
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vinities,  that  they  ieem  to  require  a  con* 
fiderable  advance  -before  1  could  even 
allow  them  to  be  fo  much  as  women* 

It  was  mentioneil  to  roe  the  other  day^ 
that  there  is  (bme  probability  we  m^ 
lee  you  in  England  by  the  winter.  Wheal 
I  confideiied  only  my  private  fatisfa6lion« 
I  heard  this  with  a  very  fenfible  plea* 
fuiT.  But  as  I  have  long  learned  to 
fubmit  my  own  interefts  to  yours,  I 
could  not  out  regret  there  was  a  likeli* 
hood  of  your  being  ibfoon  called  offfrom 
one  of  the  moft  advantageous  opportuni- 
ties of  improvement  that  can  attend  a 
lenfible  mmd.  An  ingenious  Italian 
author  of  your  acquaintance  coropaccs  f 
judicious  traveller  to  a  river,  which  in* 
creafes  it's  llream  the  faither  it  flows 
from  it*s  fource;  or  to  certain  f^ngs, 
which  running  through  rich  veins  of 
mineral,  improve  their  qualities  as  they 
pafs  along.  It  were  pity  then  you  fliould 
be  checked  in  fo  ufeful  a  progrefs,  and 
diverted  from  a  cour(e,from  whence  you 
may  derive  (6  many  noble  advantages. 
You  have  hitheito,  I  imagine,  been  able 
to  do  little  more  than  lay  in  materials 
for  your  main  defign.  But  Ax  months 
now,  would  give  )ou  a  truer  notion  of 
what  is  worthy  of  obfervation  in  th« 
countries  through  which  you  pafs,  than 
twice  that  time  when  you  were  lefs  ac* 
quainted  with  the  languages.  The  truth 
is,  till  a  man  is  capable  of  converiing 
with  eafe  among  the  natives  of  any 
counuy,  he  can  never  be  able  to  form  a 
juft  and  adequate  idea  of  their  poluy  and 
manners.  He  who  fits  at  a  play  without 
underftandinflr  the  diale6i,  may  indeed 
difcover  which  of  the  aflors  arc  heft  didT- 
ed,  and  how  well  the  Icencs  are  painted 
or  difpofipd  s  but  the  chaiaden  and  con* 
duSt  of  the  drama  muft  for  ever  renuiin 
a  fectiet  to  him.    Adieu.    I  am,  &c. 
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LETTER    V. 


TO  CLTTAMDBR. 


IF  T  htd  been  a  forty  in  the  conver- 
ration  vou  mtntiony  I  (bonU  have 
jomedy  I  Delirve,  with  yoiu  fnend  in 
ibpporting  thofe  fentiments  you  feem  to 
condemn.  I  will  venture  indeed  to  ac. 
knowladn  that  I  have  long  been  of 
opiaiamaie  modems  pay  too  blind  a  de^ 
menc^  m  the  antienuj  and  though  I 
haw  the  highcft  veneration  for  feveral  of 
fhdr  itmaiaty  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think 
th^  hivt  occafioped  us  the  bfi  of  foroe 
cxceUrnt  originaU.  Thev  are  the  pro- 
per and"  bcft  guides,  I  allow,  to  tnoTe 
who  htvt  not  the  force  to  break  out  into 
new  pstht.  Bat  whilft  it  is  thought 
IbfRcient'  pnuft  to  be  their  followers, 
gemnt  it  diecked  in  her  flights,  and 
many  a  liir  traft  lies  undifcovered  in  the 
bouodlcft  regions  of  imagination.  Thus, 
bad  Virgil  tniAed  more  to  his  native 
ftrengdi,  tlie  Bomant,  perhaps,  might 
liave Then  aa  original  Epic  in  their  lan- 
■uagr.    But  Homer  was  confidered  byr^ 


But  admifiri  poet  at  the  facred  object  of 
lib  Ml  Md  principal  attention}  and  he 
Icemed  to  think  k  the  nobleft  triumph 
ci  genius,  to  be  adorned  with  the  (poilt 
of  mat  glorious  chief. 

You  will  tell  me,  perhaps,  that  even 
Homer  Itimfelf  was  indebted  to  the  an- 
tients ;  that  the  fill  ftreams  he  clifpenfed, 
did  not  flow  from  his  own  fourre,  but 
were  derived  to  him  from  an  higher. 
This,  T  acknowledge,  has  been  affcitecl; 
but  aflierted  without  proof,  and,  I  may 
ventuie  to  add,  without  probability.  He 
feems  to  have  (lood  alone  and  unl'upport- 
ed }  and  to  have  flood,  for  thit  very  rea- 
fon,  fo  much  the  nohler  ohje^l  of  admi- 
ration. Scarce  indeed,  I  imagine,  would 
hi>  works  have  leceivcd  that  high  regard 


which  was  paid  to  them  fi^om  thei 
liett  appearance,  had  ther  been  f( 
upon  prior. models,  had  they  flioiM 
with  reflefled  light. 

But  will  not  this  icrvile  humo 
fubjefUng  the  powers  of  invention 
guidance  of  the  ancienttt  accoui 
fomedmee  at  leaft,for  oiir  meetinj 
fo  fmalla  number  of  authors  wh 
claim  the  merit  of  being  onginilj 
not  this  a  kind  of  fubmillion»  that  d 
the  Are  and  weakens  the  vigour  < 
mind  ?  For  the  antients  ieem  to  ht 
fldered  by  us  as  ib  many  suardt  p 
vent  the  free  exciiriions  of  immi 
and  (et  bounds  to  her  flight.  Wl 
they  ought  rather  to  be  looked 
(the  few,  I  mean,  who  are  theop 
oriniials)  as  encouragements  to 
and  uncontrouled  exertion  6f  her  i 
ties.  But'  if  here  or  there  a  po 
courage  enough  to  truft  to  hit  ow 
aflilted  reach  of  thought,  hit  ea 
does  not  feem  lb  mu^  to  incite  < 
to  make  the  fame  adventurous  attc 
as  to  confirm  them  in  the  humble  < 
fition  of  imitation.  Fur  if  he  fuc 
he  immediately  becomes  himfelf  ti 
cafion  of  a  ihoufand  models:  if  h 
not,  he  is  pointed  out  as  a  difcoui 
inftance  of  the  folly  of  lenouncinfl 
edablifhed  leaders  which  antiqui 
authorized.  Thus  invention  is  d 
f«^,  and  genius  cnflaved:  the  ci 
power  of  v'.oetry  is  lolt,  and  the  inge 
mftead  of  exerting  lUat  produAive 
ty  which  alone  can  render  them  t 
obje6ls  of  admiration,  are  humbl 
tented  with  borrowing  l>oth  the  ma 
and  the  plans  of  their  mimic  itiu^ 
lam,  &c. 


LETTER    Vr. 

TO   ORONTES, 


THERE  it  nothing,  periiaM,  where* 
in  mankind  are  more  frequently 
miflaken,  than  in  the  judgmema  which 
they  pals  on  each  other.    The  ftrunger 
liiiet^  indeed*  in  every  man*s  chaniAer, 
mts£  MlwsijM  be  marked  coo  deariy  and 


diftin^ty  to  deceive  even  the  niof 
lefs  obfei-vcr  $  and  no  one,  I  am  pe 
cd,  was  ever  etteemed  in  the  gencr 
nton  of  the  world  as  highly  deflc! 
hit  moral  or  intelle6lual  qualitia 
did  not  juftly  merit  hit  refutation. 
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nly  of  thole  moit  nice  and'de- 
its  which  diftii^piiih  the  ftvcral 
f  probity  and  md-ftnicy  and.' 
the  <|uantuni  (if  I  may  (6  ex- 
of  human  merit.  The  powen 
il  are  fo  olten  concealed  by  mo* 
flidence»  timidity,  and  a  thou- 
r  accidental  aileaioais  and  the 
pleaioo  of  her  moral  operadont 
fo  entirely  on  thofe  internal 
•  from  whence  they  proceed ; 
e  who  form  their  notioni  ot 
r  cafual  and  dHbnt  viewi«  muft 
ibly  be  led  into  very  erroneous 
tt.  Even  Orontcs»  with  all  his 
uid  penetntion»  it  not»  I  per- 
itiiely  lecure  from  roiftaket  of 
}  and  ib^  icntiments  you  ex* 
I  TOUT  bdft  letter  concerning  Va« 
by  no  meant  agreeable  to  the 
hit  cbarancr* 

ft  be  acknowledged  at  the  fame 
it  Varus  is  an  exception  to  all 
mlet:  neither  his  head  nor  hit 
i  cmmBIj  to  be  difcovercd  by 
exety  which  are  ufually  fuppoi- 
nt  direftly  to  the  gjouut  and 
Pother  men.  Thus  with  a  me- 
lt will  fcarce  ferve  him  for  the 
purpoles  of  life,  with  an  ima- 
even  more  flow  than  his  memo- 
vith  an  attention  that  could  not 
A  through  the  eafieft  propofitioii 
l|  he  has  a  found  and  excellent 
iding  joined  to  a  refined  and 
ta^.  But  the  re^itude  of  his 
kt  feems  to  arife  lefs  from  reflec- 
I  fenfation;  rather  from  certain 
feelines  which  the  obje^s  that 
hemldves  to  his  confideration 
occafion  in  his  mind,  than  from 
\y  of  any  active  faculties  which 
able  of  exerting  for  that  pur- 


pofe.  Hit  oonTerfiitioii  it  unenlirtatn- 
mg:  for  though  he  talks  a  gnat  deal,  all 
that  he  nttert  is  deliTeredwith  h^wur 
and  hefitation.  Not  dut  hit  ideas 
are  really  dark  and  confufed}  but  be- 
caufe  he  is  never  contented  to  convey 
them  in  the  firft  words  that  occur.  Like 
the  orator  mentioned  by  Tully*  metuins 
m  wtk/um  f^lEgiritp  itism  vimm 
faupumm  diterdebatp  he  expreflet  him- 
ielfill  by  always  endeavouring  toez- 
prefs  himlelf  better*  His  readmg  qui- 
not  fo  profMerly  be  faid  tp  have  rendered 
him  knowing,  at  not  ignoraats  it  has 
rather  enlarged,  than  filled  hit  mimL 

Hit  temper  is  as  fingularaahitnaiiuH 
and  both  eoually  miftaken  by  thoft  wko 
only  know  him  a  little.  If  ybtt  were  lo 
judge  of  him  by  his  jscaeral  apjiearance. 
you  would  believe  hmi  incapanle  of  all 
thr  more  delicate  ieniations  i.  neverthe« 
left»  under  a  rough  and  hpifterous  be- 
havioury  he  Conceals  a  henrt  full  of  ten* 
demefs  and  humanity.  He  has  a  ienfi* 
bility  of  nature,  indeed,  beyond  what  I 
ever  obferved  in  any  odier  man}  and  I 
have  ohen  ieen  him  afie6UdJ>y  thofe 
little  cireumftancctf  which  would  makf 
no  imprefllon  on  a  mind  .pf  ledi  eiyiiijte" 
feelings.  Thit  extreme  fen(ibillty  m  hk- 
temper  influences  his  fpeculatjonsas  wtU 
as  ms  a&ons,  and  be  hovers  between 
tarious  hypothefes  without  Settling  upog 
any,  by  giving  importance  to  thm  ah* 
nuter  difficulties  which  would  not  bo 
ftrongj  enough  to  fulpeod  a  more  aftivtt 
and  vieoi-ous  mind.  In  a  word,  Vanio 
is  in  the  number  of  thofe  whom  it  it 
impoflible  not  to  admire  or  not  to  dt- 
fpife;  and  at  the  fame  time  that  heit  th» 
efleem  of  all  his  friends,  he  is  the  con- 
tempt of  aQ  hit  acquaintance.  Adieu. 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER   Vn. 


TO    UORTENSlVt. 


J  R  excellent  brawn  wanted  no 
lition«l  recommendation  to  make 
ccepuble^  but  that  of  your  com- 
However,  though  I  cannot  fliare 
ly  friend,  I  devote  it  to  his  me- 
nd make  daily  offerings  of  it  to 
divinity,  whoie  tempm,  thoush 
Unigh  dderted,  vrere  once  hdd 
gh£  ytottaiiont  fhe  h  mm* 
mtieatdutbon  uada  the  naae 


andtitleof  DIVA  AMiciTiA.  Toherl 
bring  tbe  viftim  you  have  fumiflied  me 
with,  in  all  the  pomp  of  Roman  rites. 
Wreathed  with  the  facred  «HMr,  and 
cfowncd  with  a  branch  of  roftmary,  I 
place  it  onu  altar  of  wcU-pdtihed  ma* 
boganr,  where  t  poor  libationt  over  it 
of  acia  winct  and  rprialle  it  with  Hcnt 
ofmuftard.  ldci\oallc«AtaiiY^it^Dmit 
to  thofe  ivho  ifi&  u  tabai  b«a^  ^tt«tr^ 
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inr»  raninding  them,  with  an  Hoc  Mfi^ 
^i  tkc  important  bufuieft  upqn  which 
they  are  afTembltd;  and  conclude  the 
ieftrraii  with  this  votive  couplet ; 


Ckife  ai  this  brawn  the  circling  fillet  biad* 
May   friendlhip*!   ficrcd   b^Ms  luiite  on 


Farewel.    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    VHL 


TO  CLYTAMDfiR* 


YOU  muft  have  been  greatly  dif- 
trefled  indeed,  Clytander,  when 
yon  thought  of  calling  me  in  at  yovar 
aiudliarf,  in  the  debate  you  mention. 
Or  wat  It  not  rather  a  motive  of  genero- 
ity  which  fuggefted  that  defign?  and  jou 
vcrewtlltng,  perhaps,  I  (hould  (hare  the 
glory  of  a  victory  which  you  had  al- 
ready (ecured.  Whatever  pur  inten- 
tion-was, mim  is  always  to  comply  with 
^our  reqiielVs;  and  I  very  readily  enter 
the  liOs,  when  I  am  at  once  to  combat 
in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  on  tiie  lide  of 
my  friend. 

It  is  not  neceflfary,  I  think,  in  order 
to  eilablifh  the  credibility  of  a  particu- 
lar Providence,  to  deduce  it  (as  your  ob- 
jedor,  I  find,  feems  to  requlic)  from 
known  and'  indifputed  fa^ls.  I  ihould 
be  exceeilingly  cauiioui  in  pointing  out 
any  fuj^pol'ed  inftandrs  of  that  kind;  as 
thofe  who  are  fond  of  indulging  them- 
^vcs  in  determining  the  pi-ecife  cafts 
wherein  thty  imagine  the  immediate  in- 
terpofition  of  the  Divinityisdil'coverahlc, 
often  run  into  the  weakelt  and  moft  in- 
jurious fuperftittons.  It  is  inipufTihle  in- 
deed, unlets  wc  wen*  capable  of  looking 
through  the  whole  chain  of  things,  and 
of  viewing  each  ttfeO.  in  it's  remote  con- 
rii6tioiis  and  final  iffues,  to  pronounce 
tfif  any  contingency,  that  it  is  abiblutely 
and  m  it's  ultimate  tendencies  either 
good  or  bad.  Tbai  can  only  be  known 
by  the  great  Author  of  naturc,,who  com - 
iireheims  the  full  extent  of  our  total  ex- 
iftence,  and  lees  the  influence  which  every 
particular  circumllance  will  have  in  the 
general  fum  of  our  happinefs.  But 
.  tbovgh  the  peculiar  points  of  divine  tn- 
terpofition  are  thus  necrfiuily,  and  from 
the  natural  imperfedion  of  oiir  difcern- 
fog  faculties,  extremely  dubious)  ^et  it 
ran  by  no  means  from  thence  be  juftly 
aB^erred,  that  the  do^lrine  «f  a  parttcu- 
lai  FffDvideaceis  either  ^rronndleu  or  ab- 
Atfd ;  ihegencrid  principle  may  be  tnie« 
')  U^  MpfUcMiioa  Qt  it  to  aay  give  a 
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purpofc  be  involved  in  very  inextriabh 
difiiculties. 

The  notion,  tlut  the  material  woili 
is  governed  by  general  mechanical  lawi, 
has  induced  your  friend  to  irgue,  Tint 
it  is  probable  the  Deity  fhouldaA  by  the 
iame  rule  of  conduct  m  the  inteUe&ial| 
and  leave  moral  agents  entirely  to  tbofe 
confequences  which  neceilarily  refult 
from  the  particular  exercife  of  their  ori- 
ginal powers.  But  this  hypotlieiis  takes 
a  quettion  for  granted,  which  requiprs 
much  proof  before  it  can  t>e  admitted. 
The  grand  principle  which  prefenrcttlttt 
f^^ttcm  of  the  univerfe  in  all  it's  hanno- 
niout  order,  is  gnvity,  or^that  projxrty 
by  which  all  the  particles  of  matter  mu* 
tually  tend  to  each  other.  Now  thii  ti 
a  power  which,  it  is  aknowledged,  doei 
not  effentially  irfide  in-  nuttter,  bat  fflufl 
be  ultimately  derived  from  the  a^HoD  d 
fome  immaterial  caufe.  Why  thcreffvc 
may  it  not  reafonably  be  fuppofedtohc 
the  effe£l  of  the  divme  agency,  iniiDe< 
diately  and  conltrinrly  operating  forthi 
prefervation  of  this  wonderful  machine 
of  nature  P  Ceriaiq,-  at  Irait,  it  is,  tkt 
the  explication  which  Sir  lUac  Nrartoi 
has  endeavoured  to  give  of  this  wonder 
ful  phenomenon,  by  means  of  his  iubti 
ether,  has  not  afforded  univerfal  falis 
faction  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  Vir 
^eat  writer,  who  fccms  to  have  goue  U 
into  enquiries  of  this  abftnife  kind,  tlu 
the  numherlois  etfef^s  of  this  power  ai 
inexplicable  upon  mechanical  principle 
or  in  any  other  way  than  by  having  p 
courfe  to  a  fpiritual  agent,  who  coi 
ne^s,  moves,  and  difpo'.es  all  things  a( 
cording  to  I'nrh  methods  a*  heft  con 
port  with  his  incomprehenfible  purpofi: 
But  fuccefstul  villainy  and  opprcfli 
virtue  are  deemed,  I  perceive,  in  the  a 
count  of  your  friend,  as  powerful  ii 
ftances  to  prove,  that  the  Supreme  Beii 
remains  an  unrnterpofinj^- fpeAator 
what  la  tranfaSled  upon  this  theatre 
tht  worlds     However,    ere  this  arg 
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in  htve  m  detcnnioing  weight, 
be  proved  (which  yet, .  iui-elYy 
in  be  proved)  that  prorperous  ini* 
•as  all  thoTcadvantagea  in  reaii- 
ich  it  may  (eem  to  have  in  ap- 
e;  and  thatthofe  accidents  which 
ally  efteemed  a»  calamitie*,  do  in 
and  in  the  jiift  fcale  of  thingt, 
to  be  diftinguiflked  by  that  ap- 
n.  It  is  a  noble  faying  of  tiic 
pher  cited  by  Seneca,  That  there 
be  a  more  unhappy  man  in  the 
than  hi:  who  has  never  expcri* 
idverfity.  There  is  nothing,  per- 
in  which  mankind  are  more  apt 
It  falfe  calcubtions,  than  in  the 
both  of  their  own  happinefs  and 

others;  is  there  aie  tew,  1  he- 
fvho  have  lived  any  time  in  the 

hue  have  found  fiequent  occa- 
9  lay  with  the  poor  hunted  ftag  in 
>le,  who  was  entangled  by  thofi^ 
he  had  but  juft  liefoie  been  ad- 

:> 

fetufm  !  jui  nunc  dcmum  tntelttgo^ 
m'titrofutrir.r  qua  defpexeranif 
Undaram  quantum  luBui  bahm^rint ! 
Ph«d. 

took  back  upon  the  fentiments  of 

^,  we  Oiall  find,  the  opinion  for 

I  am  contending  has  prevailed 

he  remoteft  account  of  time.     It 

undoubtedly    have    entered    the 

as  early  as  Religion  herfelf ;  (ince 

;ittitions  of  that  kind  muft  necef- 

be  foundeil  upon  the  Aippofition 

srticular  Providence.     It  appears 

to  have  been  the  favourite  doc- 

of  fome  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied 

in  antiquity.    Xenophon  tdls  us, 

Cyrus  led  out  his  army  againft 

(Tvrians,  the  word  whicli  he  gave 

■foldiert  was,  2ET2    ITMMAXpZ 

'VMUSt  •  Jupiter  the  defender  and 

luAtr;*    and  he  reprelcnis    that 

as  attributing  fuccelV,  even  in  the 

of  the  field,  to  divine  Providence. 

,  likewife,  Timoleon  (as  the  au- 

£  his  life  afluoes  us)  helitrved  every 

of  mankind  to  be  under  the  im- 

te  iofl  uence  of  the  gods :  and  Li  vy 


II 


remarks  of  the  firft  Scipio  Africanust 
that  he  never  undertook  any  ini|poftBat 
ifiair,  either  of  private  or  public  con- 
cern, without  going  to  tbe^  Capttoi  its 
order  to  implore  the  affiftance  of  Jupu 
ter.  Balbui  the  Stoic,  in  the  dialugve 
on  the  nature  of  the  gods,  exprefsly  de- 
chrea  for  a  particular  providence  :  and 
Cicero  himfelf ,  in  one  of  his  orations* 
imputes  that  fuperior  glory  which  at- 
tended the  Roman  nation,  fingly  to  this 
animating)  perfuafion.  But  none  of  the 
antients  Mem  to  have  had  a  ftrooger  im- 
predion  of  this  truth  upon  their  minds, 
than  the  immortal  Homer.  Every  page  ia 
the  works  of  that  divine  poet  wiU  fur- 
nifti  proofs  of  this  obfervation.  I  can- 
not however  forbear  mentioning;  one  or 
two  remarkable  inftancea,  which  juft 
now  occur  to  me.  When  the  Creciaa 
chiefs  caft  lots  which  of  them  ihould  ac- 
cept the  challenge  of  HeAor,  the  poet 
defcribes  the  army  as  lifting  up  itncir 
eyes  and  hands  to  heaven,  ami  (■>pl^« 
ing  the  srods  that  they  would  direa  the 
lot  to  fall  on  one  of  their  moft  diftin- 
guiflied heroes: 

OiiriQ  iiTi0-xiy,  i)  an  iic  ir^«*0vivpw* 
II  »vr»  B«0>(XqA  voKuxj^ou  lla»w«c*> 

So  likewife  Antenor  propoles  to  ths 
Trojana  the  reftitution  of  Helen,  as  hav- 
ing; no  hopes,  he  tells  then,  that  aiif 
thmg  would  fucceed  with  them  after 
tbey^had  broken  the  faith  of  treatieat 

VW  dfKM  VIC* 

And  indeed  Homer  hardly  ever  maket 
his  heroes  fucceed  (as  his  excellent 
tran (later  juftly  obferves)  unlefs  they 
have  firft  offered  a  prayer  to  Heaven. 

*  He  is  perpetually,*  (ays  Mr.  Pope, 

*  acknowledging  the  hand  of  God  in  all 
<  events,  andafcribing  to  that  alone  all 

*  the  vi^ories,  triumphs,  reward*,  or 


*  The  people  pray  with  lifVed  eyes  and  hands, 
And  vows  like  thofe  tfcend  from  all  thebands-* 

*  Grant,  thou  Almighty,  in  whofe  band  is  fate, 

•  A  worthy  champion  for  the  Grcdan  ftates 
<  Tbii  taflc  Kt  Ajn  orTydidet  prove, 

«  Or  ha,  the  kiag  of  king^,  beUv'd  of  Jova.*     Pof  i. 


f  The  tics  of  Oith,  the  fworn  tniaaca  brak«| 
Chir  imp'mut  hactlei  the  jtift  |oda  yowotai 


V«im^ 


It 
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'  imnifluBaiU  of  men.  Thegrmd  mo- 

*  ttl  Mi  AMm  at  the  entrmnce  of  hiA 

*  vomOf  "  A<K  >*  mxi(iT»  tftrxvy  72ir 
^niOl  f  G9d  VHU  fmlfiMr  runt 

*  f3bnmik  kit  whole  work,  and  itf  with 
t*a  flioft  remarkable  care  and  conduf^y 
t  pitinio  themouthtof  hit  greateftand 
t  wifeft  perlona  on  every  occasion.* 

Upon  the  wholet  Clytander,  we  may 
fafely  affert,  that  the  belief  of  a  particu- 
lar Providence  it  founded  upon  fuch  pro- 
bable realbot  at  may  wen  juftify  our 
aflent*  It  would  fcarce,  therefore,  be 
wife  to  renounce  an  opinion»  which  af- 
fords fo  firm  a  fupport  to  the  foul  in 
thofefbafont  wherem  (he.ftandi  moft  in 
need  of  affiftance,  merely  hecaufe  it  it 
not  poffibk^  in  queftiont  of  this  kind,  to 
fidve  every  difficulty  whSth  attends 
them.  If  it  be  highly  confonant  to  our 
general  notions  of  the  benevolence  of  the 
Deity  (as  hiffhiy  confonant  it  furely  is) 
that  he  (houid  not  leave  fo  impotent  a 
creatuve  at  man,  to  the  fingle  guidance 


of  bit  own  jmcanoiit  net 
#ould  abanmi  a  belief  lb 
mot  enlivening  conlbladony 
ance  with  thofe  metaphyfical 
which  are  ufually  calculatai 
filence,  than  to  (atis^  an  I 
quirer  after  truth?  Who  inc 
wiQi  to  be  convinced,  that  he 
guarded  by  that  heavenly  fh 
can  proteQ  him  again  ft  all 
of  an  injuriout  and  oialevol 
The  truth  is,  the  belief  of  : 
providence  is  the  moft  anii 
Alafion  that  the  mind  of  m: 
brace:  it  gives  ftrength  to 
and  firmnefs  to  our  reiblubo 
dues  the  inlblence  of  profj 
draws  out  the  fting  of  afflie 
word»  it  is  like  the  golden 
which  VirgiPs  hero  was  dii 
affords  the  only  (ecure  paflTp 
the  regions  of  darknefs  and 
I  am^  &< 


LETTER    IX. 

TO  TIMOCLBA. 


IT  It  With  wonderful  fatisfaaion  I 
find  vou  are  grown  fuch  an  adept  in 
tbeoocult  ant|  and  that  ^bu  take  a  laud- 
ably pleafure  in  the  antient  and  inseni- 
ous  ftudyof  making  and  (olvingRiodles. 
It  is  a  (ciettcey  undoubtedly,  of  moft 
necdSary  acquirement,  and  defcrves  to 
make  t  part  in  the  education  of  both 
fexes.  Thofe  of  yours  may  by  this 
means  very  innocently  indulge  their 
ufual  curiofity  of  difcovering  and  dif- 
dofing  a  fecretj  whilft  fuch  amongft 
ours  who  have  a  turn  for  deep  fpecuia- 
tions,  and  are  fond  of  puazlinf  them- 
felves  and  others,  may  exercile  their  fa- 
culties this  way  with  much  private  fa- 
risfadion,  and  without  the  leaft  difturb- 
ance  to  the  public .  It  is  an  art,  indeed, 
which  I  would  recommend  to  the  eii- 
eonragement  of  both  the  univerfitics,  as 
Ir  aifordt  the  ealieft  and  (horteft  method 
of  conveying;  fome  of  the  moft  afefui 
principlet  otlogic,  and  migbt  thereCare 
be  introduced  as  a  vei-y  proper  fubftitute 
in  the  room  of  thofe  dr^  iyftems,  which 
are  at  pttfent  in  vogue  in  thofe  placet  of 
education.  For,  at  it  conSfta  in  dilcD- 
vering  truth  under  boecowtd^  aypear- 
^ncesj  Si  might  pnta  of  woaimhu  ad- 


vantage  in  every  branch  of  U 
habituating  the  mind  to  fep: 
rei^n  ideas,  and  confequend; 
it  from  that  grand  fource  oi 
being  deceived  by  falfe  conn 
ihoit,  Timoclea,  this  youi 
fcicBce  contains  the  fum  of 
policy;  and  as  there  is  no  paiF 
the  world  without '  fometin 
with  fools  and  knaves,  who 
chufe  to  be  matter  of  the 
art,  in  order,  on  proper  occa 
able  to  lead  afide  craft  and  ii 
from  .their  aim,  by  the  conv 
fice  of  a  prudent  difguife  > 
maaim  or  a  very  wife  princ 
who  knows  not  how  to  diflen 
not  how  to  reign :  and  I  defin 
receive  it  as  mine.  That  he 
not  how  to  riddle,  knows 
live. 

But  beiidts  the  general  u 
this  art,  it  will  have  a  far 
mcndation  to  all  true  adnir 
quitv,  as  being  praAiM  I 
considerable  pm)nagea  of  < 
It  it  almoft  thrae  tboufanc 
finfet  Samfon  pcofwlbd  hit  i 
dU  fe  waU  knowai  tbM|{i 
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otti  IflT  antieat  Jeamfng  muft  forgive 
iw,  if  in  thia  aitick  1  attribote  the  fu- 
pjority  to  the  modems  r  for  if  we  may 
jndfli  of  the  Ikill  of  the  fbrmer  in  this 
ponMind  art  by  that  remarkable  fpeci- 
BM1  of  it»  the  geniufes  of  thoic  early 
m  were  by  no  meant  equal  to  thoTe 
vaich  our  timei  have  produced.  But, 
Hafiriend  of  mine  hat  li|tely  finiftied, 
ind  iatendt  very  ihortly  to  puMifti,  a 
Bwft  curioiu  work  in  folio,  wherein  he 
In  fully  proved  that  imuortant  point,  I 
win  not  anticipate  the  pieafure  you  will 
ncdre  by  penifing  his  ingenious  per- 
femiice.  In  the  mean  while  let  it  be 
nnembered  to  the  ironnortal  glorv  of 
dM  art,  that  the  wlfeA  man,  as  well  as 
tbegreateft  prince  that  ever  lived,  is  faid 
to  have  amufed  himfclf  and  a  neigh - 
Waring  monarch  in  trying  the  ftrength 
sfoch  other's  talents  in  this  way;  fe- 
voal  riddles,  it  feemsi  having  palTed 
between  Solomon  and  Hiram,  upon 
CQodicion  that  he  who  failed  in  the  fo- 
lition  fliould  incur  a  certain  penalty.  It 
it  recorded  likewife  of  the  great  father 
■  of poetiy,  even  the  divine  Homer  him- 
ftlfi  that  he  had  a  tafte  of  this  fort;  and 
ve  are  told  by  a  Greek  writer  of  his  life, 
tkat  he  died  with  vexation  for  not  being 
ibletodifcover  ariddle,  which  was  pro- 
poled  to  him  by  fome  filhermen  at  a  cer- 
taio  idand  called  Jo. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  indeed,  that 
Ac  antients  in  general  were  Inch  ad- 
BMcrs  of  this  art,  as  to  inlcribe  riddles 
DpQD  their  tomb-ftones,  and  that,  not 
wisfied  with  pu ailing  the  world  in  their 
lift-tiaie,  they  bequeathed  enigmatical 
Imcics  to  the  public  after  their  deceafe. 
My  coDJcAure  is  founded  upon  an  an- 


tient  infcription,  which  I  will  vroture  to 
quote  to  you,  though  it  is  m  Latin,  at 
your  friend  and  neighbour  the  antiqua- 
rian will,  I  am  perfiiaded,  be  very  glad 
of  obliging  you  with  a  differtation  upon 
it.  Be  pleafed  then  to  alk  him,  whether 
he  does  not  think  that  tlie  following  in- 
fcription favours  my  fentimentt**- 

VIATOSai.  Of  TIMI* 

Hii.  wvGii.  CftYrHii.  AMBACiavsva* 

Mill.  COItDONARI.  roSClMVS. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that 
it  was  one  of  the  great  entertainments  of 
the  paftoral  life,  and  therefore,  if  for  iio 
other  reafon,  highly  deferving  the  atten- 
tion of  our  mMern  Arcadians.  Yoa 
remember,  I  dare  fay,  the  riddle  which 
the  (hepherd  Dametas  propofes  to  Ms- 
nalcas  in  Dryden*s  Virgil-* 

Say  where  the  round  of  heav'o,  which  all 

cuntaini. 
To  three  ihort  ells  on  earth  our  fight 

ftrains  i 
Tell  That,  and  rife  a  Phorbui  for  thy  pauis< 

This  snigroa,  which  has  exerciled  the 
guefles  of  many  a  learned  critic,  remaina 
yet  unexplained  t  which  I  mention,  not 
only  as  an  inftance  of  the  woiklerful  pe- 
netration which  is  neceflary  to  render  a 
man  a  compleat  adept  in  this  moft  noble 
Icience,  but  as  an  incitement  to  you  to 
employ  your  ikill  in  attempting  the  Ab- 
lution. And  now,  Timoclea,  what  will 
your  grave  friend  fay,  who  reproached 
you,  it  Teems,  for  your  rivldling  genius, 
when  he  (hall  find  jrou  are  thus  able  to 
defend  your  favourite  ftudy  by  the  lofty 
examples  of  kings*  commentators,  and 
poets  >    I  am,  5rc. 


"1 


LETTER    X. 


TO    PHIDIPPUS. 


HARDLY,  1  imagine,  were  you 
in  earneft,  whep  you  required  my 
thoughts  upon  FriendOiipa  for,  to  give 
you  the  trueft  idea  of  that  generous  in- 
tercourie,  may  I  not  iultly  refer  you 
back  to  theftntiments  of  your  own  heart? 
I  am  furc,  at  leaii,  I  have  learned  to  im- 
provt  my  own  notions  of  that  refined  af- 
teflion,  by  thofe  inftances  which  I  have 
oblcrved  in  yourfelf;  as  it  is  from  thence 
I  have  received  the  clearetl  conviilion, 
that  it  dehve#  all  ir*$  ilrength  and  iiabi* 
lityfnm  virtue  indgood-ftnCc. 


There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  quality  more 
uncommon  in  the  world,  than  that  which 
is  nereffary  to  form  a  man  for  this  refined 
commerce:  for  however  fQciablenefs  may 
be  eflerined  a  juft  chara^leriftic  of  our 
fpecies ;  friendHnefs^  I  am  perfuadedp  ■ 
will  fcarce  be  found  to  enter  into  it*8 
general  definition*  The  qualifications 
requifite  to  fupport  and  conduA  friend- 
fhip  in  all  it*s  ftrength  and  extent,  do 
not  feem  to  be  fuificicQtUd\^^Ct4^9m«v^^ 
the  human  tact,  to  Ttivdet  ^m  ^\wt  ^- 
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generofity  tfid  good-fcnO!  ihoirid  be  al- 
lowed  (what  they  never  can  be  allowed) 
univerially  to  prevail.  On  the  contrary* 
how  few  are  in  poflcdion  of  thofe  mhi 
unliable  of  endowments?  how  few  are 
capable  of  that  noble  elevation  of  mind, 
which  raifea  a  man  above  thofe  httle  jea-  / 
louiies  and  rival(hips  that  (hoot  up  in  the 
paths  of  common  amities? 

We  (hould  not,  indeed,  fo  often  hear 
Complaints  of  the  inconftancy  and  falfe- 
nefs  of  friends,  if  the  world  in  general 
wtert  more  cautious  than  they  ufually 
aiCb  in  forming  connections  of  this  kind  •  ■ 
But  the  misfortune  is,  our  friendships  ai« 
apt  to  be  too  forwani,  and  thus  either 
fill  off  in  the  bloflbm,  or  never  anive  at 
jttft  inaturity ,  It  is  an  excellent  piece  of 
advice,  therefore,  that  the  poet  Mattial 
gives  upon  this  occafion— 

Tk  tantum  infftee  qui  novxu  faratur, 
An  ff.Jjit  fieri  yt^u&fdalh* 

Were  I  to  make  trial  of  anv  perfon's 
qua  1  ideations  for  an  union  of  fo  much 
delicacy,  there  is  no  part  of  his  condufl 
I  would  fooner  (ingle  out,  than  to  ob- 
iervt  him  in  his  refentment^.  And  this, 
not  upon  the  maxinf  frrquei^tly  ad- 
vanced, That  the  beft  i'riends  make  the 
biitere(i  enemies;  but  on  the  contrary, 
becaufe  I  am  ptrfunded,  thnt  he  who  is 
capable  of  being  a  bitter  enemy,  can  ne- 
ver poflTtls  the  ncceflaiy  virtues  that 
confhruie  a  true  friend.  For  mufl  he 
not  wjnt  gcnerofity  (that  molt  eCfen- 
tinl  piincipl%  of  an  amicable  combina- 
tion) who  cnn  be  fo  mean  as  to  indiilt^e 
a  fpirit  of  fettled  revenge,  and  coolly  tri- 
\miph  in  the  opprelTion  of  an  adverfary? 
AccoiMinpJy  there  is  no  circumlbnce  in 
the  chancer  of  the  excellmt  Agricola, 
that  gK'fs  me  a  h'tghernotion  of  thetriie 
bcroiiin  ot  his  mind, than  what  the  hillo- 
rian  of  his  life  nwntions  concerning 
his  conduct  in  this  particular  indancc. 
£x  iracund'rn^  lays  T«citus,  nihil 
fupererat :  ficrtium  et  JUcntium  ejus  non 
timeres.  His  elev^ited  fpirit  was  to3 
gre-t  to  fuffcr  his  refcniment  to  fiirvivi; 
the  occafipn  of  jtj  and  thofe  who  pro- 
voiced  his  indign:^tion,  had  nothing  to 
ayprcbehd  from   the  fecrtt  and  meqt 


workings  of  unej^ttnguiihed  r 
the  praSice,  it  mu  ft  be  ownec 
J  might  have  (aid,  the  princi 
the  world  runs  ftrongly  on  thi 
contrary  difpoiition;  and  thui 
fition  to  that  generous  fentim 
admired  orator,  which  I  hai 
heard  you  quote  with  app 
frieiKl(hips  are  mortal,  whili 
enmities  only  that  never  die. 

But  though  judgment  muft 
materiili  ot  this  goodly  ftni 
affection  that  gives  the  cemen 
iion  as  well  as  reafon  fliould 
forming  a  (irm  and  lading 
Hence,  perhaps,  it  is,  that  n« 
mod  powerful  but  ^emoft  laA 
ihips  are  ufuatly  the  produce  < 
feaibn  of  our  live^,  when  w 
fufceptiblc  of  the  warm  and  : 
imprtffions.  Theconr.eftion?* 
we  enter  in  any  after- period, 
Ih-ength  as  our  paflions  aba 
and  there  is  not,  I  believe,  a 
(tar.ce  of  a  vigorous  friend  (hi 
thuck  root  in  a  bofom  chillec 
How  irretrievable  then  is  t 
thofe  beft  and  faireft  acqui(jti 
youth  ?  Seneca,  taking  notit 
guftus  Caefar's  lamenting,  u] 
tain  occafion,  the  death  ot 
and  Agri^ipa,  obferves,  that 
could  infl.mt'v -repair  the  de( 
whole  fleets  nnd  armies,  and 
after  a  general  conflagration, 
her  a(he«  even  with  more  lufti 
foi-ej  was  yet  unable,  durir 
life,  to  (ill  up  thole  iafting  vi 
his  friendihip;  a  rcHeflion, 
minds  mc  of  renewing  my  fo 
that  you  would  be  more  cauti 
zarding  a  life  which  1  have  lb 
fons  to  love  and  honour.  Foi 
an  accident  of  the  fiime  kind 
rate  (and  what  other  acciden 
rale)  the  happy  union  >A'hich  1 
fublifted  heiwern  us,  \'  here 
irieve  fo  fevere  a  lofs?  I  am 
difpofed  to  enter  into  new  habi 
extend  the  little  circle  of  r 
fliips:  happy  if  I  may  but 
firm  and  imbrolcen  lo  the  cl 
mem  of  my  life  t    Adieu.     I 
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LETTER/  XI. 


TO  UOKTEM51V5. 


^       «S 


IF  my  thing  couUl  leapt  tne  to  rca-l 
the  Latin  po«m  you  mention^  it  wouid 
be  your  recommendation.    But  ihall  I 
vntuKto  own,  that  1  have  no  talie  for 
modem   compofitions    of   that    kind? 
There  is  one  ^prejudice  which  alwayi 
KmMM  with   me  againft  them,    and 
whicb  I  have  never  yt-t  found  caufe  to 
moQBce:  no  true  genius,   I  am  per- 
fiudcd,  would  fubmit  to  write  any  cun- 
fiderable  poem  in  a  dead  language.     A 
poet  who  glows  with  the  genuine  fire  of 
a  waim  and  lively  imagination,    will 
find  the  copioufnets  of  his  own  native 
Eoglifli  fcarce  fufiicient  to  convey  his 
ideas  in  all  their  (trength  and  energy. 
The  iBoft  comprehenfive  language  fmks 
under  the  weight  of  great  conceptions; 
lad  h  pregnant  imagination  difdains  to 
ftint  the  natural  growth  of  her  thoughts 
to  the  confined  ftandard  of  claffical  ex- 
prdRon.     An  ordinary  genius,  indeed, 
may  be  humbly  contented  to  purfue 
words  thiough  indexes  and  dictionaries, 
and  tamely  borrow  phrafes  from  Horace 
and  Virgil;  hut  could  the  elevated  in- 
vention of  Milton,  or  the  brilliant  fenfe 
of  Pope,  have  inglorioufiy  fubuiitted  to 
k»wer  the  force  and  majcfty  of  .the  moft 
eialted  and  nervous  fentiment&,  to  the 
(caniy  meailire  of  the  Roman  dialed  ? 
For  copioufnefs  is  by  no  means  in  the 
number  of  thofe.  ad  vantages  which  at- 
tend the  Latin  language,    as  many  of 
the  antients  have  both  cunfeflrd  and  la- 
nentcd.     Thus  Lucretius  and  Seneca 
complain  of  it's  deficiency  with  rcfpc£l 
to  fubje<6ls  of  philofo^hy  ;  as  Pliny  the 
younger  owns  he  found  it  incapable  of 
nuTfi/hiog  kim  with  proper  terms,  in 
compofitions  of  wit  and  humour.     But 
if  the  Romans  themielvcs  found  their 
,  hu^u9ge  thus  penurious,  in  it's  entire 
and  naofi  ample  lupplics  ;   how  much 
more  contraoeil  muft  it  be  to  us,  who 
art  only  in  poifciRon  of  it's  broken  and 
fcattertKl  remains  ? 

To  fay  truth,  I  have  obfcrveil  in  mofl 
of  the  modem  Latin  poems  which  I  have 
iccidentally  run  over,  a  remarkable  bar- 
rennefs  of  fentimeiit,  and  have  gcne- 
nlly  found  the  poet'  demded  into  the 
jmrodUi.    It  is  ui'ually  tfic  Jittlc  dcsdeis 


on  PamilTiK,  who  ^ave  not  a  Aifficient 
ftock  of  gcnitt*  to  hunch  out  into  i  more 
enlargetl  commerce  with  the  Mufes,  that 
hawk  about  thefe  claffical  gleaiTings. 
The  flyle  of  thefe  perfoni\ances  a^^^^Tf 
puts  me,  in  mind  of  Harlequin*s  fnun» 
which  he  colle^ed  by  borrowing  a  pinch 
out  of  every  man's  box  he  could  meet, 
and  then  retailed  it  to  his  cuflomers  un- 
der the  pompous  title  of  tabac  de  miUe 
fiettrs.  Haifa  line  from  Virgil  or  Lu- 
cretius, pieced  out  with  a  bit  from  Ho- 
race or  Juvenal,  is  generally  the  motley 
mixture  which  enters  into  compofitions 
of  this  fort.  On-*' may  apply  to  thefe 
jack -daw  poets  witli  their  Itolen  feathers^ 
what  Manial  fays  to  a  contemporary 
plagiariil— 

Stat  contra  d'lcitque  t'lb'i  tua paginal  Fur  er» 

This  kind  of  theft,  indeed,  every  man 
muft  neceffarily  commit,  who  fets  up  for 
a  poet  in  a  dead  language.  For,  to  ex- 
prcfs  himfclf  with  propriety,  he  muft  not 
only  be  fure  that  tvery  fitgle  word  which 
he  ufes,  is  authorizevl  by  the  beft  writers; 
but  he  muft  not  even  venture  to  throw 
them  out  of  that  particular  combination 
in  which  he  finds  them  connected t  other- 
wife  he  may  run  into  the  moft  barbarous 
folecifms.  To  explain  my  meaning  b/ 
an  inftance  from  modein  language i  the 
Fi-ench  words  arene  and  rii;^,  are  both 
to  be  met  with  in  their  approved  authors^ 
and  yet  if  a  foreigner,  unacquaintoi 
with  the  niceties  of  that  language,  fhould 
take  the  liberty  of  bringing  thofe  two 
words  together  as  in  the  following  verfc* 

Sur  la  rive  du  fruve  amajfant  de  Parens i 

he  would  be  cxpofcd  to  the  ridicule,  not 
only  of  (he  critics,  hut  of  the  moft  ordi-  ' 
nary  mechanic  in  Paris.  For  the  idiom 
ot'tbc  French  tongue  will  not  admit  of 
the  expieffionyirr  la  ri've  duflewue^  but 
requires  the  phrafc  fur  It  borddela  ri^ 
*viere;  as  they  never  fay,  amafir  dt  /* 
arent^  but  dufabU,  The  fame  obfcrva- 
tion  may  be  extended  to  all  languaget 
whether  living  or  dead .  But  as  no  rca- 
fonm^  'from   anaho^y  can  he  of  cbt 
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m  modern  Latin  poet  his  110  other  me- 
thod of  being  fure  of  avoiding  abfnrdi- 
tiet  of  this  kind,  than  to  take  whole 
phrafes  as  he  finds  them  formed  to  his 
nands.  Thus,  inftead  of  accommodat- 
ing his  expreflion  to  his  fentiment,  (if 
any  he  fikould  have)  he  mud  nKceflarily 
1>end  hii  fentiment  to  his  exprefllony  as 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  ftrike  out  into  that 
boldnefs  of  ftyle,  and  thofe  unexpeAed 
combinations  of  words,  which  ^ve  fuch 
grace  and  energy  to  the  thoughts  of  eve- 
ry true  genius.  True  genius,  indeed, 
is  as  much  difcovered  by  ftyle,  as  by 
any  other  diltin6tion;  and  every  eminent 
writer,  without  indulging  any  unwar- 
ranted licences,  has  a  language  which 
he  derives  from  himfelf,  and  which  is 
peculiarly  and  literally  his  own. 


I  would  recommend  therefore  to  the(e 
empty  echoes  of  the  antients,  which  owe 
their  voice  to  the  ruins  of  Rome,  die 
advice  of  an  old  philofopher  to  an  aficA« 
ed  orator  of  his  times  t  Five  moribat 
pr^teriHSf  faid  he^  ioquert  *0€rbis  fr^i* 
fenttbus.  Let  tbefe  poets  form  tbdr 
condu^ly  if  tliey  picaie,  by  the  roanaeif 
of  the  antients ;  but  if  they  would  jmsit 
their  genius,  it  muft  be  by  the  bngnage 
of  the  modems.  I  would  not,  boiv-' . 
ever,  have  you  imagine,  that  I  exclude 
ail  merit  from  a  qualification  of  this 
kind.  To  be  (killed  in  the  roecbaniJin 
of  Latin  verfe,  is  a  talent,  I  cbiifeTsp 
extremely  worthy  of  a  pedagogues  ^  >< 
is  an  exercile  of  Hngular  advantage  10 
his  pupils.    Adieu.    Iam,&c. 


LETTER    XIL 


TO   AMASIA. 


IF  good  manners  will  not  juftify  my 
long  fiteoce,  policy  at  leaft  will :  and 
you  mul(  confei's  there  is  fome  prudence 
in  not  owning  a  debt  one  is  incapable 
of  pying.  I  have  the  mortification,  in- 
deed, to  find  myl'elf  engaged  in  a  com- 
met  ee  which  I  have  not  a  fufficient  fund 
to  fupport;  though. I  muft  add,  at  the 
hmt  time,  if  you  cxpeA  an  equal  re- 
turn of  emertainment  for  that  which 
your  letters  affoid,  I  know  not  where 
you  will  find  a  correfpondent.  You  will 
fcarcely  at  lenll  look  for  him  in  the  de- 
fart,  or  hope  for  any  thing  very  lively 
ftom  a  man  who  is  obliged  to  feek  his 
<ompaniuns  among  the  dead.  You  who 
dwell  m  a  land  flowing  with  mirth  and 
good  humour,  meet  with  mnny  a  gal- 
lant occurrence  worthy  of  record  :  but 
what^an  a  village  prodncc,  which  is 
more  famous  for  repote  than  for  a^lion* 
.  and  is  fb  much  bc-hind  the  manners  of 
the  pi-cffnt  ag*^,  as  frarcr  to  have  got 
out  of  the  finiplicity  of  the  firft  ?  The 
iitrnoit  of  our  humour  rifts  no  higher 
rhnn  punch  \  an  J  all  that  we  know  of 
Alfemblies,  i^  once  a  year  rounil  our 
May-pole.  Thu^  unqu  jlifieJ,  as  I  am, 
to  contribute  to  jour  amufemcnt,  I  am 
a<  much  at  a  iofs  to  fupply  my  c-ivn^ 
and  am  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  a 
f  houfand  ftratagcms  to  help  me  off  with 
rhofe  lingering  hours,  which  run   ib 


yutrg,  1744. 
always,  yon  know,  be  playing  at  pufh- 
pin,  I  fonietimes  emptny  myfelf  with, 
a  lefs  philofophical  diverfion;  and  either 
pui  fue  butterflies,  or  hunt  rhymes,  as  the 
weather  and  the  feafons  permit.  This 
morning  not  proving  very  favourable  to 
mv  fports  of  the  field,  I  contented  my- 
felf with  thofe  under  covert ;  and  as  I 
am  not  at  prefent  fupplied  with  any 
thing  better  tor  your  entertainment,  will 
you  fufFer  me  to  fet  befoie  you  ibme  of 
my  game? 

A    TALE. 

g  R  E  Satum^s  font  wtre  jet  Jifgrac*d» 
And  heathen  gods  were  aJl  the  ta(}c» 
Full  ott  (we  read)  'twas  Jove'i  high  will 
To  take  the  air  on  Ida's  hill. 
It  chanc*d,  as  once,  with  ferious  ken. 
He  viewed  from  thcnte  the  ways  of  men. 
He  Taw  (and  pity  touched  his  breaft) 
The  world  by  three  foul  fiends  pofTell. 
Pale  Difcord  thrrc,  and  Folly  vain, 
Wi  h  haggard  Vice,  upheld  their  reign. 
Then  forth  he  fent  his  fummons  high. 
And  caird  a  fenate  of  the  fky. 
Round  as  the  winged  orders  preft, 
Jove  thus  his  facred  mind  expreft-* 
«  Say,  which  of  all  this  fhining  train 
«  Will  Virtue's  confiift  hard  fuilain  ? 
«  For  fee  !  (he  drooping  takes  her  flight, 
•  While  DOC  a  god  fupports  her  right.* 
H:  paus'd-^when,  from  amidft  the  iky, 
Witi  InnoccBMy  and  Hatmot^^, 
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Uted  teal  tnte, 

^raott  to  oppofe, 

c  fcom  the  icaJms  of  daj» 

Qt  (pttd,  they  lopk  their  way  i 

i  ifle  dircA  their  car* 

with  the  ev*ning  Oar. 

i  road  a  manfion  flood  y 

a  circling  wood. 

ais*dy  their  ilep«  they  bendy 

nrchancey  to  And  a  friend. 

ejr  hope  j  for  rccordi  fay 

r  from  thence  was  tiim*d  away. 

bc^  trav*ller*9  common  chance, 

tteons  plea  ac^varice. 

ale  that  Wit  had  feignM, 

eafy  foon  obtained. 

;wboown'd,  adoni*d  theplKe^ 

ling  daoghters  added  grace. 

ith  genticft  manners  bleft 

fwcer,  each  heart poflfeft: 

her,  catchd  the  tender  flame, 

nafia  was  her  name. 

fenfe  and  polifli^d  air, 

with  Mira  might  compare  ? 

i*a  eyes,  and  Lucia's  lyre, 

sd  lore  infpire. 

low  the  ubie  clear, 

n  ev*ry  face  appear  } 

le  tale,  the  jeft,  went  round, 

ark,  the  trick  profound* 

dmiring  and  admired, 

id  guei^s  at  length  retir'd , 

thus  fpake  her  filler- train-^ 

mds,  our  errand  it  but  vain. 


*  Quick  let  iia  aeafoie  back  the  flcy ;      ^ 

*  Thefe  nympbi  alon«  may  well  lupply      > 

*  Wity  Innooeoce,  and  Haraoay.*  3 

You  fee  to  whtt  expedient  lblitu<le  ba» 
reduced  me,  when  I  am  thus  forced  x» 
firing  rhymes,  as  boys  do  birds  eggs,  hi 
order  to  while  away  my  1  Jle  hours.  But 
a  gayer  fceneis,  I.truft,  approachiiigi 
and  the  day  will  (hcirt]y«  I  hope,  arrive^ 
when  I  fhMlonly  complain  that  it  ftealt 
away  too  faft.  It  is  not  from  any  im- 
proTemcnt  in  the  objects  which  furround 
me,  that  I  expeA  this  wondrous  change^^ 
nor  yet  that  a  longer  familiarity  wfU 
render  them  more  agreeable.  It  is  from 
a  promiie  I  received,  that  Amaiia  will 
viGt  the  hermit  in  his  cell,  and  difpeife 
the  gloom  of  a  folitaire  by  the  chearfuU 
ncfs  of  her  con?erfatioa.  What  induce- 
ments (hall  I  mention  to  prevail  with 
you  to  hailen  that  day  f  Shall  I  tdi  ymi, 
that  I  have  a  bower  over-arched  wnh 
jeflfamine  ?  that  I  have  an  9ak  which  is 
the  favourite  haunt  of  a  dr)'ad  ?  that  I 
have  a  plantation,  which  ilotiriflies  with 
all  the  verdure  of  May,  in  the  midft  of 
all  the  cold  of  December  ?  Or,  may  I 
not  hope  that  I  have  fomething  ftili  more 
prevailing  with  you  than  all  thefe,  as  I 
can  with  truth  aflure  you,  that  I  have  a 
heart  which  is  faithfully  yours,  &c. 


LETTER  XIII. 


TO   PItlLOTES. 


I G  all  the  advantages  which 
I  friend  (hip,  there  is  not  one 
bk  than  the  liberty  it  admiu 
pen  the  various  affe^ions  of 
,  m'ithout  referve  or  difguife. 
omcthing  in  difdodng  to  a 
occafional  emotions  of  oiie's 

wonderfully  contributes  to 
Uaj  it's  perturbations,  in  all 
m(ive  or  anxious  moments, 
eed,  feems  to  have  cafl  us  with 
ifpofhionto  communications 
he  fame  time  it  mud  be  ac- 
I,  there  are  few  to  whom  one 
be  communicative.  Have  I 
then,  to  efteem  it  as  one  of 
•Arable  circum(bnces  of  my 

dare,  without  fcruple,  or 
wk  ahud  to  Philotes  f  It  is 
xerciie  that  happy  privilege, 
upmypettf  and  you  muAtX' 
r  m  tbii  letter  but  the  pt^ure 


of  my  heart  inoneof  iVs  fplenettc  hoart. 
There  are  certain  feafons,  perhaps,  ia 
every  man^s  Iife»  when  he  is  diilatisfied 
with  himfelf  and  everv  thinj|  around 
him,  without  beiVig  able  to  give  a  fbb- 
ilantial  reafon  for  being  fo.  At  le&ft  I 
am  unwillinff  to  think,  that  this  dark 
cloud,  which  at  prefent  hangs  over  my 
mind,  is  peculiar  to  my  conftitutiottf 
and  never  jptfhers  in  any  breaft  hut  nty  . 
own.  It  IS  much  more,  however,  my 
concern  to  diflipate  this  va)x>ur  in  my« 
felf,  than  to  difcover  that  it  fometimey 
arifes  in  others  :  as  there  is  no  difjpofi- 
tion  a  man  would  rather  endeavour  to 
cheriih,  than  a  confbnt  aptitucfe  of  be^ 
ing  pleafed.  But  my  prance  will  not 
always  credit  my  pfailolopliy  pMd  1  find 
it  much  eaiier  to  point  outnrtr  dif^pcr 
than  to  remove  it.  ACnts  il\^  \aViviQK. 
a  mortifying  coTvC\dctaX\Qfi^  ^dbast'  ^^ 
powers  ot  mfo^  (bo*o\4^\c^%  ^u-  i%p  ^ 
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than  thofe  of  matter  i  and  that  a  page  of 
Seneca  canuot  raife  the  fpirits,  when  a 
pint  of  claret  will  ^  It  might,  methinks, 
ibmcwhat  abate  the  iniblencie  of  human 
pride  to  confider,  that  it  it  but  increafmg 
or  diminiihing^  the  velocity  of  certain 
fluids  in  the  animal  machine,  io  elate  the 
ibul  with  the  gayeit  hopes,  or  fink  her  in- 
to the  deepeil  defpairj  to  deprefs  the  hero 
into  a  coward,  or  advance  the  coward  into 
a  hero.  It  is  to  fome  fuch  Vnechanical 
cauic  i  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  pre- 
.|ent  gloominefs  of  my  mind :  at  the  lame 


time  I  will  confcfs,  there  is  ( 
in  that  very  confideration  wh 
ftrength  to  the  fit,  and  renders  t 
t|ie  more  diflicult  to  throw  e\ 
tell  me,  is  it  not  a  difcourag^ 
tion  to  find  one*s  ftK/er^iU  ( 
fpeare  exprefics  it)  to  t^ftryl 
ific£^  and  the  fport  of  every  pali 
to  owe  tlte  eaifeof  one*s  mine 
to  the  diipofitioh  of  one*s  o^ 
but  almod  to  that  of  every  otl 
furrounds  us  ?    Adieu.     I  an 


LETTER  XIV. 


TO   ORONTES. 


THE  pafllkge  you  quote  is  entire] v 
in  my  fcntiments.  I  agree  both 
with  that  celebrated  author  and  yourielf, 
that  oar  Oratorv  is  by  no  means  in  a 
ftate  of  pcrfeflion;  and  though  it  has 
much  ftrcncth'  and  folidiry,  that  it  may 
yet  *be  rendered  far  more  polifhed  and 
afifefling.     The  growth,  indeed,  of  elo. 

3'  ucnce,  evdl  in  thofe  countries  where  (he 
ourilbed  moff,  has  ever  been  exceed- 
ingly flow.  Athens  had  been  in  pofTef- 
fion  of  all  the  other  polite  improvements, 
long.before  her  pretenfions  to  the  per- 
fuaSve  arts  were  in  any  degree  confidcr- 
ahlc;  as  the  eaiiiell  oi-ator  of  note  air.ong 
the  Romans  did  not  appcsir  fooncr  than 
about  a  century  before  Tully. 

That  great  mailer  of  peri'uafioii,  tak- 
ing notice  of  this  remarkable  circum- 
ilance,  affij^ns  it  as  an  evidence  of  the 
lup^oc  difficulty  of  his  favourite  art. 
{^oifibly  theix  may  be  ibme  truth  in  the 
gbl'ervation:  hut  whatever  the  cauie  be, 
^e  fa^,  I  believe.  Is  undeniable.  Ac- 
cordingly eloquence  lias  by  no  means 
uiadeequal  advances  in  our  own  eoun- 
^1),  with  her  filler  urt^.;  and  tliough  we 
have  I'ccu  fome  excellem  poets,  and  a 
few  good  painters,  riic  up  amongft  us, 
yet  I  know  not  whether  our  nation  can 
fupplv  us  with  a  fingle  orator  of  de- 
Jeiye^i  eminence.  One  cannot  but  be 
jin7>rized  at  this,  when  it  is  confidered^ 
that  we  have  a  profeflion  fet  ai)art  for 
the  purpofes  of  uerl'uafion;  and  which 
tot  only  affords. ttie  vnoft  animating  and 
intei  clhng  topics  of  rhetoric,  but  wherein 
a  taltrut  of  this  kind  would  prove  the 
iikcJitd,  puhapsy  of  any  other  to  obtain 
tJ^$0    nntsbitLa^    prizes    which    weit 


thought  to  contribute  fo  niu 
fuccefsful  progrefs  of  antient  c 

Among  the  principal  defe^ 
Englifli  oiators,  their  general 
of  harmony  has,  I  think,  beei 
oblerved.  It  would  be  injufti 
to  deny  that  we  have  fome  perJ 
of  this  kind  amonglt  us,  toler 
fical:  but  it  mud  be  acknovi 
the  fame  time,  that  it  is  more 
of  accident  than  defi^,  and 
proofof  thejK>wer  of  our  langt 
of  the  art  ot  our  orators. 

Dr.  Tillotfon,  who  is  fi^eque 
tioned  as  having  carried  this 
eloquence  to  it's  higheft  perfe^ 
to  have  h»d  no  fort  of  notion  c 
cal  numbers:  andmaylvenn 
tes,  to  add,  without  hazarding 
tation  of  an  affefled  fin&^lari 
think  no  man  had  ever  Icfs  [ 
to  genuine  oratory,  than  this 
preacher  ?  If  any  thing  coul 
flame  of  eloquence  in  uie  bn 
orator,  there  is  no'occafion  up 
one  Oiould  imagine,  it  would 
liktly  to  break  out,  than  in  c 
departed  ment:  yet  the  tw< 
which  lie  preached  upon  th< 
Mr.  Gouge  and  Dr.  Wbichi 
cold  and  languid  performance 
ever^  perhaps,  produced  upoi 
animating  hibje^V.  One  can: 
but  i-cgret,  that  he,  who  abo 
fuch  noble  and  generous  i 
flioiild  want  the  art  of  fetiin| 
with  all  the  advantage  they  de 
the  fublime  in  morals  fhould 
tended  with  i  Cwitable  elevati< 
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wds  are  frequently  iU-cboien,  and 

ihooft  ilways   ill-placed  $  his  periods 

ttt  both  tedious    and   unharmonious  j 

II  his  metaphors  are  generally  mean, 

ud  often    ridiculous.     It   were  eafy 

tD  (voduce  numberlefs  inflances  in  fup* 

fortof  this  aflertioh.    Thus  in  his  fer- 

Bon  preached  before  Queen  Anne,  when 

Ik  wu  Princefs  of  Denmiii  k,  he  talks 

vSjquexuig  a  paiable,  tbrufting  religion 

k  dmtmg  a  ftrifl  bargain  with  God, 

ftrku^fiiflt^  &c.  and  fpeaking  of  the 

day  of  judgment,  he  defcribes  the  world 

ntratkag  about  our  ears,     I  cannot 

bowrrer  but  acknowledge.  In  juftice  to 

the  oiarorica!  charafler  of  this  nioft  va- 

luabie  prelate,  that  there  is  a  noble  fim- 

plicity  in  Ibme  fe^  of  his  fermons ;  as 

his  excellent  difcourfe  on/«f  ^ri/|»  dci'trves 

to  he  mentioned  with  particubr  ap- 

lihuTe. 

fiut  to  (how  his  deficiency  in  the  ar- 
tiriel  am  confidcring  at  prelent,  the  fol- 
lowing ftriflure  will  be  fuflBcicnt,  among 
Buny  others  that  might  be  cited  to  the 
iame  purpose.  '  One  might  be  apt,* 
%i  he,  *  to  think  at  lirlt  view,  that 

*  this  parable  was  svtrdone,  and  wamt- 
<  cd  Something  of  a  due  decorum }  it 

*  being  haidlv  credible,  that  a  man,  af- 
'  Iff  be  had  oeen  fo  mercifully  and  ge- 
'  oerouily  dealt  tvitbal,  as  upon  his 
'  bumble  requelt^to  have  i'o  buge  a  debt 
'  fi)  freely  forgiven,  (houKl,  whiKl  the 

*  neiDory  of  fo  much  mercy  was  frclh 
'  Upon  him,  even  in  the  very  next  mo- 
'  ment,  ban£e  his  fellow,  fcrvant,  who 
'  had  made  the  fame  humbie  recjueft  to 
'  him  which  he  had  Jo/ie  to  his  Lord, 
'  with  fo  much  roughneis  and  cruehy, 
'  for  fo  incoufidcrable  a  fum/ 

This  whole  period  (not  to  mention 
other  objeflions  which  might  juitly  be 
tailed  againft  it)  is  unmufical  through- 
tttt}  but  the  concluding  members,  which 
ought  to  have  been  particularly  flowing, 
are  moft  miferably  loofe  and  disjointed. 
If  the  delicacy  of  TuUy's  ear  was  fo 
exc^uifitely  refined,  as  not  always  to  be 
iatitded  even  when  he  read  Dcmollhenes ; 
bow  would  it  have  been  offended  at  the 
barflincfs  and  diifonance  of  fo  unharme- 
nious  a  fcnccnce  ? 

Nothing,  perhaps,  throws  our  elo- 
quence at  a  greater  diftance  from  that  of 
the  antients,  than  this  Gothic  arrange- 
ment} as  thofe  wondeiful  effefls,  which 
ibmetinnes  anended  their  elocution,  were, 
in  all  probability,  chiefly  owing  to  their 
JkiU  m  mu/Inl  coacggfls,    U  was  by 


the  charm  of  numbers,  united  with  the 
ftrength  of  realbn^  tliat  Tully  confound* 
ed  the  audacious  Catiline,  and  filenced 
the  eloquent  Hortenfius.  It  was  thia 
that  deprived  Curio  of  all  power  of  re- 
collection, wlien  he  rofc  up  to  oppole 
that  great  mailer  of  endianting  rhetoric  t 
it  was  tliis,  in  a  word,  made  even  Cxfar 
himfelf  tremble  j  nay,  what  is  yet  mors 
extraordinary,  made  Caefar  alter  his  de-% 
termined  purpofe,  and  acquit  the  man  be 
had  refolved  to  condemn. 

You  will  not  fufpe6l  that  I  attribute 
too  much  to  the  power  of  numerous 
compofition,  when  you  recolle6l  the  in- 
dance  which  Tully  produces  of  it'i  won* 
dcrful  eifecl.  He  informs  us,  you  may 
remember,  in  one  ot  his  rhetorical  trea- 
tiles,  that  he  was  himfelf  a  witnefs  of 
it's  influence  as  Carbo  was  once  ha- 
ranguing to  the  peijpie.  Wiirn  that 
orator  pronounced  the  following  fen- 
tence,  Patris  tUilum  j'apUns,  temeritas 
filii  cdmprdoavjt^^'it  was  adonilhing, 
fays  he,  to  obfcrve  the  general  sppiaufe 
which  followed  tliat  harmouious  clofc. 
A  modern  ear,  perhaps,  would  not  be 
much  affected  u}X)n  this  occaiion;  and^ 
indeed,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
we  are  ignorant  of  th'j  art  of  pronounc- 
ing that  period  with  it's  genuine  empha- 
fis  and  cadence*  Wc  arc  certain,  how- 
ever, that  the  niufic  of  it  confiftid  in  the 
iiicborte yNith  wliich  it  is  terminated;  for 
Cicero  himfelf  allures  us,  that  if  the 
final  meafure  had  been  changed,  and  th* 
words  placed  in  a  diffei-ent  order,  thck 
wliole  effeel  would  have  been  abfo(utelf 
dcltroyed. 

This  art  was  firft  introduced  amoi^ 
the  Greeks  by  Thraf;  inacbus,  thoufh 
fome  of  the  adr^irers  of  Ifocrates  altii'  ^  - 
buted  the  invention  to  that  orator;  it' ' 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  obi'eiT»l 
by  the  Romans  till  near  the  times  of 
Tully,  and  even  then  it  was  by  ini 
means  univerfally  received.  The  antieni 
and  lefs  numerous  manner  of  competi- 
tion, had  flill  many  admirers,  who viere 
fjch  enthuiialls  to  antiquity  as  to  adint 
her  very  dcfeCls.  A  diQx^fition  of  the 
fame  kmd  may,  perhaps,  prevent  it*& 
being  received  wirti  us;  and  while  the 
archbiibop  fliall  mamtain  his  authirity 
as  an  orator,  it  is  not  to  be  expi£tcil 
that  any  great  advancement  will  be  natle 
in  this  Aieciet  of  eloquence,  fhat 
ftrength  of  underftanding^  likewife  and 
folidity  of  TCftW,  vAvxcYv  \%  Vn  «niv«&>\'^ 
our  wvouA   Ooaai&uv^iC)  twa^r  ^^^ 
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CifQCwtiat  to  the  diflknltj  of  reconciling 
«•  to  «  Andy  of  this  kind;  as  at  firS 
vUnce  it  may  feem  to  lead  an  orator 
Wnm  his  grand  and  principal  aim,  and 
tKmpt  bim  to  make  a  facrince  of  fenfe  to 
loimd.  Itmbft  be  acknowledged,  in- 
deed, that  in  the  times  which  fucceeded 
the  dillblution  of  the  Roman  republic, 
^is  tit  was  fo  perverted- €nMn  it^^s  true 
cftd  m  to  become  the  fmgle  ftttty  of  their 
taenrtled  orators.  Phny  the  younger 
«fttn  complains  of  this  contemptible 
•HcAfttion  I  and  thepolite  author  of  that 
ttcgant  dialogue  which,  with  very  little 
yv^blUty,  IS  attributed  either  to  Ta- 
citus or  Qnin^ilian.  afliires  us  it  was 
tl«  ridiculous  boaft#ef  certain  ora- 
tws  in  the  time  of  the  declenfion  of  ge- 
anine  eloqitence,  that  their  harangues 
were  capable  of  being  fet  to  mufic,  and 
ing  upon  the  Ibage.    But  it  muft  be 


remembered,  that  th^  true  cn< 
I  am  reclDmrneodlnc,  is  to 
fuperfede  reafon ;  that  it  is  I 
being  neceflfarily  effeminate, 
only  adds  grace  but  ftren 
powers  of  perfuafion .  For  t 
Tully  and  Qmn6tilian,  thofe 
fters  of  numerous  compofitioi 
irdown  as  a  fixed  ana  invaj 
that  it  muft  never  appear  the  < 
hour  in  the  orator;  tnat  the  t 
of  his  periods  muft  always  ft 
fual  refult  of  their  difpofitioi 
it  is  the  higheft  oftence  agaii 
to  weaken  the  expreflion,  i 
nve  a  more  mufical  tone  to  t 
In  (hort,  that  no  unmeamnc 
to  be  thrown  in  merely  to  ftll 
c^uiftte  meafure,  but  that  the 
nfe  in  fenfe  as  they  improve 
I  ami  &c. 


LETTER    XV. 


TO  CL£0|A. 


THOUGH  if  is  but  a  few  hours 
fincc  I  parted  from  my  Cleora;  yet 
I  have  3tl!eady,you  fee,  taken  up  my  \)cn 
m  write  to  hor.  You  m«i^  not  expeA, 
heiwever,  in  this,  or  in  anv  of  my  fu- 
ture letters,  that  I  fiiy  fine  things  to  you  j 
imtt  I  only  intend  to  tell  you  true  ones. 
My  hcsrt  is  too  full  to  be  regulai*,  and 
too  fiBcere  to  be  ceremonious.  )  have 
tloi^cd  the  roauneiv  not  the  ftyle  of  iny 
Ismer  converfations  t  and  I  write  to 
VMS,  ^9^  I  ufed  to  talk  to  you,  without 
ftfm  or  art.  Tell  me  then,  with  the 
fmc  ^ificmhled  (incerity,  what  effect 
tlis  ab&aec  has  upon  your  uAial  chear- 
fiteefs?  as  I  will  h^ieftly  eonfefs  on 


ray  own  part,  that  I  am  toe 
to  wifli  a  circumf^ance,  folitti 
with  my  own  repofe,  (houid 
thcr  reconcileable  to  yours, 
tempted,  however,  to  purfui 
vice,  and  divert  n^yfdf  by  i 
yon  recommended  to  my  iho 
It  is  impolfible,  I  perceive,  1 
the  mind  at  once  from  an  ob 
it  has  long  dwelt  upon  wit! 
My  heart,  like  a  poor  bird 
hunted  from  her  ncft,  is  ftil] 
to  the  place  of  it's  affe^^ions, 
fome  vain  efforts  to  fly  off,  fc 
where  all  it*s  cares  and  all  it^s 
are  centered.    Adieu. 


LETTER   XVI. 


TO  FHILOTES. 


I  Fear  I  ftafi  loft  til  fby  credit 
Mb  yon  as  a  gardener,  by  this  i^. 
ci«4i  which  I  venture  to  ftnd  you  of 
tbt  ffothiee  of  my  walls.  The  fnails, 
imM*  have  had  more  than  their  &arc 
and  neftahnes  this  fa- 


0f  mm  pea€he$  mi 


ArCVST 

you,  that  I  deem  it  a  fort  of 
luffer  them  to  be  deftroyed  ? 
fcarcc  dare  to  acknowledge  i 
nefs,  (as  the  pentmlity  of  the 
doubt,  would  C3ll  it)  had  I  i 
^nced,    by   mnny  agrfcahlc 
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fcniimcnt  of  my  heart.  T«>  ronfefs  the 
truth  then,  I  have  lome  iciuplcs  with 
rrfpeft  to  the  liberty  we  affiime  in  the 
niimit^  dt\\ru€k\on  of  thefe  lower  or- 
ders of  cxiftence.  I  know  not  npon 
vhat  principle  of  reafon  and  juflice  it 
Hi  that  mankind  have  founded  their 
right  over  the  lives  of  every  creature 
tut  if  placed  in  a  fubordinate  rank  of 
brag  to  themfelves.    Whatever  claim 

Smay  have  in  right  of  food  and 
defence,  did  they  extend  their  pri- 
vilege no  farther  than  thofe    articles 
would  reafonably  carry  them,  numher- 
kfii  beings  might  enjoy  their  lives  in 
foif  who  are  now  hurried  out  of 
tbem  by  the  moft  wanton  and  unnecef- 
fiiry  cruelties.     X  cannot,  indeed,  dif- 
(Ofer  why  it  fhould  be  thought  lefs 
fBhnmane  to  crufli  to  death  a  harmlei^ 
hM,  Whoie  iingle  offence  is  that  he 
ftfi  that  food  which  natuiv  h»is  prr- 
pred  for  it*s  fuftenance  j  than  it  wctild 
K,  were  I  to  kill  any  more  bulky  crea- 
ture for   tke  fame  reafbn.     There  are 
few  tempers  fo  hardened  to  the  impref- 
Cons  of  humanity,  as  not  to  fhudder  at 
the  thought  of  the  latter;  and  yet  the 
former  is  univerfally  pra^ifed  without 
the  leaft  check  of  conipalTipn.      This 
ieems  to  aril'e  from  the  gFofs  error  of 
Aippofing,  that  every  creature  is  really 
in  irfelf  contemptible,  which   happens 
to  be  cloathed   with  a  body   infinitely 
difproportionate  to  our  own  j  not  ccn> 
iiderin||  thit  great  and  iUlle  are  mere* 
h  relative  terms.     But  the  inimitable 
Shakelpeare  would  teach  us>  that 

The  poor  beetle,  that  we  tread  upon, 
In  corpVal  fufTrioce  feels  a  pang  as  great 
As  iriien  a  giant  dies. 

Arid  this  is  not  thrown  out  in  the  l^ti- 
Code  of  poetical  imagination,  but  (bp. 
ported  by  the  difcoveries  of  the  muft 
improved  ^hilofophy:  for  there  is  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  fenl'ations  of 
many  infers  are  as  exquifite  as  thofe  of 
creatiiresof  far  moreenlamd  dimenfions ; 
perhaps  even  more  To.  Th«  millepede«, 
forinitance,  rolls  it  lei  f  round,  upon  the 
Highteft  touch;  and  the  fnail  gathers 
In  her  horns  upon  the  leaft  approach  of 
Tour  h«nd.  Are  not  thefe  the  lirongcft 
fOdications  cS  ttttr  ffmfibility  ?  and  is 


it  any  evidence  of  o«r/,  that  we  aie 
not  thtrcKoie  induced  to  treat  them  with 
a  more  fympathizing  tenJerntK  ? 

1  was  extremely  plcaled  with  a  fcnti- 
ment  I  met  with  the  other  day  in  ho- 
ned Montaigne.  That  good-natured 
author  remarks,  that  there  is  a  c;.rtain 
general  claim  oi  kindnefs  and  benevo- 
lence which  every  fpecies  of  creatures 
has  a  right  to  fiom  us.  It  is  to  here- 
gretted,  that  this  generous  maxim  it 
not  more  attended  to,  in  the  affair  of 
education,  and  prefTed  home  upon  ten- 
der minds  in  it*s  lull  extent  and  latU 
tude.  I  am  far,  indeed,  from  thihk- 
ing  that  the  early  delight  wiiich  children 
difcovei'  in  tormenting  flies,  &c.  is  X 
mark  of  any  innatt  cruelty  of  temper} 
becaufe  this  turn  may  be  accounted  for 
upon  other  principles,  and  it  is  enter- 
taining  unworthy  ilotions  of  the  Deit^ 
to  fuppofe  he  forms  mankind  with  a 
propenfity  to  the  moft  deteflable  of  all 
diljpofitions.  But  moft  certainly,  ^  b# 
being  unredr:«ined  in  fports  of  this  kind, 
they  may  acquire  by  habit  what  they 
never  would  hare  learned  from  tlatdre, 
and  grow  up  into  a  confirmed  inatten- 
tion to  every  kind  of  fuffering  but  their 
own.  Accordingly  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  at  Athens  thought  an  in- 
ftance  of  this  fort  not  below  it^s  cogni- 
zance, and  puniihed  a  boy  for  putting 
out  the  eyes  of  a  poor  bird,  that  had 
unhappily  fallen  into  his  hands. . 

It  might  be  of  Icrvice,  therefore*  it 
fhould  feem,  in  order  to  awaken  as  early 
as  poffible  in  children  an  extenfiye  feoK 
of  humanity,  to  give  them  a  view  of 
fcveral  forts  of  infeJis  as  they  may  he 
magnified  by  the  afFidance  of  glaQes, 
and  to  fhew  them  that  the  fame  evident 
piavks  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  prevail 
in  the  formatipn  of  the  niinutefl  infef^^ 
as  in  that  of  the  mofl  enormous  Levia- 
than: that  they  are  equally  furnifhed 
with  whatever  is  neceflary  not  only  to 
the  prefervation  but  the  happinefs  of 
their  beings  in  that  clafs  of  exiflence  to 
which  Providence  has  afligned  them:  in 
a  word,  tliat  the  whole  conflruj^ion  of 
their  refpe^ive  organs  diftinAly  pro* 
claims  them  the  objeAs  of  the  divine  be- 
nevolence,  and  therefore  that  they  juft- 
ly  oug*ht  to  be  (b  of  ouri.  I  am^  &c. 
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LETTER    XVIL 


TO  THE    SAME. 


YOU  fee  howlmuch  I  truft  to  your 
food-nature  and  your  judgment, 
whilll  1  am  the  only  perfbn,  perhaps, 
among  your  fritnis,  who  have  ventured 
to  omit  a  congratulation  in  form.  I 
am  not,  however,  intentionally  guilty; 
for  I  really  defigned  you  a  vifit  before 
now  c  but  hearing  that  your  acquaint- 
ance flowed  in  upon  you  from  all  quar- 
ters, I  thought  It  woyld  be  more  agree- 
able to  you,  as  well  at  to  myfelf,  if  I 
waited  till  the  inundation  was  abated. 
But  if  I  have  not  joined  in  the  general 
voice  of  congratulation,  I  have  not, 
however,  omitted  the  fmcere,  though  fi- 
lent  wifties,  which  the  warmeft  friend- 
IKip  can  fugged  to  a  heart  entirely  in 
your  interefts.  Had  I  not  long  (ince 
forfalcen  the  regions  of  poetry,  I  would 
tell  you,  in  the  language  of  that  country, 
how  often  I  have  (aidi  May 
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All  heav*n. 
And  happy  conftelUtions  oo  that  b( 
Shed  their  feledeft  influence  ! 

But  plain  profe  will  do  as  well  f 
truth;  and  there  is  no  occafion  I 
art  to  perfuade  you,  that  you  hav 
every  occurrence  of  your  life, 
good  wilhes.  I  hope  (horily 
an  opportunity  of  making  mvfe 
known  to  Afpafia.  When  I  a 
(ball  rejoice  with  her  on  the  cb 
has  made  of  a  man,  from  whon 
undertake  to  promife  her  all  thi 
nefs  which  the  tiate  fhe  has  ente 
can  afford.  Thus  much  I  do>n 
pie  to  fay  of  her  hulband  to j 
refl  I  had  rather  fay  lo  her. 
any  occafion  you  fhould  men 
let  it  be  in  the  character  whic 
value  myfelf  upon,  that  of  ypi 
obliged  and  very  afFeflionaie  fi 


XETTER  XVIIL 

TO   HORTENSIUS. 


I  Can  by  no  means  Aibfcribe  to  the 
fentiments  of  your  laft  letter,  nor 
agree  with  you  in  thinking,  that  the 
love  of  fame  is  a  pafiion  which  either 
reafon  or  religion  condemns.  I  con- 
fef«,  indeed,  thcie  are  fome  who  have 
reprefented  it  as  inconfiftent  with  both  5 
and  I  remember  in  particular,  the  ex- 
cellent author  of  7be  Religion  of  Nature 
delineated,  has  treated  it  as  highly  iria - 
tionai  and  abfurd.  As  the  {>afrage 
falls  in  fo  thoroughly  with  your  own 
turn  of  thougbt,  you  will  have  no  ob- 
Je£lion,  I  imagine,  to  my  quoting  it  at 
wrge  J  and  I  give  it  you,  at  the  fame 
time,  at  a  very  great  authority  on  your 
fide.  •  In  reality,'  (fays  t)iat  writer) 
«  the  man  is  not  known  ever  the  more 

*  to  pofterity,  becaufc  his  name  is  tranf- 

*  mitted  to  them  :  ///doth  not  live  bc- 

*  cauft  his  name  does.      When  it  is 

*  faid,,  Jtilins  Cacfar   fubdued   Gaul, 

*  conquered  Pompey,  &c.  it  is  the  fame 

*  thing  as    to  fay,    the  conqueror  of 
f  Pompey   wa$  JuUui    C»far,   i.  e. 


JBLV 

*  Caefar  and  the  conqueror  of 

*  is  the  fame  thing;   Cacfar  is 

*  known  by  one  dcfignation  a 

*  other.      The  amount    then 

*  this  :  that  the  conqueror  of 

*  conquered    Pompey ;    or     f< 

*  conquered  fomebody;  or  rath 
'  Pompey  is  as  little  known 

*  Cafar,  fonubojy   conquered^ 

*  Such  a  poor  bufincrs  is  this 

*  immorialiry  !  and   fuch   is   tl 

*  called  glory  among  us!     To 

*  ing  men  this  fame   is  mere 

»  what  they  defpife,  if  not  fhnr 
But  furcly,  "tivere  to  confiJer 
ovjly  (as  Horatio  fays  to  Ha 
confider  thus.  For  though  fai 
poiterity  fhould  be,  in  the  K\\ 
lyfisof  It,  no  other  than  whtit 
dcfcnbed,  a  mere  uninterellinj 
fition,  amounting  to  nothing  m 
th^l  fGmebocfy  aaed  meritoTioi 
It  would  not  neceffarily  foUo 
true  philofophy  would  banifh  tl 
of  a  ftoiu  the  Ivumaci  brcait. 
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pltonmaybc  (is  moft  certainly  it  is) 
wileiv  impiarited  in  o\ir  fpecics,  ro^- 
•ithftanding  the  corrcfponding  ohicit 
iould  in  reality  be  very  different  from 
•hat  it  appears  in  imagination.  Do  not 
aany  of  our  moft  refined  and  even  con- 
tmplatife  pleafures  owe  their  exittcnce 
to  our  miftakes  ?  It  is  but  extending 
(I  will  not  fay  improving)  fome  of  our 
knfei  to  a  higher  degree  of  aciuenefs 
tbn  we  oo>v  poiTefs  them,  to  make  the 
faireft  views  of  nature^  or  the  nobleft 
prodoAions  of  art,  appear  horiid  and 
deformed.  To  fee  things  as  they  truly 
indintbcmfelvesare,  would  not  alwavs, 
periupf,  be  of  advantage  to  us  in  the 
ntelleAual  world,  any  more  than  in 
the  natural.  But,  after  all,  who  (liall 
cntaioly  aflure  us,  that  the  plea  Aire  of 
linuoas  fame  dies  with  it*9  polftriror, 
afld  reaches  not  to  a  farther  fcene  of 
exiftence  ?  There  is  nothing,  it  Hinuld 
ieem,  either  abfurd  or  unphiloiophical 
is  fuppoflng  it  poflible  at  lenft,  that 
the  praifes  of  the  goo<1  nnd  the  judi- 
cious, tbat  fweeUft  mufic  to  an  koncfl 
ffrin  this  world,  may  be  echoed  back  to 
the  manfions  of  the  next :  that  the  poet's 
<lefcription  of  Fame  may  be  literally  true, 
^  though  (he  walks  upon  earth ,  (he 
nay  yet  lift  her  head  into  heaven. 

But  can  it  be  reafonable  to  extin- 
S^iih  a  paflion  which  nature  hasuni- 
^(aliy  lighted  up  in  the  human  breift, 
*n<l  which  we  conltantly  find  to  burn 
with  moft  (treiigth  and  brightnefs  in 
the  nobleft  and  beft  formed  bofoms  ? 
Accordingly  Revelation  is  fo  far  from 
endeavouring  (as  you  fuppofe)  to  eradi- 
cate the  feMl  which  nature  has  thus 
<^y  planted,  that  (he  rather  feeins, 
on  the  contrary,  to  cberi(h  and  forward 


it's  rjrowth.  To  he  exalted  <ivtth  hO" 
mur.  r.iu!  to  he  had  ;//  t^jerUiJling  rr* 
mtmhrance^  are  in  the  number  of  thole 
encouragements  which  the  Jewi/h  dif- 
penlJtio:!  offered  to  the  virtuousj  as  the 
perfon  from  whom  the  iacred  Author  of 
the  Chridian  fyftem  received  his  birtb^ 
is  herfelf  reprcfented  as  rejoicing  tbat«i/ 
generations  jbould  call  ker  blejfcd. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  great  advan- 
tage of  cherifhing  this  high  regard  to 
polierity,  this  noble  defireofan  after- 
life  in  the  breath  of  others,  one  need 
only  look  back  upon  the  hiltory  of  the 
antient  Greeks  and  Romans.  What 
other  principle  was  it,  Hortenfius^ 
which  produced  that  exalted  firain  o£ 
virtue  in  tkofe  d.-ws,  that  may  well  (erve 
as  a  model  to /i&^> /*  Was  it  not  the 
confeniiens  laus  honorum^  the  ineorrupta 
■cCA-  benrjuJictwtiufn,  (asTulIy  calls  it> 
the  cj'  tiiiK  :u  approl^ation  of  the  gocdp 
the  uricorrupted  appliiulc!  of  the  *u:ifep 
tint  aniniaCtd  their  mud  generous  pur- 
iuiis  ? 

To  con  ft  fs  the  ti'.irh,  I  have  been 
ever  incl-ned  to  think  it  ri  very  dangerous 
attempt,  to  ende.^vour  to  Iclfen  the  mo- 
tives of  right  ailing,  or  to  raifeany  fufpi« 
cion  concerning  their  folidity.  The  tem- 
persanddifpofitionsof  mankind  are  fo  ex- 
tremely different,  that  it  fecms  neceffary 
they  fhould  be  called  into  a6\ioD  by  a 
variety  of  incitements.  Thus,  while 
fome  are  willing  to  wed  Virtue  for  her 
perfonal  chamis,  others  are  engag^  to 
take  her  for  the  fake  of  her  expefted 
dowry :  and  fmce  her  followers  and 
admirers  have  h  little  to  hope  from  her 
in  prefent,  it  were  pity,  methinks,  to 
realbn  them  out  of  any  imagined  advan- 
tage in  reverfiun.  Farewel.    I  anii  &c« 


LETTER    XIX. 


TO    CLEORA. 


I  Think,  Cleora,  you  are  the  tniefl 
female  hermit  I  ever  kne^.  Atleaft 
'  'Jo  not  remember  to  have  met  with  any 
among  yoor  fex  of  the  fame  order  with 
y^'urfeU;  for  as  to  the  religious  on  the 
•*b«r  fide  of  thfc  water,  I  can  by  no 
■*«ani  eftieem  them  worthy  of  being 
naked  in  your  number.  They  anc  a 
'  fi>rt  of  people  who  cither  have  fcen  no- 
thing of^  the  world,  or  too  much:  and 
*!fcfinf  to  the  merit  of  giving  up  what 


one  is  not  acquainted  with,  or  what  one 
is  weary -of?  But  you  arc  a  far  more 
illuftrious  reclufc,  who  have  entered  into 
the  world  with  innocency,  and  retired 
from  it  with  good  humour.  That  fort 
of  life,  which  makes  fo  amiable  a  figure 
in  the  defcription  of  poets  and  philofo- 
phcrs,  and  which  kings  and  heroes  have 
profeffed  to  afpire  after,  Cleora  a6luall]r 
enjoys:  (he  lives  her  own,  free  from  the 
follwt  and'\fnm\Wi\cei)  >^%>KarcM  vA 


.^^^JL^^iii..,^ 
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dif^PDOin^iP^t;  of  falfe  purfuiuof  every 
kiHd.  'H9«<^  inu'ch  Ho  I  prefer  one  hour 
of  fuch   iolitiide  to  all  tlie '  glittering, 

faring,  g'nudy  days  of  the  ambitious  f 
Qiallnot  tnvy  them  their  gg)d  and  their 
fiWer,  their  precious  jewels,  an(l  their 
changes  of  raiment,  while  you  permit 
tte  to  join  you  and  Alexander  in  your 
femiWff.  I  hope  to  do  fb  on  Sunday 
crening,'  and  attend  you  to  the  (iege  of 
Tyre,  or  the  dcfarts  of  Africa,  or 
^(^hcrever  el fe  your  hero  (h«n  lead  you. 
9at  fliould  I  And  you  in  more  elevated 
corhpany,  and  en^fi;edwith  the  raptur- 
es ••  •  •,  even  then,  I  hope,  you 
will  not  rcfofe  to  admit  me  of  your  party, 
y  1  have  not  yet  a  proper  gci^  tor  the 
niyftfc  writers,  perhaps  I  ^m  hot  qui'te 
iKcapable  oJF  acquinng  one;  and  as 
Thave  every  thing  of  the  hermit  in  my 
^iimofitioD  except  the  enthuflafm,  it  is 


notimpoflible  but  I  may  qatch  tha 
by  the  afUftaoce  of  you  and  •  •  • 
dcfire  you  would  receive  me  ^M  \ 
bationer  atleaft,  and  as  one  who  i 
Img,  if  he  is  worthy,  to  be  initiate 
jfour  feciet  doftrincs.  I  think  I 
want  tills  tafte  and  a  relifh  of  the 
vellous,  to  be  wholly  in  your  fentii 
Poflfibly  I  may  be  lo  happy  as  to 
both  in  good  time :  I  fancy  at  leaf 
is  a  dole  connection  "between  then 
I  (hall  not  de^air  of  obtaining  tY 
if  I  can  by  any  means  arrive 
other.  But  which  muft  I  endeav 
firft?  fliall  I  prepare  for  the  my 
commencing  with  the  romance,  or 
vou  advife  me  to  begin  with  Mall 
before  I  undertake  Clelia?  Sufl 
however,  ere  I  enter  the  regions  < 
tion,  to  bear  teftimony  to  one  ci 
truth,  by  aituriog  you  that  I  am^ 


LETTER    XX. 


TO   BUPHROKIUt. 


IHave  often  mentioned  to  you  the 
pleafure  I  received  from  Mr.  Pope*s 
tranilatton  of  the  Iliad  &  but  my  admira- 
tion of  that  inimitable  perfonminco  has 
mcrcafed  upon  nM,  Ance  yoy  tempted 
me  to  compare  the  copy  with  the  orivi- 
aaU  To  hy  of  this  noble  work,  that 
it  is  the  belk  which  ever  appeared  of  the 
kind,  woukS  be  fpeaking  in  much  lower 
terms  than  it  deierves;  the  world  per- 
kaps  iinrce  ever  before  faw  a  truly  poe- 
tical tranflationi  for,  at  Denham  ob- 
iervcs, 

Such  ii  our  pride,  our  fi>1ly,  or  our  fate, 
TbatfeWfbut  thofewhocaonotmiteltranftatc. 

Mr.  Pope  feems,  in  moft  places,  to 
have  been  infpired  with  the  fame  fub* 
lime  fpirit  that  animates  his  original;  as 
he  often  takes  fire  from  a  Gngte  hint  iii 
his  author,  and  blazes  out  even  with  a 
lironger  and  brighter  flame  of  poetry. 
Thus  the  charaSer  of  Therfttes,  as  it 
ftands  in  the  Engliih  Iliad,  is  height- 
«ied,  I  think,  with  more  matterly 
ftiokef  of  fatire  than  ftppear  in  theGreek ; 
it  many  of  thofe  timslet  in  Homer, 
%rhich  would  appear,  perhaps,  to  a  mo- 
dern eye  too  naked  and  unomamented, 
tre  pixnUd  by  Pqpe  in  all  the  beautiful 
diApary  of  the  mott  graceful  metaphor. 
Widi  wh9t  prppriet/of  fi£ui%  min- 
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ftance,  has  he  raifed  the  followinj 
parifon! 

rioi/Airiv  VTi  <^iXqy,  J(Xisr7n  ti  ti  »uj(T9c 
Tttf-o-ovTic  t'  lir»Xiw5-crn,  m-wt'  fiff  X« 
SL^oLfoL  TV*  wo  voa-o't  xayi0-0-«Xe;  atpu^ 

e^o/uivmV.  m. 

Thui  from  hit  flaggy  wings  when  Eui 
A  night  of  vapours  round  the  mountaii 
Swift- gliding  mi  As  the  duiky  fields  i 
To  thieves  more  grateful  than  the  n 

fliade: 
While  fcarce  the  fwains  theSr  feedin 

furvcy. 
Loft  and  confufl*d  amidft  the  thicket 
So  wrapt  in  gath'ringdufttheGredai 
A  moviog  cloud,  fwcpt  on  and  hid  ck 

When  Mars,  being  wounded  b 
mrd,  flies  back  to  heaven,  Homi 
pares  him  in  his  pafl^age  to  a  dar 
raifed  by  fumraer  heats,  and  dri 
the  wind. 

Of 4  f  IK  n4>f wv  fgiCinni  ^inlat  ttn^^ 

K«V/bUll0C  f  ^  «VS^O(0  ^vo-M^  0^Vt//4tV 

Jl. 

The  inimitable  tranflator  impro 
image,  by  throwing  in  ibme  i 
iaiices,  which,  though  not  in  i 
^inal,  are  oudly  in  the  Ipirit 
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Am  flfoan,  Uownby  Aofltt'frultrjr  breath, 
Vngmant  with  plagucsy  mi  fliqldin|  feeds 

cf  dctth, 
Bcaadi  die  rage  of  bvnimg  Siriut  rirf^ 
Ckoak  the  ^arch^d  earthy  and  blacken  all 

the  flLiear  ' 
In  foch  a  cloud  the  god,  from  combat  driven, 
High  o'er  the  dufty    whirlwind  fcales  the 
kcav*n. 

There  is  a  defcription  to  the  eighth 
book,  which  Euftathius,  it  feems,  ef- 
tceiRcd  the  motl  beautiful  night- piece 
that  could  be  found  in  poetry.  If  I  am 
Bot  .greatly  miftakcn,  however,  I  can 
pvvduce  a  finer :  and  I  am  pei  fuadrd 
Cfen  the  warmeil  admirer  of  Homer  will 
allow,  the  following  lines  are  inferior 
to  the  correfponding  ones  in  the  tranlla- 
tioo: 

•«»lV  AfiVpf  VIA,  «Tf  T    fSrXlTO  VTM^IAO?  Sldnf , 

la  r'  1^909  macai  O'ltoinai  kai  «-{vo>f ;  axsoi, 
KjiitarM*  vfAVofiiv  ^  «{*  vwi(^ayn  ar^M^ 

IUr*  h  T  tihrat  Arp«>  yiyrSf  U   ti  <J>g§yA 

mufAW.  II.  viii.  551. 

4i  when  the  moon,  refulgent  lampof  night. 
O'er  bravVg  clear  aaure  fprcads  her  facred 

Ught; 
Whip  not  a  breath  difturbs  the  deep  fere ne, 
^nd  not  a  cloud  o*ercafty  the  folemn  (c^ntt 
Anapd  her  throne  the  vivid  planets  roll, 
Andilars  unnumber'd  gild  the  glowing  pule: 
O'er  the  dark  treci  a  yellower  verdure  ihed, 
And  tip  with  filver  ev'ry  moanuin'i  head ; 
Then  ikine  the  vales,the  rocks  in  profpcd  rife, 
A  flood  of  glory  borftt  from  all  the  flcies; 
Thccunfeiousfwains,  rejoicing  in  the  fight, 
Eye  the  blue  vault,  and  blefs  the  ufcfui  light. 

I  fear  the  enthufiaftic  admirers  of 
Boaier  would  look  upon  me  with  much 
indignation,  were  they  to  hear  me 
fpeak  of  any  thing  in  modern  Ian* 
mge  as  equal  to  the  ttrength  and  nia- 
jefty  of  that  great  fatht-r  of  poetry.  But 
the  following  paifage  harn;^  been  quoted 
by  a  celebrated  auihor  of  antiquity,  as 
aninftanceof  the  true  fublime,  I  will 
leave  it  to  you  to  determine  whether  the 
trandatioo  has. not  at  leaH  as  juft  a 
claim  to  that  chara6^er  as  the  oiigina), 

jl;l*  on  X«*/^««*  wsIa/ui*  *arUfl9^ift»lt^a 

Vftfrwv  IS  fnyaXw,  xeiXnf  trrw^t  aapaffpuf. 
Tot  llTi  TrXttf-i  Jmrcv  i»  vftrw  iieX*!  vcif^nu 
S2CT«r/M079^Mv«vyf>iT«    mx^ri  ^Ue-n, 

AifiorrcDts  roll,  encreaa*d  by  num*rous  rUlf. 


Rufli  to  the  vales,  and,  poor'd  along  the  phup* 
Roar  thro*  a  thourandchanneli  to  the  main  | 
The  diilant  ihepherd  trei&bliog  hears  tha 

found: 
So  mix  both  hofts,  and  lo  their  cries  rebound* 


There  is  noantient  author  more  likely 
to  betrav  an  injudicious  interm  eter  into 
meannefles,  than  Homer;  as  it  rgquires 
the  utmoll  ikiii  and  addrefs  to  preferve 
that  venerable  air  of  fimpHcity  which  it 
one  of  the  chara6leriftical  marks  of  that 
poet,  without  finking  the  expreifion  o( 
the  fentiment  into  contempt.  Anti- 
quity will  furniOi  a  very  itrong  inftmoi 
of  the  ti-uth  of  this  obiervation,  in  a  fiq- 
gle  line  which  is  preferved  to  us  from  a 
tranflation  of  the  Iliad  by  one  Labeo,  ^ 
favourite  poet,  it  feems,  of  Nero.  It  is 
quoted  by  an  old  fcholialt  upon  PerGuSa 
and  happens  to  be  a  verfion  of  the  fol- 
lowing palTage  in  the  fourth  book « 

A|uev|?i3(wdoi;  riptAjMW  npia^uoi*   ti  WAiSkf. 

which  Nero^s  admirable  poet  rendered 
literally  thus : 

Crudum  manducet  PrUmttm  Prtamtfue  fU 
finnoi. 

I  need  not  indeed  have  gone  fo  far  bacl; 
for  my  inftance:  a  Labeo  of  our  own 
nation  would  have  fupplied  me  with  one 
much  nearer  at  hand.  Ogilhy  or  Hobhs 
(I  forget  which)  has  tranflated  this  veiy 
verl'e  in  the  fame  ridiculous  manner : 

And  eat  up  Priam  and  his  children  all* 

But  amon?  many  other  paflages  of 
this  fort  I  obJcrved  one  in  the  fame  book, 
which  raifed  my  curiofity  to  examine  in 
what  manner  Mr.  Pope  had  conduct! 
it.  Jiino,  in  a  general  council  of  the 
gods,  thus  accofts  Jupiter: 

AtV9T«1f  K(eyi)>i, 

n«;  idiXit;  aXtoi*  ^zivai  vwin  nV  «TfXic-w 

Jiam  ayiifurny  npia/Av  aamaj  toi*  ti  WAiViu 

which  is  as  much  as  if  fhe  had  faid  in 
plain  Englifti,  *  Why  furely,  Jupiter, 

*  you  won*t  be  fo  cruel  as  to  render  in- 

*  effefiual  all  my  expence  of  labour  and 
'  fweat.     Have  I  not  tired  both   my 

*  horfes,  in  order  to  i-aife  forces  to  ruin 
<  Priam  and  his  family  ?*  It  requirca 
the  moft  delicate  touches  imaginable,  to 
ralfe  fuch  a  fentiment  as  this  into  any 
tolerable  degree  of  dignity.  But  a  ikil  - 
ful  artift  knows  how  to  ttivVx.W\^  >&^ 


m 
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Wlowmrl  (piritleft  from  a  lefs  mafteriy 
penciU  becomes  pleafing  and  graceful 
when  worked  up  by  Mr.  Pope*s. 

Shall  then,  O  tyrant  of  th*  etherial  pltia»    - 
My  fchemes,  my  laboursand  my  hopesbe  vain? 
Have  1  for  this  (hook  llionrwith  alarnniy 
Afiembled  nations,  frt  two  worlds  in  arms^ 
Tofpffoadthe  war  1  flew  from  fliore  to  fliore» 
Th*  uMMqrtal  courfersfcarce  the  labour  bore. 

But  to  fhew  you  that  I  am  not  fo  en  - 
thafiaftic  an  admirer  of  this  glorious 
ijerformance,  as  to  be  blind  to  ii*s  im- 
|ierfe£^tons;  I  will  venture  to  point  out 
a  paflage  or  two  (amongft  others  which 
might  be  mentioned)  wherein  Mr. 
Pope*8  ufuai  judgment  fccms  to  have 
liiled  him. 

When  Iris  is  (cnt  to  inform  Helen 
that  Paris  and  Menelaus  were  going  to 
dkride  the  fate  of  both  nations  by  fmgis 
combat,  and  were  actually  upon  the 
point  of  engaging  ^  Homer  describes  her 
as  baftily  throwing  a  veil  over  her  facet 
and  flying  to  the  Scaean  gate,  from 
whence  fhe  might  have  a  full  view  of 
the  field  of  battle. 

Owe  9tn'  aiAAtnyt  jtat  afA^nrokci  Iv  f  froirJo,  5cc. 

At'^^LV  IVfid*  utairev,  «0t  Zx«Mi  wXai  q^-av. 

11.  iii.  141. 

Nothing  could  poflibly  be  more  inte- 
reftii^  to  Helen,  than  the  circumftances 
in  which  (he  is  here  reprefented :  it  was 
neceflary  therefore  to  exhibit  her,  as 
Homer  we  fee  has,  with  much  eagernefs 
and  impetuofity  in  her  motion.  But 
what  can  be  more  calm  and  quiet  than 
the  attitude  wherein  the  Helen  of  Mr. 
Pope  appears? 

0*er  her  fair  face  a  fnpwy  veil  (he  thieur, 
ilod  foftly  (ighing  from  the  loom  xvithJri.-%u ; 
'Her  handmaids  ■  wait 

Her^/nr/ footfleps  to  the  Scaean  gate. 

Thofe  exprefTions  of  fpeed  and  impe* 
tuofity  which  occur  fo  often  in  the  ori- 
ginal lines,  viz.  amiftf— •p^arc  — ai>|.* 
iMvcv,  would  have  been  fufficient,  one 
ihoukl  have  imagined,  to  have  guarded 
a  tranflator  from  facing  into  an  impro- 
priety of  this  kind. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  another  in- 

ftance  of  the  fame  nature,  where  our 

Englifh  poet,   hy  not  attending  to  the 

f  anicular  expreflion  of  his  author,  has 

/i^ivtn  u«  a  pi  ft  u  re  of  a  very  different 

A/mf  than  what  Momtr  intended.    In 

the  /irH  Iliad  the  reader  is  introduced 

*»/»  a  council  of  the  Gi«?ciati  chicfii 


where  very  warm  debates  arife  betwM 
Agamemnon  aiid  Achille^b  As  nothing^ 
was  likely  to  prove  more  fatal  to  the 
Grecians  than  a  diflenCon  between  thoie 
two  princes,  the  venerable  old  Neftor 
is  reprefented  as  greatly  aUrmed  at  thr 
confequences  of  tnis  quarrel,  and  rifmg 
up  to  moderate  betwe«>n  them  with' a 
vivacity  much  bfyond  his  years.  This 
circumihince  Homer  has  h^tppHy  ioti*, 
jnated  by  a  fmgle  word: 

T»5-i  h  Nf  raff 

AWPOTIE. 

Upon  which  one  of  the  commentitort 
very  jurtly  obfcrves— t//  in  remia^na  d 
periculofa,  non  placiJe  ajfurgt ntim  facit, 
fed  prorum  pen  tern  ySff^MT  quBque,  A  cir- 
cumflance  which  Horace  iecnis  to  have 
had  particularly  in  his  view  in  the  epif-. 
tie  to  Lollius: 

Ntflzr  ccikpnere  lint 
Inter  Pileidcn  fcftioat  et  inter  Atruien, 

£p.  u  %» 

This  beauty  Mr.  Pope  has  utteily  over- 
looked, and  fuhllitutcd  an  idea  very 
different  from  that  which:  the  verb« 
fuggeds:  he  renders  it, 

Slow  from  his  feat  arofc  the  Pylkin  f^g^ 

But  a  more  unfortunate  word  cottld 
fcarcely  have  been  joined  with  arofe,  at 
it  deflroys  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  piece^ 
and  is  jull  the  reverie  of  what  both  the 
occafion  and  the  original  required. 

I  doubt,  Euphroniusy  you  are  grow- 
ing weary:  will  yoi»  have  patience, 
however,  wbillt  I  mention  on«r  obferva'^ 
lion  more,  and  I  will  interrupt  you  no 
longer  ? 

When  Menelaus  and  Paris  enter  the 
lifts.  Pope  f^'Sy 

Amidd  the  dreadful  vale  the  chiefs  advance, 
AW  pale  with  rage,  and  /lukc  the  iheat^niof 
lance. 

In  the  orii'ina]  it  is, 

II.  ill.  341* 

But  does  not  the  expre(?ion — allpali 
ivitt  r/Jtf^— call  up  a  very  contrary  idea 
to  *«♦»«  Jtpxo/uivetf  The  former  Teems  to 
fuggeft  to  one's  imagination  the  ridicu- 
loni  pnfiion  of  a  couple  of  female  fcolds} 
whereas  the  latrer  conveys  the  terrify- 
ing image  of  two  indignant  heroes,  anr- 
tnated  w\x\\  caVm  at^  AeV\\Mt\?k\t  N^Vvat*. 
FaitwcV.    1  am,  Scc% 
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LETTER    XXI. 


TO   CLEOEA. 


AFTER  having  read  your  laft  Ict- 
.  ter,  I  can  no  longer  doubt  of  the 
cruOi  of  thofe  falutary  effects,  which  are 
6id  to  have  been  produced  by  the  ap^ 
plication  of  certain  written  words.  I 
hive  myfelf  experienced  the  poflTibility 
of  the  thing:  and  a  few  ftrokes  of  your 
pen  have  abated  a  pain,  which  ot  all 
others  is  the  molt  uneafy,  and  the  moft 
dificnlt  to  be  relieved ;  even  the  pain, 
my  Clcon,  of  the  mind.  To  fym- 
iHthixe  With  my  fufferings»  as  Cleora 
kindly  atuires  me  ihe  does,  is  to  alTuage 
them;  and  half  the  uneafinefs  of  her  ab- 
sence is  removed >  when  flie  tells  me  that 
ihe  regrets  mine. 

Since  I  thus  aiTdredly  find  that  you 
no  work  miracles,  I  will  believe  like- 
wife  that  you  have  the  gift  of  prophecy^ 
anil  I  can  no  longer  deipair  that  the  time 
will  come,  when  we  (hall  again  meet, 
fince  you  have  abfolutcly  pronounced 
tbt  it  will.  I  have  ventured,  therefore, 
(ai  you  will  fee  by  my  la^  letter)  already 
to  lume  the  day.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
amufc  myfelf  with  doing  every  thing 
tbit  looks  like  a  preparation  for  my 
journey;  e  gia  apro  U  braccia  per 
j^Wfritf  afftttuofamente  al  miofenno. 

The  truth  is,  you  are  every  inftant  in 
ny  thoughts,  and  each  occurrence  that 
anfes  fuggefts  you  to  my  remembrance. 
1'  I  fee  a  clear  flcy,  I  wifti  it  may  ex- 
toid  to  you ;  and  if  I  obferve  a  cloudy 
one,  I  am  uneafy  left  my  Cleora  (hould 
lieexpofed  to  it.  I  never  read  an  in- 
toefting  ftory,  or  a  pertinent  remark, 
*^  I  do  not  long  to  communicate  it  to 
Ton,  ard  learn  to  double  my  relifh  by 
Bcving  your  judicious  obiervations.  I 
caanot  take  a  turn  in  my  garden ,  but 
tFery  wilk  calls  you  into  my  mind. 
^»  Cleora !  I  never  vieyv  thole  icenes 


MAKCB  %y  I739* 
of  our  former  converfations,  without  a 
figh.  Judge  then  bow  often  I  (igh,when 
every  objctl  that  furrotmds  me  brings 
you  frefh  to  my  imagination.  You  rc- 
memY)er  the  attitude  in  which  the  faith* 
fill  Penelope  is  drawn  in  Poj>e's  Odyflcjr, 
when  fhegoes  to  fetch  the  bow  of  Ulyflct 
for  the  fuitors  : 

Acrofs  her  knees  (he  laid  the  well-known  bow. 
And  penfive  far,  and  tears  began  to  flow. 

I  find  myfelf  in  numberlefs  fuch  tender 
reveries ;  and  if  I  were  ever  fo  much 
difpolcd  ro  banidi  you  from  my  thoughtSa' 
it  would  be  impofTible  1  fliould  do  fOf 
in  a  place  where  every  thing  that  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  me,  reminds  me  that  you 
were  once  here.  I  mult  not  expe£l'(I 
ought  not,  indeed,  for  the  fake  of  your 
repofe  towiih^  to>)e  thus  fi-eqnently  and. 
thus  fondly  the  fubjcft  of  your  medita- 
tions :  but  may  I  not  hope  that  you  em- 
ploy a  few  moments  at  lead  of  every  day, 
m  thinking  of  him  whofe  whole  atten- 
tion is  fixed  upon  you  ? 

I  have  fcnt  you  the  hi  ftory  of  the 
Concjuell  of  Mexico,  in  Englifh,  which* 
as  it  IS  tianflated  by  fo  good  a  hand,  will 
be  equally  pleafing  and  lefs  troublefome, 
than  reading  it  in  the  original.  I  long 
to  be  of  this  party  in  your  expedition  to 
the  new  world,  as  I  lately  was  in  your 
conquefts  of  Italy.  How  happily  could 
I  fit  by  Cleora's  fide,  and  purfue  the 
Spaniards  in  their  triumphs,  as  I  for* 
mcrly  did  the  Romans;  or  make  a  tran« 
fit  ion  from  a  nation  of  heroes  to  a  re- 
public of  ants  !  Glorious  days  indeed ! 
when  we  paffed  whole  mornings  either 
with  dictators  or  butterflies ;  and  fojnc« 
times  fent  out  a  colony  of  Romans, 
and  fometimes  of  emmits!  Adieu.  I 
am,  5cc. 


LETTER    XXIL 


TO   PALEMON. 


THOUGH  I  am  not  convinced  by 
your  arguments,  I  am  charmed 
^  ypur  tlofictncc,  and  suim'ire  the 
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preacher  at  th€  fame  time  that  I  condem^^ 
the  do6lrine.     But  there  is  no  ibrt  o^ 
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dined  to  wi/li  right,  than  thofe  who  are 
ingcniouny  in  the  wrong;  who  have  the 
art  to  mid  gi  ace  to  erroi'y  and  can  dignify 
mtlbkts. 

Forgive  me  then,  Palomon,  if  I  am 
more  than  commonly  folicitous  that  you 
Ihoiiid  review  ilie  fentiments  you  ad- 
vanced, (I  will  not  fay,  fupported)  with 
lb  much  degance  in  your  hft  letter,  and 
ttat  I  prefs  you  to  re-conrider  your  no- 
tions again  and  again.  Can  I  fail,  in- 
deed, to  wi(h  thai  you  may  find  reafon 
to  renounce  an  opinion,  which  may 
jpoffihly  one  day  or  other  deprive  me  of  a 
friend,  and  my  country  of  a  patriot  ? 
7«hile  Providence,  perhaps,  would  yet 
have  fpared  him  to  both.    Can  I  fail  to 

Xt,  that  I  fliould  hold  one  of  the  moft 
ihit  enioymenrs  of  my  life  upon  a 
,  tenure  more  tnan  ordinarily  precarious, 
Sfid  that,  bcfideS  thofe  numlxtrlcis  ac- 
trdtnts  by  which  chance  may  fn.itch  you 
from  the  world,  a  gloomy  (ky  or  a  crol's 
event  may/dctermitje  Palcmon  to  put  an 
6id  to  a  life,  ^hich  all  who  have  been 
a  witnefi  to,  mud  for  ever  admire. 
'  But, '  Does  the  Supreme  Being'  (you 
tfic)  '  drfpenfe  his  bounty  upon  condi- 

•  tioni  ditiereht  from   all  other  bcne- 

*  HRcr%9  and  will  he  force  a  gift  u{>on 
^  me  which  is  no  longer  acceptable  ?' 

Let  me  demand  in  return.  Whether 
i  crcaturfc,  Co  confined  in  it*s  percep- 
ttptlf  rts  man,  may  not  midake  his  true 
Iniereft,  and  reje^,  from  a  partial  re- 
gard, w^iat  would  be  well  worth  ac- 
cepting upon  a  more  comprchcnfive  view? 
MaV  not  even  a  mortal  benefactor  bctlci* 
tindferltand  tli*  value  of  that  prefent  he 
O^en,  than  the  peilbh  to  whom  it  is 
tendered  ?  And  fliJiIl  the  fupreme  Author 
ef  all  beneficence  be  efleemed  lefs  wife 
Tn  diftihguiftiiug  the  worth  of  thofe 
j;fant8  he  confers  *  I  agree  with  you, 
xndecd,  that  we  were  called  into  exigence 
in  drder  to  receive  happinefs  :  but  I  can 
by  no  means  infer  from  thence,  that  we 
are  at  liberty  tu  refign  our  being  when- 
evei*  it  bethrrtes  a  burden.  Oh  the  con  - 
trary,  thofe  prcmiflfts  fcem  tolead'toa  cbn- 
clufion  direilly  oppofue;  and  if  the  gra- 
'cious  Author  of  my  life  created  ire  with 
an  intent  to  make  me  happy,  does  it  not 
neceffaiily  follow,  that  I  (hall  motl  cer- 
tainly obtain  that  privilege,  if  I  do  not 
lulUy  forfeit  it  by  my  own  mifcondufl  ? 
Numberlefs  ends  may  be  anfwered  in 
ttc  fchetHM  of  Providence,  by  turning 
j/He  or  interrupting  that  ftream  of 
IfUtttff  wbict  our  Smhcd  itafon  cm 


in  no  fort  difcover.  How  prefun 
then  muft  it  be,  to  throw  back 
upon  the  hands  of  the  great  G 
of  the  univerfe,  merely  becaufe 
not  iitimediaiely  fee],  or  underfh 
full  advantages ! 

That  it  is  the  intention  of  th 
we  (hould  remain  in  this  Aate  o 
till  his  fummons  calls  us  away,  f 
evident  as  that  we  at  firfi  entei 
it  by  his  command:  for  we  can  r 
continue,  than  we  could  begin  1 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  fi 
preme  interpofition.  While,  th 
the  animal  powers  do  not  ceafe 
form  thofe  fun^ions  to  which  i\ 
dire^cd  by  their  great  Author, 
judly,  I  think,  be  concluded,  t1 
his  defign  they  fhould  not. 

Siill,  however,  you  urgci  •  ' 

*  puiting  a  period  to  your  own  e 

*  here,  you  only  alter  the  mod 

*  of  matter;  and  how  (you  afk 
'  order    of    Providence    diftui' 

*  changing  the  combination  of 

*  of  atoms  from  <»ne  figure  to  ai 

But  fm'cly,  Paltmon,  there  i 
lacy  in  this  realbning  :  fuicide  ; 
thing  more  than  changing  tlie 
nent  parts  of  the  animal  machim 
ftr iking  out  a  fpi ritual  fubtian 
that  rank  of  beings  wherein  t 
Author  of  nature  ha«;  placed  it, ; 
cibly  breaking  in  upon  fonie  oth 
of  exigence.  And  as  it  is  impoi 
the  limited  powers  of  reafon  to  f 
the  defigns  of  Providence,  it  c: 
be  proved  that  this  is  not  difturl 
fchemes  of  nature.  We  pofFib 
be.  and  indeed  mod  probably  a 
necled  with  ibme  higher  rank  < 
tures :  now  pliil«>fophy  will  nevcx 
to  determine,  that  tboie  conne6li< 
not  bedifconcerted  by  piemature 
tlrs:  our  p!^feni  maniion. 

C.^c?  ol  T^,•  lUorgtitpiiflions  i 
ed  in  huniin  natuie,  is  the  fear  o 
It  fcems,  indeed,  to  l>e  placed 
yidcncc  'd%  a  fort  of  guard  to  reta 
krnd  within  thtlr  appointed 
Why  ellir.iould  it  founiverfally 
moll  invaiiably  opetaie  ?  It  is  oh 
that  no  fnch  afFe£>ion  appears 
fpecics  of  beings  below  ti*.  Tl 
no  temptation,  or  no  ability^  1 
the  po(t  affiancd  to  them,  and  tl 
it  fliould  fLcm,  they  have  no  cl 
this  kind  to  keep  them  wiihin  tl 
fcribcd  limits.  This  general  hoi 
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di1Miition»  carries  with  it,  I  think,  a 
very  ftrong  prefumptive  argument  in  fa- 
Tonr  of  tiw  opinion  I  am  endeavouring 
to  maintain.  For  if  it  were  not  given 
to  us  for  the  purpofc  I  bait  fuppofed, 
what  other  can  it  fci-ve  ?  Can  it  be  ima- 
fJMd  that  the  benevolent  Author  of  na- 
lun  would  have  fo  deeply  wove  it  into 
oar  conftitation,  only  to  interrupt  our 
prelent  enjoyments } 

I  cinnotj  I  Gonfefsy  difcover  how  the 
pnftice  of  fuicide  can  be  jullified  upon 
aav principle,  except  upon  that  of  down- 
lipt  atheilin.  It  we  fuppofe  a  good 
Providence  to  govern  the  world,  the 
confequence  is  undeniable,  that  wemuft 
entirely  rely  upon  it.  If  we  ima^rine  an 
cril  one  to  prevail,  what  chance  is  there 
of  finding  that  happinefs  in  another 
iccBc,  which  we  have  in  vain  fought  for 
bthif?  The  famt  malevolent  omniiK)- 


tence  can  as  eaGly  purfue  us  in  the  next 
remove,  as  perfeciite  us  in  this  our  firtt 
ihtion. 

Upon  the  whole,  Palemon,  prudence 
ftrongly  forbids  lb  hazanlous  an  experi- 
ment as  that  of  being  our  own  execu- 
tioners. We  know  the  worll  that  caa 
hapj)cn  in  fupporting  life  under  all  it*s 
moft  wretched  circumftances:  and  if  we 
Hioiild  he  miilaken  in  thinking  it  onr 
duty  to  endure  a  load,  which,  in  truth, 
we  may  fecurcly  lay  down  ;  it  is  an  error 
extremely  limited  in  it's  confequenoes. 
They  cannot  extend  beyond  this  prefect 
exiftence^  and  poflibly  may  end  much 
earlier:  whereas  no  mortal  can,  with 
the  leaft  degpre  of  aifurance,  prononnce 
what  may  not  be  the  effe^s  of  a£line 
agreeal)]y  to  the  contrarv  opinion.  I 
am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXIII. 


TO   CLYTANDER. 


I  Am  by  no  means  in  the  (entiments  of 
th«t  Grecian  of  your  acquaintance, 
^,  as  often  as  he  was  preffed  to  marry, 
replied,  either  that  it  was  too  foon  or 
too  late:  and  I  think  my  favourite  au- 
tiKM",  the  honeft  Montaigne,  a  little  too 
fevere  when  he  oblerves  upon  this  (lory, 
fi'U  fna  refmfer  Npportunite  a  toute 
tSkn  imf9rtuMe :  for. 

Higher  of  the  gen ul  bed  by  far, 
Aai  with  myfttrioas  reverence  J  deem. 

Milton. 

However,  f  am  not  adventurous  enough 
to  join  with  thole  fiicnds  you  mention, 
i»ho  arc  ibliciting  you,  it  fetms,  to  look 
oiit  for  »n  engagement  of  this  kind.  It 
u  an  union  which  requires  fo  much  deli- 
c^Ty  in  the  cementing;  it  is  a  commerce 
witrre  (b  many  nice  circiini(iances  mull 
coiriir  to  render  it  fuccefsful;  that  1 
wiMild  not  venture  to  pronounce  of  any 
t^'o  peilbns,  that  they  are  qualified  for 
each  other. 

1  do  not  know  a  woman  in  the  world 
who  I'eems  more  formed  to  render  a  man 
of  (enle  and  gcnerofity  happy  in  this  (Ute, 
than  Amafia  t  yet  I  (hould  Icarcely  have 
r  oiiragc  to  rectimmcnd  even  Amafia  to 
my  friend.  You  have  feen  her,  I  date 
i'dy,  »  tbouGtnd  times;  but  I  am  \mr» 
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fuadcd  fhe  never  attracted  your  parti- 
cular obfei'vation,  for  (he  is  in  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  are  ever  overlooked  in 
a  crowd.  As  often  as  I  converfe  with 
her,  fhe  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  golden 
a|;e :  there  is  an  innoccncy  and  hinpU- 
city  in  all  her  words  and  actions,  that 
equals  any  thing  the  poets  have  defcribed 
or  thofe  pure  and  artlefs  times.  Indeed^ 
the  greateft  part  of  her  life  has  been  fpent 
much  in  the  fame  way  as  the  early  inha- 
bitants of  the  world,  in  that  blamelcfs 
period  of  it,  ulitd,  we  are  told,  to  dif- 
pofc  ot  theirs ;  under  the  fhade  and  flicl- 
tcr  of  her  own  venei-able  oaks,  and  in 
thofe  rui-al  amufcments  which  are  fure 
to  produce  a  confirmed  habit  both  of 
health  and  chearfulnefs.  Amafia  never 
faid,  or  attempted  to  fay,  a  fprighfly 
thing  in  all  her  life ;  but  (be  has  done  ten 
thouiand  generous  ones :  and  if  (he  is 
not  the  muft  confpicuous  figure  at  an 
aflfemhly,  fhe  never  envied  or  maligned 
thole  who  are.  Her  heart  is  all  tender- 
nefs  and  benevolence:  no  fiiccefs  ever 
attended  any  of  her  acqiiaintance,  which 
did  not  fill  her  bofom  with  the  mofi  dilln- 
tercfled  complacency;  as  no  misfortune 
ever  reached  her  knowledge,  that  fhe  did 
not  relieve  or  participate  bv  her  gene- 
rofitv.  If  ever  (he  (liouUl  (all  vA.^vWt 
hands  of  a  iQ?A(V\e Vonti^  V^Xk^'V'iscv^ - 


3© 
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ftiiM  (he  would  rfteem  it  the  wocR  kind 
of  proftitution  to  rti^^  berfetf  into  any 
otlhir)  her  whole  life  would  be  one  con- 
tmited  faies  of  kindtiei«  and  compliance. 
The  humble  opinion  (he  has  of  her  own 
uncommon  merit,  would  mnke  her  Co 
rmich  the  more  fcnfiMe  of  her  hu<band*s; 
and  thole  little  fubmiiTions  on  his  ilde» 
which  a  womnn  of  .v.ore  pride  and  fpirit 
vrould  confuler  only  as  a  claim  of  right| 
would  be  eltetmed  by  Amafia  as  fo  many 


idditional  mocivei  to  her  love 
titude. 

But  if  I  dwell  any  longer  ' 
amiable  pi^lure,  I-may  be  ir 
perhaps,  of  refanbling  that  ai 
tift,  whoj^^rew  enamoured  of 
du^lion  orhis  own  pencils  for 
rity»  therefore,  3%  well  as  to  p 
to  your  trouble,  it  will  be  bcft, 
to  ftop  here.    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

TO   ORONTES. 


I  Was  anprehenfivc  my  laft  had  given 
you  but  too  much  occafiou  of  recol- 
Ic^ing  the  remark  uf  one  of  your  ad- 
mire;! anticnts,  ihat  *  the  ait  of  elo- 
•  oiiencc  is  taught  hy  man,  but  it  is  the 
'  Gods  aloi'e  that  infpirc  the  wii'dom  of 
«  fdcncc.*  That  wifdom,  however,  you 
are  not  willing  I  Oiould  yet  praf^ife;  and 
you  muft  needs,  it  feems,  have  my  far- 
ther fentimfnts  upon  thcOihjc^l  of  Ora- 
tdry.  Be  it  then  as  my  friend  requires; 
hut  let  hini  remember,  it  is  a  hazardous 
thing  to  prt  feme  men  upon  talking  on 
a  favo'svito  topic. 

One  cf  the  mod  plcafinjt  exaxifes  of 
the  imagination,  is  that  wherein  the  is 
em*;loyed  in  comparing  diftinit  ideas, 
and  diiVovtrinr;  their  various  ier.!nihlan- 
ct-s.  Theic  is  no  (ingle  [.rrct-ption  of 
the  mind  that  \i  not  cnpable  of  an  in- 
finite number  of  confilcrations  in  iTef'e- 
ITi'.ce  to  olhtrohj;6\s;  and  i;  iii  in  the 
novelty  and  xtiriciy  of  ihefc  uncxjw^led 
connti^ions,  that  the  richntfs  of  a  wnr- 
er's  genius  is  cUit'fly  difplaycd.  A  vi- 
cious and  lively  fancy dres  not  tiintly 
r;>r.l5ne  itfclf  to  the  idea  which  lies  before 
it,  but  looks  btyond  ihe  imnic-dl:.te  ob- 
fcv^  of  it's  contemplation,  and  ohl'ri  ves 
'h©«'  it  ftands  in  conformity  with  num- 
hnlefs  others.  It  is  theprcr;->^ativi:  of 
the  human  mind  thus  to  biin^r  ifs 
rn^a^s  together,  and  compaiT  the  lirvc- 
^d\  ciycwn-.ftan  es  bf  fmiilitudc  th.it  at- 
tend rhcm.  By  this  means  Elo^i-icnce 
Cxeirifes  a  kin-l  of  magTc  power;  tiic  can 
ralfc  innnmevahle  btauties  from  the  moil 
bari-en  fubjefls,  ar.J  give  the  grace  of 
lio\reIry  to  the  mot>  common.  The  ima- 
gination  is  thus  kept  awake  by  the  nioft 
i^tTeabJe  motion,  And  entertlined  wiiki 


a  thoufand  diiferent^views  be 
and  n;»ttire,  which  (fill  tcrmii 
the  principal  obie£V.  For  this 
prefer  the  metaphor  to  the  (inr 
far  more  plcafrng  methotl  of  ill 
In  the  former,  toe  aftlon  of  th« 
Icl's  languid,  as  it  U  employe 
and  the  fame  indant  in  comp; 
refcmblance  with  the  idea  it 
whereas,  in  the  latter,  it's  open 
more  (low,  being  obliged  to  liai 
it  were,  in  order  to  contemplat 
priiKJpal  obieft,  and  then  it' 
Ijwndmg  imai;e. 

Of  a!!  the  flowers,  however, 
belliih  the  regions  of  eloquence 
none  of  a  more  ter.dt'r  and  del 
tuivj  as  tijcre  is  nothing  wheit 
wriiC!  Is  more  diftlngm'fljed  fro 
an  ordinary  clafs,  than  in  the 
and  application  of  this  li^urc. 
liberty,  indeed,  to  range  thr 
whole  compats  of  creation,  an 
his  imai;es  from  every  obie£^  1 
rounds  him.  But  thou£;h  he  ma 
au'ply  furniflied  with-matena 
ju.h»mcnt  is  required  in  chufm; 
for  to  render  a  metaphor  pcifcf 
not  only  he  apt,  hut  pleafmg 
enteri:un,  as  well  as  enlighre 
Drydcn,  tliercfciT,  can  hardl; 
the  imputation  of  a  very  unpa 
breach  of  dclicucy, 'when,  in  1 
cation  of  his  Juvtnul,  heobfcr^ 
Earl  (if  Dcrfct,  that  «  fomc  b: 

*  ckn  y  theirownci  s  marks  abov 

*  ff»me brand  or  othtr  on  this  b 

*  that  ear^  that  it  is  notorious 

*  the  owners  of  the  cattle.'  '\ 
Manilius  fecms  to  have  raifH  r 
tti  l\ift  faaic  iu^Mdicious  kind. 
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ant  which  he  jayt  to  Homer  in 
Offing  veries : 


Cnjmffmt  tx  ere  pr^fmjn 
^eritjs  iatkes  in  carmint  duxit, 

lid  never  rcaJ  thefc  lines  without 
to  mind  thoi'e  groic/que  heads, 
are  fixed  to  the  roof  of  the  old 
j[of  Kiiig*s  College  in  Cambridge; 
he  ingenious  archite£l  has  repre- 
I  thea£l  of  Vomiting  out  the  rain, 
is  through  certain  pipes  moft  ju- 
■f  ftiicic  in  their  mouths  for  that 
.    Mr.  Addifon  recommends  a 

of  trying  the  piopriety  of  a 
>r,  by  di-awing  it  out  in  vifible 
tation.  Accordingly,  I  think 
ous  conceit  of  the  builder  might 
oycd  to  the  advantage  of  the 
I  that  univerfity,  andfcrvc  for  as 
n  illuilration  of  the  abfurdity  of 
s  image,  as  that  antient  piflurc 
Elian  mentions,  where  Homer 
red  with  a  dream  running  from 
:h,  and  a  groupe  of  potts  lapping 
I  di (lance.    . 

efides  a  cenain  decorum  which 
ite  to  conihtute  a  perfcft  me- 
a  writer  of  true  tafte  and  genius 
lys  iingle  out  the  moft  obvious 
and  place  them  in  the  moft  un- 

|ioints  of  refemblance.  Ac- 
h  all  allufions  which  point  to 

abftrule  branches  of  the  arts 
?s,  and  with  which  none  can  he 
to  be  acquainted  but  thoic  who 
le  far  into  the  deeper  ftudics, 
:  carcf'.lly  avoided,  not  only  as 

but  impertinent ;  as  they  pei-- 
jngle  ufe  of  this  figure,  and 
icr  grace  nor  force  to  the  idea 
Id  elucidate .  The  moft  pleaf- 
>lu>r*,  therefore,  are  thole  which 
td  from  the  moie  frequent  oc- 

ofan  or  nature,  or  the  civil 
ns  and  cuitoms  of  mankind. 
w  exprelfive,  yet  at  the  lame 
familiar,  is  that  image  which 
8  put  into  the  mouth  of  Met(  1- 
i  play  of  Caius  Marius,  where 
ulpicius 

wild  bull  whom  Marius  lettloofe 

tccafion,  when  he'd  make  Rome 

m, 

r  Uw3  and  libcrti's  i*  th*  air ! 

rver  met  with  a  more  agrfeil)Ie, 
^nific3nt  alhiijon,  Ihan  one 
Curtwu,  which  i$  borfowed 


from  the  moft  ordiofiiy  obje£l  in  com- 
mon life.     That  author  reiircfen'ts  Cr»* 
terus  as  difliiading  Alexander  from  con- 
tinuing his  Indian  expedition,  againft 
enemies  too  contemptible,  he  tells  him, 
for  the  gloiy  of  his  arms;  and  concludes 
his  fpeech  with  the  following  beautiftil 
thought:  Cito gloria ohfoUjcit  infordidit 
boftibusi  »'^  quidquam  hdigmus  tftquam 
confumi  eAm  ubi  wm  po'tffl  oihnd'i.  Now 
I  am  got  into  Latin  quotations,  I  can- 
not  forbear  mentioning  a  moft  beautiful 
paffage,  which  I  lattjly  had  the  pleafui* 
of  i-eading,  pnd  which  I  will  venture  to 
produce  as  equal  to  any  thing  of  the  fame 
kind,  either  in  antient  or  modern  com- 
pofition.     I  met  with  it  in  the  fpeech 
of  a  young  orator,  to  whom  I  have  the 
happmcfs  to  be  relatetl,  and  who  will  one 
day,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  prove  as  great 
an  honour  to  his  country,  as  he  is  at 
prefent  to  that  learned  fociety  of  which 
he  is  a  member.     He  is  fpeaking  of  the 
writings  of  a  celebrated   prelate,  who 
received  his  education  in  that  famous 
feminary  to  which  he  belongs,  and  iU 
luttrates  the  f)eculiar  elegance  which  dif- 
tinguiflies  all  that  author's  performances, 
by  the  following  juft  and  pleafing  a(&m* 
biage  of  diaion  and  imagery  :  In  qnOiU 
cunque  opus  ft  farabat   (et  fer  omnia 
fane  'verfatiU  iUius  fe  duxit  wgemumj     ' 
ncfcioqud  luce  fibi  foil  propria,  idiiim^ 
mmaviti  baud  diffimili  ei  aureo  Ittiani 
radio,  quipertotam  tabuUm  glifcau  earn 
'verifuam  denundat.    As  there  is  no- 
thing more  entertaining  to  the  imagina* 
tion  than   the  produftions  of  the  fine 
arts;  there  is  no  kind  of  fimilitudes  or 
metaphors  which  arc  in  general  more 
ftrikinsT,  than  thofe  which  allude  to  thcif 
properties  and  cffefts.     It  is  with  gieat 
judgment,  therefore,  that  the  iugenioui 
author  of  the  dialogue  concerning  the 
Decline  of  Eloquence  among  the  Ro- 
mans, recommends  to  his  orator  a  gene- 
ral  acquaintance  with  the  whole  circle 
of  the  polite  arts.     A  knowlec^e  of  this 
fort  fumiflies  an  author  with  iUuftra- 
tions  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind,  end 
fets  a  glofs  upon  his  compofiiions  which 
enlivens  them  with  finguhur  gnct  ind 
fpirit. 

Were  I  to  point  oat  the  beauty  and 
efficacy  of  metaphorical  language,  by 
particular  inftances,  I  ihould  rather  dra^ 
my  examples  from  the  moderns  than  the 
ancients ;  the  latter  being  fcarcelv,  f 
think,  fo  exia  a^d  dxXV^vt  \Tk  ^^Bm  %t. 
ticle  of  wnrtpofivxofi  ^^^^nwet*  TVa^ 
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greit  improireiDenttt  indeed,  in  natunl 
kDowledfre,  which  have  been  made  in 
theTe  later  ages,  have  opened  a  vein  of 
metaphor  entirely  unknown  to  the  an- 
tientt,  and  enriched  the  fancy  of  mo- 
dem wits  with  a  new  ftock  of  the  moil 
pleafing  fdeas :  a  circumftance  which 
iDuft  give  them  a  very  coniiderahle  ad- 
vantage over  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 
I  am  fure  ar  leaft,  of  all  the  writings 
virith  which  1  have  been  converfant,  the 
works  of  Mr.  Addifon  will  afford  the 
moft  abundant  fupply  of  this  kind,  in 
all  it*s  variety  and  perfe6\ion.  Truth 
and  beauty  of  imagery  is,  indeed,  his 
chara6leiiliical  diftirw^tion*  and  the  prin- 
cipal point  of  eminence  which  niilcs  his 
ftyle  above  that  oF  every  author  in  any 
language  that  has  fallen  wichin  my  no- 
tice. He  is  every  where  highly  figura- 
tive i  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  is  the 
moft  eafy  and  perfpicuous  writer  I  have 
cvi^  perufed.  The  reafon  is,  his  images 
are  always  taken  from  the  moft  natural 
and  familiar  appearances;  as  they  are 
chofen  with  the  utmoft  delicacy  and 
judgment.  Sufter  roe  only  to  mention 
one  out  of  a  thoufand  I  could  name,  as 
it  appears  to  me  the  fined  and  moft  ex- 
premve  that  ever  language  conveytd. 
It  is  in  oneof  liis  inimitable  papers  up- 
on Paradilc  XA>ft,  where  he  im  taking 
notice  of  thofe  changes  in  nature  which 
the  author  of  that  truly  divine  poem  de- 
fcribes  as  immediately  fiicceedinn  the 
lall.  Among  other  piod^ics,  Miltcn 
reprefents  the  fun  in  an  edipTe)  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  bright  cloud  in  the 

■  weftern  region  of  the  heavens  dcfcend- 
ing  with  a  band  of  angels.  Mr.  AJdi- 
fon,  in  order  to  fliew  his  au thorns  art  and 
judgment  in  the  conduct  and  difpofition 

,of  this  fublime  fcenery,  obferves,  •  The 

*  whole  theatre  of  nature  is  darkened, 

*  that  this  glorious  machine  may  appear 

*  in  all  it*8  lultre  and  magnificence.^  I 
know  not,  Oiuntes,  whether  you  will 
•igrfi  in  lentiment  with  nr.e;  but  I  muft 
cunfcfs  I  am  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire 
molt  upon  this  occafton,  the  poet  or  the 
c.'itic. 

,  There  is  a  double  beauty  in  images 
^f  this  kind  when  they  are  not  only  me* 
taphors,  but  allu lions.  I  was  mifch 
•pleafed  with  an  inltance  of  this  un- 
.common  fpecies,  in  a  little  poem  intitled 
The  SpUtn*  The  autlior  of  that  uiece, 
(wholu>  thrown  togetli^r  more  original 
tboughti  than  I  cn'(:r  read  in  the  lame 
<ompsLf9  of  luits)  ij^eaking  of  the  ad- 


vantages of  exercife  in  diiiipttin 
gloomy  vapours,  which  are  fo 
hang  upon  fome  minds^  empli 
following  hnage— 

Throw  but  a  ftooe,  the  giant  i 

You  will  obferve,  6rontet,  that 
taphor  here  is  conceived  with  gn 
priety  of  thought,  xf  we  coniidei 
in  it*s  primary  view  ;  but  whei 
it  pointing  ftill  fiarther,  and  hii 
the  ftory  of  David  and  Goliath 
celves  a  very  considerable  imprc 
from  this  double  application. 

It  muft  beownwl,  fume  of  the 
authors,  both  antient  and  moder 
made  many  remarkable  flips  in  i 
nagementof  this  figure,  and  hav 
times  exprefled  themfelves  with : 
impropriety  as  an  honeft  failor 
acquaintance,  a  captain  of  a  pr 
who  wrote  an  account  to  his  ov 
an  en^gement,  in  which  he  I 
good  fortune,  he  told  them,  of 
only  one  of  his  bands  fhut  throi 
nolc*  The  great  caution  therefon 
be,  never  to  join  any  idea  to  a  fig 
expreftion,  which  would  not  be  a 
ble  to  it  in  a  literal  fenP*.  Thus 
in  his  treatife  De  d'aris  Ora 
rj>eaking  of  the  family  of  the  Sci 
guilty  of  an  impropriety  of  thii 
O  generofam  fltrpem,  Uys  he, 
guam  in  unmm  arborem  tlxra 
fie  in  iflam  damum  multorum 
ntque  lUuminatam  fapientiam, 
Addifon,  likewile,  has  fallen 
eiTorof  the  fame  fort,  where  he  ol 

*  There  is  not  a  fmgle  view  of 

*  nature,  which  is  not  fufHcieni 

*  tinguijb  the  feeds  of  pritle.' 
palTage  he  evidently  unites  ima 
gether,  which  have  no  conned i< 
each  other.  When  a  feed  has 
power  of  vegetation,  I  might  ii 
taphorical  fenfe  fay  it  is  extin^ 
but  when  in  the  fame  fenfe  I  c 
difpofition  of  the  heart  which  p: 
pride  the />fi  of  that  paftion,  I  < 
without  introducing  a  cqnfafion  c 
apply  any  word  to  Jeed,  but  what 
fponds  with  it's  real  properties 
cumftances. 

Another  miftake  m  the  ufe 
figure  is,  when  difterent  ima| 
croudedtooclofe  upon  each  other 
exprefs  myfelf  after  QuinAilian] 
a  lentence  fets  out  with  ftorms  ar 
neftt»  and  ends  with  fire  and  flan 
]udk\ou%  vtikdec  >n'\\\  ^VA^v^^  ik.\i 
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pnfiy  of  tliii  kind  in  one  of  the  late 
tib]r>  of  tbe  JDimttable  author  1^ 
^«tf«dr  »bere  he  teiU  ut.  That  women 
WRform^d  Cotempermankin^r  nol  to 
|i  ao  iii^^  upon  their  nkindst  ^^^^  blow 
ip  in  tfaein  iboTc  paHioni  nfhKh  arc  too 
Iff  [0  life  of  their  c»wn  acrord^  Thua  a 
crichrsted  crator,  fpealda^  of  that  little 
blackesine  fpiht  in  mankind,  which  ii 
fcMdaf  difcovering  fpoU  in  the  brigbteft- 
cbfaArnp  Fcnurkc,  that  when  ptrrfons 
«f  thii  caft  of  temper  have  meniion«l 
anr  virtu;  jn  their  ue^ghbour.  It  is  wclZi 
if,  ro  balance  the  matter,  they  do  not 
clap  fuinc  fjutt  iiitojlie  oppuiite  (calc^ 
thit  To  thf  eittm;r  may  ttot  g9  t^  ivifh 
jtpug  ataurs*  Dr«  Swift  aliu,  vvhofe 
Ivlf  n  th«;  moft  pure  an^  iimplc  of  any 
ef  oi4f  clatlic  writer*,  %T}d  who  itoe«  not 
ixm  in  general  very  fond  of  the  figii- 
ntivt  maoncrp  is  not  always  free  fi'om 
tenfutt  in  hia  manaj^cment  of  the  me- 
tiphorual  kn§^it3gr>  In  his  e^ay  on  the 
O^denfionfl  of  Acheni  and  Rome^  fpeak- 
iig  of  the  populace,  he  takc«  noti<le, 
Taatthougn  in  their  comipr  rotiotx  of 
drinc  worlhip  they  are  af>c  lo  multiply 
Adr  gods,  yet  their  earthly  cfevotion  ia 
lEirfom  paid  to  above  one  iJoi  at  a  time, 
vbofeoar  they  pull  with  lefs.niuiinur- 
in^>  inA  much  mort  ikill,  than  when 
i^n  fliare  thtiaJiftgj  or  even  hM  the 
^.  ThemoA  mjudicioiiE  writci  could 
asipoffihty  have  fallen  iuto  a  more  ab- 
fiini  inconMeDcv  of  metaphor,  thanthia 
f«ianitwii  h»  inadvertently  been  he- 
mmed into,  in  ihU  p^fTage*  For  what 
Mwftion  is  there  between  wor(hipping 
^  WBuvf,  an^l  who  ever  heard  hefore 
of  palling  the  «f  of  an  idol  ^ 

Ai  diffe  are  certain  metiphori  which 
Vf  common  to  all  languagea  ;  there  arc 
*^  flf  (b  delicate  a  nature>  as  not  to 
hor  ttuTplanting  from  one'nation  Into 


another.  There  1*  no  part,  therefore,  of 
the  btiJtnrfs  of  a  tranfl^ror  more  diffi- 
cult to  manage  than  this  %ujrc,  aa  it 
requires  great  judgment  to  diltirguiAi 
when  It  may,  and  may  not,  be  natu- 
ralized with  propriety  and  elegance. 
The  want  of  tms  neceiTary  difccrnment 
has  led  the  common  race  of  tranllaron 
into  great  abl'nixlities,  and  ii  one  of  the 
principal  rcafon^  that  perfonnancea  tjf 
tills  kind  are  generally  lo  irtipid.  What 
ftnngc  woik,  for  inllancc,  would  an  in- 
ludKiouf  lOfeipreter  make  ^'Ith  the  fot* 
Jawing  metaphor  in  Homer  } 

But  Mr.  Pope,  by  artfully  dropping  th& 
particular  jmage,  yet  retaining  the  ge* 
neral  idea,  has  happily  prcfcrvti^i  the  tpi- 
nt  of  lu£  author,  and  at  the  time  time 
humoured  the  dilfercnt  taltc  of  hii  own 
countrymen: 

Eicb  finglc  Greek,  inthiicanclgrivc  nri/cv 
Stands  on  y^c  fbdrptft  tdgt  of  deathor  liie. 

And  now,  Oront«,  do  you  not  tbint 
It  high  time  to  he  dTfmifTed  from  thii 
fjiry  land  ?  Permit  me,  however,  Juft  to 
!idd>  tli:^t  thi^  ^g^tir,  which  caiU  fe 
much  light  and  beavtty  upon  works  of 
genius,  ftnght  lo  W  entirely  baniihe4 
from  the  fcverer  compofiiions  of  philo- 
fophy-  It  is  the  bufmef*  of  the  latter  to 
r^paratc  rcfembbnces,  not  to  find  thcm^ 
and  to  deliver  her  difcoverie%  in  the 
phineft  and  moJt  unornamentcd  ex« 
prcffionfi.  Much  difpute,  and,  perhaps, 
many  errors,  might  have  hren  avoided^ 
if  mctajjbor  hud  been  thus  confine4 
wuhin  it's  proper  limits,  and  never 
wanJcred  from  the  recrion*  of  eloquence 
and  poetry.     1  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXV. 


TO    PH 

DON*T  you  begin  to  think  that  T 
ill  deferve  the  pjiicrlption  you 
fc*we,  fince  1  bate  fcarce  had  the 
KmtAt  even  to  thank  yoo  for  it?  It 
ttift  be  <onfcfl«i  I  have  neeleflcd  to 
hmr  my  /if^fitf*  "^itb  the  bcttffur  <iut 
mm^t  that  is,  1  have  omitted  r^ot 
nly  whatlou^ht  r^  h^^v  perio:meJ  in 
ioti-kf^edii^g,    but  w/iat  ,(  am    «- 


ILOTES. 

prcfsly  enjoined  by  my  Bible.  I  am 
nor,  however,  entjrelv  without  ejtcufe  i 
a  nily  one,  I  ovvn  ;  ncverthtleJf  ^  it  i«  the 
truth.  I  have  lately  been  a  good  deal 
out  of  fpirits*  But  at  length  the  6t  it 
over.  Amwrgrt  the  number  ofthoft 
thin^  which  are  wantiiig  to  fccure  me 
fiam  a  return  of  it,  J  mult  always 
reckon  the  com^ti^  q[  xb^  it\«u\*   \ 
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have.  ind«4>  frecjucnc  •cpaUion  for  you } 
not  in  the  way  of  your  profcilion*  but 
in. 91  better:  in  the  way  of  friendfliip* 
Xbere  it  a  healing  quality  in  that  inter- 
courfCf  which  a  certain  author  ha«,  with 


tirement  it  my  dear  delu^  yet»  npoo' 
iome  occafionsy  I  tbink  loaTe  too  much 
of  Hi  and  I  agrte  with  Balzac^  fag  la 
JoUhfdi  ejk  certmntmau  mu  kiSe  cbofpt 


4|tfinite  propriety,  termed  the  medicine  ef  fachg  repoudrey  i  qui  n$  P^*  ^^  ^ 


ijff^  It  16  a  medicine,  which  unluckily 
lies  almod  wholly  out  of  my  rt:ach( 
fortune  having  feparated  ine  from  thole 
(ew  friends  whom  I  pretend  or  d^ffire  to 
flaim.  Qeneral  acquaintances,  you 
know,  I  am  not  niUcU  indined  to  cul- 
tlyate ;  1*0  that  I  r^ni  at  prtfcnr  as  much 
fecluded  from  fociety  as  >t'  I  were  a  fo- 
journer  in  afiran^e  land*    Though  le- 


terns  em  terns,  que  lajbiitmk  ^  ume  bdle 
cbofe.  But  I  mull  not  forger,  that  as 
}  Ibmetimes  want,  company,  you  may 
as  often  wi(h  to  be  alone  $  and  that  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  at  this  in((ant  break- 
ing in  upon  one  of  thofe  hout^  which 
you  defire  to  enioy  without  interi-uption. 
I  will  only  dc^tain  vou»  thtrefore,  whtUI 
I  add,  that  1  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXVI. 


TO    PHIDIPPUS. 


IF  that  friend  of  yours,  whom  you 
are  defirous  to  add  to  the  number  of 
mine,  were  endued  with  fto  other  quality 
than  the  laft  you  mentioned  in  ihe  cata- 
logue of  his  virtues,  I  fliould  eftcem  his 
acquaintance  as  one  of  nw  molt  valuable 
privilege!:.  When  you  aiuired  me,  there- 
fore, of  the  gciicroiity  of  his  difpofition, 
I  wanted  no  additional  motive  to  em- 
brace your  propoial  of  joining  you  and 
him  at  •  *.  To  fay  tnuh,  I  confider  a 
eenerous  mind  as  the  noblell  work  of 
tne  creation,  and  am  perfuaded,  where- 
ever  it  reddes,  no  real  merit  can  he  want- 
ing. It  is,  pcrliaps,  the  moft  fingular 
of  all  the  moral  endowments:  I  am 
fure,  dt  lead,  it  is  often  imputed  where 
k  cannot  juftly  be  claimed.  The  meaneft 
felf  love,  under  fonic  refined  difguifc, 
frequently  palVes  upon  common  ob- 
fervers  for  this  godlike  principle}  and 
I  have  known  many  a  popular  a£b'on 
attributed  to  this  motive,  when  it  flowed 
from  no  higher  a  Iburcc  than  the  fug- 
geftions  of  concealed  vanity.  Good- 
nature, as  it  ha&  many  features  in  com- 
mon with  this  virtue,  is  ufually  mif- 
takeo  for  it :  the  former,  however,  is 
but  the  clftft,  poflibly,  of  a  happy 
difpofition  of  the  animal  l^ruAure,  or, 
its  Dryden  ibmewhere  calls  it,  of  a  cer- 
tain '  milkinefs  of  biood  :*  wherras  the 
latter  is  frated  in  th«  mind,  and  can  ne- 
terfubfift  where  good-fenlie  and  enlarg- 
jed  fehtimems  h  ve  noexiflence.  Ii  is 
entirt)y  founded,  indeed,  ujwn  juftncfs 
of  thought:  which,  perhaps,  is  the  rca- 
ibii  this  virtue  is  io^iiitlc  the  chaiac- 


MAY  I,  1745. 
teriftic  of  mankind  in  general-  A  man, 
whofe  mind  is  warped  by  the  fclfiAi 
pafTions,  or  contracted  by  the  narrow 
prejudices  of  fcfls  or  parties,  if  he  does 
not  want  honcfty,  inuft  undoubtediy 
want  underftanding.  The  fame  clouds 
that  darken  his  intellectual  views,  oh-* 
(trii£t  his  moral  ones;  and  his  gene- 
rofity  is  extremely  circnmicitbed,  be- 
caufc  his  rtafon  is  extremely  limited. 

It  is  the  di(tingiii(hing  pre-eminence 
of  the  Chriftiaji  fyilem,  that  it  cherrfhes 
this  elevated  piinc'ple  in  one  of  it's 
nobleft  exertions.  Forgivencfs  of  in- 
juries, I  confefs  indeed,  has  been  incul- 
cated by  levcral  of  the  heathen  moralifts  ; 
but  it  never  entered  into  tlie  e(tabli(hed 
ordinances  of  any  religion,  till  it  had 
the  r.mCtion  of  the  great.  Author  of  ours. 
I  have  often,  however,  wondered  that 
the  antients,  who  raifed  fo  many  vjnnet 
and  affections  of  the  mind  intodiTinittes, 
fliould  never  have  given  a  place  in  their 
temples  to  Generotity;  unlets,  perhap<, 
they  included  it  under  the  nation  of 
FIDES  or  HONOS.  But  furely  file  might 
reafonably  have  claimed  a  feparate  altar, 
and  fuperior  rites.  A  principle  of  ho- 
nour may  reltram  a  man  from  counter* 
aC-ing  the  focial  lies,  who  yet  has  no- 
thing of  that  active  flame  of  generofity, 
which  is  too  powerful  to  be  confined 
within  the  humble  boundaries  of  mere 
negative  duties.  True  generofity  rif^ 
above  the  ordinary  rules  of  fociarcon* 
duCt,  and  flows  with  much  too  full, a 
ftr^.a'n  vo  be  cottcvi^v«.tv<uded  within  the 
precvCe  nvask^  oi  U)ttGa\  ^^ttv^x^ ,.  \\\% 
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pnfici||]e  in  the  (bul*  which 
Gcpani:}*  til  her  vJnu«B  f'^r 
btjond  tbo^  whicli  ant  onlf  the  fotced 
»d  onnstural  produflioni  of  i  timid 
«i*bifnce.  The  mm  who  11  influenced 
ingly  by  nKMiref  of  th«  Utter  kind, 
lint  no  higher  than  at  certmm  aiitho-- 
native  fUndard^t  vrithout  circjc  attempt' 
ag  to  reach  thole  glorioui  devations, 
tv&ch  conftitute  the  ooly  tru«  heroifm 
pf  the  (bcul  chuuflcr.  RcU^on^  witb- 
Dot  thii  fb^enrrgn  prmcipk^  deg^ncr:itei 
iWi  fliFifli  fear,  and  wiJdom  into  a  fpe* 
cxHis  cunning  ;  leaning  i$  but  thcavi- 
rxc  of  rhc  mind,  and  wit  ii^i  more 
pWifin^  kiDd  oF  mitlnefi.  In  a  word> 
Edur  iJty  fanfti/Wb  every  p^wTi,  and 
addi  giacc  to  every  acquinti«n  ot  the 


foul ;  and  if  it  doei  not  ncc«fr«fi1y  in*, 

cLudc,  M  kait  itreflcfl^i  lullte  itpon  tb« 
whole  circle  of  moral  and  intcllcSuat 
qualities* 

£ut  1  am  running  into  a  general  pane- 
g^cic  upon  geiieiofity, when  Ior»ly  meant- 
to  acknowledge  the:  particular  inftance 
you  h:ivc  fliven  me  of  yoiirt,  in  beinff . 
dtfuoui  orcommunicating  to n>c  a  trea«: 
fuiT,  which  1  know  much  better  how  u>. 
value  than  how  to  ddcrve-  Be  (ilTuivd, 
ibctcforci  though  Euphrohius had  nontf 
ni  ihoit  polite  acco<npliihment»  votg- 
enumerate,  yei^  after  what  you  hare  in^ 
tormcd  me  concerning  hia  heart,  lOioulJ^ 
efteem  hia  fritndfhipof  more  wonh  than-  : 
all  the  learning  of  anti^m  Grectrc,  and  all 
the  virtu  of  modem  luiy*     X  am^  £»:, 


LETTER  aiXVIL 


TO    lAPPBO*. 


WHILE  yet  no  amVotit  youthi  t* 
round  thee  bov, 
NDrflitt^nnf  verfcconvr})  thcf^JthttfiTDW} 
To  inter  nom  will  Svpph'^'i  ft^qi  Atrrnd^ 
Aodert  Jhebem  tke  lo^erj  he*r  the  frieo4  ? 
Letmiids  lefi  blefs'4  employ  th«ir  oiciact 
irti 
To  rcign  pcoud   tyrants  o'tr   unnumbered 

hearts} 
Uay  Sappho  learn  (for  nob'er  triumphs  bom) 
Thofc  Jlctle  conquefts  of  her  fex  to  (com. 
To  form  thy  bofom  Co  each  g co'rous  deed  j 
To  plant  thy  mind  with  ev*ry  ufeful  feed} 
Be  tticiir  thy  arts  i  nor  fpaie  the  grateful  toil. 
Where  nature's  hand  has  blefs'd  the  happy 

foil. 
So  ftalt  thoa  know,  with  pleafiog  (kill  to 


The  lovely  Miftftfs  and  inilruAive  Friend : 
So  flute  thoo  know,  when  unrelenting  Time 
Shall  fpoil  thofe  chaims  yet  op*oing  to  their 

prime. 
To  eafe  the  Icfs  of  beauty's  traniient  flow% 
While  ica(Mi  keeps  what  rapturegavc  bcibre. 
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And  ah  I  whillt  «■:,  fitr  diwnlag,  fpreadi^ 

It  1  riy, 
Sertady  rihng  to  i  g^oTtoai  day. 
To  hiU  the  growing  luihe  oft  b«  nuntf 
Tb&tt  eflrJyfav'ritcoftht  Tiered  Nine  1 
And  QkiW  the  Mufe  >iiith  blimdcT]  bodk 

pre  tend  f 
In  youtb^  gay  bloom  thit  Sappho  call'd  me  , 

friend : 
'  That  urg'd  by  me  (he  (bunn*d  the  daog*root 

way. 
Where  heedlefs  maids  in  endlefs  error  (hay; 
That  fcorning  foon  her  fex^s  idler  art, 
Fair  praife  infpir  d  and  virtoe  warm*d  hef 

heart ; 
That  fond  to  reach  the  diftant  paths  of  fame,' 
I  taught  her  infant  geniut  where  to  aimf 
Thus  when  the  feathered  choir  firft  tempt  the 

4,, 
And,  all  uofluird,  their  feeble  pinions  try^ 
Th*  experieoc'd  (ire  prefcribes  the  adfeot*rout 

height. 
Guides  the  young  wing,  and  pleased  attcada 

the  flight. 


LETTER   XXVIIL 


TO   PHIDIPPUS. 


YES,  Pliidippas,  I  entirely  agree 
with  you  t  theantients  mo(l  cer- 
caiaiy  hadmiKh  loftier  notions  of  Friend- 


fhipf  than  feem  to  be  generally  enter- 
taincd  at  prefent.  But  may  they  w% 
juftly  be  confidered  on  this  Yubjc£t,^a4 


.*  A  fwag  My  of  thirtecB  yttn  of  «i|t% 


^wvrcccv^ 
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dbwrnright  enthufrnftt?  Whim,  rndeed, 
t^  talk  of  friendfliip  as  a  virtue,  or 
plice  it  in  a  rank  little  inferior^  I  can 
admire  the  generous  warmth  of  their 
ftntknents;  but  when  they  go  fo  far  as 
tDOMke  it  a  ferious  qitenion,  whether 
Joftkc  herfelf  ought  not  in  fome  paiti- 
calar  cafts  to  yield  to  this  their  fupreme 
iftAion  of  the  heart;  there,  I  confei's, 
tfaer  leave  me  far  behind. 

Ijf  we  had  not  a  treatiie  extant  upon 
dK  fabje^^,  we  Ibould  fcaixe  believe  this 
h£t  upon  the  credit  of  ihofe  authors  who 
tavt  delivered  it  down  to  us  :  but  Ci- 
cero bimfelf  has  ventured  to  take  the 
affirmative  fide  •f  this  debate  in  his  ce- 
lebrated dialogue  infcribed  Lxlius.  He 
followed,  it  Teems,  in  this  notion,  the 
lentimcnts  of  the  Grecian  Thcophrafbis, 
who  publickty  maintained  the  Time  afto- 
niihins:  theory. 

Itmu(l  be  confcflTcd,  however,  thefe 
admirers  of  the  falfe  ruhlimc  in  Friend- 
Hup  talk  upon  this  lubje6l  with  fo  much 
cution  and  in  I'tich  ^encrnl  icnns, 
tiut  one  is  inclined  to  think  ihcy  them- 
lUves  a  little  fufpe^ted  the  validity  of 
diofe  very  principles  tliey  would  incul- 
cate. We  find,  at  leafi,  a  remarkable 
inftanee  to  that  purpofc,  in  a  circum- 
iaace  idated  dt  Chilo,  one  of  thoie 
ftmous  'fages  who  are  diftinguifbed  by 
^be  pompous  title  of  the  Wife  Men  of 
'    Grwce. 

TTiat  celebrated  philofopher,  being 
upon  bis  death-bed,  addreifed  himfeit, 
we  are  infonned,  to  his  friends  who 
Aood  round  him^  to  the  fuUcwingeffefl-— 
'  I  cannot,  through  the  courfc  of  a  long 
^  life,  look  back  with  imeannefs  upon 
'  an?  dnglc  inftance  of  my  conduct, 

•  apleTs,  perhaps,  on  that  which  1  am 

•  going  to  mention,  wherein,  I  confefs, 
'  I  am  (till  doubtful  whether  I  a6led  as 
'  I  ought,  or  not.     I  was  once  appoint- 

•  ed  judge    in   conjunction   with    two 

•  others,  when  my  panicuhr  friend  was 

•  arraigned  before  us:  were  the  laws 
^  to  have  taken   their   free  courfe,  he 

•  «iuft  inevitably  have  been  condemned 

•  to  die.    After  much  debate   thcre- 

•  fore  with  myfeli',  I  rtfolved  U|H>n  this 

•  expedient;  I  gave  my  own  vote  accord- 

•  ing  to  my  confcience,  but  at  the  fame 

•  time  emj  loycd  all  my  eloquence  to 
<  prevail  with  my  afTociates  to  ahfolve 

•  the  criminal.  Now  I  cannot  but  re- 
'  A^  upon  this  a6^  .with  concern,  as 

/  Asumtg  there  was  Ibnaething  of  per- 


'  fidy,  in  perfuading  others  to  go  coan- 

*  ter  to  what  I  myftlf  efteemedright.* 
It  does  not,   c^ainly,  inquire  any 

great  depth'  of  cafuiftry  to  pronounce 
upon  a  cafe  of  this  nature.  And  yet, 
had  Tully,  that  great  mifler  of  realbn, 
been  Chilo*s  confeflbr  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  it  is  very  plain  he  would  have  given 
him  abfolution,  to  the  juft  fcandal  of  tfat 
moft  ignorant  curate  that  ever  lulled  a 
countr)'  village. 

What  I  have  here  obferved,  will  (hg- 
gctkf  if  I  miHake  not,  a  very  clear  anfwer 
to  the  queftion  you  propole-^*  Whenee 

*  it  fhould  happen,  that  we  meet  with 

<  inftances    of   fritndfhip    amon^  the 

*  Greeks  and  Romans,  far  fuperior  to 

*  any  thin^r  of  the  fame  kind  which 

*  mudern  times  have  produced?*  For 
while  the  grcateft  geniufes  among  them 
employed  their  taknts  in  exaltmc;  this 
noble  affe£lion,  and  it  was  encouraged 
even  by  the  laws  themfelves;  what  eOjj^s 
might  one  not  expeft  to  aiife  fiom  the 
concurrence  of  fuchf  powerful  c.^ufcs? 
The  fevcnil  examples  of  this  kind  which 
you  have  pointed  out,  are  undoubtedly 
highly  animating  and  fingtilar;  to  whicd 
give  me  leave  to  add  one  inftance  no  IcJs 
remarkable,  though,  I  think,  not  fo 
commoniv  obfervcd.  ' 

Eudamidns,  the  Corinthian,  (at  the 
(lory  is  rehted  in  Lucian*8  ToxarisY 
though  in  low  ciicumftancet  himfel^ 
was  happy  in  the  friendfhtp  oftwovrry 
wealthy  pcrfons,  Charixenjis  and  Are- 
theu9.  Eudamidas,  finding  himlelf 
drawing  ne^tr  his  end,  made  his  will  in 
the  following  terms:  '  I  leave  my  mo« 
'  ther  to  Aretheus,  to   be  maiviained 

<  and  proief^ed  by  b!m  in  her  old  age. 

*  I  bequeath  to  Charixenus  the  care  of 

*  my  daughter;  defiring  that  he  would 

*  fee  her  difpofed  of  in  marriage,  and 

*  portion  her  at  the  (ime  time  with  aa 

*  ample  a  fortune  as  his  circumftancet 

*  (hall  admit:  and»  in  cafe  of  the  death 

*  of  either  of  theli;  my  two  friends,  I 

*  fubftitute  the  lurvivyr  in  his  place.^ 
This  will  was  looktd  upon  by  fome 

(as  we  may  well  imagine)  to  be  ex* 
tretncly  ricliculoufi:  however,  the  lega- 
tees received  information  of  it  with  very 
different  fentimcnts,  accepting  of  tlieir 
refpei'live  legacies  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion.  It  happenetl  that  Charixenus  di«d 
a  few  days  At^.,'  h'n  friend  the  teftatori 
the  furvivorfhip  therefore  taking  plrtce 
in  favour  of  Arabcus^  he  accordingly 
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Mtonlf  took  QMn  bimlelf  the  care  of 
kM  frieod^t  motheri  but  alfo  made  %n 
mpal  diftribmion  of  hit  eftate  be- 
tn^ei  tlna  child  of  Eudamidatf  and  an 
•■W'draghier  of  hit  own,  folemnixing 
Ml  tfiiii'  narriagetoD  the  ftme  day. 

1  do  not  recolteft  diatany  of  themo- 
dvM  hato  raifed  their  notiooe  of  friend- 
flrip  to  IheTe  extravMmt  heightt»  ex- 
€e|!tiag  only  a  very  ungnltr  French  au- 
thor, who  taika  in  a  more  romantic 
Mn  n|ioa  thit  fubje£^  than  even  th^ 
MMott  themfehret.  Could  you.  Phi- 
dipput,  believe  a  man  in  eameft,  who 
ftoald  aflert  that  the  fecret  one  hat 
iivora  never  to  reveal,  may  without  per- 
jury be  difcovered  to  one*s  friend  ?  Yet 


the  honeft  Montaigne  hat  ventured 
sravely  to  advance  thit  extraordinary 
do£lrine  in  clear  and  pofitive  termt. 
But  I  never  knew  a  fennble  man  in  my 
life,  that  wat  not  an  enthuiiaft  upon 
fome  favourite  point;  at  indeed  there  it 
none  where  it  it  more  excufable  than  in 
the  article  of  friend fhip.  It  is  that  which 
affbrdt  the  moft  pleafing  funfliine  of  our 
dayt;  if  therefore  we  fee  it  now  and 
then  break  out  with  a  more  than  reafon- 
able  warmth  and  lutlre,  who  is  there 
that  will  not  be  inclined  to  pardon  an 
exceft,  which  can  only  flow  from  the 
moft>generout  principle!?  Adieu.  I 
am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXIX. 


TO  THE  tAMS. 


WHE  N  I  mentioned graa  at  ef- 
finstial    in    conftituting  a  fine 
writer,  I  rather  honed  to  have  found  my 
lentimentt  refledea  back  with  a  clearer 
light  bjr  yourt,    than  imagined  vou 
would  have  called  upon  me  to  explain 
in  form,  what  I  only  threw  out  by  ac- 
cidait»    To  confeft  the  truth,  I  know 
Dol  whetfaor,  after  all  that  can  be  (aid  to 
iUuftrate  thit  uncommon  quality,  it  muft 
aoc  at  laft  be  reiblved  into  the  poet*a 
9tMto  wmt^tan  tt  faUk  Umtum.    In 
calaa  of  thia  kind,  where  language  doet 
aoK  inmily  ut  with  proper  wordt  to  ex- 
pnft  the  nociont  of  one*t  mind,  we  can 
ooiy  convey  our  fentimenta  in  figura- 
tive tennt  t  a  defieft  which  neoe&rily 
intraducta  ibaie  ob(curity« 

I  fnll  not,  therefore,  underuke  to 
k  out  with  any  ibrtof  precifion, 
idea  which  I  MRMild  csprtft  by  the 
grmcit  and,  perhaps,  it  can  no 
be  clearljr  docribed  than  juftly 
defined.  To  give  you,  however,  a  ge- 
neral intiaiitioD  of  what  I  mean  when 
I  andy  that  term  to  compofitiont  of 
gHUUf,  I  would  reicroble  it  to  that  eafy 
air,  which  (b  remarkably  diftinguifliea 
ccttuii  peribnt  of  a  gented  and  liberal 
cat.  Iteonfiftf,  not  only  in  the  partt- 
ciibr  beauty  of  finele  partt,  but  arilee 
fram  the  general  lymmetry  and  con- 
inidion  of  the  whole.  An  author 
may  be  jail  in  hit  (entimentt,  lively  in 
kiafigures^  and  clrar  in  hie  exprefiion ; 
f§t  MOM/  bMYc  no  clMim  to  be  admitted 
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into  the  rank  of  finifhed  writers.  Thofii 
feveral  members  muft  be  fo  agreeably 
united  as  mutually  to  rtfieR  beauty 
upon  each  other  t  their  arrangement 
muft  be  fo  happily  dirpofed  at  not  to 
admit  of  the  leaft  tranfpofition  without 
manifeft  prejudice  to  the  entire  piece. 
The  thoughts,  the  metaphors,  the  al* 
lufions,  and  the  diflion,  fliould  appear 
eafy  and  natural,  and  feem  to  arife 
like  fo  many  fpontaneous  produAions, 
rather  than  at  the  effect  of  art  or  la« 
hour. 

Whatever,  therefore,  is  forced,  or 
aflFeAed  in  the  fentiments;  whatever  ia 
pompous  or  pedantic  in  the  exprefHon, 
IS  the  very  reverie  oigrmtg.  Her  mien 
it  neither  that  of  a  prude  nor  a  coquet  % 
file  is  regular  without  formality,  and 
fprightly  without  being  fantaftical. 
Grace,  in  (hort,  is  to  good  writing, 
what  a  proper  light  is  to  a  fine  picture  { 
it  not  only  (hews  all  the  figures  in 
their  feveral  proportions  and  relations, 
but  fhewt  them  in  the  moft  advantage* 
ous  manner. 

At  gentility  (to  refume  my  former 
illuftration)  appears  in  the  minuteft 
aftion,  and  improvet  the  moft  ir.confi- 
derable  gefture ;  fo  grace  it  difcovei-ed 
in  the  placing  even  of  a  fingle  word,  or 
the  turn  of  a  mere  expletive.  Neither 
it  thit  inexpreftible  quality  confined  to 
one  fpeciet  of  com|>ofition  onl^^  h-MX 
extendt  to  a\\  iVve  N^noti^  Vat\^\\  t^  ^^ 
bumble  piUoviX  9i%  >i«^V\  ^a  x»  ^^\q^v] 
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£pic{  from  the  (li|hteft  letter  to  the 
moft  foiemn  difcour^. 

I  know  not  whetlier  Sir  William 
Temple  may  not  be  confidered  as  the 
firft  of  our  prpfe  authors  who  intro- 
duced a  graceful  mamt$r  into  our  Ian- 
Sage.  At  lealt  that  quality  does  not 
m  to  have  apptared  early,  or  fpread 
far,  amongft  us.  But  wherefoever  we 
•may  look  for  it*s  origin,  it  is  certainly 
to  be  found  in  it's  higheft  perftflion  in 
theeifays  of  a  gentleman  whofe  writings 
will  be  diftinguitlied  fo  long  as  polite- 
iMfs  and  good-l'eofe  have  any  admirers. 


That  becoming  air  which  Tully  efteem* 
ed  the  criterion  of  fine  compo(itioB»  and 
which  every  reader,  he  fays,  imagines 
fo  eafy  to  be  imitated^  yet  will  find  fo 
difficult  to  attain,  is  the  preraliag  cha- 
raf^eriftic  of  all  that  excellent  author's 
moft  elegant  performances.  In  a  woid» 
one  may  juftly  apply  to  him  what  Plato, 
in  his  allfgortcal  language,  fays  of 
Ariftophanes  ^  that  the  Graces  having 
fearchcd  all  the  world  round  for  a 
temple  wherein  they  might  tor  ever 
dwell,  fettled  at  laft  jn  the  breaft  of  Mr. 
Addilbn.    Adieu.    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXX. 


TO    CLYTANDER. 


CAN  it  then  be  true,  Clytandcr,  that 
afier  all  the  fine  things  which  have 
been  faid  concerning  the  love  of  our 
country,  it  owes  it's  rife  to  the  princi- 
ples you  mention,  and  was  originally 
propagated  among  mankind  in  order  to 
cheat  them  into  the  fervice  of  the  com- 
munity ?  And  is  it  thus,  at  lad,  that 
the  moft  generous  of  the  human  paf- 
iions,  inftead  of  bearing  the  facred 
(ignature  of  nature,  can  produce  ik> 
higher  marks  of  it's  legitimacy  than  the 
.  fufpicious  imprefs  of  art  ?  The  quef- 
tion  is  worth,  at  leait,  a  few  thoughts; 
ancf  I  will  juft  run  over  the  principal 
objeciions  in  your  letter,  without  draw- 
ing, them  up,  however,  in  a  regular 
form. 

That  the  true  happinefs  of  the  indi- 
vidual cannot  arife  from  the  fmgle  ex- 
crcife  of  the  mere  felfifli  principles,  is 
evident,  I  think,  above  all  reafonahle 
contradiction .  If  a  man  would  tho- 
roughly enjoy  his  own  being,  he  mull 
of  ncceflity  look  beyond  it ;  his  private 
fiitisfaflions  always  encreafme  in  the 
'  fame  proportion  with  which  he  pro- 
motes thofc  of  others.  Thus  felf-in- 
tereft,  if  rightly  diix^\ed,  flows  through 
the  nearer  charities  of  relations,  friends, 
and  dependents,  till  it  rifes,  and  dilates 
itfelf  into  general  benevolence.  But  i{ 
every  addition  which  we  make  to  the 
welfare  of  others,  be  really  an  advance- 
ment of  our  own;  the  love  of  our  coun- 
try mull  ncceflrarilyy  HE^"  ^  principle 
of  felf-interell,  Ge  a  paflion  founded  in 
the  ihjftell  reafon:  becaufe  it  is  a  dif- 
poUtioirprcgnsuit  lyiih  the  greateft  pof- 


fible  good  which  the  limited  powen 
of  man  are  capable  of  producing.  Be< 
nevolencc,  therefore,  points  to  oui 
country,  as  to  her  only  adequate  mark 
whatever  falls  fliort  of  that  glorioui 
end,  is  too  fmall  for  her  full  giatifica< 
tion;  and  all  beyond  it  too  immend 
for  hergrafp. 

Thus  our  country  appears  to  have  j 
claim  to  our  afFtClion,  as  it  has  a  cor 
refpondent  paffion  in  the  human  breaft 
a  paftion,  not  raifcd  by  the  artifices  o 
policy,  or  propagated  by  the  infe^ioi 
of  cnthuliafm,  but  neceft*arily  refultin] 
from  the  original  conftitution  of  ou 
fpecies,  and  conducive  to  the  highel 
pri'imte  advantage  of  each  individual 
When  Curtius,  therefore,  or  the  tw 
Dccii,  facrificcd  their  lives,  in  ord< 
to  refcue  their  community  from  the  a 
lamitics  with  which  it  was  threatenec 
tlicy  were  by  no  means  impelled  (i 
you  feemed  to  repi-cfcnt  them)  by 
political  phrenzy,  hut  a^ed  on  the  mo 
foliit  and  rational  principles.  The  mi 
thod  they  purfued  for  that  pvrpof 
was  diilated,  I  confefs,  by  the  mc 
abllird  and  groundlefs  fuperftition  :  y 
while  the  impreflion  of  that  nation 
belief  remained  ftrongupon  their  mind 
and  they  were  thoroughly  perfuadc 
that  falling  in  the  manner  we  are  a 
fured  they  did,  was  the  onlyefFeau 
means  of  preferving  their  country  fro 
ruin;  they  took  the  moft  rational  me 
fures  of  confulting  their  private  ha 
pinefr,  by  thus  confentin?  to  bccoi 
the  public  viftims.  Could  it  even 
admiued,  (what^  with  any  degree 
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probability,  never,  iodeecl,  can  be 
admitted)  that  thefe  glorious  heroes 
coniklered  f  imc  as  the  vatneft  of  fha- 
dows,  and  had  no  hopes  of  an  after-life 
in  any  other  fcene  of  exiftencc;  (Wl, 
however,  their  conduft  mi^ht  be  jufti- 
ficd  as  perfeftly  wife.  For,  furely,  to 
a  nrind  that  was  not  wholly  immerfed 
in  the  loweft  dregs  of  the  moft  contrail- 
ed  fei£ihncr«  ;  that  had  not  totally  ex- 
tinguKhed  every  generous  and' fociaJ 
afFfftton;  the  thoughts  of  having  pre- 
ferred a  mere  joy  left  exigence  (foriuch 
it  muft  have  b6en)  to  the  luppofed 
prefervation  of  numbers  of  one's  fellow- 
creatures,  muft  have  been  far  more 
painful  than  a  thoufand  deaths.  . 

I  cannot,  howicver,  but  agree  with 
you,  that  this  affcftion  was  produi^ive 
of  infinite  mifchief  to  mankind,  as  it 
broke  out  among  the  Romans^  in  the 
impious  rpirit  of  their  unjuft  conquefts. 
But  it  (hould  be  remembered,  ar  the 
fame  time,  that  it  is  the  ufual  artifice  of 
ambition,  to  mafk  herfelf  in  the  fem- 
blance  of  patriotifm.  And  it  can  be 
no  juft  ot  'c£\ion  to  the  nobleft  of  the 
fecial  paflions,  that  it  is  capable  of 
being  inflamed  beyond  it*8  natuval  heat, 
and  turned,  by  the  arts  of  policy,  to 
promote  thofe  deftru^live  puipofes, 
which  it  was  originally  implanted  to 
•  prevent. 

This  zeal  for  our  country  may,  in- 
deed, become  irrational,  not  only  when 
it  thus  puflies  us  on  to  a6l  counter  to  the 
natural  rights  of  any  other  community} 
but  Ukewifc  when  it  imj>els  us  to  take 
the  meafures  of  violence  in  oppofition 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  our  own.  Fgr 
may  not  public  happinefs  be  eftimated 
by  the  fame  ftandard  as  that  of  private  ? 
and  as  every  man's  owit  opinion  muft 
determine  his  particular  latisfa^lion, 
jhall  not  the  general  opinion  be  confi- 


dered  at  decifive  in  the  queftion  con- 
cernmg  general  intereft?  Far  am  I, 
however,  from  infmuating,  that  the 
true  welfaj-e  of  mankind  in  their  col- 
leAive  capacities  depends  fingly  upon  a 
prevailing  fancy,  any  more  than  it  does 
m  their  i'eparate:  undoubtedly  in  both 
inftances  they  may  equally  embrace  a 
falfe  intereft.  But  whenever  this  is  the 
cafej  I  ftiould  hardly  imagine  that  the 
love  of  our  country,  on  the  one  hand, 
or  of  our  neighbour,  on  the  other, 
would  juftify  any  methods  of  bringing 
them  to  a  wil'cr  choice,  than  thole  of 
calm  and  rational  perfuafion. 

I  cannot  at  pref'ent  recolle£l  which  of 
the  ancient  authors  it  is,  that  mentions 
the  Cappadocians  to  have  been  fo  ena- 
moured of  fubje6lion  to  a  defpotic 
power,  as  to  refufe  the  enjoyment  of 
their  liberties,  though  generouAy  ten- 
dered to  them  by  the  Romans.  Scarce- 
ly, I  fuppole,  can  there  be  an  inftanca 
produced  of  a  more  remarkable  deprayi-« 
ty  of  national  tafte,  and  of  a  morefalf^ 
calculation  of  public  welfare  :  yet  even 
in  this  inftance  it  fhould  item  the  high- 
eft  injuftice  to  have  attempted  by  force, 
and  at  the  experce,  perhaps,-  of  half, 
the  lives  in  the  ftate,  the  introduftion 
of  a  more  improved  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment. 

In  this  notion  I  am  not  lingular^ 
but  have  the  authority  of  Plato  himfelf 
on  my  fide,  who  held  it  as  a  maxim  of 
undoubted  truth  in  politics,  that  the 
prevailing  fentiments  of  a  ftate,  how 
much  foever  miftaken,  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  oppofed  by  the  meafures  of. 
violence:  a  maxim,  which  if  cenain 
pretended  or  mifguided  patriots  had 
happily  embraced,  much  eftiifion  of 
civil  blood  had  been  lately  fpared  to  our 
nation.    Adieu.     I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXXI. 


TO    PALAMEDBS. 


r^HE  dawn  is  o-vercafly  the  moming 
loursy 
Aiidbeafvily'witb  clouds  bringson  tbeday. 

How  then  can  I  better  difappoint  the 
gloomy  efFefts  of  a  louring  Ik ',  than 
Sy  caJJisjg  my  thoughts  off  trov^  the  dull 


No^iHaaa  4,  1740. 
fcene  before  me,  and  placing  them  upon 
an  objeft  which  I  always  confider  with 
pleafure?  Much,  certainly,  are  we  in- 
debted to  that  happy  faculty,  by  which* 
with  a  fort  of  magic  power,  we  can  ^ 
bring  before  one's  nvxtii  vW^ct  V-v^ 
been  ibe  C\SV>)e^  o(  \\.*^  nw^^  ^^g:^«i^«i 
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coDtemplatioii.  In  vmo,  therefore! 
would  that  loTely  damef  who  hat  Co 
often  been  the  topic  of  our  converfations^ 
pretend  to  enjoy  you  to  hcr(eif :  ip  fpite 
of  your  favourite  phUofophy,  or  even 
of  a  more  powerful  divinity;  in  f|>iteof 
Fortune  herfelf,  I  can  place  you  in  my 
view,  though  half  a  century  of  milee 
lies  between  us.  But  am  I  for  ever  to 
be  indebted  to  imagination  only  for  your 
prefence?  and  will  you  not  ibmetimet 
let  me  owe  that  pleafure  to  yourfelf  f 


8urely  yoq  might  fpait  me  »  few  week 
before  the  fummer  eadsy  ^tfaoat  any 
inconvenience  to  that  nMc  plaa  upon 
^ich  I  know  you  are  fo  intent.  As  for 
mj  own  ikudkiy  they  go  on  but  (lowly: 
I  ami  like  m  traveller  without  a  guide 
10  an  unknown  country,  obliged  to  en- 
quire  the  way  at  every  turning,  and 
confequentljr  cannot  advance  %nth  all 
the  expedition  I  could  wilb.  Adieu, 
lam,  &c. 


LETTER    XXXn. 


TO  THB  SA.MB. 


FORGIVE  me>  Palamedes,  if  I 
miftruft  an  ait,  which  the  greateft 
of  philofophers  has  called  the  art  of  de- 
ceiving, and  by  which  the  firft  of  ora- 
tors could  permade  the  people  that  he 
had  conquered  at  the  athletic  games, 
though  they  faw  him  fall  at  his  adver- 
fary*s  feet.  The  voice  of  Eloquence 
ihould  ever,  indeed,  be  heard  wjith  cau- 
tion; and  (he,  whole  boaft  it  has  for- 
merly been,  to  make  little  things  appear 
confiderable,  may  diminifh  obje£ls>  per- 
haps, as  well  as  enlarge  them,  and  leT- 
fen  even  the  charms  of  repofe.  But  I 
have  too  long  experienced  the  joys  of 
retirement,  to  q\iit  her  arms  for  a  more 
lively  miftrefsj  and  I  can  look  upon 
ambition,  though  adorned  in  all  the  or- 
naments of  your  oratory,  with  the  cod 
indifference  of  the  moft  confirmed  Stoic. 
iPoconfefs  the  whole  truth,  I  am  too 
proud  to  endure  a  repulfcandtoo  hun- 
Dletohope  for  fuccefst  qualities  little 
favourable,  I  imagine,  to  the  preten- 
iions  of  him  who  would  claim  the  glit- 
tering prites  which  animate  thofe  that 
run  Sie  race  of  ambition.  Let  thofe 
honours,  then,  you  mention,  he  in- 
fcribed  on  the  tombs  of  others;  be  it 
rather  told  on  mine,  that  I  lived  and 
died 

Unplaced,  uopenfian'd,  noman^shcirorflave* 
And  is  not  this  a  privilege  as  valuable 
as  any  of  thofe  which  you  have  painted 
to  my  view,  in  all  the  warmeft  colours 
of  your  enlivening  eloquence?  Bruytrre, 
atleaftf  has juft  now  amur^  m^  Tha^ 


AVGuiT  lo,  1745. 
to  pay  one's  court  to  no  man,  nor  «- 
pe£^  any  to  pay  court  to  you,  is  the  moft 
agreeable  of  all  fituations;  <  it  is  the 

*  true  golden  a^e,'  fays  he,  '  and  the 

*  moft  natural  £ite  of  man.* 
Believe  me,  however,  I  am  not  in 

the  miftake  of  thofe  whom  you  juBly 
condemn,  as  imagininar  that  wifdom  is 
the  companion  only  of  retirement,  and 
that  virtue  enters  not  the  more  open  and 
conjpicuous  walks  of  life:  but  I  will 
confeff  at  the  fame  time,  that  though 
it  IS  to  TuUy  I  give  niy  applaufe,  it  i< 
Atticus  that  has  my  aflle£lion. 

*  Life/  fays  a  celebrated  antitot, 
<  may  be  compared  to  the  Olympic 
'  games:  fome  enter  into  Uiole  aflcm- 
«  bties  for  glory,  and  others  for  gain; 

*  while  there  is  a  third  party  (and  0)^6 
'  by  no  means  the  moft  contemptible) 

*  who  chufe  to  be  merely  fpeAators.' 
Ineed  not  tell  ^ou,  Palamedes,  hQiv 
early  it  was  my  inclination  to  be  aum« 
bered  with  the  hft;  and  as  Nature  his 
not  formed  me  with  powerif  am  I  not 
obliged  to  her  for  havmg  divefted  me  at 
every  inclination  for  Ixaring  a  part  in 
the  ambitious  contentions  of  the  world? 
Providence,  indeed,  feems  to  have  de- 
figned  fome  tempers  for  the  obicoic 
fcenes  of  life;  as  there  are  fome  plants 
which  flouri(h  beft  in  the  ihade.  But 
the  lowcft  ihnib  has  it's  Me,  you  aie 
fenfible,  as  well  as  the  loftieft  oak;  and» 
perhaps^  your  friend  may  find  ibnenie<« 
thod  of  convincing  you,  that  even  the 
humbleft  talents  are  not  given  in  vain. 

""FareweL    I  ami  iec 

LET.. 
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LETTER    XXXni. 


TO   PALBMOM. 

MAT  ftS,  174!. 

ofiible  you  can  thut  Mmnd  Hortenfia  is  of  a  good  ftature,  aii4 

chehigheftconcernt tothelow*  perfeAlv  well  proportioned}   but  one 

after  deliberating  upon  the  cannot  fo  properlv  lay  her  air  it  gentee!, 

Europe,  have  the  humility  to  as  that  it  is  pleabng :  for  there  is  a  cer- 

~^                      "  tain  uoaffe&ed  careleflhefs  in  her  dre(a 


into  minef  But  the  greateft 
f  it  ftems,  have  their  trifling 
I  their  ferious  hours;  and  I  have 
a  Roman  confui  that  amufed 
with  gathering  cockle- (hells, 
a  Spartan  monarch  who  was 
iingupon  a  hobb^-horfe.  Or 
ither  (ay,  that  fnend(hip  gilds 
jeft  upon  which  (he  (hinesF  at 
(ineular  character  of  Palemon 
vc  mt  generous  ilame  in  all  it*s 
and  luftre  amidft  that  ambitious 
etc  which  is  generally  efteemed 
ourablc  to  every  brighter  afiec- 

rpon  one  or  other  of  thofe  prin- 
ime,  that  you  can  be  willing  to 
your  own  more  important  en- 
Its,  by  attending  to  an  account 
;•  Thev  have  lately,  indeed, 
•«  direrftfifd  than  ufual,  and  I 
8ed  thefe  three  months  in  a  con- 
ucceflion  of  new  fcenes.  The 
rveable,  at  well  as  the  fartheft 
my  pn^grefs,  was  to  the  fe^t  of 
iui}  and  I  am  perfuaded  you 
t  think  my  travels  have  been  in 
see  thcv  aflfbrd  me  an  opportu* 
jrformmg  you,  that  our  fnend 
•ofleifion"  of  all  that  happinefs 

am  fuine  you  wi(h  him.  It  is 
e,  however,  you  have  not  yet 
lit  he  owes  the  chief  part  of  it  to 
aeriti  for  his  marriage  was  con- 
even  before  thofe  friendsa  who 
ft  frequently  with  him,  had  the 
ifpicion  of  his  intentions.  But 
be  had  fome  reafons  for  conceal - 
defigns,  be  has  none  for  being 
1  of  mtm  now  they  are  executed> 
otthts  from  any  hafty  approba- 
Bt  at  having  long  known  and  ef- 
the  lady  wnom  he  has  chofens 

there  it  a  pleafure  in  biinging 
ibnt  of  hMrit  to  the  knowledge 
echer>  will  vou  allow  me,  in  the 
ler  of  this  letter,  to  introduce 


and  mien,  that  wins  by  degrees  rather 
than  ((rikes  at  (irft  fight.     If  you  were 
to  look  no  farther  than  the  upper  part 
of  her  face,  you  would  think  her  hand- 
fome;  were  you  only  to  examine  the 
lower,  you  would  immmediately  pro- 
nounce the  reverfe;  yet  there  is  (bme- 
thing  in  her  eyes,  which,  without  any 
pretence  to  be  called  fine,  gives  fuch  aa 
agreeable  livelin^ft  to  her  whole  coun- 
tenance, that  you  fcarce  obferve,  or 
foon  forget,  all  her  features  are  not  re-    . 
gular.  Her  converfation  is  rather  chear- 
ful  than  gay,  and  more  inftruflive  thia 
fynf}^f.    But  the  principal  and  moft 
ai(hngm(hed  faculties  of  tier  mind  am 
her  memory  and  her  Jud^ent,  bodi 
which  fliepo(re(res  in  a  far  higher  degree 
than  one  ufually  finds  even  in  perfona 
of  our  f<x.     She  has  read  moft  of  the 
capital  authors  both  in  French  and  Eng- 
lifn;  but  her  chief  and  favourite  com- 
panions of  that  kind  have  lain  among 
the   hiftorical    and   dramatic    writers. 
There  is  hardly  a  remarkable  event  ia 
antient  or  modem  ftory,  of  which  (he 
cannot  give  a  very  clear  and  judicious 
account)  as  (he  is  equally  \i'ell  verfed  in 
all  the  principal  charaflers  and  incidents 
of  the  moft   approved  ftage-compofi- 
tions.     The  mathematics  is  not  wholly 
a  ftranger  to  hei*;  and  though  (he  did 
not  think  proper  to  purfue  her  inquiries 
of  that  kind  to  any  great  lengtn,  yet 
the  very  uncommon  facility  with  which 
(he  entered  into  the  reafoninss  of  that 
fcience,  plainly  difcovered  me  was  ca« 
pable  of  attaining  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  all  it*s  moft  ahftrufe  branches. 
Her  rafte  in  performances  of  polite  lite- 
rature is  always  juft;  and  (he  is  an  ex- 
cellent critic,  without  knowingany  thing 
of  the  artificial  rules  of  that  fcience.  Her 
ob(ervations,  therefore,   upon   fubje6lt 
of  that  fort,  are  fo  much  the  more  to  b« 
relied  upon^  as  \V\ev  «lt«  ^«  ^^t^  vcA 
unbiaiTcd  di^aits  ol  naxviit  ictA  ^<:)^- 
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fcnfc.  Accordingly,  Hortewfius,  in  the 
fevcral  pieces,  which,  ybii  kjiow,  he 
has  publiftied,  cotilbntly  had  recourfe 
to  her  judgment;  and  I  have  often  heard 
him  upon  thofe  occafions  apply,  with 
fingidar  pleafure,  and  with  equal  truth, 
wliat  the  tender  Propertius  fays  of  his 
favourite  Cynthia-* 

Mejuvar  in  grcm'o  dcEfa  legtff*  puella^ 
Aurib^s  tt p  i' II  f  rif.'t'i  fr-ibz^fff  fHea : 

H^c itlfi  ctmth  r'irf,  popu/i  cinfufj.  valets 
fBhula\  n.^m,  d-^mma  judice,  tutus  ero. 

Blither  uncommon  llrength  of  un- 
deiftanding  h  is  prefervcti  her  from  that 
fatal  reck  of  all  female  knowledge,  the 
impertinent  oilentaiion  of  it;  and  Hie 
tliinks  a  rcffrve  in  this  article  an  eflen- 
tial  part  of  tiiat  moilcfty  wiiich  is  the 
om.impnt  t>t  her  fex.  I  have  heard  her 
obitrvc,  thit  it  is  not  in  the  acquired 
cndoivn;eats  of  the  female  mind,  as  in 
the  beauties  of  her  pciTon,  where  it  may 
be  fufficient  praife,  perhaps,  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  virgin  defcribed  by 
Taflo,  who 

Nctt  c-prefue  ^c-//.«ase,  e  non  Vcfpofe* 

On  the  contrary,  (he  efteems  it  a  point 
of  decency  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  fu- 
peiior  chaimsof  her  underdanding;  and 
sf  ever  (he  draws  it  aiide,  you  plainly 
perceive  it  i*  rather  to  gratify  her  good- 
nature than  her  vanity  j  lefs  in  compli- 
ance with  her  own  inclinations,  than 
with  thofc-  of  her  company. 

Her  rtfir-ed  I'cnl'e  and  t-xtenfive  know- 
ledge have  not,  however,  railed  her 
above  the  mo;e  necelTary  acquifitiops  of 
female  fcicr.ce:  they  have  only  taught 
Ki  to  till  that  part  of  her  charadler  with 


FITZOSBORNE  S    LETTERS. 


higher  grace  and  dl^ify.  Sheenten 
into  all  the  dome(iic  duties  of  her  fta- 
tion  with  the  moft  confummatc  M 
aod  prudence.  Hci  oeconomical  dc^ 
portroent  is  calm  and  lleady;  and  ilu 
prefidcs  over  her  family  like  the  Intdli- 
gence  of  fome  planetary  orb,  conduft* 
iogiit  in  all  it' s  proper  directions  widi- 
out  violence  or  didurl^  efforts. 

Thefe  qualities,  however  coaiiden- 
ble  ihey  might  appear  in  a  lefs  ibrnift| 
ch^raiter,  arc  but  under  parts  in  Hor- 
tenfia*s:  for  it  is  from  the  virtues  of  ba 
heart  that  (he  derives  her  oioft  irrefifti- 
ble  claim  to  elleem  and  approbation,  A 
conflant  flow  of  uniform  and  unafied- 
ed  chearfulnefs  gladdens  her  own  breaft» 
and  enlivens  that  of  every  creatart 
around  her.  Her  behaviour  under  the 
injuries  (he  has  received  (for  injuric* 
even  the  blamelefs  Hortenfia  has  T^ 
ceived)  was  with  all  the  calm  fortitude 
of  the  inoft  heroic  patience;  as  (he  (inn- 
ly  relied,  that  Providence  would  either 
put  an  end  to  her  misfortunes,  or  (up- 
port  her  under  them.  An  !  with  that 
elevated  hope  (he  feemed  to  letl  left  for 
hcrfeif,  than  for  theunjuftand  tphumaa 
author  of  her  fufferings,  generoufly  U* 
mentmg  to  fee  one,  (b  nearly  related  to 
her,  rtand  condemned  by  that  fefcrcft 
and  molt  ligniHcant  of  fentencck,  the 
united  reproaches  of  the  world  and  o^ 
his  onlcience. 

Thus,  Palemon,  I  have  given  you  a 
fqlthful  copy  of  an  excellent  origin*!/ 
but  whether  you  will  join  with  me  in 
thinking  my  pencil  has  been  true  toifi 
fubjeft,  mull  be  left  to  fome  future  op- 
portunity to  deteimine.     I  am,  ku. 


LETTER    X'XXIV. 


TO    HORTENSIUS. 


I  Have  read  over  the  treatife  you  re- 
commended to  me,  wiih  attention 
and  coiiCern.  1  was  forry  to  find  an 
author,  who  feems  fo  well  qualified  to 
ftrvc  the  cauic  of  truth,  employing  his 
tak-nt^  in  favour  of  what  appeal s  to  mp 
a  moll  d;inperous  error.  I  have  ©ften 
wondered,  indeed,  at  the  policy  of  certain 
pbilofophcrs  of  this  c:iil,  who  endeavour 
to  advance  leli^ion  by  depreciating  hu- 
maa  ndtnic-     Me:hink&  it  would  be 


•  DlCEMBIl  lo,  lyj*" 
more  for  the  intered  of  virtue,  to  rep^' 
fcnt  her  congenial  (as  congenial  (he 
furely  is)  with  our  make^and  agreeable 
to  our  untainted  conftitutionof  foul;  ^ 
prove  that  every  deviation  from  noortl 
rc6li:\ide  is  an  oppofition  to  our  native 
bias,  and  contrary  to  thofe  charaderi 
of  dignity  which  the  Creator  has  univer* 
fally  imprelTed  upon  the  mind.  Tbi«i 
at  lead,  was  the  principle  which  maoyol 
l\\e  3LU\\tt\x  ^UxUCo^Ucrs  laboured  to  io- 
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It  there  is  noly  perh&ps,  any 
ic  in  ethics  that  might  be  urg- 
lofe  truth  or  greater  efHcacy. 
pull  this  generous  and  exalted 

our  rpecies,  that  one  of  the 
ecepts  of  the  excellent  Pytha- 
mnded:  narrirvJc/u«>if«  (fays 
fopher)  <M07t«/»8o  tf-'ftvToy.  The 
.eading'dirpuiltion  to  engage  us 
e  of  virtue  was,  in  that  lagers 
1,  to  preferve  above  all  things  a 
everence  to  our  own  mind,  and 
nothing  Co  much  as  to  offend 
*s  native  dignity.  The  inge- 
•.  Noiris,  I  remember,  recom- 
114  precept  as  one  of  the  ht^, 
hat  was  ever  given  to  the  world . 

not  juftly  then  be  furprifed  to 
fcl  Jom  enforced  in  our  modern 
)f  morality  ?  To  confefs  the 
im  ftiongly  inclilied  ta  fufpe^^ 


that  much  of  that  general  contempt  of 
every  manly  principle,  which  fo  remark*  . 
ably  diftinguifhts  the  prefent  times, 
may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  humour- 
of  difcaiding  this  animating  notion  of 
our  kind.  It  has  been  the  fafhion  to 
paint  human  nature  in  the  harfheii  and 
mod  unpleafing  colours.  Yet  there  it 
not,  fiirely,  any  argument  more' likely 
to  induce  a  man  to  acl  unworthily,  than 
to  perfuade  him  that  he  has  nothing  of 
innate  worthinefs  in  his  genuine  difpo- 
fjtion;  than  to  reafon  him  out  of  every 
el.'vated  notion  of  his  own  grandeur  of 
foul;  and  to  dcftroy,  in  (hort,  every 
motive  that  might  juAly  infpire  him 
with  a  principle  of  felf- reverence;  that 
furell  vtternm  guard  Hravcn  feems  to 
have  afligned  to  the  human  virtues* 
FareMpel.     1  am,  5cc. 


LETTER    XXXV. 

TO    CLEORA. 


I  UGH  it  was  not  pofTible  for 

to  celebrate  with  you,  as  ufual, 
py  anniverfary  which  we  have 
reafons  to  commemorate;  yet  I 
t  fuflfer  fo  joyful  a  feftival  to 
me  without  a  thoufand  tender 
,t.  I  took  pleafure  in  tracing 
t  ftream  to  it^s  rife,  which  has 

all  my  fucceeding  days  with 
t;  as  my  Cleora,  perhaps,  was 
try  inftant  running  over  in  her 
id  thofe  many  moments  of 
sfaflion  which  (he  has  derived 

fame  fource. 

eart  was  fo  entirely  pofTeifed 
fentiments  which  this  occafion 
1,  that  I  found  myfelf  raifcd 
rt  of  poetical  enthufiafm ;  and  I 
n  forbear  exprefling  in  verfe^ 
lave  often  faid  in  profe  of  the 
hor  of  my  moft  valuable  enjoy* 

As  1  imagined  Tei-aminta 
y  this  t  me  be  with  you,  I  had 
3  her  harpflchord  in  the  com- 

aod  I  defire  >  ou  would  let  her 
hope  Aie  will  fhew  me,  at  my 
to  what  advantage  the  moil  cr- 
urobers  will  appear,  when  judi- 
iccompanied  with  a  fine  voice 
iiHient* 
\  not  foi]get  to  t»ll  yoU|  \i  wat 


in  your  favourite  grove,  which  we  hav« 
fo  often  travcrfed  together,  that  I  in» 
dulged  myfelf  in  thcie  pica  fmg  re  veriest 
as  it  was  not,  you  are  to  fuppofe,  with- 
out having  firft  invoked  the  Genius  of 
the  place,  and  called  upon  the  Mufeft 
in  due  form,  that  I  broke  out  in  the 
following  rhaplbdy. 

ODE    rot    MUSIC. 

^    AIR    I. 
q^  H  R I C  E  his  the  circling  earthy  fwift. 
pacing,  run, 
And  thrice  again,  around  the  fun. 
Since  firil  the  white-rob'd  prieiV,  with  facrei 
band, 
Sweet  onion  !  joined  us  hand  in  hand. 

CHORUS. 
All  Hea¥*n,  and  ev'ry  friendly  powV 
Approv*d  the  vow,  and  blefs'd  the  hour. 

RECITATIVE. 
What  tho*  in  filence  facred  Hymen  trod. 
Nor  lyre  procUim*d,  nor  garland  crowned  the 

God! 
What  tho'  nor  feaft  nor  revel  dance  was  there, 
(Vain  pomp  oJjoy  the  happy  wril  may  fpare  I) 
Yet  Love  unfcigQ*d,  and  ceofcioua  Honour 

led 
The  fpotlcft  virgin  to  the  bridal  bedj 
Rich  tho'  defpai  d  of  all  her  littk  ftowj 
Fyr  who  (h*iljc:»cfm  virtue\  bci^k  d<^Vt^ 
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AIR  ir. 

Blefl  wUh  fenfe,  «fith  temper  bleffy 
Wifdom  o*er  thy  lips  prefides; 

Ttrtue  goardfl  thy  gen'rous  breaffy 
Kindneft  til  thy  adiont  guidM. 

AIR  III. 

Xv*fy  htrme-felt  blifti  it  mine, 
Bi^ry  matron-grace  is  thine ;  ' 

CtuAe  deporttnent,  artieff  mien, 
Coowfe  fweet)  aad  heart  ferene. 

Sink*  my  foul  with  gloomy  pain  f 
.  ttCf  flie  fmiles  !  —  'tis  joy  again: 
Swells  a  pafflcm  in  my  breift  ? 
Hark,  fhc  fpeaks!  and  all  is  reft. 

,    Oft  as  clouds  my  paths  o^erfpreid, 
(Doubtful  where  my  ftept  ibo^  ti«ad) 
She,  with  judgment*!  fteady  ray, 
Marks,  and  fmootfas,  the  better  way. 

tBORUS. 
Chief  tmongft  ten  tboufind  flie. 
Worthy,  facred  Hymen  1  thee. 

While  fuch  are  the  fentiments  which  I 
entertain  of  my  Cleora,  can  I  find  myfelf 
obliged  to  be  thus  diftant  from '  her, 
without  the  higheft  regret  f  The  truth, 
Miere  me,  it,  tbou|h  bKoth  the  company 
and  the  fcene  wherein  I  am  engaged  are 
extremely  agreeable,  yet  I  find  a  vacancy 
in  my  happinefs»  which  none  but  you 
can  nil  up.  Surely  thole  who  haire  re- 
commended theie  little  feparations  aa 
fieceflary  to  revive  the  languor  of  the 
married  ftatc^  have  ill  underftood  it*a 


mdft  nrfinecf  gratilicttidfis;  i 
fatiAy  in  the  mutnki  excbai 
der  <»ffice8. 

There  feenn  to  have  Men  a  < 
a  happinefs  of  this  kind  was 
as  the  higheft  glory,  a^  well 
pretne  blefting  of  human  life, 
her,  when  1  wai  in  Italy,  tc 
ftvcral  conjugal  tnfcripcions 
iepulchral  monuments  of  anti 
Mrhich,  inftead  of  running  t 
pompous  panegyric  upon  thi 
the  decealed,  mentioned  fin^ 
m«ft  fignificant  of  encomii 
roan;^  years  the  parties  had 
ther  m  full  and  uninrerruptec 
The  Romansi  indeed,  in  this 
ny  other  inftatices,  afford  tl 
markaSle  examples;  and  it  i 
vation  of  one  of  their  writers 
withftanding  divorces  might 
be  obtained  among  them,  the 
had  fubfilted  many  centuries  I 
was  a  fiiij^le  inftance  of  tha 
ever  having  been  exerted. 
Cleora,  you  fee,  however  unfi 
may  appear  in  the  prefent  gei 
m^ht  have  been  kept  in  coui 
a  '^rmer,  and  by  thofe  too,  ^ 
much  true  gallantry  and  go( 
one  ufifally  meets  with  in  ' 
aflfe6lions  which  are  founde 
and  nature  ftand  not  in  need  * 
cedent  to  fupport  them ;  and 
roy  honour  no  lefs  than  my 
that  I  am,  Sec. 


LETTER   XXXVL 


TO  CLYTANDBR. 


DID  you  imagine  I  was  really  in 
eameft  when  I  talked  of  quitting 
***,  and  withdrawing  firom  thofe  gild- 
ed profpe6ts  which  ambition  had  onoe  fo 
ftrongly  fet  in  my  view  ?  But  my  vows, 
you  lee,  are  not  in  the  number  of  thofe 
which  are  made  to  be  broken  t  for  the 
retreat  I  had  long  meditated,  is  now,  at 
laft,  happily  executed.  To  fay  truth, 
roy  friend,  the  longer  I  lived  in  the  high 
fcenes  of  a^ion,  the  more  I  was  con* 
vinccd  that  nature  had  not  formed  me 
for  bearing  apart  in  them:  and  though 
I  was  once  fo  unexpe-ienced  in  the  ways 
of  the  world  as  to  believe  I  had  talents, 
as  I  was  fure  I  h»d  inclination,  to  ferve 
m/  coutiUry,  yet  every  day*t  couveriaiioiv 


contributed  (6  wean  me  by  d* 
that  flattering  delufion. 

How  indeed  could  a  man  \ 
der  himfelf  acceptable  to  t! 
parties  which  divide  our  n 
profefTes  it  as  his  principle,^ 
no  ftriking  wholly  into  the  i 
any,  without  jenouncing  e 
fenfc  or  one's  integrity  ?  and 
world  is  at  prefent  conftit 
fcarce  poflible,  I  fear,  to  d< 
In  one's  ^eration,  (in  pu 
mean)  wuhout  lifting  undi 
other  of  thofe  various  banr 
diftinguifh  the  feveral  corps 
political  warfares.  To  thofe 
wbo  TMCj  Vv3kNt  03kn,0^\t'»J  ^tw 
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into  IT.)'  coiltern^,  and  afk  n  rcafon  for 
my  quilting  the  town,  I  anlWr,  in  the 
W'lrds  rf  the  hitioii.in,  Ch/itatis  morum 
UJtt  figctqut,  Biit  I  am  wnndcring 
ftmn  t'lc  piirpofe  of  my  Iptter,  \v!iich 
was  not  To  mnch  to  jnrtifv  my  rcrrcat, 
as  to  incline  you  lo  follow  rnc  into  it: 
lofollow  me,  I  me!in,  as.i  viGior  only  ; 
for  I  love  my  coniitiy  toti  vvcll  \o  call 
you  offtronr*  ihofe  Rreat  fci  vices  you  arc 
apafcle  of  iloinf;  hrr. 

I  have  pitched  my  tent  upon  a  fpot 
which  I  am  perfuaded  will  not  tlifplcAle 
.)0u.  My  villa  (il  you  will  allow  me 
to  call  by  that  fine  name,  what,  in  truth, 
is  no  better  than  a  nent  fatm-houfc)  is 
(ituated  upon  a  gentle  riie,  which  com 
msnds  a  (hort,  though  a^^rccaMe  vi;w 
of  about  thiee  miles  in  cirrumftTi.ncc. 
This  is  boani'.ed  on  the  nniiji  by  a  ridge 
of  bills,  which  al^brd  mc  at  once  both  a 
fecurefli'jiterand  a  beautiful  prolj)e6l :  for 
thty  are  as  well  cultivated  as  the  moil 
fertde  valleys.  In  the  front  of  my 
houle,  which  ftands  fouth-ealt,  I  have 
a  view  of  the  river  that  runs^  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  fomewhat  Icfs  than  a  quarter  of 
i  inil?9  at  the  end  of  my  grounds;  and 
after  making  feveral  windings  and  re« 
turns,  feems  to  loie  itfelf  at  the  foot 
of  thofe  hills  I  jufl  now  mentioned. 
Ai  for  my  garden j  I  am  obliged  to 
bature  for  it*s  chief  beautie^j  having 
no  other  (except  a  fmall  f()ot  which  I 
hfve  allotted  for  the  purpofes  of  my 
tahlc)  but  what  the  fields  and  meadows 
aflford.  Thefe,  however^  I  have  em- 
bdliibed  with  fume  care«  having  inter- 


mixed among  the  badges  ail  the  fcvfral 
forts  of  lowering  (hrubs* 

But  I  muft  not  forget  to  mention 
what  I  luuk  upon  to  be  the  principal 
oinament  of  the  place;  as  indet-d  I  do 
nor  rtrcr-lL'ft  to  luve  leen  inv  thing  of 
th.'  ki:  d  ill  cur  £ngli(h  plantations.  I 
have  coverc.l  a  Jm:iii  ipo:  with  ditFjis-nc 
ibrr«i  of  e\\r-fif,tci;s,  many  of  which 
arc  of  a  fpi-cie:i  n.n  very  ufual  in  our 
country.  This  little  plantation  1  have 
branched  out  into  viriou^  Inbvrimh- 
w.iiks  which  are  all  terminated  by  « 
fm-iil  temple  in  the  centre.  I  have  a 
double  advantage  fioni  this  artificial 
wood  :  for  it  not  only  affords  me  a 
very  (hady  retreat  in  fummrr,  but,  at 
it  is  fituated  oppofire  to  my  library^ 
fupplics  me  in  winter  with  a  prrlj ac- 
tive «?fihe  moll  a.rccable  verdu:-e  ima- 
giiible. 

What  heightens  my  relifh  of  this  re- 
tirement, is  liie  company  of  niy  Cleora} 
as  indeed  ni  my  of  the  bed  improve- 
ments I  have  made  in  it,  are  owing  to 
hints  which  I  have  received  from  her 
exquifite  tafte  and  judgment.  She  will 
rejoice  to  receive  you  as  her  guell  heref 
and  has  given  it  me  in  charge  to  re- 
mind you,  that  you  have  promiitd  to 
be  fu.  As  the  hufinefs  of  parliament 
is  now  drawing  to  a  conclufion,  I  may 
urge  this  to  you  without  any  imputa- 
tion upon  my  patriotil'm;  though  at  the 
fame  lime,  I  mud  add,  I  make  a  very 
confiderablc  facrifice  of  private  interelt 
whenever  I  relign  ycu  for  the  fake  of 
the  public.    Adieu.    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XXXVII. 

TO    H0RTEN8IUS. 


ARE  you  aware,  Horfpnliu?,  how 
far  I  may  miflcad  you,  when  you 
•re  willing  to  rcfign  yourielf  to  my 
guidance,  through  the  regions  of  critic 
cifm  ?  Remember,  however,  that  I 
take  the  lead  in  thcfe  paths,  not  in  con- 
fidence of  my  own  fuperior  knowledge 
•f  theroi  but  in  'compliance  with  a  re- 
queflf  which  I  never  yet  knew  how  to 
refule.  In  ihort,  Hortcufius,  I  give 
VQU  my  fentiments,  bccaufe  it  is  my 
Kntiments  you  require:  but  I  give 
them  at  the  lame  time  rather  as  doubts 
than  decilions. 
Aifl^r  having  thus  acknowledged  my 


infulHciency  for  the  ofHce  you  have  af- 
ijgnetl  me,  I  will  \'enture  to  confels  that 
the  poet  who  has  gaineil  over  your  ap« 
probation,  has  been  far  lei's  fticcefsfiil 
with  mine.  I  have  ever  thought,  wirK 
a  very  celebrated  modem  writer,  that 

Le  vers  le  mieux  remf>Ii,  la  fhi  lubl'ptKseef 

Ne  peut  pUire  k  I' ^Ji-rit  quarj  i\r€ilh  efi 

hifjst'e,  BoiLEAV. 

Thus,  though  I  admit  there  is  both 
wit  in  the  raillery,  and  ftrength  in  the 
fentiments  of  your  fnend*s  moral  epii- 
tlo,  it  by  no  means  falls  in  wivK  tKoVt 
novtoiw  i  \wi^  (ottMi^  va  «k^Ww^  ^v»^- 
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cerning  the  efTential  requifites  in  com|)o- 
iitions  of  this  kind.  He  feems,  indted, 
to  have  widely  deviated  from  the  model 
he  profefTes  to  have  had  in  view,  and  is 
no  more  like  Horace^  than  Hyperion  to 
M  Satirt,  Hit  deficiency  in  point  of 
▼erfifioation>  not  to  mention  his  want 
of  elegance  in  the  general  manner  of 
his  poem,  is  fufficient  to  deftroy  the 
pretended  refemblance.  Nothing,  in 
truth,  can  be  more  abrfurd,  than  to 
write  in  poetical  meafure,  and  Vet  neg- 
Je£t  harmony}  as  of  all  the  kinds  of 
hXft  ftylC)  that  which  is  neither  prof^ 
nor  verie,  but  1  know  not  what  inaiti- 
ficial  combination  of  powcrlefs  words 
*  bordered  with  rhyme,  is  fiir,  furely,  the 
moft  infufferable. 

But  you  are  of  opinion^  I  perceive^ 
(and  it  is  an  opinion  in  which  you  are 
Slot  iingular)  that  a  negligence  of  this 
kind  may  be  judified  by  the  authority 
«rf  the  Roman  fatiiift:  yet  furely  thofe 
who  entertain  that  notion,  have  not 
thoroughly  attended  either  to  the  pre- 
cepts or  the  pra^ice  of  Horace.  He  has 
attrtbtited,  I  confeff,  his  fatirical  com- 
^ofition  to  the  infpiration  of  a  certain 
Mufet  whom  he  diftinguiflies  by  the 
title  of  the  Mufa  pedeflris  t  and  it  t% 
this  expreflfion  which  leems  to  have  mif- 
led  the  eetierality  of  his  imitators.  But 
though  he  will  not  allow  her  to  fly,  he 
by  no  means  intends  fbe  fheuld  creep  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  faid  of  the 
Mufe  of  Horacr^  as  of  the  Eve  of  Mi)- 
ton,  that 

Grace  is  in  all  her  ^^, 

That  this  was  the  idea  which  Horace 
himfelf  had  of  her,  is  evident,  not  only 
from  the  general  air  which  prevails  in 
his  Satires  and  Epiftles,  but  from  feveral 
exprefs  declarations  which  he  lets  fall 
in  his  progrefs  through  them.  Even 
when  m  fpeaks  of  her  in  his  greateft 
fits  of  modeilyi  and  deferibcs  her  as 
exhibited  >n  his  own  moral  writings, 
he  partieularlv  infiiis  tipon  the  eafe  and 
harmony  of  her  motions^  Though  he 
humbly  difelaimsi  indeed,  all  preten- 
fions  10  the  higher  poetry,  the  attr  jpi^ 
ritusetvUf  as  he  calls  it;  he  repreicnts 
his  llyle  as  being  governed  by  the  tern- 
fora  ceria  modojque,  as  f{ow^ng  with  a 
certain  regular  and  agreeable  cadence. 
Accordingly,  wt  find  him  paiticubrly 
condemning  his  predeceflbr  Lubilius  for 
the  di/fananceof  his  mimbers;  and  he 
profc/lc3  to  hzvt  mtde  the  experiment, 


whether  the  fame  kind  of  mora! 
might  not  be  treated  in  more 
eafy  meafures : 

^ifiV  wtat  et  nofwut  Luciti  Jcrtpu 
Sy^ercri  num  illiut^  num  rtrum  du 
VtrficuUi  ngtura  mawisfaBos  et  et 
Moilius  f 

The  truth  is,  a  tuneful  caden 
fmgle  prerogative  of  poetry  v 
pretends  to  claim  to  his  writing 
kind :  and  fo  far  is  he  from  th 
uneffential,  that  he  aeknow 
as  the  only  reparation  whicl 
guifhes  them  from  profe.  If 
once  to  be  broken  down,  and  1 
cal  order  of  his  words  deftroy 
would  not,  he  telh  us,  be  the 
ffcarance  of  poetry  remaming 

Jttvtnias  etiam  Jisjtffl  membra  poi 

However,  when  he  delivers  h 
this  humble  ftrarn,  he  is  not, 
obferve,  fketching  out  a  plai 
fpeties  of  poetry  in  general  >  h 
ing  merely  of  his  own  pei-forr 
particular.  His  demands  ri 
higher,  when  he  informs  us 
experts  of  thofe  who  would  I 
compofitions  of  this  moral  ki 
then  not  only  requires  flowing  i 
but  am  expi-effion  concife  and  1 
bered;  wit  exerted  with  good-1 
and  managed  with  referred 
fome  occafions  the  fentiments 
enforced  with  all  the  ftrengtl 
quence  and  poetry:  and  thooe 
parts  the  piece  may  appear  wit 
ferious  and  folemn  cad  of  c 
yet  upon  the  whole,  he  tells  us 
be  lively  and  riant.  This  I  t 
his  meaning  in  the  following  p 

J&y?  hret/itate  oput,  ut  <urrat  fentt. 
Impcdlat  vertit  taffai  onerantihut 
Etfermone  opus  f/TmoJ^  trifiu  f^p^ 
Defendtnte  vicem  mcJo  rhct'.rii  atq 
Jnterdum  urhani,  parantit  vinbut 
Extenuantis  eat  confu/to, 

Suchi  tTren,  was  the  notion  w 
race  had  of  this  kind  of  wrrrin 
if  there  is  any  propriety  in  1 
rulesf  if  they  are  founded  on 
of  tafle  and  arrj  I  fear  the  per 
in  qucAion,  with  numberlel's 
the  ikmt  ftamp,  (which  have 
ever  wanted  admirers)  muft  i 
ftand  condemned.  The  truth 
rac^  o£  \V\e  ^\ect%>w\\vtVw  ^\tc  \\K 
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dacdtopen  thifi  plan,  rather  give  one 
an  image  of  Luciuut,  than  of  Horace  : 
the  authors  of  then>  feem  to  miftake  the 
awkward  negKgence  of  the  favourite  of 
Scipio,  for  the  eafy  air  of  the  friend  of 
Mzcenas. 

You  will  ftill  tell  me,  perhaps,  that 
theenmple  of  Horace  himfelf  is  an  un- 
anfwerable  objeAion  to  the  notion  I 
have  fmbi-aced  {  a«  thei'e  are  msinher- 
kfi  lines  in  his  Satires  and  EpifUes, 
where  the  vcrfification  is  evidently  neg- 
Icded,  But  are  you  fure,  Hortenfiiis, 
diat  thoTe  lines  w  hich  (bund  founharmo- 
aiouito  t  modern  ear,  had  the  fame 
«^  upon  a  Roman  one  ?  For  myfelf, 
at  leall,  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe 
the  contrary :  and  it  fecms  highly  in- 
credible, that  he  who  had  ventured  to 
cenl'ure  Lucilius  for  the  uncouthnefs  of 
biinumbers,  (hould  himfelf  be  notori- 
oufly  guilty  of  the  very  fault  againft 
•hkh  he  fo  tlrongly  exclaims.  Mod 
OBtain  it  is,  that  the  delicacy  of  the  an- 
tints  with  refpc^^  to  numbers,  was  far 
foperior  to  any  thing  that  modern  tafte 
nnpntend  to;  and  that  they  difcover- 
si  differences  which  are  to  u&  abfo- 
My  imperceptible.  To  mention  only 
Me  remarkable  indance  :  A  very  an- 
tieat  writer  has  obfcrvcd  upon  the  fol- 
lowing  vertc  in  Virgil^ 

Ama  vlrumqut  cano,  Troja  faifrUnus  ak 

tfaat  if  inhead  e,^  frimnj  we  were  to  pro- 
loance  it  primis^  {it  being  long,  and  ud 
&on)  the  entire  harmony  of  the  line 
would  be  deft  roved.  But  whofe  ear  is 
DOW  Co  exquilitely  fenlible,  as  to  per- 
oesve  the  diftinAion  between  thole  two 
quantities?  Some  refinement  of  this 
fcimi  might  probably  give  muiic  to 
thoie  lines  in  Horace,  which  now  feem 
ib  untuneabte. 

In  lubje^^s  of  this  nature  it  is  not 
poflibk,  perhaps,  to  exprefs  one*s  ideas 
m  any  very  prccife  and  determinate 
■dinner.  jL  will  only  therefore  in  ge* 
ncnl  obferve  with  refpeA  to  the  requi- 
fitc  ily le  of  tbeie  performances,  that  it 
coniiRs  in  a  natural  eaf?  of  expreflion, 
an  elegant  familiarity  of  phrale,  which 
though  formed  of  rhe  molt  uiiial  terms 
of  bnsuagc,  has  yet  a  grace  and  ener* 
gy  nolds  linking  than  that  of  a  more 
defaced  di^ion.  There  is  a  certain 
fitely.  colouring'  ptciiYvjr  to  coa\po&* 
imti^mtbU  way,  which,  without  be^ 
■y  iS»  bfigbt  and  glowing  su  ii  tiecei" 


fary  for  the  higher  poetry,  is  neverthe- 
lefs  equally  removed  from  whatever 
appears  harfh  and  dry.  But  particular 
inftances  will  perhaps  better  illufirate 
my  meaning,  than  any  thing  I  can  far- 
ther fay  to  explain  it.  There  is  fcarce 
a  line  in  the  Moral  Epiiiles  of  Mr* 
Pope,  which  m^ht  not  be  produced  for 
this  purpofe.  I  chufe,  however,  to  lay 
before  you  the  following  verfes,  not 
as  preferring  tkem  to  many  others 'which 
might  be  quoted  from  that  inimitable 
fatirift ;  but  as  they  afford  me  an  op- 
portunity of  comparing  them  with  a 
verfion  of  the  fame  original  lines,  o£ 
which  they  are  an  imitation  ;'and,  by 
that  means,  of  (hewing  you  at  one  view 
what  I  conceive  is,  and  is  not,  in  the 
true  manner  of  Horace  : 

Peace  is  my  <lear  delight  —  not  Fleury*e 

more; 
But  touch  me,  and  no  minifter  fo  fore : 
Whoever  oflfends,  at  fome  unlucky  time. 
Slides  into  verfe,  and  hkchec  in  a  rhyme} 
Sacred  to  ridicule  his  whole  life  Jong, 
And  the  fad  burden  of  fome  merry  fbng* 

I  will  refer  you  to  your  own  memory 
for  the  Lntin  paffige,  frojn  whence  Mr, 
Pope  has  taken  the  general  hint  of  thefe 
verfes;  and  content  mylelf  with  adding 
a  tranilation  of  the  lines  from  Horace  by 
another  bund : 

Behold   me  blamelefs  bard,  how  fond  of 

peace ! 
But  he  who  hurts  me  (nay,  I  will  be  heard) 
Had  better  take  a  lion  by  the  beard  4 
His  eyes  ihall  weep  the  folly  of  his  tongue. 
By  laughing  crowds  in  rueful  ballad  fung. 

There  is  a  fti-cngth  and  (p'nix  in  the  for- 
mer of  thpfc  pilfagcs,  and  a  flatnefs  and 
languor  in  the  htter»  which  cannot  fail 
of  being  difcovered  by  cvei-y  reader  of 
the  Icaft.  delicacy  of  difcemment;  and 
yet  the  words  which  compofe  them  both, 
are  equally  fottnding  and  lignificant. 
The  rules  tlun,  which  I  juft  now  men- 
tioned from  Horace,  will  point  out  the 
real  caufc  of  the  different  effects  which 
thefe  two  palTiges  (n-udiice  in  our  minds  { 
as  the  partai^es  thcmfdves  will  fcrve  to 
confirm  the  tnith  and  juflire  of  the 
niles.  In  the  lines  fmm  Mr.  Pof)e9 
one  of  the  principal  beauties  will  be 
founJ  to  confift  in  the  Aiortnefs  of  the 
expreflion}  whereas  the  fentiroents  tn 
the  other  are  too  tnvicV\tt\tv\t«C»Qext!\»«'v^ 
words.    Thus,  for  \w^?it\c.t» 

Peace  is  m^  dcai  dcYi^i^t, 
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is  pleafingy  bccaufr  it  is  coiicife; 
'Behold  me  bUmelffs  bar  J,  how  fbnd  of  peace ! 
it,  in  comparillr.  of  the  former,  the 
nfgrba  Utffas  Qheruntia  aures.  Another 
cJitti5;»uiihi»)g  peucilion  in  tbc  imitatcr 
of  Horace,  is  that  ipirit  of  gjaiety  which 
he  haa  ditfulcd  through  thefe  lines,  not 
to  mention  thofe  hap;>y,  though  fami- 
liar, imager  of  Jlid'mg  into  varle,  and 
bitcbiiig  in  a  rhyme j, which  can  never  be 
iufiicirntly  admired.  But  the  tranfiator, 
on  the  contrary,  lias  caft  too  fnious  an 
oir  over  his  numbers,  and  apucars  with 
tn  emotion  and .  earneftncfs  tnal  difap- 
points  tKe  force  of  his  fat  ire : 

Nay,  I  will  be  heard. 


has  the  mien  of  a  man  in  a  pafl 

Hit  eyes  fliall  weep  thefolly  of  hi 

though  a  godd  line  in  itfelf,  is  1 
foltnin  apd  tragical  for  the  un 
plcafantry  of  Kjrace. . 

But  I  need  not  enter  more 
into  an  examination  of  thefe 
The  general  hints  I  have  thro\ 
t'lis  letter  will  fuffice  to  fliew  yo 
in  I  imagine  the  true  manner  c 
confilts.  Anit after  all,  perha 
no  more  1)0  explained,  than  acji 
rules  of  art.  It  is  what  true  i^< 
only  execute,  and  jult  talle  a 
covtr,     1  am,  ScQ, 


LETTER    XXXVIII, 


TO  THE 

YOUR  admired  poet,  I  remember, 
fomcwhere  lays  it  down   as  a 
maxim,  that 
The  proper  fiudy  of  niaokind  is  man* 

There  cannot,  indeed,  be  a  more  ufe- 
ful»  nor,  one  fliould  imagine,  a  mom 
ealy  fcience:  fo  many  leflbns  of  this 
kind  are  every  moment  forcing  theni- 
felvesuponourobfervation,  that  it  fhould 
feem  fcarce  pofTible  not  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  various  tm-nsand  dil- 
pofitions  of  the  human  heart.  And  yet 
there  ai"C  fo  few  who  are  really  adepts  in 
this  article,  that  to  fay  of  a  man,  be 
knows  tbd  EWorld,  is  geneially  ellcemtd 
a  compli^nent  of  the  rooft  fignificant 
kind. 

The  reafon,  perhaps,  of  the  general 

ignorance  which  prevails  in  this  fort  of 

knowled<;e,  may  ariffr  from  our  judfring 

too    much     by[    univcrfal    principics. 

Wljereas  there  is  a  wonda-ful  difparity 

in  mankind,  and  numbcrlefs  charaftcrs 

exitf  which  cannot  prowerly  be  reduced 

to  any  regular  and  iixed  ilandard .  Mon  - 

Cei.r  Pafchal  obfarf^s,  that  the  greater 

Ti^acity  any  man  pofleflcs,  the  more 

originals  he  will  dilcern  among  his  fpe- 

cien ;  as  it  is  the  remark  of  Sir  William 

T5;m^*ic,  that  no  nation  under  the  fun 

al)o-.ir.ds  with  fo  many  as  our  own. 

Plu:afch,  if  I  remembei-  right,  if  of 

o;  inun,  that  there  j«  a  wider  dilftrciict 

between  the  ind'mduzh  of  our  own  kind, 

than  what  i3  obirrvabiebctwceQ  creatures 


SAME, 

NOVKMSKR 

of  a  feparate  order  j  wliile  M 
(who  Hems  to  havo  known  hu 
turc  per fc».41y  well)  fupjofcstlM 
to  be  Itill  nioj-e  ix-mote,  :ind  afl 
the  diiUn£lion  is  nuicli  greater 
man  and  man,  than  between  1 
heart. 

The  coinic  wiitus  have  not, 
t?.keii  a'l  the-  advantage  they  mii^; 
infinite  diTcrliiy  of  humour  in  tli 
race.  A  jiuiicious  obfervcr  of  tl 
might  fingle  out  ahnndant  mate 
ridicule,  without  having  rt*courli 
wcrn-out  chaia::^ers  which  are 
r-etiiniii'.^  njion  the  ibge.  If  I  < 
tju  linted  with  any  genius  in  thi; 
writers  I  think  I  <ould  funi 
wifii  3n  original,  wluch,  if  artj 
prt!tiUcd.and  tonncdU-d  wiih  pi 
cidcnts,  might  be  VC17  fuccelsl 
trodi  ctil  into  comedy.  The 
have  in  view  is  my  neighbour  S 

btilotes  in  his  youth  was  efte 
have  gooti  fenfe  and  a  tolerable 
kir:rs  j  as  he  gained  f.;nie  rc.ut 
the  univeriitv  in  the  txerciles  1 
that  place.  But  as  foon  as  he  w 
from  the  i-eftraint  of  tutors,  the 
rell!e(uier3  of  his  temper  broke  < 
he  has  nf.ver,  from  that  time  to  \ 
piicd  himfelf  for  half  an  hour 
to  any  fingle  purfwit.  lie  is  ex 
aflive  in  his  diAx>fition ;  bnt  hi 
life  is  one  ir.celint  whirl  of  trif 
rife*,  peYW^%<,  W\\J^  ^  ^v\\  Vj 
amu&tvg\um(t^£  %\\  ^t  mQixCvn 
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pa^  biTt  bcEbnc  he  has  got  half  the 
JtJtgthof  n  fifkJj  he  rcco|lt£t»  rhat  he 
emt^f%  vtQr,  which  he  (duL(  mflumly 
pay:  accuniin|;]y  hiii  horfv  is  fadillec], 
uid  be  TctA  oair  But  in  hii;  waiy  he  re* 
mcmbeis  tU^t  \\t  hEi$  not  given  proper 
AiJkTt  aliotit  Inch  a  titiwert  ftnd  be  muit 
^ui»t^ly  rvtitni,  ui  thewholtrcconomy 
At  liii  niul4:iy  v/lW  \k  niincd.  'J  hus^  m 
wliaurer  aflioit  yuti  ^fvti  him  e^ig^^cil, 
lou  inuT  be  iui¥  It  ii  the  very  revti  k  of 
w^iat  hE  pru}K>in1.  Vet  with  3LI  this 
quickiicrt  of  hattlltion  and  viviicity  of 
ffHriu,  he  ii  to  iitdolent  in  evity  thing 
vf'^Kh.  ii;is  ihe  air  t>f  bulinef},  thur  he  i:t 
>t  itaA  t^wo  or  three  nontlis  befoi^  Lie 
till  ^rluade  htmreif  to  opt^n  any  letter 
ht  Jtctive*  ;  anJ  i'lom  the  i:inie  di/^ioli- 
tLiin,  he  h:i£  luflfemn]  tlie  dividends  of 
htt  flock*  to  run  au  t'cr  ni^ny  years 
ivjtiifluf  ivceittn^  a  Ihillinjj  of  the  intt- 
f^'^t>  $tilolt&  h  puiTcir^d  of  an  elUtein 
Uijjfeilhlre,  lut  th^t  being  the  place 
w>rc  his  chief  bufinefs  lies,  he  chule* 
conitinily  to  lefide  witli  a  frien  I  near 
I«oikion.     This  perfon  fiibmits  to  bis 
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humour  :ind  his  companyt  hi  hopes  tha| 
Stilotcft  wilJ  tonfiJfr  him  in  hit  will  s 
but  it  h  more  than  poHl^dr,  that  he  will 
never  en  Jure  the  fatlgiie  of  fi  c^p^jng  one* 
However,  having  hci^  e^ery  thing  i?ro. 
vtded  for  htm  but  clothes  :md  pocket* 
money,  he  lives  pcrifefViy  tii  hU  fatH^ 
f:Li5lion,  in  fkiilempbymerit  witliuutaTiV 
|c»L  hul'nur*  ;  :ind  while  tholl^who  (oofc 
after  hi^  cltate  take  cirt:  to  i'ltpply  him 
^uU  Jiiftitient  to  anfwrr  rhofe  two  arti- 
c!ee,  he  U  entirely  uncoiKiitnfLl  as  toall 
ilie  iv-lt  i  ihotii^h,  when  he  la  <iifpQled  ta 
^^>p7ar  more  thrtti  ordinniily  im^xHrtwic^ 
he  will  jfi-nvely  bar^ingne  npot*  the  rtj- 
^neiy  tif  I(cw:irdi,  and  comfdaiii  that 
his^  lent^  will  Ic^rce  m:tint:un  him  lA 
piiwdii  Miul  fhot  half  the  p  ini  itlge  f^^lbn* 
In  Htutt.  Siili>tts  is  oni.  of  thr  niofl  ex- 
tnnydiiiii  y  LomyiounJi  of  in  Jolcnce  and 
^t^ivjty  th»t  I  evil]-  rntt  with  ^  and  iis  I 
knww  yo\x  ii^ve  a  trtiie  Car  curiufirjesi  I 
prcfcnf  yoo  with  hin  ch;ii;i^tr  as  ;i  tanty 
that  merits  a  pl:»cc  in  /our  coUc^liou* 
Adieu.     I  am,  Sec, 


LETTER    XXXIX. 


TO    PHIDIPPUS. 


5*Tr*IS  well,  my  friend,  that  the  age 
J.  c»f  tiansfoimrition  is  no  more  1 
otherwifc  I  fhould  tremble  for  your  fe- 
vere  attack.  «'pon  the  Mufcs,  and  expe6l 
to  fee  the  llury  of  your  metamorphofis 
cmbeliiili  ;he  poetical  m'uacies  of  fome 
mi*dcrn  Ovid.  But  it  is  long  lince  the 
fate  gf  the  Pitridcs  has  gained  any  credit 
in  the  world,  and  you  may  now,  in  full 
lecurity,  contemn  the  divinities  of  Par- 
nafTus,  and  I'penk  irrcvcrentlv  of  the 
daughters  of  Jove  himfelf.  You  fee, 
uevcrthelefs,  hnw  highly  the  antients 
conceived  of  them,  when  they  thus  re- 
prefented  them  as  the  oiFsprin>;  of  the 
great  father  cf  Gods  and  men.  You 
rejtSt,  I  know,  this  article  of  the  lica- 
tben  creed:  but  I  may  venture,  how- 
ever, to  -ir,Tt,  that  philofophy  will  con- 
firm what  fable  has  thus  invented,  and 
that  the  Mufes  are,  in  iin£i  truth,  of 
heavenly  extrafkion. 

The  charms  of  the  fine  arts  are,  in- 
deed, litri-ally  derived  from  the  Audtor 
of  all  nature,'  and  founded  in  the  origi- 
nal frame  stnd  coniitution  X}f  the  Jiuman 
jsok/*    Accordingly,  the  groeral  prin- 


ci^.les  of  iafle  arc  common  to  our  whole 
fpecies,  and  aiift  fjjm  that  internal  fenfe 
ot  beauty  which  evciy  man,  in  fome  de- 
gree at  leait,  evidcniiy  pcffcflfes.  No 
rational  mind  can  lie  {o  wholly  void  of 
all  perceptions  of  this  forr,  as  to  be  ca- 
pable of  conieniplatirg  the  various  ob- 
jecls  that  fviriound  h'ln  with  one  equal 
coldncfs  and  indifference.  Thei-c  arp 
certain  forms  which  mull  necenarily  fill 
the  foul  with  agreeable  ideas }  and  me  is 
inltantly  (ietcrmincd  in  her  approbation; 
of  them,  previous  xo  all  rcafonmgs  con- 
cein-ng  their  ufe  and  convenience.  It  19 
upon  ihcle  general  principles,  that  what 
is  called  fin:  talte  in  the  arts  is  founded;^ 
and  ct.MUlqvicnily  is  bv  no  means  ib pre* 
caiioui  uml  unfcttlcd  an  idea  as  yoti 
chufe  to  defc  ihe  it.  The  truth  is,  tafte 
is  nothing  moie  tiian  this  univcrfal  fenle 
of  beauty,  rendered  more  exquifite  by 
genius,  and  more  correft  by  cultiva- 
tion :  and  it  is  from  the  (imple  and  ori- 
ginal ideas  of  this  fort,  that  the  mind 
learns  to  form  her  judgment  of  the 
higher  and  tqot^  cotcvY\t.^VAtA%.    Kk.-» 
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t*ki?e  and  oratorical  arti  i*  povei  ned  by 
tlic  fame  eencral  rules  of  cnticiTiiii  and 
to  prove  3ic  certainty  of  thde  with  re- 
ijx^  to  any  one  of  them,  is  to  efta^- 
bliffa  their  validity  with  regard  to  all 
tiK  reft.  I  will  therefore  confidcr  the 
criterion  of  Cade  in  relation  only  to  fine 
wHtin^. 

•  Each  (pecies  of  coropofition  has  it*s 
dijHnft  perft6tioi»s :  niirl  it  would  require 
'a  much  iai'gcr  cfxnpafs  than  a  letter  af- 
fords, to  prove  their  jefpc£livc  beauties 
to  be  derived  from  truth  and  nature ; 
ami  confequcntly  reducihfc  to  a  regular 
and  piccife  ftandard.  I  will  only  men- 
tion therefore  thofe  general  proj»crties 
which  are  effential  to  them  all,  and 
withonrwhich  they  muft  necelTarily  be 
defective  in  their  (eveial  kinds.  Thclc, 
I  think y  may  be  com^M-chended  under 
tiniioffnity  in  the  dtfign,  variety  and  i^- 
Icrmhlance  in  the  metaphors  and  fimili- 
.  tudes,  together  with  propriety  and  har- 
mory  hi  the  diiilion.  Now  ibmc  or  all 
of  thefe  qualities  conftantly  attend  our 
ideas  of  bciuty,  and  ncceflarily  raife 
that  acjreeablc  jHrrccption  of  the  mind, 
in  wliat  obj«.6l  foevtr  they  appear.  The 
chaims  of  fine  compofition  tlien,  are  Co 
f'M'  fi-om  cxifting  only  in  the  heated  ima- 
gination of  an  enthulialHc  admirer,  that 
they  refult  from  the  conftitution  of  Na- 
ture hcrfclf.  And  pel  haps  the  princi- 
ples of  criticifm  are  as  certain  and  in- 
difpntable,  even  as  ihofe  of  the  mathe- 
matics. Thus,  for  inltancc,  that  order 
is  pi-eferable  to  confufion,  that  hamionv 
is  more  plcafmg  than  diflfonancc,  with 
fome  few  other  axioms  upon  which  the 
fcience  is  built ;  are  tiiiths  which  ftrike 
at  once  upon  the  mind  with  the  fame 
force  of  conviflion,  as  that  the  whole  is 
greater  than  any  of  it's  parts,  or,  that 
If  from  equals  you  take  away  equals, 
the  remainder  will  be  equal.  And  in 
both  cafes,  the  propofitions  which  reft 
upon  thefe  plain  and  obvious  maxims, 
fceni  equally  capable  of  the  fame  evi- 
dence of  demonftration. 

But  as  every  intellectual  as  well  as 
animal  faculty  »s  improved  and  ftrength- 
tiifd  by  c«crci'fe ,  the  more  the  ibul  exerts 
this  her  internal  fenfe  of  beauty  upon 
any  particular  obic6^,  the  more  ftie  will 
enlarge  and  refine  her  relifli  of  that  j^- 
culiarfpecies.  For  this  reafon  the  works 
of  thoie  great  matters,  whofe  jierftrm- 
anccs  have  been  Jong  and  generally  ad- 
mirtd,  f\if)\Ay  a  hmtv  criterion  ot  fine 
taltc^  efiwally  Axed  9nd  certain  as  that 


which  is  immediately  derived  from  Na- 
ture  herfelf.  The  tnith  is,  fine  writing 
is  only  the  art  of  raifing  aeiteabk  len- 
fations  of  the  intelleaual  kind  |  and 
therefore,  as  by  exalnining  thoie  origi- 
nal foOM  which  are  adapted  to  awaken 
this  percqition  in  the  mind,  we  kam 
what  thofc  t|ualities  are  which  coni^itute 
beauty  in  general }  fo  by  obfcrving  dw 
|>eculiar  conitiuftion  of  thofe  compoii- 
tions  of  genius  which  have  always  plcif- 
ed,  we  pel  fe6l  our  idea  of  fine  writing 
in  paiticular.  It  is  this  united  appro- 
bation, in  pel  funs  of  different  ages  and 
of  various  chara^ers  and  languages,  that 
Longinus  las  made  the  teft  of  the  true 
fublime ;  and  he  might  with  equal  juf- 
tice  have  extended  the  fame  criterion  to 
all  the  inferior  excellencies  of  elegant 
compofition.  Thua  the  deference  paid 
to  the.  performances  of  the  great  mafters 
of  antiquity,  is  fixed  upon  juft  and  folid 
reafons  :  it  is  not  becaufe  Ariftotlc  and 
Horace  have  given  us  the  i-ules  of  criti- 
cifm, that  we  fiibmit  to  their  authority; 
it  is  becaufe  thofe  rules  are  derived  froin 
works  which  have  been  diftinguifhed  hy 
the  uninteii-upted  admiration  of  all  tlic 
more  improved  part  of  mankind  from 
their  earlieft  appearance  down  to  this 

f)refent  hour.  For  whatever,  through  a 
ong  feries  of  ages,  has  lieen  univcrially 
etteemed  as  beautiful,  cannot  but  ]>e con- 
formable to  our  juft  and  natural  ideas  of 
beauty. 

The  oppofition,  however,  which  fome- 
times  divides  the  opinions  of  thofe  whofe 
judgments  may  be  fuppoled  equal  and 
perte6^,  is  urged  as  a  powerful  objection 
again  ft  the  reality  of  a  fixed  canon  of 
criticiAn :  it  is  a  proof,  you  think,  that 
aftti-  all  which  can  be  faid  of  fine  tafte, 
it  muft  ultimately  be  refolved  into  the 
peculiar  relifti  uf  each  individual.  But 
this  diverfity  of  fcntimentt  will  not,  of 
itfcif,  deftroy  the  evidence  of  the  crite- 
rion; fince  the  fame  effcf^  may  l>e  pro- 
duced by  num beliefs  other  caiites.  A 
thoufand  accidental  circumftances  may 
concur  in  counteracting  the  force  of  the 
rule,  even  allowing  it  to  be  ever  fo  fix^ 
and  invariable,  when  left  in  it's  free  and 
uninfluenced  ftate.  Not  to  mtntion  thit 
falfe  bi:i3  which  party  or  perfonal  dif- 
like  may  fix  upon  the  mind,  the  moft 
unptejudired  critic  will  find  it  difficult 
to  dilenga^  himfclf  entirely  fi-om  thofe 
partial  affc6>ions  in  favour  of  particular 
bcauuts,  to  viVxOcv  t:vCcvw  \W  ^cvy^^l 
COUiCc  o^  Vu^  ^v^^vt^^  Qc  ^«t  vto3N\« 


fitzosborne's  letters. 


5« 


is  temper,  may  have  undcred  . 
fenfible*  But  M  peiiFe6tion  in 
B  of  genius  refults  from  the 
luty  and  propriety  of  it*s  feve- 
I  parts,  and  as  it  is  impoflible 
iiilroan  compofitton  fhould  pof> 
hofc  qualities  in  their  highcft 
:  fovereign  d^ee ;  the  mind, 
:  pronounces  judgment  upon 

of  this  fort,  is  apt  to  decide  of 
,  as  thofe  circumlhmces  which 
admires,  cither  prevail  or  are 

Thus,  for  intiance,  the  excd- 
the  Roman  mafters  in  painting, 
\i  beauty  of  deiign,  noblenefs 
e,  and  delicacy  of  expreflion  ; 
liarms  of  good  colouring  are 
On  the  contrary,  the  Vene- 
ol  is  laid  to  have  neglected  de- 
le too  much ;  but  at  the  fame 
ix«n  more  attentive  to  the  grace 
ony  of  well'<lifpofed  lights  and 


(hades.  Now  it  will  be  admitted  by  all 
admirers  x>f  this  noble  art,  that  no  conir 
pofition  of  the  pencil  can  be  perfefi* 
where  either  of  thele  qualities  are  ab« 
fent;  yet  the  muft  accomplifhed  •  judgfe 
may  be  fo  particularly  ftruck  with  onie 
or  other  of  theie  excellencies,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  reft,  as  to  be  inflbenccd  in 
his  ^enfnre  or  applauie  of  the  whole 
tabbture,  by  the  predominancy  or  defi- 
ciency of  his  fanrourite  beauty.  Some- 
thing of  this  kind  (where  the  meaner 
prejudices  do  not  operate)  is  ever,  I  am 
perfuaded,  the  occafion  of  tliat  diver^t/ 
of  fcntences  which  we  occafionalf)'  heir 
pronounced  by  the  moft  improved  judges, 
on  the  fame  piece.  But  this  only  ihews^ 
that  much  caution  is  necelTary  to  give  a 
fine  tafte  it*s  full  and  unobflfruf^ed  ef- 
fe6l ;  not  that  it  is  in  itfelf  unceitain 
and  precarious.     I  am,  &g« 


LETTER    XL, 


TO    PALAMEDKo. 


JR  refolution  to  decline  thofe 
erturcs  of  acquaintance  which 
IS,  it  fcems,  has  lately  made  to 
igrceable  to  the  refined  princi- 
cn  have  ever  influenced  your 
A  man  of  your  elegant  no- 
integrity  will  obferve  the  fame 
with  relpeft  to  his  companions, 
r  did  with  regard  to  his  wife, 
lie  all  commerce  with  perfons 
of  fufpe6ted  honour.  It  would 
eed,  be  doing  juftice  to  Mezen- 
rej-refent  him  in  that  number  : 
gh  his  hypocrify  has  preferred 
fome  few  tricrnds,  and  his  im- 
ealtb  draw%  after  him  many  fol- 
the  world  in  general  are  by  no 
ivided  in  their  fentiments  cob- 
him. 

whilft  you  can  have  his  pi6lure 
many  better  hands,  why  arc  you 
of  Iceing  it  by  mine  ?  It  is  a 
employment  to  conirmplato  hu- 
ure  in  it^s  deformities ;  as  there 
ig,  perhaps,  more  difficult  than 
te  a  portiait  of  the  ch3ra6>erifti- 
with  ftrength  and  fpirit.  How- 
ce  you  have  aiTigned  me  the  tafk, 
thmk  myfclf  at  liberty  to  rcful'c 
rially  as  it  i^  your  int<*ieft  to  fee 
nested  In  his  true  fosw . 


Mezentius,  with  the  defierns  aind  ar- 
tifice of  a  Catiline,  affe^ls  the  iniegiity 
and  patriutifm  of  a  Cato.  Liberty,  jus- 
tice, and  honour,  are  words  which  be 
knows  jH;ife^ly  well  how  to  apply  with 
addicfs  j  and  having  them  always  ready 
upon  proper  occafions,  ike  conceals  the 
blackeft  purpuies  imder  the  fairefl  ap- 
pearances. For  void,  as  in  truth  he  is, 
of  every  worthy  principle,  be  has  too 
much  policy  not  to  pretend  to  the  no- 
bleft;  well  knowing,  that  counteifcit 
virtues  are  the  moft  luccefsful  nces.  It 
is  by  arts  of  this  kind,  that,  not- 
withltanding  he  has  (hewn  himfelf  un- 
reftrained  by  the  moft  facred  engage- 
ments  of  fociety«  and  \minfluenced  by 
the  moft  tender  affe6lions  of  nature,  he 
has  {^ill  been  able  to  retain  fome  degi*(;e  ^f 
credit  in  the  world:  for  he  never  facri- 
iicts  his  honour  to  his  intereft,  that  he 
does  nctf  in  fome  Icfs  confiderable,  but  ' 
niore  open  indance,  make  a  conceflkin 
of  hii  interefl  to  his  honour;  and  thus, 
while  he  links  his  character  on  one  fide, 
very  artfully  raifcs  it  on  the  other.  Ac- 
cordingly, under  pretence  of  the  moft 
fcnipuTotis  delicacy  of  confcience,  he 
lately  refigned  a  po(t  which  he  held  un- 
der my  Lord  GovIo\v\\vtv\  >»\v«k  ^  ^^ 
fame  timcVitv«a%  tTvd«k\wwwv%fcVi^5^ 
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moft  flumelefi  artifices  and  tfvafions,  to 
dcc«nve  and  de(i*aud  a  friend  of  mine 
in  one  of  the  moft  folemn  and  impor- 
tant tranfa^liont  that  can  pafs  between 
mvi  and  man. 

But  will  you  fiot  fufptf^  that  I  am 
defcribing  a  phantom  of  my  own  ima- 

fination,  when  Itell  vou  after  thisi  that 
e  hat  ercflcd  himfelf  into  a  reformer  of 
manners,  nnt!  i-;  lb  injudicioufly  ofHci- 
CHis  at  to  draw  the  enquiry  of  the  woild 
upon  hit  own  moralt  by  attempting  to 
expofe  the  defecls  of  others.  A  man 
.Who  v«ntures  publicly  to  point  out  the 


blemifliet  of  hit  contemponrie 
at  leaft  be  free  from  any  u 
(lain  him(elf,  and  have  nothin| 
jibly  dark  in  the  complexion  o 
private  charafUr*  But  Meze 
fatitfierl  with  Iieing  vitioutyhai 
dettrn^iiicd  to  be  ridiculout; 
having  wcetchedly  fquandered 
and  his  patrimony  in  t  iot  and 
nefft,  is  contemptibly  miXpendi 
Bj^  in  meafuring  impotent  (yll 
dealing  out  pointleit  abufe. 
I  aoii  & 


Letter  xll 


TO   ORONTES. 


WHAT  haughty  SacharifHi  hat 
put  you  out  of  humour  with 
her  whole  fex?  for  it  is  fomedirappoint- 
tnent,  I  furpe^l,  of  the  tender  kin  J,  that 
hat  thus  (harpened  the  rdtje  of  your  fa- 
lirc,  and  pointed  it's  invcftivc  agninit 
the  fairer  half  of  our  I'pccies.  You 
were  not  mjll:il:en,  however,  when  yo\i 
fuppofed  T  ftioulil  prove  no  convert  to 
your  docli'ine;  h*it  rife  up  as  an  ndvo- 
cale>  where  I  piofelN  myfelf  an  admirer. 
I  am  not,  *tis  true,  altogether  of  old 
Montaigne*^  opinion,  that  the  fouls  of 
both  Ce^csfjtttjettex,  as  he  exprefTes  it, 
fir  mtfme  mcuUst  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  wdling  enough  to  join  with  yoiT  in 
thinking*  that  they  may  he  wrought  off 
from  different  models.  Yet  the  ctifls 
niay  be  equally  perfe£l,  though  it  (huuld 
'be  allowed  that  thcjr  arc  eilentiaily  dif- 
fierent.  Nature,  it  is  ccitarn,  has  traced 
out  a  feparate  c(/uiTl'  of  a^lion  for  tMe 
two  fexes;  and  as  they  are  appointed  to 
diftin6i  ofiices  of  lifr,  it  is  not  improha- 
ble  that  there  may  he  fonii'thing  dilHiifl 
like^ife  in  the  frame  of  their  minds; 
that  there  may  be  a  kind  of  fcx  in  the 
very  fouU 

I  cannot  therefore  but  wonder,  that 
Plato  Ihould  have  thou^i^ht  it  reaO.n- 
able  to  admit  them  into  an  equal  fl».ii-c 
of  the  dignities  and  oflices  of  his  ima- 
ginary commonwiiihhi  and  that  the 
wifdom  of  the  antient  E(;yptian3  (ho»ld 
liave  fo  ftrangely  inverted  the  evident 
intentions  of  rrovicience,  as  to  confine 
ihe  men  to  domeftic  affairs,  whillt  the 
women,  it  is  f^tl,  wrre  engaged  abroad 
in  the  aiUwe  suid  iaboriout  fceoet  of  bu* 


Maich 

finefs.  Hirtory,  it  mud  be  os 
fupjily  fomc  few  female  inftar 
the  mo(i  mafculinc  virtues:  hi 
ancesof  that  extraordinary  ki: 
uncommon  to  fupport  the  n< 
general  ecjuality  in  the  natur 
of  their  minds. 

Thus  much,  however,  feenr 
that  there  arc  certain  moral  b 
which  nature  has  drawn  Set  wet 
fexcs,  and  that  neither  of  then 
over  the  limits  of  the  other 
equally  deviating  from  the  b 
decorum  of  their  refpeftive  c 
Buadicea  in  armour  is,  to  me 
extravagant  a  fight,  as  Achiil 
ticnits* 

tn  determining,  therefore,  t1 
rativc  merit  of  the  two  fifxet,  i 
rotation  from  female  rxccllen 
divert  in  kind  from  that  wh 
guiihet  the  male  put  of  on 
And  if  in  general  it  flir.U  l>efou 
upon  an  impartial  enquiry, 
will  moft  certainly  be  found) 
men  fill  up  thiir  apjwintc*!  cu 
tion  with  greater  iVjTuUrity  an 
than  menj  the  cl.»iin  of  prefei 
not  juftly  be  decided  in  our  fa 
tlie  priii'.eniial  anr!  orconomic; 
lite,  I  think  it  undcni.*hle  tha 
far  above  us.  And  if  true  ft 
m-nd  is  In-rt  difcovered  by  a  cl 
figiiation  to  the  meafures  of  P 
we  Hull  not  find  reafon,  p< 
claim  that  moft  Angular  of  t 
viituet  as  our  peculiar  pi-ivile{ 
are  numbers  ot  the  other  fex,  i 
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tion,  jnfs  through  one  continued  fcene 
of  iuftcpng,  tiom  their  ciaclles  to  their 
invcft,  with  a  Ri  miiela  of  icloiution  that 
wouM  dti'enre  io  many  Itatues  to  be 
creAed  to  their  memories,  if  lieiorfm 
veit  not  citimatcd  more  by  the  fplendor 
^n  the  merit  of  aAlons. 

But  whatever  real  difference  there  may 
k  between  the  moral  or  intellectual 
ftmtn  of  the  male  and  female  mind ; 
aituie  does  not  leem  to  have  ma^'ked  the 
4iftiB%on  fo  itrongly  at  our  vanity  is 
villiDg  to  imagine:  and  after  all,  per- 
lapii  education  will  be  found  to  confti- 
ttttc  the  principal  fuperiority.    It  rouft 
be  acknowledged,  at  leaft,  that  in  this 
micle  we  have  every  advantage  over  the 
ibfter  fex,  that  art  and  indullry  can  pof* 
itUy  (ccure  to  us.    The  moft  animating 
ttuiples  of  Greece  and  Rome  arc  fct 
Mre  us,  as  early  as  we  are  capable  of 
V^obfervation ;  and  the  noblell  compo- 
fibons  of  the  antients  are  given  into  our 
hnds,  almoft  as  loon  as  we  have  ftrength 
l»  hold  them:  while  the  employments  of 
ikr  other  fex,  at  the  fame  period  of  life, 
tn  generally  the  reverfe  of  every  thing 
tliu  can  open  and  enlarge  their  minds, 
or  fill  tiBin  with  ju(t  and  rational  no* 
lioiii.     The  truth  of  it  is,  female  edu- 
cttion  it  fo  much  worie  than  none,  at  it 
it  better  to  leave  the  mind  to  it*s  natu- 
ral  and  uninftrufted  fuggeftions,  than  to 
lead  it  into  falie  purfuits,  and  contra^ 
it*s  views,  by  turning  them  upon  the 
bwtft  and  moft  trifling  objcfls.     We 
icem,  indeed,  by  the  manner  in  which 
we  fuller  the  youth  of  that  fex  to  be 
ftained,  to  confider  women  agreeablv  to 
die  opinion  of  certain  Mahometan  doc- 
tors, and  treat  them  as  if  we  believed 
ihcy  have  no  fouls:  why  elfe^are  they 

Bied  only  and  completed  to  the  tafle 
Of  luftful  appeier.ee,  to  fiitg,  to  dance, 
To  dicii,  and  troule  the  tongue,  and  roll  the 
eye?  Milt. 

Thit  Grange  negleft  of  cultivating  the 
Imale  mindi  can  hardly  be  allowed  at 


good  policy,  when  it  is  ronfijfied  how 
nukh  the  ir.ierelt  of  Ibciety  is  concerned 
in  the  rectitude  of  their  undcrllandings. 
That  feafon  of  every  man's  life  which  is 
moft  fufceptible  of  the  iHongeft  impref- 
fions,  is  neccffarilv  under  female  direc- 
tion ;  as  there  are  few  inftances,  perhaps* 
in  which  that  fex  is  not  one  of  the  fe- 
cret  fprings  which  regulates  the  moil 
important  movements  of  private  or  pub* 
lie  tranfaflions.  What  Cato  obferved 
of  his  countrymen,  is  in  one  refpeft  true' 
of  every  nation  under  the  fun—*  The 

*  Romans,^  (aid  he,  '  govern  the  worid» 

*  but  it  is  the  women  that  govern  the 
'  Romans.'  Let  notj  however,  a  cer* 
tain  pretended  Cato  of  your  acquaint- 
ance take  occafion  from  this  maxiro  to 
iMfult  a  fecond  time  that  innocence  he  hat 
fo  often  injured:  for  I  will  tell  him  an- 
other maxim  as  true  as  the  former* 
That  there  are  circumfiances  where  no 
woman  has  power  enough  to  controul  a 
man  of  fpirit. 

If  it  be  true,  then,  (as  tnie  beyond  all 
peradventure  it  is)  that  female  influence 
is  thus  extenfive ;  nothing,  certainly,  can 
be  of  more  importance,  Uian  to  give  it  a 
proper  tendency,  by  the  aflliftance  of  a  • 
well-direfted  education.  Far  am  I  from 
recommending  any  attemptt  to  render 
women  learnt ;  yet  furely  it  is  lieceflary 
they  (hould  be  raifed  above  ignorance. 
Such  a  general  tin6^ure  of  the  moft  ufe* 
ful  fciences  as  may  ferve  to  free  the  mind 
from  vulgar  prejudices,  and  give  it  a  re* 
lifh  for  the  rational  exercife  dF  it*s  pow- 
ers, might  very  juftly  enter  into  the  plan 
of  femlle  erudition.  That  fex  might 
be  taught  to  turn  the  coiirfe  of  their  re* 
fleflions  iftto  a  proper  and  advantageoat 
channel,  without  any  da^nger  of  render- 
ing them  too  elevated  for  the  feminine 
duties  of  life.  In  a  word,  I  would  have 
them  confidered  as  defigned  by  ProvU 
dence  for  ufe  as  well  at  (hew,  and  train- 
ed up  not  only  as  women,  but  at  ra* 
tionai  creatures.    Adieu. 

I  am»  8ccm 


LETTER    XLII. 


TO 


WHILST  you  are  engaged  in 
turning  over  the  reconis  of  paft 
•get,  and  tracing"  our  conRitntion  from 
k"*  rifi,  tkeongb  slU  iVt  /ereraf  periodt  j 


PALSMON. 

MAT  5,  1746. 

I  fometimet  amufe  myftif  with  review* 
ing  ceitain  annals  of  an  KuLtnVAvc  VvgA^ 
and  cot\(ideT\t\^  l\\t  x^r\o>&\  tQLtTv%  ^xA  x^ 
volutions  lVv2L\  Vwrc  Vv^^f^2«D!t\Vcv^^nftV: 
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timcntttiidafRsAiens  of  thofe  with  whom 
I  have  been  moftconncfled.  A  hiftory  of 
this  fort  is  nor,  indeed,  f.  (Iriking  as  that 
which  exhibits  kinj^s  and  heroes  to  our 
view;  but  may  it  not  be  conttmpJatedy 
Palemon,  with  more  private  advantage? 

Methinlcs  we  fhould  fcarce  he  fo  im» 
l>ittered  againft  thofe  who  differ  from 
ui  in  principle  or  praOice,  wtre  we  often- 
cr  to  reflca  how  frequently  we  have 
varied  from  ourfelves  in  both  thofe  arti- 
cles. It  was  but  yefterday  that  Lucius, 
whom.I  once  knew  a  very  zealous  advo- 
cate for  the  mod  controverted  points  of 
faith,  was  arguing  with  equal  warmth 
^nd  vehemence  on  the  principles  of 
Peifm$  IS  Batbiltus,  who  ftft  out  in  the 
world  a  cool  iniidel,  has  lately  drawn 
up  one  of  the  inoft  plaufihle  defences  of 
the  myilic  devotees,  that,  perhips,  was 
ever  written.  The  truth  is,  a  man  muft 
either  have  pafled  his  whole  life  without 
refie£ling,  or  hi.-i  thoughts  muil  have 
run  in  a  very  limited  channel,  who  has 
BOt  often  experienced  many  remarkable 
revolutions  of  tiie  mind. 

The  fame  kind  of  inconllancy  is  ob- 
f^rvable  in  our  purfuits  of  happinefs  as 
well  as  truth.  Thus  our  friend  Curio,- 
whom  we  both  renicniber  iji  the  former 
part  of  his  life,  enamoured  of  every  fair 
face  he  met,  and  enjoying  every  woman 


he  could  porchafe^  ba<  at  laft  colleAed 
this  diffii&Te  flame  into  a  (ingle  poinr,and 
oould  not  be  tempted  to  commir  an  infi- 
delity to  his  marriage  vow,  though  a 
form  at  beautiful  as  tne  Venus  of  Apel- 
Ict  was  to  oourt  his  embraces  whilft 
Apcmanthes,  on  the  other  band,  who 
was  the  moft  fober  and  domeftic  man  I 
ever  knew  till  he  loft  his  wife,  com* 
menced  a  rake  at  five  and  forty,  and  is 
now  for  ever  in  a  favem  or  a  ffrw. 

Who  knows k  Palemon,  whether  even 
this  humour  of  moralizing,  which,  as 
you  often  tell  me,  fo  ftrongly  marks  my 
character,  may  not  wear  out  in  tinei 
and  be  fucceeded  by  a  brighter  and 
more  itvelyrein?  Who  knows  nut  I  may 
court  again  the  miilrefs  1  have  forfaken, 
and  die  at  laft  in  the  arms  of  ambition? 
Cleora,  at  leallf  who  frequently  nlliet 
me  u|xin  that  fever  of  my  youth,  aiTufea 
me  I  am  only  in  the  ii^termiflionof  afit, 
which  will  certainly  return.  But  though 
there  may  be  fome  excuie,  perhaps,  in 
exchanging  our  follies  or-  our  errorts- 
there  can  be  none  in  refuming  thofe  we 
have  once  happily  quitted  r  for  furely  he 
muft  be  a  very  injudicious  fpt^nfman, 
who  can  be  tempted  to  belt  over  thofe 
fields  again  which  have  ever  difappointed 
him  of  his  game.   Farewei. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    XLIII. 


TO    EUPH 

IT  is  a  pretty  obfervation,  which  I 
have  foinewhere  met.  That  the  moft 
pleafing  of  all  harmony  arifes  from  the 
ccnfure  of  a  fmgle  per(bn,  when  nuxed 
with  the  gfcneral  applaufcs  of  the  world. 
I  ahnoft  jufpeft,  therefore,  that  you  arc 
confidcring  the  intereft  of  your  admired 
author,  when  you  call  upon  me  for  my 
f<r»her objeftjons  to  his  performance: 
and  arc  for  joining  me,  perhaps,  to  the 
numbei-  of  thofe  who  advance  his  repu- 
tatroHf  by  oppofmg  it.  The  truth, 
however,  is,  you  could  not  have  chofen 
a  critic  (if  a  critic  I  might  venture  to 
call  my'.elf)  who  has  a  higher  eftcem  for 
al)^  the  compoQiions  of  Mr.  Popf :  as 
indeed  I  look,  upon  every  thing  that 
comes  from  his  hands,  with  the  fame 
^ww?  of  veneration  as  if  it  were  con- 
fec:7itcJ  by  Hiitiqahy,  Neverthelefs* 
though  I  greatly  rcv«^c  his  judgment|  I 


ROMUS. 

JULY  a,  1741. 
cannot  abfolutely  renounce  my  owni 
and  fince  fome  have  been  hold  enough  to 
advance,  that  even  the  Sacied  W»ittnga. 
thcmftlves  ^o  not  always  (peak  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Spirit  \  I  may  have  leave  to 
iuipe6l  of  the  poets  what  has  been  af- 
ferted  of  the  prophets,  and  fuppofe  that 
tbt-ir  pens  are  not,  at  all  Jeafons,  under 
the  guidance  of  inlpirition.  But  as 
there  is  fomething  extremely  uneratetul 
totlie  mind,  in  dwelling  u|K}n  thole  lit- 
tle I'poth  tUit  ntceflardy  attend  the  luf- 
tre  of  all  human  merit;  you  muft  allow 
me  to  join  his  Ixrauties  with  his  tmper- 
feAions,  and  admire  with  rapture  after 
having  condemned  with  regret. 

There  is  a  certain  modem  figure  of 

fpeech,  which  the  authors  of  iTtt  art  •/ 

Jinking  in  poetry  have  calle<l  the  Mmini/b' 

ing.     This,  lb  far  as  it  it:lates  to  wonts 

only  I  cond^vu  dc\^aS\tv^  a^  ^T«)X'vVn^«\ 

^1 
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by  exprefling  ^t  hi  t  term  of  meaner  im- 
pMt »  Mr.  Pope  hat  himfelf  nnw  and 
then  fallen  into  this  kind  ofthtprvfiMmt, 
which  he  has  with  fuch  uncommon  wit 
and  fpirit  cxpofed  in  the  writings  of 
otfaen.-Tbus  Agamemnon,  addraling 
himfeif  to  Menelaus  and  Ulyflet,  aflct— 

'  And  can  you,chiefs,  wlihout  a  blufli,  furtey 

'  Whole  irotps  before  yoU|  Ub'rinr  in  the 

^Jritjf  B.  if. 

80  likewife  Pandanis,  fpeaking  of  DIo- 
meda  who  is  performing  the  utmoft  ef- 
Iboi  of  heroiim  in  the  field  of  battle, 
fty.- 

*  Some  guardian  of  the  ikies,' 

*  loYolv^d  in  clouds,proie^  him  in  thefrdy,^ 

V.  235. 

But  what  would  you  think,  Euphro- 
nina,  were  you  to  hear  of  the  '  impervi- 

*  Otis  foam,*  and   *  rough  waves  of  a 

*  brmkf"  Would  it  not  put  you  in  mind 
of  that  droll  thought  of  the  ingenious 
Pr.  Young,  in  one  of  his  epiftles  toour 
author,  where  he  talks  of  a  puddle  ma 
Jtvrmf  3ret,  hy  thus  confounding  the 
properties  of  the  hit^heft  oDJe^s  with 
thole  of  the  lowcfl,  Mr.  Pom  has  turn* 
cd  one  of  the  moft  pieaHng  umiirs  in  the 
whole  Iliad,  into  downright  burlcfque— 

As  wbrn  foroe  fimpic  f«ain  his  cot  forfakes. 
And  »ide  thro*  fent  an  unknow.i  journey 

takes  $  . 
If  chance  a  fweiling  hrUk  his  pafTige  ftay, 
And  f .MM  imftrvhut  croft  the  wand*rcr*s 

way, 
Coafuk*d  beftops,  a  length  of  country  paft, 
"Byts  tte  rough  wavtt,  and  tir*d,  retums  at 

laft.  V.  734. 

This  fweiling  brook,  however,  of  Mr* 
Pope,  is  in  Homer  a  rapi<i  river,  rufh- 
ing  with  violence  into  the  fei— 

Zna  isr*anufpa«  wm/Am  kKmh  Wfifiem. 

V.  598. 

It  is  one  of  the  eflential  requifltes  of 
an  epic  poem,  and  indeed  of  even*  other 
kind  of  feribus  poetry,  that  the  ityle  be 
raifed  above  common  language;  as  no- 
thing takes  off  fo  much  from  that  (b« 
leronity  of  di^lion,  from  which  the  poet 
ought  never  to  depart,  as  idioms  of'  a 
vulgar  and  familiar  call.  Mr.  Pope 
bas  fometimes  ncjgleAed  this  important 
rule,  but  moft  frequently  in  the  incro- 
duAion  of  his  (petches .  To  mentigd 
efy  a  few  isAancei. 


Tfrtfrimv,  to  Phenis  Ajai  gan  the  fign. 

i{.  aoi. 
H^itb  tbst  Asm  Ajax  his  long  fileoce  broka* 

is.  7^5. 
JVitb  that  the  venerable  warrior  rofe» 

a*  150* 
fFitb  that  they  ftepp^d  afiJe,  Uz. 

X.  415. 

whereas  Homer  |reiierally  prefaces  hit 
fpeeches  with  a  dignity  of  phrafe,  that 
calls  up  the  attention  of  the  reader  tft 
what  is  going  to  be  uttered.  Milton 
has  very  happily  copied  his  manner  in 
.this  particular,  as  in  many  others;  and 
though  he  often  falls  into  a  flatnefs  of . 
expreflion,  he  has  never  once,  I  think* 
committed  that  error  upon  occafions  of 
this  kind.  He  ufually  ufhers  in  his  ha* 
rangues  with  fomething  chara6keriftical 
of  the  fpcaker,  or  that  poinu  out  fome 
remarkable  ciicumilance  of  his  preient 
(ituation,  in  the  following  manners 
Satan,  with  bold  words 
Breaking  the  horrid  (ilencr,  thus  began. 

i.  S*t 
Him  thus  anf«¥er*d  foon  his  bold  compeer. 

i.  115. 
He  ended  frowning: 

On  the  other  fide  uprofc 
Belial, 
And  with  perfuafive  accents  thus  began* 

ii.  io6* 
If  you  compare  the  effeSi  which  an  in- 
troduflion  of  this  defcriptive  fort  has 
upon  the  mind,  with  thofe  low  and  un* 
awakening  exprcfTions  which  I  have 
marked  in  the  lines  I  juft  now  quoted 
from  our  Enelifh  Iliad;  you  will  not^ 
perhaps,  conniler  my  objeflion  as  al- 
together without  foundation. 

All  oppolition  of  ideas  (hould  be  care- 
fully avoided  in  a  poem  of  this  kind^ 
as  unbecumine  the  gravity  of  the  heroic 
Mufe.  But  does  not  Mr.  Popelbroc* 
times  facrifice  fimplicity  to  falfe  oma* 
ment,  and  lol'e  the  majefty  of  Homer  ia 
the  aflfe^ations  cf  Ovid?  Of  this  fort  a 
fevere  critic  would,  perhaps,  efteem  hit 
calling  an  army  maixhing  with  tptatt 
ercft,  amo^i.g  iroH^uoodt 
Such  and  fo  thick  th*  embattled  fauadroaa 

fiud 
With  fpears  ercA,  «  mtnmg  inn  wtod. 

There  feems  alfo  to  be  an  inconfiftency 
in  the  two  parts  of  this  dcfcription)  for 
the  troops  are  reprefented  as  ^ndin'f 
ftill,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  ciraiin« 
^nce  mentioned  of  the  f^ean^  (hMlbl 
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theyweniosiotion.  But  if  the  traof- 
■later  had  been  faithful  to  his  author  in 
tliii  paflage,  neither  of  thefie  objeAioM 
could  have  been  raifedi  for  in  Homer 
it  is-^ 


TtMtl 


wxirat  xin/VTft  ^Xsy/f  c 


KuBMcUy  r<utf0-iv  Tt  »M  tyxtfi  «gf fixuici. 

!▼•  280. 

Is  there  not  likewife  foroe  Httle  tendency 
to  apun,  in  thofe  upbraiding  lines  which 
Hefikor  addrtlTcs  to  Paris? 

'  For  tbcc  great  Ilion^s  gtiardian  hemes  fall, 

*  TiU  beapi  of  dead  alooe  Mend  the  wall/ 

•Mr.  Pope  at  lead  deferts  his  euide,  in 
order  to  give  us  this  conceit  of  dead  men 
aefeuJiiif  a  town;  for  the  original  could 
not  poihbly  lead  him  into  it.  Honiert 
,  with,  a  plainncl's  fuiuble  to  the  occalioii, 
only  tells  us— 
A««i  fiiv^trudtfo'i  mft  «-7oXiv,  aiiru  ri  tux^t 

Tcucer,  in  the  eighth  book,  aims  a 
dart  at  He 6lor,  which,  mifling  it*s  way, 
ilew  Gorythio;  upon  which  wearetold^- 

J^QOther  fliaft  the  raging  archer  threwj 
That  other  fliafc  with  erring  fury  flew* 
(Frum  Hedoc   PhoebUs    turned  the  flyiu£ 

WOMtld) 

Yet  fell  not  dry  or  guiltUft  to  the  ground. 
A  Jfyif^  <wounJ  is  a  thought  exa£^Iy  in 
the  ipiritof  Ovidj  but  highly  unworthy 
of  Pope  as  well  as  of  Homer:  and,  in- 
deed, there  is  not  the  leall  foundation 
for  it  in  the  original.  But  what  do  you 
rh'.nk  of  the  fliaft  that  fell  J^j  01  guilr- 
ie/sF  where,  yoti  fee,  one  tiguiative 
eptthet  tx  adited  as  explanatory  of  the 
otherl  The  doubling  of  epithets,  with- 
out raiting  the  idea,  IS  not  allowable  in 
com|io(itions  of  any  kindj  hut  leaft  of 
all  in  jKjetry.  *  It  is,'  lays  Quin^tilian, 
■  as  it  every  cujnmon  foldici  in  an  army 
<  were  to  br  aitr.nded  with  a  ?,ilei;  you 

*  encreafe  your  number  without  adding 

*  to  jour  iicngrh.' . 

But  if  it  l>e  u  fiult  to  drotld  epirhci<; 

of  the  fame  impo.it  one  upon,  the  otiu^i  ^ 

"^i  is  much  m  Me  ih   to  employ  Avch  as 

call  off  the  attcution  from  the  principal 

idea  to  beraifed,  and  turn  it  upon  little 

ior  foieign  ciicumllancc5.  When  j%neas 

i^  wounded  by  Tydides,   Homer  de- 

r<:(ibes  Venus  ascomluAinghim  thiowgh 

'  ^e  ihicl^efl  tumult  of  the  enemy,  and 

konvej'ing  him  from  cite  £eld  of  battle, 

J^jf  whi&  Vc  .'/i?  t'o.'uwing-  rhe  b.tio 


with  our  whole  concern,  «ii4  imMmk 
™  ™  danger  which  fummnds  hinros 
#11  fideti  Mr.  Pope  leads  uiofffn* 
our  anxiety  for  i£neat,  by  ao  uninie. 
lefting  epithet  relating  to  the  ftruam 
of  thofe  tnftrumems  of  death,  whidi 
^ere  everywhere  flytngaboiit  himf  and 
we  are  coldly  informed,  that  the  dartg 
ytttfeatbiTid: 

Safe  thro*  the  rufhing  horfe  and  Z^^r^V 

flight 
Of  founding  ibafts,  Ibe  hcan  him  thm*  fito 

^  But  as  his  ^'thets  ibmetimet  debafe 
the  general  image  to  be  railed;  fo  they 
now  and  then  adorn  them  with  a  &]Jf 
brilliancy.  Thus,  fpcaking  of  a  perfen 
flam  by  an  arrow,  he  calls  it  a  p9mi$d 
iUatbf  iv.  607,  Defcribingancxheravho 
was  attacked  by  numbera  at  oncct  fce 
tells  us— 

€ 

A  grove  of  lances  ^/i/ffr'i/ at  hii  bieail.' 
iv  6ir. 

And  reprefenting  a  foreft  on  £re,  he 

fays— 

<  In  blazing  hcapt  the  grovels  old  hoMon 

*  f^n, 

*  And  one  frfulgtnt  ruin  levels  all.* 

X.  SOI. 

But  one  of  the  moft  unpardonable  ia- 
Ihnces  of  this  kind  is,  where  he  retaief 
the  death  of  Hyplenor,  a  perfon  wlio, 
it  feems,  exercifed  the  facerdotal  oAce 

On  hi^  broad  {houlder  fell    the  forceful 

brand, 
Thence  glancing  downward  lopt  hjs  holy 

hand, 
And  fljinM  with  fjcrcd  blood  the  b!u&. 

irg  fjni!. 

To  take  the  force  of  this  epithet,  w* 
n\\\\\  luppoicthat  the  rednefs  whicli  ap- 
pealed upon  tlic  land  on  this  oecafion, 
was  an  etfra  of  it's  blufliing  to  hrid  it- 
Iclf  llaincd  with  the  blood  of  fo  facml  a 
perfon:  than  which  there  cannot  be  a 
more  forced  and  unnatural  thought.  It 
"puts  me  in  mind  of  a  pafftgcinaFrench 
dramatic  writer,  who  has  formed  a  play 
upon  the  ftory  of  Pyramtis  and  Thifbc. 
1  he  haplefs  mnid,  addref^ng  hcrfelf  to 
the  dagger,  which  lies  by  ihe  fide  of  her 
lover,  breaks  out  into  the  following  ex* 
clamation— -  . 

«  Al!  y/fi  U  feigKarJfui  du  Jang  ikfyi 


} 
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,  tBking  notice  ef  theie  Uncs,  ob- 
Smup  TtuUs  Us  gUuts  du,  Nvrd  tmkmkk 
ikftm  pas^  kwmnfimt^  fksfrniis  que 
Utepmiie.    But  oFtke  two  poett,  I 
know  not  whether  Mr.  Pqpe  it  not  moft 
^bc  coademncdi:  for  whMever  (hame 
the  poignard  might  take  to  itfelf,  for 
being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  the 
iovcr ;  it  is  certain  that  the  fand  had  not 
^le  !eaft  (hare  in  the  death  of  the  priell. 
The  antient  critics  have  in(i||le(l  much 
upon  propriety  of  language |  and,  in- 
.  deed,  one  may  with  great  juftice  fay 
wrhai  the  infulted  Job  does  to  his  imper- 
«inent  friends,  How  Jordble  mre  right 
*w9rdsf    The  truth  Is,  though  the  len- 
timent  niuft  always  fupport  the  expref- 
fionf  yet  the  expreflion  muft  give  grace 
aodcficacy  to  the  rentiment;  and   the 
fane  thought  ftiall  fiequently  be  admired 
«r  condemned,  according  to  the  merit 
^  the  particular  phrafe  in  which  it  is 
«miveycd.     For  this  reafon  J.  Caefar, 
in  a  treatifc  which  he  wrote  concerning 
the  Latin  Unguage,  calls  a  judicious 
choice  of  words,  the  origin  of  eloquena : 
as  indeed  neither  oratory  nor  poetry  can 
be  raifed  to  any  decree  of  perfection, 
whenr  tbit  their  principal  root  is  neglect- 
ed.    In  this  an  Virgil  particularly  ex- 
celi^  and  it  is  the  inimitable  grace  of 
his  words  (as  Mr.  Dryden  fomewhere 
fuftly  obferves)   wherem    that   beauty 
princijMiUy  confifts,  which  gives  fo  in- 
cxpeeflible  a  uleafure  to  him  who  beft 
andcrftanda  tbeir  force.    No  man  was 
ever  a  more  (kilful  mailer  of  this  pow- 
erful art  than  Mr.  Pope;  as  he  has, 
upon  feveral  occafions  throughout   this 
tranflation,  raifed  and  dignined  his  ftyle 
with    certain    antiquated    words    and 
phrafes,  that  are  molt  wonderfully  fo- 
lonnand  majeftic.     I  cannot,  however, 
^ortiear  mentioning  an  inftance,  where 
be  has  employed  an  obfolete  term  lefs 
bappily»  I  think,  than  is  his  general 
ca^m.    It  occurs  in  fome  lines  which 
I  jvft  now  quoted  for  another  purpofe  : 
•  On  his  broad  flioulder  fell  the  forceful 

hrsnJt 
«  Thence  glancing  downward  lopt  his  holy 
hand.*  V.  105. 

Brm^  it  ibmetimes  ufed  by  Spenfer  for 
a  Cwfvd{  and  in  that  fenfe  it  is  here  in- 
tffodocad.  But  as  we  (till  retain  this 
word  in  a  different  application,  it  will 
siways  beimproper  to  adopt  it  in  it's  an- 

timimiedmefliifiV'.^^^''^."  niuftne- 
^SsUf  oecMlhn  umhigulty'i  an  error  in 
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ftyle  of  all  others  the  moft  to  be  avoided. 
Accordingly,  every  reader  of  the  lines  I 
have  quoted,  muft  take  up  an  idea  very 
difivrent  from  that  which  the  poet  in- 
tends, and  which  he  will  carry  on  with 
him,  till  he  arrives  at  the  middle  of  the 
fecond  verfe.  And  if  he  happens  to  be 
unacquainted  with  the  language  of  our 
old  writert^  when  he  comes  to— 

L'i^r  hi  I  holy  hand, 

he  will  be  loft  in  a  confufion  of  images^ 
and  have  abfolutely  no  idea  remaining. 

There  is  another  uncommon  elegance 
in  the  n»anagement  of  words,  which  re- 
quires  a  veiy  fmgular  turn  of  gcniu8» 
and  great  delicacy  of  judgment  to  at* 
tain.  As  the  art  I  juft  before  mentioned, 
turns  upon  employing  antiquated  words 
with  force  and  propnety;  lb  this  con- 
fifts in  giving  the  grace  of  novelty  to  the 
received  and  current  terms  of  a  Ian* 
guagtr,  by  applying  them  in  a  new  and 
unexpected  manner: 

Dixfrh  f^r>guy  notitm  J!  caUida  ^/erhum 

B  Ml  Jen  tjunff  atra  jb^wkm.  Hoa  • 

The  great  caution,  however,  to  l>e  ob« 
ferved  in  any  at  tempt  of  this  kind,  is  lii 
judicioudy  to  conndEltheexpreflions,  at 
to  remove  every  doubt  concerning  the 
fignitication  in  which  they  are  defigned : 
for  as  |>erfpicuit3r  is  the  end  and  fupreme 
excellency  of  writing,  there  cannot  be  a 
more  fatal  objection  to  an  author's  ftyle, 
than  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  a  commen- 
tator. But  will  not  this  objection  lie 
agaioit  the  following  verfe  ? 

Nexttfrf^tf/Phereclus  untimely  fell.  V.  75. 

The  word  artful  is  here  taken  out  of  it'c 
appropriated  acceptation,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs 

•C  Xif  0-iv  f  snr«T«  IuIrKa  m»rrA 

But  however  allowable  it  may  be  (as  ih« 
deed  it  is  not  only  allowable,  but  grace-, 
ful)  to  raife  a  word  at>ove  it*s  ordinary 
import,  when  the  cMda  jmiHura  (at 
Horace  calls  it)  determines  at  once  this 
fenfe  in  which  it  is  ufed:  vet  it  fliould 
never  be  caft  fo  fir  hack  moa  it*s  cuf* 
tomary  meaning,  as  to  ftand  for  an  ides 
which  has  no  relation  to  what  it  implies, 
in  it*s  primary  and  natural  ibte.  Thit 
>Vbnld  be  introducing  nnctrtainty  and 
confufion  into  a  langnaJR,  mndtMtATi^ 
every  fentenee  into  %  i^Ve.  KanoitS; 
tnglyi  after  vtb«vex,t«fi^k&  eiii  ^twa;^ 
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the  feferal  fiicceeding  liiict  in  this  paf- 
iage, .  we  are  obliged  to  change  the  idea 
with  which  we  fee  out;  and  find,  at  lafty 
that  bv  the  artful  Phercclus  we  are  to 
undcrfhmdi  not  what  we  at  firft  appre- 
hend, a  man  of  cunning  and  defign  | 
but  one  who  is  (killed  in  the  mechanical 
art! . 

It  18  with  a  liberty  of  the  fame  un- 
fuccefsful  kind,  that  \L-.  Pope  has  ren- 
dered 

T«v  vpdTf^c  «rfO0-iiiiri  At/xaev«c  a/Xaoc  ih»^* 

¥.276, 

Stem  LvcaoD*!  warlike  race  begun. 

I  know  not  bv  what  figure  of  fpecch  the 
whole  race  of  a  mnn  can  denote  his  next 
immediate  defcendant:  and  I  fear,  no 
fyneccfoche  can  acquit  this  expiefllon  of 
nonfcnfe.  .  The  tmth  is,  whoever  ven- 
turesto  (Irike  out  of. the  common  road, 
muft  be  more  than x>rdiharily  careful,  or 
he  will  prohaMv  loli:  hi«  wav. 

This  reminds  me  of  a  paflageor  two, 
where  our  poet  has  been  extremely  in- 
jurious to  the  fenie  of  his  author,  and 
made  him  talk  a  language  which  he 
never  ufes;  the  language,  I  mean,  of 
abfurdity.  In  the  fixth  Iliad,  Agamem- 
non aifares  Menelaus— 


wavTff 
tXur  ifa«tX9(at\  «Moiro».  vi.  6o. 

But  in  Mr.Pope*s  verfion,  that  chief  tells 
his  brother— 

IIW  fliall  periA  whole  and  hury  all. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  over-nice  to-remark, 
that  as  the  dcftruftion  of  Troy  is  firll 
mentioned*  it  has  a  little  the  appearance 
«f  nonfenfe  to  talk  afterwards  of  her 
burying  her  fons.  However,  the  latter 
paitof  this  verfc  c^ire£tIy'€omradi6lsthe 
orit^inal:  for  Ai;amemnon  is  ib  far  from 
aflfcrting  that  Ilion  (hould  bury  all  her 
inhabitants,  that  he  proncjunces  pufi- 
tively,  they  ftiouM  not  be  buried  at  all : 
a  calamity,  in  the  opinion  of  the  an- 
tients,  of  ail  others  the  moft  terrible. 
But  poflibly  the  erroi*  mav  lie  in  the 
mimer,  not  in  the  poet;  and  perhaps  the 
fine  originally  ftood  thus :    • 

IticD  fliall  periih  whole,  urhyry'd,  all* 

If  To,  l)oth  myobjedioni  vanifh:  and 

thofe  who  are  converiant  with  the  piieU, 

wtJi  OQtibink  this  fuf^KsTition  improba-' 

ticf  SiKcmucb  mgnunhkAy  voiAakti 


often  happen  by  the  careleflhi 
pofirors. 

But  though  I  am  willing  t 
the  allowance  pofllble  to  an  ai 
raifea  our  admiration  too  ol 
have  a  right  to  the  utmoft 
wherever  he  fails  $  yet  I  can  i 
cufe  for  an  unaccountable  ab 
has  fallen  into  in  tranfladn] 
of  the  tenth  book.'  Diomed  ai 
taking  advantage  of  the  nis 
in  order  to  vivw  the^  Trojan  \ 
their  way  they  meet  with  D 
is  going  from  thence  to  the 
upon  an  errand  of  tlie  fame  k 
having  feized  this  unfortum 
turer,  and  examined  him  < 
the  (ituation  and  defigns  of  t 
Diomed  draws  his  fword,  and 
Dulon*s  head,  in  the  very  if 
he  is  fupplicating  for  mercy  : 

Mr.  Pope  has  turned  this  i 
extraordinary  miracle,  by  a 
that  the  head  fpoke  after  it  h 
the  body : 

The  head  yet  fpeaking,  muttered 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  awoi 
fame  kind  in  the  Fairy  Qjje 
Cui  ilamix)  is  1  cp'rtfented  as  bla 
after  his  head  had  been  dri: 
Prince  Arthur: 

He  fmote  at  hini  with  all  his 
main 
So  furloufly,  that,  ere  he  wift 
H'ii  head   befoie  him  tumbl 
ground, 
The  whiles  his  babbling  tongue  i 
phcme, 
And  curs*d  his  God,  that  did  i 
found.  B 

But  Coi-flambo  was  the  fon  of  s 
and  could  conquer  whol^  kin 
only  looking  at  them.  We  i 
hap5,  therefore  allow  him  to  t; 
every  other  man  mud  be  filent 
there  is  nothing  in  the  hifVor 
Dolon,  that  can  give  him  the 
tence  to  this  finguiar  privile 
truth  is,  Mr.  Pope  feems  to  1 
led  into  this  blunder  by  Scali 
has  given  the  fame  fenfe  to  1 
and  then  with  great  wifdomai 
obferves  fai/um  tft  a  pukm 
mvuifum  hqui  pqffe. 
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Iliad,  i«,  I  diink,  thrpartingof  HeAor 
and  AndrofT.arhc :    and  our  cxceDent 
innflator  has,  in  ^:eneral»  yer^r  fuccefi- 
fiiUy  copied  it.     But  in  Ibme  places  he 
(eemt  not  to  have  touched  it  with  that 
delicacy  of  pencil,  which  graces  the  ori- 
gkaal;  as  he  hns  fitirely  loft  the  beauty 
of  one  of  the  figures.     Hcftor  is  repre  - 
ftntedas  extending  his  arms  to  embrace 
the  little  AftVanax,  who  being  terrified 
with  the  unufuai  appcjr.ince  of  a  man 
ia armour,  ihrows  himfeif  back  upon 
hii  nurfe^s  breall,  and  tails  into  tears. 
Bat  though  the  hero  and  his  ion  were 
ddigncd  to  draw  our  principal  attention, 
Homer  intended  likewife  that  we  fhould 
ciftaghnce  towards  the  nurfe.     Ac- 
cordingly, he  does  n6t  mark  her  out 
ner^y  by  the  name  oi  her  office  ;  but 
MUt  an  epithet  to  fhew  that  fhe  makes 
no  inconhderable  figure  in  the  piece: 
he  docs  not  fimply  call  her  Tiduwj,  but 
«^{«^  Tifiisirif.     This  circumftance  Mr. 
Pope  hus  entirely  overlooked  : 

A|  }'•  ctm'c  Vf9i  MXvcf  tC(»iit9to  rtdni-iic 

I  ttfitrm;  ;^«Xit9ii  tc,  i^c  Xe^v  irrvio^a  fluff 
Aim*  mv*  MMfitatuf-ntftB^t  ntwla  foirctf 
^  f  tyt\Ag-o-t  VATHf  Ti  ^tXoc,  Kat  vvrna 

AbTW*    STf     JtfftTOC    XCpud'     liXlTO     ^AllifAtq 

EkTMf. 

vi.  466. 

'Hiiii  having  faidi  th*  illuflrious  chief  of 

Troy 
^tretrhM  his  fond  armt  to  clafp  the  lovely 

-,.   l»y } 

■Mbsbc  dung  crying  to  his  nurfe*%  bread, 

^r'd  by  the  datzling  helm   and  nodding 

creft: 
^th  (ccret  pleafure  each  fond  parent  fmirdy 
f^  Hcdor  hafted  to  relieve  his  child  : 
*^  li'm'ring  tfrrers  t'coro  his  head  un- 
bound, 
^  placM   the   beaming  helmet  on  the 
ground. 

I  was  going  to  objeft  to  the  glittering 
J»Tir/,  in  the  laft  line  but  one:  but  1 
w*e  already  taken  notice  of  thel>  litile 
'ftfled  cxprefHons,  where  the  fuMlan- 
^vcitfetat  variance  with  it'sattrih  in. 

It  is  the  obfcrvation  of  Qn^^rf  .i:an, 
J*t  no  poet  ever  excelled  Homer  m  the 
(uWimiiy  with  which  he  treats  great  fub- 

e\  or  in  the  delicacy  and  propriety 
always  difcovers  in  the  mana|[ement 
^faiU  oDcif     Then  19  a  paHage  in 


the  ninth  Iliid,  which  will  juftifythe 
truth  oi'  thi?  I  it  Iter  of  ihefe  obfcrvations. 
When  Achilla  receives  Ajiix  and  Ulyf- 
fes  m  his  tent,  who  were  fenr  to  htm  in 
the  name  of  Agcmemnon,  in  order  to 
prevail  with  him  to  return  to  the  army^ 
Homer  gives  a  very  minute  account  of 
the  enteitainment  which  was  prepared 
for  them  upon  that  occafron.  It  is  im« 
pofTible,  peihaps,  in  mclern  language, 
to  piefciTe  the  fame  <iignity  in  iCfcrip- 
tions  of  this  kind,  which  fo  confiderably 
raifes  the  original:  and  indeed  Mr.  Pope 
warns  his  readers  not  to  expe£l  much 
beauty  in  the  piflure.  However,  a 
tranflator  (hould  be  careful  not  to  throw 
in  anv  additional  circumftances,  which 
may  lower  an<l  dcbafe  xhc  piece ;  which 
yet  Mr.  Pope  has,  in  Kis  verfion  of  the 
following  line: 

ix.  an. 

Mean  while  Patroclus  Jkueats,  the  fire  to 
raife. 

Own  the  truth,  Euphronius:  does  not 
this  give  you  the  idea  of  a  greafy  cook 
at  a  kitchen  fire?  whereas  nothing 
of  this  kind  is  fuggcfhrd  in  the  t)ri- 
ginal.  On  the  contrary,  the  epithet 
itf-odio;  feems  to  have  been  added  by  Ho- 
mer, in  order  to  reconcile  us  to  the 
meannefs  of  the  a^lion,  by  reminding 
us  of  the  high  character  ot  the  perfon 
who  is  cnga^^cd  in  itj  and,  as  Mr.  Ad- 
dilon  ohfervts  of  Virgil's  hufbandman, 
that  *  tic  toffcs  about  his  dung  with  an 
•  air  4jf  gracefulnefsj"  one  may,  with 
the  fame  truth,  fay  of  Homer's  hero, 
that  he  lights  his  fire  with  an  air  of  dig- 
nity. 

I  intended  to  have  clofed  thefe  haf^y 
objcdlions,  with  kving  l>efore  you  fomc 
of  thofe  paffages,  where  Mr.  Poj>c  feems 
to  have  ecjualled,  or  excelled  his  origi- 
nal.  But  I  jieiceive  I  havfc  ali-eady  ex- 
tended my  letter  beyond  a  reafonablr 
limit:  1  will  referve  Therefore  that  more 
pleafnig,  as  well  as  much  eafier  talk,  to 
fomc  future  occafion.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  defirc  you  will  look  upon  thofe  re- 
marks, not  as  proceeding  from  a  fpirit 
of  cavil,  (than  which  I  know  not  any 
more  truly  contemptible)  but  as  an  in- 
ilancc  of  my  having  rc:id  your  favourite 
poet  with  that  attention,  which  his  ovin 
unequalled  merit,  and  your  judicious 
recommendation!  moft  dc\A\N«d\:^  ^Kvecoi^ 
1  am»  8(c« 


■ittttiai 
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LETTER    XLIV. 


TO   FALAMEDES. 


IHnve  had  occafimi  %  thonfaiM!  timet 
/ince  I  fnw  you,  to  wiHi  myftlf  i« 
the  land  lAjhert  all  things  an  forgotten-^ 
M  leaft',  that  I  did  not  live  in  the  inc* 
uiory  of  certain  icrrtleis  moitaU  of  your 
acquaintance!  who  are  vifitorsby  profef- 
fum.  The  misfortune  is»  no  retinrment 
is  lb  remotty  nor  fanfluary  (b  faci-edp 
as  to  affbni  a  proteAion  from  their  im- 
pertinence; and  though  one  were  to  fly 
te  the  deiarty  and  take  refuge  in  the 
cells  of  (aintff  ami  hermits,  one  ihould 
he  ahnncd  with  their  unmeaning  'voice, 
crying  even  in  ibi  nviLUmefs,  They 
I'luieaci  thiifniVlveie,  in  truth,  over  the 
whole  face  of  the  land,  and  lay  waite 
Uk:  faii-etl  hovrt  of  omt'erfation.  For 
my  own  pni  t,  (to  futak  of  them  in  a 
Ityle  I'ui tabic-  to  their  tafte  and  talents) 
I  look  ujM}n  them,  not  as  paying  vifits, 
|iut  viJfaihtiJi  and  am  never  obliged  to 
civf^  audience  to  one  of  tbife  l*pecies» 
tiiat  I  do  not  confider  myfeJf  as. under  a 
jiid|{mtnt  fur  thofe  iiumbeilefs  hours 
which  I  have  fpent  in  vain.  If  tltefe 
Tons  uiul  daughters  of  idlencfs  and  folly 
would  be  perluaded  to  enter  into  ah  ex- 
clufive  fuciety  among  themfelves,  the 
reft  of  the  world  might  poilefs  their  mo- 
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raentt  unmolefted:  but  nothing  left  wift" 
fati^fy  them  than  opeiung  a  general 
commerce,  andfaiUng  into  every  port 
where  choice  or  chance  may  drive  then. 
Were  we  to  live,  indeed,  lo  the  years  o{ 
the  Antediluvians,  one  might  afford  to 
refign  fbme  part  of  oneVownrtiinef  in 
charitable  relief  of  the  unfiiffiBrable 
weight  of  theirs  s  butiinccthc  daysol' 
man  are  Airunk  into  a  few  hafty  reiolu- 
tions  of  the  fun,  whole  aftemoona  are 
much  too  cunfiderable  a  facriScetobe 
offered  up  to  tame  civilit]^'  What  h^gk- 
tens  the  contempt  of  this  charaAc/,  is, 
that  ihey  who  have  fi>  much  of  the  iwm» 
have  always  leall  of  the  power  of  friend* 
(hip  I  and  though  tlie^  will  craxg  tUir 
chariot  nvteth  (as  Milton  exprefte  it) 
to  jdeftroy  ycur  repofe;  tliey  would  tot 
drive  balf'tiie  length  of  a  Itrecito  aSA 
yoar  dillrefs. 

It  was  owing  to  an  interruption- fi«n 
one  of  thefe  obfcquious  intruders^  tfafet 
I  was  prevented  keeping  my  engagtmcnff 
with  you  ycfterdayj  and  you  muft  in- 
dulge me  ill  this  difcharge  of  mj  in- 
vc£live  againil  the  ridiculous  oecafion  of 
fo  mortifying  a  difappointincnt.  Adieu. 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER.   XLV. 


TO   IIORTBKSIUS. 


TO  he  able  to fuppreft  ray  acknow- 
ledgments of  tlie  pleafure  I  it- 
ccived  from  your  approbation*  were  to 
Ibcw  tlmt  I  do  not  deferve  it;  for  is  it 
poiTible  to  value  tlie  pmife  of  the  judi- 
cious as  one  ought,  and  yet  be  filent 
umler  it*s  influence  ?  I  can  with  flri£k 
truth  fay  of  you  what  a  Greek  poet  did 
of  Plato,  who,  reading  his  performance  to 
a  circle  where  that  gieat  philoibpher  was 
prcknt,  and  finding  himfelf  defeited  at 
itwpXi  bv  all  the  relt  of  the  company, 
cried  oui— '  1  will  proceed,  nevenhe- 
•  Icfs,  for  Plato  is  himfelf  an  audience.' 
Tivt  fauw,  indeed,  is  no  more  in  the 
gift  rii^ii  in  the  poMion  of  numbcit,^ 


MAT  S,  1747. 
at  it  is  only  in  the  dl|bofal  of  the  wiA 
and  the  impartial.  But  if  both  ihaft! 
qualifications  mufl  concur  to  give  va- 
lidity to  a  vote  of  this  kind»  how  lictln 
reafon  has  an  author  to  be  either  depidlcd 
or  elated  .by  general  cenfureor  applaule? 
The  triumphs  of  genius  ajie  not  like 
thofe  of  ancient  heroifm,  where  the 
meanell  captive  made  a  part  of  the 
pomp,  as  well  as  the  nohlelt.  It  t$  not 
the  multitude,  but  the  dignity  of  thofe 
that  coni)iole  her  follower^,  that  can  ad4 
any  thing  to  her  real  glory;  and  a  fingle 
attendant  mjy  ofttn  render  her  m<M« 
truly  illuth  iuii'»,  than  a  whole  rrain  of 
coiDOion  admireis.     I  am  fure,  at  leafl. 
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I  have  no  fimbition  of  drawin  j  nfccr  m.* 
\C:gii  acc.;!::ratici!isj  and  wi.ilir  I  bA>e 
tU  happini-ij  ta  en;uy  yjur  aj)pIaulV«  I 


fii-.'.l  ?!wayt  coi;r;Jcr  myUlf  in  pofTcfllon 
ot'tU  true"  f'..:^w.  Adi;a.  I?ir.  I'c* 


LETTER    XLVI. 

TO   CLVTANDER. 


YOU  «bo.  never  forget  anythinf:, 
can  tall  me,  I  dsre  lay»  whall  o9* 
fervativn  it  i<,  That  of  aU  the  aflionaof 
O'tr  life  nothing  is  more  uncommoD,  thdn 
to  tauf  h  or  Ci'v  with  a  good  grace*  But 
tnough  I  can  ^ot  rccollcil  the  Author,  1 
Ih'-.il  alway»  r'T'tHin  his  maxinfii  as»  in- 
dts;1,  every  d  ty'*  occur«rnc«s  rug:;dl  tin; 
ciuth  of  it' to  my  m:n-.t.  1  had  pRrt'cii> 
iaiiV  an  occdfion  to  ftw  one  part  of  it  vr- 
ri&ed  in  the  ticitife  I  herewith  return 
ycut  for  never>  lurely,  was  miithmofc 
injudictouiiy  diiccitd,  than  thai  which 
fa.  >  wriicr  of  yLuw  acquaintat)ce«ha«  em- 
pi  oy«d«  To  droie  u)x)n  the  citaMiihrd 
rtiii^ion.Qf  a  c^ivntty,  and  laiir^h  at  the 
xr>^i  f^cied  and  inviul^tnie  of  I'cr  oixh- 
AanC6r»  is  as  far  rvinovcd  fiotti  good  ytt- 
iittcSt  as  it  is  from  ,s:oud  innnnei'Si  "It 
is  ittdeeii  n^iuit  uiixini-.  C'f  p'vlicy  alone, 
that  ODc  can  union  wUh  thoii;  whopMr- 
iae  the  principle?,  which  this  auti^oi  lias 
eatbraceii:  I  wviU  ad'l,  thcrctcic,  (fmce, 
ft  ki,'«nis,  y<fU  lu'iin.mesconimvnicateto 
h-n  li.y  i.  :t-.i^)  Jurtt  Jo '•.••idir.tvour  to 
•tfir^n  tiia:  vrntfariim  wl.icii  is  due  to 
c'c  rc»if;.oi.s  iiiti;uiions  ni  a  nation, 
v^:-.er4  :!'iey  r-ci'her  uim  couiatr  to  any  of 
t'-.e  gr^iru' lir.c^  i.i  inonility,  nor.oppofc 
t:.e  n'iiuiai  t',ii\u-y  -i  mankind,  is  a  fort 
wt  *.-al  '.vh-ih  I  Know  r.ot  by  what  opi- 
;r.ei  .,iJ':icien*. . /  ij  :tih':.viz'*:  it  is  j',f- 
tkd(!i.{>  (h.<  Uiwi.k.^«t  hoKl  of  fociety,  avd 
;. :ie'.n y  •  i n j;  t\i  Uv ''. s  t- y  '  te  ti r n^ft  gu-'» i  d 
ui  r.urnai;  iL-cui»:y.  Fur^aiki  I,  indfcd, 
t'i>m  ttiiitkiQ^  »'::!•. ?  4»  no  other;  or  that 
Che  p'Mm  i»r  a  iii'/i-ti  fvi^te  Js  a  vain  aod 
gru*ti-.j!?l£  hypcn'iiclfs.  '.tH'^t  wonderfui4y 
i.sji.jeit  mvit  »'•'<:  ^-xpc.i-.r.o'  i.t  tJ.oIc  phi- 
ljloph-::rs  \inii-»ubi«;.d:y  W-,  wh.>i'^ji>Ji!;e, 
:Hat  ari  in.i'linted  '.o-.*:  ut  vlir-ie  1%  I'ulji- 
cseiii  'J  4.'."«M*^  i".  ••  vMicfiiity  of  :Ti\n- 
kind  !hr.jv.ph  th**  y.  'is  -'t  !nc:-^l  •*ii?-.C5, 
a -id  fiperl'''d«:  tii-  i.wc.rity  of  a  farthtr 
sn  I -nor?  p'« '.lit-.:!  •ii'-it,  A  iti'lc  of 
lH«noi*i',  liJctr-viIi',  wiiCK  js  Mp?r.itcs  In 
i-*"}  tr'.K-'  tn.l  s5'*r--.»i  c  V  7  JO*',  i-,  I  "cr. - 
ft! «,  a  ^-y.t  !j->N.'tf  .••7jd  f  ov/'i/'iii  piirici- 
/..*>  b-j*  fsr  fci)  rcfir.td  »  *r:v:ivi.  of  ac- 


.  tion,  even  fur  the  more  cu!iivared  part 
of  our  ipecies  to  adopt  in  general :  and, 

.  in  fack,  we  jind  it^  much  oftei)cr  pro- 
ieiTed,  than  purfue^*  Nor  are  the  laws 
oi'  a  commttuity  Ailiicient  to  anfwer  all 
the  i^eliraining  purpofes  of  government  ^ 
as  there  are  many  lupi-al  points,^  which 
it  is  iir.puiTif)Itf  to  fccure  by  exprefs  pro- 
vifioRs.  Human  inilitutiuns  can  rtzrh 
no  farther  than  to  certain  general  dn- 
tics,  in  which  tiie  collc^Uve  welfaie  of 
Ibciecy  is  more  particiJlarly  concerncU 
Whatever  <lfe  is  oeceiTary  for  the  eale 
aiid  happinefs  of  ibcial  intercoiirlie,  ran 
l>e  derivt;d  6idy  fn)ni  the  aliilUnce  of  re« 
ligion;  which  influences  the  nicer  cou- 
nedion^  and  cle|»endencie6  of  mankirid» 
as  it  rtrgulatts  and  corrtAs  the  heart. 
How  many  tyrannies  may  I  exeiciie  as 
a  parmr,  how  many  hardfhips  may  I 
ii»rti^t  as  a  maiUr,  it  I  t.tke  tht'  ilatutcs 
of  my  country  foi  the  only  guides  of  my 
a£lions,  ami  think,  every  thing  lawful 
th.it  is  nor  immediately  penal?  The 
t tilth  is,  a  man  mav  be  injured  in  a, va- 
riety of  inliaiices  far  more  atruciouUy^ 
thiiii  by  what  ihedaw  confiders  either  as 
a  ir.iud  or  a  roVotrv.  Now  in  caii")  of 
thia  kind,  (and  many  veiy  impuitanc 
cales  of  tiiis  kind  there  arc)  tu  uiiicve 
the  bar^  of  rt^ii^ioii,  is  to  thi.qw  opi-n  \wz 
^taros  cf  oiYiclli  :ii:  i:  is  to  le-ive  iht-  ho- 
rell  expoWd  t9  ihc  'u'urious  inroaUb  of 
tbofe  (.mil  th-v  arc  tar»  peihai^,  the 
grr-ditcjt  part  vi  m»nk«p.i)  who,  ittiHigli 
they  wottid  xi^v^x  u^iu^Ue  and  ivvi  mercy  ^ 
in  cuiupliance  wila  tiir  aicUte^  i*f  i*a- 
t«ire;  would  dcrupuiouAv  pruttiiV  both 
in  ohcdit:nce  to  the  rules  uf.  rtvcia- 

tiop. 

The  :vo.so**  our  fptcit-s  c^n  iicv;' 
indi. d,  br  infiu;.. :':•.!  i>y  ubilra^t  n..--- 
!i;::i:ij;,  nor  c.i,-.  .\t-,vi  ly  the  naitc 
chuisn;  of  viituc:  en  ih-i  cor.naiy,  ;.■ 
ihii't:  Jif-ns  inoie  «.-. i.k-nt  ih.«n  th.it  tl: 
);cn«  r  J-ty  of  :ji  .  :r;:i.d  mult  be  cu^^^*  ' 
by  icijflbic  olv.f;*.;  muli  V.c  viTvw^\j, 
upor.  \\v  thuv  \vj'.v»%  v.yA  Wa\-.     i\ 
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the  ce1ebratt4  leglflatort*  from  t^ie  ear- 
lieft  cftiWiihment  of  government,  to 
this  prefent  hour.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  none  have  contended  more  warmly 
than  the  ancients  for  the  dignity  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  the  native  difpofition  of 
the  foul  to  be  enamoured  vrith  the  beauty 
of  virtue:  but  it  is  equally  true,  that 
jione  have  more  ftrenuoufl)  incufcated 
the  expediency  of  adding  the  authority 
'  of  religion  to  the  fuggeftiont  of  nature, 
and  maintaining  a  reverence  to  the  ap- 
'pointed  ceremonies  of  public  worfliip. 
The  featiments  of  Pythagoras  (or  who- 
ever he  be  who  was  author  of  thofe  verfes 
which  pafs  under  that  philofopher*s 
name)  are  well  known  upon  this  fub- 
jea> 

Many  indeed  are  the  antient  pafTages 
which  might  be  produced  in  fupport  of 
tliis  alTertion,  if  it  were  neceflfary  to  pro- 
duce any  paifages  of  this  kind  to  you, 
w^om  I  have  fo  often  heard  contend  for 

•  the  fame  truth  with  all  the  awakening 
powers  of  learning  and  eloquence.  Suf- 
fer me,  however,  for  the  benefit  of  your 
aequainunce,  to  remind  you  of  one  or 
twoy  which  I  do  not  remember  ever  to 

'  have  feen  quoted. 

Livy  has  recorded  a  fpeech  of  Appius 
Claudius  CraCus,  which  he  made  in  ep- 

-  poiftion  to  certain  demands  of  the  tii- 

•  bunes.     That  tealous  fenator  warmly 

•  argues  againik  admitting  the  plebeians 
into  a  diare  ofthe-conAilar  dignity }  from 
the  ppwer  of  taking  the  aufpices  being 
origiivally  and  folely  vefted  in  the  patri- 
cian order.  '  But  ]Hrrhaps,*  fay^  CruflTus, 

*  1  fhall  hr  told,  that  the  pecking  of  a 
<  chicken,  &c.  are  trifles  unv%orthyof 

•  <  regards  triAfng,  however,  a«  thefece- 

•  *  remonies  if  ly  now  be  d^emsd,  it  was 

-  <•  by  the  fthil  oblervanee  of  ihem,  that 

-  *  our  anceftors   raifed  shfs   common- 

•  *  wraith  to  it's  prefent  point  of  gran- 

•  deur/    Parva  Jknt'-bstr-fid  parua 


ifta  tsMS  caniemnindot  majons  no/ri  maxim 
mam  banc  rsm  ficerunt.     Agreeably  to 

'  this  principle,  the  Roman  hiftonan  of  the 
life  of  Alexander  defcribts  that  mo- 
narch, after  havinpr  killed  his  friend 
Clitus,  as  confidering,  in  his  cool  mo- 
ments, whether  the  gods  had  not  per* 
mittid  him  to  he  guilty  of  that  hoirid 
aft,  in  punifliment  for  his  irreligious 
negleft  of  their  facred  rites.  And  Ju- 
venal •  imputes  the  four^e  of  that  tor. 
rent  of  vice  which  broke  in  upon  the  age 
in  which  he  wrote,  to  the  general  difbc- 
lief  that  prevailed  of  the  public  doc- 
trines of  their  eftablirhcd  religion.  Thofe 
tenets,  he  tells  us,  that  influenced  the 
glorious  conduft  of  the  Curii,  the  Sci- 
pios,  iheFabricii,  and  the  CamilK,  were, 
m  his  days,  fo  totally  exploded,  as  fcarec 
to  be  received  even  by  ehildr«n.  It  were 
well  for  fome  parts  of  the  Chriftian 
world,  if  the  fame  obfervation  might  not 
with  juftice  be  extended  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  anttent  Rome:  and  I  of^en  re- 
fleft  upon  the  very  judicious  remark  of 
a  great  writer  of  the  laft  century,  who 
takes  notice,  That  the  generality  of 

-  Chriltendom  is  now  virell-nigh  arrived 
at  that  fatal  condition,  which  immedi- 
ately preceded  the  de((niaion  of  the 
worfhip  of  the  antient  worldj  when  the 
face  of  religion,  in  their  public  alTem- 
blies,  was  quite  different  from  that  ap- 

.  prehenAon  which  men  had  concerning  it 
m  private. 

Nothinisf,   mod  certainly,  could  lefs 

•  plead  the  faiiflion  of  realbn,  than  the 
general  lites  of  pagan  worship.  Weak 
and  abfurd,  however,  as  they  were  in 
•themfelve««  and  indeed  in  the  eAimation 

■too  of'uH  the  wilcr  fort 5  yet  the  more 
thinking  and  judicious  part,  both  of 
thttir  ftatefmen  and  philofbphers,  nnani- 
moufly  concurred  in  fupporting  them  as 

•ficred  and  inviolable  1  well  perfuaded, 
V»o  doubt,  that  religion  is  the  ftrongelt 
cement  in  the  ercac  llruAum  of  moral 
government.    Famwel. 

I  am,  kc^ 


•  Sat.  XI.  149. 
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LETTER   XLVIL 


TO  CLEORA. 


D  every  day  wherein  I  have 
:  communication  with  my 
by  loft}  and  I  take  up  my 
crnoon  to  wiite  to  you,  as 
I  drink  my  tea,  or  per- 
t  like  imponaot  article  of 

tly  blcfs  the  happy  art  that 
means  of  conveying  myfelf 
s  diftance»  and,  by  an  rafy 
gic,  ihui^  tianCports  me  to 

at  a  time  when  I  could  not 
ince  by  any  other  method. 
» in  the  world,  indeed,  none 
i>liged  to  this  paper  c^'^m- 

friends  and  lovers.  It  is 
^lude,  in  Tome  Jugree,  the 

of  late,  and  can  enj^y  an 
mih  each  other,  though  the 


flt»TtMiIt   t* 

Alps  themrelves  fhall  rife  up  between 
them.  Even  this  imaginary  participa- 
tion of  your  fociety  is  tar  more  pleanng 
to  me,  than  the  real  enjoyment  of  any 
other  convcrfation  the  whole  world  could 
fuppiy.  The  tmth  is,  I  have  loft  all  re- 
liui  for  any  but  yours  $  and  if  I  wer» 
invited  to  an  aflembly  of  all  the  wits  of 
the  Augiiftan  age,  or  all  the  heroei  that 
Plutarch  has  celebi  ated,  I  (hould  neither 
have  rpiiits  nor  curiofity  to  be  of  the 
p  irty.  Yet,  with  all  this  indofence  or 
indifference  about  me,  I  would  take  a 
voya^  as  far  as  the  pole* to  fup  with 
Cieora  on  n  lettuce,  or  only  to  hold  the 
bowl  while  ihe  mixed  the  fyllahub. 
Such  happy  evenings  I  once  knew:  ah, 
Cieora  1  will  they  never  return?  Adieu. 


LETTER    XLVin. 


TO  EUPHaONIUS. 


J  the  performance  you  com- 
•d  to  me,  with  all  the  atten* 
|uired|  and  I  can  with  ftrifl 
dy  to  your  friend*s  verfcs, 
ntient  has  obferved  of  the 
if  of  Spartans  who  defended 
of  Thermopy^c— Mfv^tfoxv 
ireantoit  Never,  indeed, 
[rreater  energy  of  language 
n)t  united  together  in  the 
.(s  of  lines:  and  it  would  be 
to  the  world,  as  well  as  to 
fupprefs  fo  animated  and  fo 
npolition. 
I  of  true  genius,  who   is 

a  generous  indignation  of 
rhofe  cenfures  are  condufled 

and  truth,  merits  the  ap* 
very  friend  to  virtue.  He 
ilidered  as  a  fort  of  iupple- 
i  legiflative  aurhority  of  his 

afliiting  the  unavoidable  de- 
legal  inftiturions  for  the  re- 

nianneis,  and  ftriking  ter- 
here  the  dsvine  prohibitions 
ire  held  in  contempt.  The 
rfercc,  perhaps,  a,;ainl!  the 
ice,  atihorg  iht  mvrt  culti* 


vated  partof  ourrpecies,iswcn  dlrecledl 
ridicule:  they  who  fear  nothing  elfe« 
dread  to  be  marked  out  to  the  contempt 
and  indignation  of  the  world.  Tlicre 
is  no  fuccecding  in  the  fecret  purpofes  of 
diflionefty,  without  preferring  fome  fort 
of  credit  among  mankind|  as  fhete  can- 
not txift  a  more  impotent  CT^atitre  than 
a  knave  convi6^.  To  expofe,  therefdre» 
the  falfc  pretenfioitt  of  counterfeit  vir- 
tue, is  to  difnrm  it  at  once  of  all  power 
of  milichief,  and  to  perform  a  public 
fervice  of  the  moft  advantageous  kind^ 
in  which  any  man  can  employ  his  time 
and  h'.%  talents.  The  voice,  indeed,  of 
an  honcft  faiirirt  is  nut  only  beneficial  to 
the  world,  as  giving  alarm  ajcainft  the 
deHgn^  of  an  enemy  fo  dangerous  to  all 
focial  intercourfe;  but  as  proving  like- 
wife  the  mott  efHcacious  preventive  to 
others,  of  aflfuming  the  fame  chara^er 
of  diftinguiflieil  infamy.  Few  are  Co  to- 
tally vitiated,  as  to  have  abandoned  all 
fentiments  of  fliame;  ^nd  when  every 
other  principle  of  integrity  is  furren* 
dered,  we  generally  find  the  confii£l  la 
(till  maintamed'm  iVuXafit  y^^^^  \^\«»x* 
102  virtue*    In  \V\\%  Vvnit  ^^^^^^^^^  *^ 

1   %  %i5|^^ 
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fliould  fccm,  the  funftlon  of  a  fatiiill 
may  be  juftificd,  notwiihftjndmg  it 
fhould  he  true  (-.vhat  an  cxcclle|it  rt6- 
ralift  has  affcitecJ)  that  hi*  chaftife- 
mcnts  raihtT  cx;U,craie,  tlsan  t(.Cj«iftii> 
Chofeon  wS-hii  fJity  fill.  P^rl^ips,  no 
hamati  ptni)u«s  are  o^-iny.nioiai  avU^n* 
taee  to  the  cr'inihal  hinifclfi  and  thV 
pnticipa!  benefit  that  feems  to  be  de.[ 
Hved  from  civil  punifliments  cf  any 
kind»  16  their  reftraining  influence  upon 
the  condu£l  of  oth'jrs. 

It  it  not  every  arm,  howe\'er,  that  is 
«)ualified  to  manage  this  formidable 
blow.  The  arrow*  of  fatu-e,  when  ths-y 
aiie  not  pointed  by  virtue,  as  well  as  wit«. 
recoil  back  upon  the  hand  that  dire^ls 
thenif  and  wound  none  but  him  from 
whom  they  proceed.  AccordingI>:,  Ho- 
race rt'lls  the  whole  luccers  of  writ- 
ings of  this  fort  upon  the  pcet*s  being 


htfger  if>fe\  fren  bin  iff  if  from  thofe  Im- 
iMoral  ininfc  which  he  poin»s  out  in 
.'^Ctcrs.T&trc  cannot,  indeed,  he  a  more 
odious,  nor  r.t  the  Ainie  time  a  more  con. 
tenipriblc  character  than  that  of  a  vitious 
iatirifl— 

J^Mi  ctehm  terris  mtt  miftraf  &  nun  emitf 
Si  fur  difplictat  yerri,  hmnuida  Miltmf 

J«. 

The  raoft  favourable  light  in  which  a 
cenlbr  of  this  f^icies  oiild  polfihlybe 
viewed,  would  be  that  of  a  public  oe- 
cutioncr,  who  infliAs  the  pun-r..':jcm  on 
others  which]  he  has  riUcady  merited 
himfeir.  But  the  ^ruth  of  a  is,  he  i^  rot 
qualified  even  for  Co  wretched  an  rfKrej 
and  there  is  nothing  to  be  drt.«dtd  Woti 
a  fatirift  of  knowji  didionelly,  but  hit 
applavfe.    Adieu. 


LETTER    XLIX. 


TO   PALAMEDES. 


C"^rRKMOr>V  it  r.'-vci'  moie  un- 
ji  wiltoiHv*,  i!::«':  o'  r'i:it  f.Mil'n  i:i 
%^•hIch  you  w:ll pjol)iM-.  '.i.ivc  li'.ouat'wit 
/liircoiit  i  unJ  a>  I  /■!■., nld '»c  \:R:ric)y 
unwillini;  to  ;idd  to  tl.c  iiumbcr  nt  thole," 
who,  in  puie  "or.d-rjrTnnfiSf  r.ii^'inicr- 
>tipt  yoi»r  i:;:'iV:i»f»  #?,  I  '.hi:!l'  to  yV'C 
vo«  my  t:or.v:.it'.ilat-  )fi.  -B  little  pci,-.r- 
tuitly.  Afjci  fh.'  1  'i^ry  ^'^^^^  ^^'^^^  '"^ 
rompleitjd,  yoni  ir/mcntti  will  hi*  '.xy 
vaniab'*.'  t<»  be  l.iid  O'.it  •l11'^:r^l^;  li'.^  if 
wou'  i  '."»n  |'..-!ra-4"  .»  tVni^^i'iuiit  v/.lh;*. 
v»'ry  ill  ;:.r.iij,  to  .Im.-  »••»'  vomV  « vi ; 
>!o;n  th'*  hi  .iie.'t  b'l  rttv,  tho?'c»ii-it  woi« 
re  *'\ri\  (hem  on  ttif  ifiolt  cxqu-.ii*.'  wit. 
I  '.M\)t,  ho'.^-et,  \  J-:  will  nivc  Me 
fi'iKi/  :i'>ii.f  of  \<.v:i  ■A-'l.i.nq-i'iy,  t!'-.tt 
I  v.}A.y  hi'  pi cp.u •  d  •••.••?, J  p.iv  piii:-»l.i- 
iii'ini.  1  ;i:i\v-  .ilr'.x'.y  la:,-*  in  Irit  x 
.!<»•?•!  ileiiic-;  cxtii»i:jfl>  pn.ncr  ••..:  .••• 
^itlk■iC^  A\y  AvA  havf  LVi«-  511. -.•.  loT.ie  p»o- 
±if.<  ill  niv  full  Uuiiie.  liut  I  am  i'omc* 


AVCtTST  t,  irj4. 

*  wh  It  nt'  3  Ijfs  how  to  proceed,  n  t 
btin*;  .Ms  to  ilL!i'minc  whether  )ci.r 
fiJtivc  biide  is  in.)rt  like  Vums  or 
Hebe.  ThM  (he  rcfembLs  both,  iiiir.i- 
.vcrtaMy  a^jievd,  I  find,  by  thofe  who 
have  ftcn  hcf.  But  it  woiil'd  be  oCn-l- 
iiig,  you  kiiow/af^ainft  all  the  rules  of 
p«><»tica1  jurtict,  if  I  fhoTild  only  fay  flicif 
as  handlciiie  a<  l\w  is  young,  when  aft'-f 
all,  pcrhjp;,  the  tiHilh  may  be,  thatft'C 
Kii  evenmoK  iKauty  than  youth.  In 
tiU'  mean  wlnlc,  1  -am  furring  over  all 
rhc  tcndn- compliments  that  love  has  in- 
fpircl,  from  the  I'.«ii>ia  of  Catullus  to 
fijt  Cl.l'jc  of  Pr"or,  and  hops  to  g.ith-T 
iucli  n  (oWtCWon  vt  fiowors  as  may  r.ot 
he  unworiiiy  •>♦  «*iitt!ini(  into  a  githnJ 
ron.;'.  lol  for  v.". r  Stella.  But  before  )•"» 
niiro.liC'.'  n-e  •««  a  j>otl,  let  me  he rti.o*!i- 
..'.ji.lo'  iv)  !i'.*r  by  a  rtiuth  beltt-r  «i:U'f 
ar.il  aflurc  her,  that  I  am  your>  SiC 


LETTLR    L. 


rA-^  T'srh  ir.'.:!:"-: 


I  o  r.uPiT.  ;>N:\;i. 


0-fp'V'r:  -i  prtc  ifiy 


ru 


j':\:\  I'.t'n':  iV.  f'uentiy  uVed  by  tliqj/bcil 


fo  ;:in  with  you 
,  Vl.):ri?n".  \  'A  v.o 


fitzosborne's  letters. 
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!d  by  them  to  fitrnify  ikiil  in 
lar.icience.  But  gocd-lenie 
ig  very  diftin6l  from  know* 
It  is  an  inftnnce  of  ihc  po- 
e  Latin  laiigiirigc,  thar  ihv  is 
lie  the  fame  woul  as  a  mark 
:h  diflferent  idms. 

0  explain  what  I  nnderftnnd 
nf«r,  I  fhowld  cnii  it  lifirhi  rta- 
i^bt  reafon  thit  arilH,  not 
il  and  logical  dnlurtion^,  hue 
t  of  intuitive  faculty  in  the 

1  difVin^uifhes  by  iinmcdi.ite 
a  kind  of  innate  i'agacity, 

y  of  it's  properties  fcems  very 
efemhle  inftinfV.  It  would 
r,  therefore,  to  fay,  that  Sir 
on  (hewed  his  good-fenfe  by 
ng  diicoveriet  which  he  made 
:»hilofophy:  the  operations  of 
Heayen  are  rather  inlbnta- 
n  the  refult  of  any  tedious 
Jikt  Diomed,  after  Minerva 
rd  him  with  the  power  of  dif- 
js  from  mortals,  the  man  of 
difcovers  at  once  the  tiiith  of 
\%  he  is  mod  concerned  to 
,  and  condu£ls  himfeif  widi 
It  ion  and  fecurit)'. 
this  reafon,  pofTihly,  that  this 
he  mind  is  not  fo  often  foimd 
I  learning  as  one  could  wiih: 
irr.fe  bemg  accultomed  to  re- 
ii'covcries  without  labour  ct 
ran  not  lb  eafiiy  wait  for  thofe 
ch  bein^  placed  at  a  diftance, 
concealed  under  numberlcfs 
jire  much  pains  and  applica- 

3ld. 

jgh  i^ood-fenfe  is  not  in  the 

T  always,  it  mull  be  owned,  in 
y  of  cue  icienccs}  yt't  it  is,  a'« 


the  moft  fcnliblc  of  poets  ha?  juftiy  ob- 
ferved, 

Fairly  vM):-th  the  feven. 

RrwMliudeof  underlianding  is  indeed  th« 
molt  ufefnl,  a<%  well  as  the  moI(  noble  of 
hiimnn  cndo>vip.cnis,  a<»  it  is  the  fove- 
rrif;n  j;iiiile  and  director  in  cverj-  branch 
of  civil  and  focial  intercourfc 

U|>on  whatever  occaiion  tkin  enlight- 
ening faculty  is  excrteil,  it  i<&  alvra\-« 
Aire  to  aA  with  diftin^uilhed  efnineocej 
but  it^s  chief  and  peculiar  province  feems 
to  lie  in  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Accordingly  we  may  obferve,  that  (hofe 
who  have  converfcd  m*bre  with  men  thao 
with  books,  whofe  wifilom  is  derived 
rather  from  experience  than  contempla- 
tion, generally  poiTefs  this  happy  ulent 
with  iiiperior  perfection :  for  good-]cnfe« 
though  it  cannot  be  acquire,  may  be 
improved;  and  the  world,  I  beliere, 
will  ever  he  found  to  afford  the  molt 
kindly  foil  for  it's  cultivation. 

I  know  not  whether  true  gocd-fenie 
is  not  a  more  uncommon  quality  even 
than  true  wit;  as  there  is  nothing,  per- 
haps, more  extraordinary  than  to  meet 
with  a  perlbn,  whole  entire  conduft  and 
notions  are  under  the  direAion  of  this 
fupreme  guide.  The  (ingle  initance  at 
leall,  which  I  could  produce  of  it*s  aft- 
inglleadily  and  invariably  throiighoutthe 
whole  of  a  character,  is  that  which  Ku- 
phronius,  I  am  fure,  would  not  allow 
me  to  mention:  at  the  fame  time,  yttt* 
hnp^,  I  am  rendering  my  own  preten- 
fions  of  this  kind  extremely  quetliori. 
able,  when  I  thus  venture  to  throw  be- 
fore you  my  fentiments  upon  a  fubjea 
of  which  yon  are  univerlally  acknuw. 
ledged  fo  ytiitki  a  mailer,  1  am,  Uq. 


LETTER    LI. 


TO    PAL 

your  letters  in  thennmberof 
41  v-iluaMe  pi>n'cfl;ons,  and 
em  as  lb  many  prophetical 
D  which  the  fate  of  our  dif- 
ion  is  infcribed.     But  in  ex- 

the  maxims  of  a  patriot,  I 
nd  yon  the  reveries  of  a  re- 

gif  e  vou  the  fiones  of  the 
)€g4ldrf0phir.  Never,  in- 
Tion,  vi-js  thviv  a  commerce 
u/,  than  that  wiieiciH  you 


EMON. 

MAT  29,  1743, 

are  contented  to  engage  with  mej  and  1 
could  (icarce  anfwer  it  to  my  confcience 
to  continue  a  traiHc,  where  the  whole 
benefit  accrues  fingly  to  myfelf,  did  I 
1  ot  know,-  that  to  confer  witliout  the 
f  oflibility  of  an  advantage,  is  the  moft 
pleafmg  exercile  of  generolity.  I  will 
ventua-  then  to  make  ufe  of  a  privilec^e 
which  I  have  long  enjoyed  \  v^  \Wt\\ 
know  you  \ovc  to  m\xt>M%  itvet^w^XNKkti^ 
of  the  phiWouW  Nf\^\V«  t^^t^W^w*  oi 


^8 
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poff.iie  of  ruppiication  in  uri.!?h  ;i:,  'lag 
rirawTi  the  vcn.-r  ible  oiii  p.icil,  i'htlch- 
v\y  cut  !ii:»  a;i:;3  in  a'i  the  .iTicclin^ 
warmth  of  ir.tr c. 11 V,  without  n..ir'r.^  in 
bis  dirtitis,  and  melting  into  pity? 

Ye  kings  and  warrion!  miy  y-  ur  \ow«  be 

cro^n'd, 
And  Troy's  frou.i  wails  lie  level  with  the 

ground : 
May  jovc  reftore  yoa,  when  your  toils  ate 

o'er. 
Safe  to  the  (i»edifurc:i  of  y>^ar  native  fhore : 
Buty  oh '.relieve  a  u>'>-ctkhedu4tcnt*&  p..i;i« 
And  give  ChrylcH  tJ  thpio  arm>  a^uii. 
If  mercy  fail,  jct  let  my  pnlenti  mov.-, 
Anddrtad  a\c::gli:g  Phcrbus,  foa  ot  J.->ve. 

The  in(ini:atIon  with  which  Chryfci 
clofes  hi\  Ipicch,  that  the  Grt ciaiis  inufl 
«xp.:irt  tfic  ii.iii.iriiation  of  Ajvllo  wO'.ilJ 
purUie  thrm  it  thcv  r<KC'':ii  tiic  pcttiioii 
oi;  h»>  pi.ei),  is  h.ip|niy  uui matted  by  a 
liiij^;lc  epiihct— 

A  Ad  x'.r.ad  JLitnviMg  Hiel'js  J 

wb«i'-;i'-  the  ether  tranlMtnr  t:^'<e»  the 
co'npa!>  of  !!.!••••  lint/.  toiXi'iei'*  ihe  iaiiu: 
f  c;  -.^^.ht  i.Jo  !l!..n.,iy. 

V*  .:»  il.c  i^«'ja..ls  arc  fcnt  by  A?.t- 
ii.ei'..r:«n  \o  Aclinicj,  i.i  oidv-r  to  de- 
nsaod  I>i  itio;  th»t  vlii;f  is  puvulied 
Mp  •  I  to  pa.t  '.viih  hei :  .in«l  arioni:iia:iy 
r,'  :c\:  i*.iti'ociu:>  todeli\t-i  tip  this  cOu- 
tr.tc.i  I).  :.»ty  iu»o  their  h;in:i»: 

1'  »'  .  ;    ■^'  X'  t.  (>•.  i'ri.'ii't  ici'.X)in  T-".-., 
/**«  y   •>!»/•    7u/  y   ctiTij  «T»5>  -X"  i  v>:.-5; 

A%  -  *  / 
t:  '*  ..ivi'.-"  r.c.  e  t;it»  j'lti  visr'  i.  3^5, 

ri).:  he.uiiv  Of  Tlnyl'i*,  as  deft.ril'Cd 
v.".  th.'fc  I':?.-,  loi^eiher  with  the  relu^- 
tr.KC  wir»  wlurh-fh*:  IS  here  r^prcfcnted 
9:-.  f-.Hv..!  iMT  ii<r  I-.'.k!.  r.irir.nr  l'.»t 
Si  v;h  the  !»•  iiivT  »«J  a  vtiy  iciifihlv  in.tn- 
r»»r.  Ml.  I'lckeJ,  !.ovv«'ve',  hu&delsaUd 
!h-i-  ..'^-.ctri'i,  p-c»u:t,  hy  the  nicil  unpo- 
•rt>r  .1  .'.i.d  taiiiiliar  dict:on.  1  wiii  iK)t 
dti.yY«'M  With  m.«kinp.  i.!V  <biictii.;i» 
•:i  ;*  ir.i  \o  l-u.  Ian,"*.*  .•■;  htit  Iv.'.vi-  On- 
i>r.M»  !ii«l  :h-.rA«.cptior.ab>ctJcpru1ioni, 
:.M  tltt-  it.  i  .tlituti'.ivts: 

y'-#.'  7;*  #  c'   ••  •.   •  •«•••  »•  ''c  •  ^»^  :•  -id: 
.';      /j'/  t'j'T-^;*  :hi'*.  v.«''..      II'   «*•  !..•;.'', 
/»„:.  •  It  *  :  .w'w  bj'.iv,    i^j'.  -i.-uvif  ,•  .•,'••••  t:  : 
i'ii^iid-  li'Ki;:.. 


T*t»roclu»  now  fh'  '.nvil^'ng  beauty  brauj  -t : 
She,  i.'t  foit  ('TToWf  diidiij  r-enfive  thought, 
Paf:.*u  filent,  as  the  hr raldh  held  her  hanu. 
And  ofi  look'd  bacl^j  flow-moving  e*er  ti.e 
ftianvl.  Porz< 

The  tunuiltuouft  behavicur  of  Achil- 
les, as  d^rcribed  by  Homer  in  the  I'mcs 
inimediaiely  following*  afford  a  very 
plcaung  anvl  natural  contraft  to  the  mce 
compofed  and  (ilent  forrow  of  Briilu. 
The  poet  reptefents  that  heroasfuiideniy 
rufliing  out  from  his  tenty  and  flying  10 
the  lea-ihore,  where  he  gi\'es  vent  to 
his  indignation)  and  in  bittei nefsi  cf 
foul  complains  to  Thetis,  :.ct  a-.ly  ci 
the  diihoncur  brought  upon  hi.u  by 
Agamemn'tn,  hut  of  the  intutticc  evtn 
of  Jupiter  himfelf: 

i&ay«ir^Ct  iTst^afv  a^«r  c^ire  Kff-^i  Xicccfi*, 
M.C*  i*  549. 

Mr.  Tsckcl,  in  rendering  the  fenfe  of 
thcli'  hi::: I  has  ril'en  in:o  a  (bmewhat 
hii;hcr  ti:;;r.t  «jrp<^*'in-  than  ulu^l.  How- 
tvtr,  Nou  will  obfervc  his  cxprelfion  in 
ofic  01  fsvo  places  is  exceedingly  lan- 
j^ui.'l  ai !  J  roiaical;  a<ithe  epithet  he  has 
fiivn  !•■»  Jho^vavcj  is  hi;.;hly  injudicious. 
Cv '•/;>.;  'V«i7t'j  might  be  ¥eiy  pro(?erin 
c1j.:»iI.:ul;j  a  cal:n,  but  lhg>;ciU  too 
pl'-ali:ii:  nn  inline  to  br  applied  to  the 
cc<.an  vvhcn  u^.Rfented  as  black  lioii 
fionns. 

Thr  ^'.idow'd  hero,  wV  en  tlie  Fair  naat  gnie, 
I  .u  iroiii  hi:,  friends  fat  bath*din  tears,  ^ooe. 
On  iht  coid  btiach  ke  fat,  ADd  Ax*d  hi«  tfr> 
>V  iierc »  bi ac k  M  ith  Am  ms,   the  c  urL  atg  i*i;- 

Atw  A..  iMiVi  widc-T  oiling  he  fuMXy.V.,  . 
With  •.•uisheicb'd  4:u<4  :o  lit  j'atj  ff,iUwr 


/••-I;' 


TlCKIbL* 


r; 


/>tif  :o:f  i  ^••/•/^•■r.'u: 


•Tt  a". 


Ml-.  Pope  h'ls  opened  fbr  thoii«!it  in 
tlit't  lines  v/ith  gieat  di^jnity  of  mini- 
!»•  i>,  aiid  ♦•xqiiilito  piopiiety  of  ftirifri- 
natp*;>i  as  tt/e' axlditiunal  cii\'.inifttirct^ 
wJj'th  \t*'.  h'is  iliro\%n  in,  aic  f>  iViaiiy 
be'.iu:'.i'ul  improvenicnts  n|ioii  his' au- 
thui  : 

N  'l  i-  \u<  lyfi  llie.Ji*;rrc  Achil-os  bure: 
\>.  :  1  .c"  I-  r.iii.-.  ►(,  tl...  loiificiiij;  Hur**, 
(>*«;  t:.     A-lc!  ;v..«-.-'«i  «it  th*"  arr-.  h*   Kune, 
'l\'..^^  K..:.' •  1  fj. :.    J.-.m  \N!iiili  ht.%  muther 

Ti  '"I  »»-.»♦    '•  'Ti  r^.ir-'.l  3. per  and  difdain, 
1  Vi  y.  V.»aii  \  'a* -v.*An»  \  >  '.vvc  •.\\»\\v.  j  TVvAtn. 

V --•*.» 
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Apollo  having  fent  a  pUgue  among 
the  Grcciant ,  in  refentment  of  the  in- 
jury done  to  his  prieft  Chryrei  by  de- 
nining  hit  daughter,  Agamemnon  con^ 
fcntt  that  Chryfiis  fliall  be  reAoreJ. 
Accordingly  a  (hip  it  fitted  out  under 
the  command  of  Ulyflei,  who  is  tm- 
ploycd  to  conduft  the  damfel  to  her  fa* 
ther.  That  hero  and  his  companior.s 
VetHE  arrived  at  Chryfai  the  place  to 
which  ihey  were  bound,  deliver  up  their 
charge;  and  having  performed  a  facri- 
lice  to  Apollo,  Pet  fail  early  the  r.cxt 
morning  for  the  Grecian  camp.  Upon 
fhifl  cccafion  Homer  exhibUs  to  ut  a 
moll  beautiful  Tea  •  piece ; 

An  TVTt  xfli^«p«VTe  ir«f«  vptfunruL  tn^. 

Km  tct*  iviit*  mnMlo  /m^«  Cff^  *vfV* 

Tuan  I'  ufJLtrOf  irpiTifi  ttmtfy^  AiroXXwv. 

'1»  ^'  «vijM«(  «rp:0«y  fAttrtt  ic<«Vf  *t^*  ^  w/u* 
2vi«^  wtpfvpwv  fAtymX  ukX*f  Moc  ufrqc' 
R  }'  161 IV  mI«  uufMM  hmwfnJ'Ciicra  jifXs:^«. 

i.  474. 

If  then  13  any  paflagr  throughout  Mr. 
TickePt  tranflation  of  this  book,  which 
has  the  Icaft  pretence  to  ftand  in  compe- 
tition with  Mr.  Pope*s  veiTion;  it  is  un- 
douhtcdiy  that  which  correfponds  with 
the  Greek  lines  juft  now  quoted.  It 
■Would  indeed  be  an  inflance  of  great 
Mrtiality  not  to  acknowledge,  they 
Htache  the  tme  fpirit  of  poetry  {  and  I 
muft  own  myfcif  at  a  lofs  which  to  t>re- 
'ftrupon  the  whole)  though  I  chink  Mr. 
'Fope  ii  evidently  fuperior  to  his  rival, 
ia  his  manner  of  opening  the  defciip- 
tion: 

Atef'ningthro*  the  fkore  difperi'd  they  deep, 
Rnfh'd  by  the  diftjnt  roarins»  ^^  ^^^  deep. 
When  now,afccndingfrom  theihades  of  night, 
Aufori  glow*d  in  all  her  rofy  light, 
The  daiighccrof  the  dawn:  th' a  waken*  J  crew 
Back  to  the  Greclu  encamp'd  their  coiirfe  re- 
new. 
The  breeses  Freshen t  for  with  friendly  galea 
Apnlb  fweird  chcir  wide-diftended  fails j 
Ckfc  by  the  rapid  prow  the  waves  divide, 
4ad  IB  h«arfe  murmun  break  on  cither  fide. 

TlCKtL. 

*T«ii  Bight:  the  chiefs  befide  their  veflellicy 
TTU niy  taorn  had  purpled  o>r  the  iky: 
Titto  launch,  and  boife  the  maft;  indulgent 

Sapply*d  by  PhcbUs,  fill  thf  fwelling fails; 
Tbeaulk-white  canvas  bdlying  «i  tbeyblow, 

The  ^rtmrf  oeesH  foaoH  mad  ra$n  be'owi 
dion  tha  boaadiBg  bUlowM  Mft  thty  Aew, 
^*  Fo»«. 
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There  is  fomethtng  wondrrfully  pTeaf- 
ing  in  that  jj-icious  paiifr,  which  Mr. 
Pope  has  plac.\l  ar  the  beginning  of 
thel'e  lines.  Ic  necefl'irily  avi-akens  tiie 
atrenrio:i  of  the  readrr,  aiu!  gives  s  much 
greater  air  ol  Iblcmnity  to  the  ficere,  than 
if  the  c-rcnmrtanc!:  of  the  tiim-  had  leen 
lefs  dillinc>lv'  pointed  o  ir,  and  blended, 
as  in  Mr.  Tie krPs  tranflation,  with  the 
reft  of  the  dercrlpiion. 

Hoir.er  has  been  celebrated  by  anti- 
quity ffw  ihofc  iublinie  images  of  the 
Sujinrmc  Being,  which  hr  f«  often  railet 
in  the  Iliad.  It  is  Microblus,  if  I  re- 
member rijrht,  who  informs  us,  that 
Phidias  bemg  afkcd  from  whence  he 
took  the  idea  of  his  celebrated  ftatue  of 
Olympian  Jupiter,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  heated  his  imagination  by  the 
following  lines: 
H,  iccii  xiMmfrtyiv'  •^vc-%  nvn  K^ianr 

Kfol^'  Air*  «6ci>«Tft«'  /Ai>av  ^  iXtXi^iv  0X1^. 
vr  i.  52*. 

But  whatever  magnificence  of  imagery 
Phidias  might  difcover  in  the  origin af, 
the  Engl i Hi  reader  will  fcarce,  1  ima- 
gine, conceive  any  thing  very  grand  and 
fublime  from  the  following  copy: 
This  faid,  hit  kingly  brow  the  fire  inclin'd. 
The  large  black  curls  fr|l  jwful  from  bfhind. 
Thick  Uiadowingtheftern  forehead  of  ihegodt 
Olympus  trembled  at  th*  almighty  nod. 

TlCKCL. 

That  our  modern  llatunrie^,  however, 
may  not  have  an  excufe  for  bnrlelquing 
the  figure  of  the  grf  at  father  of  eods  and 
men,  for  want  of  the  benefit  i>f  lb  ani- 
mating a  model;  Mr.  Pope  has  pre- 
ferved  it  to  them  in  all  it*s  original  ina« 

He  fpoke,  and  awful  bends  his  fable  brows; 
Shak  -s  his  ambrufial  curls  and  gives  the  nod; 
The  (f  amp  of  fate,  and  fanAion  of  the  god  i 
High  hcav*ni»ith  trembling  the  dread  ^nal 

took. 
And  all  Olympus  to  the  centre  fhook.  Po  v  1  • 

I  took  occafion,  in  a  former  letter,  to 
make  fome  exceptions  to  a  paflage  or 
two  in  the  parting  of  HeAor  and  An- 
dromache, at  tranflated  by  your  fa- 
vourite poet.  I  (hall  now  produce  a  few 
lines  from  the  fame  beautiful  epifode  for 
another  purpofe^  and  in  order  to  Aiew^ 
with  how  much  more  mafteriy  a  hand, 
even  than  Dryden  himfelfi  our  great 
improver  of  BngUfli  ^oetr^  haa>M«ik»\ 
upon  the  fame  {u\3\c£^. 


it 
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of  Illon,  jn  order  ro  tike  a  triew  of  the 
fitid  of  battle,  Hrc>or  meeti  her,  toge- 
ther with  her  Ton  the  young  Aftyanax, 
at  the  Scac.in  gate.  The  circumltances 
of  this  fuddnn  inteiVicw  are  finely  ima- 
gined. Hcftor  in  the  firrt  tranlport  of 
his  joy  is  unable  to  utter  a  finglc  word, 
at  the  fame  time  that  Antiromache  ten- 
derly embracing  his  hands>  burlis  out 
into  a  flood  of  teais: 
Hf«t  0  fxt*  fAuhtcrn  i^y  re  ven^a,  er^virn' 

vi.  404. 


Eyi  a^aoifu^tif 


Dryden  has  trandated  this  pafTage  with 
a"  cold  and  unpoetical  fidelity,  to  the 
mere  letter  of  the  origiim): 

Hedor  beheld  him  with  a  filent  fmile, 
His  tender  wifehood  weeping  by  ^he  while, 
Prefs'd  in  her  own  his  warlike  h^nd  /he  took. 
Then  figti*d,  and  thus  prophetically  fpoke* 
Drydxn. 

But  Pope  has  judicioufly  taken  a  larger 
coropaft,  and  by  heightening  the  piece 
with  a  few  additional  touches,  has 
wrought  it  up  in  all  the  affecting  fpirit 
of  tenderers  and  poetry : 

Silent  the  warrior  fcnird,  and  pleased  refign*d 
To  tender  pailions  allTiis  mighty  mind: 
His  beauteous  princefs  caft  a  mournful  look, 
Hungbn  his  band,  and  then  dejeAed  fpokcj 
Her  bofom  labour'd  with  a  boding  figh, 
And  the  big  tear  ftood  trembling  in  her  eye. 

Po?i. 

Andromache  afterwards  endeavours  to 
pcrfuade  He£lor  to  take  upon  himfelf 
the  defence  of  the  city,  and  not  hazard 
a  life  fo  important,  fhe  tells  him,  to  her- 
felf  and  his  fon,  in  the  more  dangerous 
action  of  the  field. 
Tqv  y  axirt  ir^iwutvt  fxiya^  Mo^vQaioX^  Ex- 

M  tuu  i/iM  ra,h  varra  fAiXu,  yuta,t'  a\>.a  /uaX* 

«11W( 

At^/bMi  Tf««c  IMI  Tfttml^af  iXxi  riiri«rXvc> 
Aui,  luix^  «f ,  vo0-^iy  cXuriea^of  iriXi/uoio. 
vi.  440. 

To  vrhom  the  n»b*e  HeAor  thus  rrply'd— 

*  That  and  the  reft  are  in  my  daily  care  j 

*  But  (hottU  I  ihun  the  (iangers  ojf  the  war, 

'  With  fcora  the  Trojans  would  reward  my 

<  paint, 
^  And  their  proud  ladles  with  their  fweepuig 

*  trains* 
'  The  Grecian  fwords  and  lances  I  can  bear : 
'  Btttlofs  of  honour  ismy  only  care.*  D<  Y  d. 

liothing  can  be  more  flat  an4  unani- 
^MUd  than  tbefe  iinci •    One  may  fay 


upon  this  occailon,  what  Dt) 
felf,  I  remembtr  fomewhere 
that  a  good  p«*Lt  is  no  more  lil 
in  a  dull  tranflation,  than  his 
cale  would  be  to  his  livine  ^ 
catch,  indeed,  the  foul  of  oVi 
bard,  and  breathe  his  I'piritint 
lifli  verfion,  feems  to  have  be* 
lege icferved  Iblcly  for  Pope : 

The  chief  reply'd— .«  That  poft  i 

*  carci 

*  Nor  that  alone,  but  all  the  worl 

*  How  would  the  fens  of  Tro)-,  i 

*  nown^d, 

*  And  Troy's  proud  dames,  whol 

'  fweep  the  ground, 
'  Attaint  the  luftre  of  my  forme 
<  Should  Hedtor  balMy  quitttfc 

«  fame?' 

In  the  farther  prcfecution  0 
fode  Heflor  prophefies  his  0^ 
and  the  dellru8ion  of  Troyj 
he  adds,  that  Andromache  (he 
captive  into  Argos,  where,  an 
dilgraceful  offices,  which  hep: 
enumerates,  ihe  fliould  be  em| 
tells,  her,  in  the  fervile  talk  o: 
water.  The  different  mannei 
this  laft  circumflance  is  expief 
two  Engliih  poets,  will  afford  t 
eft  inftance,  how  much  additi* 
the  fame  thought  will  recei^ 
more  graceful  turn  of  phra& : 

Or  from  deep  wells  the  living  Are 
And  on  thy  weary  fhoulders  bruij 

Or  bring 
Tht'weiglt9f  waters  from  Hypet 

It  is  in  certain  peculiar  turns 
that  the  language  of  poetry 
pnlly  diftinguifhed  from  that 
as  indeed  the  fame  words  are,  i 
common  to  them  both.     It  is 
of  this  kind,  that  the  beauty 
quoted  line  confills.  For  the  w 
of  the  exprefiion  would  vanif] 
ftead  of  the  two  iubfVantives 
placed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
poet  had  employed  the  more 
fyntax  of  a  fubftantive  with  i 
tivc. 

When  this  faithful  pair  h 
their  final  adieu  of  each  othei 
returns  to  the  field  of  battle,  a 
time  that  the  difconi'olate  An 
joins  her  maidens  in  the  pala 
tner  defcrtbes  this  circumiiao 
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0«C  MfU0*  uXtv'^hfA.^  £xl«( 

(9*  txayt  ^cfxe;  tv  Maaraviiaf 
M^cy«io-  K(^«i0-«io  ^'  tv9  odi  ff-oXX«; 

tfflv  }'C9v  Exlo^a  M  i>t  AtKW.    vi.  494* 

ce  no  remirks  upon  the  dlf- 
cefs  of  ou^  two  celebrated 
inflating  this  pafTage;  but,  af- 
laid  both  before  you,  !eave 
>ns  to  fpeak  for  themfelves. 
is,  the  difparity  between  them 

0  vi&ble  to  require  any  com- 
nder  it  more  obftrvable— 

lew  replies  he  did  not  ftay» 

19  creiled  helm,  and  ftrode  away. 

onlbrt  to  her  houfe  return 'd, 

1  ofrcn  back,  in  filence  mourned: 
(he  came,  herfecretwoe  (he  vents, 
:  palace  with  her  loud  laments, 
aments  her  echoing  maids  reftjre, 
',  yet  alive,  as  dead  deplore. 

Drydkn. 

I  faid,  the  glorious  chief  refumes 
elmer,blackwith  (hading  plumes, 
i  pans  with  a  prophetic  figh, 
art*,  and  oft  reverts  her  eye, 
i*d  atr  ev'ry  look:  then  moving 
» 

>wn  palace,  anJ  indulg*dberwoe. 
e  her  tears  deplor  d  the  godlike 

t 

e  train  the  foft  infe£lion  r;ini 
nalds  their  mingled  forrow  (hed, 
the  living  Hcdtor  as  the  dead. 
Hopi. 

urpofe  to  follow  Mr.  Pope 
ofc  ievcral  parts  of  the  Iliad, 
of  our  dittingui(hed  poets 
before  him;  I  mult  lead  you 
:ome  to  the  f^>etch  of  Saipe- 
iucus,in  the  xiith  liOoIc. 

ten  Ti,  i^s  irXe(9K  ^tvaterern, 
wile  ^'f  ^Ctf;  wf  tia-ofmviy 

nfAOfAta-Ba  /Agfa  Ea>do{0  vcip* 
«f 

AMnt,iCi  fxira  «ptTOi0-(V  fe>TAC, 
fAmyjui  xat;(-f(gq;  avItCeXtia-ai* 
I1711  AifXtwv  tn/xa  hti^iCiaotVf 
ftli;  Ai/xti]>  xalaxoi^AVitftf-iy 
riXiit;,  iivTi  ti  trova  fcnXa, 
T«y,  /uiXinJ'CA'  aXX'  a^a  XAt  ic 
luxiOt^i  /bciTa  «-^MTe(7i|U«;^ev}«l« 
fAWH  yHf  VXtfXQV  Vt^l  Tcvh  ^v- 

MfJitv  tLyn^at  T   «9ay«Ti»  ri 


aii..3lo. 
Thii  fpirited  fpcech  has  been  tranflited 
by  the  famous  author  of  Cooper*! 
Hiil: 

Above  the  reft  "Why  is  our  pomp  and  pow'r  ? 
Our  flocks,  our  herds,  and  our  poflefllons 

more  ? 
Why  all  the  tributes  land  and  fea  affords, 
Heap'd  in  great  chargers,  load  our  fumpcu* 

ous  boards? 
Our  chearfiil  guetls  caroufe  the  fparkling 

tears 
Of  the  rich  grape,  vthi'^  mufic  charms  their 

ears. 
Why,  aswc  pafs,  dothofe  onXanthus*(hore 
As  gads  behold  us,  and  as  gods  adore? 
But  that,  as  well  in  dangec  as  degree, 
Weftand  thefiril :  that  when  our  Lycians(ee 
Our  brave  examples,  they  adn  iring  fay^ 
.  *  Behold  our  gallant  leaders !  tliefe  are  they 

*  Dderve their greatnefs; and  unenvy*dftand, 

*  Since  what  they  aft  tranfcends  what  they  - 

*  c>>mmand.' 
Could  the  declining  of  this  fate,  oh  1  friend. 
Our  date  to  immortality  extend. 
Or  if  death  fought  not  tliem,  who  feek  not 

drath, 
Would  1  advance?  or(houldmy  vainer  breath 
With  fuch  a  i;1orious  folly  threinfpire? 
But  fince  witii  f'Ttuiie  nature  doth  conlpire; 
Since  age,  oileafe,  or  fome  Icfs  noble  end, 
Tho'  nor  lefs  certain,  does  our  days  attend} 
Since  'tis  decreed,  and  to  f^is  period  lei 
A  thouf ind  ways, the noblcft puth  v.e'U  trraJ ; 
And  bravely  on,  till  they,  or  we,  or  all, 
A  common  facrifice  to  hohour  fall. 

Df  NHAM*. 

Mr.  Pope  pafTes  fo  hiph  an  encomium 
on  thefc  lines,  as  to  allure  us,  that,  if 
his  trandaiion  of  the  fame  paflfage  has 
any  fpirir,  it  is  in  fome  degree  due  to 
them.  It  is  certain  they  hnvc  great  me- 
rit, confidering  the  Hate  of- our  Engiifh 
verfihcaticn  vuhcn  Dcnham  flourifhed: 
but  they  will  by  no  means  fupport  Mr. 
Pope's  compliment,  any  more  than  they 
will  bear  toftand  in  competition  with  his 
numbers.  And  I  dare  fay,  you  will 
join  with  me  in  the  fame  opinion,  when 
you  confider  the  following  vtrfion  of 
this  animated  fpecch: 
Why  boaft  we,  Glaucusi  our  extended  rcign^ 
Where  Xjmthus*  (beams  enrich  the  Lycian 

plain? 
Our  mum*rous  herds  that  range  the  fruitful 

field. 
And  hills  where  viaes  their  purple  hanrelfc 

yield? 
Our  fotmingVowU  N«\t\\  ^itt  tit6t«t  ^tvm^  ^« 
Our  iei4t  cnhMiCd  vi\ih  mM&<^'%  ^^'^t^^l 

(bond?  ^. 


7* 
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Why  nn  thefe  (horet  ire  we  with  joy  funrey'd, 
Admir'd  at  heroes,  and  is  gods  ooey*d? 
Vnk(  great  a£ls  C  perior  merit  prove, 
And  vinjioite  the  bounce  jus  powers  above; 
That  when  with  wondVing  eyes  our  martial 

bajius 
BcHoldour  deeds  rraofcendingourcommaiids^ 
<Sucht  they  may  cry 9  dderre  the  TovVeign 

ftace. 
Whom  ch.>fc  that  envy  dare  not  imitate. 
Could  all  our  care  elude  the  gloomy  grave* 
Which  claims  no  leTi  the  fearful  than  the 

brave, 
For  luft  of  f«me  1  (hould  not  vainly  dare 
In  fighting  fields*  nor  urge  thy  foul  to  war. 
But  fince,  a.asi  ignoble  age  iBuft  come» 
Difeafe,  and  death*s  inexc^able  dodm; 
The  life,  which  otbera  pay,  let  us  bdbWf 
And  give  to  fame  what  we  to  nature  owe; 
Brave  tho'  we  fall^  and  honour'd  if  we  live» 
Or  let  ui  glory  gain,  or  glory  give      Porx. 

If  any  thing  can  be  juftly  objeftcd  to 
this  tranOation,  it  is,  peihaps,  that  in 
one. or  two  places  it  is  tco  diffnfed  and 
delcripiive  for  that  agitation  in  which  it 
iivas  fpoken.  In  prenenl,  however,  one 
m«iy  venture  to  aiTert,  that  it  i»  wanned 
with  the  fame  ardour  of  poetry  and  he- 
roifn  th9t  glows  in  the  orieinah  as  thofe 
fcveral  though  is,  which  Mr.  Pope  has 
intermixed  of  his  own,  naturally  arife 
out  of  the  fentiments  of  hit  author,  and 
mre  perfe^ly  conformable  to  the  charac- 
ter and  circum(^ances  of  the  fpeaker.  ' 

I  (hall  clofe  this  review  with  Mr. 
Congreve;  who  has  tranflated  the  peti- 
tion ^f  Priam  to  Achilles  for  the  body 
of  his  Ton  He£lor,  together  with  the 
lamentations  of  Andromachey  Hecuba» 
mnd  Helen. 

Homer  reprefents  the  unfortunate  king 
of  Troy,  as  entering  unobferved  into 
the  tent  of  Achilles ;  and  illuf^rates  the 
furprize  which  arofein  that  chief  and  his 
attendants,  upon  the  firft  difcovery  of 
Priaip,  by  the  following  (imile: 

Cff  >•  rrav  «v>)p'  an  wium   X«Cip,  tr'  ivi 

Wftlpfl 
^•n«  XAlaxIf  fyaf  a\\n  l^tittlt  l^/ucv, 

xxiv.  48c, 

I9:;ihing  can  (>e  more  languid  and  inele- 
eanr  than  the  manner  in  which  Congreve 
hat  rendered  this  paiTage : 

'     But  ara  wretc  ,  who  has  a  murder  done, 
And  ieeking  refuge,  does  t'roro  juftice  run  ; 
BntVina  fomt  bouikp  in  haftti  whcct  ht*s 
ttolnowo, 

Ctntet  mtMmaumla  the  loekcii^oiii 


So  did  Achilles  gaxe,  furpria'. 
The  godlike  Priam*s  royal  m 

But  Pope  has  raifed  the 
with  his  ufual  grace  and  (\ 

Ai  when  a  wretch,  who,  o 

crime, 
Parfo*d  for  murder,  flics  his 
Juil  gains  fome  frontier,  br 

amras'd ! 
AU  gage,  all  wonder:  thns  H 

The  fpeecb  of  Priam  ii 
Mthetic  and  affeaing;  H 
les,  that  out  of  fifty  ions  h 
ly  remaining;  and  of  him 
unhappily  bereaved  by  hii 
conjures  him  by  his  tend 
own  father  to  commifen 
wretched  of  parents,  wh< 
common  feverity  of  fore,  w 
ed  to  kifs  thole  hands  wh 
brued  in  the  blood  of  his  c 

▼If  vw  nn^  iXAiw  rMM 
APTfMVf  w«4«  rtu  4»lpa>  ^*  a 
AXX*  ai^iM  ditfCt  AviXii/,  eurr 
MnrofAivcf  rv  woJJic  iya»  t 
EtXhi*  >',  M  Mtrm  ti;  sir(;^d«Vi< 
Av^  waifc^mo  wo2i  (-o/u«  -^ 

Thefe  moving  lines  Mr. 
dehafed  into  the  loweft  an 
fefting  profe  t 

For  his  fake  only  I  am  hithr 
Rich  iiifts  I  bring,  and  wca 

fum; 
All  to  redeem  that  fatal  prist 
A  wortblefs  ranfom  for  fo  br 
Fear  the  Juft  gods,  Ach  lies, 
With  pity  look,  think,  you  > 
Such  as  I  am,  he  is ;  alone  ii 
I  can  no  e^jual  have  in  miferi 
Of  all  mankind  moft  wretche 
Bow'd  vwiih  fuch  weight  as 

borne; 
.  Reduc  d  to  kneel  and  pray  toy 
The  fpring  and  fource  of  all  m] 
With  g  f;s  to  court  mine  an 

bane, 
And  kils  thofe  hands  which  h 

(lain. 

Nothing  could  compenfat 
of  labouring  through  the 
tadelels  rhimts,  but  the  p. 
ing  relieved  at  the  vmi  of 
more  lively  profpefl  of  poi 

For  him  thro'  hoftile  camps  1 
For  htm  thus  ^roflrate  at  thy 
l«ar^  %\iu  ^to^^T^QioiC^  \jCkvV 
Q.  beat  x2&^  >in«\x^^^  «a4  <Ib 
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ithcr*  and  this  fice  behold! 
a«  helplefs  and  as  o'd  * 
cchedt  there  he  yields  Co  me^ 
1  in  ftiv'reign  mifery; 
kneel,  thus  grov'iling  to  em- 

i  ruin  of  my  realm  and  race: 

Vildren's  murd'rer  to  imptore, 

hands  yet  reeking  with  their 

Pop«. 

ivlng  at  length  confented 
e  dead  body  of  He6lor» 
\%  it  to  hit  palace.  It  it 
in  funenl  pooipt  at  the 
:  mournful  dirges  are  fung 
)re,  intermingled  with  the 
of  Andromache,  Hecuba, 


V.  719. 

wthing  extremely  folcmn 
in  Homer's  dclcripiion  of 
(orrow.  A  trandator,  who 
with  the  leaft  fpark  of 
not,  one  fhould  imagine, 
ond  himfelf,  in  copying 
an  original.  It  has  not, 
en  able  to  elevate  Mr. 
ove  bis  ufual  flacnefs  of 

Then  laid 
body  on  a  fumptuous  bed, 


And  round  about  were  Ikilful  fingers  plac^d,^ 
Who  weptandfi$h''d,and  in  fad  notes exprcit*4 
Their  moan:  all  in  a  chorus  did  agree 
Of  unlverfal,  moumTul  harmony 

CoNGiBve. 

It  would  be,thc  higheft  injnfticc  to  the 
following  lines  to  quote  them  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  thofc  of  Mr.  Congreve :  I  pro- 
duce them,  as  marked  with  a  vein  of 
poetry  much  fuperior  even  to  the  ori- 
ginal. 

They  weep,  and  place  him  on  a  bed  of  ftate. 

A  melancholy  choir  attend  around 

With   plaintive  fight  and  mufic's  folema 

found: 
Alternately  they  fing,  alternate  flow 
Th*  obedient  tears,  melodious  in'thcir  woe; 
Whilt  deeper  forrows  groan  from  each  foU 

.  heart. 
And  nature  fpeaks  at  ev*ry  paufe  of  art. 

Port. 

Thus,  Eyphronins,  I  have  brought 
before  you  fome  of  the  mod  renowned 
of  our  Britifh  bards,  contending,  as  it 
were,  for  the  prize  of  poetry:  and  then, 
can  be  no  debate  to  whom  it  juftly  be- 
longs. Mr.  Pope  feems,  indeed,  to 
have  railed  our  numbers  to  the  highcf^ 
poflible  perfection  of  Itrength  and  har- 
mony: and,.!  fear,  all  the  piaife  that 
the  beft  fncceeding  poets  can  expert,  as 
to  their  verfification,  will  be,  that  they 
have  happily  imitated  his  manner*  Fare- 
wel.     1  am,  &c. 


LETTER    LIII. 


TO   ORONTIt. 


letter  found  me  juft  upon 
urn  from  an  excuriion  in- 
where  I  had  been  paying 
iend,  who  is  drinking  the 
ining  Hill.  In  one  of  my 
I  over  that  delightful  coun- 
ntly  piflTcd  through  a  little 
I)  afforded  me  much  agree- 
ionj  as  in  times  to  come, 
rill  l>e  vifited  by  the  lovers 
arts,  with  as  much  venera- 
^s  tomb,  or  any  other  cele- 
F  antiquity.  The  place  I 
ifieUi,  where  the  poet  to 
indebted  (in  common  with 
of  tafte)  for  fo  n^uch  ex- 
ainmenr,  fpent  the  earlieft 
u±0    I  Will  not  fctVfU  to 


confefs  that  I  looked  upon  the  fcene 
where  he  planned  fome  of  tho(e  beautU 
ful  performances  which  firft  recora* 
mended  him  to  the  notice  of  the  woridt 
with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm;  and  could 
not  but  confider  the  ground  as  facred 
that  was  imprefled  with  the  footfteps  of 
a  genius  that  undoubtedly  does  the 
highed  honour  to  our  age  and  nation. 

The  fituaiionof  mind  m  which  Ifound 
myfelf  upon  this  occafion,  fuggefted  to 
mv  remembrance  a  pafTige  in  Tullvy 
which  I  thought  I  never  lb  thorotjghiy 
entered  into  the  fpirit  of  before.  That 
noble  author,  in  one  of  his  philofojAi* 
cal  converfation-piecesy  introduces  hit 
friend  Attvcu&  %%  c^tv^Vcv^  ^^  ^«»Soa% 
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wont  to  have  upon  one's  mind  ;  hhvt' 
mwr  miw  (ra\s  ihai  polite  "Roman)  ntf- 
do  quo  pfli^o,  iocisipjis.  in  quibus  eorum, 
quos  diiigimui  ant  admiramur,  adfumt 
vi/fl^i^i.  Mf  quUem  ipfte  lUa  noftrst 
Airiugt,  Kon  tarn  cferihus  magnijicis  ex- 
qutfiiifque  anUauorum  ariibus  deUQant^ 
quam  rfiorJatlone  Jummirum  <virorum^ 
ubi  qui/que  kabitarey  ubifidere,  ubi  dif^ 
future  Jit  filitus , 

Thus,  yoa  fee,  I  coi:ld  defend  my- 
fclt'  by  an  ex.\nip!"  of  great  authority, 
were  I  in  dHnt<tfi  upon  this  occafion  of 
being  ritlicult J  a%  a  romaniic  viHonary. 
But  I  am  tuo  well  acquainveil  with  the 
refined  icntimcnts  of  Oroniis,  to  be  un- 
der any  appreher.fion  he  will  condemn 
the  imprcilions  I  hare  here  acknow- 
ledged. On  the  contrary,  I  have  often 
heard  you  mention  with  approbation  a 
circumliancc  of  this  kind  which  is  re- 
lated of  Silius  Itallcus.  The  annual 
ceremonit »  which  that  poet  performed  at 
Virgil'?  It  pulchrc,  pave  you  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  his  tafte,  you  con- 
feflcd,  tlian  any  thing  in  his  works  was 
able  to  raifc. 

It  is  certain  that  feme  of  the  grcateft 
names  of  antiquity  have  dilHnguifhed 
tlicmfclves  by  the  high  reverence  they 
ihewed  to  the  poetical  charaftcr.  Scipio, 
you  may  remember,  dcfiied  to  be  laid 
in  the  fame  tqmb  with  Ennius;  and  I 
am  inclined  to  pardon  that  fuccefsful 
madman  Alexander  many  of  his  extra- 
vagancies, for  the  generous  regard  he 
p.iid  to  the  memory  of  Pindar,  at  the 
fackingof  Thtb:.s.. 

Thcie  Items,  indeecf,  to  be  fome- 
thing  in  poetry,  that  riifcs  the  poflefTors 
of  that  very  fingular  talent,  far  higher  in 
the  eftimation  of  the  world  in  general, 
than  thofe  who  excel  in  any  other  of  the 
refined  arts.  And  accordingly  we  find 
that  potts  have  been  diftinguifhed  by 
antiquity  with  the  moft  remarkable  ho- 
nours. Thus  Homer,  we  are  told,  was 
deified  at  Smyrna;  as  the  citizi'ns  of 
Mytileoe  damped  the  image  of  Sappho 


upon  their  public  coim  Anacreon  re- 
ceived a  folemn  invitation  to  fpend  hit 
days  at  Athens;  and  Hipparchus,  tl»e 
fon  of  Pififlratun,  fitted  out  a  f;iler.did 
vefTel  in  ortler  to  tranrpoit  him  thither: 
and  when  Vjigil  came  into  thetheatiett 
Rome,  the  whole  aud'ence  role  up  itA 
faluted  hmi  with  ilie  fame  refprftasihey 
would  have  paid  to  Augurtus  himfelf. 

Painting,  one  fhouUl  imaginr,  has 
the  fairell  pretrnfions  of  rivalling  her 
fiftcr-art  in  the  number  of  admirer*;  and 
yet,  wlieit  Apclles  is  incniioncd  onW| 
Homer  is  celebr<itcd  a  thoufand  timet. 
Nor  can  this  be  accounted  for  by  urg- 
ing that  v.iz  works  of  the  latter  are  ftill 
extant,  whil-j  thofe  of  tl)e  former  bi*e 
periQied  lon^:  fmce:  for  is  nor  Miltoo'i 
Pararlife  Loll  more  univcrfiiliy  ettcemed 
than  Raphael's  c:*rtoons? 

The  truth,  I  imugine,  is,  thereat 
more  who  are  natural  judges  of  the  har- 
mony of  numbers,  than  of  the  graceof 
proportions.  One  meets  with  but  few 
who  have  not,  in  foroe  degrte  at  leaft. 
a  tolerable  ear,  but  a  judicious  eye  i» » 
far  moie  uncommon  poffcirion.  For  ai 
words  arc  the  univerial  medium  which 
all  men  employ  in  ordtr  to  convey  their 
fentimcnts  to  each  other;  ttfetmsajult 
conli^quence  tliat  they  (hould  be  more 
generally  formed  for  reliihing  and  judg- 
ing of  performances  in  tha"*  way:  wheieif 
the  art  of  reprefeniing  ideas  by  mean« 
of  lines  and  colours,  lies  more  out  of 
the  road  of  common  ufe',  and  is  therer 
fore  lefs  adapted  to  the  talle  of  the  gene- 
ral run  of  mankind. 

I  hazard  this  obfervation,  in  the  hopes 
of  drawing  from  you  your  fentiments 
upon  a  fubjec^l,  in  which  no  man  is  more 
qualified  to  decide;  as  indeed  it  is  to  the 
converfation  of  Orontes  that  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  difcovery  of  many  lefined 
delicacies  in  the  imitative  arts,  which, 
without  his  judicious  afTiftance,  would 
have  lain  concealed  to  me  with  other 
common  obfervers.    Adieu,  I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    LIV. 

TO   PHIDIPPUS. 


IAm  by  no  means  furprized  that  the 
interview  you  have  latdy  had  with 
Ckantbes,  has  given  you  a  much  lower 
opinion  of  hi*  abiJitics,  than  what  you 
kad  peforc  soncdvedi  aod  fince  it  hni 


raifed  your  curiofity  to  know  my  fenti- 
ments of  his  chara«5ltr,  \ou  fliall  have 
them  with  all  that  freedom  you  may 
)uft\^  tn^SV. 

1  \ii.\e  a\>Na^*%>  ^^u>  ^'iw^vft.vc^^  C\t- 
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oHkiftd  of  the  moft  extra- 
enu:  but  his  talenti  i^re  of 
ch  can  only  he  exerted  upon 
occafions.  They  are  fonned 
itelt  depths  of  bufmefs  and 

abfulutely  out  of  all  fize  for 
s  of  ordinary  life.     In  cir- 

that  require  the  moll  pro- 
nings»  in  incidents  that  de- 
oft  penetrating  politics;  there 
'ould  fhinewith  fupreme  lul- 
iew  him  in  any  fituation  in- 
rfe;  place  him  where  he  can- 
lmiration>  and  he  will  moft 
nk  into  contempt.  Clean- 
)rt,  wants  nothing  but  the 
certain  minute  accomplifti- 
srder  him  a  finiftied  charac- 
ing  wholly  deftitute  of  thofe 
>  which  are  neceflary  to  ren- 

ufeful  or  agreeable  in  the 
erce  of  the  world,  thofe  great 
lich  he  poftefles  lie  unob- 
cgle6ied. 


He  often»  indeed,  gives  one  occafion 
to  refle£k  how  neceftary  it  Is  to  be  mafter 
of  a  fort  of  under-qualities,  in  order  to 
fet  off  and  recommend  ihofe  of  a  fupe- 
rior  nature^  To  know  how  to  defcend 
with  grace  and  eafe  into  ordinary  occa- 
fions»  and  to  f^Il  in  with  the  lefr  impor- 
Unt  parties,  and  purpofes  of  mankind, 
is  an  art  of  more  ^neral  influence,  per- 
haps, than  isufually  imagined. 

If  I  were  to  form,  therefore,  a  youth 
for  the  world,  I  ftiould  certainly  endea- 
vour to  cultivate  in  him  thefe  fecoBdary 
qualifications;  and  train  him  up  to  an 
addrefs  in  thofe  lower  arts,  which  render 
a  man  agreeable  in  convei  fation,  or  ufe- 
ful  to  the  innocent  pleafures  and  ac- 
commodations of  life.  A  general  (kill 
and  tafte  of  this  kind  with  moderate  abi- 
lities will,  in  moft  inftances,  I  believe, 
prove  more  fuccefsful  in  the  world,  than 
a  much  higher  degree  of  capacity  with- 
out them.     I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    LV. 


TO    EUPHRONXUS. 


mperand  turn  of  Timanthes 
:  long  prepared  me  for  what 
ed,  I  ftiould  have  received 
It  of  his  death  with  more  fur- 
I  fufpe£lcd,  from  our  earlieft 
:e,  tnat'his  fentiments  and 
would  lead  him  into  a  fa- 
e,  much  fooner  than  nature 
•ably  carry  him  to  the  end  of 
unfettled  principles  fall  in 
ritutional  gloominefs  of  mind, 
nder  the  tadium  vita  ftiould 
ftrength,  till  it  pufties  a  man 
:f  againift  this  moft  defperate 
mprrs,  from  ^ the  point  of  a 
le  bottom  of  a  river. 
Mrn  to  accommodate  our  tafte 
rion  of  happinefs  which  Pro- 
s  fet  before  us,  is,  of  all  the 
hilofophy,  furely  the  moft  nc- 
I'gh  and  exquifite  gratifica- 
>t  confitlent  with  the  appoint- 
s  of  humanity:  and.  perhaps, 
J  fully  enjoy  the  refifh  of  our 
hould  rather  confider  the  mi- 
:ape,  than  too  nicely  examine 
c  worth  of  the  happinefs  we 
t  is,  at  }eiA,  the  bufine&  of 
1  io  bring  together  every  cir- 


JULT    17,    1730. 

cumftance  which  may  light  up  a  flame  of 
chearfulnefs  in  the  mind :  and  though  wc 
muft  be  infenfible  if  it  ftiould  (^ipi'tnally 
burn  with  the  fame  unvaried  bright- 
ncfs;  yet  prudence  ftiould  preferve  it  as 
a  facred  Are,  which  is  never  to  be  total- 
ly extinguifhed. 

I  am  perfuaded,  this  difguft  of  life  is 
frequently  indulged  out  cf  a  principle  of 
mere  vanity.  Tr  is  efteemed  as  a  in;u-k  of 
uncommon  reflncinent,  and  as  placng  a 
man  above  the  ordinary  level  o\  his  fpe- 
cies,  to  feem  fupcricr  to  the  vulgar  ftcl- 
ings  of  happinefs.  Tiuc  good-fenlir, 
however,  moft  certainly  coniifts,  not  in 
defpifing,  but  in  managing,  our  ftocic  of 
life  to  the  beft  advantage;  as  a  chearful 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafures  of  Provi. 
dence,  is  one  of  the  ftrongcft  fymptonis 
of  a  welUconftituted  mind.  5>clf-weari- 
nefs  is  a  circumftance  that  ever  attends 
folly;  and  to  contemn  ourhcing,  is  the 
greattft^  and,  indeed,  the  peculiar  inflr- 
mity  of  human  nature.  It  is  a  noble 
fentiment  which  Tully  putt  into  the 
mouth  of  Caro,  in  his  treatife  upon  old 
SLge-^Non  Met  mihiy  Ca^%  \W\  '^cc^- 
rable  RomaT\,    deflorore    <intom«  <ra&l 
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me  inxifg  feenhet:  qmomam  itM  ^xi. 
Mi  mnfrufira  nu  matum  emjiimim. 

It  is  in  the  power,  indeed,  of  h<it  a 
¥ery  imall  pioi>ortion  of  tnankind,  to 
mR  the  fame  gloi  iout  part  that  afforded 

.  fuch  high' fati»fad ion  to  this  diftinguiih- 
cd  patriota  but  the  number  is  yet  far 
more  inconfiderahie  of  thofe,  who  can- 
not, in  any  ftation,  fecure  to  themletves 
a  fufficient  fund  of  complacency  to  ren- 
der life  juftly  valuable.  Who  is  it  that 
is 'placed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  higheft 
«f  all  gratifications^  thofe  of  the  gene- 
rous  affie6tions}  and  that  cannot  provide 
lor  his  own  happinefs  by  contributing 
fomething  to  the  welfare  of  others?  As 
this  diieafe  of  the  mind  generally  breaks 
out  with  moft  violence  m  thofe  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  a  greater 
delicacy  of  tajle  and  reafon  than  is  the 

.  ufsa]  allotment  of  their  fellow  creatures; 
one  may  a(k  them,  whether  there  is  any 
fatiety  in  the  purfuits  of  ufeful  know- 
iedge?  or,  if  one  can  ever  be  weary  of 
beating  mankind?  Will  not  the  fine 


arts  fupply  a  lafting  feaft  to  the 
Or  can  tMre  b«  wanting  a  pie) 
employment,  fo  long  as  thtre  1 
even  one  advantageous  truth  to 
covered  or  confirmed?  To  compi 
life  has  no  joys,  while  tbae  is; 
creature  whom  we  can  relieve 
bounty,  affift  by  our  counfels,  or 
by  our  prefence,  is  to  lament  Um 
that  which  we  poflefi,  and  is  j«( 
tional  as  to  die  of  thtrft^  with  th< 
our  hands.  But  the  misfortune  i 
a  man*  is  fettled  into  a  habit  of  n 
all  his  ^leafurcs  froarthe  mere  ft 
dulgencics;  he  wears  out  of  hisr 
reliSi  of  eveiy  nobler  enjoyment 
Tame  time  that  hit  powers  of  tb« 
kind  are  growing  more  languid 
repetition.  It  is  no  wonder,  t^ 
be  fliould  fill  up  the  nieafure  of 
tifications,  lon^r  bcfoi^  he  has  co 
ed  the  circle  o\  his  duration;  an 
wretchedly  fit  down  the  remaind 
days  in  difcontenr,  or  raOily  thr< 
up  in  defpair.    Farewel.    I  an 


LETTER    LVL 


TO    TIMOCLEA. 


CERTAINLY,  Timoclea,  you 
have  a  paflion  for  the  marvellous 
beyond  all  power  of  gratification.  There 
is  not  an  adventurer  throughout  the 
whole  regions  of  chivalry,  with  whom 
you  are  unacquainted;  and  have  wan- 
dered through  more  folios  than  would 
furnifh  out  a  decent  library.  Mine,  at 
lea(^,  you  have  totally  exhaufted;  and 
have  fo  cleared  my  (helves  of  knights- 
errant,  that  I  have  not  a  Angle  hero  re- 
maining that  ever  was  regaled  in  bower 
*or  hall.  But  though  you  have  drained 
me  of  my  whole  ftock  of  romance,  I  am 
fiot  entirely  unprovided  for  your  enter- 
tainment; ana  have  enck>fed  a  little 
Grecian  fable  for  your  amufcmcnt, 
which  was  lately  tranfmitted  to  me  by 
one  of  my  friends.  He  difcovered  it, 
he  tells  me,  among  fome  old  manu- 
Icripts,  which  have  been  long,  it  feems, 
in  the  pofftiCwn  of  his  familyi  and,  if 
you  will  rely  upon  his  judgment,  it  is  a 
Iranflatton  by  Spenfer^s  own  hand. 

This  is  all  the  hitbry  I  have  to  give 

rou  of  the  following  pi«ce  •  the  genU' 

'    rn^/ufi  of  which  I  kave  to  be  Uvt\cd 


ocToxta 

between  my  friend  and  the  criti 
am,  &c. 

THE  TRAN3P0RMATI0H 
LYCON  A»D   EUFHORI 


T^  E  E  M  nofe»  yc  plaintive  crew,  t 

wrong, 
Ne  tbon,  O  man!  who  deaPft 
mifween 
The  equal  gods,  who  heav*o*s  ky 
throng, 
(Thotigh  viewlefs  to  the  eyne  th 

(heen) 

Spe£l«tors  recklefs  of  our  sAion 

Turning  the  volumes  of  grave 

Where  anncientfaws  in  fable  ma 

This  troth  I  fond  in  paynim  tale  ei 

Which  for  enfample  drad  my  Mvfe 

unfold. 

II. 

What  time  Arcadia's  rtowret  vallie 
Pelafgui,  dtd  of  mnnarchs  old, 

Thrre  wonn*d  a  wighr,  and  Ly« 
nam*d, 
Unaw'd  Wy  confcience,  of  oo^odi 
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m  kin  to  that  abhorred  race, 
'.v*i\*s  high  tow^rf  with  mad  cm* 

»  cruul  lynage  cid  y trace 
ynnifc  juiird  in  Pluto  s  dire  em- 


y,  far  other  ta'e  did  fdgn,  ^ 
'dalliauncewiththeSi  Pennine; 
himfelf  (what  deems  not  pride 

•) 

:ft  paragon  of  witdivlney 
thattv  ry  toe  (hould  rwcit*stine. 
ty  wight  i  yet,  looth,  withoutcA 

efs  fell  the  lofels  ihafts  malign: 
arm  to  wield  xkit'shcav  nlydarc, 
en  barb  with  force,  and  fcod  it 

!•  JXt. 

rv. 

pe  he  had,  Pafh}ra  hight, 

et  amenjunce  pleas'd  each  (h?p- 

)-c: 

he  nor  bjfe  L) con's  c%'il  fprighr, 

tie  in  her  not  aia.icc  ro'iten  Ipy, 

louc  fput,  as  ru:nrocr'i  cioudleli 

fcipn'd,  Lyccan  Pan  arra>*d 
i  torm,  cnflamM  with  paffion 

mother  in  the  covert  glade; 
he  ftol'n  embrace  yfprjng  the 
f  maid. 


;  they :  mean  wl-.ile  the  damfcl 

d  youth  remark 'dy  as  o*er  the 

c*d  elong  fo  debonair: 

!  as  one  of  Dia  *s  chofen  train. 

a  tond  exci-.fehc  knew  to  fei^n, 
r-rl'e  to  v^h.'Ie  with  her  the  day, 

unwaies  hit  heculdi  heart  did 

e.  fiapic  wight,  no  mortal  may 
God  once  barbour'd,  when  he 
•efay. 

VI. 

e  mf dilates  if  vet  to  fpeafc* 
-eloives  hi*  piii&on  (o  conceal: 
ith  he,  my  feciy  heart  will  break 
lother  wat  I  aye  muft  feel, 
by  hope  emboldcn'd  lo  reveal, 
fec:et  dropjicJ  from  hi«  toni;. 
rquent  finguitt  check'd  h'n  fait- 

fs  her  ^ead  Paftora  hong : 

aid  more  chafte  infpircd  ihep« 

iOg. 

VII. 
ne  to  recount  in  long  dctrl 
nrJe/  which  ihef$lemMa*htU  ? 


H>w  oft  he  Tow*d  his  tove  her  ne*er  ihouii 
fail; 
How  nft  the  dream  from  forth  her  eyne 

outwell'd, 
Doubting  if  condaliry  yet  ever  ditfeU'd 
In  heart  of  youthful  wighti  fuffice  to  know. 
Each  rifingdoubt  r.e  in  her  bofome  quell'd. 
So  parted  they, more  blithfome both,  1  trow: 
For  rankling  luve  coneeai'd,  me  dcms,  is 
deadly  woe.   ' 

\nii. 

Eftfooni  to  L\CAn  fwift  the'youth  did  fare, 
(Lagged  ever  you^.i  when  Cupid  nijg'd  hit 
way?) 
And  flraight  hit  gentle  purpofe did  declate» 
And  fo^th  the  mount*nsunce  of  hii  herdt 

difp!.iy. 
Ne  Lycoa  meant  hi«  fuiten  to  furefiyt 
«  Be  thine  Paftora/  quuth  themaflcer  fly, 
»  And  twice  two  thoufand  (hcep  berdow*r 

*  fhall  pj).* 

Beat  then  :helovcr  k  heart  withjnyannce  highg 
Nc  dempt  that  aught  his  blifs  could  now 
betray, 
Ne  gucl's'd  that  foul  deceit  in  Lycon*i  bofome 
lay. 

IX. 

So  forth  he  yo6e  to  feek  his  rev'rend  fire; 
(The  good  Eupbormiiis  (hepherJs  him  did 
call) 
How  fweet  Paftora  did  his  boii.-me  Are, 
Her  worth,  her  promised  flocks,  he  tolden 
all. 

*  Ah '  nrrv,  my  fon»  let  Lycun  thee  cn« 
«  thral!,' 

Reply *d  the  fage,  In  wife  riDerience  old, 

*  SoMinth  is  hii  long,  but  full  of  guils 

*  withal, 

'  In  promilie  <aithlcfs,and  in  vaunting  bold  i 
*  Ne  ever  lamb  of  his  wiU  bleat  within  thy 
«  fo.d.' 

X. 

With  words  prophetic  th  lis  E  •!  phormiui  fpakes 
And  faftconfirm'd  what wifdom  thus  fi»re« 
told. 
Full  many  a  mean  devife  did  I.ycon  makl^ 
The  honed  day  of  fro ufal  t    w.th-hold, 
FraTing  new  traint  when  nought  mote 
ferve  his  old. 
Nath  lefs  he  v-ow  d,  Cyllene,  doud-topth:lf. 
Should  fooner  down  the  lowly  delve  be 
roll  d, 
Than  he  his  plighted  promife  n^uld  fulfill  t 
B^t  when,  perdy,  or  where,  the  caitive  fayea  ' 
niil. 

XI. 

Whiles  thoi  the  tediout  fans  had  joamey*4 

round. 
^  Ne  ought  mote  now  the  lovenheartidl^Vdie^ 
Ke  truftwa^tbcte,  t«i\v.^w\.>jt.otL^waitt^\ 
The  aaid  wiih  maitotv  ^uf«  \w  \m.\  |2ix>Aa% 
Thfty««^V)  Cefic8r4\ft4/\utecKX>Q?f^ 


"If —    -^ 
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To  Hynen*!  facred  fane:  The  honed  deed 
£ach  god  approv*dy  and  dofc  the  bands 

were  ty'd. 
Ccrtes.  till  happier  moments  (hould  fucceed, 
No  prying  eyne  they  wcen'd  theh  cmprize 

mote  arced. 

XII. 

But  prying  eyne  of  Lycon  *twt%  in  vain 

(Right  pradlickin  difg'jifc)  tohope  beware* 
He  traced  their  covert  tteps  to  Hymen's  fane. 

And  joy*d  to  find  them  in  his  long-laid 
fnarc. 
Algatei^  in  fembhunt  ire,  he  'gan  to  fwear, 

And  roaren  loud  as  in  difpltrafjuncehighj 
Then  out  he  hurlen  forth  his  daughter  fair, 

Forelore,  the  houfelefs  child  of  milery, 
Expos*d  to  killing  cold»  and  pinching  penury. 

XIII. 
Ah!  whither  now  (hail  fad  Paftora  wend. 

To  want  abandonM  and  by  wrongs  oppre/l  ? 

Who  (hall  the  wretched  out-cal\*s  teen  be- 

firiend  ? 

Livesmercy  then,if  not  in  partnt'i  bread ? 

Ves,  Mercy  liven,  th-  gen:lc  goddcCs  bird. 

At  Jove's  right  hand,  to  J<»vc  tor  ever  dear. 

Aye  at  his  feet  (hf  pU*a4s  the  caule  diftn-ft, 

Toforrow'*  plaints  fhc  turns  his  equal  ear. 
And  wafis  to  lieav'u^  ilar*tl)roncf air  vcttue*s 
(ilent  tear. 


*Twas   Shf    that   bade  Euphormius  quell 

ea»:h  thought 
*  That  well  mote  rife  to  check  his  gen*roui 

aid. 
Thu*  b»gh  the  torts  which  I.ycon  Mm  had 
wi  ought, 
rSo'  kwthrflof  Ic5hi-.h;;nijlfpaftur<*sfcJ ; 
W:i-n  a.  he  l-.un  d  P.t«l..r.r   i.-mIi-I..  ft^d, 

lilr  brc-irt  l.un.m''  w'll'i  wonfvd  pityHowf. 
li;  o;>*<:  his  r.j^i'-.,  the  :  a'.cd  ixile  led 

Heneath  hvs  loofj  a  dtnr.tdr.tprt  thiuws 
O  cr  her  coUi  iimbj,  and  fuoths  her  undc- 

XV. 
>'m\  !.v..ii.  fonguV.  Kumuur  bruited  ronn'? 
'!:•  -vie: 
Til    iito-.rsi  {\vaini  uneath  could  i.:cdcn<.e 

'ihaiin  .\v,  poia'i  unam'nitiouf  vale 

A  .*;iit«i  I.tlli"  .»s  I.vcon  c'-'r  oi-l  live. 
n  ;t  Ju.t    -^who  iii  h';^'.-  l.civ'n  c^ucs  mortals 
pr!\i», 
Ar:i  ev'ry  .;.-crl  in  ^ilden  hu'lance  wciuh^) 
To  c.  rih  '•  ':  fi.uiir...  » ;i.ucl  i  latu  drii^, 
A'^.d  lio'sn  dclciiida,  .enwrapt  in  pcerlefs 
blaze, 
■*o  d-.:l  foith  guerdon  meet  to  j,^od  ivJ  evU 


XVI. 

Where  Eur\'manthui,  crown*d  %kith  many  t 
wood, 
Hii  filver  ftrcam  through  dafv'd  vales  does 
lead, 
Stretched  on  the  flow*fy  nacge,  in  reckleia 
mood. 
Proud  Lycon  fought  by  charm  of  jocund 
reed 
To  lull  the  dire  remorfe  of  tortious  deed. 
Him  Jove  accofts,  in  reverend  femblaunce 
dight 
Of  good  Euphormiui,  and  *gan  mild  areed 

Of  comp^ft  oft  confirmed*  at  fay  yp^ight. 
Of  nature'a  tender  tye^of  facied  rule  uf  ii(^nt. 

XVII. 
iVith  lofty  eyne,  half  loth  to  lookc  fo  low. 
Him  Lycon  view*dy  and  with  fwol'n  fur* 
q'ledry 
*Gan  rudely  tre^t  hit  facred  olds  when  rcw 
Forth  ftood  the  Codconfeft  that  rules  the 
Iky, 
In  fuddrn  iheen  of  drad  divinity— 

*  And   know,  falfc  maa,*  the  Lord  of 

thunders  faiJ, 

*  Not  unobferv'dby  Heav*n*aall-perfente%e 

*  Thy  cruel  deedst  nor  (hall  be  unappay'd: 

•  Go  !  be  in  form  that  beft  befeems  thy 

•  thewsy  arrayM.* 

XV II  I. 
Whites  yet  he  fpake,  th*  affirayed  trembling 
wight 
TratM'mew*d  tn  blatant  beaft,  with  hideous 
howl 
RulhM    headlong  forth,    ia  well-defenrfd 
I'light, 
*AiJJ(V  dragons,  minotaurti  and  iiendi  tt 
piuwl, 
A  wclf  in  torm  at  er(t  a  wolf  in  foul! 

To  Pholoc,  foreft  wild,  he  hy.'d  away» 
The  horrid  haunt  nf  favage  monfters  foul. 

There  helplefs  innocence  ia  ftill  bis  prey^ 
Thief  of  the  bleating  tbldy  and  ihepherd*^ 
dire  difmay. 

XIX. 

Tim*  jove  to  good  £uphormiui*cot  did  wend.^ 
Where  peaceful  dwelt  the  man  of  vertu^ 
high, 
Each  fhepherd's  praife  and  eke  each  (hep<— 
herd's  fiiend. 
In  cvVy  a£l  of  fwcet  humanity. 
Him  Jove  appioaching  in  mild  maje((y, 
Grcctrd  all  hail!    then  bade  him  join tb^ 
throng 
Of  glii'rand  r.{:ht>  that  gild  the  glowingflcy — 
'I  he"-   (hcplicius    nightly  view  his    ot\^ 
\  h.-»nj5. 
Where  brijjht  he  ihiues  eterne,  the  brig 
itar4  «m;.n^. 


VLTT^^ 


'■.Jlifl.^.1  If  i»i'  ■».!  .Iif».i».l.*-Hii.nl.n  Vi:  M.iv    ;.  tTi-. 


FITZ0SBORN£  S    L£TT£RS» 


79 


LETTER    LVII. 


TO    CLYTAHDEft. 


8  any  thing  in  my  former 
mfittqit  with  that  efteem 
'  due  to  the  Antienti,  I  de* 

it  in  this;  and  difavow 
un  which  might  feem  to 
:y  to  the  modemt  in  works 
I  am  fo  far  indeed  from 
he  fentiments  you  impute 
have  often  endeavouroi  to 
lat  fuperiority  which  is  fo 
smpofitions  of  their  poett : 
[uentiy  afligned  their  reli- 
e  number  of  thofe  caufes» 
ly  concuned  to  give  them 
ble  preheminence.  That 
liich  is  fo  eflential  to  every 
:he  poetical  way,  was  con- 
ghtened  and  en  flamed  by 
n  of  their  facred  doctrines  $ 
ed  prcfence  of  their  Mufes 
wonderful  an  effe^  upon 
s  and  language,  as  if  thev 
iliy  and  divinely  infpired. 
ture  was  fuppofed  to  iwarm 
s,  and  every  oak  and  foun- 
eved  to  be  the  refidence  of 
ig  deity;  what  wonder  if 
animated  by  the  imagined 
fuch  exalted  lociety,  and 
If  tranl'portcd  beyond  the 
ts  of  fober  humaiiity  ?  The 

attended  only  by  mere 
iperior  powers,  is  ohferved 
T  itrengih;  and  her  facuU 
(1  eulaige  themfelves  when 
le  view  of  thofe  for  whom 
.'ived  a  more  than  common 
But  when  the  force  uf  fu- 
oves  in  concert  with  the 
niHgination,  and  genius  is 
devotion,  poeTry  muft  ihine 
er  brightelt  perfection  and 

thcrefcre  the  phibibpher 
of  the  religion  of  his  coun- 
:he  intercit  of  the  poet  to  be 
>rthodox.  If  he  gave  up  his 
\il\  renounce  his  numbers; 
uld  be  no  infpiration  where 
0  Mufes.  This  is  fo  true, 
conipofi-ions  of  the  poetical 
tiat  the  anticnts  iecm  to  have 
'  advantagt  over  the  mo- 


ytiavAaT  t|  1739, 

dems:  in  every  other  fpeciet  of  writing 
one  might  vcntuit  perhaps  to  aflcrt  that 
thefe  latter  ages  have>  at  leaft,  equalled 
them.  When  I  fay  (b,  I  do  not  con* 
fine  mylelf  to  the  produAions  of  our 
own  nation,  but  comprehend  likewiie 
thole  of  our  neighbours :  and  with  that 
extent  the  obfervation  will  poffiblv  hold 
true,  even  without  an  exception  in  fa- 
vour of  hiftory  and  oratory. 

But  whatever  may  with  juftice  be  de- 
termined concerning  that  queftlon,  it  is 
certain,  at  leaft,  that  the  praAice  of  all 
fucceeding  poets  confirms  the  notion 
for  which  I  am  principally  contending. 
Though  the  altars  of  paganifin  have 
many  ages  fince  been  tlurown  down,  and 
groves  are  no  longer  facxed;  yet  the  lan- 
guage of  the  poets  has  not  changed  with 
the  religion  of  the  times,  but  the  gods 
■of  Greece  and  Rome  are  ftill  adored  in 
modem  verle.  Is  not  this  a  confeflioii» 
that  fancy  is  enlivened  by  fuperftition» 
and  that  the  antient  bards  catched  their 
rapture  from  the  old  mythology  ?  I  will 
own,  lioweyer,  that  I  think  there  is 
Ibmething  ridictdous  in  this  unnatural 
adoption,  and  that  a  modern  poet  makes 
but  an  aukward  figure  with  his  ami* 
qiiated  gods.  .When  the  pa^;aii  (yCtetn 
was  fanllified  by  poptilar  belief,  a  piece 
of  machinery  of  that  kind,  as  it  had  the 
air  of  probability,  afforded  a  very  itrik- 
ing  manner  of  celebrating  any  remark- 
able circumftance,  or  railing  any  com- 
mon one.  But^iow  that  this  fuperfti* 
tion  is  no  longer  fupported  by  vulgar 
opinion,  it  has  loft  it*s  principal  grace 
and  clficacy,  and  feems  to  be,  in  gene- 
ral,  themoft  cold  and  uninterefting  me- 
thod in  which  a  poet  can  work  up  his 
fentiments.  What,  for  inftancc,  can  be 
more  unaffe£ling  and  (biritleft,  than  the 
compliment  which  Boiieau  has  paid  to 
Louis  the  XlVth,  on  his  famous  paf- 
nge  over  the  Rhine  ?  He  rcprefents  the 
Naiads,  yon  may  remember,  as  alarm-  ' 
ing  the  god  of  that  river  with  an  account 
ot  the  march  of  the  French  monarch; 
\ij»on  which  the  river-god  aflumes  the 
appearance  of  an  old  experienceil  com- 
nvAudcr,  at\d  ftict  to  ^  I>\iU\^  lotv^  vei 
grdei-  to  ex\voct  \!b«  %>xt\Cqii\A  V;)^  <mx 
1-1.  ^»^ 


to 
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and  dirpute  the  intended  paiTige.  Ac- 
coi*dinply  they  range  thcrafcJves  in  form 
of  battlfc  with  the  ivhlne  at  their  head, 
who,  after  fomc  vain  cftcrrs,  oblerving 
Mils  and  Btlloni  on  the  fide  of  the 
enemy,  is  fo  tunifieii  witn  the  view  of 
thofe  ru|>eTior  divinities,  that  he  inoft 
gallantly  mns  away,  and  leaves  the 
hero  in  quiet  yioHeirion  of  his  hanks.  I 
know  not  how  far  this  may  he  relifhed 
byaiiii-s,  or  juftified  by  ciiilomi  ^^*t 
as  r  am  on!y  nuntioring  my  particubr 
tafte,  I  will  acknowledge,  that  it  a:)pears 
to  me  cxtrenif'y  ir.fipid  nnd  puerile. 

I  have  not  however  lb  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  Tvphcc'.is  in  me,  as  to  make 
war  iipon  the  goils  without  rettriftion, 
and  attempt  to  cxtJnrls  them  from  their 
whole  poetical  doinin-ins.  To  repre- 
fcnt  nituial.  moral, or  intellectual  qua- 
lities an-.l  affections  as  pcrfons,  and  ap- 
propriiie  to  them  ihofc  gcneial  emblems 
by  which  their  powers  an-.l  properties 
are  ufually  typified  in  pagan  theology, 
may  be  allowed  as  one  of  the  mol\  pleaf- 
ing  and  graceful  Hcrures  of  poetical  rhe- 
toric. When  Dryclen,  addrcfling  him- 
felf  to  the  month  of  May  as  to  a  per- 
ion,  fays-— 

For  thee  the  Grace*  lead  the  dancing  hours; 

one  may  confidei'  him  as  fpeaking  only 
in  mela,)!ior:  and  when  inch  flirulowy 
beings  Hic  thus  ivlt  (hewn  to  the  iina- 
gitit'.tion,  and  iinrncdiately  v.itl.urawn 
aprain,  they  cert::5niy  h.ive  a  very  pcwcr- 
fiii  ctFc^.  But  I  can  rclifli  them  no 
fanlicr  tli;m  Hh  fi.;u!cs  only :  wl.cii 
thiv  are  extcn-.lL'l  m  ;iny  Icrious  coni- 
poiilitMi  beyond  tl:e  limits  of  inciuj.lirr, 
.i\\i\  cxhi'»itcJ  nn«ltr  all  the  \arious  rc- 
fioijs  (jfreal  jhtJohs,  !  lannoi  but  con. 
fiik-rthun  as  ibmniv  abiitidiiics,  vvhi^Ii 
rulioui  has  tinrwuior. '.bly  atithoiiild. 
riiu;  Spinier,  in  «m.  *>t'  his  palioiM'.:, 
r'.;|;'0<'cnl«thi::  pjodot  Lovi.  ns  flvii^'x  like 
a  blid  fit>i:i  iHj'.igh  to  boiijih.  A  flicp- 
ricrd,  who  heai's  arulilins^  aniun^  the     beaiiiv 


bu/hes,  fuppofes  it  to  be  fen 
and  accordingly  difchargcs  I 
Cupid  returns  the  (hot,  and  aft 
airows  had  been  mutually  e: 
between  them,  the  unfonuns 
diicovers  whom  it  is  he  is  co 
with  s  but  as  he  is  endeavouring 
his  e(cape>  receives  a  def,ierate ' 
the  heel.  This  fi6tion  makes 
jeft  of  a  very  pretty  idylUum 
the  Greek  poets;  yet  is  extrei 
and  difgiifting  as  it  is  adopte< 
Britiih  bard.  And  the  reaib 
diiFerence  is  plain:  in  the  fori 
fuppoited  by  a  popular  fuf 
wheiieas  no  (Irain  of  imagtna 
^ive  it  the  [call  air  of  probabil 
IS  worked  up  by  the  latter ; 

Slusdiur.^uc  is'thi  oficnd'.tjU^  ircrt 

I  muft  confcfs,  at  the  fime  t 
the  inimitable  Prior  has  introd 
fabulous  fchsme  with  fuch  ur 
grace,  and  has  paid  fo  man) 
compliments  to  his  mit^refs  b 
fiitance  of  Venus  and  Cupid,  \\ 
carried  off  from  obfei-vinf:  th< 
prieiy  of  this  machinery,  by  tl 
ing  addtcfs  with  which  he  mai 
and  I  never  reu!  his  tender  y. 
this  kir.d,  without  aj^piyin^r  to  1 
Seneca  i<.m»  where  lays  upo:i  ; 
oc  afion  :  Ali.jnr  ://e  eft  qitijutii 
JIui'tn  quam  qui  fMfruit. 

Tl  Ijitak  my  lentinit  nts  ino 
I  w;j  ;!d  li'ivc  thr  trods  in  lull  f 
of  alKgoricai  and  btu-cAjne  p< 
all  others  \  would  never  .iiftcr 
make  their  ajj;:<.ararice  in  'iciibi 
n-*ri!iK,  bur  to  crtcr  only  in  U 
nl:r  :.  r.  It  i<  thus  Waller,  «. 
}oi.«.,.  iiasniolt  bapp.'lvcmplovi 
p.i'tt  \ih  ;'p:'iicntio!: of  the-  Itnr-,  of 
a:u'.  Ap»llaw:i!  lave  as  an  'nit 
V  li:it  ir.ijuncrthc  antient  mythol. 
be  a.iopied  with  the  iitmoft  pu^pi 
Adieu.    lam,  Ckc, 


LETTER    LVIIL 


TO 


JC'^ov^  -tt    in  what   dlfpofilion    «if 
ins  ic'Tk,:-  may  flr.r'  '.nij  btit 


/  .11!  lu'c  )i,iiwiil  \:'>'v 
c/..  di'Jiu'iti  i.f  f'.»r.,"r  w.,en     irii  Nud 


••civrvt  viMi-  uiua 


liUJ'HKOML-S, 

Avcvsr  5 

I  .^*•ilI  not  ar  :hl,  ti:n,r  atttmi 
irv    lu-.   couii.bi-on  to  von,  of 
It-Td    n    ,.,    rn   di    x:4a  niyl^l 
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cmblc  our  own  \oC%  is,  yet 
t  to  iiimfelf,  it  I'carce  dclcrves 
itcd  that  he  arrived  Co  much 
le  grave  than  his  years  and 
cemcd  to  promiic  ?  For  who, 
tliat  has  any  experience  of 
would  ^A'ifh  to  extend  his  du- 
lage?  What  indetd  is  len|;th 
It  lo  furvive  ail  one's  cnjjy 
,  pcrha|>s,  to  lui-vive  even 
"fif  ?  I  have  ibmcwhcn:  met 
lent  inlcription  f  lundcd  upon 
.•nr,  which  infinitely  ple.'.fed 
i  fixed  upon  a  bath,  and  coa- 
nprecation,  in  the  following 
mil  any  one  who  Aiould  at- 
nove  the  building: 

iris.  HOC.  SVITVLIMXT* 
AVT.  IVfcSKRlT. 

'S.   tVORVM.  MURIATVI. 

It  is  conceived  with  great  dc- 
jtiltnefs}  as  there  cannot, 
r  a  flitu  jier  calamity  to  a  ge- 
id,  than  to  fee  itfelf  (land 
It  the  ruins  of  whatever  ren- 
'orid  mott  detii-aKle. 
.  of  the  fort  1  am  lamenting, 
iiprcfHons  remain  fnrlh  upon 
are  futH  ient  to  damp  the 
i,  and  chill  the  warmclt  am- 


Sx 


bitlon.  When  one  fees  n  perfon  in  the 
full  bloom  cf  life,  thus  delb'oyed  by  one 
fiiddcn  blaft,  one  cannot  but  confidcr 
all  the  diiV'.nt  fchemes  of  mankind  as 
the  hi^c^elt  folly. 

It  is  amnzint;  indeed  that  a  creature 
fuch  as  man,  with  fo  many  memorial* 
around  him  of  the  Hioitnefs  of  hi&  dui  j- 
tion,  and  who  cannot  enlure  to  himiclf 
even  the  next  moment,  Aiould  yet  plan 
deiigns  which  run  far  into  futurity.  The 
b'.^fip.efs  however  of  life  muft  be  carried 
on,  and  it  is  necelfary  for  the  purpoieg 
of  human  ntFair-:,  that  mankind  ihould 
refolutely  a£l  upon  very  precarious  con- 
tingencies. Too  much  reflexion,  there- 
foi-e,  is  as  inconfiftrnt  with  the  appoint- 
ed meafures  of  our  Nation,  as  too  iittlf; 
and  there  cannot  be  a  Icfs  defirahle  turn 
of  mind,  than  one  that  is  inilienced  by 
an  over-refined  I'hilofophy.  .  At  lead  it 
is  by  conii  krations  of  this  fort,  that  I 
endeavour  to  call  off  my  thoughts  from 
p*.irfuing  too  earneltly  thofe  reafonings, 
which  the  occafion  of  this  letter  is  apt  to 
fu^^it.  Thi*  ufe,  however,  one  may 
julHy  make  of  the  prcfent  accivient,  that 
whillt  it  contrails  the  circle  of  friend - 
fliip,  it  fliould  render  it  fo  much  the  more 
vat'iahle  to  us  who  yet  walk  within  it's 
limits.    Adieu.    I  am,  Sec* 


LETTER    LIX. 

TO   HORTESSIUS. 


[cnious  piece  you  communi- 
ty me,  iccjuircs  any  firther 
,'oui-  ptnciii  I  muttacknow. 
iiih  to  be,  what  you  are  in- 
fpfvH,  iliat  my  fi  iendHiip  has 
nmy  'ud^ment.  Butthou^^h 
>r.t  i;u*ance  yonr  delicacy 
3o  iffmcu,  yer,  in  general, 
?c  v/jtii  yor,  thit  works  of 
er::.inLr.c  kind  are  not  the 

.V . ky  inoiiieiit,  nor  ibuck 

Iv'  htai.  I  he  belt  perform- 
cJ,  hive  c^cnerally  coft  the 

J  aiu'.  that  t-afc,  which  is  lb 
-.r*c  vrit.r.j;,  has  feldom  been 

out  i>  eatcd  and  li-veieror- 
uMfttJ'   l\:-:um  iiuhit  et  tor- 

a  mctto  that  m.iy  be  ap- 
levo,  to  nioll  fucccisful  au- 
lius.  With  as  in iicV  facility 
•i-c  of  the  riirur.ii  Pn'or  lecm 
J  iioin  him,  they  were  the 


MAV  4,  1740. 
refult  (if  T  am  not  mifiiifoirnvd)  of 
much  application:  and  a  fncnd  of  mine, 
who  undertook  to  tranfcrihc  one  of  th? 
nohlrll  {>ciformancc«of  the  tincll  genius 
that  this,  or  |whaps  any  age  canboait, 
has  oficn  .iflbrcd  me,  that  there  is  noi 
a  finoic  line,  ns  it  is  now  pubiiAied, 
which  Hands  in  conformity  with  the  ori- 
ginal nunufcript.  The  truth  is,  cv«:ry 
ientiment  has  \t\  |)eculiar  expieiYlon, 
and  every  word  it's  piccife  place*  wUn  h 
do  not  always  immediately  prcftnt  their  - 
fclves,  and  gc;icrr.Ily  demand  frtqiicrt 
trills  h'jtoif  ihtv  cm  he  propu  ly  a<l  - 
jultcJ  ;  not  to  mention  the  nioie  im- 
portant diiTiculties,  which ncccif uily  oc- 
cur in  icttlii-.g  the  plan  and  rci^iiiatin;: 
the  higher  puts  which  compofb  the 
ftiu6liirc  of  a  Hnilhtd  work. 

Thofe,  indeed,  whoVx^v  nvV.W  y"n.t\';.\ 
it  co'.\  cvcu  i\\e  \T\o^\  ?viv\\V^  y*-^^^^   v^>\  i 
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tion,  might  be  incline !,  perhaps,  lo  cry 
out  with  the  moil  antient  of  auihois— 

*  Oh!  that  mme  a.hvirfary  had  nvritteft 

*  a  book r  A  wriur  ct  jeiin.  .  laUe  has 
tl;t  ontinual  incrtinc.iiion  to  £nd  him- 
ifif  incapable  U  taking  e.-:t:n.  pofidli on 
ci'  that  idtral  beauty  whiCi  watms  and 
iills  his  imagination.  }lis  conceptions 
itiil  rifb  above  all  the  powers  of  hi>  art* 
and  he  can  bvt  faintly  copy  out  ihofe 
iiii.ii;es  of  peifcction  wn:fh  aie  im- 
prefled  upon  his  mind.     *  Never  was 

*  ntiy  thing,'  fays  TiiHy,  *  more  beau- 

*  tiliil  than  the  Vtnus  of  Apelles,  or 

*  the  Jove  of  Phidiasj  yet  were  they  by 

*  no  means  equal  to  th.>ie  hi^h  notions 

*  of  beauty  which  animaied  the  gtniuies 

*  ot  thofe  wondcrt'-..!  urtiiis/  In  the 
Jame  manner,  he  obferves,  the  great 
matters  of  oiafory  imaj^ed  to  themfeiyes 
a  certain  perfection  ot  eioqucnce,  which 
they  could  only  contem}  la:e  in  idea,  but 
in  vain  attempted  to  diawout  in  ex- 
preiTion.  Pet  haps  no  author  ever  per- 
j.ftiiated  his  re;  "tation,  who  could  write 
lip  to  liitf  full  liandaiil  if  h:*"-  ov-  n  judg- 
ment: and  I  am  pei  i-.iatled  that  he,  who 
upon  a  furvey  vH  hi>  compofitiens  can 
v^iih  entire  complacency  pronounce  them 
5; rod,  will  har.lly  find  il.c  w«)rld  join 
with  liim  in  the  fame  fuvouiablc  lln- 
tcncr. 

The  moft  jvulif ior.s  cf  all  poets,  the 
i;::ir.:j:.V.l':  \  »rji»l,  utcd  to  rtkir.blc  his 
|»!i)  .uiiior.s  to  tiiolci'f  that  riniin:!l  who, 
a.";:.  I'abiy  lo.thi;  uoTn.»ns  ot  ih„'  ::nt:cn:s, 
\v.ts  l\ip|x>fcd  to  bring  her  young  into 
t-i.:  world  a  mcie  rude  and  HiapeleH; 
r  '!{':>:  he  was  obliged  to  iiior.ch  ihtin 
aj..iin  and  i*gai!i,  lie  acknowlc.Ij;  d,  bc- 
f  i!C  tliey  acquired  thtir  piojicr  foim  and 
b  ai.ty.'  AcccsJinjily  Wv  an.  l<^ld,  thai 
-t!«r  havi'ig  ipv-nt  tkvtn  vv  r.  in  com- 
l  .:::)ir  his  ySiucsd,  he  intfixied  to  hivt- 
i'l  fi|mt  tluve  more  for  the  uvii.il  of 
th.n  gloriotK  perlormance.  Unl  luinr, 
l.vi  vc.ited  bv  h »s  lalt  dck nefs  fs . .?n  ;;; » iiij . 
i.  v*^    Juiiihui^  louciiti  \vh:..i  1...  tx- 


quiiltc  judgment  conceived  to  b-  r- 
neceilary,  he  directed  his  frler.di  Tucc 
and  Varius  to  burn  the  nobleil  poem  \h 
ever  appeared  in  the  Roman  bnguag' 
In  t..e  lame  fpirit  of  delicacy  Mr.  Dn 
den  tells  us,  tliathad  he  taken  muie  ti:i 
in  tranflating  this  author^  he  might  po 
iibly  have  fucceeded  better;  but  ntve 
he  aflures  us,  could  he  have  fucceedi 
fo  well  ai  to  have  fatisfied  himfeif. 

In  a  word,  Hortenfius*  I  agree  wi 
youy  that  there  ii  nothing  more  difRci 
than  to  fill  Up  the  character  of  an  a*, 
thor  who  propofes  to  raife  a  juft  ai 
lafting  admiration;  who  is  not  conten!< 
with  thofe  little  tranfient  fiaflies  of  a 
plaulie  which  attend  the  prdinary  ra 
of  writers,  but  conltders  only  howi 
may  fliine  out  to  pofteritv}  who  earr:. 
his  views  beyond  the  prefent  ^neratic 
and  cultivates  thofe  produAions  whi; 
are  to  flourifli  in  future  ages.  Wh 
Sir  William  Temple  obferves  of  poe:r 
may  be  applied  to  every  other  wo 
where  tafte  and  imagination  ate  co 
ccrned  1    *  It  requires  the  grcatell  co 

*  traries  to  compofe  it}  a  genius  be 

*  penetrating  and  folid;  an  exprtfli 
'  both  ilrong  and  delicate.  There  mi 
<  be  a  great  agitation  of  mind  to  i 

*  vent,  a  great  calm  to  judj^e  and  cq 

*  rc£l;  there  mult  be  upon  the  fame  ti« 

*  and  at  the  fame  time,  both  flower  x 
'  fruit.'  But  though,  I  know,  v 
wouM  nor  value  ycurfclf  upon  i? 
pcrlbiiuance,  wherein  thele  very  op;. 
file  :ind  very  fingular  qualities  were  1. 
conlpicuoiivj  \fl  I  muft  icu.iiul  \oi 
the  liiiiic  lime,  that  i^hcn  tlu  lilr  «.r.. 
to  polilh,  it  nuift  nectftaidy  ueaKt 
You  will  lememlKT  theieforc,'  that  ih-. 
i*;  a  medium  between  the  inuiuti:: 
f.iii:ion  xjt'  that  orator,  who  w.i.>  !'.:i 
oi)mpia  Is  in  wiitiiig  a  rii.|;lc  ui.i;i. 
and  the  extravagant  exptdiiion  ot*  !: 
|H>i.i,  u  hole  tuiitral  pile  was  rcn.pci 
of  hu  own  niiniberlcfe  pruduciio: 
Adicu.     I  am,  &c. 


li:ttp:r  lx. 

TO    P/w  fcMON. 


».t«.Y  :.?,   :--, 


T  \y'.'-  '  ;r.     wh'V  O.  or?  i'  ::n^  iirg  by  f'^''*"  ^  '•■«•'  ••»".  t-  e  ^aitfy  <  X  vo;.t;i 

\    ,:.v  :..'.«.  '-.i.-i.  I  :).»*. "iv.uif.  f.- .p:.  ad-  bt  .••.:»>>  ^'1*.  !f 
.1*  .'in   -nit  i  ..        ^••»i    ?h«    l>«i4s  of  ^. 

t.u:    /.tc;-.      A    •.  .St.-..  lU,   n:tiel.i..  f^'-:  i. .-?»:  .r  .=:•.»>  -j.    ^In.  '    "   • 


;•/    uz  ;.c-:   a  i'.5.M;.c;:.  l-ui   vWxii      V v.  ;^\5  .•.:•,  \i ..  . 


N. 


I  i.i.ii.r.!  .   -i.    A  ■  li...*-  i^iiiFiif...  .  V  \y  a'  - 
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m  thus  enjoying  the  inno- 
of  thii  irernal  delight,  I 
oa  thofe  fcenes  of  turbu- 
n  I  was  once  engaged,  wtth 
iinary  diftafte;  and  defpife 
ver  having  entertained  fo 
;ht  as  to  be  rich  and  great, 
lonarchs  ufed  to  fay,  That 
on  thoie  to  be  'the  happieft 
nation,  whofe  fortune  had 
a  the  country,  above  a  high- 
id  below  the  trouble  of  a 
ice.  It  is  in  a  mediocrity 
'  kind  that  I  here  pafs  mj 
fortune  far  above  the  necei* 
ng  in  the  drudgery  of  bu(i- 
th  defiresmuch  too  humble 
slilh  for  the  fplendid  baits 

not,  however,  imagine 
le  Stoic,  or  pretend  to  have 

mypaflions:  the  fum  of 
y  amounts  to  no  more  than 
le  but  fuch  as  I  may  eaQly 


and  innocently  grattfyy  inil'to  banifli 
all  the  reft  as  fo  many  bold  intruders 
upon  my  repofe.  I  endeavour  to  prac- 
tifethe  maxim  of  a  French  poet,  by 
coniideHng  every  thing  that  is  not  with- 
in ray  po/teffion,  as  not  worth  having. 

Tour  wCdprtt  Ufeui  htm 
S^ut  V  on  doit  ift'mtr  mu  mentUf 
Teat  ce  fuejc  n-'ai  fas,  je  Ucomftt  pwr  twi* 

Is  it  not  pofTible,  Palemon,  to  recon* 
cile  you  to  thefe  unafpiring  icntiments, 
and  to  lower  your  fli^t  to  the  humble 
level  of  genuine  happinefs?  Let  me  at 
leaft  prevail  with  you  to  fpare  a  day  or 
two  from  ther/r/AMM«  dnnharMmt  (as 
Horace  I  think  calls  them)  from  thofe 
fplendid  contefts  in  which  vou  are  en- 
gaged, juft  to  take  a  view  of  the  fort  of 
life  we  lead  in  the  country.  If  there  is 
any  thing  wantins  tacompletc  the  hap- 
pinefs  I  here  find,  it  is  that  you  are  Cm 
feldom  a  witncfs  to  it*  Adieu.  I  am^ 
&c. 


LETTER    LXI. 


TO   EVPHRONIVS. 


luties  of  ftyle  feem  to  be 
ly  confidered  as  below  the 
sof  an  author  and  a  read- 
not,  therefore,  whether  I 
'.  ,  to  acknowledge,  that 
umberlefs  graces  of  your 
ince,  I  particularly  admir- 
th  and  elegance  with  which 
orced  and  adorned  the  no* 
Its. 

a  time  however  (and  it  was 
ietnie(^  reHnements)  when 
of  this  kind  was  efteenied 
r  of  the  politeft  accompiiih- 
was  the  ambition  of  iome 
:  names  of  antiquity  todil- 
,(elves  in  the  improvements 
e  tongue.  Julius  Cxfar, 
only  the  greateft  hero,  but 
tleman  that  ever,  ^rhaps, 
le  world,  wras  dehrous  of 
talent  to  his  other  moft 
vments:  and  we  are  told 

language  of  his  country 
^plications  as  we  are  fure 

in  it*a  higheft  elegance. 
EuphimiJUf,  is  it  to  the 
,  that  the  trearile  which 


jwtT  s»  1744- 
he  wrote  upon  this  fubjc£l,  is  perifhed 
with  many  other  valuable  works  of  tliat 
age?  But  though  we  are  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  his  obfervations,  we  are 
happily  not  without  an  inftance  of  their 
efFe6ls }  and  his  own  memoii-s  will  ever 
remain  as  the  beft  and  brighteft  exem- 
plar, not  only  of  true  genetalftiip,  but 
of  Bne  writing.  He  publiflied  them, 
indeed,  only  as  materials  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  who  fhould  be  difpofed  to  enlarge 
upon  that  remarkable  period  of  the  Ro- 
man ftory;  vet  the  purity  and  graceful- 
nelsofhis  Ayle  were  fuch,  that  no  ju- 
dicious writer  durU  attempt  to  touch  the 
fubje6l  after  him. 

Having  produced  fo  illuftrious  an  in- 
ftance in  favour  of  an  art,  for  which  I 
have  ventured  to  admire  you;  it  would 
be  impertinent  to  add  a  fccond,  were  I 
to  cite  a  lefs  authority  than  that  of  the 
immortal  Tully.  This  noble  author, 
in  his  dialogue  concerning  the  celebrat- 
ed Roman  orators,  frequently  mentions 
it  as  f  very  high  encc^um,  that  they 
poffefjled  the  elegance  ^.%ir  native  lan- 

_  — ,,        v^atf 


potreiled  the  elegance  ^l^r  native  la< 
guage;  »nd  rottoduT^^jiM*  ia 
darmg^  xYaX  '     ^^  ^^  "^ 
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flour  of  being  cft<*eiiied  the  great  mailer 
sml  improver  of  Roman  eIoqutnct>  even 
to  the  glory  of  many  triumph:. 

But  to  add  ifafon  to  piertdent,  and  to 
view  this  ait  n  it's  ulc  as  well  us  it*s  dig- 
nity} will  it  not  be  aUov*.cd  of  Ibme  im- 
portince,  when  it  is  conlideicii  .thatelo- 
quenceis  one  of  the  moil  cunfidti  able 
auxiliaiietof  truth?  Kothiug  ir.dculcou- 
tributet  more  to  fubdue  the  mind  to  the 
force  of  reafon,  than  her  bcincl'iippc  ited 
by  the  powerful  affifiance  of  niarculinc 
and  vigorous  oratory.  As  on  the  con- 
trary the  mod  legitimate  arguments  may 
be  difappointcd  of  that  fuccels  they  de- 
iVrve,  by  l»eing  attended  with  n  I'pirit- 
lefs  and  enfeebled  expreflion.  Accord- 
ingly, that  moil  elegant  of  writers,  the 
inimitable  Mr.  Addifon,  obi'crves,  m 
•neofhis  cflays,  That  there  inasmuch 
diflference  between  comprehending  a 
thought  cloathcd  in  Cicero's  language 
and  that  of  an  ordinary  writrr,  as  be- 
tween feeing  an  objeft  by  tl.c  light  of  a 
ta}>erand  the  iigl.i  of  the  fun. 

It  is  furcly  then  a  vtiy  liiange  con- 
crit  of  the  cclelM-itcd  M:ii tranche,  ^^ho 
feems  to  think  the  plcaLncvvhich  ariies 
from'^Knifing a  \\cll  wiiitcn  piece,  it  of 
tJia  cnminaf  kind,  and  has  it's  foi.rcc 
in  the  weaknefs  aikl  clVciV.inacy  of  il'.u 
human  heait.  A  niaii  ii.iilt  have  a  very 
uncommon  Jcveritv  of  temper  indetd, 
wliuciin  find  any  iM>  ■*  to  CvUidenm  in 
adding  charms  Jo  !rM:i'.,  and  gaining 
the  hctrt  by  cipiiv.i  ;;:f;r!ie  :::•;  in  ur.Ii- 
iriX>i»n:!i  with  liK-tlii»n-'oI  i  :'i»r,  uiul 
jt-fninj-  pie:'!'!-:-:  w'nh  ilK'-iM-o-^ 

The  iri;[h  i-,  :l.c  i;.i-..!  is  d.!-\trJ 


with  a  fine  (lyle,  upon  the  fa 
that  it  prefers  regularity  i 
and  beauty  to  deformity, 
this  fort  is  indeed  fo  far  ft 
mark  of  any  depravity  of 
that  I  Aioutd  rather  confider 
dencei  ii^fome  degree,  of  tl 
titudeof  it*s  contlitution,  its 
of  it's  retaining  fome  relifl 
harmonv  and  order. 

One  might  bt  apt  indee 
th-»t  certain  writers  amcneil 
fideud  all  beauties  of  tn:t 
r.ime  gloomy  view  with  Ma 
ut  It^rt  that  they  avoided  e 
ment  in  ityle,  as  unworthy 
truth  and  philofophy.  The 
are  lunk  by  the  lowrti  expr 
fccm  condemned  to  the  rti 
creeping  upon  tbe  grsutzd  eii 
their  life,  Oihcri^,  on  th 
nnliake  {wnip  fur  difrnity;  a 
to  raife  their  eicprelTions  a' 
lan^uasie,  lift  then:  up  beyc 
appreiienfionit,  cdccming  it 
iniapjne)  a  niark  of  tluirf.e 
rcv'^uires  ibme mr^niiity tope 
nieaninir.  But  how  few  w 
Euphronius,  kno'v  to  hit  tl 
diunj  wMich  lits  betw».*en  t 
ixtrrn:cs?  How  leMom  d 
with  an  anther,  whole  expr 
thole  of  ir.y  friend,  are  glow 
t^larir.g;  whofe  metaphors 
iMit  nor  common;  whole  peri 
mor.i»u<,  but  not  poetical; 
w-ne  re:i'»niei".ts  i*'.f.-lL'tf/j't 
to  t'^c  ::r'..*er.'Hr-rn2  in  thti 
nv  (I  uiivant.igLous  luflic. 


LETTER    LXIL 


TO    0.10NT£S. 


I  Intended  tn  hnrc  clofcd  'vith  your 
propcl.kl,  ii:  fi  paiud  a  fc.v  weeks 
w.t  1  y«.u  ai  •  •  '  i  hut  :hn.i  unlvcky  af- 
t-'M?  h'lvr  inttrvei.ed,  vrhichwiilrngaffe 
n  e,  I  fear,  the  rcniainmg  part  of  this 
ft-aloi.. 

An;ong  the   amnfements  wliich  the 
fr one  you^-^-^''-  atl'.rdf,  I  (hould  have 
eriation  of  Timoclea 
i  entertainment;  und 
^  V  oml  of  lingular  tha- 

^  J  that  lady  i^  youc 


Tlmodeawas  once  a  ben 
health,  and  worfe  torture, 
thcfe  ciuims  which  rime 
have  fp;ui-d.  However,  v  ii 
e»!  her  for  a  miil:ef$9  has  in 
as  a  companioR;  and  Ihe  i 
convtrfahic  now,  as  (he  has 
beauty,  th  t.  .vhen  I  uled  to 
a  w.ck  tiiuiiipiiing  m  iK 
room.  Fcr,  a^  few  women 
the^  may  \uct«nd)  will  value 

ainV.ievi^i'y  ^^'ivl  ^vt%*v.%," 


fitzosborne's  letters* 


:b«nning  by  bcr  wit,  till 
ce  of  making  conquefti 
,  She  httfieen  a  good 
\df  and  of  the  beft  coni- 
\t  it  from  thence  (he  has 
er  knowledge  (he  pof- 
nnoty  indeed,  flatter  her 
Teeming  ti)  confider  her 
ng  and  retirement.  But 
ature  formed  her  for  the 
and  ihe  it  never  (b  tho- 
aa  when  (he  hat  a  circle 

o(e  occa(ions  fhe  appeart 
jej  as  I  never  knew  any 
i  endued  with  thetalentt 
1  to  a  higher  degree.  If 
to  write  the  char;^£lert  of 
:lea  is  the  fir  ft  perfon  in 
ok  aflirtance  I  ftiould  ap- 
the  happieftart  of  mark- 
nguilhing  call  of  her  ac- 
t  I  ever  met  with ;  and 
her,  in  an  aftenioon*t 
aint  the  manners  with 
of  judgment  and  ftrength 


of  colooring,  than  is  to  be  found  cither 
in  Theophraftut  or  Bnivcre. 

She  hat  an  inexhaulllble  fund  of  wits 
but  if  I  may  venture  to  difttngiii(h« 
where  one  knowt  not  even  how  to  deiinCf 
I  fliould  iay,  it  it  rather  brilliant  than 
lhone«  This  talent  renders  her  the  ter- 
ror of  all  her  female  acquaintance ^  yet 
(he  never  ficrificed  the  abfent,  or  mor- 
tified the  prefent,  merely  for  the  fake 
of  difplaying  the  force  nfherfatire;  if 
any  feel  it*t  fting,  it  it  thofe  only  who 
firft  provoke  it.  Still  however  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  Iier  refeutmentt  are  fre* 
quently  without  jtift  foundation,  and 
almoft  alwayt  beyond  meafure.  But 
though  (he  has  much  warmth,  (he  hat 
great  generofiiy  in  her  temper}  and  with 
all  her  faultt  (he  is  well  worth  your 
knowing. 

And  now,  having  given  you  thit  ge- 
neral plan  of  the  (Irength  and  weakneft 
of  the  place,  I  leave  you  to  make  your 
approachet  at  you  (hail  lee  proper.  X 
amy  &c. 


LETTER    LXIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


verbal  criticifm,  as  it  it 
xerciiied*  to  be  no  better 
learned  legerdemain,  by 

or  nonfenfe  of  a  paffage 
iveyed  away,  and  (bme 
id  in  it*s  (tcad,  as  beft 
purpofe  of  the  piofound 

diiTertation  you  recom- 
perufal  has  but  i'ervcd  to 
1  tliefe  rentiment*>:  for 
red  the  ingenuity  of  the 
lOt  but  greatly  fiifpefl  the 
irr,  which  can  thus  prefs 
I  the  lervice  of  any  hypo- 

:imes  amufed  myfelf  with 
;  entertainment  it  would 
:  antientt,  whole  vworkt 
onour  to  be  attended  by 
tort,  could  they  rife  out 
hret,  and  peru(e  fume  of 
on;e6^ures  that  have  been 
ir  relpe^ive  compodtions. 

for  inftance,  to  read  over 
:hofe  numbcrlef*  reftorert 
i  expofitort  of  hit  meun- 

ininfied  the  rrpublic  of 
fund  of  piea/antry  migfit 


he  extraA  for  •  fatire  on  crhical  erudi- 
tion 1  how  many  harmleft  woids  would 
he  fee  cruelly  banifhed  from  dieir  right- 
ful polTefTions,  merely  beeaufe  they  hap* 
pcned  to  difturb  fome  unmerciful  philo* 
logift  ?  On  the  other  hand,  he  would  un- 
doubtedly fmile  at  that  penetrating  fa-  • 
gacitv,  which  hat  diicovcretl  meanings 
which  never  entered  into  hit  thoughts, 
and  found  out  concealed  allufions  in  hia 
moft  plain  and  artleis  cxpniTions. 

One  could  not,  I  think,  fer  the  general 
abfurdity  of  ciiiic^i  conjeSures  in  a 
ftronger  light,  than  by  applying  them  to 
fo'.nething  parallel  in  our  own  writers. 
If  the  £ngli(h  tongue  (hould  ever  be- 
come a  dead  language,  and  ourbtA  nn- 
thort  be  raifed  into  the  nnk  of  clafTic 
writers;  much,  of  the  force  and  pro- 
priety of  their  exprefHont,  erpccijl.\  of 
fuch  at  turned  upon  humour,  or  alliidei 
to  any  mannert  peculiar  to  the  a^^e* 
would  inevitably  be  loft,  or,  at  ^ft, 
would  be  extremely  doubrfni.  How 
would  it  puzile,  for  inftanct>  fuiure 
commcntatoTt  to  n^\i\u  ^.v\\\''  -  «^- 
gramupon  csut  inu^\ci\  cnTv\e^\^  Wtiva^* 
ginc  one  mi&Vii  ^t\4  v\Am  ^^'mcCwv^ 
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vi'-^n  that  Utile  humourous  fdlly  of  our 
£n^li(h  Kabi  ji  >  m  Tome  fuch  manner 
as  this — 

EPIGRAM 

ON  THE  rZUDt  K£TWF|:N  HANBXL  AND 
B>''-ONCINI. 

Strwige  all  ih;.-.  'iiff  rencc  fliould  be 
*Twixc  Tweed Ic-diJ 111  iiid  lV'ccdic>dee! 

VOTES   or   VARIOUS   AUIIiOKS. 

rr^WEE D LE-dum  andriveidle^dfe.']  • 
■*  I  am  prjfundtd  f  ••  ;  tki  ^^vi  it 
Tii'iJdU  drum  and  Tyu:U.'.'j  h'j.  To 
ftwidJU  figniHcS  tj  nuke  a  CLiiain  ridi- 
cuious  motion  with  the  fir.gers:  what 
word,  therefore,  couldbe  more  pro;  ler  to 
CKprcfs  this  epigram-writer's  contempt 
of  the  p.'rfunnanccs  of  thofc  mulkims, 
and  of  ihe  folly  of  his  comempoiaiits 
in  running  into  pirtics  upon  fo  a-ifurd 
an  occifun?  The  drum  was  a  certain 
martial  inltrument  ufcd  in  thofe  times; 
as  the  word  key  is  a  technical  term  in 
mnfic,  impi.rtipg:  the  fisuilanicntal  note 
which  re»!uli;t.s  the  wl.ole  compohtio'n. 
Ii  iiK.in«!  nlii'  tliolc  iir'Ic  pircJ^s  of  wocX 
which  the  firgers  ftii»*..:ag.;i:i1t  \r.  an  o:- 
par-i  .^c.  in  order  to  niuse  the  iiiibu- 
mtiit  lound.  The  al:er:'.rlon  here  j-.ro- 
pofed  i?  .«>  oh'vicus  a...!  naturaly  \\u\i  I 
am  furpril'td  no.»e  of  the  coinnientatcrs 
hit  '•por  it  bt'"  rr.      /..  6".  D. 

Tiufcdie  dMmandliveeMe-dee.l  Thefe 
wori.s  .lavc  f.reatly  embarratTed  thr  cri- 
tics who  are  extremely 'expert  in  fir.d- 
iPir  a  difficulty  whei's  ihrrc  is  nont*. 
T  •I'i'll.-duui  an<1  Twcidlt-dce  arc  fnoj 
UK.huhtrd/y  tlic  mtncs  ot  tlie  two  n.uii. 
cian*:  an'i  rhorph  tl'.ey  are  Itiitd  hv  'iif- 
fcicjM  aopi'llations  in  the  title  of  this 
cpigi  "11,  yet  t!".:it  is  Ko  chjeiiizi! .,  fur  it 
jf  V.  1!  kii.r'vn  ihnt  psrA  n^  ;i  tin  !"c  rimes 
1.1.1  i^iore  iuin2mv.s  th.m  one.  S.M, — 
Abh-  i!  h'-re  i&  eviJ.cnily  ai»  eir^r  of 
the  •■"■tfs,  ftu-  tlitie  is  not  a  lingic  hint 
in  :*■'  •;»■,•  Iqnity  of  tht*  family  of  the 
^Tiu.-^f.din-du'fis  ;<nii  Tivurdle  iUes.  Tlid 
left  "IV..  J  M  t^i^-ri  'I.  c.Mdfflwl.cn  he 
uw  :«M'v.  ;.  .  x;»!a  n  '  ..-'  |-n(r.g^-.  The 
f^ni'r*  w:i.  Ivc?  vi^.'v  y  ■  r  we  i  ■.».[  with 
a  lioaii  I'l-ii-n  lll:ttdiy  Tom  an?! 
f^'UL  7ifE,  71*  h  hcir-r  a  known 
^or;tra£^ioii  tor  TLcudorc,  Sb  Tom  is  for 


Thomas.  Waddle  and  Hflitedli  irelik«- 
wife  clailical  words.    Thus  Pope— 

As  when  a  dab-chick  waJdlct  duo'  the  copfe* 
Dun.  ii.  59* 
Obliquely  wadd/iag  to  the  mark  in  tIcv. 
Jb.  ii.  I50» 

And  though  indeed  I  do  not  reculie£t  t9 
have  met  with  the  verb  ic  ^hetdle,  in 
any  pure  author,  yet  it  is  j^laiu  that  it 
was  in  (ife,  Ance  we  find  the  participle 
mohtediing  in  an  antient  tragedy  com- 
poled  aDout  thefe  times-* 

A7aughing,  toying,  wbeeJtmg^  whimp'riss 
ihe, 

Will  make  him  amble  on  a  goHiji's  mcffVi 
And  hola  the  i\R»ff  with  a  hind  as  pat'e.ii 

As  e'er  «ld  H>'rcalet.  Tank  Sl9Rt> 

^  • 

Thomas  and  Theodore,  thcrefoi*,  *tre 
mojlartainhf  the  Chriilian  namM  of  ibti'e 
two  muiic'.ans,  to  the  conti-'iclior.s  of 
whft'i  the  words  ivhe(lU  and  -luaLilein 
added  as  chara^eiiAical  of  the  pertbiis 
and  difpofitions  of  the  men;  the  fcrmer 
implying  that  Tom  was  a  mean  fyco- 
phan:,  and  the  latter  that  THEhvdin 
auk  ward  and  ridiculous  gait.    F,  J.  ^• 

I  know  not,  O routes,  how  I  lliall 
efc.ipe  your  fatirc,  fur  venMuing  to  he 
thus  free  'A'iih  a  Icitnce  which  is  liwie- 
times,  I  thinic,  admitted  into  arfhnreof 
yi^ur  nieditaiions:  yet,  tell  me  hgntlHVi 
is  not  this  a  faithful  fpecimen  of  the  i'lu- 
rit  and  talents  of  the  f/a^rtf/cUfsofai- 
tlc- writers?  Far  am  I,  however,  from 
thinking  irreverently  of  thofe  ofcful 
memhf  rs  of  the  republic  of  letters,  who 
with  modtflty  and  pro)»cr  <liftidcnce  ha« 
offered  ihrlralTiiliince  in  tlirowins: alight 
tipon  obfc'-ire  p:</r.;i;-.s  in  Jintieni  au- 
thors. Even  wh'::;n  ihis  Ipirit  break<o"t 
in  it*s  liigheft  piide  ni.d  p<-tnUn«  of 
ici*orm>tion,  if  it  confines  iti.if  to  claOi- 
cal  eriq'.iirirs,  I  can  be  rnnrenr«l  \'^i*h 
treitinq;  it  only  :i«;  :in  o!ve-^  of  r.dic.i!?:. 
Bui,  I  mnii  conf^fs,  when  I  Hr.d  i'l 
with  an  nflTuj'rd  ani  c^nfi  lent  aii,  f»ip- 
p'.rtin^  religious  or  pyllticn!  .Ic-bmti 
upon  tnc  vciy  iinrrrlam  foundi'ticn  ct 
vaiious  icirtin.L  ,  forced  ai..*Io;-ii-3,  a^-l 
prt'carioMs  c..n.i«'C^urts,  it  i-.  not  wirhunt 
ft>m''  d.fTicjiUv  I  cin  fuppreA  my  indifi" 
nation.     FarcweU     I  am,  5:c. 
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LETTER    LXIV. 


TO  PHXLOTSS. 


:  1  prdmifed  you  a  letter  from  this 
ye-r  I  have  nathing  more  mate- 
rice  than  that  I  got  fafe  hither, 
ther  man  I  fhould  make  an  apo- 
troublmg  him  with  an  inPcrnia- 
ivjal;  but  ainong  true  friends 
noiMng  mdiH-Vrent,  and  what 
-m  of  no  CDnltquencero  oihers, 
ijttTcourfei  of  this  nature  it's*' 
lid  vahie.  A  by-ftander,  unac- 
with  p'iy»  may  fantVi  per- 
\t  the  counters  are  of  no  nior: 
an  'hey  appear^  bat  thole  who 
;ed  in  the  game,  know  ihey  are 
iU«icrcd  at  a  higher  rate.  Voii 
w  my  allutions  from  the  fcene 
c:  apVopricty  which  the  critics, 
upon  fome  occafions   recom- 

often  wonderc'.l  what  odd  v/him 
ft  Induce  the  healrhy  to  follow 
into  places  of  this  fort,  and  hy 

of  thr-ir  divt-rfions  amidil  th* 
•!chcd  parr  of  cnir  fpccies:  one 
naginc  an  h.^lpital  the  hll  fpot 
)rld,  to  which  thofe  who  are  in 
f  pteafurc  way  Id  think  of  re- 

Howevcr,  fo  It  is;  and  by  (his 
le  company  here  furnifh  out  a 
ncdy  of  the  moft  lingular  kind. 
3me  are  literally  dying*  othert 
•in^  in  metaphor;  and  in  one 
u  arc  prcfcnted  with  the  real, 
lufhiTwith  &c  f.mtaflical  psins 
:ind.    An   ifjnorant  ipeitator 


TVNBIID6C,  AYCVIT  4 

might  be  apt  to  fufpe6(,  that  each  party 
wa*  endeavouring  to  qualify  itfelf  for 
a^ing  in  the  op()ofite  charafler:  for  the 
infirm  cannot  labour  more  earncf\l .-  to 
recover  tlic  ftrength  ihey  have  lort,  than 
the  robuft  to  diftipate  that  which  tliey 
pcifcfs.  Thus  the  difeafH  pafs  noit 
more  anxious  nights  In  their  t>cds,  than 
t-10  healthy  at  the  hazard-tables;  aud  I 
frequently  fee  a  game  at  quadrille  occa* 
fion  as  fevere  difquietudes  as  a  fii  of  th« 
pout.  As  for  myfclf,  I  perform  a  Ibrtof 
midillepart  in  thi?  motley  drama,  a  >d  ant 
fometimcs  difpcied  to  jjin  with  the  in- 
valids in  envying  the  hc:;l:hy,  and  f^me- 
times  have  fpirits  enough  to  mix  with 
the  pay  in  pitying  the  fpirnetlc. 

The  truth  is,  I  have  fq\ind  fome  be* 
nefit  by  the  waters;  but  I  (hall  not  b« 
(b  tanguine  as  to  pronoun  re  with  cer- 
tainty of  their  effects,  tili  I  Ice  how  they 
enable  n:e  te  pafs  through  the  approach* 
ing  winter.  That  feafon,  you  know,  is 
the  time  of  trial  with  mc;  and  if  I  gei 
over  the  next  with  more  eafe  than  the 
laft,  I  fhill  think  myfelf  obliged  to  ce- 
]ebr:«te  the  nymph  uf  thrtir  iprings  in 
grateful  fonnet 

But  let  times  andf  eafons  operate  as 
the)'  may,  there  is  one  part  of  me  over 
which  they  will  have  no  power;  and  in 
all  the  changes  of  this  uncertain  confti« 
tution,  my  heart  will  tver  continue  iixed 
and  firmly  yours.    I  am^  Sec. 


LETTER   LXV. 


TO  ORO 

*  others  confider  you  for  thofe 
pie  pofleflioas  you  cr.ioyi  fuffer 
jT,  tiiat  it  i<i  your  application  of 
»ne  which  renders  either  them 
'aluablein  myeftimation,  Ycur 

roofs  and  elegant  accommoda- 
an  view  without  the  lealt  emo- 
^vy:  but  when  I  obferve  you 
lit  power  of  exerting  the  no- 
>*>«  of  your  exalted  generolity— 

/  coni'els,  J  a/n  ajpt  io  reflcA, 


.ST£S. 

MAY  6,  i735. 
with  fome  regret,  en  the  hun.bler  fup- 
plics  of  my  own  more  limited  fin  mces. 
Nihil batet  (lo  fpeak  of  )Ou  in  the  (ume 
language  that  the  fint  of  orators  ad- 
drcflcd  the  greateki  of  emperors  )y0/-/avtf 
tua  majut,  quam  ut  poffls\  nee  nafura 
melius,  quam  ut  *vtlisfervare  quamplu^ 
rimos.  To  be  able  to  ibften  ilie  cala- 
mities of  mankind,  and  inf9ire  ^lasi- 
nefs  into  a  Vvwix.  oo^\^^edk  -hhw^  'fi%.Ti\>'>* 
iadetd  the  uobXevV  v^^^>^^?  ^"^  ^"^  ^^ 
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tirsrcd  fortune:  but  to  exerciie  thtt  pri- 
viletje  ill  all  it*s  generous  refinementt, 
i%  an  ijiftiiice  of  the  mod  uncommdii 
elegance  both  of  temper  and  uhderftand- 

In  the  ordinary  difpenfations  of  boon- 
ty,  little  addrefs  i$  required:  but  when 
it  is  ^  be  applied  to  thofe  of  a  fuperior 
r^nk  and  moi-e  elevated  mind,  there  it 
as  much  chanty  difcovcred  in  the  maa- 
mr  at  in  the  meafure  of  one^K  benevo- 
lence. It  is  fometlnng  extremely  mor- 
tifying to  a  well -formed  fpirit,  to  fee  it- 
fclf  confidered  as  an  objedof  compaflion; 
as  it  it  the  part  of  improved  humanity  to 
humour  thit  honell  pride  in  our  nature^ 
and  to  relieve  the  neceflitiet  without  of* 
fending  the  delicacy  of  the  diftrefTed. 


I  have  (een  charity  (if  charity  it  mFght 
be  called)  infult  with  an  air  ofptty,  and 
wound  at  the  fame  time  that  it  healed. 
But  I  have  feen  too  tlie  highcft  munif.- 
cence  dilpenle<i  with  the  molt  r% fined 
tendetncfsy  and  a  bounty  conferred  with 
as  much  addrefs  as  the  molt  artful  would 
employ  in  foliciting  one.  Suffer  me, 
Orontes,  upon  this  finglc  occasion,  lo 
gratify  my  own  inclinations  in  violence 
to  yours,  by  pointing  out  the  particular 
inftance  I  have  in  my  \iew;  and  allow 
me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  join  my  ac- 
knowledgments, with  thofe  of  the  un- 
fortunate perfon  I  recommend  to  your 
protcAion,  for  the  j^encrout  afTiftance 
you  lately  afforded  Lim.    I  am,  &c. 


LETTER   LXVI. 


TO   CLEORA. 


SHALL  I  own  to  you  that  I  cannot 
repent  of  an  offaice  which  occafioned 
to  agreeable  a  reproof?  A  cenfure  con- 
veyed in  fuch  genteel  tei-ms,  charms 
more  than  correfit,  and  tempts  rather 
than  reforms.  I  am  fiire,  at  lealt,  though 
I  (hould  regret  the  crime,  I  fhall  alwa^t 
admire  the  rebuke,  and  long  to  kifs  the 
hand  that  chafteneth  in  fo  plcafing  a 
manner.  However,  I  Ihail  for  the  fu- 
ture ftri^ly  purfuc  your  orders,  and  have 
lent  you  in  this  fecond  parcel  no  other 
hookt  than  what  my  own  library  fup- 

{>Iied.  Among  thete  vou  will  find  a  col- 
e^ ion  of  letters:  I  Jo  not  recommend 
them  to  you,  having  never  read  them; 
nor  indeed  am  I  acquainted  with  their 
chani£lers;  but  they  prefented  themfelvet 
lo  my  hands  as  I  was  tumbling  over 
iotne  others:  fo  I  threw  them  in  with 
the  reft,  and  gave  them  a  chance  of 
adding  to  your  amufement.  I  wifh  I 
could  meet  with  any  thing  that  had  even 
the  leaft  probability  of  contributing  to 
mine.    But-*- 

Porlomc  of  the^, 
Whither  fhall  I  beuke  me,  where  fubfift? 

Milt. 

Time,  that  reconciles  one  to  mod  things, 
has  not  been  able  to  render  your  ablence 
in  any  degree  lefs  unaafy  to  me.  I  may 
rather  be  faid  to  haunt  tlie  houfe  in 
which  1  ViYt,  than  to  make  one  of  cb€ 
AmtJy.  Iwilk  in  and  our  of  the  roomi 
^Mkc  Bit&kfs  fpiriti  for  2  never  fpcak 
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till  I  am  fpoken  to,  and  tlien  generally 
anlwer,  like  Banco*8  ghoft  in  Macbeth, 
with  a  deep  figh  and  a  nod.  Thus  ab- 
(IraAed  from  every  thing  about  me,  I 
am  yet  quite  ruined  for  a  hcnnit,  and 
find  no  more  (atisfaAion  in  retirement^ 
than  you  do  in  the  company  of  *  *  *• 

How  often  do  I  wifh  m)'f£lf  in  pof- 
feflion  of  that  famous  ring  you  were 
mentioning  the  other  day,  which  had 
the  property  of  rendering  thofe  who 
wore  it  invifible!  I  would  rather  be 
mafter  of  this  wonderful  umque^  than  of 
the  kingdom  which  Gyget  gained  by 
meant  of  it{  as  I  might  tlwn  attend 
you,  like  your  guardian  angel,  without 
cenfiireor  obflru^lion.  How  agreeable 
would  it  be  to  break  out  upon  you,  like 
^ncas  from  his  cloud,  where  you  leaft 
expelled  me;  and  join  again  the  dear 
companion  of  my  fortunes,  in  fpight  of 
that  relentlefs  power  who  ha!»  railed  fo 
many  cruel  florms  to  deflroy  us!  But 
whillt  I  employed  this  extraordinary 
ring  to  thcfe  and  a  thoufand  other  pleaf« 
ing  purpofet,  you  would  have  nothinr 
to  apprehend  from  my  being  invelied 
with  fuch  an  invifible  faculty.  That 
innocence  which  guards  and  adorns  my 
Cleora  in  hermottgayind public  hours, 
attends  her,  I  well  know,  in  hei*  mofi 
private  and  retired  ones;  and  ihe  who 
aiwaya  bAs  as  under  the  e^^  of  the  hell 
of  BeingSi  hat  nothing  to  tear  from  the 
fecrei  inC^edioA  of  any  mortal.  Adieu. 
1  imi  ^Q* 
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LETTER    LXVII. 


TO   EUPHRONIVS. 


IP  you  received  tbe  Arft  account 
of  my  lort  from  other  bands  than 
miney  vou  rnuft  impute  U  to  the  dejec- 
tion oi  mind  into  which  that  accident 
threw  me.  The  blow,  indeed,  fell  with 
1DO  much  fev*.  '*\'f  to  leave  me  capable 
of  recolleAing  m^ ."elf  enough  to  wiiie  to 
you  immediateiv)  at  there  cannot,  per- 
hipf ,  be  ai  greater  (hock  to  a  brealt  of 
any  renAbility*  than  to  (ee  it's  earliell 
and  nsoft  valuable  conneAiont  irrepara- 
bly broken;  than  to  find  irfelf  for  ever 
torn  from  tbe  firft  and  moft  endeared 
objfA  of  irs  higheft  veneration.  At 
Itift,  the  afTcftion  and  tiieem  I  bore  to 
that  excellent  parent  were  founded  upon 
fomany  and  fuch  uncommon  motives^ 
that  uis  death  has  given  me  occafion  to 
liment  not  only  a  moft  tender  father^ 
but  a  moft  valuable  friend. 

That  I  can  no  longer  enjoy  the  bene- 
fit of  his  animating  example,  is  one 
imong  the  many  aggravating  circcm- 
ftinces  of  my  amiAionj  and  I  often  np- 

Ely  to  myfell.  what  an  excellent  antient 
as  faid  upon  a  firoilar  occalion,  yircor 
M  MUMC  mgUgeMtiui  vpuam.  There  is 
aothiDgy  in  tnitby  puts  us  fo  much  upon 
our  gaardp  as  to  aft  under  the  conllant 
infpeAion  of  one,  whofe  virtues,  as 
«tU  as  yon,  have  rendered  venerable. 


'  Never,  indeed,  did  the  dignity  of  good- 
licls  appear  more  irrefiftibie  in  any  man : 
Vet  there  was  Ibmething  at  the  fame 
time  (b  gentle  in  his  manners,  fuch  an 
innoccncy  and  chearfulnefs  in  his  con« 
veriuion,  that  he  was  as  fure  to  gain 
>&ftion  as  to  inrpire  reverence. 

It  has  been  obrerved  (and  I  think, 
by  Cowley)  That  a  man  in  much 
Wioefs  muft  either  make  hirnfelf  a 
ksave,  or  the  world  will  make  him  a 
fool.  If  there  it  any  truth  in  this 
observation,  it  is  not,  however,  without 
sn  exception .  My  father  was  early  en- 
gaged io  the  great  fi»?nes  of  buunefs, 
where  he  continued  almoft  to  his  vei  y 
laft  hourt  jrct  be  prsicrved  his  tnteerity 
ifm  and  unbroken,  through  all  tnola 
powerful  aflaulti  he  muft  neceftarily 
aire  encountered  in  fo  long  a  couffe  of 
aAioa. 
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If  it  were  juftice,  indeed,  to  hi«  otlicr 
virtues,  to  finglc  out  any  p:i;ricuiar  one 
as  fliining  w'lih  luperior  luftrc  to  the  reft, 
I  fliould  paint  to  hii  piobiiy  as  the 
brighteft  part  of  his  chura^ler.  But  tlio 
truth  is,  the  whcilc  tcnur  of  his  conduft 
was  une  uniform  exercife  uf  ivcry  moral 
quality  ihJt  can  .uiurn  and  exalt  human 
nature.  To  defend  the  injuied,  to  re- 
lieve the  indigent,  to  proteA  the  diftitir« 
ed,  was  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  all  hia. 
endeavours ,  and  his  principal  mutive 
both  for  engaging  and  |H.iTtverin^  in 
his  profediun  was,  to  cnaole  himfclf 
more  abundantly  to  gi'atify  fu  glorioua 
ail  .•■..'.■  '.on. 

No  man  had  a  higlipr  relidi  of  the 

f>1rafures  of  retired  and  contemplative 
ifej  as  none  wa>  more  quil'.Hed  to  enter 
into  thofe  cnlm  i'ctuts  witli  greater  eafe 
and  dignity.  He  had  nothing  to  make 
h;:n  defirsus  of  flyinc;  from  the  reflec- 
tions of  his  own  mind,  nor  any  pallions 
v/hich  his  mo<lcratc  patrimony  would 
not  have  been  more  tha-i  lufBcier.t  to 
have  gratified.  But  to  live  for  himfelf 
only,  wns  not  confiftent  witli  his  gene- 
ral!-;  and  enlarged  ftntimenfs.  It  was  a 
Atiiit  of  i»tT.tvolcnci:  that  led  him  into 
the  a^ive  fctrnes  of  the  woild;  which 
upon  any  other  principle  h**  wouM  either 
never  have  eiuerfd,  wr  foon  have  re- 
nounced. And  it  was  tbut  godlike 
fpirit  which  conduf^'id  and  fupported 
him  throup.h  bis  uC^fnl  prorrcfs,  to  tlie 
honour  and  intereft  oi  hi",  family  ^nd 
friends,  and  to  ilii-  'pon.^fit  of  every  crea* 
ture  thnt  could  pc.fn>'ly  be  comprehend- 
eti  within  the  eKtenfive  circle  of  hii  be- 
neficence. 

I  well  know,  my  d«r  Euphronius, 
the  high  rpj.inl  you  pay  to  cvry  cha- 
racter of  merit  in  ^nerai,  and  the  eitt^rt 
in  which  you  heid  this  molV  viiuablo 
man  in  particular.  I  am  lure,  there- 
fore, yon  would  not  forgive  nir,  were  I 
to  make  an  apology  for  leaving  with  you 
this  private  monument  of  my  veneratioa 
for  a  parent,  whofe  ieaft  and  lovi*eft  claim 
to  my  gratitude  and  efteem  is,  that  I  ani 
indebted  to  him  for  my  birth.  Adieu. 
4  am,  &c. 


naium 


MiEB 


riTZOSBORNE^S    LETTERS. 


LETTER   LXVIII. 


TO   FHILOTES. 


IAm  particularly  pleafcd  with  a  paf- 
fagc  in  Homer,  wherein  Jupiier  i« 
fcprefcnted  as  taking  oil"  his  eyes,  wlia 
a  I'oit  of  fatirty,  from  the  horror  of  the 
£eW  of  battle,  and  relieving  hinifclf 
with  a  view  of  the  Hippotnolgi;  a  people 
famous,  it  feems,  for  their  innocence 
and  fimplicity  of  manners.  It  is  in  ci- 
der to  pra£ltle  the  fame  kind  of  experi- 
liiCfit,  and  give  ray  (elf  a  (hort  reminion 
from  that  fcene  of  turbulence  and  con- 
tention in  which  I  am  enga^^ed,  that  I 
now  turn  my  thoughts  on  yon.  Phi  lores, 
whofe  temperance  and  moderation  may 
well  juftify  me  in  calling  you  a  modern 
Hippomolgian. 

I  forget  which  of  the  antients  it  is, 
that  recommends  this  method  of  think- 
ing over  the  virtues  of  one's  acquaint- 
ance: but  I  am  fure  it  is  fometimes  ne- 
ceflary  to  d»  fo,  in  order  to  keej)  one's 
fdf  in  humour  with  our  fpecies,  and 
prcfcrve  the  fpirit  of  philanthropy  from 
being  entirely  cxtlnguiOied .  Thole  who 
frequent  the  ambitious  walks  of  life,  are 
apt  to  take  their  el^imate  of  mankind 
from  the  fmall  part  of  it  that  lies  before 
them,  and  confider  the  reft  of  the  world 
as  praCtifrng,  in  different  and  under- 
partSy  the  fame  treichei^'  and  difTimuIa- 
tion  which  marks  out  the  charafters  of 
their  fuperiors.  It  is  difficult  indeed  to 
prefeiTe  the  mind  from  failing  into  a 
general  contempt  of  our  race,  whilft  one 
18  converfant  with  the  worli  part  of  it. 
I  labour,  however,  as  much  as  pofliible, 
to  guard  againft  that  ungenerous  dil- 
pofition ;  as  nothing  is  lo  apt  to  kill 
tliofti  feeds  of  benevolence  which  every 


man  fhculd  enderivour  tc  cu 
brcaft. 

Ill  furely,  therefore,  ha^ 
employed  their  talents,  wh 
our  rprc:es  the  ohju-cl  of 
and  afttf^letl  to  luhuue  the 
derogr^ting  frrm  the  virtues 
min  hv:ait.  }>ul  it  will  he 
lieve,  upon  an  impartial  < 
that  there  is  more  folly  th 
our  natures,  and  that  nnn 
aft  wron.i;  ihn.uijh  ignera 
(ign.  Perhnp.'.  tlie  niie  luc 
man  m-.rit  h  neither  to  bt 
the  hiftorits  of  former  tip.!' 
what  paflcs  in  the  more  fti 
of  the  prelent  gencr^tiftn. 
virtues  have,  piobahly,  bi 
mort  obfcurc;  and,  I  am  p 
all  agfs  of  ilie  woil;!,  more 
roifin  has  been  overlooked  ai 
than  either  lecoidcl  or  obfe 
{iliquid  Jivinu:ny  as  TuJly 
ccltiiial  rpark  which  ever 
coolly  contemplates  his  cwi 
difcover  within  him,  opera 
lead  look  for  it,  and  ofti 
noblcli  prod  u 6)  ions  of  virtu 
and  obl'curity  of  life. 

But  it  h  time  to  quit  fp 
aftion,  and  return  to  theco 
oftiiC  world.  I  Ihall  ccrtaii 
moi  i:  ndvania^c,  by  keeping 
in  my  vitwj  as  I  ftiall  cntei 
terefls  of  nnnkind  with  n 
by  t'.ius  coiifidering  the  v 
honeft  heart  us  lets  fingul: 
i'cmetiincs  incliaed  lo  fuppt 
I  am,  &c. 


LETTER    LXIX. 


LE  T  it  not  be  any  difcouragenlent  to 
you,Philotcs,  that  you  have  hither- 
to received  but  little  fattsfa£tion  from 
thofe  noble  fpeculations  wherein  you  are. 
employed.     *  Truth,*  to  ufe  the  ex- 
prtlRon  of  the  exceiknt  Mr.  Wollafton** 


TO  THE   SAME. 

AVC1 

*  is  the  offspring  of  unbr< 
'  tions,  and  o\  thoughts 
'  and  conefted.'  It  rcc 
great  patience  and  refolutic 
thar  cloud  of  darknefs  whi 
her;  or  (if  you  will  allov 
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lilofopher  for  my  allufion)  to 
lip  from  that  piotbuiid  well  in 
s  li«s  concealed, 
if,  howeveri  luch  a  general  con- 
n  the  operatiuns  of  n^rure,  that 
very  even  of  a  iwi^t  'riiih  cp;:ns 
:a  nunibcrleftt  oiher^}  and  wlica 
mind  has  hit  upon  a  right  icenr, 
ot  wholly  purlue  her  enquiries 

mznt'svagie  ftrf^pt  firat 
tKTtriun:  tmttFltufrsrd-  qu'it'et^ 
I  hfiiterufit  vfft'!£ia  rerta  n)  ail 
<x  alio  ptr  te  tute  ipfc  v'^^ere 
t  p^trriiy  caca/fue  lauhrji 
•mmes,  et  vcruwi  pretral-tre  Ude, 

LucaxT* 

ift  be  owned,  ncvertiiclds,  that, 
viniT  exerted  alloiirf.irucity  and 
,  we  (lull  fca/cc  ar:  jve  at  cer- 
I  many  IjHrciilative  liuths.  Pro- 
does  not  Icem  to  have  intended 
fhouUi  ever  he  in  polTcllion  cf 
•ative  knawitdgc,  bi.^cnd  a  very 
compafs}  th<'vi-:h  m  ihe  lime 
Cunnot  be  fnp'.H'irl,  without  the 
injuUice  to  the  b(ii«;volcnt  Au- 
oiir  ninures,  th-it  he  has  left  any 
y  truths  wi  hout  evident  notes  of 
»on.  But  while  the  powers  of 
id  are  thus  Imltrd  in  their  ex- 
,d  greitly  fa'lil»le  likewjfc  in  their 
)n«,  is  it  not  p.mnzing,  Philotos, 
ankind  fhould  infnlt  each  other 
nence  in  opinion,  and  treat  every 
that  oppofes  their  cWn  with  ob- 
md  contempt  ?  Is  it  not  amazing 
rcature  with  talents  !o  precarious 
rcumfcrib^d,  fhould  ul'nrp  that 
T.ce  vchich  can  orly  belong  to 
uperior  beinga  anil  clnim  a  dt'fvf 
^hich  is  due  to  ptrfcfiior.  ;ilonc  ? 
the  grent.ll  nrrog:sr.ct  ti.at  ;;ver 
.  into  the  human  hrur,  is  that 
not  only  pictcml**  to  bi:  politivc 
n  points  wherein  the  belt  and 
have  dilViiiieed,  bui  U.oks  down 
1  the  inloli  nt  fuperitirity  of  con- 
ous  pity  on  thole  whole  impartial 
ngs  have  led  ihem  into  oppoilte 
fiuns. 

re  is  nothing,  perhips,  more  evi- 
Han  that  qur  intclleflua!  faculties 
:  formed  by  onegcnernl  ftandani ; 
mfequently  that  diveifiry  of  opi- 
of  the  very  efl»:nce  of  our  natures, 
ns  probable  that  this  dil'parity  ex- 
nren  to  our  fenfitivc  powtrty  and 
we  agice  indeed  in  giving  the 


fame  names  to  certain  vidble  ippear- 
ances,  as  whi^enM's,  for  inftance,  t9  . 
fno  A- ;  yet  it  is  by  no  means  demonftra- 
tioi',  that  the  p^ticular  body  which 
niftcts  us  with  that  fenfation,  r^ifes  the 
fame  preci(c  idea  in  any  two  perfons  who 
fluU  h.ippen  to  contemplate  it  together. 
Thus  I  i^^^  often  heard  you  mention 
ycur  youn^'cll  daughter  as  being  the 
cx'.ici  counter-part  of  her  mother :  novr 
fi;e  does  >  ot  appear  to  me  to  rcfemble 
her  in  any  (Ingle  feature.  To  what  can 
this  diiagreement  in  our  judgmenu  h% 
owii^g^  but  to  a  difference  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  our  organs  of  fight?  Yet  as  julU 
ly,  Philotes,  might  you  difclaim  nie  for 
your  friend,  and  look  upon  me  with 
contempt  fur  nut  difcovenng  a  fimilitude 
which  appears  fo  evident  to  your  eyes  5 
as  any  man  can  abufe  or  dcfpife  anoth^ 
for  not  apprehending  the  force  of  that 
ai  gument  which  carries  convi6lion  to  bis 
own  underlianding. 

Uappy  h;ul  it  bten  for  the  peace  of 
the  world,  if  our  maintainers  of  fyitemSf 
ei;her  in  religion  or  politics,  had  con- 
du6Ud  their  ievcral  debates  with  the  full 
imprcflion  of  this  truth  upon  their  minds. 
Genuine  pliilofuphy  is  ever,  indeed,  the 
Ivaft  dogmatical  J  and  f  am  always  in- 
clined to  fufpeft  the  force  of  that  argu- 
ment which  is  obtruded  with  arrogance 
and  ftrfficlei.cy, 

I  am  wonderfully  plea  fed  with  a  paf- 
faj[c  I  met  with  the  other  day  in  the 
preface  to  Mr.  Boyle*s  Philofophical 
£  flays }  and  would  recommend  that  cau- 
tious fpint,  by  which  he  profefLs  -to 
have  ccndu6lcd  himfelf  in  his  phyfical 
refearches,  as  worthy  the  imitation  of 
enquirers  after  truth  of  every  kind. 

•  Pcj  hap>  you  will  wonder,*  fays  he, 

*  that  in  .dmort  everyone  of  the  follow- 

*  ing  efr<ys,  I  (hould  ufe  fo  often,  fir- 

*  hap  J,  itfiems,  ''tis  not  improbable^  as 

*  argue  a  llflllenceof  the  truth  of  the 
'  opinions  I  incline  to;  and  that  I  fhould 
'  be  fo  fhv  of  laying  down  principles, 
'  and  fonictimcs  of  fo  much  as  venturing 

*  at  explications.      But  I   muft  freely 

*  confefs,  that  having  met  with  many 

*  things  of  which  I  could  giv'e  myfelf 

*  no  one  probable  caufe,  and  fome 
'  things  ofwhich  fevcral  caufes  may  be 
^  aifigned  (o  differing,  as  not  to  agree 

*  in  any  thinr:,  unlefs  in  their  being  all 
'  of  theni  probable  enough;  I  have  of- 
«  ten  found  fuch  d(f(iculue%\Tv$cMOcwA!^ 

*  into  tbe  c^\i(e%  ^tviV  vnm^^x  q\  ^\tv^% 

*  and  I  vn  fo  Ctn^Vt  c^  tos  «^tL^^^\- 
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»  litv  to  Airmount  thofe  difiicalties,  that 
«  I  dire  fjieak  confidently  and  politively 
of  very  trw  things,  except  matter  ct 
'  faft.  And  when  X  venture  to  deliver 
'  anything  byway  of  opinion,  I  ihould, 
'  if  it  wcr.-  nor  for  mere  (hame,  (peak 

*  yet  more  ditfidendy  than  I  have  been 
'  wont  to  do.    Nor  have  my  thoughts 

*  been  altogether  idle— in  forming  no- 
'  tiona  and  attempting  to  devife  hypo* 
'  thelei.    B  It  I  have  nitherto  (though 

*  not  aNrays,  ytc  not  unfrequnttly) 
^  found  that  whatpleafed  roe  for  a  while* 
'  was  foon  after  difgraccd  by  (bme  ^- 
^  ther  or  new  experiment.  And»  in- 
'  deed,  I  have  the  left  envied  many  (for 

*  I  fay  not  ail)  of  choTe  writera.  who 
'  have  taken  upon  them  to  deliver  the 

*  caufet  of  thingiy  and  explicate  the 
'  nyfteriet  of  nature,  Hnce  I  have  had 
'  opportunity  to^obferve  how  many  of 

*  tbcsr  dodrinei/after  having  been  for 

*  a  while  applauded  and  even  adniiredi 


*  have  afterwards  been  confuted  by  fomi 
'  new  phenomenon  in  nature,  vi^ich 
'  was  either  unknown  to  fuch  writers, 
'  or  not  fufiiciently  coniidcitd  by  them.* 

If  pofitivenefs  could  become  any  man 
in  any  point  of  mere  fpeculation,  itmuft 
have  fa«en  this  truly  noble  philofophcr 
when  ht  was  delivering  the  refult  of  his 
ftudies  in  a  fcience,  whcanein,  by  the 
united  confeiHon  of  the  whole  world, 
he  To  eminently  excelled.  But  be  hid 
too  much  genrrofity  toprefcribt  his  own 
notions  as  a  meaiure  to  the  jodgment  of 
others,  and  too  much  good-fetiieto  af- 
fert  them  with  neat  or  confidence. 

Whoever,  Pinlotes,  pnrfues  hit  (pe- 
culations with  this  humble  unarrogat- 
ing  temper  of  mind,  and  with  the  beft 
exertion  of  thole  faculties  which  Provl- 
dencehas  aiTigned  him,  though  hefliould 
not  find  the  conviction,  never,  fmely, 
can  he  fail  of  the  reward  of  truth,  l 
ami  &c« 


LETTER    LXX. 


TO   PAtAMEDES. 


IF  malice  had  never  broke  loofc  upon 
the  world,  till  it  feized  your  reputa- 
tion, I  might  reafonahly  condole  with 
you  on  failing  the  fir  ft  prey  to  it*8  un- 
reftraiiied  rage-.  But  this  fpeCtre  has 
haunted  merit  almoft  from  it^s  carlielt 
exiftence :  and  when  all  mankind  were 
as  yet  include<I  within  a  iingle  family, 
one  of  them,  we  know,  rofe  up  in  ma- 
lignity of  foul  againii  his  innocent  bro- 
ther. Virtue,  it  ihould  I'eem,  therefore, 
has  row  been  too  long  acquainted  with 
this  her  conftant  perfecutor,  to  be  either 
terrified  or  dcjefted  at  an  appearance  fo 
common.  The  truth  of  it  is,  (he  muit 
either  renounce  her  nobled  theatre  pf 
a£liun,  and  ieclude  herfelf  in  cells  and 
defarts,  or  be  contented  to  enter  upon 
the  flage  of  the  world  with  this  fiend  in 
htr  train.  She  cannot  triuinuh,  if  (he 
will  not  be  traduced;  and  me  fhould 
conildcr  the  clamours  of  ccnfure,  when 
joined  with  her  own  confcious  applaufe, 
a^.fo  many  acclamations  that  confirm 
h"r  vi^ory. 

Let  thole  who  harbour  this  worft  of 

human  difpofitions,  confider  the  many 

wretched  and  contemptible  circumftances 

which  sutend  it:  hut  it  it  the  b^fineft  of 

JiJm  who  unjuiUy  fu  fleers  from  it,  to  re- 


fledl  how  It  may  be  turned  to  his  advan- 
tage. Remember  then,  my  fnend,  that 
Generofity  would  lofe  baU  her  dignity, 
if  malice  did  not  contribute  to  her  ele- 
vation; and  he  that  has  never  been  in- 
jured, has  never  had  it  in  his  power  to 
exercife  the  noblell  privilege  of  hootc 
virtue.  There  is  another  confolation 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  rancour 
of  the  world,  as  it  will  inllruA  one  in 
a  piece  of  knowledge  of  the  moft  (ingu- 
lar  benefit  in  our  progrefs  through  itx 
it  will  teach  us  to  diftinguilh  genuine 
friendfhip  from  counterfeit.  For  he  only 
who  is  warmed  with  the  real  flame'  of 
amity,  will  rife  un  to  fupport  his  (ingle 
nej^ative,  in  oppofition  to  the  clamorous 
votes  of  an  undilHnguifliing  multitude. 
He,  indeed,  wlio  can  fee  a  cool  and 
deliberate  injury  done  to  his  friend, 
without  feelin>;r  bimfelf  wounded  in  his 
mofl  fenfible  part,  has  never  known  the 
force  pf  the  moll  t^erous  of  all  the  hu- 
man afteflioni.  £very  man,  who  has 
not  taken  the  facred  name  of  friendfhip 
in  vain,  will  fubfcribe  to  thofe  (rnti- 
ments  which  Homer  puts  into  the  mouth 
of  Achilles,  and  which  Mr.  Pope  hat 
opened  and  enlarged  with  fuch  inimi- 
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A  ^rn'rcusf"::-  :ci«*p  no  C'ili;n»-.i"i.i-^: '.  ..v. ., 

h  '■■•    >         ,     . 
On.-  fn-uio  "•jr  int'f'Mi  u,  1   i-.r  p..r.i..iii  b"j 
Mv  rrienJin>.llh.it«iliC  nun  that  injures  nir. 

ix.  6C9. 

It  may  j;rc.i?lv  ^\Co  allav  the  pain  which 
attfnu»  cric  wourvts  or  i{(  tam:r:oii,  an;t 
Wf.icii  aic  ai.v.iy:.  inuit  {evrirdy  i'clt  hy 
thofc  who  Ic'kli  ficlet  vt;  thim,  to  rctleft, 
that  thou^ii  in:ihce  gcncraily  flinp  the 
firll  ftoiie,  :t  is  i'uliv  and  ignorance,  it 
is  intioience  or  iirciblutioii,  whicli  ate 
uniicip^iiiv  cunceinccl  in  iwi.iliiiir  the 
heap.  When  the  tide  of  ceniiiie  runs 
ftrongly  agninft  any  particnhir  chaiac- 
ter*  the  gcneialliy  ofmanicind  aa*  tu<» 
carelefs  or  too  impotent  to  withlUnd  the 
current;  and  thus,  without  any  parti - 
cuhr  ma'ice  in  their  own  naiurrs,  are 
often  iniiol  otly  carried  jlon«f  with 
others,  b^  tamrly  falling  in  with  the  ge- 
neral itieain.  The  huniber  of  thole  who 


i\\.\y  r.v.cir.  o  l-  I.-iini,  will  woTjilnfulIy 
j'.-:It!i  Tiiiji  i!i'.'  t'.e'i'.iC^i;,!.s  which  iiriy 
jV.iily  hc'm.:tl-w  of  ihis  lo;t:  and  iherup 
or  ur.iull  ivprorich  mult  lartlylolbiniKli 
c)t'  ii's  bittcrncls,  where  one  is  (icrfua'icd 
that  inalcvtilence  has  the  leall  fhare  in 
niin^Iin^  t!ie  draught.  For  nothing, 
perhaps,  ihng't  a  generous  mind  more 
i'enfibiy  in  wrongs  of  this  fort,  than  to 
coniider  them  as  evidences  of  a  general 
malignity  in  human  nature.  But  from 
whatever  cuufes  thefe  Itorms  may  arife. 
Virtue  would  notbetruf:  to  her  own  na- 
tive privileges,  if  fhe  fuffered  herfelf  to 
fmk  under  tliem.  It  is  from  that  Itrength 
ari-l  Brmnefs,  which  \iprighc  intentions 
will  ever  Iecurc:o  an  honeft  mind,  that 
Paiameiies,  I  am  pcriliadcd,  will  iland 
fuperior  to  rhofe  unmerited  reproaches 
which  aflTault  his  charadcr,  andpreferve 
an  unhrokc-n  repofe  amidft  the  little  noiie 
and  lliife  of  ignorant  or  malicious 
tongues.    Farewel.     1  am,  &c. 


LETTER    LXXI. 


THE R  K  15  ro  nd vantage  which  at- 
tends a  po[.!i!ar  j.cnii.s  tlirit  I  am 
fo  much  irclii.rii  t.^  ei.v\,  as  t'.v  pi.vi- 
lege  of  reiuii-iin;;  mejii  cont;  tiivu*. 
An  author  who  h:is  r.-'c!  t  .c  ..tteiitio'i 
of  »hc '^'iihlic  10  ins  p,\  .ii/^ii-jus,  and 
giinrd  a  wIkjIc  narion  scr  riis  aud'fnce, 
insy  be  cnniKlii  cd  as  i;iiar-.lian  of  tlie 
temple  of  Fam«*,  and  invcited  with  the 
pi««  ogtrive  of  ;;'v'.ni;  tnrr^.nci:  to  wliotr,- 
fcjvtr  \'.t  d.;eir.s  wjstliv  c.f  :ii.:  .'•lur;-  i-s 
dl^Jfi^'i  n,  B'ft  t''C  p-  «•!«  or  .'.rjcidi- 
nary  wrivr  obfttuits  rather  ih^n  ad- 
vnnce»  tlichorourduc  to  inL'.ir,  ani!  i;il- 
lie^  ih'j  I'l.lrt:  it  ineaijs  ic  teiibi^ti-.  Ii!!- 
po:r:ii  p-Jiiijyvif,  optrTcs.  liice  a  bii^ht 
w'jrrrverir  tn!s,  and  tnjiirc*  ail  that  it 
tTichc.  y\cc'r  'ingiy.  Kerry  the  IV.  of 
F:  •::'-r  w  .>  w.i:v  humoroiilly  10  :iicribc 
his  cjriy  c.icy  hairs  to  rhe  elfc^  of  num- 
Lerlefs  'Mc'cLtd  coiripl:nients,  vhich 
were  paid  lirn  by  a  cr.it.i:n  ridiculous 
CiMiui'  ^f  lii'^  :i.ii  s.  '  Hut  tlioii^ii  the 
wfc'idi''  of  ^"(»ily  tiioutd  not  di'^gracc  the 
ica^ple  rhey  .u.jonnd;  they  withcj,  at 
lea  it,  as  foi  o  ii-  u«i--vt  J:  an«l  if  they 
ii'O'Id  re*  f  f  cii;:".:;- L-,  moll  cert.iii.ly, 
hoA'tit!,  lii  .  ■•.I.',  l.tf  nannint.  V*'..'ie- 
afc  tlvo/cv  oji  the  :v::/i.iiv^  v>j(.']  wli.di 


TO   PHILOTES, 

APRIL  9,   1740* 

an  Horace  or  a  Boilcau,  an  Addifonor 
a  P  .pe,  hive  crowned  ii:e  viri  ues  of  their 
ct»nie;nptirar::  s,  arc  a-,  ptrmancr*  as 
tiiry  a:sr  il!iiitriou«5,  and  will  prelerve 
thtlr  twloiirs  and  fiagr.ince  to  rLinotetl 
a-c-;. 

Ir  I  co:r.d  thus  w.nve  the  garlands  of 
nnf.»ii;n:^:\i.pi^iil'.*j  it' I  were  in  the  num- 
ber ot  iMolc  chclcn  fpiri:s  whole  appro- 
bat  ion  is  f.ui.e,  your  lVicn<l  ftiould  not 
want  th  If  il:i\ip;'j!i{hin«;  trii>nte  which 
hn  vir!ir'J«i  (tiiLrvc,  and  you  rcqueft. 
I  wwuli!  tcll  the  woild  (and  tell  it  in  a 
vole-  thnt  flioul'.l  lie  he:iid  far  and  re. 
nioinb'.u!  hw:;)  that  Kurcbcs,  with  all 
the  kui'-Al  iljiO  anil  cxp»:iience  of  thefe 
Intrr  ^;J|;'.•^,  h  ij  ail  thiijnnoccnce  and  fiin- 
p)icit>  i)f  the  ejrlieli:  that  he  enforces 
the  dcihinrs  of  his  facrod  funflion,  not 
with  tiic  v.tiii  pomp  of  (>llentatious  elo* 
qMencw',  hut  with  the  far  more  power- 
ful pt-niwirun  of  a^ivc  and  exemplary 
virtue:  'iiir  I;-.'  f^jfsens  the  icvcrity  of 
p:ec*.pr  wirh  t!:c  c.de  finJ  familidriiy  of 
cur.vc:  iHiion,  and  by  gcncioully  mmg« 
|ingw:cii  me  nicanett  cummiticd  to  his 
c  i.i.,  iii'.::.uj.c*  the  iniinic^or  ur.dci  xhn 
ill  •»!  .!..v.xin\-.i:\'»o;\;  0..v\.'«\v\\v\Mt\\\Vk» 


FITZOSBORNR'S    LETTERS. 


he  ftil!  ttims  hi?  re^snls  to  the  puMic, 
anti  t'lr.pl^v*  his  j^rr.u«,  his  in<'':lhy, 
anil  hi*  !\  r.unr,  in  prr.lcculinfi[  and  per- 
fc5iinfif  rhoic  di'C'v*'  ••:,  which  tend 
molt  to  tli-i  r^eiicral  benefit  ot  mankind  z 
in  a  void,  'n.»t  v/ hi  1ft other s  (»t" his  order 
are  co-item'/jij;  for  the  ambitions  prizes 
of  ecdelKiliical  digniiirs,  it  is  hi«  glori- 
ous pr.henincnce  lo  merit  the  highcft, 
without  enioying  or  loiiciting  even  the 
loweli.  This,  nnd  yet  more  than  this, 
the  woHd  Hioiild  hear  of  your  friend,  if 
the  world  were  inclmed  to  iiften  to  my 
voice.   But  though  you,  perhaps,  Phi- 


lo*e«,  may  be  willing  to  § 
to  my  Mufc, 

F»Iicx  t^t  stijuidfufare  rugt^i 

can  fhc  hope  to  find  favoi 
the  fight  of  the  public  ?  I 
rather  content  mytelf  with 
miration  of  thofe  viitues, 
not  worthy  to  celebrate;  ; 
others  to  pi. ice  ih  good  w. 
bw'S  where  ihev  ma)  Jb'ui 
mtn.    I  am,  a:c. 


LETTER    LXXIL 


TO    THE    SAME. 


THT^  vilits  oC-i  friend,  like  thofe  of 
thr  un  at  thi-i  ivifon,  arecxireine- 
Iv  cniiyvTTir.g.  I  in  jure  nt  \t:\\\  tivy 
wr.iiid  both  ''C  p;«'»if':l.»j!v  .-ccvprnhlc 
to  me  at  pitlent,  'vJ-.j.i  vw  mij.J  is  n- 
much  ovfrcart  as  th-  ht..v\-p8.  I  h.MK-, 
therefore,  you  v  j1!  ::ul  (^rop  tic  dtrli^n 
your  li»trrr  iutiin  Jci,  of  /i;wnd:  a  n  ft-w 
<i?iys  with  me  m  yi'iir  w.iy  fo  •  *  *. 
Your  com j'-..y  wil'  pevly  tcntiil»t»r«; 
to  difjierie  \\w\.t  clcuds  of  \T.r\  Miclfbly 
wh.ih  the  lof.  .f  ;«  vciy  v.ilu:jblL  fuciul 
has  h  jntT  ov-..  r-e.  'i'hcre  is  \c  i  cii,in^, 
ir.di.d,  in  ihc  fiift  mc.ntnts  r.f  fipma- 
tio:^  fii  "^  r-'-fc,  v^Ij 'in  a  d^IIy  c.im- 
merce  aiid  on:;  habirn.i*^  of  huiidfliip 
bat  ^i  r':^d  upon  ihc  l.t.ui,  thar  dsibr- 
dcrs  ij;ir  ■.  J'.oje  fntni-  <u"  ilionidit,  and 
dii'culciirs  ili  f  :ie's  i-i!;w/ir.''iU<.  Let 
Pi.ihl^■J'h^  .dliit  wuh  :hc  t:::i;.'!l  cf  her 
yautitC(i  Itivt'f'ih,  ihi;  snin.!  i-.i-.nu.t  ii)'- 
m'*'i.:it  Iv  recovrr  the  tirnv"-!"s  of  ic's 
poittijt,  when  ih  '?c  :.:r:c  hW  \y.Q;.i  up- 
on -a-' lich  !  iiit-i  ti;  ivii,  :iie  'nr-.llv  le- 
m^»v«..l.  i;  t  iM'  IV. ..I  ■;.  'i.r-ienr  oh- 
je^f  with  w'.ich  v'v  .'■:  •  i..r..^  'un  l«*. 
nii":  ir,  t;;kt  loir.?'  !;ii;d  of  ri.t»r  ir  our 
I»:»r!s;  a-.. I  *  I  ..s.'iii.l  '\,\.  !y  c:;n .'  as 
a  Crl,.»r:trd  .  •.  i  >»  fi;:s,  «a  ih  /■;'  '.t 
P  I  i):iiuiv,  4il»i^.  'I- 1,  *  i'.  h.. .»•  .  .»  4}id 
•  \..)'^  r^'di.;  I  ■^^  ,r'i  '\  |  r..-  n*  iiiii^-r  d 
^  ev..-  .i:itv  .  w.i>  a  c:;ll  !/ 

'i^  l^no.v  iiow  to  receive  the  full  f*- 


DCCF.M 

tis faction  df  3  prcfer.t  %:v\y 
vi  dirpofitioii  prepared  a^  • 
tj  yield  It  up\v!t''oui  reliii^ 
ly,  I  di^uhi,  \eci>ncilLahlc 
'^.Jin  in  Sc'p:;  di'uniud  {r 
l-.»ve,  is  a  \.\'x.  -vc  mull  be 
p.iN,  ii"\^  ■.  ^v:  iivl  cniov  t!-.i 
th  •  l>ci  .1  u.r  clionv.  On 
V  i.h.  ir.J.te.'.,  to  ^.-  \\\\v\ 
t>'.'  n;i!c'.'jj,cs  o'l  this  kuii. 
rt.'./i.'.c  iiv..  incit  it.h..f.! 
Ij:'.:.!;,  'f-.v.-  wruid  up^  n 
pi  lT« :?.  u\i\  J^i-.:'^  in  .1  Stoic ■•! 
'J'lat  :i;irK*p.t  pi.iA  ii:»phev 
ccj;;  \x  ••, ns  t/  :•  ijvcjic  wirl 
a.»  if  i!.f.y  nv.'ht  one  day  pi 
mu«.  !»  i  i'ttn  j.iitiv  cer 
vanji*';;  :'  \ci\  u:i;.;e-  i=!m:« 
U'lMt  •.■:r. ,  !i.  Ae\«'i,  :'  •• 
uay  r.t!"  •;i;t:H;ni\  rcu..-  Jc 
iii  a  nfiocl:..:  ,  incthi'i  ,, 
ei'.iei"  'A-.'  ;.•  ■.•■roni.i  :,.iulei 
of  :  V,  V  K  II  I.  F  oin  ihi 
c.  'I.J .  :..-.\,',  f  r:;.r"jrf,  cf -v 
kiui  fni'i  I  K'l  iir4ie  ii'C 
vv!::i.;.vu-  :r..i.  >rt:cji  the  rep 
I  csM  ..r  '»Ki  \ou  ad'tu, 
n.!r,.'  ng  von  :it  ihcfjmc  trn 
ful  ciiui.on  of  one  uf  your 
.;  .:urr::i:cc; 

•JJ-i.v;*.-./ ..fflFjj,   curias  non  pi 

I  am,  »tf. 
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TO    PAL 

FofiewToiild  rtle  anj  p^rtiruUi  merit 
!tC{™Jin^  lo  its  :iue  vaimtwin,  it 

"Hiw  tar  ii  cnn  be  juitlv  ciritTn.-i!  by  innn- 
•iiiliii  j/iric).ij.     I  an:  l.;i  ,  rsr   Icalf, 
*^htn  f  jc'.'ti  ihc  very  uiiconnnon  i--mi- 
Jtitms  ot'  your  l;;lt  Icttrr.  I  foun!  their 
-UsdiLioits  author  rile  in  my  i  itecm.  hy 
'■tfleftiiifif,  that  ihri-e  is  nor  :t  mort-  i.m- 
Ipilar  ch^racti-r  in   tin- wiuli;  :ii;in  mat 
ct'a  thuik:ng  m:in.     It    is   ii»t  nurtly 
Ijavinga  fj.cceflion  ol"  iil^as,  whi.h  li.;ht- 
iyflcitn  over  tile  mind,  tStut  c^n  with  any 
pixipiiciy  be  liiledby  thaiiiciir:min.*tion. 
It  i«  ofjl'crving  them  ll'p'riratcly  atid  di- 
<tin:Hy,  and  ranc»ing  thtrin  under  their 
rd'pective  cliiffcsi  :t  is  calmly  and  :K-adi- 
ly  vicwiiiiT  tMir  opinions  on  every  hdc, 
inJ  rclblutfiy  tracing  them  through  all 
thfir  coiilci^ncnces and  connection:,  that 
conlHtMrcs  the  man   oF  rcflei^ion,  and 
diilmg-.illh--^  rcalbn  from  fancy.     Pro- 
vi:icnc^>  indeed,  does  not  fecm  to  have 
t'o:ni::J  any  very  confiderahle  nuni'^cr  of 
oirfpccies  tor  an  extcnfive  exci  ciic  of 
this  higlier  faculty  i  as  Hie  thouiihts  of 
the  far  greatjr  part  of  mankind  are  nc- 
celTarily  rcftrained  v/ithin  the  ordinary 
purpolcR  oi  animal  life.    ]>ut  even  if  wx: 
look,  up  to  riiolc  who  move  in  mucli  ('j- 
pcrior  orMis,  and  who  I'.:ivc  op|:onuni- 
tits   to  imjjrove,  ns  wcil  as  Iciiuic    to 
cxercife  tht.r  undcrila:uiiii^«  \  wc  ffiali 
Andy  that  '/tintcing  i?  oiic  or   :I.C'  l.ali 
excrrtcd  jnivilej-.s  of  cuitivatLd  huma- 
nity, 

Ic  i=,  indeed,  an  o|>eraiion  of  :hc  mind 
v.hich  iir-ets  v/ith  many  ohih'iitions  to 
check  its  jaft  and  fjec  ducchon;  but 
t:.e:t;  arc  two  pilnciplis  whi^h  prevail 
inorc  or  l-^*fs  m  tiie  conltitmions  of  molt 
n»en,  that  part"',  ularly  ccntiilnite  to  keep 
this  faculty  of  thj  lonl  uiumjiloyed:  I 
meun  pride  and  indolence.  To  dcl'cend 
to  truth  throv^h  the  tedious  procrrllion 
ot  w«?li-examined  di.'ductions,  is  cunfi- 
ckred  as  a  leproach  to  the  quicknefs  of 
underlhindins;;  as  it  is  much  too  iabori- 
ous  a  metluKl  lor  any  but  tl'.ofe  who  arc 
pufll'lied  of  a  vi£;;;rous  and  refolute  ac- 
tivity of  mind.  For  this  rcat'on  the 
fTcater  pan  of  our  fpccies  generally 
ckui^  dthcy  to  feize  upon  their  coujlu- 


Honi  jLt  <n\cCf  or  iG  iikt  them  by  1^- 
bf  tird  from  othci'iSj  M  bell  fuit!\jg  wifti 
thc-.r  var.iiy  (t  their  lazi^'efi.  Acco:t1- 
inj^ly  Mr.  I,ocke  oijilrv.s,  th.it there  arc 
r.cr  lb  miry  -.'Kors  ar.d  vrong  opinions 
in  th-'  work!,  a.-^  »".  t;eiui:dly  iniagined. 
Ndt  that  hi  L'lnks  inrinkliiil  are  l»y  any 
mtans  uni.'oim  in  £m!>;:'.in'^  truth j  but 
bc^'auil-  the  lu.rority  ot  rhern,  he  main- 
tains, have  no  th-.u^iit  or  opinion  at  all 
alviur  ;  ujle.d^K'hineti  concernin;;;  which 
tht-y  ruife  ih-'  i^.'ca;elt  cLimcir.  Like 
t!ie  common  lo!  liers  in  an  army,  they 
f<»ilow  wheie  then  leadtis  direct,  with- 
out knowing,  or  cvci;  tijfju:;-iii»,  ipto 
the  caule  for  which  they  fo  warmly  con- 
tend. 

This  will  accoimt  for  the  flow  ftc;>ri 
by  which  truth  has  advanced  in  u\e 
world,  on  one  fidej  and  foi  thofeabf..i(i 
fyltems  which,  al  different  {Kriods,  nave 
had  an  univeifil  ctirrency  on  the  other. 
For  th.Te  is  a  llrange  difpofition  in  hu- 
man narure,  cither  blindly  to  tread  the 
fame  paths  that  have  btt-n  travel  Jed  by 
otlicrs,  or  to  Itrike  our  into  :he  mod  dc- 
vi(;us  rxtr''">franci(!?:  tiic  riea  .r  part 
of '.ht'  wjrld  will  iithvr  '.'tal  >  rtpounce 
f*\:ir  rerjlbn,  o;  Kail.n  r-nly  f.om  the 
Wild  tiiL-;j;tiH-.VMS>  01  an  he  .nod  imagina- 
t;-.:.-. 

}'r.  :n  t!'-  'ame  f.>«;:cc  mav  be  derived 
t'i<  I.  <'!vi,'v,i;H  :ind  anunot'ities,  which 
!)!{.•  V  Mr  ;  rv.oii  ."Ji'-^  of  ,.i'.blic  aiid  pri- 
v.i:e  Idcu-ti:  -i,  :.n  1  t.iin  the  peace  and 
h.'.rni'nv  I'f  huiuan  intcn  lurfi.  intodif- 
foi. a.  ci"  and  con:t-ntion-  Forwhilemen 
juJ.^r  and  \c\  bv  futii  n-.c:;f.»rts  as  have 
not  l:v  wM  prov«r<l  by  \\\x:  llr.rdard  of  dif- 
pafli.  ti'JLl'j  rL-..!".)n,  ibcy  nuilt  equally  bo 
mi;ra'.en  in  tii.-.Mi  ■.■.tiin;Mi-s  l>rth  of  their 
ovv;:  lii;  ^!'lc':  und  tli..:  of  i:tlicr5. 

Ii^"  v.c:  turn  s)\n- view  lifMn  aSiWe  to 
con:cmn'.itivi-  liie,  we  m:;-  K.ive  occa- 
il;)n,  pet  haps,  to  lemark.  that  thinking 
is  lio  lei's  uncommon  in  the  literary  than 
the  c'ivil  world.  The  number  ot  ihofe 
\vii:ers  who  can  with  any  ju(tnels  of 
exj:.:irion  be  teinied  thinking  ai'thors* 
wonh!  not  form  a  very  copious  library^ 
thouK^  one  were  to  lake  it\  cU  v>C  \V«X 
kind  wV\\cVv  VioU\  ■*wVlw:':iV  •>t\\  mtAw:^ 

1\  %    ,  Ssaa.t»» 
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imagine,  mini  one  exclucfe  from  a  col- 
lection of  this  fort,  all  critics,  cammen- 
tatorsy  modem  Layn  poets,  trnnrtarors, 
and,  in  fhort,  all  that  numerous  under- 
trihe  in  the  commonwealth  of  littiraturc 
that  owe  their  exigence  merely  to  the 
thoughts  cf  others.  I  (hoiild  reject  for 
the  fame  n-afon  fuch  compilers  as  Va- 
lerius Maximus  and  Aulus  Geliius: 
though  it  mull  be  owned,  indeed,  their 
works  have  acquired  an  acci<lcn»al  va- 
lue, as  the}'  prdcrvc  to  us  llvcral  cm  iotTS 
traces  of  antiquity,  wlilch  time  would 
othcnvife  have  t-ntiixrly  worn  out.  Thofe 
teeming  genufes  likewilc*,  who  liave 
projiagatcd  the  fruit-*  of  their  lludics 
through  a  long  fcrics  cf  trafts,  would 
have  fitile  pretence,  I  hciltve,  to  l>c  ad- 
mitted as  writers  of  rcfleih'on.  F.>r  this 
reafon  I  cannot  regret  ihe  lois  of  th<»ic 
incredible  nurol>ers  of  compolnlous 
which  Ibme  of  the  antients  are  fuid  to 
h^ve  proiiuced: 

^uaicfkif  C.:J/i  rap'uh  f.ri-entiui  anni 
Iitgenium\  a^fJSi  quen:  f,:mi:  '■ft  cjfc^  librifque 
Ambuftum  frcfiUs,  H  o  « • 


Thus  Epicurus,  we  are  told,  left  hehinrf 
him  three  hundred  volumes  of  his  own 
worksy  wherein  he  had  not  inliM-ted  a 
flngle  quotation;  and  we  have  it  upon 
the  authority  of  Varro's  own  words*, 
that  he  hinifelf  compofed  four  hundred 
ami  ninety  books.  Seneca  afTiires  lu, 
that  Didymus  the  Grammarian  wrote 
no  lefs  than  four  thou  land  ;  hutOrigcn, 
it  feems,  was  yet  more  prolific,  and  ex- 
tended his  performances  even  to  fix  tbou- 
fand  treatiles.  It  is  obvious  to  imajrlne 
wiih  what  fort  of  materials  the  produc- 
tions of  fuch  expeditious  wcrkmcn  wtit 
wrought  up:  found  thought  ami  well- 
matured  iefle6lions  could  have  no  fhare, 
we  may  be  fure,  in  theic  hafty  perform- 
ances. Thus  are  books  mnltipliedi 
whilft  authors  arc  fcarcej  and  fo  much 
eaficr  is  it  to  write  rban  to  rhink !  But 
(hail  I  not  myfclf,  Palamt.lrs,  vr.'vean 
inJtance  that  ir  is  f  ?,  if  1  liilwod  any 
longer  your  own  more  impoh ant  reflec- 
tions, by  inteirupting  you  \»ithluchai 
miueP    Adieu. 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER.    LXXIV. 
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manners.    The  Soul,  when  left  entirely 
to  iier  own  lolitary  contemplations,  »• 
inl'.nlibly  draAn  Iry  a  Ibrt  of  conftitu- 
tii.nal  bias,  v.Iiich  gcni-raily  leads  her 
opii)ionsto  the  fide  ul"  her  inclinations* 
ilencc  it  is  that  fhe  contra^R  thole  Pf' 
culiarillcs  of  realbning,  and  \\xi\c  taki^^ 
of  thinking,  which  fo  often  confirm  b«' 
in  the  moit  fantafticul  t-nors.     But  n^' 
tljini,r  i^  jnore  likely  to  recover  themin*^ 
fiom  this  falie  bent,  ihan  the  counte-l''^ 
w.<nkiih  of  impjitial  dibatc.     Convcf" 
ntion  opens  cur  views,  and  gives  oU^ 
t  culric*  a  more  vieojous  playj  it  put* 
11  "i  upon  turning  our  notions  on   cxcty 
Uic,  and  holds  ihem  up  to  a  light  th*^ 
tjii'lovtrs  ilioil-  latent  fl.uvs,  which  vvouM 
prcbibly    h;ive    lain    concealed    in   th^ 
glooir.  of  u.ia^;IiaiLd  abaraaion.     Ac 

•  This   F^Cage   is   t..   hf  found  in  AuN^  Cr]\r,z,  v.h'.  ^.w-trs  it  from  a  trratife  whicH 

Vain)  h.id  writtcM  concprning  ihi:  wondtr*uI  etl^iiU  :•:  the  n^imbcr  Seven.     Kur  the  fub'.f^ 

nf  ih  s  piece  cannot  be  mnre  rid^ctJoiii  liun  the  iU'.r  in  v\hic  -.  it  ;«»i>eaii  tu  have  bc-n  com 

r^/M;  for  thac  moft  learned  author  r»f  his  ri.nrs   (.,  C.cero,  if  rmitiake  nor,    fb^i-wh-r^ 

,  j/y-  him)  informal  i*i»  rmdcr*  in  tbu  v^Ttormanc.»,  je  jam  duidcimam  atr'r:.m  \,u7 


IT  is  with  much  p!t--inii<*  I  Idok  b:ick 
upon  that  pliilo"«»;.>'nral  wti 'i..  wliii  h 
1  lately  enioyed  at  ""^  *;  as  there  is  no 
parr,  jn'iiv.'.pi,  of  r.)r;;il  V.U\  which  af- 
fords i;iore  n-al  f:\lisr  '.*r?lori,  tf)an  thole 
hour.s  vkh:t!»  one  pr.^-.  »■,  in  lariorn!  and 
unrelerved  converfation.  The  fm-  ioni- 
municaiion  cf  fcnriuK'nts  an^on^lt  :i  let 
of  inij,enlous  and  !jiri'u!ai;vc  frii'iicis, 
fuchaslhofcryou  t;:i^(.  uif  ih'<'}pii  uii:iTy 
of  mi'eting,  tlirows  the  niin.l  into  riic 
uicit  advaiifng-co\;s  txncin,  ."irkl  .'luw^ 
the  itic'.^>;'h  or '•••e.iKii'rtV  <if  »'\  nj  ij.ions 
wilii  ^if:  '^r  force  of  Ci>riV:»l*fo;i,  {li.iii 
any  o^'ir^  ♦.iPt;U)d  v-  cjm  linml* a. 

Tiia;  it  ij  r.rt  j;'.:.i  jh-  ?::an  f  be 
iiiuf*t'%M>  wu::  in  n:<».-  vlCv^.^  of  wur  fpc- 
cies  than  one;  ar.d  i<  'iciy  ^^^'^^  it-'-n^Mii 
to  our  j'eafon,  ^s  ^vlI!  h>  j>oIj.'h  to  cur 
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ccrvl'H.oly  one  may  remaikt  that  ir.oft 
«t  ir.ui'c  wiUi  do£lrines  whicti  have  brcn 
let  luoCtf  upon  the  woild,  have  gen«raily 
owed  ifiLii  hirlh  to  perlons  whole  cir- 
cuiiiltancci  or  dilpolitions  have  given 
ihcin  'ix  fcweii  opportunities  of  can- 
\i\hvf  their  rcfpcftivc  fyftems,  in  the 
uay  oi"  free  and  friendly  dcb;iie.  Jlid 
the  authoirj  of  many  an  cxtrav.if^int  hy- 
po'htlis  dJiciilTed  their  principles  In  prl- 
vitef.ide?,  ere  th^y  ha<l  tiivcn  vtn:  lo 
tlmrn  in  paVlic,  the  oh.trvaiion  o/  Varro 
ha;liRVtr,  pwihaps,  been  made,  (or  never 
at  IcHtt  with  16  much  jutlice)  tiiat  There 
is  r.o  ('pinion  fo  ablurd,  but  has  fume 
phaulMi^hcr  or  other  to  produce  in  ii's 
fupi>oi(. 

U,;un  ihi<i  principle,  I  imagi:i';,  it  is 
thai  lonie  of  the  fiuell  pieces  of  anti- 
quity are  written  in  the  di.iIogue-man- 
aer.    Plato  and  Tnlly,  it  (liould  feem, 
thought  truth  could  r.evcr  be  examined 
wr.a  :njri:  advantHj^e,  than  amitlll  the 
air.iCkble  oppwficion    of  weii-rcguhtcd 
Cunvri!*-.     it  IS  probable,  ir.iieci!,  that 
I'ubiccls  of  a  ferious  and  philolopliical 
kiFiil  were  more  frtiCjuentiy  the  topirs>  of 
Grcclt  and  Roman  convcna'.ioiis,  tijan 
th^y  are  of  our.^;  as  the  ciicumllances 
fifth*  woiid  had  not  yit  given  occaUon 
to  thcfc  pnidL'nti.d  rcal'^ns  which  may 
now,  pt'rlups,  reltram  :i  more  free  ex- 
change of  ft:n  tin  lentsamo'r^li  us.  There 
was  lomethinjc,  hke.v»le,    in  the  very 
fcrnts  thfinlelvv.d,  where  they   uluaily 
siseinbied,  that  almoit  u'.iavoid;\bly  turn- 
edths  il.'sam  vi  their  converfations  into 
this  ufeful  channel.      Their  n»oms  and 
gardens  were  pcncrally  adorned,    50U 
know,  with  the  lt:itr. :S of  th».-  j^i  eardl  in » - 
Atis  uf  rcafon  that   had  ih*. n  iippe.Kd 
in  the  world  i  an.i  wnile   Socrtiis  or 
Arilbtle  Itoo  1   in  liei:   v;tvv,  ir  is  no 
*«'mirr  thf'r  lili-.-MTie   full   u;.on  t*  ylc 
fab'ths,  v.'h:ch   iuch  a..;:Ti:.M.i:  Mpie- 
jtnution>  wovii'i  niituraliy  iu>;:4'  '■'>     i* 
»  I'lo^able,    tr.Lrsrlrc,    iliat   m:iivof 
Jhoie  an!ient  pieces  whicli  a:e  di  :iwn  up 
in  the  diaiogtic-inanncr,  were  no  ima- 
ginary converf.iiions  i:.vtn;ed  by  their 
luthorsi   but  fauiiful  tranfcripts  fiom 
rtal  life.     An  I  it  is  this  circiimft.iT.cf, 
pCih.-fps,  as  much  as  any  ot!:cr,  wiiicii 
cortiibutes  to  give  them  that  rtmaik- 
ablc  advantai;e  uver  the  ^cnciriLtv  of 
modiin  compiiriVi'>ns  wliicn  h'tvc  t-;ecn 
iwmcJ  upon  the  liime  plan.    I  am  kne, 
at  leart,  1  could  fc  \ici*.  n.ime  in^ie  I'an 
ihfte  Of  four  Qt  this  kind  wiich  have 


appeared  in  our  hngua^c,  worthy  of  no-* 
tiio.  iMy  Lord  ShaftefouryU  dialopie, 
imitled,  The  Moralifts\  Mr.  Addifuii't 
upon  Antient  Coins ;  Mr.  Siience's  Ap- 
on  the  Odylfcy;  togetlier  with  thofe  of 
my  very  i'.igcmous  frit:nd  Philemon  to 
Hydafpcsi  3f*-'f  ahnoll,  tlie  only  pro- 
dii.'-tions  in  this  way,  which  have  hi- 
therto come  forth  amcnglt  us  with  a»l- 
v.'.ntjr^e.  Thefi.-,  indeed,  are  all  mailer- 
J  icccs  uf  the  kind,  and  written  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  learning  nnd  politi^nefs. 
'J'he  converfation  in  each  of  ihefc  moft 
elegant  perfoimances  is  conducted,  not 
in  the  ufual  abfurd  method  of  intro. 
ducir:g  one  difputant  to  be  tamely 
filcnccd  by  the  other;  but  in  the  more 
lively  dramatic  manner,  where  a  juft  con« 
tra:t  of  ciiara^ters  is  preferved  through- 
out, and  where  the  feveral  fpeakers  (up- 
port  their  rcfpei^^ive  fentimcnts  with  ail 
the  (Irength  and  fpirit  of  a  well-bred 
oppofition. 

But  of  all  the  converfation- pieces, 
whether  antient  or  mo<lern,  either  of  the 
moral  or  polite  kind,  I  know  not  ore 
which  is  more  elegantly  written  than  the 
little  anonymous  dialogue  concerning 
the  rife  and  decline  of  Eloquence  among 
the   Romans.     I    call    it   anonymous, 
though  I  nm  fenfible  it  has  l>een  afcribed 
not  only  to  Tacitus  and  Quin6\ilian,  but 
even  to  Suetoniu*:.    The  reafons,  how- 
ever, which  the  critics  have  rer|>e<5tivdy 
produced,  are  fo  exceedingly  precarious 
and  iiiconclufive,  that  one  mutl  have  a 
very  extraordinary  fliare «.  f  chnical  faith 
indeed,  to  receive  it  as  the  performance 
of  anv  of  thofe  celrbrartd  writers.     It 
U  cviJ-Mitlv,  however,  a  comixifition  or' 
that   pi'i;(;d  in   which  they  flourifiicdi 
und  it  1  vveie  difj^ofed  to  indulged  con- 
uCrtUK,  1  Ihoul'l  be  inclined  to  give  it 
X<>  the  younger  Pliny.     It  exaftly  coin- 
ciiies  with  his  age  j  it  is  adilrtffcd  to  ore 
ol  hii.  particular  friends  and  con  clpo-.-.u- 
entt ;  it  is  marked  with  fume  fimilar  cx- 
picHions  and  fentimcnts.     But  »s  nrgu- 
mcnis  of  this  kind  are  always  mere  Im- 
pulinij  than  folid,  I  recommend   it  to 
you  as  a  ploce,  conceinin»  the  author 
of  vwijich  nothing  faiisfr.^torv  can  be  C{»1- 
Icctud.     T\\\i  1  may  one  day  (^r  other, 
p«.ii:aps,  attempt  to  pro vs  in  form,  ss 
I  have  amufed  myfclf  with  giving  ii  an 
Englifli  drei's.    In  the  mean  time  1  have 
encioied  my  tranflation  in  th.s  pnc'i^v:t\ 
not  only  NMtb  ^  v'tcw  \o  nox^y  Wyv\\\\n^'sv\», 
but  in  laurn  \v>  ^gxii  !i-:.>iQ>it.    V  ^kv^ 
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pcrfiisdeil  ▼  can\A  not  mnke  you  i  bet- 
ter acknowleil^intfnt  fcir  thi:  plcrahire  uf 
that  converl'aiion  which  I  hi  Ay  piriici- 
pfltcd  throiu.li  your  iiuirR,  than  hv  in- 
troducing you  t0  one,  which  (it*  my 


copy  in  not  extremely  ininrlous  to  it*i 
oripTnal)  I  am  !iii"c,  yoii  nri'^or  anend 
to  without  equai  emenainineiftandiJt 
vantage.     Adieu.    I  am,  &c. 


A  DIALOGUE  CONCERNING  ORATORY*. 


TO    FABIUS, 


YOU  have  frequtntry,  my  frimd, 
required  me  to  afTign  a  realbn 
whence  i:  lia»  happened,  that  the  Orii- 
toiiral  character,  whldi  fpi'tad  i'uch  a 
glorious  lullre  upK>n  former  ages,  ts  now 
lo  totally  cxt:n£l  among  (I  us,  as  fc.ircc 
to  prei'erve  even  its  na»nc.     It   is  the 
antienM  iilor.t:,  you  ohtc:  ved,  whrm  ve 
diltinguiih  with  that  ap^^rilation;  wi.ilc 
the  eloquent  of   *hc  pi<rlcr.i    times  are 
itiied  only  pieudcrs,  p:i  ron>,  r^: I voc:i :;;<;, 
OL  any  tl.ir.jr,  ii;  irioit.  br.r  (^n'ors. 

Hmlly,  'I  bel'.cve.  fUonicl  1  hive  at- 
tempted a  lolution  of  yivw  «!iti\ultv,  or 
ventured  upon  the  cxu»i!iji:i»ic  :i  ot:\  (juei-  . 
tion,  wh«;icin  theprcniii*  ui  the  mcderns, 
if  they  cannot,  or  :'»cii  'M^li^irciu,  il'thfv 
will  not,  rilo  (o  i::e  la:nu  h:  ii;h'':,  mtilt 
nectrilUrily  be  given  v.ji;  hvl  I  nivhing 
of  greater  autKuiiiy   \n  oiKr  nron  the 
liihie^y  t'jan  my  I  wn  pan  i-.ilur  lenti- 
nv-.tg.    But  hiiur.<7  Uin  prcknt,  in  the 
very  early  jwit  o^  my  lire,  at  a  conver- 
fa'tion  hitwecn  fome  prrfons  of  i^'fat 
elii<]uint.v,  ciijiI;J'>ri;i2j  the  npe  in  w'lich 
lht:v  iivc.i,  '.vl^oiiliLUliiii  lh»s  vr'i  v  point; 
inv  m».'n^orv,  .ii.u  nor  mv  Ju<]i:ii;^nr,  will 
be  coijf.i"nol,  ^a'imU}   I  fi. tic. von:,    in 
tl»r:.  own   lUi*-  :,vi\  manr.i*:,   ..^ti  ac. 
•coi\'i[>&'   ;o  tli  ......i:l.-.r   co.n!'    of  their 

del>.ae,  to  \:*v  h'.fcrc  vou  ihc  Jevcial 
T«i4lbnini.':*  ot  thcjli!  celebratr-J  i»eni\Uo: 
Cntlt  ot  liicm,  iml^vii,  agitt-ably  to  rhe 
^<rrtiiiarr  Tna^ti  r.!'..'!:<cler  of  the  f}>e?k- 
ii.  :illi!urti» ;,  iM!"t:\.j.;,  tliough  probable 
:'i\  Jr*.,  t.f*  rl  r  !  .n:c  r  -oi;  inst  all  of  them 
/'I'^pr.rt,;  u  t:./:i-  rc:prrtive  frtitintents 
V  :)\  i'.':M:uiiy  anil  jtod-lcnfir.  Nur 
v.'.'jth:-  ciar<'!S  of  the  prtlent  anewiili- 
'•I-.  <<n  aiivcK.itc  i::  lliis  ilel>;'.ti  :  for  one 
c»r  lijc  r.;mpiM:v  nKik  the  oppofiie  TiJe, 
ind  luwrin^  the  ir.tii.nts  with  much  le- 


vel tty  and  contempt,  declared  ii:  fiivoiff 
of  modem  elitquenct. 

Marcus  A}>cr  and  Julius  Secandu!, 
two  dittir.rii.flud  geniufesof  uin  forum, 
made  a  vifit  t;;  Maternus  thedaysher 
he  had  pui'iicly  recited  his  tragedy  of 
Cato;    a    piece  which  gave,  it  liceiriS, 
great  offence  to  thofc  in  power,  aird  wa* 
much   canvaflcd    in    all    converiaiiow. 
Marernus,  indeeil,    (eemed  ihrtAJ^i*'-! 
thir  wiiule  performance  to  have  conlr- 
dererl  only  what  was  fuitable  tii.ihccha- 
rii""tei  ifi  his  hero,  without  paying  a  pf*^- 
per  tegard  to  thole  piitder.iiul  ji-itiajris 
which  were  necetT.uy  for  his  own  Itcu- 
i-itv.     I  was  at  ihai  time  a  wann  ad- 
mirer  and    conltant   ti'ilower  of  ih^^ 
p.i»3f  mm;  iiifomuch,   that  J  not  oi»^' 
attended  thi-m  when  tht-y  were  engng'^d 
in  I  he  courts  of  judicature-,  bu!,  iro^* 
my  f<»nd  anachment  lo  the  i*r{>  of  f''«>* 
qucnce,  and  with  a  certain  anicncv  p'" 
cnliar  lo  youth,  I  joined  in  ;ill  then  pa^" 
ti'js,  and  was  prelont  at  their  molr  pri- 
vate cor.  veri  at  runs.     Their  grca:  abiH* 
tie*,   however,  could  not  kcure  ihc»** 
from  the  ciitics.     They  alleilgetl,  t>i^- 
Srcundns  h'»d  by  no  means  an  ealvel*'*' 
cntiiiij    whilit   A|>cr,   they  pretend*-*  • 
owed  his  p'putation  as  an  c-rator,  ni^-''" 
to  n.itnre  than  to  art.     It  is  ceitain,  n^^-' 
verthelefs,    that    iheir   obje^ions   wc*"' 
wi'hout  foundation.     The  fpccci'.eA    *' 
the  former  wore  always  deliveitd  w:* ' 
luflicient  Hucncy;  and  his  exprcfil  jn  w  '* 
clear,  though  concife;  as  the  lattf  r  h;*<-* 
mcdl:  undoubtedly,  a  general  tiniturt-  ^ 
liteiatnrc.     The  truth  is,. one  could  n*-^ 
fo  pro^>crly  fay,  he  was  ivithcutt  as  v^^-t' 
the  alhltancc  of  learning;.  He  imae  ne:t- 
)K:rh:ip>,  the  powers  and  application    • 
his  genius  would  be  lb  much  the  n\^^ 


^  I:  is  nc.er4i>  to  inform  thofe  iralfrs  I'f  the  fiilJowJr;:  Dijl.guf,  who  mavbe  difpor*-' 
•A  ents:p»rr  h  vkixh  the  original,  ibal  the  c^'iuon  of  Htamauttu-.,  ^riutcd  ^t  Calling^*' 
t^f,  'idi  becc  fcnera.ly  toUowcd* 


OF    ORA' 

IS  It  flir.Tii  J  net  appear  to  ('.  -     ' 
f  it*s  luAre  ficm  the  acqui:i  •• 

ind  Maternus,  when  we  en- 
partnient,  w.th  tiie  tra^-*  .>  in 
vhich  he  h.  d  lecired  ihc  day 
Arc  voii,  then/  i'aid  Sccun* 
fiing  llimidf  to  him,  *  lo  lit- 
.iia^ed  with  the  m.tlicious  m- 
.sot'ihcfe  ill-r.aimed  c.-nluies, 

0  cheriih  this  uhnoxiuu>  ti-a- 
)ours?  Or,  peiha^s,  yu.:  <tre 
It,  in  oiiier  to  expunge  ili-.  <x  - 
!5le  pnlTages;  an  J  pur  pole  lo 
ir  Cato  into  the  woi  1(1^  I  wijl 
with  liipcTiorchaims,  but,  at 
tli  grc:.(t:i  ItcuiiTy^ilian  in  it's 

form?*—*  Vou  may  pcrufe 
rneil  he,  *  if  you  plcaii:-;  you 

1  it  kcmiiins  juil  in  tlic  lUme 
a&  when  yen  hcaid  it  read. 

,  however,  that  rh)elU'8  fljall 
he  tl'ti£Vj  of  Ciro:  foi  I  am 
ngr  a  Jsag^'dy  upon  ihat  luh- 
i  have  alieaJy,  niJ:H.\l,  I  .'ini- 
lian.  I  am  haftenir;;,  tiicrc- 
•  puhlir.ftujn  of  this  pi^y  in  my 
.ar  I  may  apply  invff  it  entirely 
Av  dtrii;n,'— *  Are  vou,  ihtn, 
!  eaincll/  replied  Apci,  *  lo 
■til  of  di'ama:ic  p>«iiv,  us  to 
i;  the   i'urmefb  ot   oi.uorv,    in 

conlicr;itj  your  whole  Iciiiire 
ili-a,  I  ihnik,it  was  before,  :ind 
lerm^,  to  Thydtes?  wht-n  trie 
f  lb  many  worthy  frienils,  tlie 
of  io  m»ny  powcrliil  conniui. 
lemind  you  in  the  funim:  a 
•re  than  AifRcient  to  employ 
:enrion,  though  ncJther  Cato 
miti-.is  had   any  Hiare   of  it; 

you  were  not  continually 
from  one  diamatic  perform- 
ani'ther,  and  ai{<liitg  the  tales 
ce  to  the  hifiorv  of  Rome." 
iidd  be  cor.cc  rne(l«*  anl'wcred 
,  •  at  th*-  leviiiiy  of  your  re- 
■  the  frcquf  ncy  of  our  deb;iie* 
is  (ul)i(.cl  liad  not  ren'leix-d  it 
at  familiar  to  me.     But  how,* 

fmiling,  '  can  you  accule  me 
ting  the  biifinefs  of  my  pro- 
when  I  am  eveiy  day  engaged 
Mt^  poeti  y  again II  your  accu- 

And  I  am  gl^d,*  continued 
ng  towaids  Secundus,  *  that 
:  now  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
this  point  before  To  competent 
.  His  decifioii  will  eil))er  de- 
me  to  renounce  ill  preccnfious 


{»ceti7  for  the  futuir,  or  (which  I 
ler  hope)  will  he  a  i  jnAiun  for  my 
quitting  :iiat  coniined  i^iecies  of  ora- 
tory, in  which,  nict  ..nks»  I^ve  fuf^ 
ficrxtly  laboured,  and  authorize  the 
dbVjting  myleif  to  the  inoi-e  enlarged 
and  lacred  eloquence  of  tlie  iVJitles.' 

*  Give  nte  leave,*  interpofed  Secun- 
u*,'*  before  Aper  ^ikes  exception  to 
h.s  ;u:lgc,  :o  (*iy,  whdcui.  -lantrftonrt 
ttlirtUy  d:.  m  I  he  fame  circumlUnccs* 
that  I  dtrfire  lu  lie  cxcuied  from  fiitingr 
in  iuvi^nir^nt  upon  a  cjul'e,  whtrein  I 
mutV  acknowledge  myfclf  bialfed  io 
t'.ivour  of  -party  concerned.  Ail  tlm 
wo. id  i^  lenfibie  of  that  llrirt  iiiend- 
ihip  which  has  long  inbliUeil  b«tw*-eii 
iiu-  and  rh-Jt  excellent  .i.nn,  as  wi'd  at 
peat  p<j<.!,  Sali-iUf;  iiikilLS.  To  \\.\.ch 
let  me  a^i'l,  if  the  iMulen  aie  to  be-  ar- 
niis^ncii,  I  i:tu>w  of  none  who  can  of- 
fer morepr'ivallinf;  briiHf-.* 

*  I  have  notr.in^  to  al ledge  agninll 
BalUiaj'icturnt.i  Aper,  <  or  any  other 
uuui,  who,  not  h.ivtng  talents  for  this 
bin-,  ctiules  toellai)ii(h  a  rcmiratiun  of 
th(^  poetical  kind.  N  ir  itMt:  I  uiti'er 
M.itcriius  (for  I  am  wiilini;  lo  join  if- 
1  le  wiiM  him  before  you)  to  era de  my 
ch'Hge  by  drawing  others  into  his 
p^ny.  My  acc-iilition  is  levelled 
im;.iy  a^.iiiui  him;  who,  fonned  a* 
he  is  by  nature  with  a  mod  nniculine 
Riui  tiiily  oratoiical  genius,  chuiCi  to 
fiitfL-r  io  noble  a  faculty  to  lie  wa()e 
and  uiKuIrivarcd.  I  nuilt  I'emind  him, 
howevci ,  ttirit  by  the  exercife  of  this 
commanding  talent,  he  might  at  once  j- 
bo:h  acquire  and  fnpporr  the  mull  im- 
portant hiendOiips,and  have  the  glory 

to  !'ee  w!:o.e  provinces  and  nations  ranJc 
ihemlielvcs  under  his  patronage:  a  ta- 
lent, of  all  others,  the  moft  advanta- 
geuvis,  whctl.cr  confidcrrd  with  refpe^t 
to  inti-reft,  or  ro  honour^;  a  talent,  in 
fhort,  ti^at  atfur<U  the  molt  illulHous 
means  of  propagating  a  reputation » 
not  only  within  out  own  walls,  but 
throughout  the  whole  compafs  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and,  indeed,  to  the 
moll  diftan*  n:^tions  of  the  globe. 

*  If  utility  ought  to  be  the  governing 
motive  of  eve>  y  a£lion  and  every  de- 
lion  of  our  lives;  can  we  pofTibly  he 
employeil  to  better  purpofe,  than  in 
the  exercife  of  an  art,  which  enables  is 
man  J  upon  all  occafions,  to  fupport 
the  intcreft  of  his  friend,  to  pr?te6t  the 
rights  of  the  vlka.\\^««  \o  ^\^cv^  ^^«m^ 
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•  reliefers  him  the  terror  of  his  open  and 
«  lecrei  aiiverfaries,  but  fee u res  him,  as 

•  it  were,  by  the  muft  firm  and  |)erma- 

•  nent  grraiil? 

•  The  particular  ufcfulnefs,  inflee(?,of 

•  this  profenion  is  evidently  manifelled 

•  in  the  opportunities  it  fupplies  of 
^  ferving  others,  though  we  ihould  have 

<  no  occafion  to  exert  it  in  our  own  be- 

•  half:  but  fhould  we,  upon  any  occur- 

•  rente, be  ourfelves  attackeJ,  the  (word 
«  and  buckler  is  not  a  more  powerful 
«  defence   in  the  day  of  battle,   than 

<  Orarory  in  the  dangerous  fcafcn  of 
.<  public  arraignment.  What  had  M.ir- 

'  celliis  lately  to  oppofe  to  the  united 

•  Tefentment  of  the  whole  fen  ate,  but 

•  his  eloquence?  Yet,  fupported  by  that 

•  fovmld^iblit  auxiliary,  he  ftood  f.rm 
«  an<J  unmo\'ed,  amidi^  ail  the  adaults 
■  or  \''\c  artful  Ilclvidius;  who,  not- 
«  witMUndinjip  he  was  a  man  of  fmfe 

•  an  I  ciocniion,  was  totally  incxpeit  in 

•  t\\c  management  of  this  fort  oi"  con- 

•  \v'h,     F»ut  I  need  not  inliit  faither  on 

•  !l;is    hoad;  well  piiMnde.l   a*  I    r'ni, 

•  ihit  ]M:t't-rnus  will   not  C'«Mtiovr:t    i-> 

•  cit-ar  a  t:mh.  Rather  Jii  mc  rbftrve 
'  tho   niiM'uie  which  a:teiui&  \hf.  cxer- 

•  cile  of  the  ;ierli:.i;iv«»  art:  a  pK-nHMc, 

•  which  d  »CN  not  ;>:!ri.'  only  or*. j.   yv- 

•  hap?,   in   a   wnolf  l.fc,  bin  f:..-.N*  i.i 

•  a  ^HTjpctual    l»-iii.'s  i.f    u-rnM^r  wjcn^.. 

•  V/h-.n  can  W.  umuv  aj;ftuj'^'  ?•■»  :i  11- 

•  b"raJ  :;nd    inj'-nuous   ni'n),    finiT^-.;! 

•  w''h  a  vcljlh  of  rfitior.al '•' ii'y.^'MVi, 

•  th.t«  to  l»f*  one's  levc:^  cvoidrd  with 

•  a  c»)nror.i!e  of  the  niort  i!l  nil  i  ions  p't- 

•  fon^'^c*:  net  as  followers  of  yovir  ni- 

•  tereH  or  your  powei  i  not  bf  ciui'l-  vo;i 
■  arc  rik.il  and  deftitutc  of  liel:e;  but 
'  l!n^;ly  in  roniuleiatior.  of  yoi:r  :i:'^c- 

•  nor  qualitirsiions.    It  is  not  nnuri »', 

•  upon  tlirfl"  occnlinns,  to  ohicj-vc   r  ? 

•  wedlhv,  tr*?  powtrh:!,  inH  \\,e  chili]- 

•  Icfs,  advirerting  ihrmfolvcs  I  }  a  ytMiti^ 

•  nian  (and  probably  no  rich  ort-)  in 

•  tUvour  cf  themlclve*  or  tl'*;r  fiiends. 

•  Tril  mc,  now,  has  authors: y  or  \%i'-:I'h 

•  a  charm,  tqual  to  the  faiisfjv'illj-n  of 

•  thus  behc  Iding  p?rf«ins  of  the  highcit 

•  dic:ni:v,  vtf:>er.ib!e  by   their  art:,   or 

•  joveifi'.l  by  their  credit,   in  tnt:  f»ill 

•  vfi; '»'.". nsr.t  of  evtiy  txtcmnl  iidv:in- 

•  ::!gj,  ri'-.i'tir:;^  yoi^r  ifliltniitr,  a'ui  n- 
'  ciiiy  ar,.  no.v'ufiljjinjr,  thaJ,  iiitHi  and 

•  diit-:  ;..»     ii.'fi    :«s     ihvy    2:",     thtre    is 

•  !j:r.crii.:)s  JViil  wmiinj?  to  rhviii  irore 
'  v.t'tuhU than  ail ihrir poif* iri^.rs?  V-c- 

*  fU'Jctit  10  yoviklf  the  honouiab'ic 


*  crowd  of  client}:  condui^ing  the  on- 
'  tor  from  his  houfe,  and  atteiiding  him 
'  in  h:s  return;  ti.ink  of  the  glorions 

*  apiiearance  he  mak-js  in  public,  the 
'  diltin|«vi^>ng  refpeft  that  is  paij  to 

*  him  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  the 

*  exultation  of  heart  when  he  lifts  up 
'  before  a  full  audience,  huihed  in  fo. 
«  lemn  filence,  and  fixed  attention,  prcf- 
'  fing  round  the  admired  fpcaker,  ari 

*  receiving  every  paflion  he  deems  proper 

*  to  raife!  Yet  thefe  are  bu-  the  orJi- 

*  nary  joys  of  eloquence,  and  vifihleto 

*  every  common  ohftrvcr.     Tiirre  ars 

*  others,  and  thofe  far  fuperior,  of  a 

*  more  concealed  and  delicate  kinJ.,  anJ 

*  of  which  the  orator  himf  If  can  alone 

*  befenfiblc.     Does  he  ftar.d  forth  pre- 

*  pired  with   a  ftudied  harangue?  As 

*  t!ie   composition,   fo   the  pleafurr,  m 

*  this  inftance,  is  more  folid  and  eqril. 
'  If,  en  the  other  hand,  he  rifes  in  a  new 

*  and  tinexpefted  debate,  th^  previous 

*  folriludc,  whicli  hi    f-ris  upon  fuch 

*  occaTMn;-,  recrmmf:.;!^  and  improvis 
'  the  pLal'ure  of  b.s  fucccf*;  as  IHred 

*  the  molt  fXijuiftte  ''.ti-f  irti  .n  cf  this 

*  kind  i<,   when  he   b-ldly  baz^^irds  the 

*  unpieinedinied  fj^etci*.     For  ir  i;  in 

*  the  pro  :u£licr.s  of  f/niir  ,  ns  Mithc 

*  trnitN  of  thi.'  Ljrlh;  ihi-ti."  whi.ii  .lil's 

*  (pont  iiirouriy  art  cv^r  ihr»  nwt  .^^•.IfC- 
*  able.      If  1    jr.ny  vcr.luie  to  njtnncn 

*  uiyllif,  1  mu't  icknowltdgCjthat  nii- 

*  ilicr   tijrt  faii«f..8if>n  I  leccived  vhtii 

*  I  \v3«-  firfl  iiiv.-i^d  with  ihe  iatlciivsf 

*  nor  t»'tn  when  1  riUtied  upon  tht  le- 

*  vcr^l  high  poth  m  the  llatc;  thuu/^h 
«  t!.'-  plf  afure  w"^*  lu  it.hr I'l-.rd  lo  n>e,  r.;;l. 

*  only  a^  lli'.li;  hor.oui  ■  *•■•  j  i.ew  to  :ny 
'  fair.il\,  but  'jls  I  w.i<  bjr:'  in  a  city  by 

*  no  ireans  f;ivoui;il))-.  to  mv  pr.rcn— 
'  fiMiis: — *"0  warm   tr.rJjoris,    I  f«v» 

*  which  I  Kit  at  ihofe  tiMirs,  Wwjc  Jar 

*  inftiior  to  tiic  ;:a  *v!ilch  b.^s  gluwcC 

*  in  :iiy  brcrurt,  v\hun  i  havcfucceAfuliyT 
'  cxi'ittd  my  huiT.l  !r:  !al^*nis  in  defenci? 

*  of  thoic  c.v.ilcs  and  ci'eni<5  crmmirtetE 

*  to  n:\  care.  To  f:.y  :iu:h,  I  in-.agincX 
*.  my  {'.If,  at  fuch  te.ij"*  ns,  to  l"»c  raifeJ. 
<  ::b-v?  il-.e  fi.-lvjft  dignities,  r.nrl  in  the 

*  r"f^tfi'u>n  i.f  l'i»i<'ihing  far  iiK>revalu' 

*  able,   than   cit'is.r  the  f.ivour  of  :hff 

*  gr.:it,  or  tht  bounty  of  the  wealihy» 

*  car.  f  ''V  b.  a  /vv. 

^  Of  all  ■'•:?  nrts  or  fclrnce*,  then*  is. 

*  noojv,  vl-.:ch  ciDA  n-  ii's  v:j*iri»»!i  v.sHv 

*  :i  irpuir'*i'n  ill  :ir,\  I'rpKc  cjmp:i;:J'le 

*  tov.wxot'  ».\o  A\-\\':»'.,     U  is   ncit  oi  i)' 

*  l\wve  m\  "^  XiMXK.  ^^;\\\v,\  1-3.'. >k  ^T^  >\\r 
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10  are  wimeflfcs  of  the  obtor's 
:  it  extendtd  to  the  obfLrva- 
n  of  our  very  youth  of  any 
•  merit.  Whoic  example,  for 
,  do  ^tarents  more  frequently 
cud  to  their  Tons?  or  who  are 
e  gaze  and  admiration  of  the 
n  general?  whilil  every  ftran- 
t  ai rives,  is  curinus  of  feeing 
fi,  of  whofe  chanfter  he  has 
:ch  honourable  report.  I  will 

to  affirm,  that  Marcellus, 
'.  iuil  now  mentioned,  and  Vi- 
"or  I  chufe  to  proiiucc  my  in- 
from  mdficn  titMcs,  rather 
>m  thofe  more  remott)  arc  as 
^wn  in  the  moll  dilVini  corners 
empire,  as  they  are  at  Capua 
illx,  t^ie  places,  it  is  faid,  of 
rpc^^ive  r.ativity:  an  honour, 
ch  they  are  by  no  means  in- 
to their  immenfe  riches.  On 
lary,  their  wealth  may  jwUly, 
d  i'sTsm,  be  afcribed  to  liieir 
ce.  Every  age,  indeed,  can 
r  p^rfons  of  genius,  who,  by 
of  tirs  powerful  talent,  have 
hcmfelvs   ro  the  molt  exalted 

Bvit  the  'nflances  I  juil  now 
i«rd,  are  not  drawn  trcm  dil- 
fis?;  rhry  fail  within  the  ob- 
n  ui  r#v.i  own  eyes.  Now  the 
bfcnre  the  origmal  extraction 
V  iliulh'ious  perl'ons  was,  the 
limbic  the  patrimony  to  which 
re  bo;n,  fo  much  ftrongcr  proof 
Ford  of  the  great  advantage  of 
oricalarts.  Accordingly,  with- 
recommendation  of  family  or 
',  without  any  thing  very  cx- 
nry  in  their vii  tu.^s,  (and  oneof 
ather  contempiibltf  in  his  ad- 
hcy  have  for  miijy  years  main- 
the  hig!"flt  ciifdii  and  authci'y 
their  fVl-OAcitircns.  Thus, 
eirg  chiefs  in  the  forum,  wheie 
cfeivtd  I  heir  didinguiihtdc^ni- 
18  long  as  they  thour^ht  proper  j 
ive  paiTed  on  to  tiii:  enjoyment 
lame  hii;h  rank  in  VcfpafiaTrs 
,  whofc  cSftem  for  tlitm  fecms 
lixed  even  with  a  dcgix-c  of  rs- 
s:  ai  indeed  thoy  both  juppoit 
nvluo\  the  wheie  wright  of  his 
uhruicn.  That  exceilsiit  and 
bk  prii.ce  (whofe  fingular  cha- 
it  i«:,  thxt  he  can  end'ire  to  hear 
'ff^ll  knows  that  tke  reft  of  his 


favourites  are  diftinguifheH  on^y  at 
they  are  theobje^s  of  his  munificence | 
the  fupplies  ot  which  he  C4n  eafiljT*' 
raife,  and  iivith  the  fame  faciiity  con- 
fer on  others.  Whereas  Crifpus  and 
Marcellus  recommended  themfelves  to 
his  notice  by  advantages  which  no 
earthly  poreniate  either  did.  or  couldy 
beltow.  The  tiuth  of  it  is,  infcrip- 
tions,  and  llatues,  and  enfi^nt  of  oig- 
niiy,  could  claim  but  the  loweft  rank^ 
amidft  ihtlr  more  illuftrious  diftinc- 
tions.  Not  that  they  are  unpofTtflTcd 
of  honours  of  this  kind,  any  more 
than  they  are  deft'tute  of  wealth  or 
power:  advantages,  much  oftener  af- 
fe^ledly  depreciaied  than  lincerely  dc« 
fpifed. 

'  Siich«  my  friend:),  are  the  orna« 
ments,  and  fuch  the  rewards  of  an 
early  application  to  the  biiiinefs  of  the 
forum,  an'l  the  arts  of  oratory!  But 
Poetry,  to  which  MaferniK  wifhes  to 
devo:e  his  days, (for  it,  was  that  whicll 
gave  rife  to  our  debate)  confe.*^  rci- 
tjier  dignity  to  her  followers  in  parti* 
cuhr,  nor  advantage  to  fociety  in  gc« 
ncral.  The  whole  amount  of  her  pre* 
tenfions  is  nothing  more  than  the  tran- 
li'rnt  pieafuie  of  a  vain  and  fniitlcfs 
applaufe.  Tcrhapi  what  I  have  al-  ^ 
tjujy  laid,  and  ant  going  to  add,  may 
not  be  very  agreeable  to  my  friend 
Maternus:  however,  I  will  venture  to 
alk  him,  what  avails  the  eloquence  of 
hi>  Jif.n  or  Agamemnon?  what  mor- 
tal docs  it  either  defend  or  oblige? 
Who  is  it  that  courts  the  patronage,or 
joins  the  train,  of  BafTus,  that  tngcnU 
oiis,  (or,  if  yo'^  think  the  term  more 
honourabic)  that  iilul^rious  poetf 
ILiiiiount  :^y,  he  iray  be,  if  his  {"ricnd, 
his  i*:i^iinr!,  o'.  iiini-'.-lf,  wcreinvolvrd 
in  ar.y  lirsf-3'c-t  tnnfadlions,  he  would 
Ijc  »::id«i-  the  nccelTity  of  iiaving  rc- 
cuuife  to  S-.cimdi:-,  or,  perhaps,  to 
Vwii,  my  tri^nji*:  but  by  no  means, 
however,  as  yo'i  vt^  a  poat,  and  in  or- 
der to  f^licit  yo't  to  bctljw  ibmc  vcrfes 
upon  hmi:  for  vtrl'es  he  can  compofe 
himfclf,  fair,  it  fefms,  and  go<<ly.*-* 
Yet,  after  all,  when  he  his,  at  the  coik 
of  much  time,  and  many  a  laboured 
lucubration,  fpun  or.t  a  fingic  car.tOp 
he  is  obliged  to  traverlc  the  whole 
town  in  order  to  collcfl  an  audience^ 
Nor  can  he  procure  even  this  compli^ 


•  Matemvt, 


•  V^\^^^a&& 
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*  purchafing  it:  for  the  hiring  a  roonii 
«  crefling  a  ft  age,  and  tlifjicrfing  hit 
H  tickcis,  are  ruriilcs  which  Miull  ncccf- 

*  farilvbc  attendrd  with  ionic  exjHjncc. 

*  And  let  us  J'iipi>o:c  his  poem  is  ap- 

*  proved:  the  wliule  adiniration  is  over 

*  in  a  day  or  two,  like  that  of  a  fine 

*  flower  which  dies  away  without  pro- 

*  ducing  any  fiuit.     In  a  word,  it  fe- 

*  cuies  to  him  neither  tViend  nor  patron, 

*  nor  confers  even  the  inoft  Incoiifidcr- 
«  able  favour  upon  a  fingle  creatine. 

*  The  whole  amount  of  his  humble 
«  gains  is  the  flv^ciing  pleafurc  of  a  cl;i- 

<  inorous  applaviic!  We  looked  ujwn  it, 

*  Liteiy,   as  un  uncommon  inftancf  of 

*  geijcroniv   in  Vcfpaiian,   that  be  pic- 

*  Knted  BalTiis  witn  titty  thoui;»nd  le.'- 
«  iKfCvS*.     Uor.omable,  I  giant,  it  is, 

*  to  poluf*  a  ^cniiis  wliich   m.cjits  ti\c 

*  impcnal  bounty  :  but  how  much  more 
«  glorious  (if  a  man's  circumllanccs  will 

*  admit  of  it)  to  exhibit  in  one's  own 

*  perlbn  an  example  of  munificence  dud 

*  liberality?  L-t  it  hcinnembtied  lilsc- 

*  wilt,  if  >o«  would  luccecd  in   your 

*  poetical    iabouis,    an. I    produce   any 

<  til io;;  of  real  wt4ith  in  that  art,  \ou 

*  mull  retire,  as  the  poets  expicfs  thcm- 

*  It  Ives, 

*'Tolilc:it  jrotti;e;j  and  ri.que(li:r'J  groves:'* 

*  that  is,  yo'J  iu"l*  i  enounce  the  convcr- 

*  faiion  iif  yo.u"  friends,  and  cvrrv  civil 

*  duly  of  life,  lo  be  loncc^iled  in  ^loumy 

*  and  unpsvi:::ibk'  I'wlltude. 

*   Ifwc  co;ilidcT  the  vctai:c«J  of  this 

*  idle  art  with  icljjtc^  to  Khik,  ih.ii 
'  fingle  itconipence  which  they  j.rctend 

*  to  derive,  or  indeed  to  feek,fioni  their 
f  Itudies;  we  (li.di  find,  they  do  niit  by 

*  any  me:ins  enjoy  an  ccpial  j.mp.Ttion 
■  of  it  with  the  fons  of  Oiu'i  r) .     For 

*  even  the  bell  pocis  fall  wiih.n  the  no- 

*  tice  of  but  a  veiy  fmall  propoition  of 

*  mankind  i  wliilll  indifferent  oni-s  arc 

*  univcrfilly    dilregHrdcd.      Till   nic, 

*  Maternus,  did  ever  the  reputation  of 

*  the  moll  appiovcd  rehearfal  «f  the  po- 

*  eiical  kind  reach  the  cognizance  even 
f  of  half  the  town  )  much  Icfs  extend 

*  itielf  to  di<lar.t  provinces?   Did  ever 

*  any  •  forcig^neV,  u)>on  his  arrival  here, 

*  enquire  aher  BaUus  ?  Or  if  he  did,  it 

*  was  mctcly  as  he  would  after  a  piclure 
'  or  a  itatuej  juli  to  look  upon  him,  and 

*  pal's  on.     1  would  in  no  fort  be  un- 
/  acf/lyod  a  Jifcouraging  the  puifuit 


of  Poetry  in  thofe  who  havi  no  tilcAti 
for  Oratoiys  if  happily  ihey  can,  by 
thai  means,  amufc  their  leifure  and 
dlahiifhi  a  jull  chara6ler.    I  look  upon 
every  f}>ecics  of  Eloquence  as  venerable 
and  facrcd ;  and  prefer  her,  in  what- 
ever  guife  (he  may  think  prepcr  to  ap- 
pear, oefoi  e  any  other  of  her  hiler-ini: 
hot  only,   Maternus,  when  /he  exhi- 
bits heiielf  in  your  chufen  favouritr, 
the  lolemn  tragedy,  or  lofty  heroic, 
but  even   in  the   pleafant  lyric,  the 
wanton  elegy,  the  fevere  iambtCt  tnc 
wirty   epigram,  or,  in  one  worri,  ia 
whatever  other  habit  (he  is  pleafcdro 
aHTume.     But  (I  repeat  it  again)  my 
comphint  is   Uvdl(.d   fmgly   »43in!l 
yoii;  whoy  di-figned  a^  you  aiebv  na- 
ture for  tlw  moll  cxalud  rank  ot  elo- 
quence, chufe  to  deicrt  your  itiiior, 
and  ileviate  into  a  lower  order.    Had 
you  been  eiidued  with  the  athletic  vi- 
gour  of  Nicoftratus,    and    bom    in 
Greece,  where   arts  of  that  foit  ai< 
ellcemed  not  unworthy  of  the  mult  re- 
lined  ci:ara<Slcrs;  as  I  could  nut  pa- 
tiently have  fuflered  that  iincomnitiH 
ftrength  of  arm,  formed  for  the  nobler 
combat,  tu  have  i.lly   fpcnt  itfeif  ii 
throwing  the  javelin,'  or  lofljng  ibe 
coit :    fo  I   now  call  ywu   forth  from 
iehe»rfalb  and  the:itie»,  to  the  foiun, 
and  bufmefs,  and  high  debate;  cfpe- 
cially  fmce  you  caniiot  urge  tiie  fame 
plea  for  engaging  in  poetry  which  is 
now  generally  allcdgcd,  that  it  is  lefs 
li:ible  to  give  offence  than    o:aiory' 
For  the  ardency  of  your  genius  ha$ 
already  flamed  foiih,   and   vuu  have 
incurred  tlH:  difpir»lure  ot  our  fupc 
riors;  noT,  indeedy  for  the  fake  of  a 
friend;  /W  would  have  been  tar  lef^ 
da  Ulcerous  J  bjt  in  fupport,  truly,   of 
Caio.'   Nor  can  you  offer  in  cxcufe« 
either  the  duty  ot  your  pro fcliion,  juf- 
tice  to  your  client,  or  the  unguaiitc«i 
heat  of  del>ate.     You  fixed,  it  fliuuiii 
fcem,  up'>n  this  ilUiiUious  and  populaf 
fubjecl  with  deliberate  defi^n^  and  a» 
a  char:ACier  that  would  give  weight  and 
authority  to  your  fentiments.     Yoit 
Will  reply,    I  am  aware— ••  It  wa» 
'  that  very  circumftance  which  gained. 

*  you  fuch  univerfal  applaufe,  and  ren-» 
'  dried  )ou  the  general  topic  of  dii- 

*  courlc."  Talk  no  more  then,  I  be* 
feech  you,  of  fccuriiy  and  repole^ 
whilll  you  thus  iiuiuftiioully  raite  up 
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irfcir  fo  potent  an  advcrfar>'. 
y  own  parr,  at  lea  ft,  I  am  con- 
with  engaging  in  queillons  of  a  * 
niiiiierii  ami  pri%'ate  nature ;  * 
n,  if  in  defence  of  a  frien.l  1am  ' 
a  neceiTicy  of  taking  ilbcrtifs  * 
rp^able,  pel  haps,  to  my  lupc  ' 
ihe  honcit  I'lfcdotn  of  my  7ral  ' 
I  truft,  not  only  be  cxcule^l  but  ' 
iJeJ.'  .        .         .       ' 

lia\'Tnp  delivered  this  with  his     • 
rmch  ai>deari)eltnclk,  '  I  am  pre-     ' 
'  replied  Miternuf,  in  a  miid«rr     ' 
I  with  jn  air  of  pleat'antry,  *   to     * 
'.ip  a  char'^e.  agajnll  ti»e  orators, 
.  i.opiou&  than  my  fn^nd*f  pine- 
in  their   behalf.     I    l'ufpe<^v.*d, 
I,  he  wou!'l  turn  out  of  h<s  roa'.i, 
er  to  attack  the  poets  :  thought, 
i  own  at  the  tame  time,  he  h3s% 
.hat  foftened  the  feverity  of  his 

by  certain  conceflions  he  is 
d  to  make  in  their  favour.  He 
ing,  I  perceive,  to  allow  thole 
genius  docs  not  |)oint  to  ora- 
lo  apply  thcmfelves  to  poetry, 
rheiefsy  I  do  not  fcrnple  to  ac- 
ieilge,  that  with  foine  talents, 
l»s,  for  the  fotum,  I  chiife  to 
my  reputation  on  dramatic  poe- 
Th^  tint  atttmpt  I  made  for 
iiuip)!?,  was  by  expoHug  the 
nnia  power  of  Varinius:  a  povvirr 
,  even  ^Vro  himlelf  dilappruved, 
vhich  that  infamous  favourite 
1,  to  the  prophanntion  of  the 
I  Mufcs.  And  I  am  perfuaded, 
njoy  anv  Hiarc  of  fame,  it  is  to 
f  rather  than  to  oratory  that  I 
.debtcd  for  the  acquifition.  It  is 
ired  purpofe,  therefore,  entirely  to 
Iraw  mylelf  from  the  fatigue  of 
ar.  I  am  by  no  means  ambiti- 
f  ihnt  fpK'ndid  concourfc  of  Cii- 

whi«h  A|»er  has  reprefcnted  in 
pompous  colours-,  any  more  than 
I  of  thofc  iiculpiured  honours 
l\  he  mentioned ;  though  I  mull 
'Xs  they  have  made  their  way  into 
family,  notwithilanding  my  in** 
rions  to  the  contrary'.  Innocence 
ow  at  lead,  a  furcr  guard  than 
lence;  and  I  am  in  no  apprehen* 
I  Ihall  ever  Wavc  occafion  to  open 
ipt  in  the  fenate,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
•fence  of  a  friend, 
^oods  anrl  groves  and  folitude^  the 
ft»  cf  Apcft  jnvcSiivc,  afford  me, 
Unwn  to  hinst  the  mo^i  fxquifite 
i^ioii.    Accordingly,  1  ^cem 


«a3 

It  one  of  the  great  privileges  ofpocirr, 
that  it  is  not  carried  on  in  the  noifc 
and  tumuit  of  the  world,  anvdtl  the 
painful  importunity  cf  anxious  l"uitbr<, 
an^  the  atfeiiing  tears  of  diftrcfffd 
criminals.  On  tiie  rmtrary,  a  mind 
enamoured  of  the  Mules  retires  into 
fccnes  of  innocrnce  and  rcpofi,  and 
cnio)S  the  firiL-d  haunts  of  filrncc  and 
contemplation.  Here  genuine  Elo- 
quence received  htr  birth,  and  6fff 
flie  fixed  her  i'acied  an:!  iequei^ered 
habitation.  'Twas  btre,  in  decent 
and  becoming  garb,  (he  recMnmended 
lierfelf  to  the  early  notsce  of  morraU, 
iiifpiring  the  breatts  of  the  bbmelrfs 
and  the  ^ood  :  here  firil  thj  v.nce  dK 
vine  oF  or.'*rles  wa«  heanl.  V»\ix  Jhe 
of  modern  ;:ro'VTh,  ofFiprinij  of  Jucnr 
and  contention,  was  boru  in  evil  davt, 
and  emploved  (as  Kycv  very  JulUy 
cxpre fTcd  it)  intlead  ot  *weapOi:z  whillt 
happi'.r  tim^-s,  or,  in  the  iangua^ 
of  the  Mufcs,  the  golden  age,  free 
alike  from  orators  and  from  crimes, 
abounded  with  infpired  poets,  who 
exerted  their  noble  talents,  not  in  de* 
fcndmg  the  guilty,  but  in  (;elebrating 
the  good.  Accordingly  no  charac* 
ter  wns  ever  more  eminently  diltin- 
gui/licd,  or  more  atiguftly  honoured  : 
fii  \\  by  the  gods  theralelves,  to  whom 
'  the  poets  were  fuppofcd  to  ferve  as 
'  minillers  at  their  UatU,  and  meflen- 
'  ger«  of  their  high  behefh;  and  aficr- 
'  wards  by  that  facred  offspring  of  the 
'  god^,  the  firll  venerable  race  of  legif- 
'  lators.  In  that  glorious  lift  we  read 
'  the  nimes,  not  of  orators  indeed,  but 
'  of  Orpheus,  and  Linus,  or,  if  wr  ape 

*  incline  1  to  trace  the  iiiurtrious  roll  ftill 
'  higher,  even  of  Apollo  himfelf. 

*  liut  thcfe,  pel  haps,  will  be  treatid 
'  by  Aper  as  heroes  of  Romance.     He 

*  cannot  however  deny,  that  Homer  hat 

*  received  as  funal  honours  from  polie- 

*  ricy,  as  D  .mofthrnes;  or  that  the  fame 
'  of  Sophocies  or  Kui  ipilles  is  as  exten- 
'  five  as  that  of  Lyfias  or  Hyperidetj 

<  that  Cicero^s  merit  is  lefs  univerfall/ 
^  confelTed  than  Virgd^s^  or  that  not 
'  one  of  the  compofitions  of  Afinius  cr 

<  Meflala  is  in  (b  much  requeft  at  the 
«  Medea  of  Ovid,  or  the  Thyeffct  of 

<  Varius.  I  will  advance  even  farther^ 
'  and  venture  to  compare  the  unenvied 

*  fortune  ami  happy  (elf-converfe  of  th« 

*  poet  With  iVit  iAiL\o>\%  Wi^  >a>aS.s  >iS^ 
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pofTibly  raife  him  even  to  the  confular 
dignity.  Far  more  drfinibie,  in  my 
eitimarion,  was  the  ca1it\  retreat  of 
Virj;il:  vrlierv  yet  he  lived  not  unho- 
noured  by  nis  prince,  nor  unre£:ardcd 
bv  the  world.  If  the  truth  of  either 
ofihefeaiTeitions  (huuld  bequtftioneef, 
the  letters  of  Augultus  will  witnefi 
the  former)  ^^  the  latter  is  evident 
from  the  condiifl  ot  the  who!e  Roman 
people^  .who  wi»en  fome  ver(eft  of  that 
divine  poet  n  ere  repeated  in  the  theatre, 
where  he  happened  to  be  prefent,  rofe 
up  to  a  man,  and  faluted  him  with  the 
fame  rcfpcft  that  they  would  have  paid 
to  Aiiguftui  hiniff  If.  But  to  mention 
our  own  times:  I  would  afk  whether 
Secundus  Pomponius  is  any  thing  in- 
ferior, either  in  dignity  of  hfe,  or  ioli- 
dity  of  reputation,  to  Afer  Domitius? 
As  to  Crifpus  or  Marcellus,  to  whom 
Aper  refers  me  for  an  animating  ex- 
ample, what  is  there  in  their  prcfent 
ex!«ited  fortunes  really  deiirable?  Is 
it  that  thry  pafs  their  whole  lives  either 
in  being  alarmed  for  themfcU'es,  or  in 
ftriking  terror  into  others  ?  It  ic  that 
they  are  dai  1  y  under  a  nc  ceiii  ty  of  ecu  rt- 
ing  the  very  men  they  hate;  that,  hold- 
inj  their  dignities  by  unmanly  aduia- 
tio:i, their  n'.-:fters  ntver  think  them  luf- 
ficientiy  fl'.v<s,  nor  the  people  fuffici- 
entiy  free?  And,  after  all,  wuit  J?  this 
their  fo  much  eRviv.!  power?  Nothing 
more,  in  iiH<ii,thaii  whnf  msiuvapainy 
frccHman  has  frequently  enjoyed.  But 

*  —Me  let th e love] y  M'j lis  lea.1"  (as 
Virgil   fingt)  ••  to  filent  grovt*  anJ 

*  heavcrlv-haunted  itrsamsi  remote 
'  from  burinefft  and    from   care^  aiul 

*  ft'U  fuperior  to  the  painful  nectility  of 

*  aiding  in  wretched  oppofition  to  'uy 
'  better  htf.iit.  Nor  let  nie  more,  wiih 
'  anxious  fteps,  and  dangerous,  pur- 
'  fue  pale  Fame  smitlil  the  noifv  fo- 
'  rumi  Miy  never  clair.Dious  fuitors, 
'  ror  psntin^  freed  man  with  oflicioua 
'  hifte,  awake  my  peaceful  (lumbers  I 

Uncertain  of  futurity,  and  equally 
unc  nccrncd,  r.c'cr  m*y  1  bribe  the 
favour  <if  tho  great;  by  rich  bequells 
to  avnnce  inriitiatcj   nor,  accumula- 
tion vain!  an.ufs  more  wealth  than  I 
may  rrmsfcr  as  inclin:ition  prompts, 
whenever  (hall  arrive  my  lifers  laft 
f.)ia)  period:  and  then,  not  in  horrid 
^  guife  ofmovmful  pomp,  but  crown- 
re/  with  chipUtu  gay,  niay  I  b«  en- 
^j  toaiked  nor  Jet  a  friend,   with  un« 


"  avaiiingzea],  folicit  thetifrl 
*•  of  poftnumous  mrmoiials.!" 
Mjternus  hi^d  kmirv  fini 
words,  which  he  uttered  with  j 
tion,  and  \^U\\  an  air  of  ii 
vhen  MeiTnlla  entered  the  ro 
obiVnr-ing  much  attention  in  o 
nances,  and  irnafriiiing  thcco 
turned  upon  fomcthing  of  moi 
dinary  import—*   Pcihap«,' 

*  you  ase  engaged  in  a  ecftfulu 

*  I  doubt,  I  am  guilty  ot  an 

*  able  interruption.*-—'  By  r 
anfweredSecundus:  *  on  the 

*  I  vi-ifh  you  had  given  us  yoi 

*  ny  fooner;  for,    I  am  perfu 

*  would  have  been  exrremely 
■  ed.     Our  friend  Aper  has, 

*  eloquence,  bten  cxhoninj: 
■  •  to  turn  the  whole  ilr;ng:h 

*  nius  and  his  (lu;{ics  to  the  1 

*  the  forum:  while  Maternt 

*  other  hand,  agreeably  to  tr 

*  ter  of  one  who  was  pleading 

*  of  the  Mules,  has  defcnde 
<  vouiite  art  with  a  boldnefs  a 

*  tion  of  rty!e   more  I'uitablc 

*  than  an  orarcr.' 

•  It  would  have  afforded  nr 

*  pleafure,'  replied  M-.(rilla, 

*  been  pre. 'It t  at  a  debate  of 

*  And  I  cannot  but  cx;'''s  i 

*  faclion,  in  finding  the  mot 

*  orators  K ;    oi:i    time*,  rot 

*  ihtir  gcn•ufc^  to  }>otn»s  r'-'ntii 

*  profciiion,    but  canvrdling  i 

*  tcpics  in:h*ir  convcrutiun, 

*  very  advanrigrcuus  cxeicifctc 
^  cullies,  at  the  Ume  limt  tlu 

*  nifties  an  enteit^inmcnt  of 
'  indru^ive  kind,  nor  only 

'  Idves,  but  to  th^I'c  who  hav 

*  vilcge  of  being  joined  in   IM« 

*  And  believe  me,  Sccundus, 

*  received  with  much  appioba 

*  hiftory  of  J.  Afiaticu*,  as  ; 

*  that  you  intend  to  publihi  m 

*  of  the    fame   natuie.     On 

*  fide,'  coniinuvd  he.    with   : 
irony,  '  it  is  olifervfcl  with  et] 

*  fa/Aion,  ihar  Aper  has   not 

*  adieu  to  the  que  It  ions  of  th 
«  but  employs  hi$  jcifure  lathe 

*  example  of  the  modern  rhc 

*  than  of  the  antient  «iratoi«.* 
*  I"  perceive,'  returned  Ap 

'  yoyi  continue  to  troat  the 

*  w\\Vv  ^out  uCwaV  ditririon  afid  c 
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»  poifcfSon  of  ynr  efteem.  It  i»  a  max- 
s  iin,  .n  iecii.  I  Kive  f'equciitly  henid 
«  you  advrip'-,  (■■.■..',  allow  t?  to  ?av, 

*  with  :rr.:  >.  i-.:T;.:  c:  to  \oiirriIt,  and 
■  to  vuui  K  '••-=;  '  ■■•  ••'<?«*  ti  ■  inch 
<  th'Tij;  :i.  ::if  ;  r?    r.:  ../?  :.:  ^t?  <T:itor. 

*  This  voii  u'.-.  mr   Ids   Icrupulous    to 

*  masitain,  ;is  ^mi  iiiiiigine  it  cannot  be 
«  miputtrii  to  a  \\r.x\X  of  envv  :  uncc  you 
«  are  willirsj  at  the  litir.e  Tiriie  loexcliulc 
«  yo'Ji-fc'if  rr  •;«  a  rh-'r-'Ci^i- whuh  evciy 

*  body  cl:'e  v  jncir.ieci  ic  ijivc  yt  n.' 

•  I  huvc  L'.ihcrTo,'    iTj>iie.i  Mr  iT.'.ih, 
'  found  no  reaion  to  t*dn^c  my  opi- 

*  nion:  and  I  am  r?:ri:f..'cd,  that  even 

*  you  your'clf,  A;)*r,    (what'.vcr  you 

*  may  foraetimes  affji'l  ic  the  contrary) 

*  at  well  as  mv  other  two  rii'-.i-is  here, 
.•  join  witb  mc  in  ilie  Ointr  i'-ut-meiit:. 

*  I  (houUU  indeed,  be  j^lad,  if  any  of 
'  you  would  dirculft  thlt  in  titter,  »nd  ac- 
'  count  irit  fo  rem?«rkaMc  a  d.fparity, 

*  which  I  have  often  erdiivouied  in  n-.y 

*  own  thought*.  All  i  what  to  fn:ne 
'  appears  a  iattstsci'jry  fjiution  of  this 

*  jphcnnmenon,     t<i    me,     I    confeis, 

*  naghtenf  thecfflSc.ilry:  for  I  find  the 

*  Tffy  fame  diffeunwC  pri^vaiis  among 
'  the  GiLCian  orators;    and    'hat   the 

*  prieft  Nicetcs,  together  v  ith  ethers  of 

*  theEphelian  and  Mitvtenenn  (chools, 
'  who  humbly  content  thenfl elves  with 

*  nifmg  the  acclamations  of  their  taftc- 

*  left  auditors,  deviate   much   farther 

*  from  ^ichines  or  Dcmt)<ihcnrs,  than 

*  you,  m)  friends,  from  Tullyor  A;i- 
'  niui.' 

*  The  qneftion  you  hnvc  ftarted,'  faid 

^cundiis,    *  is  a  very  important  one, 

and    well    wonhy    of   contldcTation. 

*  But  wihj  fo  cnpi^le  of  doing  juliice 
to  it  as   ^jurfett  >    who,.bei:des  the 

•'  advari-^ffs  ol  a  fine  genius  and  great 
litenituie,  have  given,  it  ii^ems,  par- 

'  ticular  attention  lo  this  enquiry.'—*  I 
am  very  willing/  anfwered  MefTalby 

'  to  lay  before  you  my  thoughts  upon 

*  the  fubjcfl,  pr  vidcd  you  will  affiit  mc 

*  *ith  yours  as  I  go  along/—*  I  will 
'  ^^S^ge  for  two  of  us, ^  replied  Mater- 
"US:  *  Secundus   and  myfelfwili  fpeak 

to  fuch  points  as  you  fball,  I  do  not 
'  fay  omit,  but,  think  pioper  to  Icmvc 
ui.    As  for  Aper,  you  juft  row  in- 
formed us,  it  is   ufual  with   him   to 
'  dii&nt  from  you  in  this  article:  and, 
^  iadccd.  I  fee  he  is  already  preparing 
^  .^  oppofe  M%9  and  will  not  look  with 
J  jodmtrcncc  upon  this  our  aflbdatioa 
^^  fi^PPort  of  the  MuticatWi ' 


>  Undoubtedly,*  rctuitled  Aper,  *  I 
fhall  not  tamely  fuifer  the  moderns  to 
be  condemned,  unheard  and  unde* 
fended.  But  firft  let  me  afk,  wlionn 
It  is  you  call  antitnU  f  Wiiat  age  of 
orators  do  you  dill inguifh  by  that  de- 
fignation?  The  word  always  fug- 
grits  to  me  a  Neftor,  or  an  UlylTes; 
men  who  lived  above  a  thoufand  year& 
fince:  whereas  you  iL-em  to  apply  it  to 
D;mjlthcnes  and  Ilyperides,  who,  it 
is  <igieed,  flourifY:ed  fo  late  at  the 
times  of  Philip  and  Alexander,  and, 
indeed,  furvived  them.  It  appears 
from  hence,  that  there  is  not  much 
above  four  hui  dred  years  diftance  be- 
tween out  ajeand  that  of  Demofthenes : 
a  portion  of  time,  which,  confidered 
with  iefpe£l  to  human  duration,  ap- 
pears, 1  acknowledge,  extremely  long; 
bur,  if  compared  with  that  immenie 
acta  which  the  philofophers  talk  of, 
is  exceedingly  contraftcd,  and  feems 
almolt  hut  of  yei>erday.  For  if  it  be 
true,  what  Cicero  obferves  in  his  trea- 
tili;  jnfcribed  to  Hortenf.us,  that  the 
great  and  genuine  year  it  that  period 
in  which  the  heavenly  bodies  return 
to  the  lame  pofiuon,  wherein  they 
were  placed  when  they  firft  began  their 
refpeilive  orbii«;  and  this  revolution 
contains  12,954.  of  our  folar  years{ 
then  Denio(Uiene$|  this  antient  De- 
mofthenes of  your*,  lived  in  the  fame 
ye?.r,  or  rather  I  might  fay,  in  the 
lame  month,  with  ourfelves.  But  to 
mention  the  Roman  orator^:  I  pre- 
fume,  you  will  fcarcely  prefer  Mene- 
nius  Agrippa  (who  may  with  fome 
propriety,  indeed,  be  called  an  an- 
tient) to  the  men  of  eloquence  among 
the  modems.  It  is  Cicero,  then»  I 
fuppofe,  together  with  CcelidsyCaefar, 
and  Calvus,  Brutus,  Afmius,  and 
Meflfalla,  to  whom  you  give  this  ho- 
nourable precedency:  vet  I  am  at  « 
lofs  to  aflign  a  reafon,  why  thefe 
fliould  be  deemed  ai\tientt  rather  than 
moderns.  To  inftance  in  Cicero :  he 
was  killed,  as  his  fireedman  Tiro  in- 
forms us,  on  the  A6th  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  confulfiiip  of  Hinius  and 
Panfa,  in  which  year  Auguftut  and 
Pedius  fucceeded  them  in  that  digni- 
ty. Now,  if  we  take  fifty -fix  years 
for  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  and  add 
twenty-three  for  that  of  Tibetu»^ 
about  four  foT  vViaX  o^  Cw^^loratMwci 
a- piece  for  CU>i4t»»  «n^^«cQ«  oca 
for  Ga\te*  0\VkO»  wANWaKv^a.^,  x^^- 
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•  f^rhcT  with  the  fix   that  onr  pri-fernt 

•  •'xcHlent  •  litiiicc  ha?  c^iov«•dthcem- 
•  pirr,  wrc  ftwii'hive  about   ont- hiin- 

•  lire  I    art' I    t;venty    yfJirs    troni    the 
•  •  «ie4th  ofCif cr  o  to  thclc  tinifs :  a  period 

•  to  wh'di  ir  ifl  not  iiups/ni.le  thai  a 
•■  mairslite  may  cxtpnd.     1  rtmeiTibtr, 

•  when  I  w.ifc  in  hritnin,  to   have  met 

•  with  an  old    foidicr,  who  :iniued  inc, 

•  he  had  fenced  in  the  army  which  op- 

•  poJVd  Cwfar's  del  cent  upon  that 
«  illand.     It"  n'c  Jiippoll'  this  poi  fon,  !w 

•  lieing  taken  pi i loner,  or  by  any  orhirr 

•  means,  to  liave'oecnbrouglit  icRomc, 

•  he  might -have  heard  Caeihr  and  Ci- 

•  etrro,  and   likewiie  any  of  our  con- 

•  tcmporarrt'S.     I  appeal  to  yovnirlvi «;, 

•  wliether,  at  the  lart  public  donative, 

•  there  were  not  feveral  of  the  populace 

•  who  acknowledged  they  had  received 
«  the  fame  bounty,    more  than  once, 

•  from  the  hands  of  Aiiguftun  ?     It  is 

•  evident,  therefore,  th.it  thefe  people 

•  might  have  been  prefent  at  tht  plead - 

•  ing«  both  of  Corvinus  and  Afinius  : 

•  for  Coi  vinus  was  :ilive  in  the  midtlle 

•  of  the  reigii  of  Agulins,  and  Afmiire 

•  towards  the  latter  end.    Surely,  then, 

•  you  will  not  fplit  a  century,  and  call 

•  one  orator  an  antienti  and  another  a 

•  Inoilern,  wlien  the  very  fame  perfon 
'  might  be  an  auditor  of  both;  and 
'  thus,  as  it  were,  render  them  content- 

•  poraries« 

*  The  cnncluiion  I  nwan  to  draw  from 

•  this  obfervation  is,  that  whatever  ad- 

•  vantages  theiL-  orators  might  derive  to 

•  their  characters  -from  the  period  of 

•  time  in  which  they  flourifhed,  the  fame 
€  will  extend  to  us:  ami,  indeed,  with 

•  <  much  more  reafon  than  to  S.  Galba, 
i  or  to  C.  Caihonuis,  It  cannot  be  dc- 
«  nii'd  that  the  compofitions  of  thel'ehitt 
«  are  very  inelegant  and  unpoli(he4l  per> 
<  foimanccsj  as  I  could  wifh,   that  not 

•  only  your  admired  Caivus  and  Cor. 
c  lilts,  but,  1  w!il  venture  to  add  to<i, 
i  even  Cicero  himfL*lf,  (fori  fhalldeli- 
I  \*er  my  ientiment^  with  great  fi  eedom) 
■  ha«l  net  confidercd  them  sn  tlie  pro|ier 

•  modcU  of  their  imitation.  Suifvr  me 
«  to  piemife,  howsver,  as  I  go  aIong« 
«  tl«  It  eloquence  changes  it*s  qualities  as 
fl  it  nms  through  difierent  ages.    Thus 

*  Futm  this  pa/uge  Fabrtc'ai  aflerts  chat 
Vefpaiian's  tc«f  n  :  but  he  evidently  miOakes 
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an  Graccli'is,  for  in^ance,  is  ?nocli 
more  copious  and  florid  th.in  oM  Cato, 
fo  Cjsiru«in<i»sinio  a  far  higher  Itrsin 
of  pol.'en»:Is  mil  rcfinenirnt  ilnn 
G^afCMUs.  Thii*,  likewiic,  tt  *\p. 
f,i  ethcs  of  Tully  ar*  more  rr^jti'ar^ 
and  marked  with  iuperiorc!r^ai.c.::iriJ 
hibpiiity,  ili.in  thole  of  till  iwo  oi;i- 
toss  W.\.  mention^;  (6  C'.»n'in»i<  n 
confi  IciaMv  more  fnu.toth  and  hanna- 
niouu  in  h'^  period*,  a*  wril  a»  moie 
cornel  in  his  language,  than  rullv. 
I  am  not  confulering  which  of  ihem 
is  moft  el oq unit :  all  I  endeaToiir  o 
prove  at  prrleiU  is,  that  oraTorvdoJs 
not  mam  felt  iifelf  in  one  unifii^n  fi- 
gure, but  is  cxhihitird  by  ttie  anticn:i 
under  a  variety  of  difTerent  a^i|«ir. 
anre«.  However,  it  is  by  no  menni 
a  jul^  way  of  reafonmg,  to 'infer  that 
one  thing  muU  iiecertarily  J>e  worfe 
than  another,  merely  btcaufc  it  is  not 
the  fame.  Vet  fuch  is  the  unaccount- 
able perverfity  of  hmnan  nature,  tltit 
whatever  his  antiquity  to  hoirt,  is 
fure  to  be  admired,  •«*  every  thing  no- 
vel is  certainly  difapproved.  Thflt 
are  critics,  I  doubt  nut,  to  he  found, 
who  prefer  even  Appius  'Coccus  to 
Cato;  as  it  \%  weli  known  that  Ctccfo 
had  his  cenlmers,  wfio  obK'dcJ  that 
his  rtyle  was  fwtllir.p;  and  leduitdanN 
and  bv  no  means  agrt-eible  tu  the  ele- 
gant coiicif'er.efs  ol  Attic  tl^q'Jciice. 
You  have  ct-rralnly  reati  the  ieitcrs  ot 
Cuivus  an*'.  R'uttis  to  Cicero.  It  ap- 
pears by  thole  fp.ltolary  colleclions 
that  Cicero  conlidered  Caivus  af  a 
dry,  unanimatcd  orator,  at  the  faute 
time  that  he  thought  the  rtvleof  B""- 
tusi4iegligL-ntnnd  unconnectt^l.  Tne:<fi 
in  their  turn,  had  the.r  obiedtions.  't 
ftcms,  to  Cicero:  Calvis  conHrmncJ 
hiftoratnnc.il  comp.  (iiions,  forhei**? 
weaic  and  en^rviteilj  an  Brums  iy* 
ufc  his  own  cxprcinin)  eftcemed  them 
ffil's'e  apti  ^i.[i^-if7ffJ,  If  I  weie  !og'** 
my  opinion,  I  Ihjuld  f.iy,  they  each 
fpoke  truth  of  one  another.  ^^^  * 
(hall  examine  theli-  oraf'TS  fci-aratc*/ 
hereafter:  my  prelont  deti^n  is  only 
to  eonfider  them  in  a  general  vii^- 
*  Theadmiix'ri  of  antiquity  ai-eagre^* 
I  think,  in  extending  the  Sra  ol  ^^^ 
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as  far  av  Ciflfius  Scveius; 
ey  aircri  to  have  het-ii  ihc  tint 
k  ouc  from  the  plain  and  lim- 
ler,  whic't  till  dieti  pievaileJ. 
affiim  :ii:tr  he  <itd  To,  noi 
y  Urfittcncy  in  {x)in(  oF  gc- 
earning.  bat  ironi  hi$  lupr- 
;mer(  ami  gooti  r^nle.  He 
i&  iw-cetffry  to  accoininod.tie 

as  I  oliit'ived  bcfuic,  tu  tl'.e 
times  9^1  k)  tafte  of  the  auiii- 
>ur  anctrltors,  indeed,  might 
nud  (siid  it  was  a  mark  of 
oraiiCe  and  wanr  t)f  p^jlitenefs 

were  To)  with  the  itnmode- 

tcdif'Uit  icn,t;th  of  fpeechcs, 
a«  in  voi^tir  in  rhofc  age8;  u»y 

to  be  ab.s  to  harangue  for 
day  togciher  was  itlclf  look- 
,  at  thai  illireiaic  (H:i'lod,  as  a 
jfihy  of  the  luchLli  adiiiiia- 
isimuieiuiiiil'ir  ui(r«duibliim, 
imltanrial  dstaii,  the  enllels 

and  l'u.'divition>  the  torm.il 
!   dr.iwii   i.ut   into  a  dull  v;'.- 

log.c;.i  <lL.li:5ti.iW>,  tO|k;tth*.;r 
ioiifaiid  (>:ft  I  i.'«).JciniiciiC:t.s 
■ne  tauc  e!-  iiunvs  vihicK  vcu 
i  laid  down  ar.uj./'  ihe  jt*;- 

inolt.  ill.,  it  I  *  -..'1  writers, 
bias  and  AjK-.i^  •ioi  j£,  svcit 
1  iu  lupirtj.c  l:or.i.i\i:-,  Ai:\l, 
cat  ail,  Jt  li.tf  i.:a:o.-  huxl  jint 
into   phiio»"p:;y,    a..d    ^oi.l-l 

his  haranj^.e  w-tli  ii>trr  of 

trite  i:.axiin&  of  :'r.v,  Ici  ncc, 
ndrii^l  <  III  'lis  . '»!ii:iu.es  io 
.  i*-jr  ifteJc  \ve;c  r.tw  and 
loit  :o|iic:s  to  il.'-in:   a",  indeed 

of  Uif  or  t.-r*  lf:-.'..''l'.e«i  had 

:ic;'jj'r.rr.r.Le  with  the  wr::- 
iCi'  o;  tht^  ;>'..ilc{o|ih(.r>  oi  the 
anb.  l^uc  ill  oiii  iii'):c  eii- 
;l  :i7L,  wl.cic  e\cn  th.:  If.vsit 
111  .iildiciice  JKiVe  at  kjiI  loriU: 
lotion  (J tli('.'i:i till (■»  't:.io.;';e!'tc 
anitd  to  fti'.d  out  nov  :ind 
iKl  }»aih<.  Siic  is  uiiii^;cil  to 
wi>  thinu.  th.iT  pi;:v  fitiijut  or 
".r  tars  <»f  hei  aiulnricej  cfjic- 

flic  iniitt  now  a^>«^  ar  l)eK»re 
who  decide,  not  by  l;^w,  hut 
iirityj  who  j^ekrib^  wh.it  li- 
y  think  proper  to  the  orator's 
'  not  calmly  wait  till  he  is 
:o  come  to  the  point,  but  call 
n  to  return,  &nd  openly  tedtt'y 
ipatience  whenever  he  feems 
to  wander  frvsn  the  queftion. 
btietch  yov^  woui'J>   incur 


days,  endure  an  orator^  wlio  flioiild 
open  his  harangue  with  a  tedious  «po- 
l€)gy  lor  the  wcakncfs  of  JMsconUitu- 
tionf  Yet  alinult  every  oration  of 
Corviiius  lets  out  in  that  manner. 
Would  any  man  m-iv  have  patience 
to  hear  out  the  iivc  lon^  books  ngainlt 
Veir-rsi  ?  or  thole  end  lets  volumes  of 
pleading  ill  favour  ot  Tully,  cr  Cc- 
cin.«?  The  vivacuy  of  our  rhodtra 
juilgcs  even  pi  events  the  fpeakifi  amf 
ihcv  uie  apt  to  conceive  fbme  tort  at 
pirnidice  agarnll  ail  he  itttcrt,  iinlels 
he  his  the  addrefs  to  bribe  their  at- 
tention by  the  ttrtnglb  and  fpiiii  of 
h.s  aiguiiKiiis,  the  livebftets  of  his 
iLiirimcnis,  or  the  elegance  and  bril-' 
liancy  o\  his  ue(crii>tions.  Tlic  veiy 
po^.ulaci-  h.ive  lome  norion  of  ihc 
bc;iiity  of  lan^ua^^e,  and  would  no 
moic  leiiHi  the  uncouiiiaers  of  ah»i~ 
quiiy  in  a  mock-i  i;  orator,  than  ihry 
wi.u.ii  the  gelUiie  of  old  Rolcius  or 
An-ibiviiis  in  a  modern  a^or.  Our 
young  ftudenis  too,  who  art  foiming 
inciiilelvcb  to  «:l(H]i.icnci',  and  for  rhu: 
puijH>fe  attend  the  courts  of  judtca. 
turc,  cx-,>efr  not  merely  to  iwir,  bu; 
lu  c.ury  hojiie  Ibmetiiing  worthy  lY 
rcmembiance:  and  it  is  ufunl  with 
r/.yrr  .\r.x  only  tu  canv.ifs  :imong  thi-m- 
Itivci,  iiui  to  tran.inii  to  their  reJjnv- 
t.ve  provinces  wh.uevn  ingenious 
!i:ci:j.lir  or  poetical  ornament  the  ora> 
lor  ha»  happiiy  emphi\ed.  For  evtu 
the  ejiibeinthmcnrs  of  poetry  are  now 
rcvt:;rird;  and  ihok*  too,  not  copied 
Xxinw  the  hravy  and  aniiouuied  man- 
ntr  of  Aitius  or  i*acuviui,  biatoim- 
oj  in  the  lively  and  elegant  fpirit  i.f 
Hoi  ace,  Viroij,  and  Lucan.  Agi\-e- 
abiV,  thw'i^foiv,  U)  the  fupeiior  laite 
and  ju»^^iiK'nt  ot  the  pieilnt  age,  tnir 
orators  appear  with  a  more  p(iiifhe(i 
and  gi':«rctul  afpe^K  Alid  molt  cer- 
tain: v  it  cannot  l>e  thoutrht  that  their 
r.eeches  are  the  lei*  etficaciouf,  •i^. 
cut le  they  Ic«oihe  the  ears  f^ii  thesv.^ 
dicHCe  with  the  pie:iring  moduhitinii 
o\  harmonious  }iei'iod'>.  Has  £lo- 
i|ueoc«  loll  her  powirr,  l>ecauie  Air  ba<k 
improved  her  charms '^  Aiv  our  teiti- 
\\t:>  lef>  durable  than  ihoie  of  oh!, 
Iiecaofe  they  arc  not  iormeil  of  rtitie 
mateiials,  but  fhineout  in  all  thepoiifh 
and  Iplendor  of  iheinoft  coiUj  orna« 
ments^ 
*  To  con(eCf  tYt«  ^\i\  toa^3^^  ^>»ft  ^.^ 

*  fe£l  vibicH  iBiAY  xA  xV«  vbXxctiti  V^vx^ 

•  upon  iDC|  \\  »  ^bSwifia  wt  ««taw  \» 
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laugh  or  deep.  Not  to  mention  the 
more  ordinary  race  of  orarors,  fuch  at 
CsDUtiuSy  Arrlusy  or  Fanniusy  wiih 
Ibme  othcrt  of  the  fame  dry  and  un- 
alFefling  caft;  even  Calviit  himfeif 
fcarce  pleafes  me  in  more  tlian  one  or 
two  ihort  orations:  though  he  has  left 
.  behind  him,  if  I  miftake  nor,  no  iefs 
than  one  and  twcfnty  volumes.  And 
the  world  in  general  feems  to  join 
with  me  in  the  fame  opinion  of  them: 
for  how  few  are  the  readers  of  his 
inveAivei  aga'mft  Ffcinius  or  Drufus? 
Whereas  thofe  againft  Vatinius  are  in 
every  .body's  hands,  particularly  the 
fccondp  which  is  indeeid,  both  in  fen- 
timent  and  language,  a  well- written 

Eiece.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
e  had  an  idea  of  juft  compol'iiion, 
and  rather  wanted  genius  than  incli. 
nationy  to  reach  a  more  graceful  nnd 
elevated  manner.  As  to  the  orations 
of  CoeliuSf  though  they  are  by  no 
meant  valuable  upon  the  whole,  yet 
they  have  their  merit,  fo  far  as  they 
approach  to  the  exalted  elegance  of 
the  prefent  times.  Whenever,  indeed, 
his  compofition  is  carelefs  and  uncon- 
ne^^edy  his  expreilion  low,  and  his 
fentiments  grolsj  it  is  then  he  is  truly 
anantient:  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
there  is  no  one  fo  fond  of  antiquity  as 
to  admire  him  in  that  part  of  his  cha. 
ra£ler.  We  may  allow  Casfar,  on 
account  of  the  great  affairs  in  which 
he  was  engaged j  as  we  may  Bru- 
tus, in  confideration  of  his  philofophy; 
to  be  Iefs  eloquent  than  might  other- 
wife  be  expeded  of  fuch  fuperior  ^c- 
niufes.  The  truth  is,  even  tlieir 
warmell  admirers  acknowledge^  th:it 
as  orators  tliey  by  no  means  fhinc  with 
the  fame  luftre  which  dilHnguiflied 

'  every  other  part  of  their  reputation. 
Carfares  fpeech  in  favour  of  Dccius, 
and  that  of  Brutus  in  behalf  of  Kin^ 
Dejotaru  8,  with  fome  others  of  the  lame 
coldnefs  and  languor,  have  fcarccly,  I 
imagine,  met  with  any  readers;  un- 
lefs,  perhaps,  among  fuch  who  can  re- 
lifh  their  verfes.  For  vcrfes,  we  know, 
they  writ,  (and  publifhed  too)  I  wilt 
not  fay  with  more  fpirit,  but  un- 
doubtedly with  more  fuccefs,  thun 
Cicero,  hicaufe  they  had  ths  goi)d 
fortune  to  fall  into  much  fewer  hands* 
A{inius,  one  would  guefs,  by  his  air, 

and  manner,  to  have  been  comem- 
'  porary  with  Menenius»  and  Appms\ 
/  though  in  fUt  he  iiypi  mncU  B«ia«c  lo 


our  times.  It  is  vifible  he  wasacloie 
imitator  of  Aitias  and  Pacuviut,  net 
only  in  his  tragedies,  but  alfo  in  his 
orations;  fo  remarkably  dry  and  uii- 
poliflied  are  ail  his  compofitssns!  But 
the  beauty  of  eloquence,  like  ihat  of 
the  human  furm,  cunfifts  in  the 
fmoothnefs,  iltrngth,  and  colour  of 
it*s  feverai  parts.  Corvinus  I  am  in- 
clined to  rpaiej  tiiough  it  was  his  own 
tault  that  he  did  noi  equal  the  elegant 
refinements  of  modem  com(X)fitions, 
as  it  muft  be  acknowledged  his  ce- 
nius  was  abundantly  fufficient  for  that 
pumofe. 

<  The  next  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is 
Cicero;  who  had  the  fame  conteft  with 
thofe  of  his  own  times,  as  miiir,  injr 
friends,  with  you.  They,  iticcms, 
were  favourers  of  the  anticnts;  whilH 
He  preferred  the  eloquence  of  his  con- 
temporaries: and,  m  truth,  he  excels 
the  orators  of  his  own  age  in  nothing 
more  remarkably,  than  in  the  foWi-jr 
of  his  judgment.  Ho  was  the  fiifi  who 
Ii.t  .1  pulifh  upon  oratory;  whoreem- 
cd  to  hnve  any  notion  of  delicacy  of 
exprcifion,  and  the  art  of  compou- 
tion.  Accordingly  he  atiempteH  a 
more  fiorid  ity  ie :  as  he  now  and  then 
breaks  out  into  fome  lively  fiifties  of 
wit;  particularly  in  his  later  peifonn* 
ances,  when  much  pra6l ice  and  expe- 
rience (thot'e  belt  and  lurell  guii!e») 
bad  taught  him  a  more  improved  man- 
ner. But  his  earlier  compofitioDsare 
not  without  the  blemi  flies  of  antiquity. 
He  is  tedious  in  his  exordiumsi  too 
ciiciimftantiul  in  his  narration!}  ^"(^ 
carelefs  in  retrenching  luXllriaIlce^. 
He  feem»s  not  eafny  afTefleil,  and  u 
but  rarely  fiicd;  as  hs  |>criods  are  ftl- 
dom  eJthir  properly  rou:u!eil,  or  hap- 
pily pointed;  he  hab  nutliing,  in  fine, 
you  would  wilh  to  make  your  own* 
His  fpeeches,  like  a  nide  ediAce,baV" 
ftrengih,  indeed,  and  permaneflcyj 
but  are  deftitutc  of  that  elegance  an^ 
fpltiidor  which  aie  necelTdry  to  teni^ 
them  perfefiiy  agreeable.  The  ora- 
toi,  however,  in  his  tumpofition*!  a§ 
ilie  nihn  of  wtaiih  in  his  building' 
fhould  Cijnfidcj"  ornament  as  well  a* 
ufci  hi«  llru£\ure  flinuld  be,  not  only 
fubifantid,  but  ftrikingj  arJ  hisfui* 
nituie  not  merely  convenient,^  but 
rich,  ami  fuch  as  will  bear  a  cloicas^ 
^Tw\wtT\\  xtvV^Aion;  whilft  every  thirg 

xVi^V  >\a%  a.  tntaXi-MSk^  ')N^k'•r«s&')9)!^' 
*  «Lt«t  o>^^x.  Vi  ^  MQKaSi^  vib&p^* 
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nir  orator  then  rejeft  every  cx- 
an  that  is  oblolecei  and  grown 
t  as  it  were*  by  agct  let  him 
rcful  not  to  weaken  the  force  of 
mtiinenta  by  a  heavy  ami  inarri- 
Gorabination  of  words,  like  our 
compilers  of  annals;    let  him 

I  all  low  and  infipid  raillery}  in 
rd,  let  hiro  vary  the  fti-u£lure  of 
leriods,  nor  end  every  fentcnce 
the  fame  uniform  clofe. 

will  not  expode  the  meannefs  of 
*o*s  conceits,  nor  his  adedation 
mcluding  almoll  every  other  pe- 
withy  asiiJboiUiifeem,  inilead  of 
ing  them  with  I'ome  lively  and 
ed  turn.  I  mention  even  thefe 
reluflance,  and  pafs  over  many 
s  of  the  fame  injudicious  calK  It 
\g\yp  however,  in  little  ai^Vdla- 
of  this  kind,  that  they  who  are 
:d  to  llyle  themfelves  antient  ora- 
eem  to  admire  and  imitate  him. 

II  content  my fclf  with  dcfcribing 
characters,  without  mentioning 

names:    but,  you  are  fcnfible, 

are  certain  preirndcra  to  tade 

prefer  Lucilius  to  Horace,  and 
«tius  to  Virgil;  who  hold  the 
lence  of  your  favourite  Baflfus  or 
ianus^  in  the  utmoft  contempt, 
I  compared  with  thxt  of  Sifcnna 
srro;  in  a  word,  who  defpife  th2 
unions  of  our  modern  vhetori- 
,  yet  are  in  rapfites  %vith  ihoie 
lalvui.     Thefc   cut  ions    orators 

in  the  courts  of  judicature  after 
manuer  of  the  antient s,  (as  tiicy 
l)  til]  they  arc  dfieit'd  by  the 
,e  audience,  and  .ire  icarce  fup- 
ible  even  to  their   very  clients. 

truth  of  it  is,  that  foundnefs  of 
tcncc  .which  they  lb  much  boait, 
jt  an  evidence  uf  the  natural 
:nclii  of  their  genius,  as  it  is  the 
t  alone  of  tame  and  cautious  art. 
thyficim  would  pronounce  a  man 
kjoy  a  proper  conlhiution,  whofe 
h  procce.)ed  entirely  from  a  Ihi- 

and  al^flemious  regimen.  To 
»ly  not  indifpofcd,  is  but  a  fmall 
ifition{  iiisipiiits,  vivacity,  and 
ir,  that  I  require :  whatever  comes 

of  this,  is  but  one  remove  from 
cillity. 

it  then  (as  with  great  eale  it  may, 
in  fad  i»)  the  (glorious  dillini^^lion 
ni»  my  iiluftrious  friends,  to  en- 


noble our  age  with  the  mo  ft  refined 
eloquence.  It  is  with  infinite  fatis 
faction,  Meffalla,  I  obfei-ve,  that  you 
Angle  out  the  moft  florid  among  the 
antients  for  your  model.  And  you, 
my  other  two  ingenious  friends  •,  fo 
happily  unite  ftrength  of  fentiment 
with  beauty  of  expreflion^  fuch  a 
pregnancy  of  imagination,  fucha  fym* 
metry  of  ordonnance  diftinguifh  your 
fpteches;  fo  copious  or  fo  concife  is 
youc  elocution,  as  different  occaHont 
require;  fuch  an  inimitable  graceful- 
nef  s  of  iiyle,  and  fuch  an  eafy  flow 
of  wit,  adorn  and  dignify  your  com* 
pofitions:  in  a  woirl,  to  abfolutely 
you  command  the  paffions  of  your  au- 
dience, and  fb  happily  temper  your 
own,  that,  however  the  envy  and  ma- 
lignity'of  the  prefent  age  may  withold 
that  appliiile  which  is  fo  jufUy  your 
due,  poller ity,  yon  may  rely  upon  it, 
will  fpeak  of  you  in  the  advantageous 
terms  which  you  well  deferve.* 
When  Aper  had  thus  fini(hed«-'  It 
mult  be  owned,*  faid  Maternus, '  our 
fi  iend  has  fpoken  with  much  force  and 
fpirit.  What  a  torrent  of  learning 
and  eloquence  has  he  poured  forth  in 
defence  of  the  modems!  and  how 
compleatly  vanquifbed  the  antients 
w;th  thofe  very  weapons  which  he 
borrowed  from  them  I  However,*  con- 
tinued he,  applying  himfelf  to  MefTalla^ 
you  muft  not  recede  from  your  en- 
gagement. Not  that  we  expert  you 
ihould  enter  into  a  defence  of  the  an- 
tients, or  fuppofc  (however  Aper  is 
pleafed  ro  compliment)  that  any  of  us 
can  Itand  in  competition  with  them. 
Aper  himfelf  does  nut  fmcercly  think 
fo,  I  dare  fay;  but  takes  the  oppofite 
fide  in  the  debate,  merely  in  imitation 
of  the  celebrated  manner  of  antiquity. 
We  do  not  defire  you,  therefore,  to 
entertain  us  with  a  panegyric  upon 
the  antientst  their  well -ettabliihed  re- 
putation places  them  far  above  the 
want  of  our  encomiums.  But  what 
we  requeft  of  you  is,  to  account  for 
our  having  lb  widely  departed  from 
that  noble  fpecies  of  eloquence  which 
they  difplayed:  elpeciaily  lince  we  are 
not,  according  to  Ajier^s  calculation^ 
more  tlKin  a  hundred  and  twenty  years 
diltint  from  Cicero.* 
<  I  fliall  endeavour,*  returned  Mef- 
falla, '  to  purfue  the  yUsi  ^Q>x^x^\aQt!l 


*  Macciflus  ani  Secuadau 
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*  down  to  me,     T  fii^ll  not  mtcr  into 

*  ihc  quellion  wirh  Apcr,  (thciij^K  in- 
»*  deed  he  i«  the  firft  that  ever  njaiie  it 
'  one)    whfther    thofe  whi>   tlouii^Iied 

*  ah-  Vf  a  ccrtmy  l-veH^re  iis.,  cm  pro- 

*  prrl\    be  it^kd  ;im;»rits.     I  .im  not 

*  <ji'"ji«»i<'i  to  coTvten.l  :ibi>til  vv^r-isi  let 
■*  liHin  he  ciiilai  ar:ii;'.:s,  oj  anceijurs, 

*  or  \vh  rtvti  o'hcr  r.mie  he  o  eiVts,  lo 

*  it  he  alloweii  their  iraiorv  v.;:s  liipc 

*  rior  to  oins.     I  admii  t<"»,  wr  it  he 

*  jiilt  no-'    jilv.inrtd,   rh:»'  i".- .r-nr-   va- 

*  rioii*  kipvis  o-  .  i  >i\  cr.ct  d..v     n  bit-  in 

*  the  fan..:  Mil    "r   niucli   ino;  .   mi   «l.i- 

*  fcieru  aj.1-.-.    iii:;  'is  'rmr  /  rin'  At'n: 

*  OiatolS,    Di"iwilluv'e.s  ^^  j..  i«  "  '    ".  \.iC 

*  fiill  lank,  thti. -'li.'.-M '..-^■,  hv|MTic'«.s 

*  nex:,  a:i'l  ar-..r  i'-.iiLyiiu.  and  Ly- 

*  cui'j;  1*  J  V  xri,  wiiich  on  all  li.r  .I- 
is  a:.'! I   d  \\i  h<Vw'  ''e  mi  ;!'.t  pi  nrjc  l;:al  :i 

*  <»foi.i!  y.  1  i'.nv '...!♦■ 'i',  Ciccj  »  i^ 
byuiiiwi!  icii.UcTtr  pi  ^l.^dt«)■»■  his 
coiit  -tipir-  ic^;   IS  aK^;- 1.1m,  C  a.'.  115, 

*  All.v"-,  Cur'     ,  v>  c.eini^J  a'*.il  J>:'ur.:, 

*  a^c  jurly  aci:"c.\viid^.  J   lo  have  tx- 

*  C'  ile*l  all  our  |  iccriling  or  jiihrtfo;i.j,t 
oiaii.Tk.  Kvii*  i»  It  of  any  ioip'utar.ce 
r<»  ih»:  pre'ciu  arj,iunci.:,  tha:  '.l:ey  dif- 

'  i'tx  in    nrinncT,    linn*  i-'.-v   arrcc  in 

*  kind.     The?  com|writic'r.s  cT  C?ilvus, 

*  it  18  confcrtld,  are  diltincruiibed  h\ 

*  their  remarkahieconcilcnclR}  as  thol't: 
of  Afiniiis  are  by  tht  hanntmious  flt>w 
of  his  language.     Bi  dliancy  of  rciiti- 

"*  msnt  is  Crjfai's  ch:uacK'r'Il!c  ^  as 
poip;uai)cy  ot   wit  is  th.n  c. f  OtLns. 

*  Solidify  ncjmmend:.  th;r  fpccii  >  of 

*  I-JiUiii- i  while  Ci.pioiilV.uls,  ilsir.iilh, 
'  :'T  il  vjli-mt-nc*,  a:c  tlir  {JK'd'jni'isnt 

*  qual:l:es   ir.  Cicio.      I'liii   of  liicin, 

*  iu.'.vfvi-!,   d'.'.p.uys  a:n.\|ir:l  l'«^nni.ii.ci: 

*  offlo(ju  i.cl;  and  one:  nriy  clnv  iif- 

*  ck  vci  h  p,i«i-?ii  rc/v!v.hi3nv:c  a;ui  ;:lnd- 

*  itil  liktT-.'.'s  ;ii:j  thuin.;h  their  fev'^ral 

*  vvi'j^^,  th:u'.j',l-.  (inirti.-.i,  i:KUi\l,  ac- 
.*  ri'i,iji;/    'n    li.'cir   ulpcChvc   Cvni'  ti.s. 

*  J"i!it  il:- V   ir.uni-.illv  iWtia.H':d   from 

*  c  icii  oti>'V,  (  s  iiini'ft  K*' 'ivvr.id  thcic 

*  :iyiM:".nv; ;  v.ni  r.riir.    n  I'lts  or  iiuii  *niiy 

*  :;'.  ll.tH  JilH:'.)    »>    iw.'l  to  Iv;   in^pu'C;1 

*  t«-  .hi-iii  a^  I'lat!  IS,  lilt  as.  «t».m.  (\il- 
'  vs.  AfuM:!?,  ani  txvw  (!:i"."io  hini- 
'  li'l',  v.ciL-  li  ih:c,  w:-  d.:;ib',  tfj  hi^  in- 

*  f  :\.r.\  ". rh  j».jU;ii(>,  iis  wil!  ;  s  wlih 
'  o'l'c:  hi.-'.ian    f..'.  Si.cs    ar(!    ir  j^iiltf- 

*  ■.«»-.    r>i'ivi-,  l,o\*i.\v-,  I  \\>\'  \.va  y 

*  uxc-.j't  fioiij  u!i  i  t^piM  iijf'.r.e  of  r^\  .^- 
f  a>;m,  ii.s  /  .iwi  j''  :;i:.'U*-d  he  iy.  U  the 
'  fii'Ctif^   iir.tl    iir;Mi?..i'    ff.  {inif-nls  <■{ 

'  hi$  ktiirii  tor  cjiii  it  be  li.j^poicd  ih;iX. 


*  He  (hou!d  envj"  C'cero,  who  does  not 

*  ieem  to  havf  envlt-il  rvcn  Caefar  him- 

*  frif ?  As  to  Gaii'if,  Lichu?,  and  foine 

*  « thcrs  of  the  ant.cnts,  whom  Aper 

*  !.a^  »riou*hr  proper  to  condemn,  lam 

*  wliin.-'  !i'  idmit  that  they  have  Ibme 

*  dtfr>i-,  which  muft  hr  afcriT>ei4  tea 
'  ;r  "vin^'  and  vet  iinmanirr  eloquence. 

*  After  all,  if  've  iniift  iclinqnifh  the 

*  'tobier  kind  of  orato'v,   and   adopt 

*  <  oie  lower  fpecie*?,  1  fhuidd  c-rtainiy 
'  n  tfer  the  impenv  firv  of  Gracchv*, 

*  or  iheincorri'ftncl>-  r.t  Ciairus,  ic  t-.c 

*  ftiitied  ff'ppe.y  «'f  M«ct»n«,  .  r  trie 

*  rf- . '!{h  m;  ;r' •  o*  Gi  iro:  fo  m'!ch  ra- 

*  "■•  ■    ^v^>ll.;l  1   1  r  •  ro-in;- Te  cioarhcd 

*  I-    ;!..  i.iv:i  riido  a-vl  Firt'llgent  pirb, 

*  '•*!-    li'CKe'-  out  wi  h  thtr  fahr  colon r« 

*  li!  affuMcd  orna:r.f.:i!  Th^rc  is  foine- 

*  thinf>  !!»  ojr  piVitT.r  M«arn--nof  et';cu- 

*  ti'in,  -.  Imc'  is  !o  f  !  ir.-.r  b.-i  g  ^-rato- 

*  11  il,  thai  ii  ••»  iHt  t-v.'ij  iiiaiiW)  and 

*  01. L-  »vouid  ima^i^ineour  modeiTj  plead- 

*  r-rs,  bv  the  levity  ofihcirwit,  the  af* 

*  ffdcd  ^m.>o•hn^•*  of  •ivlr|)en;'ds,ar.d 
'  r.centionJnels  of  t"  li.  ;.yle,  h.id  a  v  f  w 

*  to  'he  :hige  in  all  ihcu'  comitofi  u-ns. 

*  A.-cordmglv,  /i'lne   of  them  ait:  rot 

*  a;>iair.cil  to  boalt  (  A-hich  onecan  fcarce 

*  ev.  n    n^. 'tinT  vvith  lit   3  bluOi)   that 

*  li:e!!-  ipc  c'-.  s  avr  nfl.iptcd  lo  ttir  foft 
«  ni.  v'.j:  :ri;jn  ..  f  ft  'p-  it  '.ific     It  is  ihit 

*  d-  jw  .\i:y  lif  i:<f:.;  v.  »i.ch  has  giver  ffe 

*  tj  r-.-  very  ii.dvccrt  and  prp|v?ft  r -ui^ 
«  tboni;!-,  vtiv  fr.  (;.,  n:,  -x;>:rilv..'n.  th.*r 
'  f'lch    :«T  fiiucr   Ij'-ak-  jmootkiy^  and 

*  fiicS  a  <ii!:'."er  moves  ele^ii:Mtiy.  \  nn 
«   \\i;;ii.-  tri  r.:!-nir,  ihcivfore.  thai  Caf- 

*  fill-  Ij.v.r:»*,(i::erM^^ir  modern  whom 

*  A  er  ha«   ii:oii;ht   prt^^er  'o    nam*^) 

*  wli'M  rtuvjia'eiho  thrli;  li;$d<-pri..Mdte 

<  UNTf-MfMs,  mvv  i'-.dly  hv  dfeired   an 

*  oi-ii'.r;  rlour!;,  it  is  certain,  in  :bc 

*  o«r:»(trr  p-^t  t  <r<"  h-v  c.^rtipofi lions  ibere 

*  rsrri-'iit.  fa;  nu::  *   Ihtnvh  ihnn  f;  rrit. 

*  II    Wi-,  ilic  full  *\h. J  rf;',e£>vd  chart jty 

<  fd  ir\  r.  no  |>r -piM'ty  of  methivl.   In- 

*  i\yc\\    in  rij.:  \.\r  of  tlv.^fe  v«rv  wea- 

*  y^u<  w  t||  Nuiiifh  !>t  n  j;c4pcs,  (u-  fVi.r 
«   l.nf    lvn'«"if  *';..•..  'o  a'lhivift,   bv  rl- 

*  w.i-  s « ii.le.ivou. .r.ji,  ti;  attick j  nnd  one 

*  tii'V  .vt.vW  ni'iu'  prrpirriy  fay  t»f  iiim, 

*  th'.'h    pi!lr=  at  niulom,  than  thst 

*  l>i- c.»n  {MiiN  himf  (I  according  to  t4i^ 

*  ''lit  •.-.»  :.s  i-f  r^-'iMib.r  combat.    Never- 

*  il.'lif?.,  he  i";   i^Tiaily  luperior,  as  I 

*  o'^nvid  btforr,  ir  the  variety  of  hit 

*  L'.Trn.Pk;,  the  anrecnbienej!'  of  h'y%  wit, 
'  A"  \\  • .  c  iu*x\^^x\\oK  Vwjjj-.tvivir.,  to  thi.fe 
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however,  has  Aprr  ventured  to  brinsj 
into  the  field.  1  imagined,  t|i.it  aiu-r 
hiviR*;  deputed  Alinius,  and  Ccelins, 
and  Ciivuii,  he  would  have  lui^ili- 
tutsd  anati.cr  let  of  oraiois  in  rlirir 
place,  and  ih^t  he  had  n\Mi!iie;s  to 
prnduce  in  opijoniion  to  C- c  in,  io 
Cxliir,  art  I  ih=  icil  v  hn'u  h  ■  jviivMid  ; 
bf  at  ic2i\,  one  lival  tu  eric'i  d  ihein. 
On  the  ccjittraiy,  lit  h  !s  diitindiy  .'ind 
liepaia'ely  ccnfured  bll  the  antients, 
while  he  has  veuiiMcd  to  commend 
the  ircdcrns  in  ^;'-nvial  only.  II j 
tlvuglit,  pcrliups,  if  he  liiikrloil  out 
tome,  he  iht»nid  driw  upon  liiinlclf 
therelcntmcnioi  :dl  tlx  ri.!*:  t;.rcvfiy 
d(cl'4tincri«inoin-;  ihem  m^AlviKy  la.iks 
hindlif,  in  his  own  fkiiult-p-nlt  n.  iM-fore 
Cicrio,  though  in'iieit  nlttr  (iiLl.inia- 
nu*.  But  whaf  A,)ci'  was  not  inidy 
enough  ti>  undrii:ike,  I  v^ill  he  ball 
to  execute  for  hlni  j  anJ  diaw  out  his 
oratorical  heroes  in  full  vitw,  tl.at  it 
may  appear  by  v.h:»t  d  gitcs  tlie  Cplrit 
and  vigo'.jf  of  •nurni  ci'.tiu-:ice  was 
impaired  and  broken.' 

*  Let  ine  jatlur  ir.iirrit  yon,'  f.iid 
Maternus,  inteirr.pMiif(  i)im,  *  t'.)eiiter, 

without  any  f:ii'il-.cr  ^iietacc,  i:p  :n  the 
difnculty  you  fii\  n.iluiuok  :<■,  tlenr.^ 
That  we  arc  interior  i.i  the  airivnts  in 
joint  of  cloqu-ir.c;,  I  In'  no  incurs 
WflHt  to  h  tye  I  j'-v.d,  l.rir.j»  entirely 
<3f  tha'  opir.ii.T.',  br.t  my  |-n:iM.t  cr.- 
qiiiry  is  lt>>>v  lu  ^cci  i.n<'  Icr  oni  lii.k- 
in^  Io  far  bcl:nv  tlv.inr  Acp-.ltion, 
it  ice:i.s,  yon  h:»vt:  examii'.J,  and 
winch  I  3111  pciiiJ  i  Ic-'i  \on  Wf?n!d  dii- 
cufs  w-r})  jr.u'.h  ciil'msif-*,  it  Aj'ei's 
uikinticii'ul  attack.  i:pui!  yi-nr  favourite 
or.itort  h:td  not  u  iltric  diic<.'ni poled 
^ou.'— *  1  am  i.r tiiji  v  ciiVi.dod,"  n.- 
iiiRtd  MriPalJa,  •  v.:tli  i\v.'  tVnriir'.r.ts 
which  Apcr  ha?  aiivnnci'd,  teiri.^r 
ought  you,  my  trie;  ds,  ri-'mcniNci  iHijj 
aiwuy)^  t:  ai  ic  is  iin  cihi''i:iiU'l  liw  in 
dtlidtes  <  f  tins  kinil,  iliui  e\\.-i  v  n.an 
xnav  with  entire  ivcmirv  dijcl(;le  his 
imrrfcrved  opinion.' — *  Proceed  thm, 
I  bffttch  you,'  rc-plied  Malunns,  *  lo 
the  txaniinatioM  of  this  point  concern- 
ing the  antu'n's,  \'i!h  ;j  fpndum  cijuai 
to  theirs  :  from  which  1  fui'pecl,  alas  I 
we  have  more  widely  degenerated, 
than  even  from  their  cidcu^-nce.' 

•  The  cauie,*  faid  JVlellaii-i,  r.iunilrg 
his  difcourie,  '  does  not  lie  very  icinote; 
*  andy  thc.u£ih  voii  arc  pis.'i'.i  i  ro  call 
'  vpoa  me  Vj  afllgn  ir,  is  well  kno»vn, 

'  /  Joube  no:,  bo:-:  tu  /ou  and  to  the 


reft  of  th»s  cmnpany.  For  is  it  not 
o'ui'ius  that  E'io»!uencp.  tOfcthcr  with 
t'lC  rtit  of  the  pji-.tr-r  arts,  has  fallen 
from  htr  anriLnt  glory,  noi  for  wmt 
I  if  adinirii-,  but  ihr.'i»i\h  th.e  dilVo- 
lut.'nels  of  our  \iinrh,  the  r.j*i;lij,',cr.ce 
<d  pucnrs.  ilie  \p.nnraii;c  r»t  prrccp- 
Xv'.-i,  and  the  uni'v-rial  dilirjvutl  of 
ansient  manntM>?  Evils,  -.'hich  derived 
their  fourcc  from  Rome,  and  :j:cnce 
f'pread  thenifelves  throut^h  Italy,  and 
over  all  the  |)rovincesi  tin  ugh  the  mif- 
chicf,  indird,  i«!  inoll  ob'lrvable  with- 
in onrown  walls.  I  Hiail  ttike  notice, 
tlmtfor'-,  «d  tholi;  vices  to  which  ihc 
)ontli  of  th-.s  city  are  more  peculiarly 
cxpilLdj  which  rife  upon  them  in 
number  :;s  ih^v  incrcale  in  ycais.  But 
bcfoie  I  enter  farther  into  this  iubjt6^, 
Ici  use  pieinifc  an  obfcrvation  or  two 
C'.'i.Ci'rr.ing  the  judicious  method  of 
d.lcipline  piriciiiiil  by  our  arceitors, 
in  tmininj::  up  their  children. 
'  In  the  fiitl  place,  then,  the  virtuous 
marions  of  ihofc^^ifer  ajije*  did  not 
abardon  their  infants  to  the  mean 
hoveU  <d  mcr(cn:ny  nurles,  but  ten- 
derly reaicd  thmi  up  at  their  own 
bn  JlU;  iibeininrr  the  careful  rt.i2fnl.i- 
tion  of  ih.tjr  children  and  domtltic 
co.'.CLrns  as  the  hi{',hell  point  of  fe- 
rn..Ic  nicrir.  It  \.-as  ciili.;mary  with 
I -Km  lil.ewife  to  cl.ull'  out  fome  el- 
dtj  Iv  ieirale  rt- lati  jn,  of  aj)proved  cor- 
(!ii-^t,  wiih  whom  the  ianiily  in  general 
t..'!MtKd  the  CUV  (if  tiieir  rclpec^-.vc 
childiv',  villi. i: 4  their  i  fant  years. 
Ti.i  V.  i.ei:'«Ie  poiiV:n  ftrif^ly  iep,ulat- 
ri,  iKi'  opiv  :!.l".:-  moie  f^'rious  pur- 
f:i:!s,  l;i::  even  il.'.ir  vrry  an*.':lements; 
It  ihain.ng  llkm,  hy  lier  refpeftcd  pre- 
jence,  fi  j.-m  fayi:.j:  t.r  -: cling  any  thin^ 
cont:\»:  y  to  c'lCcikv  and  good  m::n- 
r.'iv.-.  In  tills  r.ianner,  we  are  inTiMm- 
e.i,  C<rr el ia  the  mother  of  the  two 
Ciiicchi,  as  alfb  Auiv.lia  and  At:  in,  to 
whom  jullns  and  Augnihis  Cwf^r 
oucd  thtir  ie:'pL-£^ivc  birth*!,  under- 
tcuk  ihi.i  otfice  of  family  t-iucati  r, 
ai.tl  traip<'d  up  thofe  feveral  noble 
y;i:t!'.s  to  whom  they  were  related. 
Tl-.is  nu  liod  of  dil'cij>iine  was  attend- 
ed v.  irh  one  very  Insular  advantage: 
thcn)i:uls  of  young  men  were  conduct- 
ed found  and  untainted  totheihidy  of 
the  ncble  arts.  Accordingly,  what- 
ever piojedion  they  d«:termined  upon, 
\»?babet  xV\a\  v?  tivctw,  Ao^^vkt^v^*  ci' 
Iriw,  i\\c7  ntwwAN  AtHoX^A  \V«^'v.«\^ 
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fipated  application,  pofleflVd  the  whole 
compafs  of  their  chofen  fcience. 

*  Buty  in  the  prefent  age,  the  little 
boy  i«  delegated  to  the  cai-e  of  fome 
paltry  Greek  chamber- in  aid,  in  <on- 
jun6^ion  with  two  or  three  other  fcr- 
vantf,  (and  even  thofc  geneially  of 
the  worit  kind)  who  are  ahiohiteiy  un- 
fit for  every  rational  and  ferious  of- 
fice. From  the  idle  tales  and  grofs 
abfurdities  of  thefe  worthlefs  people, 
the  rsnder  and  iininfttufled  mind  is 
fuffertd  to  receive  it*8  earlicft  imjiref- 
fions.  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  fuppolbd, 
that  any  caution  fhould  be  obieivcd 
among  thedoinel^ics;  fince  the  parents 
themfelvet  are  fo  far  from  training 
their  young  families  to  vii  tue  and  mo- 
defty,  that  they  let  thtm  the  Cni\  ex- 
amples of  luxury  and  Ilcentiourners. 
Thus  our  youth  gradually  acqu.re  a 
confirmed  habit  of  impudence,  an^i  a 
total  difregard  of  that  revtrcncc  ihcy 
owe  both  to  themfelves  and  to  r)t)ier>. 
To  fay  ti-uth,  it  feems  as  if  a  ton^hu'ls 
for  horfes,  a^^ors,  and  gluiliitors,  the 
peculiar  and  diliinguilhin^  follv  nf 
this  our  city,  was  imprclVed  up.  n 
them  even  in  ilic  womS;  and  when 
once  a  pailion  of  this  cc-nreiuprii)re 
fort  has  feizcd  ind  cng.iged  the  ivin»i, 
what  opening  is  there  K  ft  for  the  nc)l>le 
arts?' 

*  AU  converfation  in  general  is  m- 
fe£^«d  wiih  lop'cj  of  this  kimU  as 
they  are  tlie  conKiint  fub/ets  of  dll- 
courle,  not  onI\*  aiiiongft  our  youth 
in  their  ;'C  ulnnirs,  but  even  of  their 
tutors  thenilitlvci.  For  it  is  not  by 
ettablifhink(  a  tiiicl  di!ciplir.e,  or  by 
giving  proofs  .;f  their  geiiiu*?,  'iiat  iSns 
order  ot  li.ea  ^ain  pup'.li.;  v  :>.  by  rlie 
meanell  cixTrplia.^e^i  antl  mult  in  vile 
tlittcry.  Not  to  men r ion  'lOvv  111  in- 
lluuHciI  Ciur  youth  are  i«:  tV.r  Very  elc- 
mcnis  t;f  liter;itnrt:,  hii'ti.iciir  j>:tins 
is  by  no  means  t  tken  in  iiHUh^iii;^  TMcin 
actjuaintci  wirh  thr.  b  l*  ;•.•.:' 'km  .^,  va- 
in giving  rhcm  a  pi\)ptr  i;ut.»>ii  .  K  :.il"- 
tory,  together  wn'i  a  kno^viv,!-.^  uf 
men  an  1  things.  1  hL-whol..  ti-a:  .••.•:ns 
to  hi:  confidereii  in  ih  Mit.lwCiiiv'.i,  is, 
to  find  GUI  a  perion  for  iIk-ii;  c  •  -c  i  .» 
Riif^orician.  1  fhall  taKe  (^cc.iiion  i  i.- 
lucdiatcly,  to  give  you  fome  accun-M  wf 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  this  pior.fr  ri 
in  Rome,  and   fhcw  you  with   wn.vt 

coiitt^mpt  It  tva$  received  by  our  an- 
^  cciiuii.     But  it  will  Iw   necrfl*Ary  lo 
'  A/  beforw  you  a  previous  view  of  that 


fcheme  of  difcipline  which  the  antient 
orators  praflifcd;  of  whofc  amazing 
indiiftry  and  unwearied  application  ui 
every  branch  of  the  polite  arts,  we  meet 
with  many  remarkable  accounts  in 
their  own  wiitings. 

*  I  need  not  inform  you,  that  Cicero, 
in  the  latter  end  of  his  treatife  intitlei 
Brutus,  (the  former  pan  of  which  is 
employed  in  commemorating  the  an- 
tient orators)  gives  a  fketch  of  the 
fevei-al  progreilive  fteps  by  which  lie 
formed  his  eloquence.  He  there'  ac- 
quaints us,  th;it  he  fiudied  the  civil 
law  under  Q^Mucius;  that  he  was  in- 
ftru6led  in  the  fcveral  branches  of  phi- 
lofophy  by  Philo  the  Academic,  and 
Diodorus  the  Stoic;  that  not  fatisfiej 
with  attending  the  le^ures  of  tholie 
eminent  malV  rs,  of  which  there  were 
at  that  time  great  numbers  in  Rome, 
he  made  a  voyage  into  Greece  and 
Afn,  in  ohler  to  enlarge  his  know- 
ledge, and  embrace  the  whole  circle 
ot  fcienccs.  Accordingly  he  appears 
by  his  writings  to  have  been  mafter 
of  logic,  eihics,  aflronoiny,  and  na- 
tniil  philoj'ophy,  l-tehdes  being  well 
verfcd  in  geometry,  mulic,  grammar, 
and,  in  fliort,  in  every  one  of  the  fine 
ar?-?.  For  thus  it  is,  my  worthy 
fnc'idsj  from  deep  learning  and  the 
united  confluence  of  the  arts  and 
fcienoes,  the  rcfiillefs  toiTcnt  of  (hat 
amazing  eloquencederived  ii*s  ftrength 
and  rapidity. 

*  The  faculties  of  the  orator  are  not 
excrcifed,  indeed,  as  in  other  fciences, 
within  ceitain  precife  and  determinate 
limits :  on  the  citniraiy,  eloquence  is 
the  moll  com prehen five  of  the  whole 
circle  of  arts.  Thus  he  alone  can 
:uil.y  be  deemed  an  orator,  who 
kiiiAvs  how  to  employ  the  inoli  per- 
luaiive  arguments  upon  every  quef- 
tion;  who  can  expreis  himfelf  fuitably 
to  tne  dignity  of  his  fubje6^,  with  all 
the  |x^*ers  of  grace  and  harmony;  in 
a  wwrd,  who  can  penetrate  into  every 
minute  circuinttance,  and  manage  the 
whole  train  of  incidents  to  the  great- 
f  1^  advantage  of  his  caufe.  Such,  at 
Icnii,  was  the  high  idea  which  thean- 
tients  formed  of  this  illulhrious  cha- 
ncier. In  order  however  to  attain 
thiit  eukinent  qualification,  ihey  did 
not  think  it  neceir-iry  to  declaim  in  the 
k\.oo\^,  ^TvviuV.NVt-^tle  their  breath  iip- 

*  ll  W2A  ^tvt  v<\!k!c\  tCL^'OawAL,  Xft  ^^"t 
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tt  to  the  lludy  of  fuch  ufeful 
ronccrn  life  and  manners,  as 
moral  grod  and  evil,  of  ju dice 
jt^ice,  of  the  decent  and  the 
ning  in  anions.  And,  indeed, 
n  pointA  of  this  nature  that  the 
o^  the  oniroi-  principally  turns, 
mple,  in  the  nuiiciary  kind  It 

0  matin «  of  equity;  as  in  the 
Tc  it  is  employe!  in  determin- 
er an<l  the  fxpodient:  ftill, 

-,  thefe  two  branches  are  rot 
iJtely  difiinil,  b  Ji  that  they  arc 
ily  blcndrd  wirh  each  other. 

is  impofliblf,  when  queftions 
cind  fill  \indej"  ihe  confidera- 

an  orator,   to  cnlarj::e  upon 

all  the  eL-gnr.f  and  enlivening 
"an  efficacious  eloquence,  un- 

is  perfeftly  well  acquainted 
man  nniuie;  unlefs  he  uniier- 
he  power  anil  extent  of  moral 

and  can  diltin^uith  thole  ac- 
hich  do  not  partake  either  of 
virtutr. 

1  the  Cimc  fc.urce,  !  Ike  wife,  he 
rive  his  infltieiceover  thef^^- 
■"or  if  he  >•;  !ki!lcii,  for  inftance, 
nrtturp  of  in«iir:'""ation,  he  will 
luch  the  'nore  capable  of  footh- 

enflaminj;  the  breads  of  his 
:  if  he  know;  whrrpin  comp:if- 
iftlis,  and  by  whut  workings  of 
rt  i:  isinover^,  he  will  the  more 
aife  that  tender  arfeftion  of  the 
kn  orator  trriiit-ii  up  in  this  dif- 
,  and  prnvtlf-'i  in  thcl'e  arts, 
ive  fjll  co*uina:ul  over  the 
of  his  au'f.cncr,  in  whatever 
ion  it  m5»y  '^c  Hi*-  chance  to  find 
ar.d  thus  furnlfh^d  with  ail  rhc 
r!ef3  powers  of  pcrfuafion,  will 
Jily  v-ii y  and  "ccommodate  his 
Jce,  as  p:*rT^.•■.!';^r  circumftanccs 
njunchuei  ihill  require.  Thcie 
e,  we  find.  wl>o  arc  moll  Itruck 
itminnei  of?lc^cn?ion,whfrethe 
ints  are  drawn  up  in  a  Oiort  and 
yle:  upon  fnch  an  occafion  the 
vili  experience  thi  great  advan- 
f  being  converfant  in  logic. 
t  on  the  con'raiy,  admire  flow- 
1  diff'ifive  periods,  where  the 
:ion«  arc  borrowel  from  the  or- 
and  famiiikr  irrriL^es  of  common 
rion:  here  the  Peripatetic  writ- 
i  give  him  ibme  affiihince;  as 
rtiy  wiW,  in  general,  fvpply 
h  many  vHefu!  hints  in  all  the* 
meihodt  of  popular  addreft. 


The  Acidcmict  will  infpire  him  with 
a  becoming  warmth :  Plato  with  Tub* 
limity  of  fentiments,  and  Xenophon 
with  an  eafy  and  elegant  diaion. 
Even  the  exclamatory  manner  of  Epi. 
CUIUS,  or  Metrodorus,  may  be  found, 
in  fome  circumftaqces,  not  altogether 
unferviceable.  In  a  word,  what  the 
Stoics  pretend  of  their  wife  mans 
ought  to  b;  verified  in  our  orator;  and 
he  fliotild  a6lu?lly  poflefs  all  human 
knowledge.  Accordingly,  the  an- 
tients  who  applied  themfelves  to  elo* 
quence,  not  only  (ludied  the  civil  laws, 
but  alfo  grammar,  poetry,  mufic,  and 
geometry.  Indeed,  there  are  few 
caufes  (perhaps  I  might  juftly  lay 
there  are  none)  wherein  a  ikill  in  the 
^rft  is  not  abfolutely  necelfary;  at 
there  are  many  in  which  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  lall  mentioned  fciences  is 
highly  requifite. 

*  if  it  ftiould  be  objeaed,that  "EIo- 
'  quence  is  the  fmgle  fcience  requifite 
'  for  the  orator  $  as  an  occafional  re- 
*  courfe  to  the  others  will  be  fufiicient 
'  for  all  his  purpofes:"*  I  anfwer;  in 
the  firll  place,  there  will  always  be  a 
remarkable  difference  in  the  manner 
of  applying  what  we  take  up,  as  it 
were,  upon  loan,  and  what  we  proper- 
ly pofT.fs^  fo  that  it  will  ever  be  mani. 
fell,  whether  the  orator  is  indebted  to 
others  for  what  lie  produces,  or  de- 
rivi.'s  it  from  his  own  unborrowed 
fund.  And  in  the  next,  the  fciences 
throw  an  inexpreffible  grace  over  our 
compofitions,  even  where  they  are  not 
immediately  concerned;  as  their  ef- 
fects are  difcemible  where  we  leaft  ex- 
pecl  to  find  them.  This  powerful 
charm  h  not  only  didinguifhedby  the 
learned  and  the  judicious,  but  flrikes 
even  the  moil  common  and  popular 
chifs  of  atiditors;  infomuch  that  one 
m-iy  frequt:ntly  hear  them  applauding 
a  fpeaker  of  this  improved  kind,  as  a 
man  of  genuine  erudition;  as  enriched 
with  the  whole  trcafures  of  eloquence; 
and,  in  one  word,  acknowledge  the 
complete  orator.  But  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  affirm,  that  no  man  ever  did, 
nor  indeed  ever  can,  maintain  that  ex- 
alted charaf^er,  unlefs  he  enters  the 
fomm  fuppoited  b^  the  full  ftrength 
of  the  united  arts.  Accomp1ifhments» 
however,  of  this  Cot\»  wt  tvcw  ^t^  \^- 
tally  Tieg\cf\cd»  \Wt  \W  v\«a:^\tv%%  oi 
our  orators  arc  deb^&AVi^  ^^  \««wt^ 
exprcflions-,   m  a  %^t\^i^\  '^t[?^^J^^\^ 
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both  of  the  laws  of  our  country  arifi 
the  a6\s  of  tlie  fcn.ite,  is  virhle 
throughoiu  ilulr  puformnnccs.  All 
knowltdgr:  of  ihf  li.J.Js  aiui  ruOoms 
ofR)incis  j>iulc'rr«Jly  ililicnlrd,  and 
philcfopliy  fcciii^  ai  pii.'ri.T.t  :n  l^c  ci.n- 
(i«!fTird  as  foTiethinsj  iliat  o«.o!'i  t.-  {ic 
(huiined  and  dicad-Jii.  Thus  K\  ;- 
qiKp.ce,  K!cc  a  d^throncid  ijot^wtaie,  is 
biii.]'Oic:d  Iv.r  rii;hlf'.il  dominions,  nnd 
Cwnfir.cJ  t  J  bnrrcii  points  :\nd  low  con- 
cciik:  and  Hie  who  was  once  miftrcfs 
ot  the  whole  circle  of  fcicr.ct  s,  and 
chai'incd  4Vtry  b^lioidtr  with  :he 
gcKHily  ap.«tr:ir.>nce  of  her  glorlmis 
train,  is  now  luijipud  or  all  htr  :'.t- 
tcndautSy  (I  ha.!  almoli  laid  of  2II  her 
genius)  and  frenis  a^^  one  if  the  n.«.«n- 
eltof  the  mechanic  :irs.  This,  thao- 
{nvc,  I  confidLT  3^  tha  fin),  ar.d  rhc 
principal  leufon  of  onr  having  I'o 
greatly  declined  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
aniienU. 

*  If  I  \\(  Tf.  cnllt;!  upon  to  hipport  my 
opinion  hy  aiiihoritits,  mi.  he  I  not 
juitly  name,  among  the  Grecians, 
Dtmofthene*?  who,  we  arc  infonr.c.-i, 
conftiintly  attcnvlcil  (he  ]e6\ure^  of 
Plaio:  as  an-on^  onr  own  c(;untry- 
mtn,  Ciccro  hiaii'eit'  alTures  ii-,  (and 
in  ihcfe  very  words,  if  I  right iy  le- 
mtnd>er)  That  he  owed  wi^Mit-vti  ad- 
vances he  hul  made  in  c!f:qu;'ncL',  rut 
to  the  Ulk'tui  ici  ins,  hui  [o  the  Acade- 
mic phdol'opheis. 

*  Other,  and  very  confid^rrahle,  rra- 
fons  mighi  he  pmdntrvl  hir  thi-  «lic.iy 
of  tlt/qv.^T.cj.  But  I  \':'\\:-  :l.tn:,  nu' 
(Vieml-,  ;i>  it  i^  iMt)pti  I  (luinl.i,  fo  !vr 
mcntic  iird  by  )oii;  havir.;;  y.-. :  fcnutvl 
nw  jliUvc  in  ilie  (.xa»riin..\ion  i/l  ih  s 
(jU'.-.^i*'":  ■•'ivi  widi  a  itv.-fl'»i,,  v.hiih 
w.Ii  ^'.ivc,  I  ;:i.i:i:n,  ;i^  mhhI,  niiJi 
rlur.^^:.  I  'i:^'  Inn.,  \\\  Ii,:.!',  ii  f.  r-^in 
of  our  tonr.  j.-.ji'iij -i.,  ,v.:  -n.  b.  in  • 
ioru'i>'d  o!  v.i.Jii  lha\t.  i.^LL  ■.r.air.uin- 
til,  I  Ti-t.-uid  b'  U'lii,  ll  ;'i  iii  1  i^'ii  ■;  ir 
(lijv.n  ..^a  :r.r-M;n,  l  i;.  \  :i  kr.«j.-. l..\l^i;c 
1a  ih  of  ;•  vv  aii'.l  j''ii  .i..|'liv  .'icJil'.n- 
tud  cii;:i».i'.:;»*ii-"->  i»-  -"•  '.i.ri.-!,  I  have 
litcn  fo:-..l.v  }:'.-.r!i..:.^  a  p'.:::.i:oin  wf 
mv  i^wM  im.Jijii.ilK'n/ 

*  I  .un  1,.  X'-.v  t.'in    iilnkin^,,'   ri-plird 
M.iu:rnin^,    *  ^'iV'    h  ivc    ccjinpicic-l    the 

*  p'lri  you  npv'.ci'fiik,  tli.-.t  .1  n»i»iiid  ra- 

*  i":i:r  in-.a^inc   yon  l.;i:l  only  f;i;cn  ns 

*  I'i'i.'  fird  n:i. ei.il  Iki;lch  oi'vonrd.  .'i^■.^  . 
'   y,:i;  1:jvc  r..irki:\  'hit  to  ms,  »n-.W- », 

L'.iOti  iHtiiCis  wl.wrcin  tl:o  aiitA-nt  v-v  - 


*  in  nronjr  rontraft  their  fucccf«ful  In- 

*  d'lrtry,  w'tli  rur  un  perform  iii  g  ifio- 

*  ranrc.  Bur  I'oincthir.g  farther  »iili  n- 
'  n^ains:  and  S"*  you  have  fntwn  us  I'r.c 
'  fuptrior  acquiremenrs  of  tht;  trstoi* 

*  ID  thofe  moi-e  improved  a^'.s  of  t!o- 

*  niisnce,  as  well  as  the  reinailciihle  tie- 

*  ficicncy  of  thoiV  in  our  own  times  I 

*  Hiould  be  gb  J  yon  would  prucc;*:  tj 

*  acquaint  us  wish  the  particular  ex<"i- 

*  c'fes  by  which  the  youth  of  iholccir- 

*  lier  days  were  wont  to  ftren^then  ini     < 

*  improve  their  geniules.     For  I  •iar: 

*  fay  you  will  not  deny,  that  oratuiyi*     I 

*  acquired  by  prafiicc  far  bttiertlijii'tiy     | 

*  prrcept:   and   our  other  two  fricriU 

*  here  llxm  willing,  I  perceive,  taail- 

*  mil  it.' 

To  which,  when  Aper  and  Seciindus 
h.ad  fionified  their  aflent,  Mtflalla,  u- 
(inning  his  difcourlc,  continued  as  fol- 
lows : 

«  Having,  then,  as  it  (liould  i^^^t 

*  dil'cioled  to  your  l-atisfj^lijn  ike  ittJi 
'  and    fiilt    principles    of  antien:  tl.;- 

*  o,!:£nce,  by  fpecilying  the  fevei^l  W* 

*  of  arts  to  which  the  antlenr  jirat^-rs 

*  were  trrpnedj  T  fhall   now  !av  liei''!* 

*  you  the  n.ei'U'.d  they  pu.lued,  in'":rilfr 

*  ti»  yain  a  r.*»M!iiy  in  the  exiftun  *!■ 

*  elc»quenci*.      rhi-!,  indeed,  I  have  in 

*  l"..)ine  mc-ifure  antic. }>arr.!,  by  mciM^fl* 

*  ir.ET  ihf  pivntiarorv  avl?.  to  uliicli  -'^^ 

*  ppplieil  tiifm!cjvifc.    fy|-  Jt  is  iin;.«<'li:^'^ 

*  to  maki-  any  pro^icls  in  a  coiM^nJsJw 
'  vaiioi:-;  and  fo  abMruie,  nnlilswcfot 

*  i-nlv  drfT^i;ti-.er  <»ur  knov^  I  a!-jtf '•'''';* 

*  tli-i^'ion,   but  in.nrovo  a  i:.-.iii'- '•••'■' 

*  tU'le   1>\   frupieit  i-xercile.     Vim;*  '* 

*  app.nrs  that  th-:  Jnme  !^p'  'i-:'-  "* 

*  puiined    in  extr.imr  om  O.-.U':*.  »»     , 

*  in   atiiinin^;    ir.      Ri»r    it    \'-u>  "''•'*. 

*  Jhould  not  be  '.in.yerlii'.v  c-lm-!'  '■•  ' 

*  any  flr-.ulj  ihii-.k,  ihii  liifcj-ici.c.ii-'J)'" 
'  be  pcMTcfltii  wiiiuuti    p'-vn^;  pjc*:/-^ 

*  court  tj  her  aifr.d.vnt  fc.jr.cjs;  »'■''* 

*  '>it:ilnl\,    at  Icrfd,   it  will    ii.>i  '^*^  "'* 

*  ni-.d,  th:it   a  mi:.d  duly  l:r;jrt:'-''-^ 

*  with  tlic  p.^iiti  aits,  v.iii  tuwr  'A'!-'  .^ 

*  iri'cii  tl'.e  inoir  ad\  anta;^-..*  u  m:!  t .  ^ 

*  cxtuiies  pcculiai  to  tht  orri;o.;c"»'  *-'^' 

•  Acconiini^Iy,  o\)r  anci:lif»r«»  vir."» 

'  ihv)    fl-.-r;-^:;  i!    a   vminu    Tin  Mu  '••'' 

*  ;.rorij|i.iii  ui  i!i.  quejice,  I'.ivii'^  ;''*' 
»  v\...i]v  rakMi  :i^.t  citc.f  his  il.  ir.cllii: 

*  t  .iHx;jri(ni,  and  iv-.u»ini\l  his  u.liii.J  *'"' 
'  vAc\v\^  k\.o.vU'.i.\i,  inii.n{i;cv'»  Ini" ''' 

*  V\\t!    W\v  \\.     v:\\\\\,v\\\    o\A\W     \Vv   ts.''*"^' 

*    V  .  •  .V.  VAj.\  \\v;.  ;  VVx  xs:>4\x\  ^lwscsv^t^^ 
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bkVkt  follower,  attending  him 
n  occaiioRs,  whciher  he  ap- 
in  the  ptiblic  nfTemblics  of  the 
or  in  the  courts  of  civil  imii- 

Thus  he  learned,  if  I  may 
CTCprtflian,  the  arts  of  oiatori- 
1161  in  the  very  field  of  battle, 
ivantajits  wlilch  flowct'  from 
i^'.hcd  were  confidtrn^I* :  it 
•i  t!ie  cocnge  and  cjui -kencd 
,Vr*i^t  of  youi^^,  th'js  to  receive 
:  ;L;nft!*:nv  in  i!ic  eye  of  :he 
Ti^J  In  t'jc  n.ii!.':  «if  ritf^ii-s; 
o  iri3r!  cou'.J  a'var.cc  an  ab- 
a  .  tik  :»icM,'ncm  wiihcni  be- 
6tf •!  by  thv-  btnch,  expcfcd  by 
.v;l:.y,  and,  in  a  word,  dc- 
•y  ihe  whole  audience.  Ity  this 

they  insbibul  the   pure  and 

Lipted  fticams  of  genuine  elo- 

.     But  though  they  chicAy  at. 

rhcmlelvcs   to  one  particular 

they  heird,  likc^vifc,  all  the 
i*^\:  cgntcmporary  pleaders,  in 
oJ  their  reri>c6livfi  dib^fes. 
,  al(b,  they  had  an  opportunity 
lainting thennfclves  wiih  'he  va- 
enuim'nts  of  the  pco^.l;,  and  of 
iiip  what  plral'cd  or  ui»"j,ulit.d 
null  in  ihe  IWer.il  orarors  of  il'.e 
.  li/  ihi.-^  !nc-in<  they  v.trc  fup- 
lith  an  inrtiuch)!-  of  tl-r  btft  .uhI 
rnj-JLVing  k:n(i,  exh-bitiug,  n.»r 
ignt-J  kiril;!  ince  ^t  Tiliqiitnce, 
r  reai  and  livc.y  ir.  miJeltati,;!:: 
fjrctendtd,  i»:it  a  i:.  nuinc  adv^r- 
iiincd  in  earntM  for  :i'.e  roiiib.itj 
lieiici:  t'Vcr  f;.Il  and  ev'-i  nt-.v, 
■icil  of  fo-*  ?>  we'.l  as  triciuls, 
litre  not  a  fin^Ii  exprclfhiii  coiild 
iCinrurtd,  orunapjJi.iiidLd,  For 
.'ill  :*i^irto  with  uic,  I  am  ^v-il 
dv.i,  "when  I  slTcr:  tint  a  lolid 
\A\i\-r  rcpii;ation  of  riojuence 
»c  a:  ;uiied  by  ihc  ccnllwtof  our 
ts,  as  well  aS  by  the  appLiufeof 
iend?;  or  nrlirr,  ii.cked,  it  is 
the  foitntr  that  it  derives  it's 
aitd  n-iufi  ur.qiiclhuncd  iirength 
rmi.tls.  Accirdinjiily,  a  youth 
ormcd  lo  the  l)ar,  a  iVdi'jent  and 
ve  hcaicr  ol  the  uioit  illuftrious 
s  ard  «lLbair-s,  i;:lt;iicitd  by  the 
enc«:  tif  oihtia,  acquainted  with 
ipulartaltc,  and  daiiy  convcrfiint 
laws  uf  Uis  country  j  to  whom 


the  fclemn  prefcnccof  the  j«d^»,  and 
the  awful  evws  oi'  :t  full  audicncr,  were 
famili:tr,  roie  at  once  into  aflfairs,  and 
waj  tqu:'.l  to  every  caufe.  Hence  It 
was  that  CraflTus  at  the  age  or  nine- 
teen, Cxfar  at  tvi-enty-onc,  Pollio  at 
twenty -two,  and  Calvus  when  he 
was  but  a  few  years  older,  pronounced 
thofe  feveral  fpeeclws  againfi  Carboy 
Dolabtll.i,  Catt',  and  Vatinius,  which 
wc  read  to  this  hour  with  adnoira- 
tion. 

*  On  the  other  hand,  our  modem 
yoath  rtceive  their  tducari-n  under 
C'trrain  dcclaimeis  crd^  d  Rheu-ricians: 
a  ict  of  men  who  made  t}i;;ir  firft  ap- 
pc  trance  in  Rome  a  little  hefoi-e  ttie 
time  of  Cicero.  And  that  theywene 
by  no  means  approved  by  our  ancef- 
tors,  plainly  appciis  from  tiicir  beinr 
enjoinfH,  n.viv-r  the  cenforfhip  of  Cral- 
iiib  and  Don.itiuf,  to  Ihut  up  their 
IchooU  of  imludtuce,  as  Cicero  ex- 
prvfils  ir.— }jut  I  was  Roin^  to  fay, 
wc  arif  il*nt  to  ccrtnin  ac.ulrinie«,  where 
it  is  haid  to  d<-iermine  whether  the 
plice,  t'.jc  company,  or  the  method  of 
ir[*tr.i6l:on,  is  moft  likely  to  infeft  the 
mind's  of  young  jKople,  and  produce  1 
wtor.j,'  turn  or  thought.  For  nothing, 
certaii.ly,  c.n  tlicre  be  of  an  atfefling 
I'oieinnity  in  »ii  a\idience,  where  ail 
who  c^;i:p:»ji*  it  arcof  thc  lame  lowde- 
irii.-  of  ur.derltanding;  nor  any  ad- 
v:inl  I.  c  I.)  be  received  from  their  f«U 
jjw  irr.tlenis,  where  a  parcel  of  boys 
and  raw  youths  of  unripe  judgments 
har-ingue  before  each  other,  without 
the  leaft  fear  or  danger  of  criticifm* 
And  as  for  their  exercifcs,  they  arc 
ridicidous  in  their  very  natuie.  They 
conlift  of  two  kin«ls,  and  :»re  cither  de- 
clamatory or  controvcrHal.  The  firft, 
as  boing  eal'ier  anil  rajMiring  Icfs  flcill, 
is  airigJ4cd  to  the  younger  lads:  the 
other  is  rheaflcof  more  matui.-  years. 
But,  good  g^o^h!  with  what  incredible 
abfurdity  are  they  compofed!  The  truth 
is,  the  (tylc  of  their  declaniatiorvs  is  as 
falfe  anil  contemptible,  as  the  fubjtcls 
arc  ufclels  and  fictitious.  Thus,  biing 
taught  lo  harangue  in  a  moft  j)onipous 
diction,  on  thc  rewanis  due  to  tyran- 
nicides, on  the  election  to  be  made  by 
deflowered  virgins*,  on  the  licentiouU 
ncl's  of  married  women,  on  the  cere- 


•^s  011^  '.f  the  queftions  iifunlly  ilebated  in  th^fe  rhetoric  fchooU^vibitthKt  vVvtyw*^ 
htxn  r^viibed  iZu>uid  cdufe  to  mirr)  the  vioUtot  t»f  Viftt  c\\ik^\t)^  or  \«!Cms  ^vi^ 
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•  monies  to  he  obferved   in  times   of 

•  peftilence,  with  other  topics  of  ihe 
<  fame  unconcerning  kin^!,  which  are 

•  daily  debated  in  the  fchouls,  and  Icarce 

•  ever  at  the  bar;  •'  thc^  appear  ablb- 
•'  Iwtc  novices  in  the  yft'.xirs  of  the 
**  \vorId|  and  are  by  mncli  too  elevated 
**  for  common  life." 

««  •  HcreMflTdUapaufcd:  when  Se- 
•*  aindus»taking  his  turn  \n  the  caiiv«-r- 
••  fation,  began  wiih  obfcrving,  thai"— 

•  The  true  and  lofty  ijpirli  of  genuine 
^  eloquence,  like  that  of  a  clear  and  yi- 

•  ^rous  flame,  is  nourifhed  by  pjopcr 

•  tucl,  excited   by  agitation,  and  ihll 

•  brightens  as  it  burns.  .  It  was  in  this 

•  manner/  faid  he,  *  that  the  oratory  of 

•  our  anci  itors  was  kindled  and  fprea'1  it. 

•  ftlf.  The  moderns  haveas  muchnn^rit 
*■  of  this  kind,  perhaps,  as  can  beacquirtd 

•  under  a  fettled  and  peaceable  govern - 

•  raent:  but  far  inferior,  no  doubt,  to 

•  tliat  which  fhone  out  in  the  times  of 

•  licentioufnefs  and  confulion,  when  He 

•  wa$  deemed  the  noblcft  orator,  who 
'  had  molt  influence  over  a  reftlefs  und 

•  ungovemed  multitutle.  To  this  ii- 
'  tuation  of  public  aft'airs  was  owing 
^  thofe  cdhtinval  dcb:ites  concern ini,^ 
'  the  Agrarian  laws,  and  th:  popularity 
'  confequent  thereupon;  thofe  long  hn- 
'  rangues  of  the  magiU rates,  thofe  im- 
'  peachmentsof  the  great,  thofe  facliuns 

•  of  the  nobles,  thofe  heri-ditary  enuii- 
'  ties  in  particular  families,  and,  in  fine, 
'  thofe  incelTant  druggies  between  the 

•  fenate    and    the    commons :    v\liu  b, 

•  though  each  of  them  prejudicial  to  the 

•  ttaie,  yet  moft  cei  t:iinly  contributtti  to 

•  produce  and  encourage  that  rich  vtm 

•  of  Eloquence  wliich  difccvtred  itfelf  in 

•  thofe  icmpclhioiis  days.     The  way  to 

•  dignities  lay  d:ifd:llv  through  (he  paths 

•  of^  Eloquence.     The  more  a  man  li^:- 

•  nalized  hinU'elf  by  his  abilities  in  this 
'  art,  fo  much  the  more  eanly  he  opin- 
'  ed  his  road  to  itrefernicnt,  and  maiiu 

•  tained  an  afccndinc  over  his  col- 
'  leagues,  at   the  fame    time    that  it 


*  heightened  his  intcrtft  with 

*  bles,   his   authority  with  the 

*  and  his  reputation  with  the  p 

*  general.     The  patronage  of  t 

*  mired  orators  was  courted  eve; 

*  icigii  nations;  as  the  fevera; 
'  ftratesof  our  own  emleavouret 

*  commend  themfdvcs  to  their 

*  and  prote^^ion,   by  fhewing  tl 

*  higheft  m<ftrks  of  honour  w 
'  th«fy  fet  out  for  the  adminiftn 

*  their  rcfpefVIvc  provinces,  and 
'  diouHy  cuhivatiug  a  friendfh 

*  them  at  their  return.  The 
'  called  upon,  without  any  fnli 
'  on  their  own  pait,  to  fill  up 

*  ]»n:me  dignities   of  the  ftite. 

*  wer«  they  even  in  a  private 

*  without  gicut  power,  as  by  m 

*  the  perfuafive  arts  they  hid 

*  cunnderible  influence  over  b 

*  fenate  and  the  peiiplc.     The  t 

*  it  was  an  eftibiilhcd  maxim  i 

*  days,  that  without  the  orator 

*  Icnts,  no  man  could  either  ac( 

*  maintain  .\ny  hig'n  poll  in  the  j 
'  ment.     And  no  wonjer,  indci 

*  fuch  notion  flio»iId  \niiverfally  ' 

*  ilncc  it  was  impoflihlc  for  anj 

*  endued  with  tliis  comminding 

*  pafs  his  lifj  in  obfcurity,  hu\ 

*  foever  it  nili:*u   be  aL;;reeable 

*  own   incl.r.iiions;    fince  it  \» 

*  fufficient   nici^ly   to  vote  in   1 

*  nate,  withrut  i\ipj>orting  th 
'  with  g;."iO'l  iVric  ai.d  iU'>q;»enci 

*  in  all    pu'^ic    in.p.:.v*:'.T.'.e!itI 

*  ciufcs,  the  accuie.l  wa-i^'Miget 

*  fwc-r  to  tl'c  ch'iigi.'  in  1m-  o«vii 

*  iince  writii.n  ikpoii lions  w-.re 

*  mitied  in  judicial  niaiiei  s,  hut  1 

*  ncfics  wTi.  c  illtd  upon  to  dtllv 

*  cviilt-nce    in   op.-n  '.nirt.     Tli 

*  anci :]o) s  w.  re  tliH^ucn^,   a<  rri 

*  nccttPtv  as  by  cniouj  .i;Tcri?r.i5 
«  bep»*fliflld  (.f  the  peifur.live 

*  \\a>  elire;j'ed  the  hij^hell  ^joryj 

*  Cv>iitr;uv  eiKii:4»riir  was  he'd  in 

*  niort  ton:i.iii}M.    In  J  word,  Th< 


•  The  latter  par*  nf  MfflMI.i's  iViConrCcy  trgeiher  with  whit  ixrr.-riiarcly  Tnlo* 
he  original,  i^  lofl;  the  chilm,  however,  dots  not  Ucii.  r.^  t-  k>  v.ir^i  js  lorr.eof  t 


F!.' 


the,.„.._.,  .    ,    -    ,  .  .    _, 

mentatofi  fufned.      The  tra?  fl.4t'^r  thercfoir  hjs  v  nt  jrc 
thole  lines  which  aie  Jifting'iilhed  by  ir*erte..  co-ifrr-.'s 
fubf^qurnr  pait  ct  the  convtil  »;i«'n  to  ^rcu  .tin:,  rl-.iu  c'-i 
to  whom  it  belong'.      It  w-)'.!'!  hr  ot  no  jjrfat  in.',»  irjr 
thin  la((  article i  tl.oopj.,  rerh^pj,  it  wmiM  i:  »i  0,1  vt-is  ■ 

To  favc   the  rc.w^r   ;rir   ii<  ui.li    1 1   iu\u'-:  <j  l  .  a  (.  •  f  .     ,.  ■:     i.[  -  .  ^  .  :.,c  ■    c-.i: 
proper  to  thfetVf.    in   fhis   r1a.«,  thithrvwill    .■.n*J    th.*    r.i.r.r    i-\-i-;j    t'-nj.-'.-j  •  in 
The  wordi  inciuai'o  6erv:i^T,  tri?n^«r<  s\\q  a^a  ^^'lUouut  'A\<:  vc^uilAt^r't,  and  tor  tl 
rsMfou  Mi  thitJM'.:  n-.-'jf  mciuio.*!':* 


!1  :i  up  111  Ills  u^n  vv. 

11  js  lik  -'viir  g'len   t 
»i<>^s  r  .r  ap,  ViV  m  'lie 
Ml  '.'.  ».■  Kr.g  :«>i  r»  v:v.  i 
.  ■.!  ,  it  i'  V  ■   •  "'..jr-r) 
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to  the  purfuit  of  Oratory  by  a 
de  of  Donour  as  well  at  by  a 
f  intereil.  They  dreaded  the 
'jt  of  being  coniidered  rather  as 
than  patrons;  of  loHti^  thofc 
icntt  which  their  anceitor;  had 
litced  to  theniy  and  Cet\n%  them 
n  the  train  of  others;  in  fticrr, 
ig  looked  upon  as  men  of  mc^n 
*s,  and  conlequently  either  piflV  ci 
1  the  difpofal  of  high  offices, 
pifed  in  the  adminiltrauon  of 

ow  not  whether  thofc  antient  hif- 
i  pieces,  which  were  lately  col- 
and  publifhed  by  Mucianns  from 

1  libraries  where  they  have  hi- 
been  preferved,  have  yet  fallen 
our  hands.  This  collection  con- 
:*  eleven  volumes  of  the  public 
is,  and  threeof  epiftlcs;  by  which 
ears  that  Pompey  and  Craflus 
',  as  much  advantage  from  their 
nee  as  their  arms;  that  Lucullus, 
luSf  Lentuiii5,  Curio,  :ind  the 

thofe  diAingui(hed  chiet'iSi  d^- 
thcmfelvet  with  great  applica- 
)  this  inHnuating  art:  in  a  worJy 
ot  a  fingle  perfon  in  thofe  times 
o  anv  confiderahlc  degree  ^f 
,  without  the  afliftance  of  the 
ical  talents. 

thcfe  confiderations  may  he  far- 
ide^S  that  the  dignity  and  im- 
ce  of  the  debates  in  which  ihe 
x%  were  engaged,  contributed 
»•  to  at!van'»-e  their  eloquence, 
cerrain,  m»leed,  it  is,  that  an 

mut^  nectlurily  fin*!  gicat  dif- 
5  with  rclpei'^  to  his  powtrs, 
he  is  to  harangue  orly  upv»u 
rifling  robbery,  or  a  litl'.t;  paltry 
if  plc^ninjj  and  when  il.tr  :.ki:I- 
*  his  rr.ir...i  are  warm*  li  .v-.A  tn- 
j  Ijy  fiich  intcrcltinj;  ar.i  ani- 
r  topics  as  brihcry  at  JivC^io-v., 
o,jp:d3i.ir.  of  our  aH:es,  vv  tl-.^i 
re  of  uMf  iVi!ovv.cit/i>.T.?.  i'.v.U 
wliich,  beyond  all  pLiii.'vfr'.w.c, 

2  better  fticuM  r»cv.;-  ivi;-;«iij 
e  have  reafjn  to  rtjo:CL»  fi«:  wc 
idei  a  govern mcnf  vvht'tr  w-:  arc 
ers  to  Juch  ternblc  ciiiTit!:-- : 

m«it  be  :ic<r«iwi^i!:>£.l,  \]y\t 
rer  they  did  >.:.:. per,,  tiicv  w'j-e 
rfiil  incentives  ti'  s".o(|'j.:nc.'. 
le  orator's  :;vniii5  jli'es  and  cx- 
itieif  in  proportsun  \o  th?  di^-  ^ 
^  the  occddor  upon  whjch  it  is 
;  Mnd  I  v»:'.'*av/r  Jowzi  as   a 


maxima  that  it  is  impoflible  to  fhine 
out  in  all  the  powerful  lultrc  of  ge- 
nuine eloquence,  without  bein^r  in- 
flamed by  a  fuitabic  importsince  of 
fuhjcft.  Thus  the  f'pecch  ot  DemofU 
hcnes  a|ainfi  iiis  ruaidians,  Icarcelvy 
I  imai»ine,  edablifned  his  chara£lcrj 
a«j  it  was  not  the  defence  of  Arthias, 
or  Q^in6>ius,  that  acquiretl  Cictro  the 
reputation  of  a  conluinmatf  orator.  It 
was  Catiline,  and  Miloj  and  Verres, 
and  Mark  Antony,  that  warmed  him 
with  that  noble  glow  of  eloquence, 
which  gavi?  tlie  finiihinij  brlj^,htnef8  to 
iii>  uncqu^.licd  f;.mc.  F.n-  am  I  from 
infinuatin?,  that  fuch  infamous  cha- 
ra^ers  deferve  to  be  tolerated  in  z 
ft  ate,  in  order  to  fuppiy  convenient 
matter  of  oratory:  all  I  con  ten  i  for 
is,  that  this  art  <l"urifhe»  to  moft  ad- 
vantage in  ttirbulent  times.  Peace^ 
no  doubt)  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
war  J  btit  il  is  the  latter  only  that  forma 
the  foldier.  It  is  juft  the  lame  with 
Eloquence:  the  oftenrr  fhe  enters,  if  I 
may  (o  fay,  the  field  of  battle,  the  more 
wounds  Oie  gives  and  receives;  the 
nore  powerful  the  adverfary  with 
which  fhe  contends^  fo  much  the  more 
ennobled  (he  appears  in  Hit  eye  of 
mankind.  For  it  is  the  dlfpofition  of 
human  nature,  always  to  admire  whuc 
we  lee  is  atitrdcd  with  danger  an  J 
difficulty  in  others,  how  much  foever 
we  may  chufb  eiife  and  fecuiity  for 
oiirfclves. 

*  Another  advantage  which  the  antleht 
orators  had  over  the  mo*lern«,  is,  that 
they  were  not  conHnrd  m  thc:r  plcad« 
ings,  as  wc  are,  to  a  few  hourS.  On 
the  contrary,  they  wt-i^  at  liberty  t(i 
adjoiirn  as  often  ns  they  thought  pro- 
per j  »hry  sVcre  unlimited  :»s  totlic  nuiiii 
bcr  of  viays  or  of  counlel,  and  every 
diator  iniv'.ht  expend  his  Ij;eech  to  tRe 
I*  n;Tth  mod  af;:e.-ii>le  tohimlcif.  Pom- 
pey, in  his  thirt!  cuiuhhip,  w.i*  ilie 
il' \\  who t: 'If I  -rl t^sc  Ipirit  of  ei<^(]U!rncoi 
!h  1,  howcvs-'-,  permitting  ail  CiUles  to 
lij  !.:M!d,  as»reiMb!y  to  the  laws,  in  the 
f  rum  and  !)efc>re  (he  rrwto;*.  How 
much  more  corifKicrable  tht  buf'.nefs 
-■/f  thofe  m.4[?^irir.iie^  was,  than  that  of 
♦he  Centunivirs,  who  at  present  deter- 
mine ill  ciufe*,  is  evident  from  this 
cirwUiufUnr-.*,  that  not  a  iingle  oration 
of  Circro,  Cslar,  or  l>vutus,  or,  in 
fhort,  of  anyone  celebrated  ora^tw  >vi-)a 

:h;ii€  oi"  Pq\\\o  \tv1ia.^oM\  %i  \Vi<tV^vt^^»\ 
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.  •  Urbima.  But  ihtr.  it  mod  be  pemcm- 

*  IxrrctI,  tlr<4t  tlieic  were  deliveied  aho*it 
.  V  the  fiiHdle  of  ili?  reign  of  Augulhis, 

*  v/hcn  :i  )un^  an  J  uninterrupied  peace 
-.  *  abrOH«^  I  ptiter't  mnq'.iiiliiy  at  home, 
^  *  rpt^ethet  with  the  £;cr.crai  g9od  conduct 
'.  *  of  that  vviff  piinre,  I; i»l  dain)te«I  the 

'  fl.imes  of  elc^uence  as  well  as  ihoie  of 

.  *  Ted  ir  ion  I 

.  *  You  wiil  fmile,  perhaps,  at- what  I 
'  am  cooing  to  fay,  and  I  mention  it  i'f^r 
?  that  purpo(e:  but  is  there  not  fome- 

*  thing  in  the  prel».nt  confined  j^th  of 

*  our  orators,  ih.it  hns  an  ill  tfft^  even 

*  -vpon  their  eli  cution,  and  makes  it  ap- 
.*  pear  low  and  crntcmpt-.bic?  May  we 
>'  not  Aippole,  liktwiiV,  that  much  of 

*  the  fpirit  of  Or.itory  is  funk,  by  that 
•cloJe   and    dcfpiciilile    fcene  wherein 

.*  many  of  our  caufes  arc  now  debated? 
,*  For  ihcomtor,  like  a  generous  fteed, 
,  *  requires  a  '  rec  and  open  I'pace  wherem 
■  *  tr>  expa'iatej  irthtrwilc  the  foice  of  his 

*  |iower«  is  broken,  inc"  half  the  cncr^- 
-'  uf  his  talents  is  checked  in  their  *ca- 

*  reer.  There  is  another  circunittancc 
.  •  alio  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  iii- 
.  *  terellof  Eloqutnci, as  it  prevents adue 
.  *  attention  to  llyles  wc  are  now  obliged 

*  to  eniei*  upon  our  fpeech  whenever  the 
'•'  judge  calls  u|)6n  us;  not  to  mention 

•  *  the  frequent  interruptions  which  arlfc 
'  by  the  examination  of  witndles.     Be- 

• '  fides,  the  cotms  of  jmlicaturc  are  at 

•  •  ,  pvefenis  fo  unfrcquent«<,  dial  theora- 

*  tor  ffems  to  llni.d  alntie,  and  t>ilk  to 

•  *  bare  Walls,    fiul  Klo^ucncc  rejoices  in 

*  the  clamour  of  loud  appiaufe,  and  €X> 
^  ults  h\  a  full  auiljencetiuch  as  ufed  ro 

..*  preU  ix}und  the  anrieni  orators  when 
,*  ihr  f»iui»  (lood throngeil  wijh  ntblrs; 

*  wliL'n  a  numerous  letinue  of  client?, 
.'  when  foieii^n  ambafTadors,  and  whole 

*  citits,  'illiltcd  at  the  dcKiic;  :md  whtni 

*  even  Uo'"»-l^erfclf  was  concerned  inth? 

*  event.     The  very  apprirance  of  that 

*  prodigious  concouile  of  people,  which 

*  atten<l/pd  the  trials  of  ttiili.i,  Ccrnf- 
.*  iiuf«,   Sca\)ius,   Milo,   and   V/ttinuis, 

*  mutrhave  enflamed  the  bicnii  of  tJie 

*  cc'.ie'l  orator.     Arcordlni^lv  we  find, 

*  that  i.i  all  the  antient  oiatioTii  now  ex- 
'  rant,  th^re  are  none  wh.ch  hav?  more 
'  euiiiHnily  ditiinguidwd  the  if  author*:, 

*  than  llioie  which  were  pronounc'-d  iw- 

*  dtr    l-.i'-ii    favourable    ciicunilt  uicjs. 

*  To  ihefe  advantages  we  nuy  farther 
'  add,  Jikewih-the  tiequent  j^enerd  af- 

■  •  JetabJks  of  thepeopk,  the  privde^c  of 


airaigniog  the  mod  c ohfiderahle'p^. 
fona^e«,  and  the  popularity  of  tr.Cli 
impeachments';  when  the  Tons  of  OrJi- 
toiy  fparcd  not  even  Scipio,  Sylla,  6r 
Pom])eyi  and  when,  in  conicqiiencecf 
fuch  acceptable  attacks  upon  lufpeAed 
powcf',  they  were  furc  ot  being  he;!fJ 
by  ttie  people  with  ihc^irmott  attention 
and  regard.  Hovi'  muii  these  uniied 
caufes  contribute  to  raife  the  genius, 
andinfpiixtheelcquenceoftheanttenis! 
"  Maternus,  whp,  vou  will  rereem- 

*  her,  was  in  themidli  of  his  haningoc 

*  in   favour  of  Poetry  when  Miflalli 

*  iirft  entered  into  the  room,  finding 

*  Secundus  was  now  (ilent,  took  thit 
'  opportunity  of  refuming  his  inveAive 

*  againll  the  excrcife  of  the  oratorical 
«  arts  in  general."    *  That  Ijieciet  of 

elo(]uence,*  faid  he,  *  wherein  poetry 
is  concerned,  is  calm  and  peaceable, 
moderate  and  virtuous:  whereas  that 
other   fupreme  kind   which  my  two 
friends  here  have  been  defcribing,  is 
the  offspring   of  licen'iiaufnefs,  (hy 
fools  mifcalled  liberty)  and  the* com- 
panion of  fcdition }  bold,  obttinate,and 
naughty,  unknowing  how  to  yield  or 
how  to  o'oey,  an  encouragtr  of  a  law- 
lefs  populace,  and  a  tlranger  in  all 
wcll-i-egulate«l  communities.      Who 
fver  hcani  of  an  oi-ator  in  Lacedxmon 
or  Crete?  cities  which  exerciled  the  fe- 
vered dilcipiine,  and  were  governed  by 
the  Itriclelt  laws.     We  have  no  ac- 
count of  Perfian  or  Macedonian  elo- 
quence, or  indeed  of  that  of  any  other 
(tate  which  fubniitted  to  a  regular  ad- 
miniftration  of  governmenr.    Where- 
as Rhodes  and  Athens  (places  of  po- 
pular rule,  where  all  things  lay  open 
to  all  nu'ii)  fwarined  with  orators  in- 
numerable.     In   the   f^me   manner, 
Rome,  while  (he  was  under  no  lettlect 
policy;  while  file  was  torn  with  par- 
tics,  dillcntions,  and  factions;  while 
there  was  no  peace  in  the  foru.ii,  na 
harmony  in  the  fenrite,  no  moilv ration 
m  lilt  juiJges;  whjle  there  was  neither 
reverence  paid  to  fuperiors,  nor  bounds 
pre!c:d5cd  to  magitirares—- Rome,  un- 
diT    thclJ:    circnmltances,     proQucet*, 
hevorU    \\i   diipiite,   a   ftronger  ar.d 
brighter   v»in  of  eloquence;  as  fome 
valunbie  plants  will   tlouiilh  even   in 
the  wiiil'-it  loil.     Bui   the  tonirue  of 
the  CJracctii  djd  nothing  compenfate 
the  lepuhlic  for  their  kditious  laws; 
uot  Ock«  C»\ytvW  «\sv^«tvc^  qC  Cicero 
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*  make  him  any  amMids  for  his  fail  ca- 

*  (MlUophe. 

*  Tne  tnith  i«,  the  forum  (that  finglc 
'  Fcmain  which  now  ^uI'vivc^  uf  aiuicnt 
'  oratory)  it»  even  in  it's  prcfent  fitua- 
'  tioQy  an  evident  proof  that  all  things 

*  anioDgll  us  are  not  condu£leii  in  that 

*  well-urdercd  manner  one  could  wifh. 

*  FoTj  tell  me,  »  it  not  theguilty  or  the 

*  miferable  alone,  that  fly  to  us  for  af- 
'  fiiiance?    Wlien  any  community  im- 

*  {ilores  our  protection ,  is  it  not  hecaufe 
'  It  either  is  infulted  by  Tome  neighbour- 

*  ing  llate,  or  torn  hy  domeiiic  feuds? 

*  And  what  province  ever  feeksourpa- 

*  troiiage,  till  flie  has  been  plundered 

*  or  oppreflfed?  But  far  better  it  furcly 

*  is,  never  to  have  been  injured,  than  at 

*  laft  to  be  redreiTcd.  If  there  was  a 
'  gcremment  in  the  world  free  from 

*  commotiond|and  diflurbances,  the  pro- 

*  fcflion  of  oratory  would  there  be  as 

*  ufelefs,  as  that  of  medicine  to  the 
'  ibund;  and  as  the  phyfician  would 
'  have  Httle praflice or  pioAt  amon;: the 
'  healthy  ana  the  ftrong,  fo  neither  would 
'  the  orator  have  much  bufmefs  or  ho- 

*  nour  where  obedience  and  good  man- 

*  tiers   univerfally  prevail.     To  what 

*  purpofe  are  fiudied  fpteches  in  a  fe- 
'  natc,  where  the  better  and  the  major 

*  part  of  the  aiTenibly  are  already  of  one 

*  mind  ?  What  the  expediency  of  ha- 

*  ranging  the  populace,  where  public 

*  affaiis  are  not  determined  by  the  voice 

*  of  an  ignorant  and  giddy  multitude, 

*  but  by  tlie  i\c2(\y  wil'dom  of  a  Angle 

*  perfon?  To  what  end  voluntary  in- 

*  foirmatioas,  where  crimes  arc  unfre- 

*  c}ucnt  and  inconiiJerablc  ?  or  of  la- 


*  bourcd  ■Jni<\  ir.vHions  defences,  whcitr 

*  the  clemency  of  the  judge  is  ever  on 
'  the  iide  of  the  accuied  ?    Believe  me, 

*  then,  my  worth v  (and,  as  far  as  the 

<  ciitumilances  oi^  the  age  require,  my 

*  elonuent)  friends,  had  the  g<»d<  re- 
'  vcrled  the  date  of  your  exil^nce,  aud 
'  placed  Tom  in  the  times  of  thole  an* 

<  ticnts  we  lb  much  admire,  and  Tbem 

*  in  youri^j  Tou  would  not  luve  fallen 
'  fliun  of  that  gioiious  Ipirtt  which  di- 

*  fiinguiflied  their  oratorvt  nor  would 

*  Mohave  been  dertimtr  of  a  piopi*r 
'  teni(«iaturc  and  model :it ion.  Butlmce 

*  a  high  reputation  for  eloquence  is  not 

*  condllent  with   great  lepofc  in    the 

*  public;  let  rvei  y  age  en  ipy  it's  own 

*  peculiar  advantages,    without    dero- 

*  paling  from  thofe  of  a  former.' 
'Maternus  having  ended,  Meifuila  oh- 

fcrvcd,  that  there  were  Ibme  jioints 
which  his  friend  had  laid  down,  that 
were  not  perfeflly  agreeable  to  his  fenti- 
ments;  as  there  wereotheis,  which  he 
wiihed  to  hear  explained  more  at  large— 

*  But  the  time  is  now,*  faid  he,  *  too 

*  far  advanceil.*— «  If  I  have  main- 

*  tained  any  thing,*  replied  Maternus^ 

<  which  requires  to  be  opened  more  ex- 
'  pllcitly,  I  fliall  be  ready  to  clear  it  up 

*  mfomefuturc conference.' Atthcfeme 
time,  rifmg  from  his  feat  and  em- 
bracing Aper— *  MelTalla  and  I,*  con- 
tinued he,  fmiling,  <  (hall  arraign  you, 

*  be  well  afTurcd,  before  the  poets  and 

<  admirers  of  the  antients/— <  And  I 

*  both  of  you,'  returned  Aper,  *  before 
'  the  rhetoricians.'  Thus  we  parted  in 
mutual  good  humour. 
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'  Every  fingfe  obTerv^ition  that  is  publiflicd  by  a  man  of  genius,  be  i^ 
'  (ever  fo  trivial,  (hould  be  efteemed  of  importance;  becaufe  he  fpealc^ 

*  from  his  own  impreffions:  whereas  common  men  publifh  com-' 

*  mon  things,  which  they  have  perhaps  gleaned  from  frivdoii^ 

'  writers** 

ESSAY  XXVI.    N*  Lxi^r- 


O  N 


MEN    AND   MANNERS, 


ESSAY    I. 


ON   PUBLICATIONS. 


not  unamufing  to  confider  the 
Aeral  apologies  that  people 
n  they  commence  authors.  It 
r  granted  that,  on  every  pub- 
liere  is  at  Icaft  a  feeming  vio- 
lodeliy )  a  prefumption  on  the 
ie,  that  he  is  able  to  inftru^ 
tain  the  world;  which  implies 
on  that  he  can  communicate 
cannot  draw  from  their  own 

,ove  any  prejudice  this  might 
tias  been  the  general  intent  0$ 
Some  w<  find  extremely  Ibli- 
laim  acquaintance  with  their 
drefTing  him  by  the  mod  ten- 
idearmg  appellations.  He  is 
ftyled  ttie  moft  loving,  can-  , 
courteous  creature,  that  ever 
with  a  view,  doubtlefs,  that 
erve  the  compliment;  and  that 

may  be  fecured  at  the  ex- 
his  better  judgment.  Mean 
expe6tation!  The  accidcnul 
i  and  adventures  of  a  coihpo- 

danger  of  an  imperfect  and 
us  publication^  the  prefling 
reet  inftances  of  friendi;  the* 

weiU  meant  frauds  of  ac- 
»;  with  the  irrrfiilible  com- 
fcrfoniin  high  iife;  have  been 


excufes  often  fubftituted  in  place  of  the 
real  motives,  vanity  and  hunger. 

The  moft  allowable  reafons  for  ap- 
pearing thus  in  public  are,  either  the 
advantage  or  amulemcnt  of  our  fellow* 
creatures,  or  our  own  private  emolument 
and  reputation. 

A  man  pofffiTcd  of  intellectual  ta« 
lents  would  be  more  bkmeable  in  con- 
fining them  to  his  own  private  ufe,  than 
the  mean-fpirired  mifer,  that  did  the 
fame  by  hit  money.  The  latter  is  in- 
deed oblig^  to  bid.  adieu  to  what  he 
communicates;  the  former  enjoys  hit 
treafures,  even  while  he  renders  others 
the  better  for  them.  A  compofition 
that  enters  the  world  with  a  view  of 
improving  or  amufing  it,  (I  mean  only» 
amufing  it  in  a  polite  or  innocent  way} 
has  a  claim  to  our  utmoft  indulgence^ 
even  though  it  fail  of  the  cfFe£t  intended* 

When  a  writer*s  private  interefl  ap<* 
pears  the  motive  of  his  publication,  the 
reader  has  a  larger  fcope  for  acculatioa» 
if  he  be  a  fuffeier.  'Whoever  pays  fof 
thoughts,  which  this  kind  of  writers  may 
be  faid  to  vend,  has  room  enoueh  to  com- 
plain, if  he  be  difappoinied  ol  hit  bar- 
gain. He  hat  no  revenge,  hfkt  ridicule\ 
and,  contxas^  to  t>Ht  v^^Buic^  vck  «>dDAX 
areft,to«&akft\hft'fi(»li<]li%\y^^^B^^(^^ 


ZiaBBS±^ 


ESSAYS  ON  MEN  AND  MANNERS 


When  the  love  of  fame  a6ts  upon  a 
man  ofgeniusy  the  cafe  appears  to  ((and 
thus.  The  generality  of  the  world»  dif- 
tinguiftied  by  th«  name  of  readers,  ob- 
ferve  with  a  rehi£bmce  not  unnatural, 
a  perfon  raifinfr  himlrlf  above  them. 
AH  men  hare  fome  defire  of  fame,  and 
fame  it  grounded  on  comparifon.  Every 
one  thcN  it  fomewhat  inclined  to  difpute 
his  title  to  a  fuperiority;  and  to  difallow 
his  pretenfions  upon  the  difcovery  of  a 
flaw.  Indeed,  a  fine  writer,  like  a  lu- 
minous body,  may  be  beneficial  to  the 
perfon  he  enlightens;  hut  it  is  plain,  he 
renders  the  capacity  of  the  other  more 
difcemible.  Examination,  however,  is 
a  fort  of  turnpike  in  the  way  to  fame, 
where,  though  a  writer  be  a  while  de- 
tained, and  part  with  a  trifle  from  his 
pocket,  he  finds  in  return  a  more  com- 
modious and  eafy  road  tu  the  temple. 

When,  therefore,  a  man  is  coiifcious 
of  ability  tofen-e  his  counti  y,  or  believes 
hirofelf  pofleiTed  of  it,  (for  there  is  no 


previous  teft  on  this  occafion ,  he  has  no 
room  10  hefiiate,  or  need  to  make  apo- 
logy. When  fcif-intereft  inclines  a  man 
to  printi  he  (houlJ  confider  that  the  pur- 
chafer  expefts  a  penny-worth  for  his 
penny;  and  hat  reafon  to  aJ'perJe  his  ho- 
nefty  if  he  finds  himlelf  deceivei.  Al- 
fo,  that  it  it  poffible  to  public  a  book 
of  noTalue,  which  it  too  frequently  the 
produ£^  of  fuch  mercenary  people, 
when  fame  it  the  principal  objeA  of 
our  devotion,  it  (hould  be  confiderfrl 
whether  our  chara^er  is  like  to  rain  in 
point  of  wit,  what  it  will  probably  lofe 
in  point  of  modefly:  otherwife,  we  (ball 
be  cenfured  of  vanity  more  than  famed 
for  geniusj  and  deprefs  our  cbarafler 
while  we  ftrive  to  raifi?  it. 

After  all,  there  is  a  propenfity  in  fome 
to  communicate  their  thoughts  without 
any  View  at  all :  the  more  fanguir.e  cf 
thefe  employ  the  prefsj  the  lefs  lively 
are  contented  with  being  impeniner.t  ia 
converfation. 


ESSAY    II: 


ON   THE  TEST   OF   POPULAR   OPINION. 


1  Happened  to  fall  into  company  with 
'a  Citizen,  a  Courtier,  and  an  Aca* 
demir. 

Says  the  Citizen—*  I  am  told  conti- 

*  nuaily  of  tallr,  refinement,  and  po- 
'  litencfsj  but  meth inks  the  vulgar  and 

*  illiterate  generally  approve  the  fame 

*  pvAdu6\ions   with    the   connoifleuri?. 

*  One  rirely  Hnds  a  landlkip,  a  build- 

•  irig,  or  a  play,  that  has  chnrnris  for 
'  the  critic  exclulive  of  the  mechanic. 

•  But,  on  the  other  hand,  one  readily 
'  remarks  (ludents  who  labour  to  be  dull, 

*  depraving  their  native  relifli  by  the 

*  very  means  they  ufe  to  inline  it.    The 

•  vulgar  may  not  indeed  lie  capable  of 

•  giving  the  reaiuns  why  a  compiitiiion 
'  plealcB   them;  that    mcchiuicni    ilitV 

•  tinAion  they  leave  to  the  connoilTeur: 

*  but  they  ail/  ut  all  times,  met  hip  ks, 

•  judges  of  thi»  beaaty  of  an  effect,  a 

•  part  of  know  led  jji;  in  m<»ft   refpe^h 

*  ollowrdly  more  genteel  than  that  of 

•  the  0|R;rator/ 

Sa/t  the  C«urtier«— •  I  cannot  anfwer 

'  fur  every  individual  inttance:  but  1 

'  think,,  fiioJerately  fpcaking,  ihft  wV- 

'  gv  are  generally  in  the  wrong.    \i 

'  tkejr  happen  to  Iw  otherwiie»  it  '\% 


*  principally  owing  to  their  implicit  rc- 

*  iiance  on  the  fkill  of  their  iuperiors: 

*  and  this  has  fometimet  been  ftiangely 

*  efteflual  in  making  them  imagine  they 

*  relifh  perfeAion.  In  (hort,  if  ever 
'  thev  judee  well,  it  is  at  the  time  they 

*  lea  It  preiume  to  frame  opiniont  for 

*  themfelves. 

*  It  is  true  they  will  pretend  to  tafte 

*  an  objeft  which  they  know  their  bef- 
'  ters  do.    But  then  they  confider  fome 

*  perfon^s  judgment  as  a  certain  ftan- 

*  dard  or  rule;  they  find  the  objeft  ex- 

*  a£tly  tally;  and  this  dtmonftratcd  ap* 
<  pcarance  of  beauty  affords  them  fome 

*  fmail  degree  of  fatisfaAioo, 
■  It  it  the  lame  vrith  regard  to  the 

*  appetite,  from  which  the  metaphor  of 
'  tatte  IS  borrowed.  **  Such  a  fovp  or 
**  olio,'*  faiy  they»  "  it  much  in  voguej 
<*  and  if  you  do  not  like  it,  you  ntuft 
"  learn  to  like  it." 

*  But  in  poetry,  for  inftance,  it  i* 

*  urged  that  the  vulnr  difcyvcr  the 

*  fame  beauiiet  with  the  man  «f  read* 

*  ing. 
^  "^vii  WaK  or  more  nf  the  be^otici 
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*  ur.culiiv.itc J,  Can  be  applied  to  their 

■  pioper  cou'.w  I  i;J*rts.       Tlu'ir  btautv, 
^  '^t  cor.i'Pqii-;.cc,  iS  like  a  j,'i6uiic  to  a 

*  blind  inaii. 

*  How  many  of  thf fr  pfcullaiitics  in 

*  po/iiy  turn  ujjona  knjwicjgeoi  p!ji- 
'  iuiopby  iind  hiituty)  and  let  nie  aJit, 

*  thcic  Uteni  btwuties  give  the  molt  ite- 
''h^ht  to  tAich  as  C2n  unfold  them. 

'  I  niignt  launch  ou(  much  inrther 
'  in  repaid  lo  tie  i^rrow  limits  of  ilicir 

■  appreiicnlV  n<:.    Wrsat  I  have  fdid  iray 
'  exclude  tt.eir  iDiall'hility;  and  it  :s  my 

*  opinion  they  are  ftldom  lijiht/ 

The  Ac3.*tn.ic  IpjJcc  liiiic,  bur  tnthc 
pnrpoici  :»irriii>i^  (hat  all  ranks  :4  .  !^  . 
tions  have  ihrir  diffi-iu't  lyu- .  -  .( 
judging:  that  a  clown  o*'  ni(i«.-  •  itc 
enough  ror^l^ib  H^ndersMclSi..'.-  ..:ii,hc 
unquettiutKtbiy  Kr  iu  inihiiiMc'  « •  to  le- 
Jilh  it  yet  more:  chat  an  =  u''-  ■ ,  hiff»re 
be  prmtif    (houkl  »ot  tU.:..i   hiiniiftt 


with  a  con*.iliJ  cxptvlatlon  of  pleafmg 
ho\\\  lilt*  viil:-,ai  AU(\  the  pol'tr;  few 
iV\v'j<,  !n  c  "pp.iiH.'n,  being  capable 
cf  tloi.'.^  Sotli  in  any  great  degrtei  that 
he  Hioitlil  ;iIwMys  mealure  our  his  plan 
foi  the  lilt  o^  urdtrftanding  he  would 
lir.  If  he  can  content  himleif  with  the 
mob,  he  is  pretty  fureof  numbers  for  a 
time.  If  he  write  with  moiie  abundant 
elegance,  it  may  efcape  the  organs  of 
fucli  rcHdcis;  but  he  will  have  a  chance 
foij  Inch  applruifc  as  will  more  fenfibly 
aftcft  him.^  Let  a  writer  then  in  his 
fifft^  performances  neglecl  the  idea  of 
profit,  and  the  vulgar's  applaufe  encire- 
Iv:  let  h  i  iM  add  re  Is  him  felf  to  the  judicious 
f'i'w,  ...,.<  then  Drofit  and  the  mob  will 
•• .  jw.  HiS  hrlt  appearance  on  the 
i*...ge  .  ■  jcricrs  will  engrofs  the  politer 
comp'..tiiciits;  and  his  Utter  will  partake 
of  tue  u  rational  huzza. 


riSAY    III: 


ON   ALLOV  ;nc;    MHRIT    IN    OTHERS. 


A  Certain  gentleman  wT   ';:prcJrinpj 
h-mlclf  as  follov. — 

•  I  confer»»  I  have  :.      .  .t  tail  •  fcr 

•  poetry;   bus  >*   1  ■'■■     '  ^^  "'P^   fo 

•  believe  I  (hnnid  i;    .1  ■  •  other  p-  'tiy 
«  than  ihaT  ct  Mr.  V  :  ;.    The  rei  but 

•  barely  anive  ac  a  !:--.*.o<n:y  in  t^.cir 

•  art;  3nd>  to  be  I  :»".  jMwiry  of  i'i«t 

•  ftamp  can  afr.>rtl  1  ■  :  lieuiier  |)leaiuir/ 

•  I  know  nciS'  \  ■-  .  anoiher,  •  what 

•  may  bcth^iith.'-    n's  motive  to  oive 

•  this   opiiUiC^n :    b':.   I   am  penundni, 
<  nunibers   prt-tvr<..  the  f.imc  through 

•  mere  jcaltniiy  or  envy.' 

A  leaJer  cunluivts  ap  author  a«  oi  f» 
«vho  lays  claim  to  a  luperior  taenia  •. 
He  is  ever  inclined  todiipnre  ity  becanfe, 
if  he  happen  to  invalidate  h*s  title,  he 
has  at  leafl  one  fuperior  the  lefs.  Now 
though  a  man's  abfolute  merit  may  not 
depend  upon  the  inferiortry  of  another, 
yet  his  comparative  worth  varies  in  re- 
gard to  flat  of  other  people.  Self-lcve, 
therefore,  is  ever  atrentive  to  piirfue  the 
lingle  point  of  admittmg  no  more  into 
the  cUit  of  fuperiors,  than  it  is  impoi- 
fible  tocacclude.  Cuuld  ic  evtn  limit 
the'offnber  to  one,  they  would  loon 
htmnpt  to  uodenui'ne  him.    Even  Mr, 


Pone  had  hern  rcfufeJ  his  honours,  hut 
that  tile  vciy  coniiraint,  and  even  ab- 
lurdiiy,  of  people's  ftiutting  their  eyet» 
gicw  as  diiitgreeable  to  them,^as  that 
excellence,  which,  when  open^  they 
could  r.ot  but  difcover. 

liut  .'.if- love  olnains  it^s  wifhee  in 
another  ref^ieA  alfo.  It  hereby  not  on- 
ly «iep!t-(res  the  charaflers  of  many  that 
have  wrote,  hut  Itifles  the  genius  of  fuch 
as  might  hereafter  rife  from  aroongft  our 
inf'riois. 

Let  us  not  deny  to  Mr.  Pope  the 
praii'cs  which  a  pcrfon  enamoured  of 
p-.je»r^-  Vrij'iid  beftow  on  one  that  excel* 
led  in  it:  but  let  us  confider  ParnafTut 
rath^r  as  a  itpublic  than  a  monarchy} 
whete,  although  fome  may  be  in  pof- 
leilion  of  a  more  cultivated  fpot,  yet 
others  may  pofTefilandasfiuitful,  upon 
equal  cultivation. 

On  the  whole,  let  us  refleft,  that  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  extent  of  it^s 
fertility,  muft  remain  undifcovered,  if 
the  gentlcman^s  defponding  principle 
ihould  meet  with  approbation. 

Mr.  Popc^s  chief  excellence  lies  in 
what  I  would  term  confolidating  or  con- 
denting  fcuitji«t»  ^tx  ^tferw.^  o^fc 
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atidprifpiri!!*''.  l-i  ''rpothnefsof  verfc, 
peih.«,'»«,  *»e  *i:;»  lien  equalled:  in  rc- 
gani  *•}  inventior,  ixr.Ilcd. 

AdiJ  to  thi'*,  if  tlv*  \vri:i!rs  of  anti- 

3«iiy  ir.iy  he  tltcemcd  our  true:!  inri- 
tl«,  Mr.  Pojie  i-?  mnch  more  winy, 
ar.d  Icfs  llrrj  !c,  ih:in  Viis  own  II  .rate 
dppcurs  in  anv  of  hi-;  wiirin^.v.  Moio 
yitty,  and  hi',  fiMipie,  tnnn  ih.-  modem 
MonlleurHiiiljaii,  who  '.iii'irf.l  ihf  ni**- 
rit  of  ur.itinj"^  the  \\\]r  o*  J-ivcnal  and 
Pcrrtlus  with  flat  of  Harare. 

S.xuvc  gr:i!iJH>  ruf-lv-v.  This  was 
one  Jource  <^f"  hiis  pv|»i:'aiity;  i::d  he 
ienns  evi:n  Ti  very  cci'-riuus  of  it,  a«  to 
ftij^n:<ii/c  ninny  incrV»hii*-^  «.'i.ujcJtrs- 
The  cirrnmft  in;  e  i  i  v.  \r\t  is  calied 
alliteration,  and  th.  nict  .idiullmcnt  of 
tVe  paufe,  h.u'5  couipir:  J  to  ciiurm  the 
p'efent  age,  Ixit  h.u-c  at  the  fame  time 
given  his  vtii'ci  3  very  cloying  peculia- 
rity. 


Bnt,  perhaps,  we  maft  not  expeft  tj 
trace  the  flow  cf  Waller,  the  landfkip 
of  Tlionifon,  the  fire  of  Dryden,  the 
imagery  of  Shaktfpearc,  the  fimplicity  cf 
Speiifer,  the  counlinefs  of  Piifif,  the 
humour  of  Swift,  the  wit  of  Cowley, 
the  delicacy  of  Advlifon,  the  tenderurfi 
orOtway,  and  the  invention,  thefpirj 
aiui  fuhiimiiy  (if  Milion,  joined  in  anv 
linglc  writLT.  Thi:  lovers  of  poetry, 
therefore,  fhould  allow  fome  pnife  to 
thofe  who  (hintf  in  any  branch  of  It,  an-l 
only  ran^E  ihcm  into  chiffw-s  according a> 
tlijt  Ipecics  ill  which  tiiey  (hine, 

*  i^v jrr  agifCf  0  juvcnes  '* 

Banifli  the  ft!f-dehafing  principle,  tnd 
from  the  difingenuiiy  of  readers.  Hi)« 
miiity  has  depreffcd  many  a  genius  inro 
an  htraiit  j  but  never  yet  raifed  one  ia» 
a  poet  of  eminence. 


ESSAY    IV, 


THE   IMPROMPTU. 


THE  cri;ic-f,  however  unable  to  fix  ' 
the  time  vtrhich  it  is  moll  proper  Lo 
^liow  fcr  the  aiSlion  cf  an  epic  poem, 
liaveunlveri'aiiy  ag,rtcd  th.i;  Ibnieceitain 
ipace  ii  iiot  to  be  exceeded.  Concern- 
fng  this,  Aiiito'.ie,  tiiiir  grrat  Lycurgus, 
U  entirely  filcnt.  Succeeding  critics 
have  done  liitle  more  ihan  cavil  con- 
cerninj^  ti.c  Jr.ic  r:aliy  laken  up  by  the 
gieat-jil  epic  v-ii:eis:  thai,  if  ihey  could 
not  frame  a  law,  they  n.i^hl  ai  Luii  vlta- 
IdiHi  a  prccvi'.k-nt  of  unexceptionable  an - 
timrity.  Tlonur,  i\iy  li.cy,  roniinedthj 
kdion  of  his  4iiad,  ci  r»iner  his  aAio:i 
ruy  be  luiuce*,  to  ilie  fpacf  cf  two 
uionihs.  Uis  Cdyllly,  acconiinc;  to 
BciTu  and  D. icier.  i»(Xtc:id,.d  to  ei^hr 
)ears.  Viii;ll*s  ^^iirid  i:u.s  laifcd  vety 
Uitf'.r'Tit  oy.uii'jiis  in  iv.^  cor.:mcntatc:«i. 
Tiilfo's  puciiJ  includ'js  a  lummcr.— 'But 
Icaviiig  f»ch  krictty  points  to  p^r/ons 
that  a^ijei:  hc.su  lor  the  difcjiliuu  of 
thtm,  let  us  cn«-iavc-.ir  to  (.(laMiHi  laws 
that  aie  nunc  likely  to  he  obeyed  than 
connovcitwii.  An  :p!:  wriier,  though 
liniiud  in  regard  to  the  time  of  his  ac- 
tioT!,  is  under  no  foit  of  urilraint  with 
rcjiaid  »o  the  time  he  takes  to  Ai.iili  his 
y,rir<j;.  F.ir  dirfercn:  is  the  cafe  with  a 
wiinjuf  Inipiui\\p:u\.  He  kiusxA  w 
g:io^i:'l  j.i  tJir  iibertici-  I'uai  he  cawyiov- 
^liJy  ukc  in  his  co:s>i:clii".ou,  butu  ri- 


gidly circumfcribed  with  reganl  to  tl-r 
fpace  in  which  it  is  compleated.  Ard 
no  wonder;  for  whatever  degree  of  posjj- 
nancy  may  be  required  in  this  compoli- 
tion,  it's  peculiar  merit  muft  ever  berf- 
lative  to  the  expedition  with  which  it  is 
pro'luceU. 

It  appears  indeed,  to  me,  to  have  i^c 
nature  of  that  kind  of  falUil,  which  cer- 
tain emir.unt  adepts  in  chcmilky  hivs 
coiiirived  to  raifc  while  a  jolrii  ^S  ;ni::- 
ton  ib  roalting.  We  do  nut  allow  oiir- 
fclvts  to  blame  it's  unufual  flatnels  ar't 
ir.fipidity,  but  extol  the  little  flivount 
ha^,  confide; ing  the  time  of  it's  VLgeU- 
tion. 

An  extemporaneous  poet,  the!eforPf 
is  to  be  judged  as  we  iud^c  a  ricc-hjifcj 
not  by  the  gracefulneis  of  hl^  m.^tiiiPi 
but  the  time  lie  takes  to  fijiifli  his  cour.V* 
The  bell  critic  upon  earth  may  err  in 
determining  his  precifc  degree  of  m;iirt 
if  he  have  neither  a  (lop- ^v .itch  in  hi'r 
hand,  nor  a  cloik  within  hi;  hcaiirg. 

To  be  a  little  more  fejion*.  A  ? ex- 
temporaneous pitce  ought  to  be  ex;i- 
mined  by  a  compound  ratio,  or  a  me- 
dium compounded  of  it's  leal  wor*h, 
and  the  (hortncfs  of  the  tin;e  that  i*  tai- 
l^Vo^cd \tv  ii*»  ^roduftion.  By  rhi«  i tile, 
cM»..t\  VwtfJkV*  v^w.w\  v\v*k>j  V»t  \\\  <<^vTyi£  fort 
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ifeft  fofxtraordiiiary  a  com- 
anfidocd  with  it's  real  worth , 
lorter  than  the  time  employed 
le  dlftichs  of  CofconiuF. 
)iher  hand,  I  cannot  a'luw  this 
flafhes  of  my  friend  S—  in 
Kine,  which  have  no  furt  of 
he  called  verles,  befides  tlicir 

:  ever  made  it  my  ambition  to 
itings  diftingiiiihed  for  fome- 
rnanr,  unexpe^lcd,  or,  in  fbme 
,ieailiir  i  I  have  acquired  a  de- 
me  by  a  Brm  adherence  to  the 
I  have  llung  folks  with  my 
.  amufed  them  with  acro(lic^» 
them  with  rebiiiTe-s,  nn.!  dif- 
em  with  ri'lHIe?.  It  remiinrd 
leto  fucceed  in  the  lniprnm|itu, 
I  was  utterly  difqiialified  by 
n  flownefs  of  ipprehenfion. 
firou*,  however,  of  the  immor- 
r  to  grow  diltinguiOicd  for  an 


extemn^rc,  I  pciltioncd  Apollo  to  that 
piirpoie  in  a  dream.  Hit  aiJiv.  '  *v3t 
as  follows  1  TiiJt  whatever  piece  oi  vviip 
cither  written  orveibal,  makes  any  pre- 
tence to  merit,  as  of  exteui^Ki.ineoiit 
production,  fli.i:l  be  fuid  or  written 
within  the  time  that  the  author  fupports 
himfelf  on  one  les^.  That  Horace  had 
explained  his  m  "i  '?i^,  by  the  phraic 
STANS  PEDE  IS  UNO.  And  foraC- 
much  3ft  one  man  may  perfevere  in  the 
poihire  longer  than  anothefi  he  would 
reconlmend  it  to  all  candidates  for  thit 
extraordinary  accomplishment,  that  they 
would  habituate  themlirlves  to  ttudy  ill 
no  other  attitude  whntfoever. 

Methoughr  T  received  this  anfwcr  with 
the  utmoft  pica! u re  as  well  as  venera- 
tion} hoping -that,  however  X  was  de- 
barred of  the  acumen  reniiifiie  for  atl 
extempore,  I  might  ieam  to  weary  out 
my  beciers  in  itanding  on  one  leg. 


ESSAY    V. 


AN    HUMOURIST. 


orm  an  eftimate  of  the  propor- 
1  which  one  man*a  happinefs 
another*s,  we  arc  to  confider 

that  is  allotted  him  with  as 
ention  as  the  circumflances.  It 
srfiuous  to  evince  thai  the  fame 
hich  onederpires,arc  frequently 
cr  the  fubftantial  fou'ce  of  ad- 

The  man  of  l^ulinefs  and  the 
ieafiire  are  to  each  other  miitu- 
empiible;  and  a  blue  garter  has 
ns  for  Ibme,  than  they  can  dif. 
abuttrrfly.  The  inure  candid 
obferver  condemns  neither  for 
its,  but  for  the  derillon  he  i'o 

laviflies  upon  the  difpofition 
:ighbonr.  lie  concludes,  that 
infinitely  various  were  at  fit  ft 

for  our  purluit  and  pica  lure  j 
;  fome  find  their  account  in 
a  cry  of  hounds,  as  much  as 
I  the  dignity  of  Lord  Chief- 

g  premised  thus  much,  I  pro- 
live  fome  account  of  a  charader 
me  within  the  fphere  of  my  own 
on. 

.e  entrance  of  a  cathedral,  not 
i  of  a  palHng  bell,  not  the  furs 
^Utrate,  nor  the  fMe$  of  a  fu- 


neral, were  fraught  with  half  the  folem^ 
nity  of  face! 

Nav,  fo  wonderfully  ferions  was  he  ob- 
ferved  to  he  on  all  occafions,  that  it  was 
found  hardly  poflibleto  be  otherwifeinhis 
company.  He  quafhed  the  loudeft  tem- 
peft  of  laughter,  whenever  he  entered  the 
room;  and  men's  features,  though  ever 
fo  much  ronghene^l,  were  fure  to  grovr 
fmooth  at  his  approach. 

The  man  had  nothing  vitious,  or  even 
ill-natured  in  hin  chnmft-r;  yet  he  was 
the  dread  of  all  jovial  converfation ;  the 
young,  the  gny,  touiul  their  fpirits  fly  ^ 
before  him.  Even  the  kitten  and  the 
puppy,  as  it  were  by  inftin6>,  world 
forego  their  frolic<,  and  be  ftill.  The 
dcpreflTion  he  occaHoned  was  like  that  of 
a  damp,  or  vitiated  air.  Unconfcious  of 
any  apparent  caufe,  you  found  your  fpi- 
rits flnk  infeniibly:  and  were  any  one  to 
fit  for  the  pi6^ure  of  ill -luck,  it  is  not 
poflible  the  painter  could  fele£l  a  more 
proper  perfon. 

Yet  he  did  not  fail  to  boaftof  a  fupe- 
rior  (hare  of  reafon,  even  for  the  want 
of  that  very  faculty,  rifibility,  with  which 
it  is  fuppofed  to  be  alwavs  joined. 

Indeed  he  acc^wued  A«  ^iinl^cc  tR. 
the  moft  in^jeauonii  ^«ttev^^  Vkw  cxta^vr)  ^ 
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from  this  meditative  temper.  Not  that 
he  had  ever  made  any  great  difcavery  of 
his  takotsi  but  a  few  oracular  declara- 
tions, joined  with  »  common  opinion  that 
he  was  writing  fomewhat  fur  pofterity, 
compWated  his  repvtition. 

Numbers  would  have  willingly  de- 
preciated his  ehara^^er,  had  not  his 
Jtnown  ibbriety  and  reputed  fenfe  de- 
terred niem* 

He  was  one  day  overheard  at  his  de- 
votioBSt  returning  his  moil  fincerr.  thanks 
for  fome  particularities  in  his  fituatior, 
which  the  generality  of  mankind  wo:  id 
have  but  little  regarded. 

<  Accept,*  raid  he,  <  the  gratitude  of 
thy  moft  humble^  yet  moll  happy  crra- 
ture,  not  for  (ilver  or  gold,  the  tinfel 
of  mankind*  but  for  thole  amiable  pe  - 
culiaritiet  which  thou  haft  fo  graci- 
oufly  interwoven  both  with  my  fortune 
and  my  complexion:  for  thofe  trea- 
fures  fo  well  adapted  to  that  frame  of 
mind  thou  haft  afligned  nie. 

'  That  the  fumame  which  has  de- 
fcended  to  me  is  liable  to  no  pun. 
*  That  it  runs  chiefly  upon  vowels 
and  liquids. 

<  That  I  have  a  pi^refquc  counte. 
nance,  rather  than  one  that  is  eftcemed 
of  regular  features. 

'  That  there  is  an  intermediate  hill, 
interceptinjg  my  view  of  a  nobleman's 
feat,  whofe  ill  obtained  fupeiioriiy  I 
cannot  bear  to  recolie6l. 

'  That  my  efiate  is  over- run  wiih 
brambles,  refounds  with  caiaraA* ,  and 
is  beautifully  varied  with  rocks  and 
precipices,  rather  than  an  even  cuiti* 
vated  fpor,  fertile  of  corn,  or  wine,  or 
oil;  or  thoie  kinds  of  produAions  in 
which  the  Ions  of  men  delight  them- 
felves. 

'  That  as  thou  divideft  thy  bounties 
impartially,  giving  ridies  to  one*  and 
the  contempt  of  riches  to  another)  io 


*  thou  haft  given  ir.c,  in  the  midft  of 

*  poverty,  to  defp  :c  the  infotence  of 
'  riciitfs,  and,  hv  dVi-liningali  emuiatioa 
'  that  l^  foundi-d  u  -jon  wealth,  ro  raain* 

*  tain  the  dignity  and  fuperiority  of  the 
<  Mule^. 

<  1  iiat  J  have  a  difpoiition  either  (n 
'  elevated  or  fo  ingen>.ious,  that  I  can 

*  di'rivc  to  mvlcJf  an;-:cment  from  the 

*  very  expeiiients  and  contrivances  with 

*  which  rigorous  n'-cniny  fumifhes  my 

*  in\"ntion. 

•  That  i  can  !ai:c;h  a;   ray  own  foN 

*  lie*,  foibles,  an  i  .:  .:;:iiities5  and  that 

*  I  do  nM  want ;  rilrn.  tics  to  employ  this 

*  d:lp  <(ition.* 

T!'  i  poor  ^e.-^r;.  nan  caught  cold  one 
winirr"»  nigV.:,  .1=  he  wi& contemplating, 
by  the  fide  :-?  i  cryftal  ftreatr.  by  mooo- 
fliine.  Tui:  afterwards  r£rr:i::aredir.a 
fever  that  was  fatal  to  hi.-n.  Since  his 
d«r.iih,  I  have  been  favoured  with  thein- 
fpe^ien  of  his  poetry,  of  which  I  pre- 
ferve«l  a  catalogue  for  the  benefit  of  my 
readers. 

OCCASIONAL  POEMS. 
rxN  his  Hog,  that  growing  corpuifnt, 
^^  rcfufcd  a  crnil  when  it  was  offered 
him. 

To  the  memory  of  a  pair  of  breeches 
that  had  done  him  rxcellent  ler\'ice. 

Having  loft  his  tnifty  walking. ft aff, 
hecomplaineth. 

To  his  miftiefs,  on  her  declaring  that 
flie  loved  parfnips  better  than  potatoes. 

On  an  ear-wig  that  crept  into  a  nec- 
tarine, that  it  might  be  fw^ibwcd  bv 

On  cutting  an  artichoke  in  his  garden 
the  day  that  Queen  Anne  cut  her  l.ciic 
fin^r. 

Epigram  on  a  wooden* peg. 

Ode  to  the  memory  of  the  great  mo- 
dern—who firft  invented  ftioe-huckles. 


ESSAY    VI. 

THE    HERMIT. 


IH  TKB  MAKMER  OF  CAMBSAY* 


?^T^WAS  in  that  dclijjhtful  month 

Jl     which  Love  prefers  before   all 

others, sind which  moft  reveres  thi% dtiu*. 

that  month  which  ever  weaves  a  vcrdanl 

carpet  for  the  earth,  and  cnnbioidcu  \i 


with  flowcis.  The  hanks  became  in- 
viting througii  thbir  cover  lets  ot  mofs; 
the  violets,  rc'refhcd  hy  the  mo.ftm-e  of 
dtVcti\^M\^  T^xf.s,  tuwtWV  \^t  tt^id  s;r 


<««»J# 
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ft)owcr  vras  pnft;  the  fun  ilifpcrfed  the 

V'ipouis;  and  the  (ky  was  cicir  aii-l  In- 

culy  wh<:n  Pulydoie  walked  fuith.     He 

Wiis  of  a  coniplcxicii  altos^ctlier  pl;un 

and  unatici^cdj  a  luver  i/i  the  Mules, 

and  bcluved  hy  them.  H-;  would  ottcn- 

liiiies  retire  from  the  noil'e  of  mixt  con- 

verfalioiiy  to  enjoy  the  melody  of  bird<» 

or  the  murmurs  of  a  water- (ail.     His 

Beighbourit  oftfrii   fmiled  at  his.peai- 

liariiy  of  teinj>er$  and  he  no  lefs,  at  ihb 

vulgar  calt  of  theirs.     He  could  never 

he  content  to  pif»  his  iricvccrihle  time 

in  an  idle  comment  upon  a  news-paper, 

or  in  adjuftin^  Ihe  prccilt  ddrereucc  of 

temperature  httwixt  the  wea'htr  of  ic- 

day  and  yedrrday.'  In  (hur,  he  wa«  not 

void  of  fonie  ambition,  bur  what  he  f-.lt 

he  acknowltd^ed,  and  was  never  avtife 

to  vindicate.    As  he  ntver  cenfiired  any 

one  who  induh'![ed  ihsvr  humour  in(4- 

fnifively,  fo  he  claime  1  no  ni&nner  of 

applaufe  for  thi  fc  puiiiiits  wh  ch  giati- 

fied  his  own.  Bu*  ti.'j  ier:timtnts  hecn- 

ceitaincd  of  honoir,   imd   the  dignity 

conferred  by  royal  auth{irlty,  n^ade  it 

wonderful  how  he  burc  the  thour^hrs  of 

oblcui ity  aiid  oblivion.     He  mcniioned, 

with  applauil',  the  youihs  who  by  UKuit 

had  arrived  ^t  itation;  but  he  ti)oi:^ht 

that  all  ihould,  in  i:fw-'s  viAt,  leave  ioine 

token  of  then-  cxiSUnce;  and  that  iheir 

friends  mifi>ht  luoie  rcjfonably  expicl  :t 

from  them,  than  they  'from  their  polte- 

riiy. 

There  were  few,  he  thought,  of  ta- 
Jeats  fuverv  inconiiderabie,  as  to  be  un- 
»i'.erably  excluded  from  aii  degrees  of 
fame:  and,  in  rogaid  to  fuch  as  )iad  a 
liberal  education,  he  ever  wilhed  titat  in 
fume  art  or  fci:;nce  they  would  be  per- 
I'r.aded  to  engrave  their  names.  He 
thout^hc  it  niighf  l»e  Ibme  ple::l\.rcto  re- 
6l^,  that  their  names  would  a:  ie.ill  be 
lionoui^  by  their  dr  :rend:ini%,  abliough 
they  might  efcape  the  notice  of  fnch  as 
wcie  not  prejudiced  in  their  favour. 
'  What  a  luftre,^  faid  he,  ■  does  the 

•  reputation  of  a  Wren,  a  WalUr,  or  a 

•  Walfinghain,  call  ujx>n  their  rcmotell 
«  progeny!  and  who  would  not  wifli  ra- 

•  thci  to  be  dcfcended  from  ihcin,  than 

•  from  the  mcie  carcJle  of  nobiiitv?* 
Yet,  v.In  rcvLr  lupeib  titles  are  faith- 
f.dly  oiicicd  as  tlis  nr-.vrtrd  of  lani:,  hr 
thought  the  a.'Uiiv:Ti.r.;<;  of  adib.rion 
were  too  iran.pouing  lo  be  refilled.  But 
to  return. 

Polydcre,  a  new  inhabitanrin  a  (tjrt 
t^f  A-rUf  •jiiinhHbited  couatry,  was  now 


afcended  to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  very  extenflve 
nrofped.  Before  him  a  bro:ul  and  wind- 
ing valley,  variegated  with  all  the  charms 
ot  landlkip.  Fertile  meadows,  glitter- 
ing ftreams,  pendent  rocks,  and  no'Kling 
ruin«.  But  thefe,  indeed,  were  much 
lefs  the  obje^s  of  his  attention,  than 
thole  dillant  hills  and  fpires  that  were 
alnioil  concealed  by  one  undiftinguifhed 
?7ure.  The  lea,  indee.l,  appeared  to 
clofc  the  fcene,  though,  dillant  as  it 
was,  it  but  little  variegatfd  the  view* 
Hurdly,  uideed,  were  it  diftinguiniable^ 
but  for  the  beams  of  a  defccnding  fun, 
which  at  the  fame  time  wamed  ourtra- 
vtiler  to  return,  before  the  dufkinefa 
and  dews  of  evening  had  rendered  his 
w;'.lk  uncomfortable. 

He  had  now  defcendcd  to  the  foot  of 
th."  mount.iin,  when  he  remarked  an  old 
hermit  approaching  tor*  little  hut,  which 
he  had  formed  with  his  own  hands,  at 
the  very  bottom  of  the  precipice.  Poly- 
dore,  all  enamoured  of  the  beauties  he 
hail  been  fuiveying,  could  not  avoid 
wondering  at  his  conduct,  who,  not  con- 
tent with  fliunning  al!  commerce  with 
marikinJ,  had  contrived  as  much  as 
ponil>le  to  exclude  all  views  of  nature. 
He  accclled  him  .in  the  manner  follow- 
inv — *  Father,'  fays  he,  »  it  is  with  no 

*  fnnll   fuiprife,  that  I   obierve  your 
«  choice  of  li:uation,  by  which  you  ieein 

*  to  neglefl  the  moll  dillant  and  dc- 

*  liv^htlul  landikip  that  ever  my  eyes  be- 

*  held.     The  hill,  beneath  which  you 

*  have  contrived  to  hide  your  habita- 

*  lion,  wcmul  have  afforded  you  fuch  a 

*  variety  of  natural  cm  iolliics,  as,  to  a 

*  perfon  lb  contemplative,  muft  appear 

*  highly  entertaining:  and  as  the  cell 

*  to  which  ycu  are  advancing  is  lain- 

*  ingly  of  your  own  romri\ance,  me- 

*  thinks   'twas  probable  you  v/ould  fo 

*  have  placed  it,  as  to  prclent  them,  in 

*  all  iheir  beauty,  to  your  eye.* 

The  hermit  made  him  this  anfwer— 
«  My  fon,'  fays  he,  •  the  evening  ap- 
<  pioaches,  and  you  have  deviated  from 
'  your  way.    I  would  not  therefore  de- 

*  tain  you  by  my  llor\',  tlid  not  I  ima- 
'  giiie  llie  uioon  would  prove  a  fafcr 

*  guide  to  ycu,  than  that  fctting  fun, 

*  which  you  mull  oihcrwiie  re'v  upon. 

*  Enter,  therefore,  for  a  while  into  my 

*  cave,  and  I  will  ^ivt  you  then  lome 

*  account  cf  my  adventures,  whicl\^.^^ 

*  foWc  'yowT  «3kOV\\>V%^  ^x\\t>.^\^  IWa\t«:V- 
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'  ]M>re.  But  before  you  enter  my  lone 
'  abode,  catlcuUteJ  only  for  the  ul'e  of 

*  meditation*  dare  to  contemn  fupeiflu- 

*  6us  magnificence,  a/d  render  thytelf 
'  worthy  of  the  Being  I  contemplate. 

*  Know,  then,  that  I  owe  what  the 
'  world  is  plcafed  to  call  my  ruin  (and 

*  indeed  iiilily»  were  it  not  for  the  ule 

*  which  I  have  made  of  it)  to  an  affured 

*  dependence,   in   a  literal  fenle,  upon 

*  confufed  and  diftant  prol'pccls:  a  con- 

*  (iJeration,  which  huth  indeed  I'oaffef^- 

*  ed  mc>  that  I  ftiall  never  henceforth 

*  enjoy  a  htndikip  that  lies  at  To  remote 
'  a  didance,  as  not  to  exhihit  all  it*s 
'  parts.     And,  indeed,  weie  I  to  form 

*  the  le»(l  pictfnfions  to  what  voiii  woi  Id 

*  calls  ti<tc,  I  might  t-v^n  «lun  perhaps 

*  conreiid  that  awed  diicriminaitd  l.ind- 
'  iVip  VMS  .u  ail  tiinp*  to  bj  pjvftircd  to 

*  a  dilUnt  and  proiTiil'cuous  a/nrc. 

*  I  v^as  l^orii  in  thi  pariib  of  a  noble- 
'  man  -vho  arrived  to  the  principal  ma- 
'  nagcment  of  the  bufniefs  of  ilie  nation. 

*  The  hei r  of  his  fami ly  and  ray  ici f  were 
'  of  the  lame  age,  nr.d,  for  lomc  time, 
'  ^chooI-fehu^^«.  I  had  made  coiilidcr- 
'  tMc  adv.uices  in  hi>  eltcem;  and  the 

*  mutu)l  art'cftiun   we  crittririnicd    for 

*  e.K:c.  vt[)ti\  did  n-t  loi.g  rcinMin   un- 

*  :)')leived  by  his  family  or  my  own, 
'  Hf  was  fji.t  r:\rly  upon  his  travels, 

*  J..;:  liiant  to  n  very  iivudiclous  cviicm, 

*  aiid  my  parents  wtrc  f:;lic  led  to  con- 
■   li:nt  il'.at  I  ml[;ht  nccompiny  hiiii.  In- 

*  tim;iiion»  wci-e  j;:v..ji  i»)  my  friends, 

*  thai  -I  ji^rfonof  fuch  impcrcr.nceas  his 

*  father ini^ht  contnUiitf  much  more  to 

*  my  i'l^mtMli^te  pn)ii.o:ior.,  thrtn  tlit:  ut- 

*  7iiii't  di!:;:ence  I  co.iid  uI'l  in  purfuit 

*  of  if.     iVly  faiherr,    I  iciiiember,  af- 

*  i»-nted   with   leluftacjc.-:   my   mother, 

*  tiieJ  wiih  the  amui.icr.  uf   her  fon's 

*  future  pr.-atncf^,   th:- -k,!i  ninrh  im- 

*  ptirtunuy  **  wrun^  frofii  h.m  his  flow 
**  le>ivc."  I,  for  my  own  prirf,  wanted 

*  no  rroit  pt.riii;»ri..ii.     V'c  nride  what 

*  is  railed  t'titfgreanoiiiori-.urope,  Wc 

*  lis^irliej  ol   u*,  1  btlitvi-,  ti-'ml  be  faid 

*  Tc»v.-*iit  n:4!..iai  llr.li ;  I*\k  S-.-i-jg  ba- 
'  rii:btd  fotaii)  III  lifi-,  wi  cr'more  ar- 

*  ttnhvetovve!  vdi.vijiion  fioin  onrown 

*  ir-difieicnr  puiloinr,   man  ro  !i:'y  nij.'- 

*  U\\  I'X.uTiiiifitiiin  i.f   ilicir  p^l.cicj  or 

*  na:i:u'rs.     Juii;;«i.e.Ti,    fiir    ihc    molt 

*  pnrf,  i.pen^  very  n.TNiy.     i'^nryolien 

*  cxp.mds  her  blciToins  ail  at  once. 

'  Wc  were  now  i t^iurning  hortik  from 
^  1  fix  v«^.i/'.<i  uh;c!icej  anncJp'A'in*  ibe 
^  czrcflii  of  our  f  aii;jt»  aud  ithiion*. 


•  when  my  ever-honoured  companion 

*  was  attacked  by  a  fever.  All  poflibif 

•  means  of  fafcty  proving  finally  inef- 
'  fcflual,  he  accotted  mc  in  one  of  hit 

*  lucid  intervals  us  follows. 

"  Alasl  my  Clytandtr,  my  life,  they 
"  tell  me,  isof  very  fliort  cominoancr. 
**  The  next  p:iioxyim  of  my  fever  will 
"  probably  be  conclufive. 

•*  The  pVofpeft  of  this  fudden  chanj^e 
"  does  not  allow  me  to  fpe»k.the  graii- 
•*  tudt  I  owe  iheej  much  lels  to  reward 
**  the  kindnefs  on  which  it  isfo  julily 
"  grounded.  Thou  knowrft  I  was  fi-nt 
"  away  early  from  n>y  parents,*  and  the 
**  more  rational  partot  my  bfehas  bren 
•*  paifcd  with  thee  alone.  It  c.mnoi  bo 
^*  but  they  will  prove  folicilous  m  ilieir 
•*  enquiries  concerning  me.  Thy  narra- 
'*  'tive  will  awake  their  tenderiief>,  and 
**  they  cannot  but  conceive  f^mc  fcM- their 
**  fon's  compr-nion  aiW  his  friead.What 
<'  I  would  liope  is,  that  they  will  render 
'*  thee  fomc  fervices,  in  place  of  thdc 
"  their  beloved  fon  intended  thee,  and 
•*  wl'.ich  lean  unfeignedlv  aflcrr,  would 
**  have  been  only  bounded  by  my  powei . 
*'  My  dear  companion,  farewell!  All 
"  other  trmporal  enjoyments  have  I  ha- 
**  nifltedfrnm  my  heart  j  but  frieiidfliip 
*<  lingers  long,  and  *tis  with  tears  I  fjv, 
"  Faicwcll!' 

•  My  concern  was  truly  fu  great, 
'  that,  upon  my  arrival  in  my  naiivc 

*  country,  it  was  not  at  all  encreafcd  by 
'  the  confideration  that  the  nobleman, 

*  on  whom  my  hopes  depended,  ^\-as 
'  removed  from  all  his  places.    I  wait^.i 

*  on   him;    and    he   appeared  fenfibiy 

*  grieved  that  ihc  hiendlhiphehad  ever 

*  profefl'rtl  could  now  lb  little  avail  me. 

*  He  recommended  me,  however,  to  a 
'  fi  iend  of  his  that  was  then  of  (he  fuc- 

*  cefsful  party,  and  who,  hewasaiTur- 

*  ed,  would,  at  his  requett,  ailiitme  to 
'  the  utmoli  of  his  power.     I  was  now 

*  ill  the  prime  of  lile,  which  I  cffcflu- 
'ally  confumed  upon  the  empty  forni'% 
'  of  court-attendance.  Hopes  arofebe- 
'  fore  me  like  bubbles  ujwn  a  ft  ream  \ 

*  as  (luiTk  fucceedmg  one  another,  a 5 

*  lup'.incial  and  as  vain.  ThusbufKd 
'  in  my  pur/uit,  and  rejc£)ine;  the  alfitt- 

*  ance  of  cool  examinaiion,  1  found  ti;e 

*  winter  of  life  approaching,  and  no- 

*  ih  ngpiociircd  lo  ihelfer  or  prote6>  me 

*  witcn  my  kcond  patron  died-   A  ruce 

*  of  new  ones  appeared  before  me,  and 

*  even  >fviV.c\AtuNcx^^c£\-At.\Qivs  in  play. 
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^  but  to  retire  at  Itft  unrecoir.pen  feci,  and 
'*   when  z  few  mohtht  attendunce  might 

*  hap^icn  to   prove  fiiccef-jftil,  was  l>c- 
"■  yond  all  power  of  rjlblution. 

*  However,  nfrer  a  *  w  ycari  more  at- 

*  tendance*  dillriUutcd  in  equal  pro- 
'  portiovts  U)K>n  each  of  thele  new  pa- 
'  trcnftt  I  >f  length  ohtiin<:d  a  place  of 

*  much  trouhle  and  fniall  emolument. 

*  On  the  acce^jtance  of  this,    my  eyes 

*  Teemed  open  all  at  once.      I  had  no 

*  pafTion    remaining   for  the   fplendor 

*  which  was  grown  familiar  to  me »  and 

*  for  fervility  and  confincmcr.t  1  entcr- 
'  taincd  an  utter  iverlion.     I  cfiiciared 

*  however  for  a  few  wetks  in  my  p«ft, 

*  wondering  ftili  more  and  more  how  I 

*  could  ever  covet  the  life  I  led.     I  was 

*  ever  moft  fincerei  hutftncrrity  clafli- 

*  ed  with  my  lituation  every  moment 

*  uf  the  day.     In  (hort,  I  returned  home 

*  10  a  paternalincome,  nor  indeed  in- 
'  tending  that  auftere  life  in  which  you 

*  at  prefent  find  me  engaged.  I  thought 
'   to   content   niyfelf  with  cummun  ne- 

*  cei&iies,  and  to  give  the  reft,  if  aught 

*  remained,     to   chaiity;    determined, 

*  however,  to   avoid   all  ap))earance  of 

*  fingularity.  But,  ab»!  to  my  great 
'  lurpnze,  the  pcrfon  who  Aip^ilied  my 

*  expen'ces  had  fo  i ar  en»broiled  my  lit- 

*  tie  affairsj  that,  wlu:n  my  dcrbts,  Sec. 

*  were  difcharged.  I  was  unable  to  i'ub- 


*  fift  in  any  better  manner  than  I  do  at 

*  prelenr.     I  trew  at  firft  entirely  me- 

*  iar.choly;  It'ir  the  country  where  I  was 

*  liorn,  and  raiild  the  humble  roof  that 

*  coveis  m-j  m  a  country  where  I  am 
'  not   known.     I   now  begin  to  think 

*  niyfclf  happy  in  my   prcient  way  of 

*  life;  I  ctiliivate  a  tew   vegetables  to 

*  Aipport   m*j  and  tl-.c  little  well  there. 

*  is  A  veiy  clear  or.c.  I  am  now  an  ufe- 
'  Id's  individual  J  little  able  to  benefit 
'  mankind;  hut  a  prey  to  fhame,  and 

*  to  cunfufion,  on  the  firft  glance  of 
'  every  eve  that  knows  me.     Myfpirils 

*  sre  ir.dbed  foinething  raifed  by  a  ciear 
'  Iky,  cr  a  meridian  I'un;  but  as  to  ex- 

*  tcnfive  views  of  the  country,  I  think 

*  them  well  enough  exchanged  for  the 
'  warmth  and  comfort  which  this  vale 

*  affords  me.  Eafe  is  at  leaft  the  pro- 
'  per  ambition  of  age,  and  it  is  conftl- 

*  iV.'jv  my  fuprcmeor.e. 

*   Vet  will  1  not  permit  you  to  depart 
'  from  an  hermir,  without  one  inftruc- 

*  tive  IcfTun.  Whartver  fituation  in 
«  life  you  ever  wifh  or  jiropofe  for  your- 
'  felf,  acquire  a  clear  and  lucid  idea  of 
'  the  inconveniencies  attending  it.     I 

*  utft-rly  contemned   and  rcjeiled,  after 

*  a  month^s  txperience,  the  very  poft  I 
'  had  all  my  life-time  been  iblicitous  to 

*  procure.* 


ESSAY    VII. 

ON  DISTINCTIONS,    ORDERS,   AND  DIGNITIES* 


THE  fubje£l  turned  upon  the  na- 
ture of  focicties,    rank*,  orders, 
and  d>ftin£\ions,  amongft  men. 

A  gentleman  of  fpirit,  and  of  the  po- 
pular-t'awlion,  had  been  long  declaim- 
ing againft  any  kind  of  honours  that 
tendccTto  elevate  a  botly  of  people  into 
a  diftin£(  fpecies  from  the  reft  of  the 
nation.  Particularlv  titles  and  blue  rib- 
bands wirre  the  (bje^l  of  his  imlif^nation. 
They  were,  as  be  prctemled,  too  invi- 
dious an  oftentation  of  fuperiority,  to 
be  allowed  in  any  nation  that  ftilcii  itfrlf 
fiiee.  Much  was  faid  upon  the  fubie6l 
of  appearances,  fo  far  as  they  were  coun- 
tenanced by  law  or  cuftom.  The  bi- 
lbop*s  lawn;  the  marftiaKs  truncheon; 
the  baron^s  robe;  and  the  iudge^s  ;>cruke; 
were  conridened  on}y  as  neceflary  fybfti- 
rute*,  where  genuine  pinity,  rtnl  Cou- 


rage, native  dignity,  and  fui tabic  pene - 
trjtton,  were  wanrmg  to  com  pleat  the 
cbaraj)ers  of  thoi'e  to  whom  they  were 
afligned. 

It  was  urged  that  policy  had  often  ef- 
feAualty  made  ic  a  point  to  dazzle  in 
order  to  enllave;  and  inftances  were 
biuught  of  gn)undlefs  diftinAions  borUe 
about  in  the  glare  of  day  by  certain  per- 
fons,  who,  Ix'ing  ftripped  of  them^ 
would  be  lei's  efteemed  than  the  mcan- 
el^  pKlMfian. 

Heacknowlniged,  indeed,  thaikingiy 
the  fountains  of  all  political  honour,  hud 
hitherto  fhcwn  no  complaifance  to  that 
iex  whofc  fofter  diipofiiions  ri-ndered 
them  more  excul'ably  fond  of  fuch  pe- 
culiarities. 

Thnt,  in  ?vrvit  o^   \\\t  \a^>m«  V 
(houldtftecm\\v\n(e\^  ^\\«xtvc»j\^Va\! 
1&   X 
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in  the  honour  of  inventing  one  order, 
which  (h  lul.l  be  ftyled  The  moft power- 
ful order  of  beauties. 

That  iheir  number  in  Great  Britain 
(hould  he  iiinited  to  five  thoiiUnd)  the 
dignity  for  ever  to  be  conferre.)  by  the 
queen  alone,  who  (hould  be  &.y\n\  ibve- 
r*i\'^n  of  the  order,  and  the  reft  the  com- 
panions. 

That  the  inftalmcnt  fliould  be  rcn  • 
drred  :i  thouO^nd  times  ntore  ceremoni- 
ou9,  the  drelTes  mere  fuperbi  and  the 
plumes  more  enormous,  th:in  thofe  a]> 
ready  in  ule  amonglt  the  companions  of 
the  carter. 

That  the  •tiftinguifliincr  badge  of  this 
order  OioulJ  he  an  artificial  nofegay,  to 
be  worn  on  the  left  breafl  j  confittingof 
a  lilly  and  a  rofe,  the  proper  emblems 
of  complexion,  and  intermixed  with  a 
branch  of  myrtle,  the  tree  facred  to 
Venus. 

That  in  (lead  of  their  diields  being 
fixed  to  the  iialls  appointed  for  this  or- 
der, thei-e  ihouid  be  a  gallery  lirL^ed 
■  to  receive  their  pictuies  at  full  length. 
Their  portraits  to  be  taivcn  by  ^oqr 
painter?  of  the  greatefi  emincncej  and 
he  whofe  painting  was  pref«-tred,  to  be 
flyfed  A  knight  of  the  rofe  and  lilly. 

That  wheii  any  perfon  add  retted  a 
letter  to  a  lady  of  this  order,  the  ftyle 
(hould  always  be  To  the  Ri^ht  Beauti- 
ful Mifsortaly  Srach-a-one. 

He  feemed  for  fome  time  undeter- 
mined whether  rhey  (hould  forfeit  their 
tide  upon  marriage  i  but  at  length,  for 


many  reafon»,  prupofeditfliouUbctMu 
tinued  to  them. 

And  thus  far  the  gentleman  proceei(« 
ed  in  his  harangue;  when  h  was  objeft* 
ed  that  the  queen,  unlefs  (he  unaccoanU 
ably  chofe  to  mark  out  game  for  her 
hufb^nd,  could  take  no  fort  of  pkafuit 
in  conferring  this  honour  where  it  ww 
moft  due:  that  a>  ladies  grew  in  y«an, 
this  epithet  of  Be^uiiful  would  hurlefqne 
themi  and,  in  ftiort,  con li Bering  tl» 
frailty  of  beauty,  there  waft  no  Mmg 
compliment  that  could  be  beftowedupoii 
it. 

At  this  the  orator  fmiled,  and  ac 
knowleilged  it  was  true:  hut  zked  9t 
the  fame  time,  why  it  was  more  ablirtl 
to  ftyle  a  lady  right  beautiful,  in  the 
days  of  her  deformity,  than  to  term  t 
p-er  ripht  honourable  when  he  grew  » 
fcindal  to  mankinrl  > 

That  this  was  fometimes  the  cale,  he 
faid,  was  rot  to  be  difputedj  betauliB 
titlirs  have  been  fonietimes  granted  to  a 
w(Mihlt'Js  fon,  in  confrqucnce  of  a  far 
thev's  enormous  ti-ealth  moft  unjuftlf 
acquiied.  And  few  had  ever  fiirpaflfetl 
in  villainy  the  right  honoui able  the  Earl 
of  A 

The  company  was  a  little  furprifed 
at  the  fophiftry  of  our  declai  mant.  How- 
ever, it  was  replied  to,  by  a  perfon  nre- 
fent,  that  Lord  — ^'s  title  being  fiaili- 
ous,  no  one  cu^htto  inftance  him  to  the 
diladvantnge  of  the  petrnge,  who  bad, 
ftrickly  fpeaking,  never  been  of  that 
number. 


ESSAY    VIII. 

ON  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 


THE  declaimant  I  before  men- 
tioned, contit.ued  his  harangue. 
•  Theie  are  (faid  he)  certain  epithets 
V  hich  lo  frequently  occur,  that  they 
are  the  lets  conAdered ;  and  which  are 
ffldom  or  never  examined,  on  account 
.of  the  many  opportunities  of  examina- 
tion  thai  prtfcnt  themfclvec    . 

*OF  this  kind  is  the  word  Gentleman. 
This  wckI,  on  it*8  firft  introdu6lion, 
was  given,  I  fuppofe,  to  freemen,  in  op- 


portion  to  vifTils;  thcfe  being  the  Iw* 
cbfTes  into  which  the  nation  was  once 
divided*.  The  freeman  was  he,  who 
was  pc(rcflrtd  of  land,  and  could  there- 
fore fubfift  without  manual  labour;  the 
vaffal,  he  who  tenanted  the  land,  and 
was  obliged  to  his  thane  for  the  necefUi- 
ries  of  life.  The  different  manners,  we 
may  prefumc,  that  fprung  from  their 
diffeiert  fituations  and  connexions, oc- 
cafioncd  the  one  to  be  denominated  a  ci- 


*  Ai  the  author  is  no?  writing  a  treatifc  on  the  feudal  law,  but  a  moral  i  (Tiy,  any  little 
ioiceurseieM  U  n  to  be  hi^rrd,  will  be  over^l^oked  by,thofc,  who,  from  fc\'etal  late  trcatifes 
oo  thk  fitt>jf£t,  might  ^,x^UX  great  caa€tneh  \wA  pTcu&<i«\u  ^^ts'v«^\  ^\lc»i!Gicn  of  this 
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ktif  perfonage;  and  the  other 
name  of  a  mere  ruitic  or 

!  the  puhrtcationofcrufacles, 
\in{t&  was  confRierably  al- 
I  then  that  every  fieemsn 

the  ihtcid  which  he  wore 
^ainted  emblem  or  dcvict*; 
order  that  his  i'vllow-eom- 
t  attrihute  to  him  hi^  pro- 
;  which,  upon  account  of 
tremcnts,  might  be  otner- 
:o  iniupphcarion. 
is  thcic  jroie  a  diftin6iion 
eman  and  freeman.  All 
vcd  in  thole  religious  wars 
e  life  of  their  firit  devic(^s, 
CC4  were  not  iliiiihatal  by 
en  lions  to  military  glory. 
r,  thell*  campaigns  were  dif- 
fre(h  families  i'prung  up; 
tany  pretence  to  mark  them- 
fuch   devices  as  fhcie  holy 

wei'c  yet  as  dedrous  of  re- 
mation,  of  dillin^lion.  It 
edtous  enough  to  trace  the 
ich  money  eitablifhes  even 
A  court  of  heraldry  fprung 
'  the  place  of  ciufadeex- 
■ant  imaginary  (hieUls  and 
amiiies  that  nevi  r  wore  real 
i  it  is  but  of  late  that  it  hat 
red  to  have  oo  real  juriidic- 

2m  is  not  at  once  overthrown; 
:n  now  deemed  a  gentleman 
IS  recorded  in  the  Herald^s 
at  the  fame  time  follows 
a  liberal  employment, 
ig  this  diitin6lion,  it  is  obvi- 
lo  confidtr,  that  a  churlifh, 
:erate  ciown)  a  lazy»  beg- 
ging vagabond;  a  itupid, 
^c\\vc  lor,  cr  pick -pocket, 
highway  man  I  may  be  ne- 
gentlemsn  as  by  law  eila- 
I  fhorr,  ihat  the  definition 
ler  wiih  others,  include  alfo 
;  fcum,  and  the  dregs  of  the 

ve  rot  appeiir  to  difallow  this 
lien  we  i^y,  *•  iuch  or  fuch 
1  was  not  done  in  a  geatle- 
:  mannei— I'uch  ufage  was 
>ehaviour  of  a  gentleman," 
.  Wc  Item  thus  to  infmu- 
app^llntion  cf  GentLman  re- 
Is  as  weK  as  family  3  itnd  ihat 


integri»y»  politenefs,  jreneronty,  and 
affability,  have  the  tnieft  claim  to  a  dif- 
tin£\ion  of  this  kind.  Whence  then 
(hall  wefuppofc  was  derived  this  contra- 
di6lion?  Shall  we  fay  that  the  plebei- 
ans, having  the  virtues  on  their  fide,  by 
degrees  removed  this  appellation  from 
the  bafisof  family  to  that  of  merit;  which 
they  ei^eemed,  and  not  unju(Uy,  to  be 
the  true  and  proper  pedeftal  ?  This  the 
gentry  will  fcarce  allow.  Shall  we  then 
infift  that  every  thing  great  and  god -like 
was  heretofore  the  atchieveinent  of  the 
gentry?  But  this,  perhaps,  will  not 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  com- 
moners. 

'  To  reconcile  the  difference,  let  nt 
fuppofe  the  denomination  may  belong 
equally  to  two  forts  of  men.  The  one, 
what  may  be  llyled  a  gentleman  dejure^ 
viz.  a  man  of  gencrofity,  politenefs, 
learning,  tafte,  genius,  or  affability; 
in  (hort,  accompliUied  in  all  that  it 
fplendid,  or  endeared  to  us  by  all  that  it 
amiable,  on  the  one  (idet  and  on  the 
other,  a  gentleman  de  fa£lo,  or  what, 
to  Englilli  readers,  I  would  term  a  gen- 
tleman as  by  law  eftabliflied. 

*  As  to  the  latter  appellation,  what  it 
really  effential,  or,  as  logicians  would 
fay,*'  quarto  modo  proprium,"  is  a  real, 
or  at  leaft  a  fpecious,  claim  to  the  inhe- 
ritance of  certain  coat- armour  from  a 
fecond  or  more  diftantanoeftor;  andthit 
unftained  by  any  mechanical  or  ilUberal 
employment. 

'  We  may  difcover,  on  this  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  that,  however  material  a  difference 
this  di(lin£^ion  fuppofet,  yet  it  is  not 
wholly  impracticable  for  a  gentleman 
de  jure  to  render  himfelf  in  fome  fort  a 
gentleman  de  faClo.  A  certain  fum  of 
money,  depofited  in  the  hands  of  my 
good  fiiends  Norroy  or  Kouge-di-agqn, 
will  convey  to  him  a  coat  of  arms  de- 
fcending  fi'om  as  many  anceltors  as  he 
pleafes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  gen- 
tleman de  fa£lo  may  become  a  ger.ilen^n 
alfo  de  jure,  by  the  acquifitio  11  of  certain 
virtues,  which  are  raiely  all  of  them  un- 
attainable. The  latter,!  muft  acknow- 
ledge, is  the  more  difficult  ta(k;  at  leall 
we  may  daily  difcover  crowds  acquire 
fufHcient  wealth  to  buy  gentility,  but 
very  few  that  poflefs  the  virtues  which 
ennoble  human  nature,  and  (in  the  belt 
fenfc  of  the  word}  conftitute  a  GEN- 
TLEMAN.' 


H 


ESSAYS  OK  MEN  AND  MANNERS. 


ESSAY    IX. 

A    CHARACTER. 


— — TT  E  w«  a  youth  (6  amply  fur* 
JL  JL  niAisd  with  every  excellence 
•of  mind,  that  he  f'eemcd  alike  cnpable 
of  acquiring  or  difrec^arding  the  gDods 
<»f  fortune.  He  had  indeed  all  the  leai-n- 
-tng  and  erudition  that  can  be  derived 
from  univerfities,  witliout  the  peilantry 
9nd  ill  manners  which  are  too  often  th^ir 
-attendants.  What  few  or  none  acquire 
by  the  moft  intenfcairiJuity,  he  p,'>frer- 
itd  by  nature;  Innean,  that  elegance  of 
tafte^  which  difpofed  him  to  admire 
beauty  under  it'«  great  variety  of  appear* 
ances.  It  pafled  not  unohfirrved  by  him 
cither  in  the  cut  of  a  fleeve,  or  the  inte- 
.grity  of  a  moral  aflion.  The  propor- 
tion of  a  ftatue,  the  convenience  ot  an 
cdificfi  the  movement  in  a  dance,  and 
the  complexion  of  a  cheek  or  flower,  af- 
ibrded  him  fenfariont  of  l)eau(y)  that 
-beauty  which  inferior  geniufes  aneraufi^ht 
coldly  to  diftingiiifh,  or  to  difcem  rathnr 
thin  feel.  He  could  trace  theexcellen- 
ciet  both  of  the  courlier  and  the  rttidenf, 
who  are  ratituallv  ridiculous  in  th^eyw 
of  each  other.  He  had  norhing  in  his 
chini5^  that  could  obfcure  fb  great  ac-> 
compIt(kmtnts,  hefide-  the  want,  the  to- 
Xi\  want,  of  a  defins  to  exhibit  them. 
Through  th»f  it  came  to  pafs,  that  wh  \X 
tnrould  have  raifed  another  to  the  heights 
of  reputation,  was  oftentimes  in  him 
fMilTcd  over  unregarded.  For,  in  rpf|»e£l 
CO  ordinary  obfer vers,  it  is  req-vfire  to 
lay  fome  ftrcfs  yourfelf,  on  whir  vo-j 
intend  (hould  be  remarked  by  others  j 
and  this  never  was  his  way.  His  know- 
ledge of  books  hail  in  fome  degree  iliini- 
iiiAivd  his  knowledge  of  tlic  world ;  tjr, 


rather,  the  extemi]  forms  and  raaniMn 
of  it.     His  ordinary  converfation  wis, 
perhaps,  nether  too  pregnant  with  fen- 
timent,  the  ufual  fault  o^  rigid  ftudenn; 
and  this  he  would  in  fome  degree  faavc 
regulated  better,  did  not   the  univeiia- 
lity  of  his  genit(s,  together  with  therse- 
tlu>J  of  his  education,  fo  lai^ely  con- 
tribute to  this  amiable  defef^.     Thii 
kind  of  aukwardnrf*  (Once  his  modrf- 
ty  will  allow  it  no  better  namr)  msr  be 
conipmed  to  the  rtilFners  of  a  fine  piece 
ol^"  brocade,  whoft  turgefcencr  indeed 
conllitutcs,  and  is  infeparabie  from,  it's 
value.     He  gave   delight  by  an  happy 
boldnds  in  the  extirpation  of  common 
preju«l!cesj  which  he  conld  as  rtsdiljr 
penetrate,  as  he  cwild  humourouflv  ridi- 
cule :  and  he  had  inch  entii^  poflWTion  of 
the  hearts  as  vi'cll  as  underttandings  of 
his  friends,  that  he  could  foon  make  the 
moft  furprizing  paradf»XM  believed  «rd 
wel  I  a ccepted .     H*  s  i  m a ge,  like  that  of 
a  (bvereign,    con  Id  give  an   additional 
^alue  to  the  moft  precioMs  o.tj  and  «e 
no  fooner  believed  cur  eyes  that  it  wiihe 
who  fpake  ir, -than   we  as  readily  be- 
lieved whatevt-r  he  hat!  to  fay.     In  this 
he  differed  from  W— r.  that  he  bd 
the  talent  of  rendering  the  ercateft  vir- 
tues unenviecl :  whereas  the  latter  ihone 
more  remarkahlv   in   making  bit  ftry 
fniilts  agrfTable,  I  meiin  in  rcpirJ  to 
thofe  few  he  had  to  exercifc  his  ikiil* 

N.  B,  Tliis  ^^•as  written,  in  an  «• 
tcmi>oi"e  manner,  on  my  friend's  will 
at  Ojcford,  with  a  black  lead  pcncui 
1735,  and  intended  for  his  char^^ler. 


ESSAY    X. 


ON    RESERVE. 
A    rtACMKNT. 


TAK ING  an  cvcninfr's  walk  wlrh 
a  frieud   in  the  counny.  an^o-g 
many  g»*ave  remarks,  he  Mra5  making  the 
fothwinfrobfcivatioiu    '  There  is  m;%' 
/3¥s  he,  *  3ny  ovt  qualify  O*  \oc.u-.<";il- 
'^  mi  wisii  ic/JHit,  as  what  is  cotn^^wr.\y 


*  call-rd  f^miliantv.    You  do  not  M 

*  o  r  in    tihy,  whole   irt:aid   is  prow 

*  3i;:nnft  1'.     At  the   fime  time,  if' 

*  hir.ilv  iMjifibie  to  infid  U|>on  fiwh  » 

*  i\»-V\'\t:wc<:  ^s    >N\\\   \v.\\d«-r  vou  fid'CU' 
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*  I'enfe.  Thus  niMch  at  leaft  iscvMent, 
'  ihil  your  'Irmands  will  be  i'o  fucccfls- 
'  ful,  a^  to  procure  a  greater  fiiirethan 

*  it  you  \ud  ina<ie  no  Cuch  demanc!.     I 

*  may   frinkly   own  to  yon,  Lraniler, 

*  that  I  freijuent-y  derived  \iiif:irjm:fs, 
'  fium  a  (nniiliarify  with  fuch  perlons  as 

*  defpiie  i  cverv  thing  they  conlJ  obtain 

*  with  e.ir<f .     Were  ir  not  better,  tlitrrr- 

*  fore,  lo  be  lomcvhat  frugiil  ot'otir 
*■  aliiiity,  at  lead  t^)  allot  it  onlv  to  the 

*  few  p.rl6n8  of  difccrftmr nt  who  can 

*  m:(ke  the   proper  dil^ir.t^lon  hctwtxt 

*  real  dignitv  and  preicniltd:  to  negl<i5t 

*  thoTe  fhara^lert,  which,  being  iinpri- 
'  »i<nt  to  grow  famili.ir.  are  at  ihe  lanfic 
'  tinie  very  (at  from  fimihantv  prmif  : 

*  10  liave    iK>rth\imo.'^   fnne  in   view, 

*  which  aif  fids  us   the  m.ill    pieailng 

*  hndlkip:  to  enjoy  the  ■4nuiii?m«Mit    <»f 

*  mdifig,    and  th:  coni'c.-ouihrrs   that 

*  reading  pav^s  the  w»y  to  gen'-ril  e(- 

*  teem:  <o  prelervc  a  con^lant  n-^ilarity 

*  of  temper,  and  alfo  of  cnititiiiiyn, 
'  for  the  mod  pit  but  litile  confi.icnt 
'with  a  promilizuous'intircourfc  with 

I' men:  to  fh  ni  -^ll  illitrritr,  though 
'  ever  fo  joyful  alTtrinldics,  iiilipid,  |Hr- 
*haj)»,  when  prJent,  and  upon  rtfl-.c- 
*  tion  piinfiil :  to  intditnte  on  thule  ah- 

*  loit  or  departed  friend.^,  v/l»o  value 
'  or  wUied  us  for  thofe  c;ua!ities  with 

*l»ich  thty   wej-e  bfft  acquaintefl:  to 

*  pajtikewith  Aich  a  fii^n  i  as  vom,  the 
'iWij'hti  of  a  ftuJious  ar.d  ntivin.il  rt-- 

*  ^rement— Are  not  ihefe  the  p.itlib  that 
'  IttJ  :o  happincfs  ?' 

Inanrwer  to  thin  (for  he  feemi-d  to 
^ftlfjinc  iatrnnoit location)  I  ohfciVfd, 
^«  what  we  IcA  by  familiarity  in  iv- 
^?fft,  wai  generally  itjadc  up  to  us  by 
^^  ifflfti.m  It  procui-edj  and  th.it  an 
'^Wutt  fuiitiide  wa%  lb  very  coinr.iiy  u 
^  natuics,  thar  were  he  excluded  troni 
"cuty  bill  for  a  fmglc  fortnight,  he 
*ouM  be  exhilarated  at  the  fight  of  the 
wft  beggar  that  he  f«w. 

Whit  follows  were  thoughts  th? own 
?ytinoiirfurtherdilco'Jrlc  up  m  thetnS- 
Jj^j  without  oalcr  or  conncifliiin,  as 
^-'Y  occur  to  my  remrnrihrance. 

^*»n»e  re(erve  iS  a  debt  to  p:r  ^rncej 
'?  frcid-itn  and  Simplicity  of  cor.vciia- 
^^  w  a  debt  to  poot!- nature. 

T*»cre  would  not  be  any  ahlolute  ne» 

'  ^^  far  refervr,  if  the  wcrld  were  ho- 

j*J:  y«T,  even  then,  it  would  prove  ex- 

^"^t.    For,  in  grdcr  to  attain  any  dt- 


grce  of  deference,  it  feems  neceflary  thit 
people  fliould  imagine  you  have  more 
accompHQiments  than  you  difcover. 

It  iS  on  this  depends  one  of  the  excel- 
lencies of  the  judicious  Virgil.  He  leaves 
you  fomething  ever  to  imagine:  and  fuch 
is  the  co.illiiution  of  the  human  mind, 
that  we  think  fo  highly  of  nothing,  as 
of  that  whereof  we  do  not  fee  the  bounds. 
This,  as  Mr.  Burk»;  ingenioufly  ob- 
f^rvc?,  nlfor,Js  the  plealure  when  we  fur- 
vey  a  Cylinder* j  and  Sir  John  Suckling 
fayj—  ' 

<  They  who  koow  all  the  wealth  they  have, 
are  poor; 

*  He  s  only  rich  who  cannot  tell  bit  ftore.* 

A  perfon  that  would  fecure  to  hira&lf 
great  deference,  will,  perhaps,  gain  bis 
point  by  fllence,  as  effectually  as  b^ 
anv  thing  he  can  fay. 

To  be,  however,  a  niggard  of  one^* 
ob(l:rvaiiun«,  is  lo  much  woric  than  to 
hoard  up  one^s  money,  as  the  former 
may  be  both  imparted  and  retained  at 
the  fame  riir.e. 

Men  oftentimes  pretend  to  proportion 
their  ref^^efk  to  j-cal  dcfeitj  but  a  fuper- 
cilious  rcl'erve  and  diftance  wearies  them 
inio  a  compliance  with  more.  This  ap- 
pears ib  very  mmifeil  to  n»ny  perfons 
of  the  lofty  chara^er,  that  they  uie  no 
belter  means  to  acquire  reA>e£t  than  like 
highwaymen  to  make  a  demand  of  it« 
Thev  will,  like  Empedccles,  jump  into 
the  fire,  rather  than  betiay  the  mortal 
pai  t  of  thc;r  chara£\er. 

It  is  from  the  fame  principle  of  dif- 
tar.ce  that  nations  are  brought  to  believe 
thit  theirgreat  <luke  knoweth  allthingsj 
as  is  the  cafe  in  fume  countries. 

'  Men,  while  no  human  form  or  fault  they 

fee, 
Excjfc  the  want  of  ev'n  humanity : 
And  eaftern  kings,  vrhn  vulgar  vlrwdirdfein, 
Rf  qiire  no  worth  to  fix  theii  awful  reign. 
You  cannot  fay  in  truth  what  may  difgrace 

'em: 
You  know  in  what  predicament  ro place *em. 
AUs!  in  all  the  glare  of  light  reveaPd, 
£v  QVTitiechartnsuslersthan  viceconceardl* 

*  Forfo.Tiefin&lt  worth  he  had.  the  roan  wm 

prii  d, 
He  a.ldcd  fianknefs—and  he  grew  dcfpis'd/ 

We  want  comets,  not  ordinar}-  planets: 
Ticdtt  ^uutld'miuirum  karum  fbrmMrum* 


*  rruriTc  9fih^  Sjllimc  and  Bcauv.fu\. 
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ESSAYS  ON  MEN  AND  MANNERS. 


Hune^ctehm^  H^  fetlas,  Ct  dtcedtnt'ta  cert  is 
^mf-cr,  iK'.nufttii^jutit  qui  f.rmidim  nulla 
Imbuujpiilint, 

Virtuct,  like  cflTcnccs,  lofe  their  fra- 
grance when  expofed.  They  areienfitive 
plants,  which  will  not  btjr  too  familiar 
approach  e«. 

Let  us  be  careful  to  dillinguifh  mo- 
detly,  which  is  tvcr  amlahle,  from  re- 
(cfvci  which  is  only  prudciu.  A  nun 
is  hated  fometimes  for  piide,  when  it 
was  an  cxccfs  pf  humility  gave  ihe  oc- 
cafjon. 

WhAt  is  often  ttimcd  (hynefs,  is  no- 
thing nnore  than  refined  fenie,  and  an 
iodinerence  to  common  obfervations. 

TheroTerved  man*s  intimate  acquaint- 
ance are,  for  the  moil  part,  fonder  of 
bim»  than  theperlbnsofa  more  affable 
charailer;  i.  e.  he  pays  them  a  greater 
compliment  than  the  other  can  do  his, 
as  he  diftingnuifhes  them  m^re. 

It  is  indolence,  and  the  pain  of  being 
upon  one*s  guard,  that  makes  one  hate 
an  artful  charafler. 

The  mod  relerved  of  men,  that  will 
BOt  exchange  two  fyllables  together  in 
an  Englilh  coffee -hout'e,  fhould  they 
meet  at  ITpahan,  would  drink  Iberbet, 
and  eat  a  mefs  of  rice  together. 

The  roan  of  (hew  is  vain:  the  rcfi'rv- 
cd  man  is  proud  more  properly.  The 
one  has  greater  depth;  tlie  other  a  more 
lively  imagination.  The  one  is  more 
frequently  refpe^rd;  the  other  more  ge- 
nerally beloved.  '1  he  onea  Catu:  the 
cither  a  Cwfar.     Vide  Sallulh 

What  Cajfar  laid  of  *  Rubicnndos 
'  amo;  pallidcs  timeo;*  may  be  applied 
to  familiarity,  and  to  refervc. 

A  reiccved.  man  often  makes  it  a  rule 
/Co  leave  company  wi:h  a  good  fp^'rch: 
and  I  believe  ronu'times  proceeds  fo  far 
iiS  to  |f?ave  compiun ,  bccaule  he  has 
made  one.     Yet  it  is  his  fate  often,  like 


the  mole,  to  imagine  him felf deep,  when 
he  is  near  the  lurface. 

Were  it  prudent  to  decline  thisitfienrr, 
and  this  horror  of  difciuling  foibles;  to 
give  up  a  part  of  cbariidei  to  iiccure  the 
refl?  The  world  will  certainly,  inlifl 
upon  having  fame  part  to  pull  to  piecti. 
Let  us  throw  out  feme  follies  to  the  en- 
vious; as  we  give  up  ecu  liters  to  an  high- 
wayman, or  a  barrel  to  a  whale,  in  or-  - 
der  to  fave  one^s  money  and  one^s  fhip: 
to  let  it  make  exceptions  to  one*s  head 
of  hair,  if  one  can  efcape  being  (labbed 
in  the  heart. 

The  rderved  man  fliould  drink  dou- 
ble glaflfes. 

Prudent  men  lock  up  their  motifef ; 
letting  familiars  have  a  key  to  their  bean, 
as  to  I  heir  garden. 

A  referved  man  is  in  continual  con- 
flict with  the  focial  part  of  his  nature; 
and  even  grudges  himfelf  the  laugh  into 
which  he  Ibmctimet  ia  betrayed. 

*  Seldom  he  fmiles — 

'  And  fmiles  in  fuch  a  fort  as  he  diGaned 

*  Himfelf— that  could  be  mored  to  fcnileit 

any  thing.* 

<  A  fool  and  his  words  are  (bon  prt- 

*  ed;'  for  fo  Oiould  the  proverb  run. 
Common  underilandings,  like  cits  in 

gnidening,  alluw  no  ihades  to  their  pic- 
ture'. 

Modefly  often  paflcs  for  arrant 
hau^htinefs;  as  what  is  deemed  fpiritin 
an  horfe  urnceeds  from  tear. 

Tiie  higher  chnraflcr  a  pcrfbn  fiip- 
pcrts,  the  more  he  fliould  legard  his 
minuiefl  actions. 

The  relirvtd  man  fhould bring  a  cer- 
tificate of  hjs  honcily,  before  he  bead- 
mitred  into  company. 

Referve  is  no  moie  efPrntially  con- 
ne6led  ^iib  underflamliog,  than  a 
church-organ  with  devotion^  or  wice 
v/ith  good-natuje*. 


ESSAY    XI. 


ON    EXTERNAL    FIGURE. 


TIIKRK  ?s  a  yoinj;  gentleman  in 
my  p.irilh,  wh.>,  oa  accoimtof  his 
fupcriore^ujpi.jc,  isclteem'.-d  univerfally 
more  proud  and  more  ha-rghty  th-n  his 


neitrhVours.  'Tis  frequently  hi^trdr 
tiiat  be  is  by  no  means  iptitled  to  To 
fplei  dill  an  appearance,  either  by  his 
birth,  his  Nation,'  or  bis  fortune)  and 


*  ThfterwtTc  no  other  than  a  coUcCdonof  hints,  when  1  ^ro^ed  to  «»ritc  a  poetio^ 
I  Re/crve. 
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rhat  it  it,  cf  confequence,  mere  pride  that 
iir^es  him  to  live  beyond  his  rank,  or 
ren-lers  him  blind  to  the  knowledge  of 
it.  With  all  this  fondn^fs  For  Mctcrnai 
Iplendor,  he  is  a  moil  »lfil)!e  and  inge- 
ni^>us  man;  and  for  rhi^  renfon  I  .im  in- 
clined to  vindicate  him,  wh:n  thele  things 
aie  mentioned  to  his  diiad vantage. 

•  In  the  firlt  place,  it  is  by  no  means 
de.-ir,  that  diefs  and  equipage  are  fure 
figns  of  pride.  Where  it  is  joined  with 
a  luperciiious  behaviour,  it  becomes  then 
a  corroborative  teli'.mony.  But  this  if 
not  always  the  cafe:  the  refinemmts  of 
luxury  in  equipage,  or  a  table,  are  per- 
haps as  often  the  gratifications  df  fancy, 
a|  the  confequence  of  an  ambition  to 
iarpafi  and  ccliple  our  equals.  Who- 
ever thinks  that  tai(e  has  nothing  to  du 
here,  mutt  confine  the  expreflion  to  im- 
proper limits}  afluredly  imagination  may 
find  it's  account  in  tliem,  wholly  in- 
<ie)»endcnt  of  worldly  homage  and  confi- 
derations  mote  invidious. 

In  the  warmth  of  fi  icitd(hip  for  this 
^ntleinan,  I  am  lumetimes  prompted 
ro  go  further.  I  infii^,  it  is  not  birtli 
or  fortune  only  that  give  a  ptrrlon  claim 
to  a  fplendid  a^'pearance}  that  it  may  be 
omferred  by  other  qualifications,  in 
which  my  friend  is  acknowledged  to 
have  a  fhare. 

I  h»ve  Ibmetimes  urged  that  remark- 
able  ji;£enuity,  any  great  degree  of  me- 
rit" in  learning,  arts  or  fciences,  area 
more  realorahle  authority  for  a  fplendid 
appearir.ce  than  thole  which  are  com- 
monly preaimcu  to  \it  fo.  That  theie 
is  ibmeching  more  perfunal  in  this  kind 
of  advantages  :han  in  rank  or  fortune, 
«ill  not  be  denied:  and  furely  there 
ou^ht  to  he  feme  proportion  obfcrved 
betwixt  the  ca/e  and  the  thing  encloiV<i. 
The  propen jjy  of  rich  and  worthies 
people  to  appeal  witii  a  fplendour  upon 
^U  occar:(>ni»,  puts  one  in  mind  of  the 
country  jbcpkeeper,  who  gilds  his  boxes 
m  order  to  be  the  receptacle  of  pitch  or 
tobacco.  It  is  not  unlike  the  manai;e- 
ment  at  our,  theatres  royal,  where  you 
lee  a  piece  of  candle  honoured  with  a 
crown. 

I  have  generally  con  fide rtd  thofe  as 
privileged  people,  who  are  able  to  lup- 
port  tlie  charnd^er  they  alTume.  Thofe 
who,  are  incapable  of  (hining  but  by 
drefs,  would  do  well  to  contlder  ihnt 
the  contrail  betwixt  them  and  their 
cloaths  turns  our  much  to  their  difad- 
■  y^niage.  It  is  on  this  account  I  have 
Awtumts  cbHiired  with  pJeafute  fomt 


noblemen  of  immenfe  fortune  to  drefs 
exceedingly  plain. 

If  dreU  be  only  nllowible  to  perfona 
of  family,  it  may  then  be  confidered  as 
a  lort  of  family  livery,  anl  J:'ck  the 
gr«om  may,  with  equal  iulticc,  pride 
himielf  upon  the  gaudy  wardrobe  hrs 
mafter  gives  him.  Nay  more— F<jr  a 
gentleman,  before  he  hires  a  fervanty 
will  requite  fome  teftimony  of  his  merit  { 
whereas  the  mafter  challenges  his  own 
right  to  fplendour,  though  polTe^Tcd  of 
no  merit  at  all. 

Upon  my  prefent  fcheme  of  drefs,  ft 
may  feem  to  anfwer  fome  very  good ' 
purpofes.  It  is  then  eibbiifhed  on  the 
fame  foundation  as  the  judge*s  robe 
and  the  prelate's  lawn.  If  drefs  were 
only  authorized  in  men  of  ingentiityy 
wc  fhould  find  many  aiming  at  the  pi  en- 
vious merit,  in  hopes  of  the  fubfequent 
dilljnftion.  The  finery  of  an  empty 
fellow  would  render  him  as  ridiculous' 
as  a  (lar  and  garter  would  one  never 
knighted:  and  inen  would  ufe  as  com- 
mendable a  diligence  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  a  broc-ided  waiilcoat,  or  A 
gold  fnuff-box,  as  they  now  do  to  pro- 
cure themfclves  a  right  of  invefting  their 
limbs  in  lawn  or  ermine.  We  fhould 
not  elteem  a  m^n  a  coxcomb  for  his 
dref«,  till,  by  frequent  cunverfation,  we 
dillovcitd  a  flaw  in  his  title.  If  he  was 
inca^^able  of  uttering  a  bon  mot,  the 
gold  upon  his  coat  would  leem  foreign 
to  his  ciiciimflances.  A  man  fhouid 
not  wear  a  French  (jrefs,  till  he  could 
give  an  account  of  the  hell  French  au- 
thors; and  he  flioMld  be  verfcfl  in  all  the 
Oriental  languages  before  he  fhould  pre- 
iiime  to  wear  a  diamond. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  men  of  the 
greatell  merit  may  not  be  able  to  (hew  it 
in  their  drefs,  on  account  of  their  flen-- 
der  income.  But  here  it  fhould  be  con- 
fidered that  another  part  of  the  world 
would  find  their  equipage  fo  much  re- 
duced by  a  fumpfunry  law  of  this  na- 
ture, that  a  very  -nojerate  dej^rec  of 
fplendour  would  liftinguifh  them  more 
than  a  greater  dues  at  ^nefent. 

What  I  propofe,  however,  upon  the 
whole,  is,  that  nicn  of  merit  fhould  be 
allowed  to  dre:s  in  proportion  tu  it;  but 
this  with  the  pilviJcfjc  of  apjiearin^ 
plain,  whemver  they  found  an  expedi- 
ency in  i'o  doing:  as  a  nobleman  lays, 
.afidc  his  gatter,  whtn  he  fecilM  vala- 
able  con£c\Mta^t  \ik  \\a  dASuii||g|^>^ 
<\uaiity. 
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£6»AY6  ON-  MEM^  AMtf  MAN'HBRS.^ 


ESSAY    XIL 


A  CHARACTER. 
<    AN1M«  NIL  MAGNiE  LAUOIS  tCENTtl.* 


THERE  is  an  oid.*r  of  perfont  in 
the  vvorlfl  whole  thoughts  never 
deviate  from  the  common  road;  what- 
ever events  occur,  whatever  objt6^s  pre- 
iVnt  theniielves,  their  ohfcrvations  are 
as  iintfomi  as  though  they  were  the  con- 
fequence  of  inftinfV.  There  is  nothing 
places  thefe  men  in  a  more  inHgnifkant 
point  of  light,  than  a  comparifon  of. 
their  ideas  with  the  refinements  of  fome 
great  genius.  I-iball  only  add,  by  way 
of  refle6^ion,  that  it  is  people  of  this 
Ibmpy  who,  together  with  the  founded 
health,  often  enjoy  the  greateft  equani* 
iiiity:  their  paflions*  like  dull  ftreds, 
being  the  leati  apt  to  endanger  or  mif* 
guide  them:  yet  fbch  is  the  fatality! 
Men  of  genius  are  often  expefbd  to  a6t 
with  moft  difcretion,  on  account  of  that 
very  faocy  which  is  their  grtsitell  impe- 
diment. 

I  was  taking  a  view  of  Weftminfter 
Abbey,  with  an  old  gentleman  of  ex- 
ceeding hone%i  but  the  fame  degree  of 
undermtnding  as  th&t  I  have  defcribed. 

There  had  nothing  pafled  in  our  way 
thither,  befide  the  cuftomary  falutations, 
and  an  endeavour  to  decide  with  accu- 
racy upon  the  prrfent  temperature  of 
the  weather.  On  pafling  over  the 
threfhold,  he  oblierved  with  an  air  of 
thoughtfulnefs,  that  it  was  a  brave  an- 
cient phct*. 

I  told  him,  I  thought  there  was  none 
more  fuitable,  to  moralize  upon  the  fu- 
tih'ty  of  -all  earthly  glory,  as  there  was 
none  which  contained  the  alhea  of  men 
that  had  acquired  a  greater  (hare  of  it. 
On  this  he  gave  a  nod  of  approbation^ 
but  did  not  (eem  to  comprekmd  me. 

Silence  enfued  for  many  minutes  { 
when  having  had  time  to  refleA  upon  the 
monuments  of  men  famous  in  their  ge* 
nerations,  he  ftood  colleAed  in  himf^f; 
afluring  me.  There  was  no  fort  of  ex* 
ctllence  could  exempt  a  man  from 
death. 

I  applauded  the  juftice  of  hit  obfer- 
vatioDf  (fid  ikid,  it  was  not  only  mj 


prefent  opinion,  but  had  been  Co  fort 
number  of  yeais.  *  Kight,*  Isivi  bf, 
«  and  for  my  own  part  I  iirldom  lonr  to 
'  pubiiih  my  runarks  upon  a  C\ihjc&t 

*  till  I  have  had  them  confirmed  to  me 
'  by  a  long  courle  of  experience.' 

This  laft  maxim,  fomewhst  beyoiKl 
his  ufual  depth,  occafioncJ  a  filence  of 
fome  few  minutes.  The  fpring  haf 
been  too  much  benr  to  recover  irome- 
diately  it's  wonted  vigour.  We  hid 
taken  fome  few  turns  up  and  down  the 
left-hand  ayle,  when  he  caught  fight  of 
a  monument  fome  what  larger  than  the 
reft,  and  more  calculated  to  make  iin* 
preflion  upon  an  ordinary  imagination* 
As  I  remember,  it  was  raifed  to  an  ait- 
ceftor  of  the  D.  of  NewcafHe-  •  Well,' 
fays  he,  with  an  air  of  cunning,  *  this 
'  is  indeed  a  fine  piece  of  workmanfhipf 

*  but  I  cannot  conceive  this  finery  is  of 

*  any  fignification  to  the  perlbn  buried 

*  theA;.*  I  told  him,  I  thought  not; 
and  that,  under  a  notidti  of  refped  to 
the  deceafed,  people  were  frequently  im- 
pofed  upon  by  their  own  pride  and  af- 
fe^ation. 

We  were  now  arrived  at  the  monu- 
ment of  Sir  George  Chamberlain  {  where 
my  friend  had  juft  perufed  enough  to  in- 
form him  that  he  was  an  eminent  phy- 
fician,  when  he  broke  out  with  precipi- 
tation, and  as  though  fome  important 
difcovery  had  flrnck  his  fancy  on  a  fud- 
den.  I  lidened  to  him  with  attention^ 
till  I  found  him  labouring  to  inftnuate 
that.phyficians  themfelvcs  could  not  fave 
their  lives  when  their  time  was  come. 

He  had  not  proceeded  many  fleps 
from  it  before  he  beckoned  to  our  Ci- 
ceroni. •  Friend,'  fay*  he,  ]x>inting 
with  his  cane,  *  how  lone  has  that  gen- 

*  tleman  been  dead?*  The  man  fet  bim 
right  in  that  particular;  after  which  pur- 
ting  on  a  woeful  coin»ienanc<— •  Well,' 
fays  he,  *  to  behold  how  fail  time  fiiet 

*  aw.iy!   •'Tis  but  a  fmall  time  to  look 

*  back  upon,  fince  he  and  I  met  at  the 

*  Devil*.     Alas!'  continued  ht,  *  wt 


•  A  wcU«knoim  uvtni  t»ix  Tem^\^  ^*x . 


%^ai^ 


ESSAYS    OS    MEN    AND    MANNERS. 


10 


til  all  never  do  fo  agnin.'  Indulsjing 
^* Tclf  with  a  pun  that  elcipcd  me  on  a 
?^d.icn,  I  told  hrm  I  h(;ped  not  5  and 
ini mediately  took  my  leave. 

This  old  gentleman,  as  I  have  (ince 
"'^ard,  pafTctl  his  life  chiefly  in  thccoiin- 
^"■y;  where  it  faintly  participated  either 
^^   ple»fure  or  of  pain.     His  chief  de- 
"ghts  indeed  were  fenfual,  but  thofe  of 
^^je  Icfs  vigorous  kind;  an  aftemo&n's 
.P*pe,  an  evening  walk,  or  a  nap  after 
dinner.   His  death,  which  happened,  it 
fcems,  quickly  af'.cr,  was  occafioned  by 
^n  uniform  application  toBoftock^s  cor- 
dial, whatever  his  ca(e  required.     In- 
<Ued  his  diicourfe,  when  any  complain- 
ed of  ficknefs,  Vas  a  litdc  exuberant  in 
the  praifes  of  this  noble  cathartic.    But 


his  diftemper  proving  of  a  nat'jre  to 
wb.ich  this  remedy  \v.,<>  wholly  foreipjn, 
as  well  as  this  precluding  the  ufe  of  a 
moietft*c6luai  recipe, heexpiied, not  with- 
out the  charafter  of  a  moll  confiderate 
perfon.  I  find,  by  one  part  ot  his  will, 
he  obliged  his  heir  to  confume  a  certain 
quantity  of  ale  among  his  neighbours, 
on  the  day  he  was  horn;  and  by  ano- 
ther, left  a  ring  of  bells  to  the  church 
adjoining  to  his  garden.  It  looks  as  if 
the  old  gentleman  had  not  only  an  aver- 
Hon  to  much  reflexion  in  himfelf,  but 
endeavoured  to  provide  againft  it  in  fuc- 
cetding  generations. 

I  have  heard  that  he  fometimes  boaft- 
ed  that  he  was  a  diftant  relation  of  Sir 
Roger  dc  Coverly. 


ESSAY    XIII. 

AN   OPINION    OF    GHOSTS. 


IT  is  remarkable  how  much  the  belief 
of  ghofts  and  apparitions  of  perfons 
departed  has  loft  giound  within  thefe 
£tty  years.  This  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
plained by  the  geneial  growth  of  know> 
ifdge;  and  by  theconfequent  decay  of  fu- 
peraition,  even  in  thofe  kingdoms  where 
It  it  moft  eflencially  interwoven  with  re- 
ligion. 

The  fame  credulity,  which  difpofcd 
the  mind  to  believe  the  miracles  of  a 
popifh  faint,  fet  afide  at  once  the  inter- 
poiition  of  reafon ;  and  produced  a  fond- 
nefs  for  the  marvellous,  which  it  was 
the  prieft^s  advantage  to  promote. 

It  may  be  natural  enough  to  luppofe 
that  a  l)elief  of  this  kind  might  fpread 
in  the  days  of  popiih  infatuation.  A 
belief,  as  much  Supported  by  ignorance, 
u  the  ghofts  themfelvcs  wtru  indebted  to 
the  night. 

But  whence  comes  it,  that  narratives 
of  this  kind  have  at  any  time  been  given, 
by  perfons  of  veracity,  of  judgment, 
and  of  learning?  Men  neither  liable  to 
be  deceived  themfelves,  nor  to  he  llifpeQ- 
ed  of  an  inclination  to  deceive  others, 
though  it  were  their  intereft;  nor  who 
could  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  intereil  in 
it,  even  though  it  were  their  inclination. 

Here  feems  a  further  explanation 
wanting  than  what  can  be  drawn  from 
fupertlition. 

I  go  upon  ft  fuppdntion,  that  fhere- 
h6oD$  thaafeJva  woe  £id&»    For  as 


to  the  arguments  fotnetimes  u(ed  in  this 
cafe,  that  had  there  been  no  true  (hilling 
there  had  been  no  counteifcit,  it  fctms 
wholly  a  piece  of  fophiftry.  The  true 
(hilling  herefliouid  mean  the  livi ngper- 
fon;  and  the  counterfeit  relemblance, 
the  pollhumous  figuie  of  him,  that  either 
ftrikes  our  fenfes  or  our  imagination. 

Suppofing  no  ghoft  then  ever  appefi*- 
ed,  is  it  a  confcquence  that  no  man  could 
ever  imagine  that  they  fawthe  figure  of 
a  pcribn  deceaftd?  Surciy  thofe,  who 
lay  this,  little  know  the  force,  the  ca- 
price, or  the  defefls,  ol  the  imagination. 

Perfons  after  a  debauch  of  liquor,  or 
under  the  influence  of  terror,  or  in-  the 
di  liria  of  a  fever,  or  in  a  fit  of  lunacy, 
or  even  walking  in  their  flcep,  have  had 
their  brain  as  deeply  imprelfed  with  chi- 
merical reprefentations,  us  they  could 
poflibly  have  been,  had  thefe  reprefen- 
iatioiis  ftnick  their  fenfes. 

I  have  mentioned  butt  few  inftinoes, 
wherein  the  brain  is  primarily  aflFe£^ed. 
Others  may  be  given,  perhaps  not  quite 
To  ccfmmon,  where  the  ftronger  paflTtons, 
either  acute  or  chronical,  have  imprefled 
their  obje£l  upon  the  brain;  and  this  in 
fo  lively  a  manner,  as  to  leave  the  vi- 
fionary  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  real 
pitience. 

How  difficult  then  niuil  it  be  to  iiiftie- 
cciv.  apeifon  at  to  obje^i 
prin  edr  Imprinte4  abfoT 
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have  penrtriyed  them!  And  how  many 
peribns  muft  there  needs  be,  who  could 
never  be  undeceived  it  all! 

Some  of  thefe  ezukt  might  not  im- 
l^babljr  have  given  rife  to  the  notion 
of  ipparitiont:  and  when  the  notion  had 
been  once  promulgated,  it  had  a  natural 
tendency  to  produce  more  inftances. 

The  gloom  of  night,  that  waa  pro- 
ductive of  terror,  would  be  naturaUy 
produ^ive  of  apparitions.  The  event 
^nflrmed  it. 

The  paiTion  of  grief  for  a  departed 
friend,  of  horror  for  a  munlered  enemy* 
of  rennorfe  for  a  wronged  trftater,  of 
love  for  a  miflrefs  killed  by  inconftancy, 
of  p^titude  toa  wife  for  long  fidelity, 
of  dcijre  to  be  recpnciled  to  one  who 
died  at  variance,  of  impatience  to  viir- 
dicate  what  was  falfclv  conftnied,  of 
propenfity  toconfultwith  ao  advifer  that 
is  Ioft«--The  more  fa.nt  as  well  as  the 
more  powerful  paifions,  when  bearing 
relation  to  a  perfon  deceafed,  have  oiten, 
I  fancy,  with  concurrent  circumftances, 
been  fuAcient  to  exhibit  the  dead  to  the 
living. 

Bur,  what  fs  more,  there  feems  no 
other  account  that  is  adequate  to  the 
caf;  as  I  have  dated  it,  Allow  this,  and 
you  have  at  once  a  reafon,  why  the  moft 
t^pright  may  have  publiihed  a  falfehood, 
and  -the  molt  judicious  confirmed  an  ab- 
furdity, 

Suppo(ing  then  that  apparitions  of 
thin  kind  may  have  Tome  real  ufe  in 
God*s  mord  government:  is  nor  any 
moi'al  purpoff,  for  which  tiiey  may  be 
employed,  ascflfeAually  ani'wered  on  my 
fiippofirion,  as  the  other  ?  for  fuiely  it 
cannot  be  of  any  importance,  by  what 
means  the  hrain  receives  thcle  images. 
TheefTe^i  the  convi£lion,  and  the  re- 
folution  confequent,  may  be  juft  the 
fame  in  cither  of  the  cafes. 

Such  appears  to  me  at  Icaft,  to  be 
the  true  eyiliencp  of  apparitions. 


The  reafons  tgainft  any  exterfltl  17- 
parition,  among  others  that  laay  bt 
brought,  are  thefe  thst  follow. 

They  are,  I  think,  never  fern  by  daj.i 
and  darkneis  being  the  feafon  of  terror 
and  uncertainty,  and  the  ima^naiioB 
lefs  reftrained,  thry  are  never  vifibk  to 
more  than  one  perion:  which  hid  moit 
probably  been  the  cafe,  were  not  the 
vifion  internal. 

They  have  not  been  reported  to  hive 
appeared  thefe  twenty  years.  What 
caule  can  be  aiTigned,  were  their  exift- 
ence  real,  for  fb  great  a  change  at  tbcir 
difcontinuance? 

The  caufe  of  fuperflition  his  loft 
ground  for  this  hit  century;  the.  noticnof 
ghofU  has  been,  together,  exploded:  a 
reafon  why  the  imagination  ihould  he 
lei's  prone  to  conceive  them;  but  not  a 
reafon  why  they  themfelvcs  (hould  ceafc 

Mod  of  thole,  who  relate  that  thtfe 
fpe^res  have  apptarcd  to  them,  haw 
been  perfons  either  deeply  fuperiiitiooi 
in  other  refpe£ts;  of  enthuGaiiic  ima- 
ginations, or  itrong  paHi^ns,  which  art 
the  confequenccj  or  eli'e  have  allowedly 
felt  fome  perturbation  at  the  time. 

Some  few  inftances  may  be  luppofcd, 
where  the  caprice  of  imagination,  lo 
very  remarkable  in  dreams,  may  Iwive 
prefenied  fantafms  to  thofe  that  waked. 
I  believe  there  are  few  but  can  rccollcft 
fome,  wherein  it  has  wrought  miilakes, 
at  lead  equal  to  that  of  a  white  hoife  (or 
a  winding  (beet. 

To  conclude.  As  my  hypotheSa 
fuppofes  the  chimera  to  give  terror  eq^'^ 
to  the  reality,  our  belt  means  of  avoid- 
ing ir,  is  to  keep  a  Itrift  guard  over  our 
palfions;  to  avod  intemperance,  a<  we 
would  a  charnel-houfw'i  and  by  making 
frequent  appeals  to  cool  reafon  af^^ 
comnion  fcnfe,  fccure  to  ourfclvea  the 
property  of  a  well-regulated  jmagir^' 
iion. 


ESSAY    XIV, 

ON   CAKDS. 
A    raAGMlNT. 


•  ♦  •  ♦  T^E  had  paffed  our  even- 
_^,  .     W.    ing  with  fome  certain 
■**■"  ^-ous   for  their  tafte,   their 
refinement :  but,  at  yW- 
i%veit,  two  fU\ow%,  duVkt 


than  the  reft,  had  contrived  to  pur  th^nt- 
felves  upon  a  level,  by  introducing  • 

CAME  AT  CARDS. 

*  'TU  ^  (;^a,'  faid  he,  •  the  trqrW 
•  i%Ut  ^<it»vivx\>,W^>w^<ktW^'^'^ 
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ards  would  be  accounted 
,   It  it  not  lurpriling  that 

ihould  i'ubmit  to  join  in 
om,  which  appenrs  origi- 
i  to  fupply  ii's  deficiency  ? 
hcrfaiality!  imperfections 
afhionsi  and  are  follow- 
rho  do  not  labour  under 
at  introduced  them.  Nor 
he  only  inrtance  of  a  fa- 
•d  by  thofe  who  found 
t  in  it}  and  afterwards 
i  by  others  towhofc  figure 
licial. 

men,  who  value  them- 
hcir  ri'flei^ions,  j;ive  tn- 

10  a  piaftice,  which  puts 
inking?' 

the  old  aliufion  of  the 
uircf  ficih  vigour  by  a 
xarion. 

1,  this  miijht  be  nppli- 
I  I  could  rtjow,  ihii  curds 
the  pain  of  thinlcini;}  an<i 
:  from  it  the  piutit  and 

one  nnay  guef^  from  their 
nee,  retm  invented  for  the 
en  J  and,  among  the  toys 
infancy,    the   hells,    the 

rattle,  and  the  hobby- 
'ed   thtir    (hire  of  com- 

By  d'-j^iets  men,  who 
:   to    chiidrrn   in   under- 

want  of  ideas,  grewen- 
:lie  ufe  of  them  as  a  fuir- 
iment.  Oihersaifo,  pleaf- 
on  the  innrcrnt  pait  of 
ad  recourl'e  to  this  amule- 


*  mentyas  what  recalled  it  to  their  ininda* 

*  A  knotof  Tillainsencrealed  the  party  j 

*  who,  regardlefs  of  that  entertainment 

*  which  the  former  leemed  to  draw  from 

*  cards,  cohfidered  them  in  a  more  feriuut 

*  light,  and  made  ufe  of  them  as  a  more 
'  decent   fubftitute   to  robbing  on  the 

*  roid,  or  picking  pockets.    But  men 

*  whopropoCe  to  themielves  a  dignity  of 

*  character,  where  will  you  find  their 

*  inducement  to  this  kind  of  game? 
'  For  difficult  indeed  were  it  to  deter- 

*  mine,  whether  it  appear  mor«  odioas 

*  amone  (harpers,  or  more  empty  and 

*  ridiculous  among  perfons  of  charac- 
«  tcr.* 

*  Perhaps,*  replied  I,  •  your  men  of 

*  wit  and  fancy  may  favour  this  diver- 

*  fion,  as  giving  occafion  for  the  crop 
'  of  jt\\  and  witticifm,  which  naturally 
'  enough  ari(es  from  the  names  and  cir- 

*  cumftances  of  the  cards.* 

He  faid,  he  would  allow  this  as  a  pro. 
per  motive,  in  cafe  the  men  of  wit  and 
humour  would  accept  the  excufe  them« 
felves. 

«  In  fliort,"  fays  he,    •  as  perfons  of 

*  ability  are  capable  of  fumifliing  out  a 

*  much  more  agreeable  entertainment! 

*  when  a  gentleman  offers  me  cards,  I 

*  fhall  edeem  it  as  his  private  opinion 

*  that  I  have  neither  fenfe  nor  fancy.* 

I  alked  how  much  he  had  lofl— Hit 
anfwer  was,  he  did  not  much  regard  ten 
pieces;  but  that  it  hurt  him  to  ha?e 
fquandered  them  away  on  cards;  and 
that  to  the  lofs  of  a  converfation,  for 
which  he  would  have  given  twenty. 


ESSAY    XV. 


ON  HYPOCKISY. 


hypocrites  to  pretend  to 
icommon  fan£lity,    their 

wo  I.  Id  be  lefs  dlfcover- 
cteiifions  of  this  nature 
ara6)er5  upon  the  carpet, 
ndeavour  to  pafs  for  the 
world  mult  cxpccl  to  at- 
)f  it.  A  finall  blemifh  is 
fcoverable  in  them,  and 
diculous,  than  a  much 
ir  neighbours.  A  fmall 
•efents  a  clue,  which  very 
( us  through  the  noft  in- 


tricate  mazes  and  dark  receflct  of  their 
chara£ler. 

Notwithflanding  the  evidence  of  this, 

'  how  often  do  we  lee  pretence  cultivated 

in  proportion  as  virtue  is  negle£ledl  As 

reli^on  finks  in  one  fcale,  pretence  is 

exalted  in  the  other. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  more  eflfedhial 
key  to  the  difcovery  of  hypocrify  than  a 
cenforious  temper.  The  man  poflefled 
of  real  virtue  knows  the  difficulcf  ^  at* 
taining  it|  and  is^  of  courl 
dittfif to  ^  oihrn^titA^ 
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in  the  purfuit.  The  hypocrite^  on  the 
other  hand,  having  nerer  trod  rhe  thorny- 
pith,  is  Iftfis  induced  to  pity  thoTe  who 
defcrt  it  i'ov  the  flowery  one.  He  cx- 
pofes  the  unhappv  vi^ini  without  com- 
punAion,  and  even  with  a  kind  of  tri- 
umph; not  cofifidering  that  vice  is  the 
proper  ohjtft  of  compaifion;  or  that 
pro|>enritv  lo  ccnfure  is  almolt  a  worie 
quility  t^ian  any  it  can  expofe. 

Clelia  was  born  ir  England,  of  Ro- 
mifh  p.irent3,  about  the  time  of  the  Ke- 
voliition.     Slic  ie&ncxJ  nntui';illv  ti-amed 
for  lo\c,  if  you  were  to«udv(e  hy  her  ex- 
ternal beauties;  but  if  \ou  buiid  ^^our 
opinion  on   heroutwiid    ccr»Hu'\,  yoli 
would  have   deemed   her  as   naturally 
averfe  to  it.     Numeroui  were  the  Rar- 
^ons  of  the  polite  and  pliant  nation, 
vrho  endeavoured  to  overcome  her  pre- 
judices, and  to  reconcile  her  mannera  to 
her  form.     Perfons  of  rank,    fortune, 
learning,  wit,  youth,  and  beauty,  (ui:l 
to  her;  nor  had  (he  any  renfon  to  quar- 
rel  with  Love  for  the  ibapea  in  which  he 
appeai-ed  before  her.     Yet  in  vain  were 
all  application?:.    Religion  was  her  only 
obje£V;  and  He  fcemed  refolved  to  paft 
lier  days  in  ail  the  aufterities  of  themoft 
rigid   convent.      To  this  purpofe  Ihe 
fought  out  an  abbefs  that  prefided  over 
a  nunnery  in  Lan^uedoc,  a  fmili  com- 
munit)',  particularly  remarkable  for  ex- 
traordinary ini^ances  of  felf-denial.  The 
abbefs  herfelf  cxhihired    a   peribn    in 
which  challity  appeared  indeed  not  very 
meiitoriotis.     Her  chara6>er  was  pcr- 
fetliy  well  known  before  Ihc  went  to  pre- 
fide  over  this  little  Ibciety.     Her  virtue's 
were  indj^c'l   lurh  ;is    fhc  ih<.ught  nmll 
'     convenient  to  her  circuinitances.       Her 
falH  wei-e  the  tftccl  of  avarice,  an!  I»cr 
devotions  of  the  fplecn.     She  confiiiered 
the  cheapnefs  of  hcufe- keeping  as   the 
^reat  reward  of  piety,    and  added  pro- 
lufenfls  to  the  fevt'n  deadly  fins.     She 
knew  fackcloth  to  be  cheaper  than  bro- 
cade, and  allies  than  fweet  powder. 

Her  heart  fympathiaed  with  every  cup 
^hat  was  brokeM,  and  fhe  inftituted  a 
fart  for  each  domelllc  misfortune.  She 
had  converted  her  larder  into  a  l^udy, 
.  and  the  greater  part  of  her  library  con- 
fifttd  of  manuals  for  fafting-days.  By 
thefe  ait;;,  and  this  way  of  life,  fhe 
f:cmed  to  enjoy  as  gieat  a  freedom  from 
iqfpdinate  dclircs,  aa  the  perfons  m;^ht 
Ofed  to  do,  who  were  favoured 
isiJjsorhcrco*v«ii'ailori.  * 


To  this  lady  was  Ctelia  admitted;  ted 
afr  r  the  year  of  probation  afltimcd  the 

Veil. 

Among  many  others  who  had  folicit- 
cdher  notice,  I>e(orr  (hehecameaoKino 
ber  of  this  convent,  was  Leander,  I 
young  phyfician  of  great  learning  tnd 
ingenuity.  His  perfonal  accomptiih- 
nients  were  at  lead  equal  to  thofe  of  anj 
of  his  rivals,  and  his  paffion  was  fopt* 
rior.  He  urged  in  his  behalf  all  thatwir, 
infpired  by  fondneD,  and  recomoiendcd 
hyp^rfon,  drefs,  and  equipage,  cooU 
inrmuate;  but  in  vain.  She  giewingry 
at  felicitations  with  which  (he  refolved 
never  lO  comply,  and  which  ftie  found 
fo  difficult  to  evade. 

But  Clclianow  had  afr.mediheTeil, 
and  Leander  was  the  inoft  mirerableof 
mo.  tals.  He  hid  r.ot  fo  higli  an  opttMQ 
of  hi>  fair-one's  fanflity  and  i«»l,t» 
fome  other  of  her  admirers:  but  lit  had 
a  conviflion  of  her  beaury,  and  ihit  al- 
together irrefiftible.  His  extriviganl 
p:»iTion  had  produced  in  himajuloufy 
that  was  not  eaiily  eluded : 

jIt  rcglr.a  A,*is 

S^uid  nan  Jtnt'tt  amcr  T 

He  had  obferved  hi*  millrefs  go  mo'* 
fiequently  to  her  confefll»r,  ayoung»fl^ 
bloommg  ccclcfiaftic,  than  was,  p^' 
haps,  ncceifary  for  fo  much  aptttK"* 
purity,  or,  as  he  thought,  conlH^c^-^ 
with  it.  It  was  enough  to  p\it  a  lover 
on  the  rack,  and  it  had  this  efiefl  «pofl 
Leander.  His  fufpicions  were  hy  ^ 
means  leiTened,  when  he  found  the  con- 
vent to  which  Clclia  had  given  the  jj*** 
ffrence  before  all  others,  wasone  where 
this  young  friar  fupplicj  ii  confcfliooal 
chair. 

It  happened  that  Leander  was  brougH* 
to  the  abbefs  in  the  capacity  of  a  phyfc- 
cian,  and  he  had  one  more  opporninity 
oftl-red  liim  of  heholdiuij  Cleiia  ihrougB 
the  gr;iie. 

She,  quite  (hocked  at  his  appearm^Cf 
burft  out  into  a  fudde'n  rage,  inveighing 
bitieily  againft  his  piefum|>iioii,  *J^'J 
railing  loudly  on  the  name  of  the  bltflw 
Virgin  and  the  holy  fri.*r.  The  cuiive'** 
was,  in  fhort,  alaimed;  nor  was  CU'** 
capable  of  being  pacifad  till  the  g^"*" 
mnn  was  called,  in  oi  Jer  to  all3y»/'y 
fuittble applications,  the  emotions  raJic" 
by  this  unexpe6led  interview. 

Leander  grew  daily  inot'i;  convinced* 
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ifled  between  Clelia  and 
is,  hovrever,  ht  did  not 
.itly  warrantci  to  dirclolci 
f,  of  a  finfirular  nature, 
cL'pMTunity  of  receiving 

.;.i  T  favrurire  fpaniel, 
1  I  !oi  I'oine  lime,  and 
V  Itnrth  thr  he  -a.is  kill- 
;  if.  I  he  r.ei^hhotirHiod, 
y  mad.  The  hiai  jv-iS  3t 
cuncernctl;  but  m  a  lit- 
it^^rd  tK.tt  the  do^  hid 
.»i;«'is  ihe  very  dav  bcfi  re 
.  A,  ph\rici:in's  p  ivice 
xpt'd'en.  on  the  ocr-ilioni 
■•.:.«  rhe  ntxr  nhvfici?n. 
f,\^  rtt .'  tVa^-kncfs,  that 
n  lie  could  write  had  the 
)  much  exptn'ence  a^  im- 
wiTcr.  The  friar,  there- 
da  v,  fci  forward  upon  his 
f  L'v-ander,  not  without  a 
ind  of  fatTsfa6\ion,  con- 
)wing  lines  to  Clelia. 

VG  CLILIA, 

I  I  yet  love  you  to  dlftrac- 
ip.not  but  ful])e^  that  you 
favours  to  your  confeiibrf 
ht.with  greater  innocence, 
o  Leander.  All  I  have  to 
at  amorous  intercourfesof 


this  nature,  which  you  have  enjoyed  with 
friar  Laurence,  put  y.u  under  the  like 
necfflitv  with  hini  1  {ecking  ?  remedy 
in  the  ocean.     Adieu ! 

Leander. 

Imagine  Clelia  pu'l-v;  nnri  ili.n  »•»  i- 
gJne  her  confufibr.  To  »  .  !  .■  .  s  ':::'.*g- 
nificant,  and  to  blame  her  |  h  .*  ...r  v.ut 
ahfui'.l,  when  (lie  found  heifclt  ui'.o-r  a 
neccfTity  of  purfuing.his  advice.  The 
u  hole  fociety  was  made  ac<|uain(ed  with 
the  journey  Hie  was  undertaking,  and 
the  caues  of  it.  It  were  uncharitable 
to  rupp.)re  the-  whole  community  under 
the  f?me  c crffnint  with  the  unhappy 
ClfjMa.  ilowever,  the  greater  part 
thought  it  decent  to  attend  her.  Some 
wcnia^  rjei  comp  -r  'ont,  fome  for  exer- 
cife,  frme  for  ainu'^^ment,  and  the  al>« 
befn  berlelf  as  guardian  of  her  train, 
and  concerned  in  her  Ibciety^t  misfor« 
tunes. 

Wluit  ufe  Lean(!ermade  of  his  difco- 
very  is  not  known.  Perhaps,  when  he 
bad'bce.irucctfsful  in  baniftiing  the  hy- 
pocrite, he  did  not  fhew  himfelf  very 
folicitous  in  his  endeavours  to  reform 
the  finner, 

N.  B.  Written  when  I  went  to  be 
dipped  in  the  fak-water. 


ESSAY' XVI. 


ON    VANITY. 


lY  preferves  the  memory 
ires  and  of  flates,  with 
farily  interweaves  that  of 
and  Ihtelmen.  Biography 
e  to  the  ren^arkablc  cha- 
ate  men.  There  arc  likc- 
)rdinate  teftimonie5,  which 
uate,  at  lead  proloi.^,,  the 
ncn,  whofe  chara£\crs  and 
lem  no  claim  to  a  place  in 
lance,  when  a  p«rfon  fails 
t  figure  in  the  world  which 
e  eyes  of  his  own  relations 
;  is  rarely  dignified  any 
ith  his  pifture  whillt  he  is 
1  an  inicription  upon  his 
:er  his  dcc;i'-.  Inl'crip- 
cn  fo  faliac  »us,  that  we 
St  little  fi\>vr.  them  befide 
r.  Tpjure/gii  againftthc 


writers  for  their  manifeft  want  of  truth, 
were  as  abfurd  as  to  cenfure  Homer  for 
the  beauties  ot'  an  imaginary  chara^er : 
but  even  paintings,  in  order  to  gratify 
the  vanity  of  the  perfoh  who  befpeakv 
them,  are  taught,  now-a-days,  to  flatter 
like  epitaphs. 

Falfehoods  upon  a  tomb  or  monument . 
may  be  intitled  to  fome  excufe  in  theaf- 
fc^lion,  the  gratitude,  and'j)iety,of'lur- 
vjving  friends.  Even  grief  itfeif  difpofes 
us  to  magnify  the  virtues  ofn  relation,  at 
vlfiblc  ob|e€\s  alfo  appear  larger  through 
tears.  But  the  man  who,  thiough  an 
idle  vanity,  fufTers  hit  features  to  be  be- 
lyM  or  exchanged  for  others  of  a  more 
agreeable  make,  may  with  great  j 
be  faid  to  lofe  his  propertv  iff  1*^" 
trait.  In  Vike  in\t\iveT ,  \^\rfft  « 
the  painter  xo  btX^  Yi\\  AtA 


24 


ESSAYS   ON    MEN    AND  MANNERS. 


to  transfer  his  claim  to  the  man  with 
whofe  ftation  his  alTumed  trappings  are 
cnnne^^ed, 

I  remember  a  bag- piper,  whofe  pby- 
iiagnomy  was  fo  ren;arkable  and  faaii- 
Itar  to  a  c!ub  he  attended,  that  it  was 
agreed  to  have  his  pi£lure  placed  over 
their  chimney-piece.  There  was  this 
remarkable  in  the  fellow,  that  he  chofe 
always  to  go  barefoot,  though  he  was 
daily  offered  a  pair  of  Hioes.  However, 
when  the  painter  had  been  fo  exi6l  as  to 
omit  this  little  piece  of  drefs,  the  fellow 
offered  all  he  had  in  the  world,  the  wh«le 
produce  of  three  nights  harm6ny,to  have 
thofe  feet  covered  in  the  effigic,  which  he 
fo  much  fcorned  to  cover  in  the  original. 
Perhaps  he  thought  it  a  difgrace  to  his 
inftniment  to  be  eternized  in  the  hands 
of  fo  miich  apparent  poverty.  However, 
when  a  pcrfon  of  low  ftation  adorns  him- 


felf  with  trophies  to  which  he  has  no 
pretcnfions  to  alpire,  he  fhould  con&ler 
the  pi^hire  us  actually  telling  aijeto 
poft'Jii^y. 

The  ^hfuidity  of  thi^  is  evidcntt  ifi 
perron  alfume  to  himfelf  a  Riitic,ablue 
garter,  or  a  coronet,  improperly;  but 
ftjtion  may  he  falfjBed  by  other  deco- 
rations, as  well  as  thel*;. 

But  I  am  driven  into  this  grave  dif- 
courfc,  on  a  fubjcft  perhaps  not  *erf 
important,  by  a  red  fit  of  fpleen.  Iihii 
morning  faw  :i  feliow  drawn  in  a  nigbt- 
gown  of  fo  rich  i  iluff,  that  theexpeoce, 
had  he  purchafed  fuch  a  one,  would  more 
than  h  ilf  have  ruined  him  ;  and  soother 
coxcomi*,  felted  by  his  painter  in  iwl- 
vet  chair,  who  would  have  been  lurprlied 
at  the  deference  paid  him,  bad  he  beta 
offered  aculhion. 


ESSAY    XVII. 


AM    ADVENTURE. 


OAUPIWT    FH^NOWXNE    MOLLXS 
AVKICWL^ 


IT  is  a  very  convenient  piece  of  know- 
ledge for  a  perfon  upon  a  journey  to 
know  the  compellations  with  which  ft  is 
proper  to  addrefs  thofe  he  happens  to 
meet  by  his  way.  Some  accuracy  here 
may  be  of  ufe  to  him  who  would  be  well 
direfled  either  in  the  length  or  the  ten- 
dency of  his  road  ;  or  be  freed  from  any 
itinerary  difiiculties  incident  to  thofe 
who  do  not  know  the  country.  It  may 
not  be  indeed  impi-udent  to  accoft  a 
pailenger  with  a  title  fuperior  to  what 
ne  may  appear  to  claim.  This  will  fel- 
dom  fail  to  diffufe  a  wonderful  alacrity 
in  hi»  countenance ;  and  be,  perhaps,  a 
method  of  fecuring  you  from  any  mif- 
take  of  greater  importance. 

I  was  led  into  thefe  obfervations  by 
fome  folicitudes  I  lately  underwent,  on 
account  of  my  ignorance  in  thefe  |>ecu- 
liarities.  Bemg  fi^mewhat  more  verfed 
in  books  than  I  can  pretend  to  be  in  the 
orders  of  men,  it  was  my  fortune  to  un- 
dertake a  journey,  which  I  was  to  per- 
form by  means  of  enquiries.  I  had 
paffed  a  number  of  miles  without  any 
fort  of  diiRculty,  by  help  of  the  mani- 
4ri^|ftruftions  that  had  been  eiven  roe 
JB/mkf^g  out.  At  iengtbi  \i€\n% 
dubious  conceriMDg  my  w»y. 


I  met  a  perfon,  whom,  from  his  nigh^' 
ca*^  and  I'everal  domeftic  parti  of  dir^» 
I  deemed  to  be.  of  the  neighbourbo©** - 
His  liation  of .  life  appeared  to  me  to  tT' 
whxt  we  call  a  gentleman-farmer;  ^ 
fort  of  fubaltern  charaflcr,  in  rcfpefl  ^ 
which  the  world  fceins  rot  invjri^l*»  - 
determined.  It  is,  in  (hori,  whaiKir»l 
Charles  the  Second  clteemed  ih«^  happi^^ 
of  all  llations  j  fupfrior  to  the  toilloi^^ 
talk  an'l  r:dicul«iUs  dignify  of  conftabl*^ 
and  as  much  inferior  to  the  iniilca*^ 
praflice  and  invidious  dec:i:cRS  of 
jullice  of  peace.  •  Plontrt  mnn,'  favi  ^ 
•  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  me  whether 
«  am  in  the  way  to  Mirlington  ?*  ^^ 
replied,  with  a  fort  of  liirliMtfs,  that  ►* 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter  j  juJ  turr«-* 
away  with  as  mucH  difgiii>  a<  though  ' 
had  called  him  rogue  or  rafical. 

I  did  not  readily  penetrate  the  can  »' 
of  his  difpleafure,  but  prxecdcd  on  i^3 
way,  with  hopes  to  find  other  means  *" 
information.  The  next  I  met  wd*  ' 
young  fellow,  dreffe*!  in  all  the  pndr  ^ 
rural  fprucenefs ;  and  befide  hiir.  walk^**' 
a  girl  in  a  drcl's  agreeable  to  that  of  ^^ 
companion.  As  1  prtfumed  him  by  *J 
meatv^  ^vevCc  to  a^^ar  confiderahJ^  * 


in 
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complinnent  might  not  be  difturrnble ) 
and  enquiring  the  road  toMilington, 
addi  ciTc  (i  hiro  hy  the  name  of  '  Honcdy.* 
The  fellojir,  vrhecher  to  (hew  his  wir  hr- 
forc  hi$  miftrei't,  cr  whether  he  was  dif- 
plea  fed  w'x\^  my  familiaiitv,  I  cannot 
tell,  dire^erl  me  to  follow  a  pait  of  my 
face,  (which  I  wns  well  afTured  could 
be  no  g;iiide  to  mc)  and  that  other  parts 
would  follow  of  confeq^if  nee. 

The  next  I  tnet,  appeared,  by  his  look 
and  giit,  to  lland  htgli  in  hh  own  opi- 
niai.   I  therefore  judged  the  bed  way 
cf  proceeding  was  to  adapt  my  phrafe  to 
Vts  own  ideas ;   and,  fahitiujjr  him  by 
the  nime  of  *  Sir,'   dcfired  to  obtain 
fomc  infight  into  my  road.     My  gen- 
tleman,  without    hcfiration,    g.iv?;    me 
ample  intlruflions  for  the  Tcli  of  my 
journey. 

Ipaffcd  on,  mufingwith  myfelf,  why 
an  appellation  relative  to  fortune  fhould 
be  prrferreil  to  one  foundeil  on  mt-iit ; 
^■hen  I  happened  to  behold  a  genilemm 
exnmining   a   fun  dial   in   his  garden. 

*  Friend,''  fiys  (,    *  will   you  tell  me 

*  what  a  clock  it  is  ?'  He  miJe  me  no 
dn  of  anfwer,  and  feemed  as  much  dif- 
faricfied  with  my  opennet's  of  trniper  as 
*iih  the  confidence  I  pi  «cc  I  in  hi*.  The 
iifafal  of  an  anl'.ver  in  t!u>  cafe  wis  not 
of  much  importrince.  I  proce'.-ded  Hn 
my  way,  and  happened  to  meet  a  very 
olil  womant  whom  T  de'nm  n^rd  to  ac- 
^^  by  ihe  ii>p;lli!ion  of  *  Dijuej'  and 
*^:thalw:fli  d  her  a  ^uod^ni^^Mt. 

But,  ala&  I  fhe  f  emed  To  ii'.tle  pleafcd 
*'th  the  manner  of  my  a'.l  Irets,  thar  ihc 
tttumed  me  no  n'a.inrr  of  thanks  for 
fty  kinil  wi  hcs  as  to  hrr  n  poO.  I.  :i 
pw  clear  whether  my  phr^fr  wa-  faulty, 
*n  re^H  to  h-r  dij^nity,  'T  in  relp^ft  cf 
^agc:  but  it  is  very  prohslil*:  flic  might 
include  it  an  impr'p^'iety  in  lelpc^l  cf 
bcth. 

I  had  hy  this  time  found  the  inc^n- 
^^nience  of  an  tiuer  i^noraucc  i.i  ruial 
.^'ftmftion^.'  The  fmure  pirt  of  my 
J°Urney  affjrdc  1  mc  yet  ftifher  mems 
^^  conLfi*Ji:>n.  I  was  exi»o;ed  to  ihe 
''*«»gcr  of  three  ciulckfin's,  bv  r^ill-ng  a 
t*r[ « Sweetheart,*  iullcad  of  *  M  i  'am  j' 
**Mw4S  within  a  foot  of  rulhin^down  a 
^'^ipicei  by  calling  another  '  i*onbctb»* 


who  might  eafily  have  told  roe  how  to 
avoid  It. 

lii  ftiort,  I  fonnd  myfelf  well  or  ill 
ufed,  ax  I  happened,  or  not,  to  tuii  my 
falutations  to  people's  ideas  of  thtii  own 
rank.  Towards  the  I  if}  part  of  my 
ft  ige,  I  was  to  pais  a  brook,  ib  much 
fwiiled  by  land  floods,  th:4t  the  proper 
way  through  it  was  undiltinguilhal  le. 
A  well  dreffed  gen*  1. nun  was  p:ifljng  a 
bri  Ige  on  my  lef:-hand.  It  wis  here 
of  much  importance  for  me  to  fucceed  in 
my  enquiry.  I  was  theiefore  meditat- 
ing wiihin  myfelf  which  might  be  the 
muft  endearing  of  all  appeiiatiuns  ;  and 
at  lart  befougMt  him  tj  give  me  fume 
inftru5\i  )ns,  iinder  the  name  of  •  Honed 
•  Fiien.K'  H--  wns  not  feemingly  fo 
much  pieaf^d  as  I  ^ffiired  inyleif  he 
would  be,  and  trud/ed  onward  without 
reply,  Afitr  ihis,  1  h.iil  not  ffone  many 
lUpi,  (out  cf  the  pith,  for  lb  it  proved) 
l)v-l(.io  1  tuimd  myicif  :md  hoife  plunped 
he;ul(onfij  in  the  hrook ;  a-nl  my  late 
hondt  friend  in  ;i  iaut;hicr  at  our  down* 
f.dl. 

I  ma(!e  a  fh!fr,  however,  to  recover 
both  mvfeif  and  hoile;  nnl,  after  a  few 
more  difficulties,  arnvtd  at  the  end  of 
my  j  )Uinev.  I  have  fnice  made  drift 
eiiijtii.  y  into  the  dne  ippiication  of  fuc'i 
in  tenor  titlr'S,  and  may,  p-i  haps,  com- 
munirntc  thcin  to  you  un  lbii:c  futuie 
occahon.  In  the  mean  time,  \ou  mav, 
if  you  plrafe,  conhder  the  valt  impon* 
ance  of  lu}HTior  titles,  when  ihjre  is  no 
one  fo  inct.niideialde  but  theie  is  alio  a 
mind  that  it  can  inH'iPnce. 

VV.ien  you  r.flc^  upon  this  fuhjc^, 
you  Will,  jHTh  ips,  be  Kf*-.  frvereon  your 
fri»-nd  — — -,  who,  you  tell  me,  is  now 
trafficking  or  ih.s  ipecits  of  dignity. 

L^aiR  to  be  wi  e,  then,  from  others 
Ii:trin  ;  and  do  not  forget  to  oblen'c  de* 
coiuin,  on  every  occafion  that  you  may 
hive  to  ad  Irtfs  him  for  the  future.  Pre- 
trnd  no  more  at  the  clofo  of  your  epilUe 
t>  be  his  tai:hful  fervant,  much  Itfs  his 
atfc6hoiiate  one.  Tender  vour  lei  vices 
with  great  lel'pro),  if  you  do  not  chufe 
to  <\o  it  uiiii  pn. found  veneia'.ion.  He 
vvdi  certainly  hive  no  more  to  do  with 
fiiiccrity  sind  truth.    Ri member-— 
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ESSAY    XVIII. 

ON    MODESTY   AND   IMPUDENCE. 


WHEN  a  man  of  genius  does  not 
prim,  he  dii'covers  hinifeif  by 
nothing  more  than  by  Wi^  abilities  in 
difpute.  However,  let  him  (hcwfolidiiy 
in  nis  opiuiunsi  together  with  eafe,  ele- 
gance, and  vivacirvi  in  his  expredions^ 
yet,  if  an  impudent  face  be  found  to 
baffli  him,  he  (hall  be  judged  inferior 
in  other  relpe6ls.  I  mean,  he  wil)  grow 
cheap  in  m:xr.d  company  :  for  as  to  Te- 
le^ judges,  they  will  furm  their  opinions 
by  another  fcaic }  with  thefe,  a  lingle 
epilVe,  penned  with  propriety,  will  more 
cff^ dually  prove  his  wit  than  an  hunr 
dri-\i  defe«5l*  in  his  conveifation  will  dc- 
mpnrtrate  liie  reverie. 

It  is  true,  thirrc  is  nothing  difplays  a 
geriius,  I  mean  a  quick^iels  of  genius, 
more  rl^an  a  difpute;  as  two  di-Amond.->, 
encountering,  contribute  to  each  other's 
ludre.  But  perhaps  the  o.1Js  is  much 
again  ft  the  man  of  tafte  in  this  parti- 
cular. 

^aOifulnefs  is  more  frequently  oonr 
ne6\ed  with  good  ienfe,  than  we  find 
aOurance  :  and  impudence,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  often  the  mere  efteft  of  down- 
right ftupidity.  On  this  account,  the 
man  of  genius  has  as  much  the  advan- 
tage of  nis  antSj^oniiV,  as  a  race-horfe, 
cnrrying  a  fmall  weight,  has  over  his 
r>val  that  bears  a  larger:  modeity,  like 
th '  w.Mght  to  which  }  allude,  not  fuifer- 
h\ji  It's  o«m?r  to  c-xcrt  his  real  ftrength  ; 
w.-.ijh  effrontery  is  allowed  to  do,  with- 
out Ictt  orim;>edin'.ent. 

It  may  be  uiged,  and  juftjy  enough, 
that  ir  is  comn.on  to  be  partial  tu  ihc 
m  )Jel^  man  ;  and  that  difHdcpce  nialcos 
gcod  amMi  is  iur  any  relhaini  it  jays  us 
i;udci,  by  the  piejudice  it  gives  every 
bc-rcr  in  lur  favour.  But,  indeed,  th.s 
can  only  happen  where  it  meets  witii  the 
vTifAi  in^tnuous  judges.  Oiheiwifc,  a 
\a-^%\\  will  can)  the  day,  with  which  the 
ignoraitf  iide  is  generally  bell  accoip- 
inodatcd. 

In  order  tv  put  th^fe  antagunilU  upon 

a  foHieJvhat  more  equal  footmg,    I  have 

jnvrnitd  ihv  follow lUg  inltrument^  for 

tht^olgjgfutiifie  and  lale  of  which,  lam 

iMM|Hb  liopci  of  prqcunng  a  patcT\t. 

V  J,  is  an  artmciaf  luigbiu. 

3]tai  .^wibJirtle  convcrfant  intoys, 


but  muft  have  feen  inftrumentt 
nically  frameil  to  counteifeit  th 
of  diferent  birds.  The  quail 
brought  to  fuch  perfcftion  as  ev« 
hide  the  very  fpecie-s.  The  cue 
been  mimicked  with  no  lefs  a< 
Would  it  not  then  he  an  eafy  n 
4cprefent  the  laugh  of  this  emp 
which  has  in  itlcif  fomething  a 
and  is  not  more  afTefled  than  it 
culai?  For  the  convenience  of  th 
tliat  hears  it,  it's  dimenfions  fli 
I'o  connived  a^  thut  jt  mioht  h 
o.i  in  his  potktt.  Docs  it  notfe< 
l)ie,  that  a  laugiiter  of  tiiis  kind 
brought  to  arlwver  tyeiy  |  urpof< 
r.oife  which  it  lekmbleif  If  the: 
calion  for  an  explcivc,  let  thcow 
it  in  his  fobli;  as  his  aniagoni 
find  his  account  in  a  loud  oa 
empty  pun.  If  tlxrt  be  nted  o 
lopnding  cadenc*.  at  ihe  dole  ol 
mon  period,  it  may  not  be  amif- 
m-jnift  a  fcntence  by  what  may 
ed  a  finiHiing  ftrokc.  This  in 
is  fo  contrived  as  to  produce  all 
ricty  of  an  human  laughj  andth 
tipn  is  to  be  regulated,  not  by  \l 
of  your  fubje6t,  nor  the  wit  or 
of  a  repaitce,  but  by  the  difpc 
the  company,  and  the  pioperm 
fuch  an  interlude.  But  to  bccon 
iler  of  the  faid  machine,  let  th 
date  for  applaulc  frequent  the  c 
of  vociferous  diiputanisj  amon 
he  may  loon  Ichiu  how  to  pc 
convcrfation, 

One  or  two  of  thefe  inftrumen' 
already  finiflied,  though  not  ii 
the  pcrlt£lion  at  which  I  exp 
may  loon  arrive.  A  gcntlema: 
nu'  I'oihci  day,  who  has  the  juil 
thai  can  be  to  the  ufe  of  ihtmj 
nothing  in  his  character  that  car 
the  gieaieli  mcri.,  but  the  grca 
t^cliy.  I  communicated  my  in 
defiring  him  to  mike  trial  of 
firft  occ:Uion.  He  did  foj  and 
l:i\v  him  nfxr,  g?.vc  mc  leave  tc 
the  following  account  of  h\  cf 
m^  next  adverTifemcnt.  *  The  1 

*    \W  a    ?OT\  o\  tCVV\\KliNt\W  v«\>^ 


^gM 

I^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^^B 
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*  of  his  fnuflF-bsx,  to  Aipply  both  want 
^  cf  langujge  ami  of-*  cliouk>ht.  In  this 
'  manner  be  prolonged  his  argument} 

*  anvi  rc^illy  to  the  company,  whicli  con- 

*  fitted  of  ladies,  di [covered  more  bgn- 
'  ciry  without  thinking,  thnn  I  ccuhi  Ha 
'  by  it's  afii (lance.  I  bethought  my fclf 
?  im/Drdiately  of  your  inrtrument,  and 

*  had  recourl  •  to  it.  I  obfen'ed  in  what 

*  part  of  his  liifcourfc  he  moll  employed 
'  his  fingers,  ami  had  fu<ltlcnly  reconrfe 

*  to  mine,  with  equal  emphafis  nnd  iig- 

*  niBcancy*  The  ait  was  not  diJ'covered, 

*  ere  I  had  routed  my  ant:igonift;  hav- 

*  ing  feated  mylclf  in  a  <l  irk  corner, 
'  where  my  operations  wtre  not  dil- 
'  ccrnihle.  I  obferved,  ihat  as  he  found 

*  himiieir  more  clofely  preffcd,  he  grew 
'  more  and  more  afTiduous  in  his  appli. 

*  cation  t«  his  fniifF-hox,  much  as  an 

*  otter  clofely  purfued  is  forced  to  throw 
'  upbubSles  that  fliew  his  diilrefs.  I 
'  therefore  difcovered  grndu  illy  Icfs  and 

*  lef*  occafion  for  Ipeakinj^;  and  for 
'  thinking,  none  a:  ail.  I  played  only  a 

*  ilourifli  in  anfwer  to  the  irgnment  at 

*  his  fin^er^s  ends;  and,  after  a  while, 

*  found  him  as  mortal  in  this  part  hs  in 
'  any  other.  When  his  caufc  was  iull 
'  expiring,  after  a   very  long  p'.irfuit, 

*  and  many  fiuiiLT-*  turnln:^s  ai:<l  cvn- 

*  l>0M  iutlie  courlhof  it,  I  Tnindrtl  my 

*  inlirument,  wiih  as  much  ahciity  as 
a  hu«»fin  ^n  dort  his  horn  on  the  death 

•cfanhue. 
*  The  Hr-xt  whoni  I  engaged  was  a  more 

*  formidahlc  difpn^antj  an^i  Jowr,\vith 

*  2  fenfe  of  i^ratitndc,  t'na:  your  inllru- 
nwnt  alone  could  lencLr  inr;  a  march 
'"W  him.  His  ftrfMJgt'i  o{  argument 
^'his  ftrmqth  of  iunijs;  and  s:c  was, 

^  ""<l'ieilionihiy,  an  able  nn\''.f;onilt. 
However,   if  your  machine   j^ut   me 


*  upon  a  par  with  him,  I  think  I  may 

*  fiv,  without  vanity,  that,  in  point  of 

*  rtrafon,  I  had  the  upper  hand.     1  (hall 

*  only  add,  that  at  it  was  h:ihitual  for 

*  him  to  anfwer  Arguments  by  vocifcra- 

*  tion,  fo  it  became  needlels  for  me  to 

*  give  him   any  anfwer  of   a    better 

*  kind.' 

Thus  far  my  friend-  I  do  not  qucf- 
tion  but  there  will  appear  artiih,  that 
(hall  undertake  to  inliru6l  the  diiHdcn^^ 
the  rubmiflivc,  and  the  baflifiil,  how  to 
perform  the  whole  gamut  of  oratorical 
and  rifible  mufic:  and  as  there  is  a  kind 
of  humourouf  laughter,  which  draws  all 
others  into  it*s  own  voitex,  I  need  not 
here  affert  tliat  I  would  have  this  branch 
verv  much  inculcated. 

Neither  is  this  inftiiiment  of  import- 
ance in  difputc  alone,  or  controverlyj 
but  wherever  one  man's  faculties  arc 
nuTe  prone  to  l:ui;.»hter  than  another's. 
Trifles  will  burft  one  man's  fides,  which 
will  nat  difturb  the  features  of  another; 
and  a  laugh  one  ciinnot  join,  i>  .dmollas 
irkfome  as  a  Kimeniation.  'Tis  like  a 
peal  ring  after  a  wedding;  where  a  whole 
pirifh  ih:;ll  he  ftunned  with  noife,  bc- 
caule  they  v.-ant  that  occifion  to  rejoice, 
which  the  perfoT^s  at  lead  imapne  to  he 
their  lor  that  occafioncd  it.  The  founds 
art-  pleafing  to  their  ears,  who  find  them 
contcTmable  to  their  own  ideasj  but 
thofo  wlio  are  not  in  temper,  or  uncon<- 
CLTni'd,  find  them  a  Ihipcfying  repeti* 
tion. 

When,  therefore,  my  mind  is  not  in 
tunc  with  another*?,  what  (Irikes  his, 
will  not  vihratG  on  mine.  All  I  then 
have  to  do,  is  to  counterfeit  a  laugh} 
whifh  is  an  operation  as  artificial,  as  thfe 
machine  I  have  been  defcribing. 
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j^HE  aflions  of  our  lives,  even  thofe     pidir^',  by  the  interpofition  of  ftmw  in  » 
^j^    we  call  mod  impoitant,  feem  as      panicuiar  part  of  t!^m. 
fp'chlubjeft  to  trifles  as  our  veiy  lives         The.followmg  trarflation  from  the 
^^^Jnfclves.      We  frame  very   iiorah'e     origina:  Spanifli  will  fuflicii'Mtly   illuf- 

fra;e  ihe  lovcgoing  aflcrrion.  Don  t*edrp 
•**♦  was  ope  of  the  principal  grandees 
of  his  age  and  country.  He  had  a  ge- 
nius equal  lo  his  hb-th,  and  adJOjoftiioa 
remarkably  cotvtcmv\^i\Nt%  ^^^^^^^ 
cndotti,  ot\  tV\  ft  accovitv*.,  \o  t^B^TOm 
the  woFld  zx  ft;ittA  v«\^^%»  ^^^"^JSV 


HE  aflions  of  our  lives,  even  thofe 

as 

ves 

^^jefti  in  imap^lnation,  and  promifc  to 
Ij^^'felves  an  pqu^l  term  iS  jirv.  'Tis, 
j^^flk'cver,  in  \ho  p(ivviT  of  the  [r.ir/.iicit 
;  ^^idcnr,  to  ftiorccn  the  one,  and  <iircon- 
^.*  "^  the  other.  'Tis  with  mankind  as 
g* ^i  certain  Src-cngine^,  whoCc  motion 
^j^  be  tiitpfud  in  the  /n/d/l  of  it's  ra- 
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ESSAY    XVIII. 


ON    MODESTY   AND   IMPUDENCE. 


WHEN  a  man  of  £^nius  does  not 
prim,  he  dil'covers  himfelf  by 
nothing  more  than  by  hi^  abilities  in 
difpute.  However,  let  him  (hew  folidity 
in  nis  opinions,  together  with  cafe,  ele- 
gance, ^nd  vivaciiy,  in  his  exprefHons; 
yet,  if  an  impudent  face  be  found  to 
baffle  him,  he  (hall  be  judged  inferior 
in  other  refpe6ls.  I  mean,  he  wil)  grow 
cheap  in  m  xcd  company  ;  fcr  as  to  Icr 
]e6l  judges,  they  will  form  their  opinions 
by  another  l<:aic  }  with  thefe,  a  fiogle 
epilVe,  penned  with  propriety,  will  more 
tff-ftually  prove  his  wit  t'nan  an  hun- 
dri'»l  dtifc'^s  in  his  cor.vcrfation  will  dc- 
mpnlirate  liie  reverie. 

Ir  is  tuie,  tlierc  is  nothing  difplays  a 
ge.'iius,  I  mean  a  quicknci's  of  genius, 
more  tl.an  a  dlfpuiCi  as  two  diamonds, 
cncouFitering,  contribute  to  each  other's 
luftre.  But  perhaps  the  oJJ$  is  much 
agiind  the  man  of  tafte  in  this  parti- 
cular. 

^aOifulnefs  is  more  frequently  oonv 
ne6l^d  with  good  ienl'c,  than  we  find 
allurance  :  and  impudence,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  often  the  mere  efteft  of  down- 
rii;hr  ftupidiiy.  On  this  account,  the 
man  of  genius  has  as  much  the  advan- 
tage or  nis  antas^onift,  as  a  race-hoHe, 
carrying  a  linall  weight,  has  over  his 
rival  (hat  ncars  a  larger:  modelty,  like 
th'  w.-ight  to  which  I  allude,  not  fuifer- 
'y.\ji,  It's  o>vn?rto  cxcrt  his  real  ftrcngih  ; 
w>-.i.h  effrontery  is  allowed  to  do,  with- 
out Ictt  orim.icdin'.cnt. 

It  may  be  urged,  and  juftly  enough, 
that  ii  is  c.^mn.on  to  be  partial  tu  ihj 
111  )Jeii  man  ;  and  that  diffidcpce  niakes 
gjoii  am-n  Ij  tor  any  rL-lhaint  ,t  |:iys  us 
iividei,  l.y  the  prejudice  it  gives  every 
hc.irer  in  <  ur  fA\^our.  But,  indeed,  th.s 
can  only  happen  where  it  metis  w!th  the 
m/j(i  ingcnuou:»  judges.  Oiherwife,  a 
la-jjgh  will  call)  the  lUy,  with  which  the 
ignoiaiu  iide  is  gincraily  bell  accoip- 
inodartd. 

In  order  tt.  put  thefe  antagunilU  upon 

a  fcwu'^hat  jncre  equal  foctmg,    I  have 

jnviiud  UJL  lollow.ng  inltrumen;j  for 

the  JoJgfinittie  and  lale  of  which,  I  ani 

M^jmSki  ii^^yes  oi'  prqciirlng  a  patcni. 

^'''^S^BfCHn,  JS  an  ailTKcia\  \utg\\t<:v. 

TiAM^KicM  lo Utile  convcifant  mtov*^, 


but  muft  have  feen  inftrumentt  mecha- 
nically framed  to  counteifeit  the  voices 
of  different  birds.     The  quail-|Mpe  is. 
brought  tofuch  perfection  as  even  to  de- 
lude the  very  fpecie-s.    The  cuckow  has 
been  mimicked  with  no  lefs  accuracy* 
Would  it  not  then  he  an  eafy  matter  to 
J  e])refent  the  laugh  of  this  empty  tribe, 
which  has  in  iticlf  fomtthing  artificial; 
and  is  rot  more  affcfled  than  it  isparti- 
culai?  For  the  convenience  of  the  perlbn 
that  bears  it,  ii*s  dimenfions  (houid  be        ' 
{0  contrived  as  that  it  might  be  played 
0.1  in  his  pocket.  Does  it  not  fecm  feafi- 
l)ie,  that  a  laughter  of  this  kind  may  be 
brought  to  a:ilvver  every  purpofe  of  tbit 
roile  which  it  rekmblesr  If  there  bcoc- 
cnhop  for  an  expKtiv.-,  let  thcowwrfc^k 
it  in  hii  iobl)}  as   his  antagonift  vwuld 
find  his  account  in  a  loud  oath.oran 
empty  pun.     If  tr.crt  be  lued  of  a  good 
loiinding  cadenco  at  the  dole  of  a  com- 
mon period,  it  may  not  be  amiis  ro  har- 
monift  a  feniencc  by  what  may  be  call- 
ed a  finiHiing  ftroke.     Thiv  initrumcft' 
is  fo  contrived  as  to  produce  all  the  va- 
riety of  an  human  laugbj  and  this  vana- 
tipn  is  to  be  regulated,  not  by  the  nature 
of  your  fubjeff,  nor  the  wit  or  hunio**^ 
of  a  repartee,  but  by  the  difpofition  *>' 
the  company,  and  the  proper  minute  i***" 
fuch  an  interlude.  But  to  become  a  tr^* 
Her  of  the  faid  machine,  let  the  candi- 
date for  applaule  frequent  the  comy»^^f 
of  vociferous  di!"j>u:unisj  among  whom 
he  may  loon  Ie;uu  how  to  j>crtbrii»  * 
convcriation, 

One  or  two  of  thefe  inftruments  I  ha^^ 
alri-ady  finiflicd,  though  not  indeed  ^'^ 
the  pcrfe£lion   at  which  I  cxpeft  tb^'X 
ir.iy  loon  arrive.     A  gentleman  vifi'*^^ 
me  I'oihur  day,  wh'»  has  the  juflcft  c)^-^ 
that  can  be  to  the  ufe  of  ihtmj  hi.v  *>^ 
nothing  in  his  character  that  can  ohfcW* 
thegreaicll  mcri;,  but  the  grcattll  mo- 
dc'.^y.     I  cot:imunicated  my  invention^ 
defij-fng  him  to  m  jkt  trial  of  it  on  tl^J 
firii  occ.tfion.     He  did  foj  and  when  *  ' 
law  him  ncxr,  grive  me  leave  to  poblifh 
ihe  following  iccoiint  of  k\  efficacy  ifl 
m>  next  advcrtiffment.  *  Thr  fiiil  time 
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;o  fupply  both  want 
f  thought.  In  this 
iged  his  argument) 
inpany,  which  con- 
Icovcred  more  liiga- 
ing,  than  I  ccuM  Ha 
I  hethout^ht  niyfelf 
lur  inrtrumcnt,  and 
I  obfcn'ed  in  what 
fc  he  moll  employed 
id  fud.lenly  reconrfe 
al  emphafis  and  fig- 
was  not  dlCcovcred, 
ny  ant.^goniftj  h;iv- 
iii  a  d:irk  corner, 
iona  werj  not  dil- 
ed,  that  as  lie  found 
;ly  preffed,  he  grew 
Iduous  in  his  appli- 
tf-hox,  much  as  an 
L-d  is  forced  to  throw 
hew  his  diihefs.  I 
;d  grnJmlly  lefs  and 
Ipeakini;;  and  for 
all.  1  played  only  a 
to  the  irgiiment  at 
and,  afrer  a  while, 
lal  in  this  part  as  in 
n  his  cavifc  was  jiilt 
very  lor.g  purfuit, 
';>  turnin:Ts  and  cvn- 
of  it,  I  Oiiiniifd  my 
as  much  alicrity  as 
.lis  hoi  n  on  the  death 

[  engagpil  was  a  more 
^nt;  :!n.i  J  owi',  with 
!e,  t'.v.i!  your  inrtni- 
i<;nt!cr  in*  a  march 
•ti^gth  o{  araumiint 
F  lun^;^;  ir.^l  l:c  was, 
in  ar.!e  nr.'r.p^onith 
r  machine   put   me 


*  upon  a  par  with  him»  I  think  I  may 

*  fay,  without  vanity^  that,  in  point  of 
'  reafon,  I  had  the-upper  hand.     1  ihall 

*  only  add,  that  at  it  was  habitual  for 

*  him  to  an fwer  arguments  by  vocifcra- 

*  tion,  fo  it  became  needlels  for  me  to 

*  give  him  any  anfwer  of   a    better 

*  kind.' 

Thus  far  my  friend-  I  do  not  qucf- 
tion  but  there  will  appear  artift*,  that 
(hall  undertake  to  inilni6>  the  difHdcn^^ 
the  fubmiflive,  and  the  bafhful,  how  to 
perform  the  whole  gamut  of  oratorical 
and  nfible  mufic:  and  as  there  is  a  kind 
of  humourouf  laughter,  which  draws  all 
others  into  it*s  own  voiti^x,  I  need  not 
here  alFert  that  I  would  have  thii  branch 
vtrv  much  inculcated. 

Neither  is  this  inftrumcnt  of  import- 
ance in  difputc  alone,  or  contrcvcrfyj 
but  wherever  one  man's  faculties  are 
more  prone  to  laughter  than  another's. 
Trifles  will  burft  one  man's  fides,  which 
will  not  difturb  the  features  of  another; 
and  a  laugh  one  cannot  join,  is  almoft  as 
irkfome  as  A  lameniation.  'Tis  like  a 
peal  rung  after  a  wedding;  where  a  whole 
priiifh  {\\::\\  be  Ihinnqd  with  noifc,  be- 
came they  want  that  occafion  to  rejoice, 
wiiich  the  performs  at  lead  imagine  to  be 
their  lot  that  occafioned  it.  The  founds 
ar,:  pleafing  to  their  earsj  who  find  then! 
conformable  to  their  own  ideas j  but 
thofe  who  are  not  in  tcmjier,  or  uncon- 
corned,  find  them  a  ftupcfying  repeti* 
tion. 

V/hen,  therefore,  my  mind  is  not  in 
tune  with  ano'hcr*F,  what  ftrikes  his, 
will  not  vibrate  on  mine.  All  I  then 
have  to  do,  is  to  counterfeit  a  laugh | 
which  is  an  operation  as  artificial,  as  thi^ 
machine  I  have  been  defcribingk 
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our  lives,  even  thofe 
impoitant,  feem  as 
tes  as  our  very  lives 
frame  very  iiorahfe 
tion,  anil  o.-omirc  to 
i:;rm  '  f  lifi'.  'Tis, 
wv.'V  of  the  minutcit 
the  one,  and  difcon- 
is  with  mankind  as 
rinc:,  whoCc  mption 
jtf  midli  of  it's  ra- 


pidity', by  the  interpofition  of  ftnw  in  » 
panicular  part  of  them. 

The.followmg  tranflation  from  the 
original  Spanifli  will  fufficiently  illuf- 
traic  the  foregoing  aflTertion.  Don  Pedrp 
•**♦  was  ope  of  the  principal  grandees 
of  I'.is  age  and  country.  He  had  a  ge- 
nius equal  to  his  bhrtU,  and  a  difpofition 
rcmarkablv  ?otvietftv^^x\Nt»  'Tjg|\^ 
cuftotti;  ftti  vV%  «:co>itv\,  Vil*"'— '  ■ 
the  \NOf\d  9X  «ta»A  vw^o4>i  v- 


ib 
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■  <!iilg?  himfelf  in  all  the  maze*  of  a  fine 
imagination.  It  ha;»pene:<,  :\s  St*  one  iby 
fat  in  hii  (tudv,  that  he  fixe^i  his  eye  rn 
m  neighboming  fpiilei.     The  molt  tri. 
vial  obteft  (if  anv  natural  ol}vS{  c:n.  he 
term^  fo)  Icivetl  hinn  frequent Iv  for  the 
founHa  ion  of  fome  moral  anJ  fiiblime 
reflexion.  He  fiu  vtvcj  the  creature  at- 
tentively, and  inihilr,e'l  ihe  bias  of  his 
thou8>ht,  till  he  wis  !olV  in  »he  excur- 
(ions  of  a  profoinul  icv'  rie.  The  curious 
workminfh'pf  f  this  n!.rt-r.ii<li.(l  animal 
bioughr  at  once  into  his  urii«l  tlic  whole 
art  of  foiiification.  11-  oSfcivnl  the  de 
ficicncy  of  hum  i:  Ikiil,  a-.tl  f  jtnociin- 
ningr  could  have  c  nrnved  ht-r  fo  proper 
an  hd)ita'ion.     H*  Conn  1  :h.t  r.o  v'lo- 
Knee  ccnld  'MSi  the  rxtrLnjintP  of  her 
lines   but   whir  w:,»    itnt  ril:;«uly  pt-r- 
ce;)fihlr,  and  liM^^lr  I  >  aKiini  h^v  at  the 
tenter.     He  ohieive'l  il»<r  load  l»y  which 
fhe  ialli«.-d  forth,  l-rvcd  to  convrv  iniL-U 
iiijence  iVom  wijhojt,   at  trie  !A:nc  t;nic 
that  it  a  \U[  ihrnfMh  and  tl;i   iliiv  to  the 
work  within.     Hr  wus  at  oT»ce  uri-pled 
and  I'lcilc  1  wiih  an  o'\ic6\  whic",  al- 
lhou;;h    c  -ininon,  he  h:i|'p.*nr  I    not  to 
have  bv-iu-ll   in  tli  •  *\'\\t  iii^ht,  or  wiih 
the  fa  re  ^it'ntion.  F  K^:v,  tirs  ii'fhnr  he 
bt'Dt  his  tho"v:'»"5  uj'o-  t  r  :»  'vafCf  m-rt 
of  miliary  f  vtificM:!>!J:    '»pM    "e  o''un 
WfiMld  d-.cI.M-  it  w.*s  t)r.»  t'.'xi  •!  ii'.c'dcnt 
t!ia*  Ruvc  hitii  a  reli  "ii  I'-r  ili.it   lln'y, 
wi'.'ch  he  aftcrwirds  d-mAjcI  witii  lucri 
ajij>Mcaiinn  an  !  Aiccffs. 

Hrfpenf,  in  fh  rr.  l.jmt!c'i  fr»n**n|>^n 
the  atijin-ner.r  of  rh-^  ic  i  .»v.v,  that  he 
grew  a-  cnp.j'de  oi'  ex  -c  »  i-.tr  any  part 
of  it,  a^  fn-c»d.ition  nl.ine  t-uM  iti.tlcr 
l»iin.  Noi''»'  uf  wintti!  i.:A/,  liur  {inc- 
tice,  to  com;  1  :tt  ih'  i'a  »  c  of  i»is  ahiliii< ". 
T'hit,  in  Ih  rr,  wns  hs  ii.tt  p"n'\ilt. 
He  brcirnt-  di  fi  oiis  of  ^rn^ei  icucin.^, 
U'har  h.ul  bfen  fo  f'in:fl''\d  in  im.i- 
pin^.ti^.i  ,  and  to  make  ii'.«j»  •  myral  Id- 
lirs,  which  h  <  I  Ki-rn  at.i  n  i;.  i  ihero  with 
virtorv.  T  arnscnd  !i«' l.'.-.i  irilrtodo, 
but  cxcnc  the  air.'iiti.  n  i;?  his  younj; 
iroi^arch;  to  tn'oic;*.  I>y  t.!li)»orv  ^f 
hh  fi!C!u!s,  hisqna.ili'- •■::  rr:  t(.r  thcpdft 
br  lb;'fi:iit^  and,  (in  i\'f  tiill  di-ii»-friv  of 
h's  p'V.ticn,  to  obtain  pi(.r(.iu.(r.:t  fiom 
the  kinjr. 

TIms  hnpptned   to  be  a  time  of  the 

prrdonn.irli  tr.^nquiliifv:  lirric'^iMn-d  li 

•  to  a   iKilon  c.T:jtr  ut'  t;i->i>»  t'tiriilicd 

with   fk'V,   and   Crmfcious  nf   ;tb  iirics. 

90tSjin'ffw  ihe  amb  ti«  n  of  piinte*,  and 
^J^  OivDMch  in  paitiLuIai.     Lui  Le 


wasnotacquaintd  with  hi<owti.  Tlat 
imj>rrious  amlfiibtle  paflion  is  often  ftioft 
prfdominani  when  'tis  Icaft  |)trctir«i. 
Whtn  it  once  ptivtils  in  anv|rreatdt. 
grec,  we  find  onr  reafon  grow  fuWtr- 
virnt,  and,  inllead  of  checking  orcu. 
iradif^irg,  it  (hnsps  to  flatter  and  lu au- 
thorize it.  Inllead  of  ur.deceivingi  fte 
confirms  u<  in  our  error;  and  even  lcvc'.$ 
the  mound^--,  and  fniuoths  tlie  oIi.'^iug- 
tions,  which  «t  Is  her  natural  jirovlrcc  \o 
intc.-pofe.  This  was  the  cafe  of  Pen 
Pedro.  The  delic.icy  of  his  tart?  t^i- 
citafed  his  rcnfibilltvj  and  hsfenfibilit* 
made  him  more  a  fl<vc.  Tlic  mind  of 
man,  'i.c  ih-  finer  parts  of  matter,  t!ic 
mote  delicate  it  K,  natui all v  admits  t'.;t 
more  derp  and  the  tnorc  vifihle  Imj-rif- 
fions.  The  pureli  /J^iriis  aicthefx;»=* 
apt  to  take  flame.  Let  us  therefore  bt 
the  more  candid  to  him,  on  account  or 
thi-  vivacity  of  his  pafTions,  ftdfCtiii  a! 
indeed  he  was,  into  vtr)  uiiwaniD:i3»5 
fchrmes. 

He  had,  in  \rcf,  conceived  a  yTok^'t 
t  I  give  his  mailer  an  univerijl  monafcfi"  • 
H-  1)  id  calculated  every  at  tide  with  tre 
utiuuil  iabourand  precifion,  and  inter.-* 
ed,  within  a  few  days,  to  pr«ifeni  hi*  \'^^' 
uS  to  the  kinr. 

S.M.n  was  then  in  a  ft.ife  pf  afflycrf^ 
had  a  lart."  army  on  foot;  logethtr**'"* 
n;cins  :\ni  opporfunities  of  lalGng  ^^ 
i;i.  i.enic  O'.f.  Twrre  impcflihle  to  »''" 
.vvr  lor  the  j>,)frrhltr  events  that  w'*^^^ 
d?  1r  )y  thri.  h-  prs  of  fuch  sn  etJier^^  J*': 
1)  ■\v.'.i\  clieM  attcnils  the  txtfcii'ii>"" 
iiunf^i  the  mnd  ft:'.r.h,e  and  well  con- 
trived in  ihroiy.  But  %vhoever  w'^*/^' 
q'i:«inted  with  the  3!»th/»r  df  this  pr«J'y» 
knew  the  poMure  of  ;.rt*iijs  in  Eu:op<  *^ 
that  time,  the  ambiiion  of  the  piir'f^' 
and  f^i-  ma^.y  ciiciimllances  tliat  coO- 
Ip  le  1  to  fivour  it,  miKht  have  tlw'.>fi"' 
liie  pio-rcl  wjuid  have  luen  .iijiced  »•'» 
]>in  in  prj^hce,  and,  v/iihout  lome  p»f 
licnlar  in'eipo'iiion  of  f onu;^^i  bfen  >*J 
inultd  with  i'lKfff^— But  Fortuned:- 
r<;t  put  hiiljf  to  any  p.trticular  tiouW* 
about  ihemart'i. 

D  )u  Pedro,  big  with  vnft  defigASi  ♦JJ 
s;nc  i.av  walkm^  in  ht^  fi-ds.  ^^  j 
pj.m>  icd  r.exi  moiniiit;  an  a«diel»c*_^ 
t::t  king.  He  was  prpiring  hinifclff* 
a  c  nvtirai  on,  which  mii;ht  pnive  ot  n 
minhcmfiq  lenrrtiail  mankin ';  *^^ 
vv:dkti.»r  though  folly  rdoiT,andrrg>**** 
tU  of  his  ^.aih,  hii  loot  hapj»ertJ  <* 

He  ca!\  ti\4 1^  w  w>^u^<c  iyk*w.tk^%>»^'^ 
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is  miftak«,  where  he 
limais  in  the  ok^  jmi- 
He  had  the  delicacy 
e  really  lorry  fur  what 
1,  putting  himself  in 
•gan  to  rcflcf^  upon  the 

might  be  an  s^e,  to 
iild  recover  thHi*  traw- 
'wed  tlwm  wiih  a  fort 
he  anxit'v  they  unitcr- 
t^crilhaMc  hahitations. 
i  \h:M  iiis  contftrnol  was 
r  his  own  hip>rriorily; 
ri-ght  be  fomc  created. 
I  Itip  o^n  f^Hfcicsi  ifiuft 
.  >lis  remark  did  not 
infi. lured  his  future  tn* 

eye  ro  lu.;h  a  riice  of 
r.ii  it  mult  ap;»ear  to 
35  ^l.fadv  iMt.'fTt'OU.s  £S 
I  vain  jt-jciv  of  an  ant 
r.  *  H  )w  lidiC'.iions,' 
his  r::|)ui»lic  appear  to 
Jcern  itVa^los.s,  as  it 
nany,  that  aie  analo- 
r  hj.:»a  »  narure!  Sup- 
r.t  nu  J  vajiance  about 
a  i;ri.  '  of  r.»nd.  S  ip- 

htd  ac'j'j'»:H  a  lew 
lis  p-»il  or. — ^»  Tifonne 
,  a.v.t  o-'^  '•!  •!!  i>M  f'ce 
—  Ivnj'.d  r !'.:■.'. k  ni:nrtlf 
:inn!2C  (•■.ti  his  equ.ils, 
u-  c  i.i!'*.;i'-<i.  Oo-.'fi- 
;  n.r.junr,  r.v.'*  cj^t.^v!.!''  \ 
iiic  iiu::.eio»b  It»^s  -aIlU 


*  which  natuie  ha*  fiipplied  him«'b6rne 

*  aloft  by  a  couple  of' flavet  within  the 

*  hoiiow  of  an  hu(k  of  wheat,  five  or  fix 
<  other«i,  at  the  fame  time,  attemling  ft»- 

*  Irmnly  upon  the  ;iroci  (lion^i^uppoftfy 

*  lafilv,   that  amonp  this  people,  the 

*  prime  minifter  ihould  peifuade  the  reft 

*  to  levy  war  upon  a  neighlK>uiing  co- 

*  lony  {  and  this  in  order  to  be  Ailed  the 

*  fuvereign  of  two  hillocks,  instead  of 

*  Oi)C\  while  perhaps  their  prcfent  cori- 

*  diricn    leaves    tliem   nothing  to  wifh 

*  befides   fuperHunies.     At  the  fam« 
■*  -time,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  molt  in- 

*  confidei-ablt  among  mankind,  nay,  of 

*  any   (\yec'\c%  of  animals)   fuperior  to 

*  th(ir  own,  to  deftro\' ar  once  the  mi - 

*  nlftirr  and  )>eople  all  together:  this  is 

*  doubtlefs  very  ridicnloMSj  yet  this  is 
'  doubtlefs  my  own  cafe,  in  refpe£l  to 

*  many  fuhordinnte   beings,   and  very 

*  ccit.iinly  of  'he  Supreme  onci      Faie* 

*  wel,  then,  ye  air  bu  I:  citadels  I  K-^it- 

*  wtl,  vifior.s   of  urtfolid  gIo:yI   D^n 

*  Pirdro  will  f«ik  no  honour  of  foequi* 

*  vocal  an  acceptation,  a$  to  degiadc  his 

*  character  toa  I'upenor  f^x-cies,  in  pro» 
'  portion  as  it  ex»lti  him  before  his 

*  fwn.* 

Sec  herii  a  inft  corcludon!  In  fliort, 
lif  fr.unil  it  I".»  ti^irly  diawn,  as  immedi- 
rittlv  !o  drop  his  p.'o;cv\,  have  t|ic  army^ 
art;lreiiret  of  which  whimficnl  relanoii 
it  mriy  be  well  enough  ohfurvcd,  That  a 
fpir-iir  hsd  cnihvci  tl'.c  woild,  had  not 
an  »nc  oultructcd  hi&  dk:rign. 


ESSAY   XX- 

UPON    ENVY. 

TO    A     FRIEND,        K.    < 


K  :«  ir,  my  frierd;  thit 
i!ip-.rr;i)lc  to  tiv.  y  yi)U, 
ler,  VL.ur  ciiril.rKacoiiS 
:  I'ji'ii'jr.P  d>  li  ?  l**.r, 
I  I  "Sii:i,  t!:.ii  1  d  tni 
iX'»flnou>,  \o  \M  a  >ou 
■y  \<»ur  ;iin!>ition,  ;:un 
>.iiun  er.uuj^h  to  m;ike 
'sfac^ory. 

idru.t  ihat  cnvy(hould 
cz  of  merit,  at  the  lamc 
fo  naturally  "ttt-nvis  the 
»  however  m  fo'nenua- 
1  uoavoi  iahle  (:tFd  pir 
fc  an  uiLtuI)  pallion, 
rj/C natures;  where,  re- 
riain  iirgintfi^  it  takes 


the  name  of  eni'ilation.  *T"s  a  pain 
arifiRg  in  our  br  :iit<,  on  coi.tcmpbr  on 
ol  the  iuperi:.ir  :».iv..nr!«ncs  of  ar.o:htr: 
an.i  ii*s  tendcnc  is  tiuly  good,  under 
(ume  certain  re g  l.itions. 

All  honour  very  evidently  depends 
upcn  comparifon  \  ni:d  conlcquently-y  the 
mcie  nunitious  ai^e  our  ru|»eriors,  the 
lin.«lK'r  p  .niun  of  it  falls  to  our  fture. 
(Jc-.fidcied  reiutivciv,  we  are  dwarfs,  or 
f'lariis}  thdu^h,  ronfi'tt-rLd  abfohitely, 
we  are  nci.her.  However,  the  love  of 
tfiiS  leiative  gi.tndrur  is  made  m  part  of 
our  natures  j  and  the  uie  of  eniulaiipn 
is  to  excite  cur  diligeikCc  in  purfuit  o€ 
power,  ior  vV.«  UVt  o^Wti^^vwMJt.  ^V«. 
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every  one*t  cbren'ntlon.  A  vicious 
mi  mil  inltcad  uf  it*«  own  emolument, 
•ihidies  the  debafemcr.t  of  his  Inperior. 
A  pcrfon,  to  plenle  one  of  this  calt, 
miilt  nee4s  dircil  himfcif  of  all  uieful 
qualities  $  ami  in  or>ier  to  he  beloved, 
<dilc(:ver  nothing  that  is  truly  amiable. 
One  may  very  fafcly  fix.  our  elfeem  un 
thole  whom  we  hear  Ibme  people  ilepre- 
ciaie.  Merit  is  to  them  as  uniformly 
odious,  as  the  fun  itle  f  to  the  Mrds  of 
darkncfs.  An  a\nhcr,  to  ivJ*;r  cf  lis 
own  merit,  may  fix  his  l\l  iijon  this 
tribe  of  men;  qiid  Inffcr  hi^  l':«fsfn<^libn 
to  arile  in  due  prcpoiiion  to  thcii  d 1 1 con- 
tent. Th^ir  difapprcbatiun  wili  hilKci- 
ently  influence  every  gcr.eious  bufom  in 
his  favour^  and  I  would  as  implicitly 
give  my  applaufcto  ore  vhom  they  puH 
to  pieces,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu 
worlbip  thole  that  have  been  devoured 
by  apes, 

'Tis  another  perverfion  of  this  paflion, 
though  of  a  lei's  enormous  nature,  when 
it  nterely  Simulates  us  to  rival  others  in 
points  of  no  intrinfic  worth.  To  equal 
others  in  the  ufelefs  parts  of  learning; 
to  puiTue  riches  for  i\\c  fake  of  an  equi- 
pige  as   brilliant;    to  covet  an  equal 


knowledge  of  a  table;  to  vie  in  jockqr* 
Ihip,  or  cunning  at  a  bett.  Thcfe,anJ 
many  other  rivalihips,  anfwer  not  the 
genuine  puqiofes  of  emu ht ion. 

I  believe  the  psiTion  is  oftentimei  de* 
rived  from  a  too  partial  view  of  our  own 
and  others  excellencies.  We  behold  i 
man  pclIifTed  of  fume  particular  advan* 
tage,  and  we^mmt<liatcly  rrfled  upon 
it's  deficiency  in  ourlrlves.  Wc  wait 
not  to  examine  whnt  others  tvc  hawta 
balance  it.  VVc  envy  anodier  mao'l 
bodily  .iccompIi(bnients^  when  our  mm- 
tal  ore?  I'lrj^ht  jTcpouiiernte,  wcnW  we 
put  tlu'u  ir.to  the  licale.  ShoulJ  wt  slk 
our  own  hofoins  whether  we  wouU 
chantre  fituations  altogether,  I  fancy 
lelf- love  would,  generally,  makeuspre^ 
ferour  own  condition.  But  if  onrfen- 
timents  remain  the  latift  af  rer  !uch  in 
examination,  all  we  can  julUy  eoJe*- 
vour  i<  our  own  re«il  advancement.  1o 
meditate  his  detriment  either  infoitnnc, 
power,  or  reputation,  at  the  f:»!rel»nK 
th.at  it  is  infamous,  has  often  a  tendency 
to  deprefs  ourfelves.  But  let  us  confix 
our  emulation  ip  points  of  real  won^j 
to  ijches,  power,  or  knowledge,  omy 
that  we  may  rival  others  in  bcntfictiicf* 
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A  VISION. 


INGENIOUS  vi-as  the  c';vice  of 
iholc  ctiibraied  worlhlc>.  who,  for 
tV.t:  more  eft"ev*:tu3l  promulgation  cf  their 
voti-grounded  maxims,  Hilt  (Mctcndwd 
to  div.nc  ii'.fpir'.itii.n.  **cart  hr  lo  iheir 
riitines!  M:iy  thi*  tu:  f  lie  iijrh.ly  il:  the:r 
iMCiti,  ar.d  the '.ei... live  ovcrrhiif  j.iave 
Yt  as  pcrpt'tual  as  their  memoi'e>!  Well 
Knew  thty,  qtsfllicnlffs,  thar  a  pic;;icJ- 
ing  of  this  n-^iure  nuilt  afTuul  .n.  tKciiTc 
CO  ihcir  mcdtlty,  as  well  ns  ad  J  a  wti^;ht 
to  their  inlh  unions.  For,  fiom  the 
brsinning  of  time,  if  we  ma)  hiliive  the 
hiftoriesof  the  beli  icputt,  man  has  ever 
found  a  dLtight  in  giving  cuilit  to  fnr- 
piizinglivs.  Thtic  vNa«i  indfcd  ntccf- 
fhry  a  (!egrfe  of  credit,  previf:iis  lo  this 
delight;  and  there  was  as  ncctffiuy  a  de- 
light, in  order  to  enforce  any  degree  of 
rri  dit.  V'UX  to  it  w?.s,  iliai  tlir  pltafurc 
infi%  in  a  p'Op'-rtifin  to  the  w  r.'?er;  :md 
jt'tht  lovr  of  wonder  w;k  but  gratified, 
rn  n.r.tTei'w'baiic:  the  t:»'»  wu^  t«..ur.<.\.;d 
t'j'oj)  a  wjTch  or  an  l£;;cria;  on  z  lai,  a 


piei'or,  thcpummH  r,f  a  fwoicf,  aMo«t' 
ec!  ril)vl,  or  a  thiec  foot  lloi^l. 

Or  :'.ll  writers  that  bear  any  rclc:"* 
blanreto  thefe  orif;i.iulf,  thule  whoai- 
proacii  the  neajeil,  ;trc  itich  as  dcUn'"^ 
thi'ir  cxrraorJ.inary  dreams  and  vifK".  *• 
Of  oltmfation  we  mav  r.or,  peradvin- 
ture,  accufe  them,  who  elaim  to  il»ei»^ 
felves  r.o  other  than  !he  merit  or  i'p*.\i'<* 
tois.  Of  w.»nt  of  aliilitiis  wc  ni'.itt  rot 
ccnluif  themj  when  we  jre  given  to 
know  that  their  imagination  had  r.* 
ir.orc  pr.rt  in  the  atPaii,  than  a  wiii'J 
wnli :::;?  W.  *,\\oi'c  various  figures  wl.irb 
Ibme  ci;<rty  ailill  li-picfcnts  thereon. 

'I'hc  tint  meditation  ofafoiitaiy,  if 
the  behaviour   ^f   men  in  atiive  htV. 

*  Ilaplefs  fpccie;,*  1  cryM,  '  how  veijr 

*  gr.'lsly  ai  r  thou  miftakt'n!     How  very 

*  i'lpiU'-,  while  youth   ^ivrmits  ihce  |p 

*  g.isn  the  prize  of  virtue  by  rcllralntJ 

*  llow  viry  ri:lolutp,  wfen  thine*  age 

*  W.AVCs  uothinor  to  ruftrnin  ihcc!  ThoU 
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oic  their  Ycry  being;  and, 
I  overwhelmed  with  oil,  are 
u\  by  indulgence.  What 
ream  of  virtiie,  when  there 
:r  room  for  lei f- denial;  or, 
enemy  expire*  by  ficknrfsy 
the  honpurofa  iriurophr-r- 
n  this  fubje£l,  I  fell  into 

Auinbcr;    and    the  vifion 

it  i'urniftied  me,  ihall  iup- 
s  for  this  eil'ay. 
cthought,  tranfported  into 
ailcy,  on  each  hae  of  whofe 
as  my  eye  could  Ite,  were 
the  manner  of  a  pifture)  all 
obj.'^s  cithtr  of  art  or  na- 
i  roJc  one  beyond  another, 
iih  trees,  or  avlonicd  with 
okcn  locks  coTitiiiltcd  with 
foaming  I  ivers  iJom-ed  head- 
lem  ;  gilck-dlpiies  eiilivenetl 
nihint;  and  lonelbmc  ruins, 
of  wDod.-,  gave  a  Iblemnity 
.  It  would  be  endlefs,  or 
oflible,  to  give  an  idea  of 
riety.  It  feemed  as  though 
whatever  inclinations,  might 
vith  their  favourite  obje6>. 
ftood  amazed,  and  even  con- 
t  lb  arton-.lhing  a  landlkip; 
n  ^ppi  cached  towards  me, 
,  his  aHiltarcc  in  alleviating 
e.  *  Vou  oblervc,'  fays  he, 
ddlc  patij,  a  Main  of  fprighily 
igrims  *,  con.in6ted  by  a  ma- 
a  graver  cu!t.  She  ii  habited, 
nay  obleive,  in  a  robe  far 
ain  aid  fuvplc  than  that  of 
lift  her  followus.  It  is  her 
to  iclhaiii  her  pupils,  that 
Is  glitleriijgon  each  fule  may 
:e  liicn  to  make  excurf'ons, 
!ch  thty  fcavcj  cvt-r  find  their 
y  again.  You  iiuy  not,  per-' 
ijieH  liie  gulj>!i'n  aiut  preci- 
t  lie  int^unsxtrd  amidlt  a  fcc- 
lelighttul  to  the  eye.  You 
ed,  at  a  cor.lidi:-t!>lc  diftance, 
lome  of  a  tenij  leiailVd  on  co- 
f  the  w"it»;lT  mi  ir»>le.  I  muft 
you,  thir  ^"irhm  this  tcmpfr 

ladyl,  wejviiijj  wreaths  of 
1  am'^ian'h  tor  that  woithy 

if  (he  cxtit  her  authcniy; 
their  obedit-nce  .5  more  or  Ufs 
ie  has  aijo  g4t'tivls  ofinrl'- 
t  to  recompui^c  the  ladies  in 


•  Your  own  fagacity,'  added  lie,' 
'  will  fupply  the  place  of  farther  in- 
'  ilruflions;^  and  then  Yaniflied  in  aa 
ihftant. 

The  rpace  before  me,  as  it  appeared, 
was  crofll'd  by  four  fudcelTive  rivers. 
Overthefe  were  thrown  as  many  bridges, 
and  beyond  each  of  thcfe  fti  earns  the 
ground  feemed  to  vary  it's  degree  of  lu(- 
trr,  as  mtich  as  if  it  had  lain  under  n 
different  climate.  Oji  the  fide  of  each 
of  the  (e  rivers  appeared,  as  I  thought,  j^ 
receptacle  for  travellers  j  fo  that  the  jour- 
ney feemed  to  be  portioned  into  four  dif-' 
tinfl  (lagcs.  It  is  poiTible  that  thete 
were  meant  to  reprefent  the  periods  of  ^ 
man*i  life,  which  may  be  dillinguiihcd 
by  the  names  of  infancy,  youth,  man- 
hood, and  old  age. 

Dur?iig  tl'.c  (iril  ftacre,  our  travellers 
procee.lt d  without  n.uch  dilluibancc. 
Their  cxcurfions  were  of  r.o  i^reater  ex- 
tent than  to  crop  aprimrofe,  or  a  daify, 
that  grew  on  the  way -fide;  and  in  thefe 
their  goveineis  indulged  them.  She 
gave  them  but  few  checks,  and  they  af- 
forded her  but  little  occafion.  But  when 
they  arrived  at  the  fecond  period,  the 
cafe  then  was  greatly  altered.  The 
young  ladies  grew  vifibly  enamoured  of 
the  beauties  on  er^ch  fide;  and  the  gover- 
nefs  began  to  feel  a  confcioufnefs  of  her 
duty  torcfbrain  them.  They  petitioned 
clamoroully  to  make  one  (hort  cxcurlion, 
and  met  with  a  decent  rcfufaJ.  One  of 
them,  that  vifibly  fhewed  herfelf  the 
greateft  vixen  and  romp  §  amonglithcm, 
had  a  thcYifand  arts  and  itratagerot  to 
circumvent  her  well  meaning  govemefs. 
T  mull  here  mention,  what  I  remarked 
af..  rwards,  that  Ibme  of  the  pupils  felt 
greater  attractions  in  one  llage;  and 
fome  in  another.  And  the  fccne  before 
them  being  well  variegated  with  moffy 
bmks  and  purling  Ikrcauis,  fnlking 
lambs  and  piping  fhcphcrJs;  inlpired  a 
longing  that  was  inexprcfTi'ole,  to  one 
that  feemed  of  an  amoi  ous  complexion. 
She  requertcd  to  make  a  fhort  digreflion; 
pointed  to  the  band  of  fhephtrds  danc- 
mg;  and,  as  I  obfeivevl,  prefented  a 
glafe,  through  which  the  matron  might 
diftinftiy  vjc^  them.  The  govcrncfs 
applitdthe  gbfs,  and  it  was  wonderful 
to  trace  the  change  it  effected.  She, 
who  before  had  with  mK:h  contlanc]f 
oppofcrd  the  prayeri  of  her  petitioner, 
DOW  began  toWtk  X)Vfi^\^^W^caDa.tA\\ 
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and,  IS  if  flie  herfclf  wtt:e  not  quite  in- 
diifcieat  to  the  (bene  of  picature  ilv:  had 
beheUl,  giew  iemir$  in  her  diili^.liiic, 
foftened  the  hn^uate  of  cliflcnrj  and 
with  a  gentle  rvpiiinHiid»  futifteii  iter 
pupil  to  eiope.  Atter  this,  however, 
ihc  winked  her  eye-.j  that  ihe  nii^^ht  y.fn 
at  leaft  bear  teilimoay  to  the  ilep  fli:  did 
not  approve.  When  ihc  lady  h:id  gra- 
tified her  curiofity,  (be  i-eturnri  fb  liic 
pre(ent|  but  with  an  appe:iie  moic  in- 
flamed, and  moie  iin}>aiient  to  rt})eat 
her  frolic.  Tiic  govci  nels  appeared  un» 
eai'y,  and  to  repent ot'  her  own  CDinpli- 
ance;  and  rcafon  good  (he  liad,  co.ili- 
dering  the  confidei.ce  it  gave  hei*  pwpil, 
and  the  weight  it  luok.  i'lom  her  own  au- 
thority. 

They  were  not  palTcd  fir  from  the 
fecond  ibgeol  iheii  journey,  ereihcy  all 
detei mined  to  rebel,  and  lubniit  tj  the 
tyranny  of  their  Ica'.icr  no  longtr. 

AnolJier  now  took  the  lea«l ;  .ind  feiz- 
ing  an  tmbioiderci  handkerchi-.f,  com- 
pletely hoQilwinkcd  the  diicc\iti>.  All 
r.ow  was  lumu'.t,  anarchy,  dilapcc- 
menlf  snd  conlulion.  Tli'.-y  Icvl  ilitir 
guide  along.  Mind-told,  not  without 
propofals  of  downn^ht  nu'.rd'.T.  I'hry 
ibon  luit  fight  of  tht:  rcguhir  path,  and 
ftrode  along  with  ainarincf  r  »i!i.iity.  I 
Ihould,  however,  cxce  t  loinc  few*, 
who,  being  of  ,i  conipitxiun  ii:»lur:il!y 
languid,  and  tlv/.s  dc]>rivcd  (»f  thtir 
pi  MtJli»:f>,  had  ncithir  Lonitancy  t-t  ktej) 
the  road,  nor  f!»iri:  v'nwuit;!!  tu  liray  far 
fji.in  it.  Thefe  found  li)*.-  ;)iitioit  of 
tlicir  indinai'.ons  j;rnTihtd,  in  f.c.uuiipg 
up  fli  lis  trom  tl:c  hanks  uf  lii.:  rsv- 1, 
ii:oop)n^  folfiis  frniu  liic  n  cks,  t^r  yvj- 
ftivm.r  ^l.mts  tliai  ;;rew  in  \\u  v.iiKy, 
A  n«-.:h  or  bMiT-.-.fly  atfoiticd  tlum  a 
ci'.att,  ami  a  i^rub  cr  btctn-  was  a  f  ii- 
ab:e  con^panion.  But  lo  return  to  the 
vjgnl'.uii.lr. 

'J 'he  l:idy  th-t  performed  thv-  fcr.t  of 
Minding  her  govciucfs,  for  a  tir.K-,  boro 
t:c  cnici  lul-;  and  Ivid  the  ted  in  a  (iaie 
of  fcrvitudc  i  .  Siie  llernvd  ">  Iv.-  n  dctd 
ft)riTied  tor  that  j^owir  :'.nd  i,ianitti;r, 
which  was  Ivr  il».Ii-;h:i  hwu;.  (.(  a  l'.au;re 
re.inrkal>iy  t.:li,  wnh  .ip  an  nf  ..i'.-i'y 
in  hs.T  cc.ry.'  v.i.-.w  li:A  \v\'  <.:i!.  i, 
would  iijn»ci."..(ui  l\[M  uinr  f..i:u  '.^jri- 
♦>.ii-ar'  ^lai.n  .1  i«;n.  As  t'nt^  rii.  j^d 
liicir  v.T.y  to  a  -  :;.u  city,  or.-.  X  w-  i  \A 


loll  and  loiter  on  a  bed  of  roles;  anotW 
wo'ild  ioin  the  dance  of  fheplicrdt,  an^l 
fnineiimes  letire  with  §  one  into  the 
Cw.vcjt.  AH  third  wotdd  n<^t  move  a 
(lep  faither,  til!  flie  lu  I  g't'ured  feme 
ore  that  was waihed  from  iht  mour.taint. 
Wiicn  they  cntrred  the  city,  i.ictr  d  ifi- 
parion  was  vet  more obfcrvablc.  Onr** 
mtox  Gated  herfrlf  with  coidiaU;  ano- 
ther tt  ^'^"^  '-^  quert  of  1  ice  and  e<j'ai- 
pagc.  The  |t  lady,  hiwcver,  at  tMi^ 
time  the  molt  ent  rinizing,  and  who  ('is 
I  mentioned  before)  h  id  K'vtn  fuch  a 
turn  to  their  atfan-s,  ddcovercd  a  I>r:mi;c 
fondnels  h-rftlf.  for  lawn  ;inJ  ermiite, 
emnroi.Icisjd  (tais,  and  goulen  coiiai;;. 
However  diffi:  It  it  teemed  to  itach 
t.»em,  or  liow  iittle  ne.elTary  fo  Vi-rthey 
fcemcd  to  hippii^efs,  thelc  alone  en^ngctl 
her  aitchtionj  and  lo  thJl:  alciu  ner 
hopts  afprcd.  Nay,  (he  went  i'*  far  as, 
in  failuic  of  thc-«»  to  rcfolvc  on  mtfery 
aiul  wilful  wret<>'iicdntfs. 

She  atlenj;th  (ucccedc.l,  at  Icnft  A«  far 
as  to  hnd  how  litilc  ihey  enhmced  her 
happln-vis  J  and  her  foniv.r  co-n)>cei&, 
having  ruined  ihe::- con!titu:ioMs,  w:.c 
o  ccagdu  defirous  r .  have  hwir  qu<.e^ 
reign  over  them.  In  tlioit,  th-.ir  i.^y- 
alry  ic.'.aiiKd  the  r.fcvn:!anr;  iniomuch 
r.u'  wiih  one  C(iidc..t  ihcy  le.j.ovcrd  the 
b  tndaiie  from  \y  r  tvf;,  and  vowed  lo 
obey  bur  lumivd'riciions. 

She  p!omiie<I  t »  pr  tuje  liem  all  the 
happineis  iivit  w.*>  ci.r..ldin?  with  thii»" 
pulcr.t  iiaic;  ;;r..!  ;;.1vi.l  1  r.^c-ju  :.ll  ..o 
f  jiow  h:r  lijvNar.is  u.cp.J.i  they  h..d 
foiiauwi:. 

tJur  tsavclius,  in  n  l!;t!e  time  after 
t  is,  p:.iild  iiMT  the  l);:d^c  i'liai  i;i  ru- 
dii  CO  tni-jM  toti  cii  tioUP.j  r.  :^e.  J.:c 
f'.ilve^t«j,  very  oidtiiv,  re; -ii  .ijt,  ::r..| 
ilciiiif.ivcj  iiit  i,ovcrnLls,m»;!c:  ruid  a:.d 
imp.iiuus  lluiri  tvcr.  Tlic  t.  iTiie*  \. i- 
thirci!,  <iccr'p.d,  la-guiilvn;;  tl..  la- 
ter, iii  g.c:.tcr  v  g.'ur,  i.ihI  n»on  I'.w-n- 
tiJni  ih;;n  bcfj;'.  T^i.-c  aip  rnO  ij 
p'.wduct-  in  ht:  a  vuy  «i'i'i.;ic  ^iftcl  to 
flit  ;t  v^r.;".-"-i  in  !ui  c^  '■•,  n  <.»  >.  S  c 
l.tmc  !,  i:".L' d.  no  m  rL4...:i-.\v  i  .- 
lii.;  .:.»...sii.f,  ii.i  hc.l  .nvl  :*  ^\:-j  :\v.?.y 
b-  i"  c  w.)  is-i  I  1  i^oi  ».unij  »  ;.  ;;s.  biie 
a-;.'..ai-  I  i, .*.;■:  ii  d!cir  '■>  i:i  t^c  icm- 
rr.ar.d.  i'lv:  i-.-ivt,  ;jki  n;c;<.'  li^orcuN  !r. 
til  c<  cii;i.)n.  In  d.^n,  i>  rh  her  . -.vn 
..Ctiviiy,  v.n  J  I'.cl-.ipjn.  Kthnigy  ci  thoic 
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«  condufied,  united  to  m^e 
ler  unlimited  authority.  Nbnr, 
L  more  limited  rule  might  have 
bcdiencey  and  maintained  a  re- 
The  ladies  were  but  liule 
th  the  glare  of  objcAi  on  each 
ay.-  Gne  alone  I  muft  except^ 
beheld  look  wiihfoHyf  with  a 
eye»  towards  the  golden  ore 
>wn  by  the  torrents.  The  go. 
preftntetl,  inthcftrengcft  terms, 
materials  could  not  be  import* 
be  realms  they  were  about  to 
rhat,  were  this  even  the  cafes 
d  be  there  of  no  importance. 
.  (he  had  not  extirpated  the 
his  craving  dame,  wnen  they 
sd  the  temple  to  which  I  for** 
ided. 

mple  flood  upon  a  lofty  hill,  - 
clcd  with  trees  of- never- fading 
Be^veen  the  milk-white  co- 
'hich  were  of  the  Doric  order, 
;ilt,  as  alfo  the  capitals)  a  blaze 
(Tued.  of  fuch  fupeiior  luftre, 
befide  the  ^vemefs  was  able 
:h  it.  She,  indeed,  widi  a  de- 
ntenance,  drew  near  unto  the 
who  gently  waved  her  hand 
^  of  falutation. 
atron  feenied  lefs  danled,  than 
with  her  exceiTive  beaiitv.  She 
ler  with  reverence,  and  with 
idence  began  to  mention  their 
to  her  favour.  'She  muft  own, 
been  too  remifs  in  the  begin* 


*  ning  of  bcr,goverranent  ;  (he  hoped 

*  it  would  be  attributed  to'  inexperience 

*  in  the  fubtle  wiles  of  her  fcUow-tral* 

<  vellers.  She  flattered  heilelf,  that  htf 

<  fcverity  towards  the  conclujSoQ  qf  tier 

*  journey  micht  in  fome  foi  t  make  atone- 

*  meiit  tor  her  mi(bebaviour  in  the'bc- 

*  ginning;.    Laflly,  that  (he  (bmet^met 

*  found  It  impoflabjie  to  hear  the  dilates 
>  qf  the  godjefs  amid  the  clamours  of 
'*  her  pupils,  and  the  din  of  their  per* 

*  fuafions.* 

To  this  the  godded^  made  indy-w 
*  You  have  heard/    faid  (he,  '  np 

*  doubt,  that  the  favours  I  beftow,  are 

*  by  no  means  confiftent  with' a  ftate  of 

*  inaflivity.  The  only  time  wbien  you 
^  were  allowed  an  opportunity  to  de- 

<  ierve  tliem,  was  the  time  when  youjr 

<  pupils  were  the  moft  refraAory  and 

*  perverfe.    The  honours  you  cxpe£^  in 

*  my  court  are  proportionea  to  the  di%r 

<  culty  of  a  good  unila  taking.    May 

*  you,  hereafter,  partake  them,  in  re- 

*  ward  of  your  more  vigorous  condu£l : 

*  for  the  prefent,  you  are  little  entitle^ 
'  to  any  rccompence  from  me.    As  to 

*  your  pupils,    I   obferve,   tbey  havp 

*  pafTed  fentence  upon  themfclvcs.* 

At  this  inftant  of  time  the  bell  run|r 
for  flipper,  and  avtraked  me  :  I  foun9 
the  gardener  by  my  fide,  prepared  to 
plant  a  parcel  of  trees  j  and  that  I  had 
(lumbered  away  the  hours,  in  which  I 
(hould  have  given  him  fuitable  direc- 
tions. 


ESSAY    XXII. 

VKCONNECTED  THOUGHTS  ON  GAaDENING. 


PEKING  may  be  divided  into 
e  f}A:cits— kitchen-gar'4.cning 
>gaidc ning— and  Und(kip,  or 
e-gardening:  which  lattens  the 
ended  in  the  following  pages, 
in  pleating  the  imagination  by 
grandeur,  beauty,  or  variety, 
icemerclyrhas  no  (hai-e  hci'e,any 
n  as  it  pleafesthe  imagination. 
;  the  divifion  of  the  pleafures 
ation,  according  as  they  are 
:he  great,  the  various,  and  the 
may  be  accurate  enough  for 
t  purpofe  :  why  each  of  thein , 
with  pleafure  may  be  traced  in 


other  authors.  See  Burke,  Hutchin- 
fon,  Geiard,  the  Theory  of  agreeablt 
Sen  rations,  5:c*. 

There  fcera  however  to  be  fome  oh* 
jc£ts,  which  afford  a  pleafure  not  redu» 
cible  to  either  of  the  foregoing  heads. 
A  ruin,  for  inftance,  may  be  neither 
new  to  us,  nor  majeflic,  nor  beautiful, 
yet  afibrd  that  pleating  melancholy  which 
procrcdt  fixnn  a  reflexion  on  decayed 
magnificence.  For  this  reaibn,  an  ahU 
gaiSener  (hould  avail  himfelfofohjeds^ 
perhaps,  not  very  ftriking;  if  thcyfervc 
to  conneiR  ideas,  that  convey  refleQioot 
of  the  pleafin^  kind.  ■ 


n-fceoei  may  perhaps  be  aiviaed  into  the  fublimt,  the  beautiful,  and  th*  mev 
peofivf  i  to  which  laft  I  kaow  not  but  mt  asmy  aflicn  amiddle  ^\ua  bMwak^ 
a#Aeuviofome£ntcoaipoiiB4ofbotlu    Sca^oika^&vMAPK^  .      . 
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Objefti  Aiould  indeed  be  lefs  calcu- 
lated to  ftrike  the  immediate  eye,  than 
Chejodgment  or  well -formed  imagixu- 
tion;  as  in  painting. 

It  is  no  objedion  to  the  pleafure  of 
noveltjy  that  it  makes  an  ugIyobie£( 
more  difim;rteable.  It  is  enough  that 
it  produces  a  ruperiority  betwixt  things 
in  other  refpefti  equal.  It  feemsy  on 
tom^  occafions,  to  go  even  farther.  Are 
there  not  broken  recks  and  rugged 
grounds^  to  which  we  can  hardly  attri- 
bute either  beauty  or  graBvleur  $  and 
ysty  when  introduced  near  an  extent 
of  lawB,  impart  a  pleafure  equal  to 
more  (hapely  fcenes  ?  Thus  a  leries  of 
lawn,  though  ever  fo  beautiful,  may 
fatiate  and  cl6y,  unlefs  the  eve  pufkn  to 
them  from  wilder  fcenes;  anj  then  they 
acquire  the  grace  of  novelty. 

Variety  appears  to  me  to  derive  good 
part  of  tt*s  tfkSt  from  novelty;  as  the 
eye,  pafling  from  one  form  or  colour,  to 
a  form  or  colour  of  a  different  kind,  finds 
a  degree  of  novelty  in  it's  prcfcnt  objcft, 
which  affords  immediate  fatisfaf^ion. 

Variety  however,  in  fome  inlianccs, 
may  be  carried  to  fuch  excefs  as  to  lofe 
it's  whole  efFt^.  1  have  obfervcvl  ceil- 
ings fo  crammed  with  ftucco-ornHments, 
that,  although  of  the  moft  ditFcrent 
kinds,  they  have  produced  an  unifor- 
mity.  A  fufHcient  quantity  of  unde- 
corlted  fpace  is  neceflHry  to  exhibit  fuch 
decorations  to  advaniaje. 

Ground  fliould  firft  be  confi^^ered 
with  an  eye  to  it's  peculiar  charader; 
whether  it  be  the  grand,  the  favagc,  the 
fprightiy,  the  melancholvi  the  horrid, 
or  the  beautiful.  As  one  or  other  of 
theft  characters  prevai.l,  one  may  fomc- 
vhat  llrengthcn  it's  effe6^,  by  allowingr" 
every  part  iome  denomination,  and  then 
Aipporting  it's  title  by  fuitable  appen- 
dage*. For  inlfance,  The  lover's  walk 
may  have  afllgnation  feats,  with  proper 
mottoes— *urns  to  faithful  lovers— tro- 
phies, garlands,  8cc,  by  means  of  art. 
What  an  a  Ivantage  muft  ibme  Italian 
ieats.  dciive  from  the  circumftance  of 
being  fituate  on  ground  mentioned  in 
the  claffies?  And  even  in  England, 
«rherever  a  park  or  eardcn  happens  to 
have  been  the  feene  of  any  event  in  hil'- 
tory,  one  would  furely  avail  one's  felf 
of  that  cireumttance,  to  make  it  more 
interefting  to  the  imagination.  Mottoes 
iboujd  alrjde  to  it ;  coIumns»  &c.  re» 
eord  iff  verfcs  moralise  upon  it;  ai\d 
canoStf  stitivt  iV%  Aare  oi  pleaftf»e. 


In  defigning  a  houft  and  gardenib  '^ 
IS  happy  when  there  is  an  opportnaity 
of  maintaining  a  fubordinatioo  of  pntii 
the  houfe  to  luckily  placed  as  to  exbiUc 
a  view  of  the  whole  deiign.  I  hare  fomr* 
times  thought  that  there  was  rogoi 
for  it  to  referable  an  epic  or  druastic 
poem.  It  is  rather  to  be  wiihed  thaa 
required,  that  the  more  ftriking  fccncs 
may  fucceed  thofe  which  are  lefs  fi>. 

Talle  depends  much  upnn  temper. 
Some  prefer  Tibuliua  to  Virgil,  and 
Virpil  to  Homer— Hagley  to  PerifieM, 
and  Persfield  to  the  Weiih  mountains. 
This  occaHons  the  different  prefertnccs 
that  are  given  to  fituations.  A  gardea 
ftrrkes  us  moli,  where  the  grand  and 
the  pleating  fucceed,  not  intermingle 
with,  each  other. 

I  believe,  however,  the  fiihlime  hu 
generally  a  deeper  cffeft  than  the  merely 
beautiful. 

I  ufe  the  words  Landikip  and  Ph»- 
fpe£t,  the  former  as  expreiTive  of  horns 
fcenes,  the  litter  of  ditlant  images. 
Proi'pe^s  (houl  J  take  in  the  blue  diltant 
hillsi  but  never  io  remotely,  thatthny 
be  not  dit^inguiOiable  from  clouds.  Vit 
this  mere  extent  is  what  the  vulgar  value. 
LandAcip  Aiouid  contain  variety 
enough  to  form  a  pi£Vure  upon  canvas; 
and  this  is  no  bad  tefl,  as  I  think  the 
landfkip-painter  is  the  g<irriener's  beft 
defigner.  The.  eye  requires  a  fort  of 
balance  here;  but  not  fo  as  to  encntacb 
upon  probable  nature.  A  wood,  or 
hill,  may  balance  a  houl'c  or  obelilk;  for 
exaflnefs  would  be  difpleafing.  We 
form  cur  notions  from  what  we  haTC 
fecn;  and  though,  could  we  coinpre* 
bend  the  univevfe,  we  might  perhaps 
find  it  uniformly  regular;  yet  the  poi- 
tions  that  we  fee  of  it,  habituate  our 
fancy  to  the  contrary. 

The  eye  (hould  alwavs  look  railwr 
down  upon  water:  cuitomary  nawre 
make!;  this  requifite.  I  know  notninj 
more  Tenfibly  difplcating  than  Mr.T— 's 
fiat  ground  betwixt  his  terras  ar.d  h>s 
water. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  the  h^^' 
nefs  of  former  time-i   for  ftialghf-lis"^'^ 
avenues  to  their  houfts;  l}raigh»-lin«;» 
walks  through    rhe-ir  woods;   andi   *^ 
fiioj  t,  every  kind  of  ftraight  line;  wb*;"' 
the  foot  \%  to  travel  over,  what  the   ^* 
has  done  before.     Th's  clrcumftars^^'l 
one  objeaion.     Another,  fomewh9  •  ?* 
the  fame  kind,  is  the  repetition  qf     \ 
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A  cottige  if  a  pleafing  ohjtfft,  ptrtlf 
on  account  of  the  inrietv  it  majr  intro- 
duce;  on  mccoitnt  of  the  tnnqvilKtf 
thttt  i'eems  to  reign  there)  and  periiipt 
(I  am  fomewhar  afraid)  on  account  of 
th«  pride  of  haman  natures 

Lcmgi  shewlut  fptSart  lahvrm* 

In  a  fcene  prefented  to  the  eye,  ol^e^ 


ther.  A  third  ii»  that  this 
urchafed  by  the  loft  of  that 
ich  the  natural  country  fup- 
where,  in  a  greater  or  Jtf$ 

0  ftand  ftill  and  furvey  fuch 
ay  afford  fome  Hender  fatif- 
rough  the  change  derived 
£>ive;  but  to  move  on  con- 

1  find  no  change  of  fcene  in 
:tendant  on  our  change  of    fliould  never  lie  fo  much  to  the  rij;ht  or 

give  a£lual  pain  to  a  perfon     left,  at  to  give  it  any  uneafineft  in  the 

Sometimet,  however,  it 


''or  fuch  an  one  to  be  con- 
pafs  along  the  famous  vifta* 
ow  to  r;:ter(burg,   or  that 

Agra  to  Lahor  in  India, 
ihUgreeable  a  fentence,  at  to 
led  to  labour  at  the  gaiiiet. 

(omt  idea  of  the  (enfation 
el,  from  walking  but  a  few 
-vnuired,  betwixt  Lord  D— 's 
yew-hedges;  which  run  ex- 
tl,  at  the  didance  of  about 
id  are  contrived  pcrfeftly  to 
kind  of  objects  whatfuever. 
building,  Of  other  ohjcfl,  has 
'iewed  from  it*s  nropcr  point, 
>ul(1  never  travel  to  it  by  the 
wtiich  the  eye  has  travelled 
'.  Lofe  the  obje6^,  and  draw 
|uciy. 

-trees  in  viiUs  fhould  be  fo 
red  as  to  afford  a  probability 
lew  by  natui-e. 
1  ftrutliircs  appear  to  derive 
r  of  pleafing  from  the  irrc- 
furface,  which  is  VARIETY  j 
itude  they  afford  the  imagi- 
conceive  an  enlargement  of 
infions,  or  to  recoiled);  any 
ircumttances  appertaining  to 
•»e  grandeur,  (o  far  as  con- 
idtur  and  lolcmnity.  The 
hem  fhould  be  as  bold  and 
x>flible.  If  n»ere  beauty  be 
(which  however  is  not  their 
lencc)  the  waving  line,  with 

tranfition!(,  will  become  of 
|X)rt:ince.  ^  Events  reUting  to 

be  limulate<t  by  numherlel's 
:e>;  but  it  i-  ever  to  be  rc- 


exanimation. 

may  be  better  to  admit  valuable  c^^ 
even  with  this  difa^lvantage.  They 
fliould  elfe  never  be  feen  beyond  a  cei- 
tain  angle.  The  eye  muft  be  eafy,  be- 
fore it  can  be  pieafedb 

No  mere  dope  from  one  fide  to  the 
other  can  be  agreeable  ground  t  the  eye 
requires  a  baunce,  u  tk  a  degree  of 
uniformity;  but  thit  may  be  otnerwife 
effe^edy  and  the  rule  ftiotild  be  under* 
ftoo<i  with  fome  limitation. 

«— Each  alley  has  it's  brother^ 

And  half  the  plaUorm  juft  ttit€t%  the  other. 

Let  us  examine  what  mi|y  be  faid  in 
favour  of  tliat  regularity  which  Mr^ 
Pope  expofes.  Might  he  not  fecoBingly 
as  well  object  to  the  difpoGtion  of  in 
human  face,  becaufe  it  has  an  eye  or 
cheek  that  'is  the  very  piflure  of  it*s 
companion?  Or  does  not  Providence^ 
who  has  obfervcd  this  regularity  in  the 
external  ftru6^ure  of  our  bodies  and  dif- 
regnrded  it  within,  feem  to  confider  it 
as  a  beauty?  The  arms,  the  limbt»  and 
the  feveral  parts  of  them  correfpondy  but 
it  is  not  the  fame  cafe  with  the  thorax 
and  the  abdomen.  1  believe  one  it  ge- 
nerally felicitous  for  a  kind  of  balance 
in  a  landflcip;  an<S  if  I  am  not  mif- 
taken,  the  painters  generally  fumiAi 
one:  a  building  for  inftance  on  onefide* 
contrafted  by  a  group  of  tree*,  a  large 
oak,  or  a  rifing  hill,  on  the  other* 
Whence  then  does  thit  ufte  proceed* 
but  fiom  the  love  we  bear  to  regularity 
pel  feftion  ?   After  all.  in  legard  to 


»n  ^  -       . 

gardens,  the  fhapc  of  ground,  the  dif- 
,  that  high  hills  and  fudden     pofition  of  trees,  and  the  figure  of  \»a- 
-e  moll  hiitaliietocaftles;  and     ^^r,  mutt  he  lacred  to  naturej  and  no 
s,  near  wood  and  water,  molt     fo,nis  mult  be  allowed  that  makea  dif- 
covcrv  of  art. 

Alt  trees  have  a  chara^er  analogous 
to  that  of  nient  oaks  are  in  all  refpe^tt 
the  perfca  image  of  the  manly  cha- 
ra^er  t  in  former  timca  I  Ihould  1ik<« 


if  the  ufual  htuation  for  ah 
religious  houfes}  large  oaks, 
ar,  are  effential  to  thefe  latter; 


iching  armSf  and  reverend  height^ 
m  rel'gijus  light. 


•  111  Mantefquiea,  entifte, 


1-* 
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,&ttli  afid  inprefent  timet  I  think  I  am 
•anthorifed  to  fay,  the  Britifh  one.  As 
'ft  hraTc  man  is  not  Aiddenly  either  elated 
by  profperity  or  deprelTed  by  advcrfiry, 
i!6  the  oak  difplays  not  it^s  verdure  on 
the  run*«  6 id  approach;  nor  drops  it| 
en  his  firft  departure.  Ad<t  to  this  it's 
ma.icfiic  appearance,  the  rough  gi-andeur 
(of  it's  bark,  and  the  wide  prote^ion  of 
it*f.  branches. 

A  Nrge,  branching,  aged  oak,  is  per- 
haps the  inoli  venerable  of  all  inanimate 
obfe^U. . 

Urns  are  more  folemn,  if  large  and 
plain;  more  bejutiful,  if  lefs  and  orna- 
Biented.    -Solemnity   is    perhaps   their 

Soint»  and  the  fituation  of  thena  (hould 
ill. co-operate  with  it. 
By  the  way,  I  wonder  that  lead  fta- 
fwsA  a»e  not  more  in  vogue  in  our  mo- 
dern g^dens.  Though  they  may  not 
jftxprcfs  the  ftner  lines  of  an  human 
body,  yet  they  fecm  perfeflly  well  cal- 
culated, on  account  of  their  duration, 
to  embellifh  landfkips,  were  they  Come 
degrees  inferior  to  what  we  generally 
l)ehold.  A  (latuc  in  a  room  challenges 
examination,  and  is  to  be  examined  cri- 
tically as  a  ifatue.  A  fbtue  in  a  gar- 
.den  is  to  be  confidered  as  one  part  of  a 
fcene  or  hndlkip;  the  minuter  touches 
are  ho  more  efleiitial  to  it,  than  a  good 
Lmdikip- painter  would  efteem  them 
were  he  to  reprefcnt  a  ftatue  in  his 
picture. 

Appai-ent  art,  in  it's  proper  province, 
is  almoft  as  important  as  apparent  na- 
ture. They  contraft  ^{;reeably;  but 
their  provinces  evtr  fhould  be  kept  di- 
llinft. 

Some  artificial  beauties  are  fo  dex- 
.teroufly  managed,  that  one  cannot  but 
conceive  them  natural;  Tome  natural 
ones  fo  extremely  fortunate,  that  one  is 
ready  to  fwear  they  are  artificial- 
Concerning  fcenes,  th?  more  uncom- 
mon they  appear,  the  .better,  provided 
they  form  a  piflure,  and  include  no< 
thing  that  pretends  to  be  of  nature's 
production,  and  is  not.  The  fhape  of 
ground,  the  fite  of  trees,  and  the  fall 
.of  water,  natiue's  province.  Whatever 
thwaru  her  is  treaCon. 

On  the  other  band,  buildings  and 
the  works  of  art  need  have  no  other  re« 
f^refcc  to  nature  than  that  they  aSFcrd  the 
iiirtjUM*  with  which  the  haman  mind  is 

Art'tho'iid  hevn  L*  allowed  to  fct  n 
fyQt  in  she  provinct  of  nawrf ,  otbrr- 


wife  than  dandcftinely  and  by  wfht 
Whenever  flie  is  allowed  to  appear  here, 
and  men  begin  to  comproniile  the  dif- 
ference—night, gothicifm,  cbnfttfion, 
and  abfoluic  chaos,  ai-e  come  agam. 

To  fee  one's  urnS|  otH:lifkN,  a:idiri. 
terfalis  laid  open;  the  nakednefsof  oor 
beloved  millreflfcs,  the  Naiads  ivA  the 
Dryads,  expo&d  py  t'nac  rutfian  Wisftf 
to  uniVerfal  obiervation;  is  a  fcvoity 
feared y  to  be  fupported  by  the  help  of 
blazing  hearths,  chearful  con\p»nionSi 
and  a  bottle  of  the  molt  grateful  Bor- 
gundy. 

The  works  of  a  perfon  that  buiWsi 
begin  immediately  to  decay;  whift  thoie 
of  him  who  |>lants  t>egin  direftly  to  im- 
prove. In  this,  planting  promilcs  a 
more  lafting  pleafure  than  building; 
which,  were  it  to  remain  in  equal  per- 
fe^ion,  would  at  belt  begin  to  moohkr 
and  want  repairs  in  imagination.  Ko^ 
trees  have  a  circumllancc  that  fuitseuf 
tafte»  and  that  is  annual  variety.  It  it 
inconvenient  indeed,  if  they  caufe  our 
love  of  life  to  take  root  and  Aourifli  wifh 
themj  whereas  the  veiy  famenefsof  our 
ftruftures  will,  without  the  help  of  di- 
lapidation, ferve  to  wean  ut  from  oa^ 
att:)chment  to  them. 

It  is  a  cuftom  in  fome  countries  to 
condemn  the  characters  of  thofe  (afttT 
death)  that  have  neither  planted  a  trR# 
nor  begot  a  child. 

The  tafte  of  the  citiaen  and  of  tfcc 
mere  peafant  are  in  all  refpeAs  tbefame. 
The  former  gilds  his,  liails;  paints  his 
ftonework  and  ftatues  white;  plants  hifr 
trees  in  lines  or  circles;  cuts  his  yew- 
trees  four-fquare  or  conic;  or  givei 
them  what  he  can  of  tbe  referablance  of 
,  birds,  orliears,  or  men;  fquirtsuphis 
rivulets  in  jetteaus;  in  ffaorty  admires 
no  part  of  nature,  but  her  ductility; 
exhibits  every  thing  that  is  glaring,  that 
implies  expence,  or  that  effeAs  a  far- 
prize  becnufe  it  is  unnatural.  The 
peafant  is  his  admirer. 

It  is  always  to  be  rememt)ered  in  gar- 
dening, that  fublimity  or  magnificence, 
and  beauty  or  variety,  are  very  diffitreDt 
things.  Every  fcene  we  fee  in  nature  is 
either  tame  and  infipid,  or  compouodcd 
of  thofe.  It  often  happens  that  the  (ame 
ground  may  receive  from  art,  etcher 
cei  tain  degrees  of  fublimity  and  mag« 
rificence,  or  certain  degrees  of  variety 
and  beauty?  or  a  mtxtuieof  each  kind. 
In  l\\\\  t^Vt  xx.  r«Tc\u\tv«  to  t>e  conlidered 
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Itnarkable,  whether  at  obje£l$  of  beauty 
or  magiiificence.  Even  the  temper  of 
the  proprietor  fhonld  not  perhaps  be 
wholly  difrc^arJtfd:  for  certain  com- 
plexions of  fogl  wil!  prefer  an  oringe- 
trse  or  a  myrtle,  to  an  oak.  or  cedar. 
Howfvcf,  thin  fhould  not  induce  a  gar- 
dener to  parcel  out  a  lavrn  into  knots  of 
ftrnbbery;  or  ineeft  a  mountain  with  a 
garb  of  rofes.  This  would  be  like  drefl*- 
ing  t  giant  in  a  farfenet  gown^  or  a  Sa- 
racen*! head  in  a  Bruflfels  nightcap.  In- 
deed the  imal]  circular  clumps  of  firs, 
which  I  r«e  planted  upon  fome  fine  large 
fvreiU,  put  me  often  in  mind  of  acoio- 
nct  placCil  on  an  elephant  or  camePs 
.back.  I  lay,  a  gardener  (hould  not  do 
^his,  anymore  than  a  }..  ..  fhould  at- 

.  tempt  to  write  of  the  king  ot  A^rufTia  in 
the  ttyie  of  Philips.    On  the  other  fule, 

■  what  would  become  of  Lclbia*s  fjurrow, 
ftpuid  it  bi2  crcai'ed  in  the  fame  language 
•iih  tiie  anger  of  Achilles  ? 

Ganieners  may  be  divided  into  three 
.^*«  the  liindfkip  gardener,  the  parterre 
gsnlcneri  and  the  kitchen  ^-.irdcner, 
'S^jeably  to  our  lirft  divlfion  of  tgar- 

I  hate  ufcd  the  word  landiklp-gar* 
<^rs;  hecaule,  in  purfuance  of  our  prc- 
^fnt  tafte  in  gardening,  every  good 
Pinter  of  lantltkip  appears  to  me  the 
"^  pnoper  defigner.  The  misfortune 
^f  it  is,  that  thefc  painters  are  a]>t  to 
^^vA  the  execution  of  their  work 
^"'^h  more  than  the  choice  of  fubitdt. 

The  arc.  of  dilbincing  and  approxi- 
"^ingcomn  truly  within  their  fphcre: 
'^l^  former  by  the  gradual  diminution  of 
^in^^nefsi  and  of  fize;  the  latter  by 
^  retrrfe.  A  ftraight-lined  avenue 
that  is  widened  in  front,  and  nltnted 
*h«ewith  ewe-trees,  then  fii-s,  then  with 
?*t  more  and  more  fady,  till  they  end 
^  the  almond- willow,  or  fliver  cfier; 
'pll  profluce  a  very  remarkable  decep- 
"^  of  the  forpier  kind;  which  deccp- 
^  Will  he  encreafed,  if  the  nearer  daik 
*»««  ate- proportionable  and  truly  larger 
^i^n  thofe  at  the  end  of  the  avenue  that 
■**  more  fady. 

To  diftaince  a  building,  plant  as  near 
V^w  can  to  it,  two  or  three  circles  of 
■^»fitrent-colourcd  greens.  Ever-greens 
*>%  bell  for  all  fuch  piirpofes.  Supfsofe 
|^«teuter  one  of  holly,  and  the  next  of 
"Veil  &c.  the  confeqnence  will  be  that 
'^t  imagination  immediately  allows  a 
^S^  betwixt  thefe  cirehs,  and  another 
^ifmxt  tbe  boufe  2nd  them ;  and  as  the 


imagined  fpace  is  indeterminate,  if  your 
buiiJini:;  bt  dim-coloured,  it  will  not  ap- 
pear inconiiJerable.  The  imagination 
is  a  greater  magnifier  than  i  miciofccpic 
gUfs.  And  on  this  hcud,  I  have  known 
fome  inllanccs,  \'.hf  .'c,  by  Ihewing  inter- 
mediate ground,  the  diilance  has  ap- 
peared lei's,  than  while  an  hedge  or  grove  ■ 
concealed  it. 

Hedges,  appearing  as  fuch,  are  unU 
verfally  ba<l.  They  dilcover  art  in  na- 
ture's province. 

Trees  in  hedges  partake  of  their  arti- 
firiality,  and  become  a  part  of  them. 
There  is  no  more  fudden  and  obvious 
improvement,  than  an  hedge  removed^ 
and  the  trees  remaining^  yet  not  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  mark  ou^  ihe  i'oi  mc-i  hcdgrj. 

Water  (hould  ever  appear  as  an  irre* 
gular  lake,  or  winding  Itrcnm. 

Ifi inds  give  btauiy,  if  the  water  be 
adequate;  but  Iclll'n  grandeur  through 
variety. 

It  was  the  wife  remark  of  fome  faga- 
cicus  obfcrvcr.  That  fapiiliarity  is,  for 
the  moll  parr,  productive  of  contempt. 
GraccleTs  offspring  of  To  amiable  a  pa- 
rent! Unfortunate  beings  that  we  are, 
who:c  enjoyments  mull  be  either  check* 
ed,  or  prove  <!eftiu£live  of  themfelves. 
Our  pillions  aie  permitted  to  fip  a  little 
plcafurci  but  arccxtinguifhal  by  indul- 
gence, like  a  lamp  ovciwhelmcd  with 
oil.  Hence  we  ncgleft  the  beauty  with 
which  we  have  been  irulmatej  ncr  would 
any  addition  ii  could  receive;,  prove  an 
equiviii.nr  for  the  advantage  it  derived 
from  tlie  Hrfl  imprcf^ion.  Thus,  negli- 
gent of  graces  that  have  the  merit  of 
reality,  we  too  ofit-n  prefer  imaginary 
ones  that  have  only  the  charm  cf  novel- 
ty :  antl  hence  we  may  account.  In  gene- 
ral, for  the  preference  of  art  to  naturCf 
in  our  old-fadiioncd  gardens. 

Art,  indeed,  is  often  rcquifite  to  col- 
le6l  and  cpiton.ixo  the  Vjcautics  of  nature; 
but  (ho'.ild  ntver  be  lufFcrcd  to  fet  her 
maik  upon  tl.cir. :  1  mean,  in  regard  to 
thole  aiticie*;  that  arc  of  nature's  pro- 
vince} the  fhaping  of  ground,  thejdant- 
ing  of  ti'ees,  and  the  difpolitioii  of  lakes 
and  rivulets.  Many  more  particulars 
will  foon  occiir,  which,  however,  (he  is 
allowed  to  regulate,  fonewhat  clandef- 
tinely,  upon  the  following  account- 
Man  is  not  capable  of  comprehending 
tlie  univerfe  at  one  furvey.  Had  he  fa- 
culties equal  to  this,  he  might  well  bi^ 
cenfured  for  ^n^  m\Tv>i^  tt^'^'xxx^Aft  ^S. 
hit  own ,    1\  wtit  i\ft  ^me  ^  ■*»  \i » \tiVv?. 
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preftnt  fituition»  he  ftrove  to  find  amufe- 
ment  in  contriving  the  fabric  of  an  ant*s 
Jieil,  or  the  partitions  of  a  bee- hive.  But 
we  are  placed  in  the  corner  of  a  fpherc; 
cndaed  neither  with  organs,  nor  allowed 
a  Nation,  proper  to  give  us  an  tiniverfal 
view;  or  to  exhibit  to  us  the  variety,  the 
orderly  proportions,  and  difpofittons  of 
the  fyllcm.  We  perceive  many  breaks 
and  blemifhes,  feveral  neglef^ed  and  un- 
▼ariegated  places  in  the  part;  which,  in 
the  whole,  would  appear  either  imper- 
ceptihle,  or  beautiful.  And  wc  might 
as  rationally  expert  a  fnail  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  beauty  of  our  parterres,  flopes, 
and  terrafTes ;  or  an  ant  to  prefer  our 
buildings  to  hejc  own  orderly  range  of 
granaries;  as  that  man  (hall  be  fatisfied, 
without  a  (ingle  thought  that  he  can  im- 
ptrove  the  fpot  that  falls  to  his  (hare.  But, 
though  art  be  neceifary  for  col  left  ing 
nature*s  beauties,  by  what  reafon  is  (he 
authorized  to  thwart  and  to  oppofe  her? 
Why  fantaftically  endeavour  to  human- 
ize thofe  vegetables,  of  which  nature, 
difcreet  nature,  thought  it  proper  to  make 
trees?  Why  endow  the  vegetable  bird 
with  wings,  which  nature  has  matie  mo- 
mentarily dependent  upon  the  Toil?  Here 
art  feems  very  affe£ledly  to  make  a  dif- 
play  of  that  induftry,  which  it  is  her 
glory  to  concaal.  The  ftone  which  re- 
prelents  an  aileriflc,  is  valued  only  on 
account  of  it*s  natural  produftion:  nor 
do  we  view  with  ^jleafure  the  hboured 
carvings  and  futile  diligence  of  Gothic 
artiftf.  We  view,  with  much  more  fa- 
tisfaftion,  fome  plain  Grecian  fabric, 
where  art,  indeed,  has  been  equally,  but 
lefs  viGbly,  induftnous.  It  is  thus  we, 
indeed,  admire  the  (hining  texture  of  the 
filk-worroi  but  we  loath  the  puny  au- 
thor, when  (he  thinks  proper  to  emerge, 
and  to  difguft  us  with  the  appearance  of 
fo  vile  a  ^rub. 

But  this  is  merely  true  in  regard  to 
the  particulars  of  natxire's  province; 
wherein  art  can  only  appear  as  the  mo(i 
abjeft  va(ral>  and  had,  therefore,  better 
not  appear  at  all.  The  cafe  is  different 
where  (be  hat  thedireftion  of  buildings* 
ufeful  or  ornamental:  or,  perhaps,  claims 
as  much  honour  from  temples,  as  the 
deities  to  whom  they  are  infcribed.  Here 
then  it  is  her  intereft  to  be  feea  as  much 
as  pofltble:  and,  though  nature  appear 
doubly  beautiful  by  the  coDtra(t  her 
drvAwn  fwmiih,  it  is  not  eafy  for  her 


to  confer  a  benefit  which  m 
(ide,  will  not  repay. 

A  rural  fcene,  to  me,  is  n 
without  the  addition  of  fc 
building:  indeed  I  have  kno 
rock-work,  ingreat  meafup 
deficiency. 

In  gardening,  it  is  no  fir 
enforce  cither  gnmleur  01 
furprize;  for  initance,  by  a' 
tion  from  their  contraries— 
llrefsupon  furprize  only;  1 
on  the  furprize  occniloned 
without  including  any  nob 
is  a  fymptom  of  bad  tafte,  s 
fondne(^  for  mere  concetto. 

Grandeur  and  beauty  are 
po(ite,  that  you  often  dimini: 
you  encreafc  the  other.  Va 
a-kin  to  the  latter,  (implicit; 
mer. 

Suppo(e  a  large  bill  V} 
with  large  patches  of  diffen 
clumps,  fcais  of  rock,  cha 
villages,  or  farra-houfes;  y< 
perhaps,  a  more  beautiful 
much  lefs  grand  than  it  was 

In  many  inftances,  it  is  1 
to  compound  your  fcene  of 
grandeur— Suppofe  a  magr 
arifing  out  of  a  well-variegai 
would  bedifadvantageousto 
beauty,  by  nteans  dettru6live 
nificence. 

There  may  poffibly,  but  1 
happens  to  be  any  occa(ion  t 
leys,  with  trees  or  otherwifc 
the  mod  part  the  gardener^s 
remove  trees,  or  aught  that 
low  ground;  and  to  give,  a 
ture  allows,  an  artificial  emi 
high. 

The  hedge- row  apple- tre 
ford (li ire  afrord  a  mott  beaut 
at  the  time  they  are  in  bloflc 
profpeft  would  be  really  gn 
confift  of  (imple  foliage.  F 
reafoDy  a  large  oak  (or  bet 
tumn,  is  a  grander  obje^i  tl: 
in  fpring.  The  fprightly  g 
obfufcated. 

Smoothnefs  and  eafy  tranf 
fmatl  ingredients  in  the  beaut 
and  reflangular  breaks  have 
nature  of  the  fublimc.  Thu 
fpire  is,  perhaps,  a  more  b> 
je&  than  a  tower,  which  is  j 

Many  of  the  difFerent  opi 
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ierrnce  to  be  git  en  to  feats* 
'.  owing  to  want  of  diftinc- 
Ae  beautiftil  and  the  mag« 
rh  the  former  and  the  lat- 
Jt*  there  are  imaginations 
lapted  to  the  one*  and  to 

Ml  thought  an  open,unin- 
lign  counti7»  formed  the 
Somewhat  here  it  to  be 
Large  unvarieg^ted,  fimple 
:he  beitpreteniions  to  iub- 
:  mountain,  wbofe  fides  are 


unvaried  with  obje£ks,  is  gnknder  than 
one  with  infinite  varietr:  out  then  ft;*! 
beauty  is  proportionably  lefs. 

However,  I  think  a  plain  fpace  near 
the  eye  gives  it  a  kind  ot  liberty  it  loves  s 
and  then  the  pi£lure,  whether  you  chufe 
the  grand  or  beautiful,  fliould  be  held 
up  at  it's  proper  diftanc^.  Variety  is  the 
principal  ingredient  in  beauty;  and  fim- 
plicity  is  eflential  to  grandeur. 

OnenGve  obje6l»,  at  a  proper  diftance^  * 
acquire  even  a  degree  of  beauty:  foria- 
^nce,  ftubble  faUow  ground 
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ON   POLITICS. 


*S  nKen  of  the  moft  differ- 
ind  parties  very  frequently 
;;  only  vary  in  their  phrafe 
At  leaft,  if  one  examines 
iciples,  which  very  often 
*re  a  point  of  prudence,  as 
ur,  to  coniider  the  reft  as 

8  dependent  is  a  beggar's 

refleflions  are  unjuft,  be- 
:  good  men  in  all  nations, 
nal  wars  upon  much  the 

lent  is  inexcufable  for  em- 
1  miniftcrs;  becaufe  they 
^  man's  head,  though  they 
lit. 

:  proper  means  of  encreaf- 
e  bear  our  native  country, 
ne  time  in  a  foreign  one. 
af  popularity  fcems  little 
ovc  of  being  beloved  j  and 
able  when  a  perlon  aims  at 
of  a  people  by  means  in 
ineft,  but  in  their  end  per- 
eftruftive. 

li,  no  doubt,  to  be  heroes 
veil  as  butchers }  and  who 
;  neceflity  of  butchers  (in- 
imulating  the  paHTions  with 
might  at  firft  occafion  the 
:roes?  Butchers,  I  believe, 

myftery  of  a  courtly  be- 

induded  in  the  power  of 

al  favours  appear  particu- 

emarkable  genius  may  af* 
y  a  piece  of  wit,  if  it  hap- 
on  kbufe*  A  iitde  genius 


is  obliged  to  catch  at  every  wittlcififi  in* 
difcriminately. 

Indolence  is  a  kind  of  centripetal 
force. 

It  ieems  idle  to  rail  at  ambition  mere* 
ly  becaule  it  is  a  boundlefs  pafllon ;  or 
rather  is  not  this  circumltance  an  argu- 
ment  in  it's  favour?  If  one  would  be 
employed  or  ainufed  through  life,  ihoulJ 
we  not  make  choice  of  a  pafllon  that 
will  keep  one  long  in  play?  ,.■ 

A  fportfman  of  vivacity  will  make 
choice  of  that  game  which  will  proloni^ 
his  diverfion:  a  fox,  that  will  fuppoit 
the  chace  till  nieht,  is  better  game  thaa 
a  rabbit,  that  will  not  afford  him  hdlf  an 
hour*s  entertainment. 

The  fubmiffion  of  Prince  Hal  to  the 
civil  magilirate  that  committed  him,  was 
more  to  his  honour  than  all  the  conquelU 
of  Henry  the  Fifth  in  France. 

The  moft  animated  focial  pleafure, 
that  I  can-  conceive,  may  be,  perhaps, 
felt  by  a  general  after  a  fuccelsful  en- 
gagement,  or  in  it:  I  mean,  by  fuch 
commanders  as  have  fouls  equal  to  their 
occupation.  This,  however,  lleems  pa- 
radoxical, and  requires  fome  explana- 
tioii. 

Redflance  to  the  reigping  powers  ii 
judicable,  upon  a  conviflion  that  their 
government  is  incontinent  with  the  good 
of  the  fuhjeA;  that  our  interpofition  tends 
to  eftabliih  better  meafures;  and  this 
without  a  proliability  of  occaiioning 
evils  that  may  over-balance  them.  But 
the{e  confiderations  muft  neter  be  fepa* 
rated* 

'  People  are,  perhaps,  mote  vicioos  m 
townsi  becaufe  the^  ^"^  H^nct  tmsoobc^ 
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•r  mdmintion:  Iikewire»  becaule  one  vi* 
cious  chari£(er  tends  to  mcoiirvge  and 
keep  another  in  countenance.  Howevtr 
it  he,  excluding  accidental  cii  cumftances» 
I  believe  Uie  hrgcft  cities  are  the  moft  vi* 
cious  of  all  others. 

Laws  are  generally  found  to  be  neta 
of  fuch  a  texture,  as  the  httle  cieep 
through,  the  great  break  througli,  and 
the  ndiddlc-fizrd  are  aLne  tnidUgled  in. 

Though  I  have  no  (brt  of  inclination 
to  vindicate  the  late  rebellion,  yet  I  am 
led  by  candour  to  make  Tome  di(lin£lion 
between  ihc  immorality  of  iTs  abettorv, 
and  the  illegality  of  their  offence.  My 
Lord  HardvMck,  in  l/is  condemnatton- 
fpeech,  remarks,  with  great  propriety, 
that  the  laws  of  :\11  nations  have  ad- 
judged rebellion  to  be  the  woril  of  crimes. 
And  in  regard  to  civil  focieties,  I  be« 
1  eve  there  arc  none  but  madmen  will 
difpute  it.  But  furely,  with  regard  to 
conlicieude,  erroneous  juilgments,  and 
ill-grounded  convictions,  may  render  it 
Ibme  people^s  duty.  Sin  does  not  confift 
in  any  deviation  from  I'eceived  opinion; 
it  does  not  depend  Ujpon  the  underltand- 
ing,  but  the  will.  Now,  if  it  appears 
that  a  man^s  opinion  has  happened  to 
inifplace  his  duty;  and  this  opinion  has 


Boc  been  owing  to  any  Ticimif  dfefavif 
indulgiD|;  his  «ppetit»— in  Ihion,  if  kii 
ewD  realon,  iiibic  t«  err,  havt  biaiitd 
bis  will,  niher  than  his  will  aaymf 
contributed  to  biafs  and  deprave  huioi- 
ibo,  he  will,  perhaps.  Appear  g«ihy  be- 
fore none  beiide  an  earthlv  tribttniu. 

A  perlbn*s  r:ght  to  refit  depends  «|i^ 
on  a  convtAion  that  the  govemMDi  it 
ilUm^nage<i ;  that  others  havcnioiecliisi 
to  manage  it,  or  will  adminifter  it  bet- 
ter: that  he,  by  his  re&ftance,  cas  is- 
troduce  a  change  to  ii*s  advantigei  tsd 
this  without  any  con fequential  evils  thit 
will  bear  proportion  to  the  faid  advm- 
tage. 

Whether  this  were  not  In  appearance 
tlie  cafe  of  Balmcrino,  Z  will  notprtfune 
to  fay:  how  conceived,  or  from  wbatd^ 
lufion  fpning.  But  as,  I  think,  be  was 
reputed  an  honed  man,  in  other  refpeAsi 
one  may  gud'e  his  behaviour  was  rather 
owing  to  the  mifreprefentationsof  bis 
reafon,  than  to  any  depravity,  pcrrerfe- 
nefs,  or  difmgenuity  of  his  will. 

If  a  perfon  ought  heartilv  to  ftiekfc 
for  any  caufe,  it  (hould  be  tliat  of  iiKh 
deration.  Model acion  (houkl  be  his 
party. 


ESSAY    XXIV. 

ECOTI-M?. 
raoM   MY   OWN    SZNSATXONS. 


IHntc  marlTimc  expreflions,  fimiles, 
aiul  alliMions;  my  diflike,  Ifupjwfc, 
proceeds  from  the  unnaturalnd'soffliip- 
ping;  and  the  great  /hare  which  art  ever 
claims  in  that  jnaf>ice. 
II. 
I  am  thankful  that  my  name  is  ob- 
poxious  to  no  ^jun. 

III. 
May  T  always  have  an  heait  fuperior, 
with  oecoiiomy  fuirahk,  to  my  fortune! 

IV. 

In?.nimatcs,  tpv^,  utfniils,  feem  to 
merit  a  kind  of  ai^ciion  t-om  us,  when 
they  have  l»e:n  O'lrcc/mjanion^  through 
various  vicilTituiks.  f  have  often  viewed 
iny  watch,  (iamllfn,  fmiff-box,  with  this 
ifind  of  tender  rcg.^.rd;  alloitinp  them  a 
degree  of  fiiendfhip,  which  intre  arc 

^nie  men  who  du  not  d^feiTc: 

*  Mida  muiy  hlthkU  only  faV.hful  founV.' 


I  loved  Mr.  Somervilc,  becaufe  he 
knew  fo  pcrferfly  what  belonged  totbe 
flccci-nauci-nihili-pi»ificarionofmone]'* 

VJ. 

Tt  is  with  mc  in  regard  to  the  earth  it- 
felf,  as  it  is  in  regard  lo  ihofe  that  ^rt^ 
upon  it's  ft;if^*ce.  I  love  to  pals  bf 
crowds,  and  to  catch  diftnnt  views  ot  tlie 
country  as  I  walk  along  j  hut  1  inlcnu- 
bly  chufc  to  fit  whcie  1  cannot  lee  two 
■yaids  before  mc. 

VII. 

I  begin,  too  T'on  in  life,  to  flijibt  the 
woild  inoie  than  is  confiftcnt  '.viih  mak- 
ing a  figuie  in  it.  1  he  «c//  ffl  taxti of 
Ovid  grows  upun  mt  fo  fa  ft  thai  in  a  few 
\iars  1  iliall  have  no  pnfTion. 
Vili. 

I  nm  c.l)ligcd  to  iht  jwrfou  that  fpesks 
mc  fair  to  my  face.     I  am  only  »wf^ 
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abfence  tlfo.  Should  I  be 
her  I  chofe  to  have  a  perfon 
of  me  when  abfcnt  or  j^rtfpnt, 
nfwer  the  latter;  for  were  all 
(b,  the  fomer  would  be  infig- 


IX. 


n  avarice  of  focial  pleafure, 
diices  onljr  mortificarion.  I 
town  or  city  in  a  map,  but  I 
y  Wf  miny  agreeable  perfon s 
whom  I  Could  wifli  to  be  ac- 


iferable  f  hing  to  be  fenfibie  of 
f  one*s  time,  ami  yet  reftrain- 
m(Uficet  from  making  a  pro- 
t.  Oae  feels  one's  fclf  fome- 
fituation  of  admiral  Hofier. 

XI. 

liferable  thing  to  love  where 
and  yet  it  is  not  inconfiftent. 

XII. 

dem  world  considers  it  as  a 
itcneA,  ib  drop  the  mention 
in  all  addreilet  to  relations. 
9  doui)t,  that  it  puts  our  ap- 
ind  eftcem  upon  a  lefs  partial 
think,  where  I  value  a  friendi 
t  fufftrr  my  relation  to  be  ob- 
;n  to  thetwentietli  generation: 
conn^  lis  ci'.'fci*.  Whcrevtr 
:d,  I  would  abdicate  my  firft- 

XIl!. 

i>ciitory,  phllofophical  obfcc- 
rt  to  me  the  moft  natileous  of 
ball  I  fay  it  takes  away  the 
ft,  and  leaves  you  nothing 
m§rtUMmt  or  (hall  I  fay,  ra- 
8ir— *e  iA  an  envelope  ot"  fine 
which  only  raiics  txpeAa- 
d  any  be  allowed  to  talk  oh- 
li  a  grace)  it  were  downrt;^t 
knvs,  who  ufe  an  unaffcAed 
r>ut  even  among  thefe,  as  they 
it  partake!  again  of  aflftAa- 

XIV. 

«  lofs  of  liberty  to  refolve  on 
fore-handt 

XV. 

tt  a  fort  of  people  to  whom 
illot  good  wifhes  and  perform 
»:  but  they  are  fometimei 
whom  one  would  by  no  meant 
time. 

XVI. 

have  all  oicn  elevated  to  as 


great  an  height,  ai  they  f^a  diftortr  A 
ludre  to  the  naked  ey^ 
XVIf.  ^ 

I  am  furriv  more  inclihed  (of  the  two) 
to  pretend  a  Adie  difdain,  than  an  nnreai 
efteem. 

^  XVIII. 

Yet  why  repine  ?  I  have  ften  minfiont 
on  the  verge  of  Walvs  that  context  my 
^m-houie  into  an  Hampton-oourt,  and 
where  they  fpeak  of  a  gUzed  window  aa 
a  great  piece  of  nugnificence*  Ail 
tilings  figure  by  companion* 
Xlt. 

I  do  not  fo  much  want  to  avoid  bdng 
dieated,  as  to  afford  the  ex||encebf  beiiy 
fot  the  generality  of  mankind  being  feU 
dom  in  good-humour  but  whilft  they 
are  impuung  upon  you  in  fome  (hapc  or 
other. 

XX. 

I  cannet  avoid  comparing  the  taft  and 
fireedom  I  enjoy,  to  thr  eale  of  an  old 
(hoe;  where  a  certain  degree  of  fliabbi- 
neft  is  joined  with  the  convenience, 
XXI. 

Not  Hebrew,  Arabic,  Syriacf  Coptic^ 
nor  even  the  Chinefe  language,  feema 
half  fo  difficult  to  me,  as  tM  language  of 
refufal. 

XXfl. 

1  aflually  dreamt  that  fodiebody  told 
tne  I  muft  not  print  my  pieces  feparatf. 
That  certain  (tars  would,  if  fingle,  be 
hardly  confpicuousj  vrhlcb,  united  in  a 
narrow  compafs,  form  a  very  ipkndid 
conftellation. 

XXIII. 

The  ways  of  ballad- fingers,  and,  the 
cries  of  halfpenny  pamphlets,  appeared 
fo  extremely  humourous,  from  mv  lod|« 
ings  in  Fleet  Street,  that  it  gavel^pam 
to  obferve  them  vrithout  a  companion  to 
partake.  For,  alas !  laughter  is  by  no 
means  a  folitary  entertainment* 
XXIV. 

Had  I  a  fortune  of  eight  or  ten 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  I  would,  me- 
fhinks,  make  mvfelf  a  heij^ibouHiood. 
t  would  firft  build  a  village  with  a  chbrch, 
and  people  it  with  inhabitants  of  fome 
branch  of  trade  that  was  fuitable  to  the 
countrv  round.  I  would  then>  at  pro- 
per di(nnces,  ereA  a  number  of  gtnteel 
boxes  of  about  a  thou  lis  nd  pounds  a- 
piece,  and  amufe  myfelf  with  zWtng 
them  all  the  advantages  they  oouTd  re- 
ceive irom  tafle.  Tnele  would  I  people 
with  a  ftUd  luimbec  ^  ^^-^Mlicc^ 
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friends*  afligning  to  exch  annually  the 
fum  of  two  hunJi^J  poundi  tor  lite. 
The  r^lary  should  he  iirevocaMe,  in 
order  to  give  liitm  indejicndtncy.  The 
houfe,  ot  a  moic  precaiious  itniiie,  that, 
in  cafes  of  iiii^ratitiuic,  I  nii^ht  intro- 
duce another  in}iahitaiu. — How  plaufi- 
ble  focviT  this  may  apixrar  in  fpccoli- 
tion,  |Hrrhaps  a  very  natural  ana  lively 
IIjvoI  niij^ht  be  founded  upon  the  incon- 
Tcnicpt  cpnitxjuenccs  ot  it|  when  put  in 
.execution. 

XXV. 

I  think,  I  have  ohiciTcd  univerfally 
that  the  quanx:l«  of  tVivnds  in  tiie  hittr 
part  of  lilcf  aic  never  truly  itcmoiled. 

•  Maif/artagnUia  necf^u  €]unm  cf.it ^  fif 

*  re/cinJitur/  A  wound  in  ihc  fiicnd- 
ihip  of  young  {x.-iruns,  asir.  tht  baikof 
yoiing  trees,  in.iy  he  I'o  j^rown  over,  as 
to  icave  no  fear.  The  cak*  is  vciy  ditfe- 

.rcnt  in  regaid  to  old  pcifuns  and  old 
tiinher.  The  realon  ot  ihisniay  he  ac- 
co\intablc  from  the  decline  oi  tli'.-  fecial 
padionsi  and  the  prevalence  of  fpleen, 
lulpic'ion,  and  rancoui,  towHid^  the  iat' 

,  ccr  part  of  life. 

XXVI. 

There  is  nothing,  to  me,  mnrt  Irk- 
funic  than  to  hear  weak  and  Icrvile  peo- 
ple ic^HTit  with  aJmiratiun  eveiy  fiily 
ipccch  that  falls  from  a  nitrr  ptiiun  of 
lank  and  foi  tune.  It  is  crambe  bu cctla. 
The  nonfcnfe  grows  more  naukoiis 
through  the  raedi\im  of  thcii  atmira- 
tion,  and  fliews  the  venality  of  vulgiir 
tempers,  which  can  conlidtr  foilunc  as 
thegoddtlb  of  ^%it. 

XXVII. 

What  pLafure  it  is  to  pay  one's  debts! 
Iretnemb.  r  to  have  heard  Sir  J\  Lyt- 
tcltjn  iijuk.  the  lame  ohfeivation.  It 
fccm*  t«>  ii\.\\  iroin  a  tomhin.iiion  of 
circuiii!ui;ct^,  each  of  which  ispioduc- 
tivt  ot' pieai'uu .  In  the  tint  place,  it 
icmi>vt.N  thit  uneiiliiicrs  which  a  true 
fpirit  t'.-ci>  l«(/m  dtpeiuli'iice  and  ohli* 
|;a:ion.  It  atlorth  pieafure  to  the  cre- 
ditor, and  thei  r  fore  {rr:;titico  our  focial 
aifei^tiun:  'tpi'omous  that  futuit  confi- 
dence, which  i^  \^J  very  inii-relling  to  an 
h^nelt  mind  :  it  opor.s  a  proi'p:cl  of 
being  leadily  i'upptied  wiih  what  we 
waiit  <t\\  futuie  occHiions  :  it  Ir.ives  a 
conicioulhfti'sof  our  own  virtue:  anil  it 
is  a  mnCurc  we  know  to  be  right,  both 
in  poiiu  of  juUicc  and  of  found  gtcouo- 


my.    Finally,  it  is  a  main  fuppartof 
(imple  reputation. 

XXVllI. 

It  is  a  maxim  with  me  (and  I  wouli 
recommend  it  to  oiherii  ?Uo,  upon  the 
fcore  of  j-.riidcuce)  whenever  I  lofe  a 
pcrfon's  trieOillhip,  who  gcneially  com- 
mences encmy^  to  engage  a  frvfh  friend 
in  his  place.  And  this  may  l>c  heft  ef- 
fe6\etl  by  bringing  over  fomc  of  one's 
enciniesj  by  which  means  one  is  againei, 
having  the  fame  number  ot  fiitnds  ai 
leall,  if  not  an  enemy  the  lefi^.  Such  a 
method  of  proceed miT  fliould»  I  think. 
be  as  reguiaiK  ubfcrved  as  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  vacant  ribbons,  upon  the  dcatii 
of  knights  of  the  gai  ter. 

XXIX. 

It  has  l>een  a  maxim  with  me  to  ad* 

mil  of  an  eafy  reconciliation  withaper- 
fon,  wholir  otfence  proceeded  in^m  no 
depravity  of  heart  :  but  where  I  w» 
convinetd  it  did  lb,  tofoiegu,  for  iiy 
own  lake,  ail  opportunities  of  icvengv: 
to  forget  the  perlbns  of  my  cnenne«"ii 
much  a»  I  was  able,  and  to  cnii  to  l^ 
numbiancc  in  their  place,  the  luoit 
pleaUng  idea  of  my  friends.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  I  have  derived  no  fmail  Aurr 
of  happincfs  from  this  piincipie. 
XXX. 

I  have  been  foimeriy  fo  Glly  as  ts 
hope,  that  every  fenrant  I  bail  might 
l^  made  a  friend :  I  am  now  cooviiKcd 
that  the  natuiT  of  fcrvitude  generally 
bears  a  contruiy  tendency.  People's 
chara<f>crs  are  to  be  chiefly  eolleA^ 
from  their  education  and  place  in  life: 
birth  itfelf  dccs  btit  little.  Kin^  ia 
siencral  aie  Ivom  with  the  fame  piopen-' 
fitics  as  other  men  }  but  yet  it  is  proba- 
ble, fiom  the  licence  and  flattery  that 
attends  their  education,  that  tbcy  will 
be  more  haughty,  more  luxuhstis,  and 
more  fubie6led  to  thtir  palHons,  thai 
any  men  beiide.  I  queltion  not  but  tbeff 
aje  many  attorneys  born  with  opiea  aad 
honctt  hearts :  but  I  know  not  one,  that 
ha«i  had  the  Icaft  pra6)ice,  who  it  w< 
fclliih,  trickifh,  and  difmgenuoui.  So 
it  is  the  nature  of  fervitude  to  difcard  aH 
generous  motives  of  obedienre^  and  to 
poitii  out  no  other  than  thole  fcoundrd 
ones  of  intcred  and  fear.  There  IK 
however  (ome  exceptions  to  this  nik^ 
which  I  know  by  my  own  ixjierience. 
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ON  DRBSS. 


like  wf  itingi  Aiould  never 
the  efk^  of  too  much  ttud y 
on.  On  this  account,  I 
tt  of  drefs,  in  themfelves 
uitifuly  which- at  the  fame 
the  wearer  to  the  cbaraf^er 
s  and  affe^ation. 

II. 
refs  in  the  former  part  of 
ther  tend  to  fet  off  bii  per- 
'xpiefs  riches,  rank  or  dig. 
laitcTi  the  reverfe. 

III. 
egance  in  liveries,  I  mean 
preft  by  the  more  languid 
altogetner  abfurd.  Thrjr 
ather  gawdy  than  j^nteef  j 
srveaibii,  yet  for  this,  that 

more  Itrongly  diftioguifli 
:e  of  the  gentleman. 

IV. 

it  out  of  dotiht  with  me, 
t%  arc  mod   properly  the 
men's  drcfs,  and  the  men 
ladies. 
V. 

11  thirty,  or  with  fome  a 
people  (hould  drefs  in  a 
moft  likely  to  procure  the 
ipofite  fek. 

vi. 
nany  modes  of  dre£s,  which 
!em»  handfomc,  which  are 
calculated  to  ihew  the  hu- 
I  advantage. 
VII., 

be  founded  upon  nature 
appearance  of  it— For  this 
ver  a  oeruke  niay  tend  to 
man  teaturet,  i^  can  very 
amends  for  the  mixture  of 
it  difcovers. 

.  VIII. 
efs'a'dds  but  little  to  the 
perfon.    It  may  poflibly 
mce,  but  that  ii  rather  an 
:: 

vauuntnec  inunafedeimr§ntur 
Mtor.V-OviD. 

IX. 

can  fcarce  be  carried  too 
It  be  not  fo  fuiguUrzs  to 


etcite  a  d^ee  of  ridicule.  Thefanie 
caution  may  be  requifite  in  regard  to  the 
value  of  your  drefs  i  though  iplendor  be 
not  neccUary,  you  muft  remove  all  ap. 
pearance  of  poverty:  the  ladies  being 
rarely  enough  fagacious  to  acknowledge 
beauty  through  the  difguife  of  poverty. 
Indeed,'!  believe  fometimes  they  miftake 
grandeur  of  dreis  for  beauty  ot  perfon. 
X. 
A  perfon's  manner  is  never  eafy, 
whilft  he  feels  a  confcioufncfs  that  he  is 
fine.  The  country- fellow,  conlidered 
in  fome  lights,  appears  genteel ;  but  it 
is  not  when  he  is  dreft  on  Sundays,  with 
a  large  nofegay  in  his  bofom.  It  is  when 
he  is  reaping,  making  hay,  or  when  he 
is  hedging  in  his  burden  frock.  It  it 
then  he  ads  with  eafe,  and  thinks  him- 
felf  equal  to  his  apparel. 

XI. 

When  a  man  has  run  all  lengths 
himfelf  with  regard  to  drefs,  there  is  but 
one  means  remaining  which  can  add  fo 
his  appearance.  And  this  confifts  ia 
having  recoiirfc  to  the  utmoft  plainnefa 
in  his  own  apparel,  and  at  the  iametime 
richly  garnifhin^  bis  footman  or  his  • 
horfc.  Let  the  Icrvant  anpeai*  as  fine  ag 
ever  you  pleafe,  the  world  muft  always 
conlider  the  mafter  as  his  fuperior.  And 
this  is  that  peculiar  excellence  fo  much  . 
admired  in  the  heft  painters  as  well  as 
poets  { Kaphael  as  well  as  Virgil  t  where 
Ibmewhat  is  left  to  be  fiipplied  by  the 
fpedator*s  and  reader*a  imaginatioiH 

OCIU 

Methinks,  apparel  fliouU  be  rich  In 
the  iame  proportion  as  ii  is  g|av  s  it 
otherwife  carries  the  appearanceof  Anne* 
whatunfubitantial:  in  other  words^  of 
a  greater  defire  than  ability  to  make  a 
figure. 

XIII. 

Perfons  are  oftentimes  mifled  in  re* 
gard  to  their  choice  ot  drefs,  by  atteiid- 
inglto  the  beauty  of  colours,  rather  than 
feieding  fuch  colours  as  may^cncitafe. 
their  own  beauty. 

xir. 

I  cannot  fee  why  a  perfon  (hould  be 
efteemed  haughty,  on  account  of  his 
tafte  for  fine  cloaiVw  ^xi^  Tuoce  CtOLXi  out 
wb»  difcovcn  SI  (oiidnc£%  ^m  Vf«^^ 


iiiiiUHaii 


^*;sbfe. 
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flowertj  moths,  or  butterflies.  Imagi- 
nation influences  both  to  feck  amufement 
in  glowing  colours}  onlytlie  former  en- 
deavours to  give  them  a  nearer  relation 
to  himfelf.  It  appears-  to  roe,  that  a 
perfon  may  love  (p'.endour  without  any 
degree  of  pride;  whieh  is  never  conAedtd 
with  this  tafte  but  when  a  perfon  de- 
nianUi  luimage  on  account  of  the  flnery 
he  exhibits.  Then  it  ceafes  to  be  ta(^e, 
and  commences  mere  ambition.  Yet 
the  world  is  not  enough  candid  to  make 
this  eflential  diftinflion. 
XV. 

The  firft  inftancc  an  officer  give$  you 
of  his  courage,  con fi lis  in  wearing 
cloaths  infinitely  fuperior  to  his  rank. 

XVI. 

Men  of  quality  never  nppeir  more 
amiable  than  when  their  drelV  is  plain. 
Their  biiih,  rank,  title,  aiid  its  appen- 
dages, are  at  beft  invidious;  and  as  they 
do  not  neeil  the  oflillancc  of  di-cfs,  lb, 
by  their  dilclaimiDg  the  advant?s^*  of  it, 
they  make  their  fuperiorlt)'  fit  more  cafy. 
It  is  othe;  wife  with  fuch  as  de{>end  alone 
cin  perfonal  mutt :  and  it  was  from 


hence,  I  prefume,  that  Qmii  aftrtid  bt 
could  not  afford  to  go  pbun, 

XVII. 

Thert  are  certain  fliapes  and  p^rCog^ 
nomies,  of  fo  entirely  vulgar  a  cal^  that 
they  could  fcarce  win  refpefl  even  in  tbn 
country,  though  they  were  embelltiM 
with  a  dircfs  as  tawdty  as  a  pulpitodotk. 
xvm. 

A  large  retinue  upon  a  fmatt  income, 
like  a  large  cafcadr  \ipona  finall  ftrcam, 
tends  to  cufcover  it*s  tenuity. 

XIX. 

Why  are  perfimcs  fo  raurh  dtcryedf 
When  a  perfon  on  his  approach  difhilea 
them,  does  he  not  revive  the  idea  which 
the  ancient)  e^'er  entertained  concemtng 
the  defcent  of  fiiperioi  h>eings,  *  veiled 
*  in  a  cloti  J  of  fragrance  ?' 
XX. 

The  lowcft  people  are  generally  tht 
firlt  to  find  fault  with  fhew  or  eqtiipage£ 
efpecially  that  of  a  perfon  la-cly  emerged 
from  his  obrcurity.  They  never  once 
conftder  that  bo  is  breaking  the  ice  for 
therafelves. 
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t. 


FINE  writing  it  generally  the  dlea 
of  fpontancous  thoughts  and  a  la- 
boured  ftyic* 

L^ng  ftnte^tes  in  a  fiiort  compofition 
are  like  Urge  rooms  ill  ;|  little  houfe. 
iti. 

The  world  m^y  be  divided  into  peo. 
pie  t>a  n»^,  peopb  that  write,  people 
thattlUnk,  and  fOX- hunters. 
IV. 

In#etd  ^r  whinirg  complaints  eon* 
eernin«r  the  imngiAed  cnieltv  of  their 
ifiiditifes,  if  poets  would  addrel%  the 
fame  to  their  M^ife,  they  wouh)  sift 
more  agretably  to  Mature  and  to  truth. 

Supctffetal  writers,  like  the  mole, 
elfrcn  fb^cy  theiYil^lvei  drep,  when  they 
are  txceedmg  near  the  flirf^tt. 

VI. 

Authors  often   fail   by.  printing  \Vi^ 
warts  on  a  demi-lroyal, '  a(U  tkioviA 


have  appeared  on  ballad.paper,  torhake 
tlieir performance  appear  laudable, 

VII. 

There  is  no  word  in  the  Latin  lan« 
guage^  that  {ignifies  a  female  friend. 
'  Am'ic!^*  means  a  qniftrefsi  and'  per«« 
haps  there  is  no  friendOiip  betwixt  the 
fexes  wholly  difunited  from  a  decree  e£ 
love, 

viU. 

The  chief  advantage  th^t  ancient  wnK 
ers  can  boiift  over  modem  oncty  AaiA 
owing  to  fimpiicity.  Every  nohl^ 
tiilth  and  fentifnent  was  ciipreAcdby 
the  former  in  the  natural  mamieri  ia 
word  and  phr^fe,  Ample,  perfpicoovn, 
and  incapahJe  of  iniiprovemonff  •  "Wlinc 
then  remained  for  letter  vrritcM  bnt  a£« 
rbtlati5n,  witticifm,  end  eopccit? 

One  can,  now  and  thent  Ita^  m 
aetlior>i  bead  when  fie  il»eps|  wi,  in* 
duct:d  by  this  drcumllaftcr»  a^iie  ta 
meafure  height  with  bim. 
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I  «ot  thvtjrs  HghN-*  eft  ubi 

*-*MiltDii*s  PtTMife  Loft  is  one 

I  fneaq,  die  cold  rtception  it 

mtfirft. 

zi. 
Mt  an  acquaintance  «nth  men 
I  is  rather  reputable  than  Iktii- 
It  it  as  unaccountable,  as  it 
I,  that  fancy  heightens  fenSbi- 
Sbilityftrengthent  pa(fion{  stid 
lake^  people  humourifts. 
peiion  of  genius  is  often  ex* 
)  (hew  more  difcretion  than  sn^ 
n$  and  this  on  account  of  thst 
icity»  which  is  his  greareft  inn* 
'.  This  happens  ror  want  of 
filing  betwixt  the  fanciful  ta* 
I  the  dry  mathematical  opera - 

the  judgment,  each  of  which 
lin^tcly  give  the  denomination 

of  genius. 

XII. 
itornerer  gained  a  reputation 
ra  bad  play,  nor  a  muiSciaD  by 
on  a  bad  inftniment. 

XIII. 

feem  to  have  fame,  in  lieu  of 
iporal  advantaset.  They  arc 
formed  for  buhnefs,  to  be  re* 
too  often  feared  or  envied,  to 
cd, 

XIV. 

ever  feeroed  an  tnftance  to  me, 
a  man  devoid  of  courage  may 
itad  writer.  » 

XV. 

vonld  rather  be  a  ftump  of  lan^ 
the  dump  of  a  church-yard 

XVI. 

?reniorefer«».'  Virg.  Van- 
fcms  to  have  had  this  of  Virgil 
rye,  when  he  introduces  Mils 
envying  the  liberty  of  a  grey, 
itch. 

xvcr. 
is  a  certain  flimztnefs  of  poetry, 
rais  expedient  in  a  fong* 

XVIII. 

9S  well  as  DcfHemons f,  feems 
een  a  mighty  admirer  of  ftiange 
aentii 

'  Heu/fnUiu  lift 
\tfalist  fKit  hcttt  iMhaitJUewMeht! 
IKMf,*  &s. 

ly  flicw  that  Virgil,  Shalerpcare, 
•  TokafUicUifafaksft. 


«nd  ShafteAuryp   agite^  in  the  (koie 
opinioa. 

XIX. 
. .  It  iitiftm  oliferved  of  wilt,  that  thct^ 
will  1p(e  their  heft  friends  for  the  faifie 
of  a  ja](e.  Candour  may  dfTcovcT)  that 
it  is  their  greater  degree  of  the  love  of 
fame,  not  the  lets  d^;ree  of  their  lyne- 
volence,  which  is  the  cauie. 
XX. 

People  in  high  or  in  diftinguiflied  lift 
ought  to  have  a  greater  circumfpe£lion 
in  re^rd  to  their  moft  trivial  aflions. 
For  mftance,  I  faw  Mr.  Pope— and 
what  was  he  doing  when  pu  (aw  him  f 
—why,  to  the  beft  of  nay  mctnory,  ht 
was  picking  bis  nofe. 
xxt. 

Even  Joe  Miller  io  his  Jefts  has  an  eve 
to  poetical  juftice;  generally  gives  tbt 
victory  or  turns  the  laugh  on  the  Gdt  of 
merit.  No  fmall  compHmcat  to  mao* 
kind! 

XXII. 

To  (ky  s  perfon  writes  a  good  ftvle^ 
is  originally  as  pedantic  an  vxpfemon 
as  to  (ay  he  plays  a  good  fiddie. 
XXIII. 

The  firft  Ihitof  Virgil  (kenis  to  patter 
like  an  hail-ftorm—*  Tiiyre,  tupittuU^ 
ice. 

XXIV. 

The  vanity  and  extreme  felf^love  of 
the  French  is  no  where  mors  obiervable 
than  in  their  authors;  and  among  thtCtp 
in  none  more  than  Boileau ;  who,  befidet 
his  rhodomontades,  preferves  every  the 
moft  infipid  reading  in  his  notes,  though 
he  have  removed'  it  from  the  text  for  & 
fake  of  one  evf  r  fo  much  better* 

XXV. 

The  writer  who  gives  ui  the  beft  idea 
of  what  may  be  called  the  genteel  in  ftyle* 
and  manner  of  writing,  it,  ih  my  opi« 
nion,  my  Lord  Shafte(bury.  Then  Mr, 
Addifon  and  Dr.  Swift, 

A  plain  narrative  of  anv  remarkable 
faa,  eraphttically  related,  has  a  more 
ftnkingefteA  without  the  aothoir*s  com* 
ipent. 

XXVI, 

Ifong  periods  and  (bort  ikno  analor 
gous  to  Gothic  and' modern  ftair-cafesi 
the  former  were  of  foch  a  fize  as  our 
heads  snd  legs  could  barely  commapd; 
the  latter  fuch,  that  they  might  con* 
mandbalfadoian. 


t  UidShilMaii. 
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I  think  nothing  truly  poetic,  at  leaft 
ao  poetry  worfh  compoiinp-,  that  does 
not  lUongly  afft^  onr.'»  piflTiona;  and 
th\%  M  but  fltnderly  cffe^ed  by  fablesi 
alkgoriesy  an  J  lies :  "^ 

'  Uertdulus  •di,"  Hob* 

XXVXI. 

A  ppeface  very  frequently  contains 
Inch  a  piece  of  critictfm,  as  tends  to 
countenance  and  eftabliih  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  piece, 

xxriir. 

I  hate  •  ftyle,  ai  I  do  a  garden,  that 
is  wholly  flat  and  regular  |  that  Hides 
along  like  an  eelt  and  never  rifes    to 
what  one  can  call  an  inequality. 
xxzx. 

It  is  obyicnts  to  dil'cover  that  imper- 
fcdiont  of  one  kind  have  a  vifible  ten- 
dency to  produce  perfe6lions  of  another. 
Mr.  Popc*s  bodily  difadvantages  mult 
incline  him  to  a  more  laborious  cultiva- 
tion of  his  talenty  wiibout  which  he 
forefaw  that  he  mud  have  languifhcd  in 
obfcurtty.  The  advantages  of  perfon 
vt  a  good  deal  eflential  to  popularity 
in  the  grave  world  as  well  as  the  gay. 
Mr.  Pope,  by  an  unwearied  application 
to  poctiy»  became  not  only  the  favour- 
ite of  the  learned,  but  alfo  of  the  ladies. 

XXX. 

Pope,  I  think,  never  once  mentions 
Piior^  though  Prior  fpeaks  fo  haiid- 
Ibmcly  of  Pope  in  his  Alma.  One  might 
imagine  that  the  latter,  indebted  as  he 
W3k  to  the  former  for  fuch  numherlefs 
beauties,  (bouldhave  readily  repaid  this 
poetical  obligation.  This  can  only  be 
imputed  to  pride  or  paity-cunning.  In 
other  words,  to  ibine  modification  of 
felfiHsnefs. 

XXXI. 

Virgil  never  mentions  Horace,  though 
indebted  to  him  for  two  very  well-na- 
tured compliments. 

xxxu. 
Pope  fccms  to   me  the  moft  corrcft 
writer  iince  Virgil;  the  greatelt  genius 
only,  fmcc  Pryd»*n. 

xxxiiz. 
No  one  was  ever  more  fortunate  th'^n 
Mr.  Pope  in  a  judtciqus  choice  of  his 
poetical  lubjefls. 

XXXIV. 

Pope's  talent  lay  rcmirkably  in  what 
ont:  may  naturally  enough  term  the  con- 
clcnf;ition  of  thoughts.  I  thirk,  nci 
oiber  BngMt  ]>oct  pvcr  brought  Co  much 


fenfe  into  the  fame  number  oflminid^ 
equal  fmoothnefs,  eale.  and  podicd 
beaury.  Let  him  who  dodbtsoftki 
perufe  his  EflTay  on  Man  with  atteaiioa. 
reihaps,  this  was  a  talent  fromwlMh 
he  could  not  eafily  have  fwcrved:  pff* 
haps,  he  could  not  have  fuificientlynit* 
£ed  his  thoughts  to  pn^duce  thst  flin- 
zinefs  which  is  rrquireil  in  a  ballad  or 
love-fong.  His  Monlter  of  Ra^ufsand 
his  TrandatioHb  fromCnauctr  haveAoe 
little  tendency  to  invalidate  this  obser- 
vation. 

XXXV. 

I  durft  not  have  cenluredMr.  Pcpe's 
vTitings  in  his  life-rime,  you  fay.  Tiue. 
A  writer  Airrounded  with  all  his  fjme, 
engaging  with  another  that  is  hardly 
known,  is  a  man  in  armour  atrackiog 
another  in  his  nig'it-gown  and  (Ljipen* 
xxxvi. 
Pope's  religicn  is  often  found  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  dclcnptive  laleniSi  is 
it    is  no  doubt  t'liiKcliifhed  with  die 
moll  pompous  fccnes  and  odentaiivos 
imagery :  for  inllanc-:, 
•  When  from  the  cenfcr  clouds  of,*  9k* 
XXXVII, 

Pope  has  made  the  utmod  advantage 
of  alliteration,  r.>gulating  it  by  thepsolc 
with  the  utmoft  fucccfs: 

*  Die  and  endow  a  college  or  a  cat,*  kc»  ^* 
It  is  an  eafy  kind  of  l>tauiy.  Drydes 
feems  to  have  borrowed  it  from  Spenftf. 

XXXVill. 

-  Pope  has  pubiiincd  tewer  foibles  tbiB 
any  other  poet  that  is  equally  vohum- 
nous. 

XXXIX. 

It  is  no  doubt  extreincly  pofTible  W 
form  an  Englilh  protbily;  hut  to  a  goo^ 
ear  it  were  aimed  fupeifluous,  and  to  a 
bad  one  ul'elefsj  this  hll  b^ing,  I  be- 
lieve," never  joined  with  a  poetic  genius.  • 
It  may  br  joined  with  wit;  it  may  be 
connedlcd  with  found  juil^ijiCMtj  hnti* 
fitrely  never  united  with  talU,  which  is 
the  l.fe  and  foul  of  poeiry. 

XL. 
RhymcF,  in  elegml    poetry,    (houUI 
confift  of  fyll.ih^tsrhat  are  long,  in  J>f0< 
nunciation;  fuch  as  •  iiY,  eir,  ire,  ore, 

*  yoiirj'  in  which  a  pic<  e  v  will  find 
more  agr'-i-iMcnel>  than  in  thcfc  *  gnitp 

*  nc',  knit,  knot,  nut.' 

XI  I. 
There  is  a  vaft  Ik  -n'v  (to  mt  )  in  nf- 
ing  a  word  of  a  ^unticuiar  i, at  ere  in  ihe 
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ninth  fylUblet  of  an  Englifh 
mcan-vrh^t  it  virtually  a  dac- 
inttanct>— 
»,  ihe  tyrants  of  the  witry  plains.' 

trlbn  of  an  car  fubftituic  *  H- 
iltead  of  •  watry/  and  he  Will 
fadvantage.  Mr.  Pope  (who 
ved  cue  verftfication  through 
js  difpofition  of  the  fxiui'e) 
enough  aware  of  this  beauty, 

XLII. 

he  frequent  ufe  of  alliteration » 
bably  had  it*s  day. 
XLIIl. 

ver  a  goo<Uffeft  when  the  Hrtfs 
ught  ;^  hiid  upon  ibat  word 
;  vince  mo  ft  naturally  pro- 
viih  an  eniphafis. 
'  ferfus-ttcummtdhare^Scz.  Hoi» 
;/.Va'/  atberc  in  alto 

j/i,  qucrum  jam  mocnia^  ^c. 

ViRG. 

\  ^avt  javtJudum* i*  iez,  Virg, 

•hofc  very  metre  appears  to  af- 
puiTions,  was  a  maiter  of  this 

XLiv. 
ire  num':v;r«  in  the  world,  who 
mt  tcnite,  to  make  a  figure 5  (b 
in  opinion  of  their  oap.  ahili- 
)ut  them  upon  recording  their 
ms,  and  allowing  thtm  the 
:;nancc  which  ihey  do  to  thofc 
u:rs  print. 

XLV.  v 
iwriter  cannot  with  the  utmoft 
iduce  ibme  thoughts,  whirh 
from  3  h'^id  one  with  eafe  and 
Ion.  The  rcverfc  is  aifo  true, 
riier,  &c. 

XLVI. 

twits  h iv€  fhort  memories/  it 
5  ^nrl  as  iu«h  his  nndoubtedly 
".datjon  in  nature.  The  cak 
>e,  that  men  of  genius  forget 
'  common  concern,  unimport- 
ind  circumilances,  which  maice 
impreifjon  in  every-day  minds. 
It  wil!  be  found  that  all  wit  dc- 
mctnoryj  i.  e.  on  the  recoUec- 
»ir.ige$,  cither  to'illuftrate  or 


contrail  witli  any  prcfent  occalion.  It 
is  probably  the  fate  of  a  common  under- 
ftanding  to  forget  the  very  things  which 
the  man  of  wit  remembers.  But  an  ob* 
livion  of  thofe  things  which  almoft  e?erf 
one  remembvrsi  renders  his  cafe  the  more 
remai  kablci  and  thus  explains  the  myf- 
tery. 

XLYII. 
Prudet  allow  no  quarter  to  fuch  la- 
diet  as  have  fallen  a  iacrilioeto  the  getr* 
tFe  paiiions;  either  becaufe  themfelvet, 
being  borne  away  by  the  malignant onetf 
perhaps  never  felt  the  other  lo|K>wcrfut 
as  to  occafion  them  any  difficulty^  o^ 
becaufe  no  one  hat  tempted  them  to 
tranfgrefs  that  way  themfelvet.  It  is 
the  fame  cafe  with  fome  critics,  with  re« 
gard  to  the  errors  of  ingenious  writers. 

XXVIII. 
It  feems  with  wit  and  good*mture,  ^ 
'  Uirum  borum  mavis  accipg.*    Tafte 
and  e;ood-nature  are  univerfally  coo- 
ne£led. 

XLIX. 

Voiture^s  compliments  to  ladies  are 
honeft  on  account  of  their  excefs. 
L. 
Poetry  and  confumptions  are  thr  moft 
flattering  of  difeafef . 
LI. 

Every  perfon  infenilbly  fixes  upon 
fome  degree  of  refinement  in  his  dif* 
courfe,  Ibme  meafure  of  thought  which 
he  thii.kfi  worth  exhibiting.  It  is  wife' 
to  fix  this  pretty  high,  although  it  oc* 
cafions  one  to  talk  the  lefs. 
Lil. 

Some  men  ufe  no  other  means  to  ac- 
quire rcfpedl,  than  by  infifting  on  if{ 
and  it  fometimes  anfwers  their  purpofe, 
zs  it  does  an  highwayman's  in  regard 
to  money. 

LIII. 

There  is  nothing  exerts  a  genhis  fo 
much  ns  writing  plays:  the  reafon  is» 
that  the  writoi*  puts  himfclf  in  the  place 
of  every  perfon  that  fpeaks. 
Liv. 

Perfe£l  chara^ers  in  a  poem  make 
but  little  better  figure  than  regular  hillsi 
bcrpendiaiUr  trees,  uniform  rocks»  and 
level  (heety  of  wat<T,  in  the  formation 


of  a  landfkip.     The  reafon  is,  they  are 
not  natural,  and  moreover  want  variety. 

has  given  numbeflefs  inffances  of  the  beauties  here  poincsd  out  by  our  sutiior. 
en  will  i^&zoi  in  this  place,  to  i.luftraie  the  siTertioo. 

VV  l.cn  A j  ax  firivfs  Tjmt  rock't  wft  tveigbt  to  tbr«W% 
The  line  cdo  lahurs^   and  (Ac  wordi  M'^'ve  jlwV  • 
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Triflei  difcover  a  chtrtder  more  tbao 
lAions  of  importance. '  In  FegaFd  to  the 
former,  a  pcriun  is  off  his  ^uard,  and 
thinicfi  it  not  material  to  life  difguiiif.  It 
it,  to  mCf  no  imperfect  hint  towards  the 
dtfcovery  of  a  ma^i^s  chara^r,  to  fay 
he  looks  as  though  you  mi^ht  be  certain 
of  finding  a  pin  upon  his  ilceve. 

LVI. 
•  A  grammarian  ipcttkn  of  Hrdand  fe- 
cond  perfon:  a  po? r  of  Cclia  aud  Cory- 
dont  a  m.it!itfitiarici:4n  of  A  and  B:  a 
lawyer  of  Nok«»  and  Siyles.  The  Tcry 
qiHDt«&nce  of  pedantry ! 

LTII. 

Shakcfpeare  makes  hit  very  bombaft 
aafwer  hii  piirpofe,  by  the  perfons  he 
chuict  to  otter  it. 

LViir. 
Apocty  tiH-keanivet  at  thirty,  can 
6e  no  other  good  than  a  poetical  repu- 
tation.   About  that  sera,  he  begins  to 
difcovcr  fome  other. 

LIX. 

The  plan  of  Spenfer's  Fairy  Qiiecn 
appeart  to  me  very  imperfe£l.  His  ima* 
gination»  (hough  very  cxtenHve,  is  yet 
£»mewhat  left  fb,  perhaps,  than  it  ge- 
nerally allowed;  if  one  confiders  the  fa* 
cility  of  realizing  and  equipping  forth 
the  virtues  am  vices.  His  metre  has 
ibme  advantages,  though,  in  many  re- 
fpedi,  exceptionable.  His  go^d-niiture 
is  vtftble  through  every  |urt  ot  his  poem. 
His  ronjun^ion  of  the  Pagan  and 
Ch;'i(lian  fcheme  (as  he  introdtices  tiie 
deities  of  b«jih  a^liug-  llmultancoufly) 
wholly  inexcui'ablc.  Much  art  and 
judgment  are  difcovered  in  parts,  and 
but  little  in  i he  whole.  One miy  enter- 
tain fome  ilcnbc  whetlier  the  peruf'^il  of 
his  monltrousdei'criptiwii^  be  not  as  pre> 
judicial  Vo  tiue  taltp,  :i^  ii  i<i  advanta- 

?rous  ro  the  extent  of  imngir.atioir. 
penfer,  to  be  Hire,  expand):  ilie  lafl ;  but 
then  be  expands  ii  beyond  it*s  due  li- 
mits. Aftti"  nil,  therean'many  favo«» 
rite  paflages  in  his  Faiiy  Queen,  which 
will  fat  inf^ar.ces  of  n  great  and  cultivat- 
ed genius  mifapplied. 
LX. 
A  poet  that  fails  in  writing,  becomft 
#ften  a  muro6r critic.  The  weak  and  in. 
fip\4  w1)ite>wine  makes  at  length  excel- 
lent vioegir. 

L3CI. 

PeopHs  of  fortune,  pcrbap';,  covet  the 
av^uaintar.cc  of  ( iUbUfbcd  wv'iun»  noi 


fo  ro«ch  upon  account  of  tltt  focial  ftn* 
iwrtf  at  the  credit  of  its  the  fpnner 
would  induce  them  to  chufe  pcHbnsof 
Icfs  capacidety  and  tempers  more  cgo- 
formabk. 

LXXI. 

Language  is  to  the  underibmliiig 
what  a  genteel  motion  it  to  the  body;  a 
very  great  advantage.  But  a  pcr^ 
may  be  fuperior  to  another  in  unJer- 
fttnding,  that  has  not  an  equal  dignity 
of  exprefliun;  and  a  man  mayboaftaA 
handlomer  figure,  that  is  inferior  toan- 
other  in  regard  to  motion. 

LXIII. 

The  words  ^  no  more*  have  t  finnilsr 
pathos;  reminding  ut  at  once  of  patk 
pleafure  and  th^  future  exclufion  of  it. 

LXIV. 

Every  (ingle  obfervation  that  is  pnb« 
liflied  by  a  man  of  genius,  be  it  ever  lb 
trivial,  Hioiild  be  e(ieemed  of  import- 
ance j  becaufe  he  fpeaks  from  hit  own 
imprcinQina:  whereas  common  men  pub- 
lifh  common  things,  which  they  have 
perhaps  gkaned  from  frivolous  writen. 

LXV. 

It  is  providential  that  our  aileAicB 
diminiOirt  in  proportion  as  our  friends 
power  encreafes.  AfFeftion  is  of  left 
importance  whenever  a  perlbn  canTcp- 
port  hiujfelf.  It  is  on  this  account  that 
younger  brothers  arc  often  beloved  more 
than  their  eldci-s ;  and  th:\t  Beniamin  is 
the  favourite'.  We  may  fi seethe  fnrat 
law  throughout  the  uninial  creation. 

LXVI. 

The  time  of  lilc  when  fancy  jMvdo- 
mir.ates.  Is  youth;  the  fealbn  when  judg- 
ment decides  bcft,  is  age.  P«i«:(<i,  thtrtc- 
fore,  are  always,  in  refpe6>  cf  thordif* 
portion,  younger  than  otlier  perfonst  a 
circumlUnce  that  gives  tht?  Inner  par?  of 
their  lives  r>me  inconfiftcnry.  The 
cool  phlegmatic  tribe  difcovcr  >t  in  the 
fcrmer. 

fcXVII. 

One  fomeliraes  mrets  With  tnSlancfS 
of  pr^nttcl  abruption  in  write!  <j  but  I 
woniler  it  is  not  ulVd  m^Te  fie«)utDtlv, 
as  it  has  a  profligious  ^ffcc^  ii}h>ii  the 
iwdcr.  F»>r  inibrcc  (after  FalA^tf*! 
difappointmeilt  iu  lerving  SIihIIow  at 
court) 

«  Maftcr  Shallow,  I  owe  vou  a  thoof^ 

•   pounds.'  SnAK»«ftil«i* 

When  Pantiulph  comni:in«lr-J  Philip 
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(i,  but  to  (heath  the  fword  he  had 
at  the  Po|>e*t  own  inftigationt 

V  It  had  alretdy  coft  Philip  eighty 
houfand  pound  lo  preparatloni/    - 

r  the  detail  of  King  John*$  ab- 
Dtniflion  to  the  Pope't  legate: 

Joha  was  hated  and  defpifed  before.* 

perhaps,  the  ftrongell  of  all  may 
m  from  the  Scripture,  (conclu- 
a  chapter  in  St.  John) 

Mow  Bafabbas  was  a  robber.* 
LXVIII. 

set  hurts  himfeJf  by  writing  profe^ 
:e-hor(e  hurts  his  motions  by  conr 
iing  to  draw  |n  a  team. 

LXIX. 

fuperior  iiolitenefs  of  the  French 
iotbing  more  difcernible  than  in 
ales  ufed  by  them  and.  us  to  ex- 
n  aiFair  bcin^  in  agitation.  The 
fays,  •  Surla  tapi&V,  the  latter, 
n  the  anvil.*  Does  It  not  fhew 
,e  finceriiy  and  ferious  face  with 
we  enrer  upon  bufirefs,  and  the 
:nt  and  jaunty  air  with  which  they 
n  even  the  moft  important?' 

LXX. 

re  are  two  qu.ilitisc  adherent  to 
oft  ingenious  authors:  I  do  not 
without  exception .  A  decent  pnde 
ill  admit  of  no  feryility,  and  a 
h  baflifulnefs  that  kieps  their 
concealed:  the  ^  fuperbia  qu/rfita 
fj,'  and  the  *  mtjfus puJor,"  of  Ho' 

The  one  wiil  not  luftcr  them  to 
idvance^  to  the  grcr.t;  the  other 
es  that  incrlt  for  whi'.'n  the  ^Trent 

itek  out  ihirm.  AJd  to  flicfe 
rqucnt  indolence  of  fpcculative 
s. 

LXXI. 

oeiical  genius  leeins  the  moft  e!e- 
f  youthful  accompli fliiiients J  but 
ntiicly  a  youthful  one.  Flights 
:y,  gaiety  of  behaviour,  fpright- 
yt  drefs,  and  a  blooming  afpe^V, 
re  very  amicably  to  their  mutual 
iftiinentj  but  the  poetic  talent  has 
re  to  do  with  age,  than  It  would 
lis  Grace  of  Canterbury  to  have  a 
at  country  dances«  or  a  genius 
:atch. 

LXXII. 

:  moft  ob&quious  Mufelt  like  the 
^  MiBottuia  dip  a  Uil  to  txtrj  Indiui  a^^qa  ^«X  ^\VRii&a9ask» 


fondeiland  moft  mlllji^  ecu  tezans,  (el- 
doin^eave  us  any  reafon'to  boaft  much 
of  their  favours.      ...   ^^ 
Lxxni. 

If  you  write  ^n  original  piece,  you 
wonder  no  one  ever  thought  of  the  beft 
of  I'uhjefls  before  you;  h  a  tranftation^ 
of  tbebeft  authoTfi. 

Lxxry.  . 

The  antient  poets  feem  to  value  them* 
(elves  greatly  upon  their  power  of  per- 
petuating the  f:«me  9f  tUciv  cotempora- 
lies.  Indeed  the  circumftance  that  hat 
fixed  th?ir  language,  has  been  the  only 
means  .of  verifying  Ibn^e  of  their  vam« 
glorious. propliecies.  Oihcrwife,  the  hif- 
torians  appear  more  equal  to  the  tafk 
of  conferilng  immortality.  An  hiftory 
will  live,  though  written  ever  fo  indif- 
ferei>tly^  and  is  generally  lefs  fufpe^l- 
ed,  tlun  the  rhetoric  of  the  Mufes. 

J    ...  '-XXV. 

I  wonder  authors  do  not  difcovcr  how 
much  more  elegant  it  is  to  fix  their 
name  to  the  end  of  their  preface,  or  any 
introdufbary  addrefs,  than  to  the  title- 
page.  . .  It  is,  perhaps,  for  the  fake  of 
an  F.R.S.  or  an  LL,  D.  at  the  end  of 
ii.        ■ 

l.XWX. 

It  HiouM  feem,  t:ie  many  lieSi  dif- 
CL-rniblc  in  books  of -trivels.  may  he 
owing  to  accounts  colle£led  from  impro- 
per people.  Were  one  to  give  a  cha* 
rafler  of  the  Eng^ilh,  from  what  the 
vulgar  a^  and  bt-licve,  it  would  con- 
v;^y  *  a  A:ange  idea  of  the  Englifli  u&<- 
derftanding, 

LXXVII. 

Might  rot  the  poem  on  the  Sealons 
h:ive  1v.'i»n  if  mlcred  more  *uni,'  by  giving 
out  th.c  dtii^n  of  (mature  :n  the  begin- 
ning ot'  v.';;:[er,  and  afteiwardi  conii*- 
di-i  ing  all  the  varieties^  of  feafon  as  means 
aiming  at  one  end? 

LXXVIU.       . 

Critics  muil  excufe  met  if  I  compare 
them  to  certain  animals  called  ailes; 
who,  bv  gnawing  vinea«  originalljr 
taught  the  great  ^\'antage  of  pruning 
them. 

txxix. 

Every  good  p6^  includes  t  critic ; 
.the  rcverfe  will  not  hold. 

LXXX. 

We  want  a  word  to  expn^  tbe 
IJjjpes  or  HoJ^a  of  the  ancicntt  \  amoae 
them,  perfaapiv  the  moft  iif^ibk  (& 
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all  charaAeni  yet  with  us  tnnflated 
'  Hoft,'  which  we  apply  alfo  to  an  Inn- 
Jcecper.  Neither  have  we  any  word  to 
exprefs  AmU^f  as  if  we  thought  a  ^p- 
min  always  was  foinewhit  mors  or  lefs 
than  a  friend. 

LJfXXI. 

I  know  not  where  any  Latin  author 
ufes  Ignoios  otherwife  than  as  '  ohicure 

•  pcrtons,*  as  the  modem  phraie  im- 
plies, *  whwnnoboily  knows ;'  yet  it 
is  ufcd  differently  on  Mrs.  L— — 's 
monument. 

LXXXII. 

The  philofopher,  who  confidered  the 
world  as  one  vaft  animal,  could  el^cem 
himfelf  nq  other  than  a  loufe  upon  the 
back  of  it, 

LXXXIII. 

Orators  and  rtaRc-coachmcn,  when 
the  one  wanti  arguments,  and  the  other 
a  coat  of  arms,  adorn  their  caufe  and 
their  coaches  with  rhetoric  and  flower- 
pots. 

Lxxxrv. 

It  is  idle  to  he  much  afliduou^  in  the 
peiufal  of  inferior  poeirv.  Homer, 
Virgil,  and  Horace,  give  the  true  iai*c 
in  com}K>rition  ]  and  a  pcribn^s  own 
imagination  fliould  be  able  to  i'upply 
the  reft. 

In  the  fnme  tpanner,  it  is  fii^>eifluous 
to  purfue  inftiior  degrees  of  fame.  One 
truly  fplendid  action,  or  one  well- 
iiniihed  compoiition,  includes  more  than 
all  the  refults  from  more  trivial  perform- 
^nces.  I  mean  this  for  pcrfons  who 
niak«  fame  their  only  motive. 

Very  few  fentiments  arc  proper  to  l»e 
put  in  a  perfon*s  mouth,  during  the  fu  11 
attack  of  gri«f. 

Evtry  thing  difgufts,  but  mere  fim- 
plicit\';  the  (cripiural  wi  iters  defcribe 
their  heroes  iifing  only  fome  fuch  phrafe 
as  this:  •  Alas'  my  brother!'  *  O  Ab- 
'  falom,  niy  font  my  font'  &;c.  The 
lamentation  of  Saul  over  Jonathan  i^ 
more  diflPufr,  but  at  the  fame  time  en- 
tiwly  fimple. 

Angling  is  literally  dcTcribed  by  Mar- 
tial— 

From  JJIumfadms  (eems  to  come  the 
Engbib  phrafc  and  cuilom  of  flriking  a 

*  bargain. 

J  like  Ovid*s  Amours  better  than  hit 
EpiMeip    Then  Ibcms  a  greattr  vancty 
ofnatunl  thoughtti  whereas,  when  one 
^«i  read  thtfubjc&  of  ont  of  h»  cpidVcs, 


oine  fcreftcs  what  it  will  produce  in  i 
writer  of  his  imagination. 

The  plan  of  his  Ele^es,  for  the  irnft 
part  well  defigned.  The  anrwcri  of 
Sahinus,  nothing. 

Nccetfity  may  be  the  mother  of  hi- 
crative  inyentiou;  but  is  the  death  of 
poetical. 

If  a  perfon  fufpe fls  his  phrafc  to  be 
fome  what  too  familiar  and  abjeA,  it 
wfi-e  proper  he  (hould  accuAom  him&lf 
to  compofe  in  blank  vcrfe  i  but  let  him 
be  much  upon  his  guard  againft  Antiut 
PlftoPsphrafcology. 

Pj  ovidence  teems  altoeetlier  impartial         | 
in  the  dilpcnfution  which  beliowk  riches        1 
itpon  one  affd  a  contempt  of  riches  upon 
another. 

Rel'pefi  is  the  general  end  for  which 
riches,  power,  place,  title,  and  tara«, 
are  implicitly  dcfirw!.  When  oiie  is 
poflefTed  of  the  end,  through  any  one  of 
thefe  means,  is  it  not  wholly  unphilolb- 
phical  to  covet  the  remainder? 

Lord  Shafteiburjr,  in  the  genteel  mi- 
nageincnt  of  fome  familiar  ideas,  feems 
to  have  no  equal.  He  difcoven  an 
eloign ment  ft'oni  vulgar  phrafes  much 
hecoihing  a  yeifon  of  quality.  H'S 
(kttches  ftiouM  be  (tudied,  like  tbot'e  of 
Raphael.  His  Enquiry  is  one  of  tlw 
Ihortell  and  cicareli  lyltems  of  morality. 
The  qucftion  is,  whether  you  diltin- 
guifh  me,  becaufc  you  have  bcitci  fenfe 
than  other  people j  or  whether  youfeem 
to  have  better  fenfe  than  other  people, 
bc'caufe  vou  diftinguifli  me. 

One  feels  the  fame  kind  of  difguft  in 
reading  Roman  Itiilory,  which  one  does 
in  nu\e!s,  or  even  epic  pottr}'.  We  too 
^."ifilyforcl*cctowhoii»thevl£lorywillf^ll. 
The  hero,  the  knighi-crmnt,  and  the 
Roman,  are  too  feldom  overcome. 

The  elegance  and  dignity  of  the  Ro- 
mans is  in  nothing  moi-e  confpicuous 
than  in  their  anfwu»  to  ambalTadors. 

There  is  an  important  omilTion  in  nviit 
of  ourgramnuir-!choo|R,  through  which 
what  we  read,  either  of  tabiilo^is  or  real 
hilUry,  leaves  cither  faint  or  conhilcd 
imprc)\lons.  I  mean  the  neg!c5l  of  o!>l 
geographic  maps.  Were  maps  of  an- 
tient  Greece,  Sicily,  Italy,  &c.  in  uie 
there,  the  knowledge  we  there  acquirt 
would  not  want  to  be  renewed  after- 
waids,  as  is  now  generally  the  calc. 

A  perfon  pf  a  pedantic  turn  will  fpend 
&vt  NtSict  \tv  ttantUtin^t  and  contending 
for  \Tit  Vm9lu.<\«%  ol  a.^oit«\Q^sti^iLtwW 
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he  author!  who  wi(h  to  £icri6ce 
lole  character  of  genius  to  that 
ing. 

nu  has  emtf  ivourcd  to  prove*  In 
his  admirihle  fatireSy  that  man 
iKinncr  of  pretence  to  prcFer  his 
;  ttei'ore  thole  of  the  brute  crea* 
DUliiiim  has  tranHated  him:  rtiy 
ocheilrr  has  iicitated  him:  and 
r.  Pope  declares— 

afon  raife  oVr  inftla£t  how  you  can» 
:h  God  dirrdb ;  in  that  'tis  man. 

;d,  the  EfTiy  oa  Man  abounds 
liuilrations  of  this  maxim  j 
is  amazing  to  find  how  many 
5  reafons  may  be  urged  to  fup- 
It  i'eemi  evident  that  our  itch 
niftg,  and  Ipirit  of  curiolity,  pre* 
nore  happinefs  than  it  can  pof- 
irance.  Whst  numbers  of  dif- 
e  entirely  artificial  things,  far 
s  ability  of  a  brute  to  contrive  } 
eliOi  and  deny  ourfelves  cheap 
iiral  gratifications,  through  fpe- 

prefciences  and  doubts  abuut 
I  c.  We  cannot  difcovcr  the  dc- 
our  Crcau)r,     We  (hould  learn 

biiitcs  to  be  eafy  under  our  ig- 
,  and  happy  in  thole  obje6ls  that 
ended,  uhvioully,  for  our  hap- 
not  oveilook  the  flawers  of  the 

and  foolifliiy  perplex  ourfelves 

intricacies  oif  the  labyrinth. 
1  but  two  editions  of*^  all  books 
^er.     One  of  the  finaple  text, 
d  bv  a  focicty  of  able  hands : 
with  the  various  readings,  and 

of  the  ablell  commentators. 
i.tc2Vour,  all  one*s  days,  to  for- 
niinds  with  learning  and  philo* 
^  to  I'pend  ft^  much  in  armour 
has  nothing  left  to  defend. 
:  would  think  with  philofuphers, 
ji  converie  but  little  with  the 
Thefc,  by  their  very  number, 
e  a  pcrlbn  into  a  fondncls  for 
tec,  a  love  of  money,  a  dcfire  uf 

and  other  plebeian  pafli^ns  t 
vhich  they  adinii-c,  becaufe  ihty 
fhaic  in,  and  have  not  karning 
f  the  pl'jce  of  experience. 

the  mjii  elegant  and  principal 
oinan  hlltorians,  v/as,  perhaps, 
iHtious  as  the  mod  unleainetl 
Wc  fee,  he  never  is  dellitutc 
ranees^  acci\rately  deCcribeit  and 

a/rntett,  to  rnpi>ort  particular  ^ 
^  rhe  :.n.f;j'0/ifiou  of  .ex^dodtd 


deities.  The  puerile  atten tton  to  chicken  t 
feeding  In  a  morning-^And  then  a  piece 
of  gravity  :  ?Ar*uiiySMr/  h^tc^  feAfar^ua 
ifta  Kon  eoHtt/nmnJd  j  fnaj^fiJ  mfti  i 
fnaximam  bauc  rem  fecf runt. 

It  appears  from  the  Roman  hiftoriansy 
that  tlie  Romans  bad  a  particular  vcnc- 
ration  for  the  fortunate.  Their  epithbt 
*  Felix'  fcctns  ever  to  imply  a  favourite 
of  tlie  gods.  I  am  miltaken,  or  modern 
Rome  has  generally  a^ed  in  an  oppofite 
manner.  Numbers  amongd  thetn  have 
been  canonized  upon  tbe-lingle  merit  bf 
misfortunes. 

How  different  appeal's  anticnt  and 
.  modem  dialogue,  on  account  of  fupcr- 
ficial  lubje£ls  upon  which  we  now  gene- 
rally converfe  Add  to  this,  the  ceremo- 
nial  of  modem  times,  and  the  number 
of  titles  wiih  which  fome  kings  clog  and 
encumber  converiation. 

The  celebrated  boldnefs  of  an  eafiern 
metaphor  is,  I  believe,  fometimes  allowed 
it  for  the  inconfiderable  fimilitude  It 
liears  to  it's  fubje^t. 

The  flyle  of  letters,  perhaps,  (houM 
not  rife  higher  than  the  Itylt  of  lefioed 
Cunverfation. 

Loveverfcs  written  without  real  uif- 
ficn,  aie  often  die  moll  naufcous  ot  all 
Conceits.  Thofe  written  from  the  heart 
will  ever  bring  to  mind  that  ilelifhtful 
fenfoh  o\  yoUth,  and  poetry,  and  love. 

Virgil  gives  one  fuch  exceffive  plea- 
furc  in  his  writings,  beyond  any  other 
writer,  by  unilin^  the  moit  perfeft  har- 
mony of  metre,  with  the  molt  pleafing 
ideas  or  images : 

^altm  v'triinee  iemrjumpdihcrjltrem^ 

And 

Amentum  Psridfve  lafU  '  ■ 

With  a  thoufand  better  instances. 

NcthInF;  tfcnds  fo  much  to  produre 
drunkennefs,  or  even  madnefsi  as  the 
frequent  ufe  of  parentheles  in  converfa- 

tlOUk 

Few  greater  images  of  impatience, 
than  a  general  feeinghis  brave  army  over- 
nntched  and  cut  to  pieces,  and  looking 
out  contmually  to  fee  his  ally  ap»*roach 
with  forces  to  his  afiiflancei  Sec  Shake- 
fp^rci 

When  my  dear  Tercyy  i^heh  fcy  hearths  dear 

Harry, 
Cai>  many  ■  nofthwanS  look  to  fee  his  father 
firing  nf  ms  ^0fi*tv-»>iia^ViL5k!^\wiii;\tk^<ai  ^ 
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SI M  i l^L  ': ,  tli .t  vn  :Vom  oiU  circiim- 
lUncesiiul  crfVrts  itrangcly  accidcn- 
lai,  bear  a  n  ar  illation  lo  tal'c  wit. 
i  he  brlt  inliaiKc  of  the  kind  is  that  ce- 
jebratcd  line  ot  Waller: 
He  grafp'd  at  lOve,  and  fiird  his  hand  with 
bays. 

Virgil  dlfcoTcrs  left  w^t,  and  more 
taftc,  than  any  wiiter  in  the  world. 
Some  inlhinces. 

— *L»«rtfff:yiir  hihflat  em:rm. 

WJiat  Lucretius  fays  of  the  EiUta 
dcilnn^fiipientum  templa — The  tern  pier 
of  philofophcrs— appears  in  no  fenfc 
more  applicable  than  to  a  fnug  and  eal'y 
chariot : 

Dijpunt  KKtii  querns  j/i  f,  fejfuique  lidtre 
Errartf  a: que  viam  fala/itts  qugcrin  liije  * 

i.  c.  From  whence  you  may  look  down 
upon  foot-paflengers,  fee  thim  wander- 
ing on  each  fide  you,  and  pick,  their  way 
through  the  dirt : 

— —  Serioufljr 
From  learning*!  t-iw'ring  height  to  gaze 

aroundi 
And  fee  plebeian  fpirits  range  below. 

There  is  a  fort  of  mafonr}'  in  poetry, 
wherein  the  paufe  reprcrfcnts  the  ioints  of 
building ;  which  oueht  in  every  line  and 
courfc  to  have  their  difpofition  varied. 

The  difference  betwixt  a  %vitty  writer 
and  a  writcrof  taftc  is  chiefly  this.  The 
former  is  negligent  what  ideas  hr  iniro- 
ducett  fo  he  joins  them  fiirprifinfrly. 
The  latter  is  principally  careful  what 
images  he  intro«mcce,  ami  fludies  Cm- 
plicity  rather  tlnn  furpnze  in  his  man- 
nrrof  introiiiL^ion. 

It  may  in  lome  mralnre  i'"-o'!r,T  lor 
the  difference  of  tafte  in  rhr  indm^  of 
books,  to  confider  the  di!fer''ncc  of  o«ir 
rvs  for  mufic.  One  is  not  plcafed 
without  a  perfcft  melody  of  flyK  be 
the  fenfc  what  it  will  :  another,  of  pn 
car  for  nnific,  givot  to  Icnie  it's  lull 
weight  wiihmit  any  dcdu^llon  on  ac- 
count of  iiaiili^efs. 

U2nncny  of  period  and  m«loiy  of 
/?••'>  As  rr  crrater  wfight  thaiiii  eet^nal- 


ly  imagined  in  the  judgment  wc  pafi 
u-,K>n  writing  and  writers.  As  a  pi  cot 
of  thisy  let  us  reflef^,  what  texts  of  i 
Scripture,  what  lines  in  poetry,  or  whii 
periods  we  moft  lemembcr  and  quotr) 
either  in  verfeor  profc,  and  wefhillfind 
them  to  be  only  muAcaJ  ones. 

I  wonder  the  antient  mythology  iit^'^r 
fhews  Apollo  enamouretl  of  Venut^ 
confiderin^the  remarkable  deference th» 
wit  has  paid  to  beauty  in  ill  as^.  Tk  \ 
Orientals  afl  more  confonantTy,  win 
they  fuppofe  the  nightingale  enamouivd 
of  the  role;  the  m^R  harmonious bini of 
the  faired  and  molt  delightful  flower. 

Hope  is  a  flatterer  :  but  the  moll  up* 
right  of  all  parafite* ;  for  (he  fttqueDti 
the  poor  mm^s  hut,  as  well  as  thepalice 
of  his  fupcrior. 

What  is  termed  humour  in  proft,  I 
conceive,  would  be  confidered  as  bur* 
Icfque  in  poetr)-:  of  which  inftaoces  may 
be  given. 

Perhaps,  burlefque  may  be  diridcd 
into  fuch  as  turns  chiefly  upon  the 
thought,  and  fuch  as  depends  roorcviwn 
the  exprefTion ;  or  we  may  add  a  third 
kind,  confifting  in  thoughts  ridiculoufly 
dreiTed  in  language  mucn  above  or  below 
their  dignity. 

The  Splendid  Shilling  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, and  the  Hudibras  of  Butler,  ait 
the  mod  obvious  inilances.  ButUff 
however,  depended  much  upon  the  lu- 
dicrous  effefl  of  his  double  rhimes.  I" 
other  refpe£ls,  to  declare  my  own  fenti- 
mcnts,  he  is  rather  a  witty  writer  tl»aft 
n  humorous  one. 

Sent  s  below  verfe,  merely  verffie** 
lay  cLiini  to  a  degree  of  humour. 

Swift  in  poetry  deferves  a  place  fofl**- 
whrre  betwixt  Butler  and  Horace.  *^ 
\:\i  tl-.c  wit  of  the  former,  and  thegrK*' 
ful  necrligcnce  which  wc  find  in  the  l*t' 
tcr's  epirtles  and  fatires.  I  believe,  ft* 
prrp!c  difcover  lefs  humour  in  V^ 
QMixotc  than  myfclf.  '  For  hcfidc  the 
*:;cR':ral  famenrfs  of  adventure,  where!'? 
it  is  eafy  to  forefee  what  he  will  do  on 
moi\  occalions,  it  is  not  lb  eafy  lo  r»w<; 
3  laufrh  from  the  wild  atchievemfnts  ol 
a  mAditv^in.  The  tiatural  pafljon  in  tk*^ 
cufc  \%  ^\>f ,  WivVv  ;<ixi\t  ^twiJ\  yscwft* 
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at  moft.  San^hb^  charaAer  is 
I  cofflic;  TLTidf  were  it  removed 
the  romance,  wmild  difcovcr  how 
there  was  of  humoiir  ia  the  chamc- 
Doa  Q;^ixoc«. 


It  is  a  fine  ftroke  of  Ccr\'antes,  when 
Saiicho,  fick.  of  his  government,  makes 
no  anfwfr  to  his  comforters,  but  ainfs 
diref^W  at  his'fhoes  and  iiockings. 


ESSAY     XXVIIL 
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tiE  arguments  againd  pride  diawn 
fo  freqtiemly  by  our  clergy  from 
neral  infumity,  circumflances,  and 
rophe  of  our  nature,  are  extremely 
ig  anil  infignjficant.  Man  is  not 
I  as  a  fpecics,  but  as  an  individual^ 
IS  comp;inng  himfelf  with  other 
1,  but  with  his  fellow-creatures. 

lave  often  thought  that  people  draw 
'  of  their  ideas  of  agreeablenefs,  in 
d  to  proportion,  colour,  &c.  from 
own  puibns. 

III. 
Is  happy  enough  that  the  fame  vices 
u  impair  one's  fortune,  frequently 
our  contlitution,  that  the  one  may 
irvive  the  other.      . 

IV. 

ftrence  often  (hrlnks  and  withers 
ich  upon  the  approach  of  intimacy, 
i  fenfitive  plant  does  upon  the  touch 
e*s  finger. 

V. 

ie  word  Folly  is,  perhaps,  the  pret- 
nwd  in  the  language.  Amufcment 
Diverfion  are  good  weli-meanin^ 
s :  but  Paftime  is  what  never  ihould 
eil  but  ill  a  bad  fcnfe  :  it  is  vile  to 
Kh  a  thing  is  agreeable,  becaufe  it 
I  to  pafs  the  time  away. 

VI. 

uicing  in  the  rough  is  one  of  the 
natui-al  expi^ons  of  joy,  and  co- 
ls with  jumping.  When  it  is  re- 
td,  it  ia  merely  cum  ratione  in- 
t. 

VII. 

plain,  downright^  open-hearted 
v*s  converlitrion,  is  as  inlipid,  fays 
Kime,as  a  play  without  a  plpt^  it  does 
Bbrd  onethcamufementof  cbmking. 

Vlll. 

be  fortunate  have  many  parafites  : 
!  is  the  only  one  that  voucnfafes  tt- 
inoe  U/HU2  iht:  tvnptcbed  and  the 

IT. 


IX. 


A  man  of  genius  miftaking  his  tnlcnt 
lofcs  the  advantage  of  being  diilin- 
guiihedi  a  fool  of  being  undilliuguiilied. 

X. 

Jealoufy  is  the  fear  or  apprchciifion 
of  fuperioiity  :  Envy  our  uneaGnelt 
under  it. 

XI. 

What  fomc  people  term  Freedom  U 
nothing  elfe  than  a  liberty  of  faying  and 
doing  difagrceable  things.  It  is  but  car- 
rying the  notion  a  little  higher,  and  it 
would  require  us  to  break  and  have  a 
head  broken  reciprocally  without  of- 
fence. 

XII. 

I  cannot  fee  why  people  are  aftiamed 
to  acknowledge  their  palTion  for  popu- 
larity. The  love  of  popularity  is  the 
love  of  being  beloved. 

XIII. 

The  ridicule  with  which  fome  people 
affc^l  to  triumph  over  their  fu|)eriors,  it 
as  though  tlie  moon  under  an  eclipfe 
(hould  pretend  to  laugh  at  the  fun. 

XIV. 

^ralous  men  are  ever  difplaying  to 
yon  the  (hength  of  their  Iielief,  while 
judicious  men  ai-e  ihewing  you  the 
grounds  of  it. 

XV. 

I  confider  your  very  tefly  and  quarrel- 
fame  people,  in  the  f:ime  light  as  I  do  a 
loaded  gun;  which  may  by  accident  go 
off  and  kill  one. 

XVI. 

I  am  afraid  humi'iity  to  genius  is  as 
an  extiiiguifhcr  to  a  candle. 
xvn. 

Many  perfons,  when  exalted,  aflftime 
an  iniblent  humility,  who  behaved  bcfoie 
witli  an  infolcnthaughtineff. 

.  XVIII. 

Men  are  fometimes  accufed  cf  pri()e, 
merely^ becaufe  their  aecufers  woN\li\A 
..proud  £ban£tVm  \^  ^t^  ^«%  "vai-'fiB«« 
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Men  of  fine  parts,  they  fay^  are  often 
proud  i  I  ani'weryduU  people  are  Icldom 
fo,  antl  both  a£l  upon  an  tjypearance  of 
I'cafon. 

XX. 

It  WHS  obferved  of  a  moft  accomplifh- 
cd  lady,  that  (\\c  was  wit))al  Ho  very  mo- 
ileft,  that  one  foinetitnes  thought  (lie 
negle£^ed  the  praifcs  of  her  v^it,  becaufe 
flie  could  depend  on  thofe  of  her  beauty; 
at  other  times,  that  flic  flighted  thofc  of 
her  I)eauty,  knowing  flie  might  rely  on 
thofc  of  her  wit. 

XXI. 

The  only  dlfFcitncehclwat  wine  and 
ale  fei'ms  to  be  that  of  chemic  and  ga- 
lenic medicines. 

XXII." 
It  is  the  reduplication  or  accumula. 
tion  of  compliments,  that  gives  them 
their  agreeablenefs :  I  mean,  when, 
fceming  to  vvander  from  the  fubjefl,  you 
I  etui  n  to  it  agiin  with  greater  force.  As 
a  common  inflance:  *  I  wifli  it  was  ca* 

*  pable  of  a  precife  demon (t ration  how 

*  much  I  efleem,  love,  aiut  honour  you» 
'  beyond  all  the  rich,  the  gay,  th'egicat, 

*  of  this  fubluAary  fphere:   but  I  be- 

*  lieve  that  both  divines  and  hymen  will 

*  agi'ee  that  the  fublimeft  and  moll  va- 
■  luable  truths  are  oftentimes  kaft  ca* 

*  pable  of  demonltration.* 

XXIII. 

It  is  a  noble  piece  of  policy  that  is 
tifed  in  fome  arbitrary  governments, 
(but  fuitable  to  none  other]  to  inftil  it 
into  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  their 
Great  Duke  knoweth  all  things. 

XXIV. 

In  a  heavy  opprefliv'e  atmofpheret 
when  the  fpirits  fuik  too  luw,  the  belt 
cordial  is  to  read  over  all  the  letters  of 
one*s  friends. 

XXV. 

Pride  and  modefly  ai%  fometimes 
found  to  unite  together  in  the  famecha- 
rafVer:  and  the  mixture  is  as  falutar)*  as 
that  of  wine  and  water.  The  worft 
combination  I  know  is  that  of  avarice 
and  pride;  as  the  former  naturally  ob- 
flruas  the  good  that  pride  eventually 
produces.     What  I  mean  is,  expence. 

XXVI. 

A  great  many  tunes,  by  t  variety  of 
circum rotatory  ftourifliesi  put  one   in 
mind  of  a  lark*s  defcent  to  the  grotmd. 
XXVII. 

PoopJe  frequently  ufc  tVi«  cx^relTiQin, 
'  1  zm  inclined  to  think  fo  ahdfof  ntit 


confidering  that  they  are  thenXpokiiig 
the  moil  literal  of  ail  truths. 

XXVIII. 

The  firft  part  of  a  newfpipcr  whidt 
an  ill  natui'lii  man  examines,  is»  the  lilt 
of  bankrupts,  an  J  the  billt  o{  moru- 
lity. 

XXIX. 

The  chief  thing  which  induces  men  of 
fenfe  to  ufe  airs  o(  fuperiority,  is  thecoo- 
teniplarion  f»f  coxconibs ;  thit  is,  con- 
ceited foolf  i  who  yrould  otherwife  nn 
away  wiih  the  ixkn  of  fcnfe's  piiri- 
Jcgci. 

XXX. 

To  br  entirely  engrofled  by  antiquityi 
and  as  it  were  eaten  up  with  mil,  is  a 
bad  compliment  to  the  prefent  age. 

XVXI. 

Aflc'  to  borrow  Axpence  of  the  Mofei 
and  they  tell  you,  at  prefent  tlier  se 
out  of  cafli,  but  hereafter  they  will  fur- 
nifli  you  with  Ave  thoufand  jKmndi. 

XXXII. 

The  arg\iment  ag.iinlt  reftrainingoor 
paflionsi  becaufe  we  fliall  not  m)i 
have  it  in  our  power  to  gratify  tbcfli,  it 
much  ftron^er  for  their  reftralnt,  thia 
it  is  for  their  indulgence. 

XXXIII. 

Few  men,  that  would  caufe  refpfA 
and  diftance  merely,  can  (ay  any  thiog 
by  which  their  end  will  be  (o  efraiullf 
anfwered  as  by  fllence. 
XXXIV. 

There  is  nothing  more  nniTer&nT 
commended  than' a  fine  day;  the  roTpo 
is»  that  people  can  commend  it  witboiU 
envy. 

XXXV. 

One  may,  modellly  enough*  calcahi^ 
one's  appeaiance  for  refpdSt  upon  tbf 
road,  where  rtfyeSi  and  convenience  b 
remarkably  coincide. 

XXXVI. 

Although  a  man  cannot  procure  Aini- 
felf  a  title  at  pleafure,  he  may  vaiy  tbt 
appellation  he  goes  by,  confide?ab'y- 
As,  from  Tom,  to  Mr.  Thomasi » 
Mr.  Miilgrove,  to  Thomas  Mufgro*'' 
Efquire.  And  this  by  a  beharioor  tf 
referve,  or  familiarity. 
XXXVII. 

For  a  man  of  genius  to  condefceo^  >^ 
cpnverfation  with  vulgar  people,  p^ 
the  fenfation  that  a  tall  man  feels  oobr 
ing  forced  co  ftoop  in  a  low  room* 
xxxvtix. 

*T\\tr«  \%  tvQfi\v\-ts%  Tww*-  Mtttterralif 
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flatterer^  do  not  alwtys 
inUi  hccaiife  lie  imagines 
able  enough  to  delierve  his 
It  is  a  tacit  fort  of  com- 
be cllecms  theiii  to  be  fucb 
his  while  to  flatten 
tcU  Mm  he  hatet  Aaccrry, 
Ks»  being  then  mol\  fiatitied,' 

ShaIC£8PKASB« 

XXXIX. 

las  fometimes  more  public 
nerit.  Honorio  and  his  fa- 
nirning  for  their  anceflor} 
ill  the  world  was  internal 

I  domett  ic  people,  who  talk 
litv  and  home-felt  fatisfac- 
,  the  fams  bieath  difcover 
ley  envy  a  (liining  charac- 
this  coniideiu^ 
prejudiced/  fays  PcJanti* 
I  not  trtke  your  wore!,  or 
Slcr,  of  that  nun.'— «  But 
s  of  my  prejuiiice  aie  the 
ny  accufaiion.* 
lan's  intimaiKS  are  gene- 
:ac^?d  to  him,  than  the  man 
humility  can  jiiTiend  his  to 
afon  is,  the  former  pays  a 
iliment  in  -his  cqndefcen- 

ion  of  a  king  ii  fo  far  frqm 
do,  as  pedants  term  it;  that, 
ave  n)agnanimity,  it  is  tho 
ow;  as  he  has  alfuredly  the 
nities  of  diftinguifhing  me- 
arcing  obligations* 

XL. 
4t  d^mintts  JplifidiJi'ir  r  i. 

gentleman,  evidently  ap- 
;oniiderahle  by  fccming  ro 
utune,  than  a  citizen  and 
his  endeavours  to  magnify 

XLI. 

!  of  fcnfe,  for  the  benefit  of 
NTould  be  plagued  with  cqI- 
ition! 

XLII. 

nakes  large  amends  for  the 
the  perfons  wJ)o  labour  un- 
e  prejudice  it  affords  every 
in  in  their  favour. 

XLIH. 

oughts  often  coincide  with 
id  are  genenlly  the  beft 
W^  firlt  reliAi  nature  and 
then  »rti£cizl  amuiementf» 
rAen  become  jjnpaticQt  to 
matfy  9g:iia, 


XLlV*   , 

While  we  labour  to  fubdue  our  paf- 
(ions,  we  (bould  take  care  not  toextin- 
guifh  them.  Subduing  our  paflions,  is 
difengagiogourfelves  from  the  world  $  to 
whicby  howcveri  whilft  we  refide  in  it» 
we  mull  always  bear  relation;  and  we 
may  detach  ouffelves  to  fuch  a  degree  as. 
to  pafs  an  ufelefs  and  infipid  life,  which 
we  were  not  meant  to  do.  Our  exiftenca 
here  is  at  leaft  one  part  of  a  fy(len>. 

A  man  has  generally  the  good  or  ill 
qualities  whtchhe  attributes  to  mankind, 

XLV. 

Anpr  and  the  thirft  of  revenge  are  a 
kind  of  fever.  Fighting,  and  law- fuits* 
bleeding;  at  leaft,  an  evacuation.  The 
latier  occafiuns  a  diflipation  of  money; 
thf!  feurmer  of -thofe  nery  fpirits  whkh 
caufe  a  preternatural  fcroKntatiom  .  ^ 
XLVI.     - 

Were  a  man  of  pleaAire  to  arrive  a( 
the  full  extant. of  his  feveral  wifl  es,  lit 
muft  immediately  feel  himfelf  miterable; 
It  is  one  fprcies  of  defpair  to  have  no 
room  to  hope  for  .any  addition  to  one*s 
happinert. 

His  following  wifh  muft  then  he  to 
wifl^  he  had  (bme  frefli  objed  for  his 
wifhes.  A  ftrong  argument  that  our 
minds  and  bodies  were  both  meant  tobf 
for  evei-  a£livc.- 

XLyir. 

I  have  icen  one  evil  underneath  the 
funi  which  gives  mp  particular  mortifi- 
cation. 

The  rcferve  or  fliynefsof  nien  of  fcnfe 
generally  confines  them  to  a  fmal)  ac- 
quaintances ^^  th^y  ^"^  numbers  their 
avowed  enemies,  the  fimilarity  of  whofe 
taftes,  had  fortune  brought  them  once 
acquainted,  would  have  rendered  ihem 
their  fondeft  friends. 

XLVIIX. 

A  mere  relator  of  matters  of  fa6l,  is 
fit  only  for  an  evidence  in  a  court  of 
juflice. 

XLIX. 

If  a  man  be  of  fuperior  dignity  to  a 
woman,  a  woman  is  liirely  as  much  fu- 
perior to  a  nnan  that  is  effeminated. 
Lilly^s  rule  in  the  grammar  has  well 
enough    adjufled    this    fubordination* 

*  Tl^  mafculine  is  more  worthy  thap 

*  the  feminine,  and  the  feminine  moia 
'  worthy  than  the  neuter.' 

A  ffentlemiA  oC  {oT\>&xsitW\>\^  cK'^a^ 
compTainmg  q{  Uxta\  xYii^  VC\%  t^^Nj 
incQnMcrihWi  \\kax  ^«  ^w^  wi«  ^*^k^ 
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lo  much  of  it  aj  tlie  world  is  ready  to 
inragine.  A  ii«nf  citizeiii  en  the  othtr 
h'jndi  i«  alw.4ys  aiming  tn  fliew  his 
iicIks;  Taxs,  thil  he  employs  lb  imr.v 
hands;  hi-  kee|i%  hi-  wit>  :\  chatle  and 
one;  Hr.d  ulhs  much  of  his  Chinefeor- 
Tiaments  at  his  paltry  cake-houlc  in  the 
c!6imir)'.  Thty  hoth  aim'  at  praife,  but 
df  a  rerv  diftinifV  kind.  Noir-,  fuppof- 
ifig  tlie  Cit  wor^'n  as  much  in  money  at 
the  other  is  in  lard,  thrf  Gentleman  i'urc- 
ly  chiifes  ihe  better  method  of  oftenta- 
tion,  who  conlVit-rs  himlt^fas  rw|Hrrior  to 
hi>  ti'itiMK ,  i!nr.  he  wJu>  iccms  to  look 
U^>  tlf  his  t^rruhe,'  nnd  comeqQcntly  iktk 
kimlelfbei'.eiwh  if. 

IT, 

•  The  only  kind-  of  revenge  which  a 
man  of  ftniii  ntcd  rake 'upon  a  Icoun- 
drel,  »s,  by  a  f«rics  of  worthy  behaviour, 
to  force  him  to  admire  and  elleem  his 
tftcrhv,  and'yet  irritate  his  animofityy^y 
declining;  a  reconciliation.  As  Sir  John 
FvfftafTmight  fav,  *  turning  even  quar- 
«  rels  to  commodity .' 

LIf. 

It  is  poflfihie,  by  means  of  gltie,  to 
€onne6>  two  piects  of  wood  togetlier}  by 
a  powerful  cement,  to  roin  marble  j  by 
the  mediation  of  a  prieft,  to  unite  a  man 
Mnd  woman;  but  of  allafTociations,  the 
ir.ol^  ef!c6biai  is  betwixt  afn  idiot  and  a 
knave.  They  become  in  a  niar.ner  in- 
corporate. Tlie  former  feems  fo  framed 
to  admire  and  idolize  the  Utter,  that  the 
latter  m:iy  I'cize  and  devour  him  as  his 
proper  prey. 

Liri. 

The  fame  degree  of  penetration  that 
^twi  vmi  another  in  the  wrong,  fhews 
him  ;ilib,  in  ydpccl  to  that  iniiance,  vour 
inferiWr:  hence  the  ohler/aiion,  anu  the 
j-eal  hi'\,  that  pd'jiic  of  cloar  heads  are 
\vhat  the  world  calls  opinionated. 

LIV. 

There  is  noAe  cnn  baffle  men  of  fenfe, 
but  fouls,  on  whom  they  can  n>ake  no 
imprefrion. 

LV. 

The  regard  cne  fliews  oeconomy,  is 
4ike  that  we  Hicw  an  old  aunt  who  is  to 
lenve  us  fomething  at  laft.     Our  beha- 
viour on  this  account  is  as  much  con- 
ftrainLil  as  that 
*  Of  cnc  welUftudied  in  a  fad  oftent 
«  To  ploal-.  i-.i>  gran  am.'         SHAKEsr. 
I.VI, 

Fafhion  is  a  fjreat  reilra'.nt  upouyont 
pt»tipns  of  tafteaiid  fancy  i  who  wou\<\ 
o'Jnrsvife,  in  the  aioit  uiflirg  M>ft;iftc-;"s, 


lie  able  to  diftinguifh  themftlret  from 
the- vulgar. 

LVII. 

A  writer  who  pretends  to  poIiOi  the 
humnn  underiianding,  may  Mg  by  the 
fiHe  of  Rutter's  chariot,  who  ieilsa|W»- 
der  for  the  teeth. 

Lvtn. 

The  dlflFerence  there  isbetwixthoroiir 
anii  hoi-.e'^7.  icv-.v.s  to  he  ch:c"?y  in  iHs 
mtiHve.  The  mere  honeft  man  does  tf  Ji 
from  d«ty,  which  the  man  of  hofioor 
docs  for  the  fake  of  charafter. 

LIX. 

The  proverb  ought  to  run—'  A  f»l 
'•and  his  words  are  foon  parted^  a aiQ 
'  of  genius  and  his  money.* 

LX. 

A  man  of  wit,  ge:iiu$,  learning,  is 
apt  to  think  it  fomething  hard,  that  iscn 
cf  no  wit,  no  genius,  no  leaining,  (hould 
liave  a  greater  (liare  of  wealth  and  ho- 
nours; rot  confidering  that  their  obt; 
accompliAuntnt  ought  to  be  reckoneJ 
to  thcni  as  their  equivalent.  It  is  no 
reafon  tl.at  a  pcrfon  worth  five  thoular-d 
pounds,  Hiould  on  thut  account  have  a 
claim  to  twenty. 

LXI. 
A  wife  ought  in  reality  to  love  l»tf 
hulband  above  all  the  world;  btit  ikis 
firefeience  I  think  fbouhlj  in  point  of 
poliienefs,  bt  concejlei).  The  KSioo 
i^,  that  it  is  diigufting  to  fee  an  amsible 
woman  monopolized ;  and  it  is  eafy,  by 
proper  managenicnr,  to  wave  (all  I  con- 
tend for)  the  appearince. 

I'm. 
There  are  fotne  wounds  given  to  n- 
puUiiou,  thru  arc  like  the  wounds  of  3^ 
envenoiiied  sriowj  wlierc  wc  irrita:cai'd  j 
enlar«;c  the  orifice,  whiic  wecxtraft  tis 
Veardcd  weapon ;  vc:  cannot  ll.e  cur;  b; 
coivpieatcd  othtjAvilc. 

LXXIX.  ' 

Amongft  r.ll  the  vain- glorious  pro- 
fefTors  of  humility,  you  find  none  thM 
will  not  d-lcovcr  how  much  they  envy  a 
fliining  charaf^ei;  and  thi»  cither  bycen- 
luring  it  thcmfclves,  or  fhewiiig  a  ttii- 
fad  ion  in  foch  as  do,  Now  there  is  ih«i 
advantage  at  leaft  nriiing  fn>m  ambitiofi 
that  it  difpufes  one  to  diiiegard  a  thou- 
fand  indances  of  middling  grandeur; 
and  reduces  one^s  emulation  to  the  oar- 
row  circle  of  a  few  that  blaze.  I^  '• 
hcncs  a  convenient  diipohtior.  in  a  cou-- 
lYV  y\jvcc,^V\e\>:  vwtU encump^nfed  ^i*" 
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Iijiire  as  rural  cfquirts;  yet,  after  all, 
riiicover  no  mt^re  th.in  an  cvc:y-dny  ple- 
beian ch.iri^ler.  Thcle  a  peribn  of 
little  ambition  might  envy;  but  another 
•f  a  more  extensive  one  may,  in  any 
kind  of  Cii'cuniliancesy  diliegutd. 
LXIV. 

It  is  with  fome  men  as  with  fome 
borles:  whac  is  eftecmed  fpirit  in  themy 
proceeds  from  fear.  This  was  iin- 
doubtecUy  the  fource  of  that  feeminfi; 
^hit  difcovered  by  Tully^  in  regard  to 
his  amtagonift  M.  Antony.  He  knew 
he  mil  ft  deftroy  him,  or  be  deftroyed 
himfelf. 

LXV. 

.  Tlie  fame  qualities,  joined  with  vir- 
tue, often  fumifh  out  a  great  man, 
which V  united  with  a  different  principle, 
fumi(h  outran  iTighwayman;  I  mean, 
courage  and  ftrong  paflions.  And  they 
nmy  both  join  in  the  fame  expreflion, 
though  with  a  meaning  fomewhat  va- 

VemtmrntU  via  ejf,  fUg  me  jiiofue f^ffitm 
To/iere  bumo* 
i.  e.     *  Be  promoted,  or  be  hanged/ 

LXVI. 

True  Honour  is  to  honefty,  what  the 
cottrt  of  Chancery  is  to  common  law. 

#  LXVIX. 

Mifers,  as  death  approaches,  are  heap- 
ing up  a  cheft  of  reafons^toftand  in  more 
awe  of  him. 

A  man  fooner  finds  out  his  own 
foibles  in  a  ill  anger,  than  any  other 
foibles. 

LXIX. 

It  is  favourable  mough  on  the  fide  of 
learning,  that  if  an  hiftorian  mentions  a 

Sood  author,  it  does  not  feem  abfurd  to 
ile  b«m  a  great  roan:, whereas  the  fame 
phrafe  would  not  be  albwed  to  a  mciv 
illiterate  nobleman. 

LXX. 

It  is  lefs  wondei  ful  to  fee  a  wretched 
man  commence  an  hero,  than  an  Happy 
•lie. 

LXXI. 

An  high-fplrit  has  often  very  diffe- 
rent and  even  contrary  effefls.  It  fome- 
timea  operates  nootherwife  than  like  the 
visinirti^\  at  others,  it  induces  men  to 
buftlc  and  make  their  part  ;;ood  among 
their  fuperiors.  As  Mr.  Pope  fays— 
Some  pluo£:e  in  bufin:fs^  others  fliave  their 
urowoi* 


It  is  hy  no  means  Icfs  forcible,  when 
it  withJiivs  a  man  frun)  the  company 
of  thoic  with  whom  he  cannot  couverfe 
on  equal  terms;  it  leads  him  into  ibli- 
tude,  that,  if  he  cannot  appear  their 
equal,  he  may  at  Icaft  conceal  his  infe- 
riority. Tt  is  Allien,  obftinate,  difdain- 
ful,  haughty,  in  no  lefs  a  degree  than 
the  other  $  but  is,  perhaps,  more  genleelf 
and  lefs  citizen-like.  Sometimes  the 
other  fucceeds,  and  tlien  it  is  efteemed 
preferable;  but,  in  cafe  it  fail,  it  not 
only  expofes  a  perfon^s  mcannefs,  but  his 
impatience  under  it^  both  of  which  the 
reierved  fpirit  is  able  to  difguife — but 
then  it  ftands  no  chance  of  removing^ 
Pudar  ma/us  ukera  ctlaU 

LXXII. 

Ever)'  fmgle  inltance  of  a  friend*t  In- 
fincerity  encreafes  our  dependence  on 
the  efficacy  of  money.  It  makes  one 
covet  what  produces  an  external  refpefi^ 
when  one  is  difappointed  of  that  which 
is  internal  an^i  fincere.  This,  perhaps^ 
with  decaying  paflaons,  contributes  to 
render  age  covetous. 

LXXIXI. 

When  phyiicians  write  of  diieafes, 
the  prognoilics  and  the  diagnoftics,  the 
fymptoms  and  the  paroxyfms,  they  give 
one  fatal  apprehenfions  for  every  ache 
about  us.  When  they  come  to  treat  of 
medicines  and  applications,  you  leem  tP 
have  no  other  dimculty>but  to  decide  by 
which  means  you  would  recover.  In 
Aiort,  to  give  the  preference  between  a 
lin£lus  and  an  apose.m. 

LXX  IV. 

One  fliould  no  more  trutl  to  the  (kill 
of  moll  apothecaries,  than  one  would  aik 
the  opinion  of  their  peftie  and  mortvj 
3ret  both  are  ufeful  in  their  way» 

LXXV. 

I  believe  there  was  never  fo  referred 
a  folitary,  but  fei't  fome  degree  of  plea«- 
fure  at  the  firil  glimpfe  of  an  human 
figure.  The  foul,  however  unconfciout 
of  it*s  fecial  bias  in  a  crowd,  will  in  ^^ 
litudc  feel  fome  attra£lion  towards  tho 
firil  perfon  that  we  meet. 

LXXVI. 

In  courts,  the  ^notion  of  the  body  •• 
eafy,  and  iholis  of  the  foul  conltrained: 
in  the  country,  the  gettures  of  the  body 
are  conftrained,  and  thofe  of  the  (bul  fii^ 
pine  and  carelefs. 

LXXVIK  ^ 

One  nuy  caiUy  enough  piard  anlfnT 
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ambition  till  five-and-twenty .    It  ii  not 

ambition*8  day. 

LXXVIII. 

It  fhould  r.t:n  that   imblence  itfclf 
woiil<l  inclin?*  a  pertbn  to  be  honeft;  at 
it  requires  infini'ely  «;rcater  pains  and 
contrivance  to  be  a  Knave, 
LXXIX. 

Perhaps  ruil.Ci,  boois.  and  cfquires, 
make  a  princiiril  li<<.iire  in  tlie  country, 
as  inanj'Tirite?  are  3l-v:iy»  allowed  to  be 
the  chief  ti^  ::es  in  a  hndikip. 

LXXX. 

Titles  make  a  greater  di'linflion  than 
it  almoft  tolerable  to  a  Britilh  fpirit. 
They  nlinotl  vary  the  fpecies;  yet  as  they 
are  of.entimes  conferred,  ftem  not  fo 
inpch  the  rev^ard,  as  thit  fubliituces  of 
merit. 

LXXXI. 

Whatmimbers  lii-e  !o  the  ape  of  fifty 
or  fixty  years,  yet,  if  ell i mated  hv  their 
merit,  are  nut  worth  the  price  of  a  chickj 
the  moment  it  is  hatched. 
Lxxxir. 

A  liar  begins  wi*h  malcin;7  filfehood 
appear  iike'.nith,  and  ends  w.tli  :nu.k.in&r 
truth  itfeli  appear  hke  taliehood. 
LXXXIIX. 

Fools  are  very  often  found  united  in 
the  ftn£^eft  intimacies,  as  the  lighter 
kinds  of  woods  are  the  moft  dofely  glued 
together. 

LXXXIV. 

Perfons  of  great  delicacy  (hou!d  know 
the  certainty  of  the  following  tiuth. 
There  are  abundance  of  cafrs  which  oc- 
cafion  fnfpcnfe,  in  which,  whatever  they 
determine,  they  will  repent  of  their  de- 
termination; ind  this  chrongh  a  propen- 
fity  of  human  nature  to  fancy  happinefs 
in  thofe  fchemes  which  it  does  not  pur- 
fue. 

LXXXV. 

High-fpirit  in  a  man,  is  like  a  fword; 
which  though  Worn  to  annoy  his  enemies, 
yet  is  often  troubleiome  in  a  lefs  drgiee 
to  his  friends.  He  c^n  hardly  wear  it 
(b  incfftrnfively,  but  it  is  apt  to  incom- 
mode  one  or  oilier  oi  the  company.  It 
is  moie  pioperly  a  haded  pi(loi,  ^hlch 
accidei.t  alone  m'4y  fire,  and  kill  one. 
LXXX  VI. 
A  n^ifer,  if  honett,  can  be  only  honeft 
bare-weig'ru. 

Avari'.i'isthemoi^  oppofi'cof  a^l  cha 
•jraflers  to  that  of  Gml  Almighty,  whofe 
aJon^  it  15,.  fo  give  and  not  rcctive. 
^miffirgr^wi  rich  by  Iccmii^Bpoorv 


an  extravagant  man  grows  poor  bffai* 
ing  rich. 

A  grafshopper  is,  perhaps,  the  beft 
device  for  coat  armour  of  thofe  viw 
would  br  thought  aborigines]  igneibli 
to  the  Arlienian  ufe  of  chem. 

Immoderate  aflurainceispcrfie&licai* 
tiouirK:iti. 

When  a  perfon  is  fo  far  engaged  in  i 
difpute  as  to  wi/h  to  get  the  vidorf •  be 
ought  ever  to  defift.  The  idea  of  coa* 
qiicrt  will  fo  dazile  him,  that  it  iihutBy 
p.-^ffible  he  fhould  difcern  the  truth. 

I  have  (umetinoea  thought  the  mild ib 
calculated,  that  a  fmall  degree  of  force 
may  impel  it  to  a  certain  pitch  of  pla* 
fiire  or  of  paipj  beyond  which  it  will  not 
pafs,  by  any  impetus  whatfoever. 

I  doubt  whether  it  be  not  tnit,  thit 
we  hite  thofe  faulia  molt  in  ocfacn  which 
we  are  guiity  of  ourfelvea. 

A  man  of  thorough  fenfe  fearc?  d« 
mil  .-s  even  any  one)  but  he  muft  be  u 
id  ot  that  is  the  admirer  of  a  fool. 

It  may  be  prudent  to  give  upthenM 
trivial  parts  of  character  for  the  amulc" 
ment  of  the  invidious;  :i$  a  min  v^J* 
Jing  V  le'sno'iifhts  liis  lilvcr  to  ftvehii 
gold  l;i)in  an  hig'^'vayman.  Bjtttfl* 
iitliculcd  for  an  u  'toward  peruke,  tlu(t 
be  attacked  on  the  fcore  of  moialii  ti 
one  would  be  rather  pulled  by  the  hair 
than  Itabbcd  to  the  heart. 

Virtue  leems  to  be  nothing  moie  tiitf 
a  motion  corfonant  to  the  Aden  » 
things.  Were  a  planet  to  fly  fromit'* 
orl^it,  it  would  irprefenta  vicionsmu* 

^t  is  d.fHcult  not  to  be  ansry  atbe- 
ini^s  we  ki.ojv  in  capable  of  a^ingoilitf- 
wife  th'«n  they  do.  Oue  ought  no  mtxtt 
if  one  reflects,  to  be  iisig-y  at  the  (!*»?»• 
diiy  of  a  mm  than  of  a  noiie,  except  it 
be  vincible  and  voluntary}  and  yet  ^ 
praAice  is  othcrwife. 

People  fay,  •  Do  not  regard  what  1* 
*  fays,  now  he  is  in  liquor.*  Perlup* 
it  is  the  only  time  he  ought  to  be  rt' 
garded.    Jperit  pnecordia  Lihtr, 

Patience  is  ihc  Panacea,  but  where 
dors  I*-  grow,  or  who  can  fwalloiv  it? 

Wus  un.fonnly  exclaim  againft  foo'^* 
yet  fools  .trc  ihcir  proi-ci-  foil;  and  it  '* 
frojn  tlum  aioiic  they  can  learn  what 
fi;i':ic  thcmlclvej  iirike.  Their  beha- 
v.cur  naiuially  falls  in  with  the  gtw- 
ral.iy,  and  fuinlflits  a  belter  tmf^ 
than  th.-it  of  r.:tful  ptujde,  who  are  fj" 
civough  to  deceive  you  eiihtr  on  tbef*" 
N  vi\ii  ab\t  w  vVv-i  \\\-tv\v>\\t^  ^x-^  * 
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lie  it  a  pfian  of  lenfe  who  ac- 

the  fame  truths  that  we  do; 
man  of  tafte  who  allows  the 
!«•  We  confider  him  as  a 
ter  fenfc  and  finer  taft::,  who 
re  truths  and  more  heauties 
on  with  ourielves:  but  we 
X  appellation  to  the  man  who 

us. 

out  our  genuine  efteem  to 

our  afFectioo  for  thofe  he- 
ld a  reluctant  fort  of  refped 
;  are  above  us, 

[axes  often  and  debilitates 
renfure  Simulates  and  cfon- 
1  to  an  extreme.  Simple 
rhaps,  the  proper  medium. 
if  new  families  do  well  to 
iftcent  funerals,  fumptuoiis 
remaikable  entertainmmrs; 

number  of  fervants  in  rich 
tious  liyexies;  and  to  take 
;  occafion  of  imprinting  on 
liibiiuai  notion  uf  their  fu- 
For  fo  is  deference  obtained 
uartcr: 

in  thuOs  (^  m:,j£h:lbu:» 

e  fees  how  it  is  podible  for  a 
.  or  a  country  tcllow  to  pre- 
ha(tity.  They  have  neither 
hical  pleafure  of  bot-ks,  nor 
IS  pleal'ureof  a  tabic,  nur  the 
fement  of  buiiding,  plant- 
ig,  or  dciignlng,  to  divert 
nation  from   -an   ol)jei\   to 

fecm  contihu»lIy  to  liimu- 
jvotative  illuiions.  Add  to 
:1>  and  vigour  that  are  almoft 
:li*-m. 

j;-.!,  there  are  many  hdies 
;clurgtf  the  [>lcaluies  of  in- 
o»  tile  plcafure  ihry  derive 
e.    At  leail  it  is  do  injaliice 

fo,  where  a  perfon  is  extra* 

f  ;iuigment  and  iindcrftind- 
lividcvi  into  two  fcrts.  Thole 
i-nt  is  fo  cxtenfive  as  to  comr 
^reat  dcalj  txiltences,  lyf* 
rl'nls:  but  as  there  are  fome 
lituted  as  to  take  in  d:tiant 
be  extcl'eJ  by  others  in  re- 
^s  minute  oi*  nciii,  fo  there 
nderilandings  better  calcu- 
!  trxamination  of  particular 

\\  is  at  firft  an  open  field 
xh'ions  or  enclofmeti.  To 
to  inoA  a( count,  it  is  very 


proper  to  divide  and  encloft.   In  other 
wordsy  to  fort  our  obfervattons. 

Some  men  arecalled  fagacious,  mereljf 
on  account  of  their  avarlte:  whereas  a 
child  can  clench  it*s  fill  the  mdment  it  is 
born. 

It  is  a  point  of  prudence*  when  vou 
converfe  with  your  inferior,  to  conhder 
yourillf  as  converfing  with  his  inferior^ 
with  whom  no  doubt  he  may  have  die 
fame  connection  that  you  have  with 
him :  and  to  be  upon  your  guard  accord- 
ingly. 

riow  deplorable  then  is  a  perfon's 
condition,  when  his  mind^-can  only  be 
fupported  by  flattery,  and  his  conititi]- 
tion  but  by  cordials!  when  the  relief  of 
his  prefent  complaint  undermines  it't 
own  efficacy,  yet  increafes  the  ocdafioii 
for  which  it  is  uftd!  Short  is  then  the 
duration  of  our  tranquillity,  or  of  our 
lives. 

A  man  is  not  efteemed  ill-natured  for 
any  excci'^of  focial  ade6lia.);  or  an  in- 
diicreet  profufion  of  his  fortune  upon 
his  neighbour;,  companions,  or  friends ; 
although  the  true  meafure  of  his  afFi;;c- 
tions  is  as  much  Impaired  by  this,  as 
by  felfifhnefs. 

If  any  one's  curfe  can  cfFe£l  damna- 
tioiij  it  is  not  that  of  the  pope,  but  that 
of  the  poor. 

People  of  the  fineft  and  moft  lively 
genius  have  the  prcpteft  fenfil»ility,  of 
confequence  the  moU  iivdy  pailionsj  the 
violence  of  which  puts  their  conduct 
upon  a  footing  with  that  of  fools.  Fools 
dilcern  the  we^kneifes  which  the'y  have  ' 
in  common  witH  thcmfclves;  but  are  not 
fenfil)ie  of  tltcir  excellencies,  to  which 
they  haVe  no  picteniiuns;  cf  courfe,  aU 
wavs  inclined  to  difpu:e  the  fuperioiity. 

Wit  is  the  refractory  pupil  ot  Judg** 
mer.r. 

Virtue  fhoukl  be  confidered  as  a  part 
of  tali e,  (and  peihups  it  is  fo  more  in 
this  age,  than  in  ai.y  preceding  one) 
and  fhiutd  as  much  avoid  deceit  or 
fmiiter  mcjn.ngs  in  di:courle,  as  thej 
wouid  do  puns,  bad  language,  or  falie 
grammar.  ^ 

Think,  when  you  are  enraged  at  any 
one,  wha:  woii.d  prob<ibly  become  your 
fcnimicnts  lliould  he  die  duiing  the  4i£* 
putr. 

The  man  of  a  towering  ambitiory  or 
a  we  1  regulated  talte,  has  tcwer  ul-}c£tt 
to  envy  or  to  covet  than  the  ^covcVUx%» 

Refined  (ente,  Xo  ^Y^imi  xScox  \%  \» 
converfe  alone  vt\t\k  V>(:iOi;%>  \\^u5K«i\^A 
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inconvenience.    As  FaHlafT  fiys,  (with 
foine  little  variation) 

Company,  witty  company,  has  been  the 
ruin  ut'  nic. 

If  envious  people  vvere  vinivprfally  to 
aflc  thcmfelves,  whether  they  would  ex- 
change their  entire  lituaiions  with  the 
jifrlbns  envied,  (I  n'.can  riicir  minds, 
pafHons,  I'jOtionf ,  as  well  as  rheir  per- 
fbris,  fortunes,  disunities,  5:c.  Sec.)  I 
will  prefume  the  l-'iflove  comnjon  to 
human  n.ltut0^vcu!d  make  them  ail  pre- 
ler  their  own  conriitior.: 

If  this  rule  were  applied,  as  it  furely 
ought  to  be,  it  bids  fair  to  prove  an  uni- 
verfal  cure  for  envy : 

A  pel  fon,  elevated  one  degree  above 
the  populace,  aflumes  more  airs  of  f«- 
periority  than  one  that  is  raifed  ten. 
The  reafon  is  fomewhat  obvious.  His 
fuperiority  is  more  contellable. 

The  charafter  of  a  decent,  wclUbc- 
hat'cd  gentLman-like  man»  leems  more 
eafily  attainable  by  a  {terfon  of  no  great 
parts  or  pa(fions,  t  nan  by  one  of  greater 
genius  and  more  volatility.  It  is  thei-e 
no  mifmanagement,  for  the  former  to  be 
chiefly  ambitious  of  it.  When  a  man's 
capacity  does  not  enable  him  to  enter- 
tain or  animate  the  con^pany,  it  is  the 
belt  he  can  do  to  render  hinnlelf  inof- 
feniive,  and  to  keep  |iis  teeth  clean. 
But  the  perfon  who  has  talents  for  dif- 
courfe,  and  a  paiTionatc  defire  to  enliven 
converfation,  ought  to  have  many  im- 
proprieties excufcti,  wi»ich  in  the  other 
were  unpardonable,  A  lady  of  good- 
nature would  forgive  the  blunder  of  a 
country  efqliirey  who,  through  zeal  to 
fer;e  her  with  a  glafs  of  claret,  ihould 
involve  his  fpurs  tn  her  BruUels  apron. 
On  the  conti:iry,  the  fop  (who  may  in 
Ibmc  fcnfe  ule  ilie  words  of  Horace— 

B^ucJvtrum  at^ue  dun::  euro  rt  tags  et 
cmms  in  lujurtj 

^Onld  be  entitled  to  no  pardon  for  fuch 
unaccountable  mijconduft. 

Man,  in  r.rnaal,  may  be  confidcred 

a-i  a  mechanic,  and  the  formation  of 

happinefs  as  his  bufmefs  or employmrnt : 

virtutf  hit  rppofilory  or  colUitiou  of  in- 

fh'umentsi  the  goods  of  fortune  as\i\%  ^ 


miterialsi  in  proportioa  as  the  work- 
man,  tbeinlh^mencv,  and  the  ouucriiii, 
excel,  the  wurk  will  be  esecatcd  to  the 
greater  perfection. 

The  filly  cenforiout  are  the  veir/^ 
nature,  '  the  moft  bitter  of  all  bitter 
'  things;*  from  the  hyilbp  tbargrevi 
upon  the  wallj  to  the  latyrift  ihit  pillci 
againii  it. 

I  have  known  a  feAfsble  raao  of  opi- 
nion that  one  fhould  not  he  ft^iciton 
about  a  witVs  underltamiiag.  ,  A«o- 
m.m*8  fcnie  was  with  him  a  phnfe  ts 
exprtfs  a  degree  of  knowledge,  wlucli 
was  likely  to  contrihuie  mighty  litilets 
a  hu(band*s  happmefs.  I  cannot  be  of 
his  opinion.  I  am  convinced,  that  as 
judgm'-nt  is  the  portion  of  our  kx,  fo 
fancy  and  imagination  are  more  emi- 
nentlv  the  lot  of  theirs.  If  fo,  ifier 
honelty  of  heart,  what  it  there  we  ihouM 
i'o  much  require?  A  wife*!  beauty  will 
foon  decay,  it  is  doubtful  whether  in 
reality  firftyor  in  our  own  opinion.  Either 
of  thefe  is  fuflicient  to  pall  the  rapiuret 
of  enjoyment.  We  are  then  Co  feek  fx 
fomt-thing  that  will  retain  it*s  noveltv; 
or,  what  is  equivalent,  will  change  it*» 
fhape  when  her  jierfon  palls  by  it's  iden- 
tity. Fancy  and  genius  bid  faireft  fcr 
this,  which  have  as  many  (hapei,  n 
there  can  hap|ien  occafions  to  eiert 
them.  Good-nature,  J  always  foppo^* 
The  former  will  be  expr^lient  to  exhila- 
rate and  diveit  us;  the  latter  to  preierre 
our  mindf  in  a  temper  to  be  diverted. 

I  have  known  fome  attornies  of  iV" 
putable  families,  and  whofe  original 
difpofitions  (eemed  to  have  been  open 
and  humane.  Vet  can  I  fcarce  recolleft 
one,  in  whom  the  gentleman,  the  ChiiT- 
tian,  and  even  the  man,  was  not  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  lawyer:  they  are  D<^ 
only  the  gieateft  tyrants,  but  tbcgretteft 
pedants  of  all  mankiiui. 

Reconciliation  is  the  tendered  ^^ 
either  of  friendfhip  or  of  love;  the  latter 
more  eipecia'ly,  in  which  the  fool  n 
more  remarkably  fot'tened.  Wat  • 
perfon  to  muke  ufe  of  art  in  procoritt 
the  aftVAion  of  his  miftrefs,  it  ^f^ 
perhaps,  his  moft  eifeAual  method  (* 
contr;\-c  a  flight  eftrangement,  andtt*"* 
as  it  were  im|M:icepiibly,  Ijringon  at** 
conciliation.  The  foul  here  dilcovcrt  • 
kind  of  elaftlciiy;  and,  bring  twr**" 
back,  returns  with  an  additioutl  »'•' 
lencc.  » 

N\i\Me  rcv;>N  >Qit  toiv^^x^  Ub  the  orAf 
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y?  difpeniiiig  happinefi  in  proper 
ions  to  every  moment  of  our 

udge  whether  one  has  fufRcient 
e  to  render  the  continuation  of 
veable,  it  it  not  enough  to  fay. 
lid  you  die  ?*  Take  away  firft 
ie  of  better  Icenet  in  this  life,  the 
r  worlc  in  another,  and  the  bodily 

dying. 

fear  of  death  leems  as  natural 
Vnfation  of  lull  or  of  hunger:  the 
d  loll,  fur  the  prefcrvation  of  the 
iial)  the  other,  for  thecontinua- 

the  fpecies. 
'ceiiu  obvious    that  Go\\f  who 

the  world,  intends  the  happincfs 
ifeciion  of  the  fyliem  he  created, 
ed  the  happinets  of  the  wiiole, 
rcy  in  it>  degree,  is  as  requifite  as 

for  I  am  myitif  a  part  of  that 

as  well  as  another.     The  dif- 

of  afcertaining  what  is  virtue, 
proportioning  the  degrees  of  felf- 
id  locial.  Proxhnus  jutn  egonwt 
Tunica  pallh  prophr.  *  Cha. 
segins  at  kimc'  It  is  fu.  It 
;o  be  foj  nor  is  thtre  any  incon- 
X  arifes  to  the  public  bccaul'e  t 
ral.     Were  this  away,  the  indi* 

mull  Toon  perifli,  and  conie- 
f  the  whcrle  Ktly.  A  m»n  h-^s 
noment  cjccaiion  to  exert  his  Kif- 
r  the  falcf  of  felt -uiclerv<it ion  ^ 
icntly  this  or.jjht  lo  b;:  itroiiger, 
r  to  keep  him  up.;n  h.sgui:J. 
incKs  attention  (huuiU  li£  grv-atcr 
at  of  a  Ibi'iier  on  a  rcvicMf. 

focial,  thojgh  Llikf  cont^anr,  is 
inlly  int'riirci  bccii-jll  the  li'lti^t:, 
inj'/erl?.!,  lenticTi  xhc  f'-.inl  ui'ii 
1  to  ihc  w»-;U^Kin;^  of  oiJt's 
:>iir.  In  flsorr,  t)u:  lrlf>love  and 
al  ought  to  h^rir  fuch  pi  0^*01  tioii 
hi. J  ihv^y  geiicisiiy  du.  If  the 
)anion  oF  the  relt  piepf^rtltrnJc, 
■1  be  lc!f-d',ltr--itlvc  in  it  trw  in- 
i*  to  h<*  ovci-locially  dilp'.'il'ii. 
focial  on-:  j.'-cvnils  gcneraily,  ti 
m:iikai))<:fv-lti;iinci&  mult  obltiu&t 
d  of  iucieiy. 

y  f:i:l  a  lupeifiuous  uncafinel's 
t  of  due  atieiuiun  to  the  follow, 
th. 

ire  uf ten  times  in  fufpencc  betwixt 
>ice  of  d;tflrent  pijrfmts.  We 
nc  at  Uft  doubt ingly,  and  wiih  an 
uered  h:inkeiing  after  the  wiiirr. 
id  rlie  fchemc,  which  we  have 

M/iiwer  our  expe£ktLaoa  but  in* 


differently.  Moft  worldly  projects  will. 
We,  therefore,  repent  of  our  choice, 
and  immediately  fancy  happinefs  in  the 
paths  which  we  decline;  and  this  height- 
ens our  unealinefs.  We  might  at  leaft 
efcape  the  aggravation  of  it.  It  is  not 
improbable  we  had  been  moie  unhappy, 
but  extremely  probable wehad nut beea 
lefs  fo,  had  we  made  a  different  deci- 
fion.  This,  however,  relates  to  fcliemes 
that  are  neither  virtuous  nor  vicious.    . 

*  Happy  dogs,*  fays  a- certain  ipie* 
netic,  '  our  footmen  and  the  populace  1* 

*  Farewell,'  fays  Efop,  in  Vanbrugh, 
'  whom  I  both  envy  and  defpiiitT  The 
fervant  meets  with  hundreds  whofe  con* 
verfation  can  amufe  him>  for  one  that  is 
theileaft  qualified  to  be  a  companion  for- 
bis  matter. 

*  A  perfon  cannot  eat  his  cake  and 
'  have  it,*  ia,  as  Lord  Shafielbivry  ob* 
fcrves,  a  proper  anfwer  to  many  fple* 
netic  people.  But  what  imports  it.  to 
be  in  the  pofleifion  of  a  cake  thai  you  do 
not  eat  ?  <  If  then  the  cake  be  made  to 

*  be  eaten,'  fays  Lady  L         ,  •  better 

*  eat  it  when  you  are  moll  hungry.* 
Poor  woman  1  /he  I'eems  to.  have  a^lcd 
by  this  maxim,  but  yet  could  not  avoid  ' 
crying  for  the  cjkke  (ke  had  eaten.    .      Z 

Vou  (houid  caiculsie  your  appearance 
for  the  place  where  you  refidtr  One 
would  rather  be  a  vtiy  Knight  io  the 
country  than  His  honour  Mr.  Such-a- 
one. 

The    mrft    confummare    ftlftOinefs 
would  incline  n  pe}f>n,  at  hi*  dcGihi  to 
d»:'poie  of  h:s  ttt'.cis  agreeably  tu  duiy^  -  * 
th-..t  he  in!iv  Itcure  an  inteicft  in  the 
woild  lo  whicii  he  i*. going. 

A  juflice  and  his  clfrk  is  now  lit:!t 
rr.Lie  th;in  a  b.ind  man  and  his  dog. 
I'he  piofound  ignorance  oi  the  former, 
together  with  ihe  canine  ijiipudencc  and 
r.ip  ici:y  of  the  lauci,  will  bi!t  rarely  Ih; 
found  wanting  to  vindicate  tlic  compari- 
I'jn.  The  principal  part  of  the  ftmiii- 
tude  will  ai»p{ar  oi*vious  to  every  oiie; 
I  mean,  that  the  juiii  c  is  as  much  de- 
pendent on  his  cltrk  for  fuperior  infii»ht 
and  impiic.t  f'U.danie,  as  the  blind  fel- 
low on  his  cur  ihat  leads  him  in  a  Hrirg. 
Aid  to  til  s,  V'.\i  'he  offer  of  a  emit  will 
f'.ducr  the  cucd^Kiois  of  either  to  d;ag 
tht-u  m.'.lUis.iiKO  a  keniMrl. 

To  lein-irk  the  diffrrent  fgurc  made 
by  dilf.icnt  peifons,  unler  ibv:  famecijr- 
rumllanccs  of  for  lu.!^- 1  Two  friends  of 
mine  upon  a  journry  hid  fucoAUvv^A'^x 
to  rcducA  l^MU  to^i»i<%Va  a^ias^^^'*^- 
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pence  each.  The  one,  with  the  genteel 
and  lihtral  air  of  abundance,  nve  his  ro 
abhck-lhoe-hoY,who  wifl^cH  hit  honour 
a  th  tifar.il  bleHIngsi  the  other,  having 
yo<1g(d  a  forrnigin  with  a  nobleman  that 
W.IS  his  patron,  ofFerwl  his  to  the  butler, 
•a  i  an  inftance  of  his  jE^rariruJe,  who  with 
difHculty  forbore  to  curfc  him  to  his 

A  glafs  or  r»W  of  wine  rxtraonlinary 
only  r.iifes  t  Tsletnctmarian  to  that 
wHinitli  of  focial  affection,  ^vhicll  hnd 
nstnmily  been  his  4ot  in  a  better  Itate 
of  health. 

Deference  is  the  moft  com  pi  irate,  th? 
moft  inflirefr,  and  the  \nc\\  elegant  of 
all  compliments. 

Be  cautious  not  t\}  contider  a  perion 
as  your  fupwiior,  rr.ereiy  becnwfe  he  is 
yr^Y  fuptrioi  in  the  point  of  afTurancc. 
This  his  often  tieprefletl  the  Ipirii  of  a 
pcrfon  of  defert  and  diffidence. 

A  proper  ifTurancc,  and  competent 
fortune,  are  cflt-ntial  to  liberty. 

Tafte  ii  purlued  at  a  lels  expencc  than 
fafhion. 

Oar  time  in  towns  fcems  (hort  to  pafs, 
and  long  to  reflect  upon;  in  the  coun- 
try, the  reverfe. 

Deference,  before  company,  is  the 
genteelell  kind  of  flattery,  nie  flatici  y 
of-  epitiles  a(Fc£ls  one  Il'1->,  as  they  cin- 
TiOt  be  fticwn  without  an  appearance  of 
vanityi  Flattery  of  the  verbal  kind  is 
grofs.  In  fhort,  applaufe  is  of  too 
coade  a  nature  to  be  Iwallowed  in  the 
grofs,  though  the  extract  or  tinflure  be 
*«ver  To  agreeable. 

When  a  perfor,  for  a  fplendid  fsrvi- 
ludc,  foregoes  an  hwrnble  iiulcpcnd.  nt y, 
.  it  may  be  called  an  r.dvanccment,  if  you 
■pleaivj  but  it  ap|)car8  to  inc  an  ai'.N'anrc- 
ment  from  the  pit  to  the  palltj  y.  hi- 
biM:y  is  a  more  invigorating  coi-iiial  tlian 
'I'okay. 

Though  punflilios  are  trifllnsr,  they 

may  be  as  imjH)rtant  as,  the  friend  sin  p  ^^t 

ibmc  pcrfons  thatrci^ard  them,   fniit-d, 

it  is  a  I  moft  an  univerfal  pniVcc  to  rail 

at  punctilio;  and  it  feems  in  lomc  mca- 

■fnre  a  confequence  of  our  attachment  to 

French  fafhion^.     H;»wevrr,  it  is  ex- 

taniily  obvious,   thrt  pnncnltp  never 

canled  half  ihe  quan\is  ih.ii  h^ve  ri;cn 

from  the  freedom  of  bchavJDur,  which 

is  it's  opjxifitc  extreme.     Were  all  men 

latir^n.^l  and  civilized,  the  ufe  of  ccrc- 

n.nny  would  be  fu;>t'i-fluons:  but  as  the 

c</r  is,  it  at  kail  fixes  fonic  bounces  to 

iU'  crxroachniciiis  of  ccccniric  ptov^e. 


whoy  under  the  denomination  of  ir» 
dom,  might  demand  the  priTilcpof 
breaking  your  head. 

There  Teem  near  as  many  people  that 
want  pafTion  as  want  reafon. 

The  world  would  be  more  happy,  if 
perfons  gave  up  more  time  to  an  iottr* 
courfe  of  friend  (hi  p.  Bnt  money  a* 
gKiHris  all  our  deference;  indwefcarce 
enjoy  a  focial  hour,  becaufe  we  ihiok 
it  itr.iuiHy  Itolcn  from  the  main  bullrieli 
of «  Mr  lives. 

Tiie  ftate  of  man  is  not  unlike  that 
cf  a  iifti  hooked  by  an  angler.  Dmih 
allows  us  a'  little  line.  We  flovnct, 
and  I'jiort,  and  \aryour  fituation;but 
when  we  would  extend  our  fcheme»,wt 
difcovcr  our  confinement,  checked  and 
lim.tcd  by  a  fuperior  hand,  who  drags 
us  from  our  clement  wkcDfocver  be 
pleales. 

The  vulgar  trace  your  faults;  tbofe 
you  have  in  common  with  thenfelves: 
but  they  have  no  idea  of  your  exceir 
lencies,  to  which  they  have  no  preten- 
fions. 

A  {lerfon  is  fumething  taller  by  hold- 
ing tip  his  head. 

A  man  of  fcnfe  can  be  adequateW 
eilecmeil  by  none  other  than  a  man  cf 
i'tuiti  a  fool  by  none  butn  fool.  We 
ought  to  a£l  u{K>n  thib  urinoipie. 

H'jw  melancholy  is  it  to  travel,  late 
and  fatigued,  upon  aiiy  ambitious  pro- 
jei>,  on  :i  winter's  night;  and  obf?:r»e 
the  lights  of  cottages,  whciu  all  the  ui.- 
ambitious  people  are  warm  and  h'ippy, 
or  at  reft  in  their  beds.  *  Some  of  them,' 
fays  W— ',  •  as  wretched  as  princes 
*  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contiary.* 

Ii  is  penei-lly  a  principle  of  indultiicf 
tliat  makes  onefo  difgulUil  \\\i\\  an  'ri- 
ful  charafter.  We  hate  the  conrine- 
nv>nt  of  lUnding  centinels  in  our  own 
defence. 

'I'o  bfhavc  with  comphifance,  v\hei"e 
one  tortlecs  one  mult  n.cds  quUiTcl,  i* 
ilk.*  e.uin  r  bttbie  a  voiiiit.    . 

Some  pcrfons  may  wiih  j'jllicc  boalJ, 
that  tlicy  k.iew  as  m-ich  us  oiherb  when 
I'^ey  were  but  ten  >tais  oI<l:  nv.d  that 
tiii.ir  pi'cffcnt  knowleJi;e  ccmp:thends 
after  the  manner  that  a  1  'i.:;er  trunk  con- 
tains thj  fii.allcr  ones  i:  ^nclo.l-?. 

It  is  po(rit)le  to  (iiiccver  in  for*^ 
faces  the  features  N.'.t\irr  intended,  had 
rtie  not  been  Ibmehow  ilr.varicd  in  her 
operations.  Is  it  not  eMfy  tofrmark  the 
i'Ame  ^\\\\ovi\r.T\  \w  Cort\»i  m'.r.d'.i  ?    There 
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ind  which  they  apply  to  abfo- 
— Ttuc  ihey  have  hid  a  rock 

in  their  cradles.  With  me, 
ill  expri:(live  idiom  t<i  iiefcribe 
ed.  urulerttandtng :  an  under- 

fbr  inftance,  which  like  a 
(covers  a  multitude  of  iiich 
appt^ar  obviouily  intended  to 
a  iyllem  of  the  greatctt  per- 
yet  which,  by  Tome  unlucky 
alis  infinitely  ihort  of  ir. 
»t  the  wound  cur  p  idefudiiins 
deceived,  that  makes  us  more 
hypocrite?,  than   to  tlie  moll 

and  hareface.l  villain?  Yet  it 
nuch  a  piect  of  jullice  to  com- 
lan  for  talking  more  honeidy 
6t8,  as  it  h  to  blame  a  man 
7  more  difhontitly  than  he 
"he  fum  of  the  whole,  how- 
lat  the  one  adds  to  other  crimes 
:eit,  -and  the  other  by  his  im- 

can  neither  eat,  nor  drink, 
,  nor  walk ;  nor,  in  Ihort, 
ir  cry,  nor  take  fnufF,  like  a 
:nle.     How  obvious  the  dif- 

\dency  may  be  found  in  com- 
as well  as  ahfblute,  abun.i- 
lean  where  a  perfon  contrafts 
Within  the  iiiiiits  of  his  for- 

are  very  few  perfons  who  do 
jmething  of  their  elteem  for 

your  approach  to  familiarity. 
y  excufe  .hat  is  often  drawn 
t  of  time  to  corretpond,  be- 
one  hefides  a  cobler  with  ten 

chiiuren  dependcntonatatch- 

erhaps,  ought  to  make  fune- 
iipiuous  as  polllble,  or  as  pri- 
jr  by  obfcunty  to  tludc,  ^r  by 
10  emplvy*  the  attention,  that 
3t  be  engaged  by  the  mod 
iicumibnceof  our  humanity, 
rus  a  little  unluckily,  that  the 
10  have  the  molt  intimate  con- 
loncy  are  the  fime  that  have 
It  appetites  for  the  pleaiures  it 

apt  to  look  for  thofe  virtues 
'zi\ei%  of  noblemen,  that  are 
to  be  found  any  where,  ex- 
;  preambles  to  their  patents, 
ing  excfeptions  may  be  made 
s!  in  general  we  may  confider 
mnce  with  ui  in  public,  as 
If  weiring  appar cj..  *  Which 


*  lord  do  you  woar  to-dary?'— *  Why  I 

*  did  think  to  wear  my  Xord  •  •  •  ^j 
•■  but,  as  there  will  be  little  company  in- 

*  the  Mall,  1  will  e'en  content  inyfelf 

*  to  '^ettar  the  fame  noble  peer  I  wore 

*  ye.^erday/ 

The  woijl  inconvenience  of  a  fmall 
fortune  is,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  in«  , 
advertency.  Inadvertency,  however* 
ought  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  molt 
men's  yearly  accounts,  and  a  funi  as 
regularly  allotted  to  it  as  to  any  other 
article. 

It  is  with  our  judgments,  at  with  out 
eyei.  Some  can  fee  objects  at  a  greater 
dittance  moie  diltm^lly,  at  the  fame 
time  id's  dilUn^tly  than  others  the  ob- 
jciU  that  arj  near  them. 

Njtwithttanding  the  aii^  men  give 
themfclves,  I  believe  no  one  fees  family 
to  moi-e  advantage,  than  the  pcrfons  fiat 
have  no  Ihare  in  it. 

How  important  is  the  eye  to  the  ap- 
pe:tiance  ot  an  human  face!  the  chief 
index  of  temper,  undertlanding,  health, 
and  love!  What  prodigious  influence 
muft  the  liiiuc  m-sforiunts  have  on  fome 
pcrlbns  beyond  others!  as  thclofs  of  an 
eye  to  a  nure  in.'olent  beauty,  without 
the  lead  phiJofophy  to  fupport  herfclf. 

The  perfon  iealr  relerved  in  his  cen- 
furc  of  another's  cxcefs  in  equipage,  is 
commonly  the  perfon  wiio  would  exhi- 
bit the  lame  if  it  had  been  within, 
his  power}  the  fource  of  both  being  a 
dila-giud  to  decorum.  Likewife  he  ttiat 
violtntiy  aira.^ns  or  fondly  indulges  ir, 
a^rre  in  conlidering  it  a  little  too  feri- 
ou/ly. 

Amid  the  moft  mercenary  ages,  it  is 
bu(  a  lecondary  ion  of  admiration  that 
is  bellowed  upon  magnificence. 

An  order  of  beauties,  as  of  knights, 
w;th  a  llyle  appropriated%to  '..m  (as, 
for  inlbnci.  To  the  Right  Beautiful 
Lady  Such-a-oue)  would  have  as  good 
a  foundation  as  any  other  clafs,  but 
would,  at  the  fame  time,  be  the  moft 
invidious  oi'  any  order  that  was  ever  in« 
ibtuted. 

The  iirft  maxim  t  child  is  taught,  itf 
that- 
Learning  is  better  than  houfc  and  land} 

but  how  little  is  it*s  influence  as  he  grows 
up  to  maturity! 

There  is  lomewhat  very  afloniibing 
in  the  record  Qf  our  moft  celebrated  mVc- 
tories  i  I  mciiv,  \Vk«  VfiviW  waivev\*t\  ^  ^^pw. 
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conquere<l.  At  Agincourt,  it  is  faid, 
weie  ten  thouf'an'i*  Mnd  fourteen  thou- 
fanti  maffacieil.  Li*,  y's  accjun's  of  rhis 
fort  xre  (o  .iftumOimg,  tlri;  one  is  apt 
to  difbtlicT£  the  hiitoriar,.  All  t>ie  esc- 
p]a  at  ion  one  can  find,  i«,  t'nai  tne 
grofs  fl-iu  ;hier  is  made  when  one  fide 
takes  10  Hight. 

A  pel  Ion  that  is  difpofed  tothroivofF 
all  ri'ldive  before  an  inferioi^  ihould  re- 
fit&f  thnt  hf  has  alfo  his  inferiors,  to 
whom  he  may  be  equally  communica- 
tive. 

f  c  is  impoffible  for  a  man  of  fenfc  to 

Euaid  againlt  the  mortifir^ion  thii  may 
e  given  liim  hy  focls,  or  heteroclite  cha- 
ra^rs}  bec:iule  he  tannot  forelc-e  them. 
A  wit-would  cannot  afford  to  difcard  m 
frivolous  conceit,  thmigh  it  rt-nds  to  af- 
front you:  an  old  maid,  a  country  pur, 
or  a  college  pedant,  will  ignorantly  or 
wilfully  blunder  upon  fuch  hints  as 
niuft  difcompofc  you. 

A  man  that  is  folicitous  about  his 
kealth,  or  apprehenfive  of  fomc  acute 
difoidcr,  (hould  write  a  journal  of  his 
cunftitution,  for  the  better  inftruAion 
of  bifi  phyfician. 

Ghofls  have  no  more  connection  with 
darknefs,  than  the  myftery  of  a  bnrher 
with  that  of  a  furgeon ;  yet  we  find  they 
go  together.  Peihaps  Nox  and  Chaos 
were  their  mythological  parents. 

He  nukes  a  lady  but  a  poor  recom- 
pcnce  who  marries  her,  becaufe  he  has 
kc\h  her  company  long  tifter  his  affec- 
tion is  eflrangcd.  Docs  he  not  rather 
enci-cafe  the  injury? 

Second  thoughts  oftentimes  are  the 
very  vol  ft  of  all  thoughts.  P'irtt  and 
tlur.l  viiy  often  coincide,  IndeeJ,  Ic- 
fonJ  thoughts  are  too  frequently  foi-m- 
„d  by  the  love  of  novelty,  of  fliewing 


penefratioB,  of  diAiogiiifliiag  mattm 
iVom  the  mob»  and  liave  confeoneidy 
ier»  of  fiinplicity,  and  moftof  affcoHliQOt 
This,  however,  regardsprindptllyob* 
j;.'«5ls  of  tafte  and  fancy.  Third  riMOfho, 
at  Ira  ft,  are  here  wtry  proper  mcdiuon. 

'  Set  a  beggar  on  horleback,  and  bcH 
'  ride,*  is  a  common  proverb  and  s  red 
tm  I  h .  The  novus  homo  is  an  mafertMi 
hrm9,  and  €onliN|uentJy  muft  purckaft 
finery  before  he  knows  the  empdaeft 
of  it' expetimenrally.  The  cibblilbei 
gentleman  difrtgai^s  it,  through  habit 
an  1  f.imili:irity. 

The  foppery  of  love-verfes,  when  I 
perlon  is  ill  and  rndifpofcd,  i%  pciM 
ipecacuanha. 

Antiquity  of  family,  and  diftindioiil 
of  reentry,  have,  nerhips,  lefs  weight 
in  this  a{;c,  than  they  had  ever  htxaa* 
fore:  the  bend  deatcr  or  finiller;  ihi 
chief,  t'^c  canton,  or  the  cheveran,  are 
gieaily  out  of  date.  The  hetilds sit 
ac  length  difco^'cred  to  have  no  legal  au- 
thority. Spain,  indeed,  coniinnes  tt 
prdcrve  the  dilHn^lion,  and  is  poor. 
France  (by  their  difpute  about  tradinc 
nobility)  lecmf  inclined  to  (hake  it  off. 
Who  now  looks  with  vmeratioo  on  the 
ante-diluvian  pedigree  of  a  Wekhnao? 
Proj)ei  I y  either  i^,  or  is  fwre  to  pw- 
chafe  dillinAion,  let  the  king  at  armii 
or  the  old  maiden  sunt,  preach  as  long ai 
either  pleafe«.  It  is  fo;  perhaps  it  ought 
to  be  fo.  All  honours  (hould  lie  oprs» 
all  encouragement  he  allowed  to  the 
members  of  trade  in  a  trading  nation: 
and  as  the  nobility  find  it  very  expedieot 
to  partakr  of  their  profits,  fo  they,  in  re- 
turn, fhould  obtan)  a  Ihare  in  the  othcfS 
honuu:s.  One  would,  however,  wiA 
the  acqiiilition  of  learning  was  a&  tore  > 
roaJ  to  dignity  as  that  of  riches. 
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IT  is  often  afferted,  by  pretenders  to 
finfrular  penetration,  that  the  afftft- 
aiice  fancy  is  fuppofed  to  draw  from 
wine,  is  merely  imaginary  and  chimeri- 
cal; flMt  all  which  the  poets  have  urged 
on  this  head  is  abfolute  rant  and  enthu- 
fnfq.;  and  has  no  foundation  in  truth  or 
tiiunc.  I  im  inclined  to  think  otherwifc. 
Ju  ifrmvnr,  I  readilv  allow,  derWcs  no 
her. 'it  /join  the  nobleft  cordial.    Bwi 
//ei^iwo/;ip;iIe£hi.iticcGnrt»iuuon\i.v.-t 


thofe  excellencies  often  fuppreffcdi  ^ 
which  their  imajMnition  is  tnily  capable* 
by  reifon  of  a  lenior,  which  wine  m»T 
naturally  remove.     It  raifet  low  fpi^*^ 
to  a  pilch  ntccflary  for  the  exertion  ** 
fancy.     It  confutes  the  noM  4jf  tMMli,     * 
frequently  a  maxim  with  fpeculaiivep^^ 
fons.  I » quickens  that  ambition,  orit^g^ 
toci:s\\5VA%»  <«tVvuVv  ttv^kes  a  perlon  ^  ^^ 
to  (^\wc ,  w  \o  \»V"a<v .     Mt  H^MX  yxu^^ 
\\o:i  Va\^  ^?  Ms.  KAQi\^\s  Ks/Kvefaifi^ 
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(ances  in  point  of  converfatton 
irithin  eircry  one*s  QhOervance. 
then,  may  it  not  be  aUowcd  to 
e  the  Umt  tfftdi  in  writing? 
affe^ed  phi-afes  I  hate  inoft,  are 
in  which  yonr  half-wits  fonnd 
putitiofi.  Such  as,  Pretty  trifler, 
lint  iff.  Lovely  architef^,  &c. 
:or  Young  hai  a  furprifing  knack 
gin^  thoughts  from  a  dtllancey 
eir  hirking-places^ina  moment^s 

ne  is  nothing  To  difagrfealtle  in 
of  humour  as  an  indpid,  unfup- 
vi\acity;  the  very  hufks  of  drol- 
ottlcd  Prnall-beer;  a  man  out- 
his  horfe;  lewdnefs  and  im{x>- 
.  fiery  ac^or  in  a  phlegmatic  fccnc; 
raic  and  (lupid  preacher  difcQurf- 
•on  Urim  and  Thummimy  and 
the  pulpit-cufliion  in  fuch  a 
,  '.s  though  he  would  make  the 
i  the  truth  fly  out  of  it  at  once, 
/^itor,  or  a  ti; in fl.itor,  collcflx  the 
)f  diffei-eni  writer?;  and,  forming 
a  wreath,  beftows  it  on  hh  au- 
jmb.  The  thunder  of  Dcmoft- 
thc  weight  of  Tully,  the  judg- 
rTacitw;,  the  clejrHnce  of  Livy, 
H;nity  of  H')iner,  che  majefly  of 
llie  wit  of  Ovi  <,  tl)r  propriety  of 
,  the  arcuiacy  of  Trrence,  the 
of  PhxHius,  tiU'l  tV.e  poij;nancy 
nal,  (wit'i  every  name  of  ncte  he 
fihly  recall  to  mind)  are  given  to 
.tient  Icribbler,  :n  wl-om  r.iTc.*hi- 
nd  the  Jove  of  novelty,  difpofcs 
find  out  beauties, 
our  and  Vanbrugh  again  ft  Wit 
ngreve. 

vacant  fkuU  of  a  pt^lant  gene- 
inKhes  out  a  throne  and  temple 
Iry. 

not  the  cuftom  of  fcrapin.r  when 
,  bedrrivevi  from  thcantiiut  c^'.f- 
ihrowlng  their  flioes  backwar  js, 
•  feet  ? 

lird  in  the  air  fhall  carry  the  lale, 
lat  which  hath  wings  fliall  tell 
after.'  Such  is  alfo  the  prelcnt 
-*  A  little  bird  told  it  me,'  fays 

preference  which  fome  give  to 
jcforc  Homer,  is  often  owing  to 
[ion:  fome  arc  more  formed  to 
le  grand;  andothera,  the  beauii- 
t  as  for  invention  and  fublirnity, 
1  fliining  qualitict  of  in     '    ' 


efe  i$  runljr  no  cornpanTon  he - 
ao0   YetJtDJojfyirpk^aKtM 


6s 

Agreeable  idcus  rift^  in  proportion  as 
thiey  are  drawn  from  inanimates,  from 
Tegetables,  fi*om  animals,  and  from  hu» 
man  creatures. 

One  reafon  why  the  found  is  fome* 
times  an  echo  to  -the  fenfe,  as,  that  the 
pieafanteft  obje^s  have  often  the  moil 
harmonious  nameft  annexed  to  them. 

A  man  of  a  merely  arjuincnutive 
caft  wilt  read  poetry  as  prole;  will  only 
regard  the  quantunii  it  contains  of  foKd 
reafoning:  juft  as  a  clown  attacks  a  dcf- 
fert,  confidering  it  as  fo  much  viduali^ 
and  regardlefs  of  thofe  lively  or  em- 
blematical decorations  which  the  cook, 
for  many  flcepiefs  nights,  hat  endea- 
voured to  bellow  upon  it. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  RouflTeau 
has  advanced  fo  very  ingenioufly  upon 
plays  and  players,  their  profefTion  is» 
like  that  of  a  painter,  one  of  the  imita- 
tive arts,  whofe  means  are  pTeafure^and 
.whofe  end  is  virtue.  They  both  alike, 
for  a  fublirtcncc,  fubmit  themfclves  to 
public  opinion:  and  the  diflionour  that 
has  attended  the  laft  profeflion,  fecmt 
not  eafily  accountable. 

As  theic  are  evidently  words  in  Eiijgf- 
lifh  poetry  that  have  all  the  force  of  a 
da^yle,  and,  if  properly  inferted,  have 
no  fmall  beaury  on  that  account,  it  feema 
abfurd  to  contraft,  or  print  them  other- 
wife  than  at  length. 

'  The  loofe  wall  toitifing  o*er  the  trembling 
*  (had?.*     Ogilty's  Day  of  Judgwuiu* 

*  Trembling*  has  aUb  the  force  of  a  dac- 
tyle  in  a  lefs  degree— but  cannot  be 
written  otlurwifc. 

I  have  fumetiines  thought  Virgil  fo 
reniarkably  muficai,  that  were  his  lines 
r'-ad  to  a  mufician,  wl*>oliy  ignorant  of 
ti:e  ianji'aj^f,  hy  a  perfon  of  capacity  to 
j;ive  each  wora  it's  pioper  accent,  he 
would  net  i.i;l  to  dillinguifh  in  it  all  the 
graces  ot  h;\rmony, 

I  think,  I  can  obferve  a  peculiar 
beauty  in  the  addition  of  a  fhort  fylla- 
ble,  at  the  end  of  a  blank  verfc:  I  mean, 
however,  in  blank  dialogue.  In  other 
poetry  it  is  as  fure  to  flatten;  which  may 
be  difccrntd  in  Prior's  tranflation  of 
Callimachus,  via.  •  The  holy  viAIno** 
«  D:f>xun,  hearft  thou— Birth,  Great 

*  Rhta-*Infprior  Reptile—'  See.  &c. 
for  the  tranflaticn  abounds  with  them; 
and  is  rendered  by  that  moans  profaic. 

The  cafe  is  only,  profe  being  an  imi- 
tation of  conmipn  lifc^  the  nature  oC  «a 
ode  reqmm  iVvii  Vt  Qmk^  Yyt^SMuitaa^ 
dcgnaVu(>dtE.  - 


sam 
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But  in  dvtlovue,  the  Unguage  oueht 
ncTcr  to  leave  nature  the  lesft  out  of  fi^t; 
ftudefpecialiy  where  pity  it  to  he  pi-oduced* 
it  appears  to  receive  an  ail  vantage  from 
the  melancholy  flow  this  fyllahle  oeca- 
fions.  Let  me  produce  a  few  inftances 
frem  Otways  tragedy  of  the  Unhappy 
Marriagei  and,  in  order  to  form  a  judg- 
ment, let  the  reader  fubftitme  a  word  of 
tqual  import,  but  of  a  fyllaV^le  iefs.  in 
the  place  of  the  inftances  I  produce. 
(Some  inftances  are  numberlefs,  where 
they  familiariie  Biid  give  an  eafe  to  dia- 
logue.) 

*"— 'Sure  my  Ul  fate*s  upon  mS* 

^Why  was  I  not  Kid  in  my  peacefal  grave. 
With  rny  poor  parents,  and  at  reft  at  they 
ire? 
vl  never  fee  yea  aow-r-you  have  been  kindSr. 


give  at  ones  an  hannonious  fl 
turaleafe,  an  energy,  tenda 
Taricty  to  the  language. 

A  man  of  drv  found  jud] 
tends  to  the  truth  of  the  pro 
a  man  of  ear  and  fenfihility  to 
of  the  verfiftcarion.  A  man  of 
gulated  tafte  finds  the  former  a 
ly  imprinted  on  him,  by  the 
management  of  the  htter. 

It  fcems  to  me,  that  what  : 
notes  at  the  bottom  of  pages  ( 
parenthrfiM  in  writing)  might 
rally  avoided,  without  injuring 
of  a  dircourfe.  It  is  true,  it 
quire  fome  addrefs  to  ixiterwc 
gracefully  into  the  text;  but  \ 
more  agreeable  would  be  the  e 
to  interrupt  the  reader  by  fuel 
avocations?  How  much  more 


,     . ,    ..      *  ,  ^  <.   -..      to  play  a  tune  upon  one  felt  of  I 

•-W»yw«Imadew,thtllmyf«tfoftnef..     ^a/jjftops,  than  to  feek  the 

Yet  w^nt  the  (unnlne  to  conceal  It »  follies?       ..^     u„;[l  «^u....«.i  ^^*'  « 


nt  the  punning  to  conceal 
lllfec  Caft  tllo«-taz  him  with  hit  ftlftood. 

••Should  you  charge  rough, 
I  ftould  tmt  weep,  and  anfwer  you  with  fob- 
bing, 

v»When  thou  art  from  ipe,  every  place  is 
desert. 

Saiely  Paradife  it  round  me. 
And  efcry  fenf*  i'  full  of  thy  perfedion. 
To  bear  thee  f|.'eak  might  calm  a  madman's 

frensy, 
*Till9  by  actcQtion,  he  forgot  hit  (brrows. 

^iTill  good  men  wiih  him  dead— or  J  of> 
lend  him. 

^vAnd   hang   vpon  you,  like  a  drowning 
creature. 

—Cropt  thit  fair  rofe»  and  rifled   all  it*s 
i'MTctneft. 

«— Give  me  Cbamont,  an<l  let  the  world  for- 
faktt  ml. 

——I've  drank  an  healing  draught 
For  all  my  c^rci,  ana  never  moic  ihall  vrroog 
thcc. 

^-Whtn  Tm  laid  low  In  the  cold  grave  for- 

gotten. 
May  you  be  happy  in  a  fairer  bride, 
But  none  can  ever  love  you,  like  Monimla. 

I  ihpuld  imagine,  that«  in  fome  or  moft 
of  thcie  examples,  a  particular  degree  of 
tendemefs  is  owing  to  the  fupernumf- 
rary  fy liable  {  yet  it  requires  a  nice  ear 
far  the  ds/po/ition  of  it  (for  it  rouft 
Moe  be  oflj>er/3i|}  andj  with  this,  may 


hety,  by  an  awjcwani  motion 
fett  to  another? 

It  bears  a  little  hard  upon 
dour,  that  *  to  take  to  piece) 
language,  fignifes  the  fame  a 
*  pofe;*  and  '  to  expofe,*  hai 
cation^  which  goodnAture  cai 
allow,  as  can  the  laws  of  etym 

The  ordinary  lertt-rs  frop 
fi  lend  ftcm  capable  of  receivir 
turn,  tlian  mere  coinpliinent, 
intelligence,  or  proftrfliont  of 
continually  repeated.  The  c 
m.ixim,  to  concfpond  with  cai 
iDoil  excluded  everv  ufcful  fub 
may  not  excefi  or  iiegrii»ence 
atTc^^ation,  at  well  as  ii*s  op; 
titMne?  Theie  aic  miuy  dtgrt 
temiediate  folidity  betwixt  aV 
ham  and  a  whipt  fyllabub. 

I  am  aAonifhed  to  remaik  t 
of  ear,  which  fome  tolerably  1m 
poets  difcuver  in  their  Alexan; 
feems  wonderful,  t!iat  an  erro: 
out,  and  fo  very  dif^ddCul  CO  a 
Oiould  occur  fo  frequently  ak  tl 
ir.g: 

*  What  feraph  e'er  cnuld  pre. 
'  So  choice  a  le^ure  as  hit  woo 
*  tue's  lore?' 

The  pau(e  being  afr^r  the  fixtl 
it  is  p!ain  the  whole  rmpliafi 
nunciation  is  thrown  upon  th 
AS.  It  feems  mofl  amjiiug  tc 
this  fliould  be  fo  common  a  bl 
Simplex  wuuu^ii*^  has  been 
\ii\WccCa\Vr  \o  V««  1^  \^t^^  >x. « 


^  J)r,  L^au^a  ^g  aftuf  kaftiljbiU  Vac^oS  tk^s  c9^««(Immh  %iScii«w^,  € 
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of  very  difficult  inter- 
af^y  not  very  capable  to 
without  circumlocution. 
1  can  we  make  to  that 
leganr,*  which  excludes 
ultiplicity  of  ornaments 
tiuch  as  it  does  dirt  and 
other? 

ufe  the  word  'naVve,* 
IS  to  he  explained  by  no 
iinlefs  we  will  (iibmit  to 
!S  in  the  application  of 
mental/  It  means  the 
ion,  or  the  heart,  in  op- 
nguage  of  i-efle^ion  and 

eqiient  miftake  that  is 
le  that  of  the  means  for 
ches  for  happinefs,  and 
r  Icnfe,  The  former  of 
bfervahle:  and  as  to  the 
,  this  age  affords  fre- 
fmginftances. 
concern,  that  I  obferve 
true  {>oettcal  genius  en- 
uencti  their  native  fire* 
rhibit  learning  without 
it.  Nor  is  it  uncommon 
trandate  a  book>  when 


wfth  half  the  paint  be  could  write  t  bet* 
ter;  but  the  tranllatlon  favours  more  of 
learning;  and  gives  room  for  tiotet* 
which  exhibit  more. 

Learning,  like  money,  may  be  of  fb 
bafe  a  coin,  as  to  be  utterly  void  of  ufe  y 
or,  if  fterlioff,  may  require  gdod  manage- 
ment, to  make  it  ferve  the  purposes  of 
fenfe  or  happinefsi 

When  a  nobleman  has  once  Conferred 
any  great  favour  on  his  infertori  he 
ought  thenceforth  to  tonfider,  that  .hit 
reqnefts,  his  advice,  and  even  his  intima- 
tions»  become  commands}  and  to  pro- 
pofe  matters  with  the  Utmoft  tenderneft* 
The  perfon  whom  he  obliges  has  other- 
wife  loft  his  freedom* 

Hdc  tgoji  compelUr  hvpntf  cunB*  refiffnt 
Ntef.mnum  pitbis  laudoJitMr  attilittm\ntc 
Otia  d'tvitlU  Armbum  liierrima  mut; 

The  amiable  and  the  feverej  Mr* 
Burke*s  /bblime  and  beautiful,  by  dif- 
ferent proportions,  are  mixed  in  every 
chara^ei-.  Accordingly,  as  ei titer  is  pce- 
dominanty  men  imprint  the  paflions  of 
love  or  fear«  The  beft  pimch  depemh 
on  a  proper  mixture  of  fugar  and  k* 
mon. 
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!  many  perfons  acquire 
es  a  chara6ler  of  infm- 
lat  is  in  truth  mere  in* 
i  there  are  perfons  of 
^ahle  pallions,  perhaps 
any  in  the  very  inftant 
ffion,  but  the  very  ieaft 
1  through  the  fliort  du- 
tremes.  Ic  fias  often 
lis  account,  to  afcertain 
.ady  Lnxboro\igh*)  yet 
er  principles,  I  elieem 
Ice's  to  have  been  the 
ed,  in  ail  rrfptdls,  the 
ingbrokc. 
,  if  not  the  only,  dif- 

honc(ty  and    honour^ 
heir  diif<rrent  motives: 
latter  being  reputation  j 
r,  duty, 
ift  comfort  to  the  poor, 

often  inclines  them  to 
*nvy,  that  the  rich  mufl 
emCelves, 


The  common  people  call  ^t,  mirth  | 
and  fancy,  folly;  fanciful  and  foUiful* 
they  ufe  indifcriminarely.  It  feems  to 
flow  from  hence,  that  they  confi^er  mo- 
ney as  of  more  importance  than  the  per^ 
font  who  poifeff  it(  and  that  no  conduft 
is  wife,  beftde  what  his  a  tendency  to 
enrich  ust 

One  fhould  not  deftroy  an  inCt&f  on6 
(hould  not  quarrel  with  a  dog,  without  si 
reafonfufficient  to  vindicate  one  through 
all  the  courts  of  morality* 

The  trouble  occafioned  by  want  of  a 
fervant,  is  fo  much  lefs  than  the  plagtM 
of  a  bad  one,  at  it  is  lefs  painflil  to  cloin 
a  pair  of  (hoes  than  undergo  an  excels 
of  anger* 

Tlie  fund  of  fenfible  difcourfe  it  li- 
mitedj  that  of  jeft  and  badinerjt  is  infi^  . 
nite.  In  many  compxnietf  then,  wheri 
nothing  is  to  be  learnt,  it  werk,  perhapa^ 
better  to  get  upon  the  familiar  footing i 
to  give  and  take  in  the  wvi  ol  tvStSwr) « 

when  k  NnU  ^  TDAStn\%Vv<it%  ^%*vBi  % 


rtftgbTcke.    With  her  the  atithor  had  ti^o^ftd  mXta«xt  t««^NP»*"»*** 

1^  ^pa.1 
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iall,  the  pciTcn  tliat  confiAcs  her  fives  the 
lif'"  of  a  uil«*r. 

There  l«ms  f*  m«  nn;«logv  hetwixt  a 
pcifon's  mjni;er  in  evay  a6lion  ut'  his 
hie. 

La-lyLuxHoroir^h's  hand -writing  was 
-  nt  tlic  taiiic  tiaie  clt-iicate  and  malculinc. 
Htfi  feauircji,  her  air,  her  underilandingy 
her  motions,  and  her  fcntimmtSywerc  the 
fame.  Mr.  W— ,  in  ihc  fame  refpecVs, 
d.:hcate,  hut  not  malcnhnc.  Mi .  G— *, 
rather  muie  dtUcatc  thnn  marculine.  Mr. 
J—,  rathiT  more  nnaCculiue  than  delicate. 
And  this,  in  regard  to  the  thite  iall,  ex- 
tends to  their  drawing,  verlificatioDj  &c« 
&c.  &c. 

Riches  dcferve  the  attention  of  young 
perfons  rather  than  old  ones;  though  the 
prav^icc  h  otherwifr. 

To  confiime  one's  time  and  fortune  at 
once,  without  plcafure,  rccompencc,  or 
figure*  is  like  pouring  forth  one's  fpi- 
rif»  rather  in  phlebotomy  than  enjoy- 
ment. 

Parents  are  gcncndly  partial. to  great 
vivacity  in  their  children,  and  ;ire  apt  to 
Ijt  more  or  l»:ls  fond  of  ihcm  in  pro- 
portion to  it/  Perhaps,  there  cannot 
be  a  fymptom  Lis  exprtifivf!  of  iiiture 
judgment  and  lolldily.  It  feems  tho- 
roujr.hly  to  preclu^le  not  only  depili  of 
p.?nctratinn,  but  alfo  delicacy  of  lenti- 
mcnt.  Neither  doe^  it  feem  any  way  con- 
iillentwith  a  fenfihility  ot  plea  lure,  not- 
withftandini^  all  external  appeara?irr«. 
It  Is  a  mere  greyhound  puppy  in  a  wai-- 
ren»  that  runs  at  all  truths,  and  nt  all  ■ 
forts  of  pleaf.iie;  but  does  not  allow 
itlcif  tigic  to  be  Aicccfsful  in  fecuring 
any.  It  is  a  buly  I>ee,  whol*?  whole 
time  paffes  away  m  mere  flight  from 
flower  to  flower j  without  rtllin^  upon 
any  a  fufficirnt  time  to  gather  honey. 

The  (]uccn  of  $  .veden  declared,  She 
did  not  love  men  as  men;  but  merely 
Lrrnufe  they  were  not  women.  What 
a  fpirltcd  piece  ol  fatirc! 

In  mixed  convprfation,  or  amongfl 
perlbns  of  no  great  knowledge,  one  in- 
dulges one's  fclf  in  dilcourrethat  is  nei- 
tlnT  ingenious  nor  fignificant.  Vapid 
frivolous  cliif-chat  fcrvi-s  to  pnf«  avay 
.  the  time.  Hutcorloed  up  again  in  retire- 
ment, we  recover  our  wonted  (Irength, 
fpirit,  and  flavour. 

The  making  prefents  to  a  lady  one 
addreiTc  ,  it  like  throwing  aimour  into 
Jin  entmy'i  catrp,  with  a  rcfolulioii  to 

He  ihsLt  I'm  a-bcd  all  «  fummeT't 


morning:,  lofes  the  chief  plafiiitflf  lb 
dav:  he  that  gives  up  his  youth  ID  it-' 
dolence,  undergoes  a  lofs  of  the  te 
kind. 

Spit  en  is  often  little  elil-  than  ob- 
llrufled  perfpi ration. 

The  regaid  meor externally  pnfie& 
for  their  fuj^eriors,  is  ottentinxs  le- 
wardedx-in  the  manner  it  defcnrei. 

Methinks,  all  men  Aioukl  meet  witli 
a  rci'peA  due  to  as  high  a  chancer  u 
they  can  a£l  becomingly. 

Shining  charaAers  are  not  alvftyi  the 
moli  agreeable  ones.  The  mild  ndiaocc 
of  an  emerald  is  by  no  means  Iclspkif- 
ing  than  the  glare  of  a  mhy. 

Mankind  fuffers  naorc  bv  the  cooSA 
of  contrary  paflions»  than  that  of  fAk 
and  reafon:  yet,  perhaps.  thetnieAway 
to  quench  one  palBon  U  to  kindle  ap 
another. 

Prudent  men  fhould  lock  up  tbdr 
motives,  giving  only  their  intimatti  a 
key. 

The  country  efquire  limits  his  ambi- 
tion to  a  pre-eminence  in  the  knowlolge 
of  horfes;  that  is«  of  an  animal  that  may 
convey  him  with  eafe,  credit, and  ClfrtTi 
the  little  journeys  he  has  to  go.  The 
philofopher  direfls  his  ambition  tofonie 
well-grounded  fcience,  which  may, with 
the  fame  credit,  eafe,  and  lafety,  tranf- 
port  him  through  every  ftage  of  being; 
io  that  he  may  not  be  overthrown  by 
pafTion,  nor  trailed  indpidly  along  by 
apathy. 

Tom  Tweedle  played  a  good  fiddles 
but,  nothing  fatisned  with  the  mconfi- 
derable  appellation  of  a  fiddler,  drop- 
ped the  prafVice,  and  is  now  no  charac- 
ter. 

The  beft  lime  to  frame  an  anfwer  to 
the  letters  of  a  friend,  is  the  moment  you 
receive  them.  Then  the  warmth  of 
friendfhip,  and  the  intelligence  receivedi 
moft  forcibly  co-operate. 

The  phiiolophcrs  and  artient  fagf«» 
who  declaimed  againft  the  vanity  of  all 
external  advantages,  feem  in  an  equal 
degree  to  have  countenanced  and  au- 
thorized the  mental  ones,  or  they  would 
coiulenm  their  own  example. 

Superiority  in  wit  is  more  frtquentlt 
the  caufc  of  vanity  than  fuperiority  of 
judgmriit;  as  the  perfon  that  wears  an 
ornamental  fword  is  evermore  vain  than 
he  that  wears  an  ufeful  one. 

The  perfon  who  has  a  fuperiority  lo 
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and  otfence  taken  upon  the 
A^d  to  this,  th  It  wtt,  cOTiii- 
fancy,  rirndris  all  the  puflions 
ifiiyic;  the  love  of  fame  more 
Ay  lb;  and  you  h:»ve  i'omt  I'ort 
for  the  rcrvngs  taken  by  wits 
\'e  who  Reg!<£l  thtm. 
iiiiarrcls  of  our  frienrl?!  it  i?  in- 
on  us  to  take  a  prt— in  the 
tt  mere  acqmiiitance,  it  it  netfd- 
pel  haps  im^x:rtinenr. 
I  h<vf  purcha(c<l  nu^ht  by  way 
.muieintirt,  your  redctlion  up- 
►tt  not  only  intlnrit***  the  bar- 
.ve  made  to  be  a  bad  one,  but 
n-tke  it  lb. 

I  the  money  thofc  paintinj^s 
ivs  Toi-por,  •  methinks  I  would 
lcovfi-.'d  fome  bi-trer  method  of 
ig  of  it/—*  And  in  what  would 
re  expanded  ii?' — *  I  ^-ould  buy 
r;e  horfcs.' — *  Ei»f  you  have  al- 
vhat  anfwcr  your  piirpoltr— 
■,:t  I  have  3  particular  fancy  for 
norle.' — «  And  have  not  1,  who 

tlTtie  pif^urfp,  thffameargu- 
>n  my  Cnk}"  The  truth  is,  he 
uls  his  own  amiifcirients,  and 
$  another  perfon's,   uiilefs   he 

•  thcv  bear  relation  to  viitiie  or 
I  at  all  times  find  him. elf  at  a 
m  rtrgumenf, 

•  of  real  geniiM  hive  ftrong  paf- 
pople  of  Ihons^  iHfHoiis  have 
t-Hlliies:  fi'.'.h  a«  Mr.  Pope  tor 
linf,brokt,  &c.  Perlbr.s  of  llcw 
fc  iin^uid  pullior,'-",  and  perf*  ns 
id  paflioiis  h:i"c  little  pnitiaiiiy. 
iilier  love,  nor  hatii,  iiur  lo  -k, 
c.  with  thi;  trerf'.y  of  a  nnn  cf 
The  faul»^  of  thf  toniur  fhculd 
ct'd  v-'ith  t:)e:r  cXc.!liLt:c><*j  ar.d 
eL-frncfi  of  the  hitrf.r  rtiould  be 
wiihtntii  infii'iiificancy.  H.ip- 
d  virrue  are,  perhipp,  c:encrdly 
I  with  moVc  tinnlity  than  wc  are 
e. 

r.f  volatile  and  (|)ni;htly  tempers 
onfillent  with  any  great  cn;oy- 
Thers  is  too  much  time  wr»:led 
ere  tranfiiion  trom  one  objeft  to 
No  room  for  thf'fe  deep  im- 
,  vr.;ch  are  mailc  tlon*:  by  the 
of  an  idcnj  »nJ  :ire  quite  rc- 
•»  any  ftrc  ng  feriririon,  cither  of 
or  of  pain.  The  Ixe  to  coIleA 
■>r  the  rpider  to  gather  poilon, 
'At  fome  time  upon  the  weed  or 
.They  who  ft  fluids  are  mere 
Ir,  i'cem  nther  chearful  thin 


happy  me n .  The  tc mpcr  aoove  Jerciiberl 
is  ofiencr  the  lot  of  wits  ihin  of  prrlcny 
of  great  ab.litif*. 

There  «it  no  pcrfvns  mar  frtncirous 
about  the  prefcrvaricn  <vt  rark,  than 
thofc  who  have  no  lank  at  u!l.  Obfcrve 
the  humours  of  a  country  chrilleningj 
and  y«»M  will  find 'no  court  in  Chriflcn- 
dom  lb  ccremouious  as  the  quality  of 
Brentford, 

Ciiflcs  will  fomrtimf s  prefer  the  faulty 
ftate  of  a  compofition  to  the  improvea 
one,  through  mere  pervcrfenefs :  in  like 
mannr^,  fome  will  extol  a  perlbn^s  paft 
conduf),  to  depreciate  his  prefcnt.  Thefe 
are  fome  of  the  numerous  (hifts  and 
machinations  of  envy. 

Trets  a(Ford  us  the  advantage  of 
(hade  in  fummcr,  as  well  as  fiiel  in 
winter;  as  the  fame  virtue  allays  the 
fervor  of  intemperate  paflions  in  our 
youth,  and  fcrves  to  comfort  and  keep 
us  warm  amid  the  rigours  of  old  ag<». 

The  term  Indccilion,  in  a  man's" cha- 
racter, implies  an  idea  very  nicely  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  Irrefolution;  yet  it 
has  a  tendency  to  produce  itj  and,  like 
that,  has  often  it's  orif^inal  in  cxceAive 
delicacy  and  refinement. 

Pcilbnsof  proud,  yst  abjeft  fpirits, 
will  dcfpifis  you  i\)i'  thoie  diflreffet  for 
which  the  generoup  mind  will  pity,  and 
endeavour  10  befriend  you — A  hint  to 
whom  only  you  Should  dil'clofe,  and 
from  whom  yo-.i  i>.c;uld  conceal  them. 
Yet,  perhaps,  in  general,  it  may  be 
pi udsnt'ro  conceal  thsm  from  perfons  of 
an  oppo^l^e  ])irty. 

The  lacrificing  of  our  anger  to  our 
intcrelt  is  oftentimes  no  more  than  the 
exchange  cf  a  painful  paflio'n  for  a  plca- 
furable. 

There  are  not  five  in  five  hundred  that 
pity,  but,  at  the  lame  rime,  alfo  dcfpife-— 
A  reafun  that  you  (lion id  bj  cautious  to 
whom  and  where  yon  complain.  The 
tarthc.'t  a  prudent  man  Hiould  proceed 
in  gentrai.  is  to  Ir.ugh  at  fome  of  hit 
own  fcibies:  when  this  may  be  a  means 
of  removing  envy  frr.m  the  more'im* 
porMnt  parts  of  his  chnraf^er. 

E!f?r.!nMcy  of  appearance,  and  an  cr- 
ccHivc  ittcmiijn  to  t'le  mi':uier  parts  of 
dr?f<,  'Si  I  brliex-e,  propTly,  in  the  ge- 
neral run,  etlecmed  a  fymptOm  of  irre- 
folution.  But,  yet,  inltances  arefeen  to 
abound  in  the  French  nation  to  the  cov  - 
trary.     And  in  ctir  own,  that  of  Lord 
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inviiiUIe,  was  an  obje£k  on  winch  his 
happinefs  appeared  to  turn;  wbich»how. 
cvt^r,  might  be  clouded  by  a  fpeck  of 
dirt,  or  wounded  bv  a  hole  in  the  heel 
of  his  locking.  Yet  this  man*s  intre- 
pidity was  (hewn  beyond  all  contradic- 
tion. What  fhall  we  fay  then  of  Mr. 
Gray,  of  mannen  very  delicate,  yet 
pofTelTed  of  a  poetical  vein  fraught  with 
the  nobltd  and  fublimeft  images,  and  of 
a  mind  remarkably  well  ttored  with  the 
more  malculine  parts  of  learning  ?— 
Here,  pcrii:ip:>,  we  muft  remain  in  fu- 
fpence.  For  though  tafte  does  not  imply 
manners,  fo  neither  does  it  preclude 
them :  or  what  hinders,  that  a  man 
ibould  feel  that  fame  delicacy  in  regard 
to  real  honour,  which  he  does  in  regard 
to  drefs  > 

If  l>eneficence  be  not  in  a  pcrfon's  will, 
u'hat  imports  it  to  mankind,  that  it  is 
ever  fo  much  in  his  power  ?  And  yet  wc 
fee  how  murh  more  regard  is  genei'ally 
paid  to  a  worthlefs  man  of  fortune,  than 
to  the  moft  benevolent  beggar  that  ever 
uttered  an  ineffeihial  bleflmg.  It  is  all 
agreeable  to  Mr.  Burke's  thefis,  that  the 
formidable  idea  of  power  affedrls  more 
deeply  than  the  moft  beavltiful  image  we 
can  conceive  of  moral  virtue. 

A  i>erfon  that  is  not  merely  ilupid,  is 
naturally  under  the  influence  of  the 
acute  pailions,  or  the  flow.  The  prin- 
ciple of  revenge  is  meant  for  the  fecurity 
ot  the  individual;  and  fuppofing  a  |)er- 
fon  has  not  courage  to  put  it  immedi- 
ately into  pra6lice,  he  commonly  llrives 
'to  make  himfelf  remarkable  for  the  pcr- 
feverance  of  his  rel^ntmcnt.  Both  thefe 
have  the  fame  motive,  to  imprefs  adread 
upon  our  enemies  of  injuring  us  for  the 
future:  and  though  tlie  world  be  more 
inclined  to  favour  the  rafh  than  the 
phlegmatic  enemy,  it  is  hard  to  i'ay 
which  of  the  two  has  given  rife  to  more 
dil'malconfequcnces.  The  reafon  of  this 
partiality  may  be  deduced  from  the  fame 
original,  as  the  preference  that  is  given 
to  downright  impudence  before  hypo- 
cfify.  To  be  cheated  into  an  ill-placed 
efteem,  or  to  be  undermined  by  con- 
cealed malignity,  difcovers  a  contempt 
for  our  underflanding,  and  leflens  the 
idea  wc  entertain  of  it  ourfelves.  They 
hurt  our  pride  more  than  open  violence^ 
or  undifguifed  impudence. 

King  James  the  Firft,  willing  to  in- 
volve £e  regal  power  in  myftery,  that, 
Jtkc  nktunt  ohjc^is,  it  might  appear 
greater  through  the  t'og,  declared  it  pre- 


fumption  for  a  rul;>jeft  to  /ar,  '  wbit  I 

*  king  might  do  in  the  (wintC*  of  hit 

*  power.*  This  was  abfurd  {  but  ii 
feenis  prefumption  in  a  man  of  tbcworUt 
to  iiiy  what  meant  a  man  of  geDios  nsf 
think  inftruinentai  to  his  happiiefi. 
W— —  uled  to  fay,  it  w^  pre- 
fumption for  him  to  make  coojefigm 
on  tlie  occaiion.  A  perion  of  ftfiae- 
mentfeems  to  have  his  pleafures  diftinft 
froR)  the  common  run  of  men:  what  the 
world  calls  important,  is  to  him  wholly 
frivolous ;  and  what  the  world  eftceas 
frivolous,  feems  efle6tial  to  his  tnnquil* 
lity. 

The  apparatus  of  a  funeral  aamg 
the  middle  rank  of  people,  and  fime- 
times  among  the  great,  has  one  tStBt 
that  is  not  frivolous.  It  in  (bme  oua- 
fuie  d.nipates  and  draws  off  the  attcs- 
ticn  from  the  main  object  of  concert* 
XVeaker  minds  find  a  fort  of  relief  ia 
being  compelled  to  give  dire&ioas  about 
the  manner  of  interment:  and  thcgrare 
folemnity  of  the  hearfe,  plnmes,  aad 
efcutcheons,  though  they  add  to  the 
force  of  terrQr,  diminiOi  that  of  fimpk 
grief. 

Tbeiie  are  fome  people  whom  yoo 
cannot  regard  tliough  they  fisem  deiiroos 
to  oblige  youi  nay,  even  though  they  do 
you  a£lual  fervices.  This  is  the  calii 
wherever  their  fentiments  are  too  wideljr 
different  from  your  own.  Thus  a  p^dbn 
truly  avaricious  can  never  make  him- 
i'elf  truly  agreeable  to  one  enamoured 
with  the  arts  and  fcicnces.  A  peribn 
of  exquifite  fenGbility  and  tendernefs 
can  never  be  truly  pleafed  with  another 
o\  no  feelings;  who  can  tee  |he  moft  in- 
timate of  his  friends  or  kindred  expire 
without  any  greater  pain  than  if  he 
beheld  a  pitcher  broken.  Thefe,  pio- 
peily  fpeaking,  can  be  faid  to  feel 
nothing  but  the  point  of  a  fword  ;  and 
one  could  more  eafily  pardon  them,  it 
this  apathy  were  the  effeft  of  philofophv* 
and  not  want  of  thought,  but  what' I 
would  inculcate  is,  with  tempers  thus 
different  one  ihould  never  attempt  any 
clofe  connexion : 

Ttcum  mjht  difiwdla  cfi. 

Yet  it  may  be  a  point  of  prudence  to 
fliew  them  civility,  and  allow  a  tolera- 
tion to  their  various  propenOties.  To 
converfe  much  with  them  would  not  only 
bt  Ya,\ti^M\ .  V>\\\  vtwd  \«i  \tvYss^  ^^Mr  own 
diV^&Uon  •.  ask^  \a  iivm  -ax  cS^\tw\xv%'^cys 
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,  iMuld  only  make  your  cha- 
iconfiftent. 

:  are  fome  |>eop1e  who  find  a 
kind  of  pleafuie  in  gloutinsy 
ookl  hardly  be  encreafed  by  the 
ion  of  having  their  wiihet 
,  Thit  it,  ''ecmingly,  a  bad  cha- 
and  yet  often  conne£led  with  ia 
'  honour»  of  confciout  nierit» 
ar^  gratitudr,  great  fincerity, 
ly  other  valuable  Qualities, 
e  it  a  degree  of  uhderiVanding  in 

with  which  one  not  only  ought 
intented,  but  abfolutely  pleaied. 
>uld  nor,  in  thenii  require  the 
mable  abyis. 

word  conCcquence  of  gratifying 
loni,  in  regard  to  obji-^ls  of  an 
:nt  nature,  is,  that  it  caulcs  them 
ed  with  greater  violence  towardt 
id  other  ohjcfts  ;  and  fo  ad  infi* 

I  wifh,  for  my  pocket,  an  ele- 
ji;  and  gold  to  remove  the  i>ain 
ng»  and  partake  the  plcalui-e  of 
;nt.  I  would  part  with  the  pur- 
loney,    for  which   I   have    left 

but  the  gratification  of  this  wifh 
renerate  fifty  others,  that  would 
3Ut.  See  Epiftctii^;  who,  there- 
Ivifcs  to  retift  the  lirtt. 
e  and  agreeahlenef  s  are,  I  ff^ar, 
en  feparated;  that  is,  exrcrnalt 
ind  captivate  the  fancy,  where 

worth  is  wanting  to  engage  and 
ane's  rcafon— A  moll  perplexing 
tinctf;  and  no  where  more  re- 
le,  than  when  we  Ibea  wife  man 
*ndaved  by  the  beauty  of  a  perfon 
Ifet. 

ow  not  whether  cncreafing  yeart 
:aufeone  to  efteem  fcNver  )>ouplc^ 
bear  with  more. 

e,  Whether  frienvlfhip  for  the  fex 
:end  to  leffen  the  feniual  appetite} 
:e  'vtrfa. 

nk,  I  never  knew  an  inftance  of 
uicknefs  of  parts  being  joined 


^ith  great  Iblidity.  The  moft  ripkl 
rivers  are  feldom  or  never  deep.       ^ 

To  ^  at  once  a  rake,  and  to  glory 
in  the  chancer,  difcovert  at  the  (amc 
time  a  bad  difpofition  and  a  bad  tafte. 

T^ere  are  perlbnt  who  Aide  iofenfibly 
into  an  habit  of  contradiction.  Their 
lirft  endeavour,  upon  hearing  aught  af- 
ferted,  is  to  difcover  wherein  it  may  be 
plauilblydifpnted.  Thit,  they  imaginr» 
gives  an  air  of  ^at  fagadty;  and  if 
they  can  mingle  a  jell  with  contradiction, 
think  they  difplay  great  fuperiority. 
One  fhould  be  cautioiit  againft  the  ad- 
vances of  this  kind  of  propenfity,  which 
lofes  us  friends,  in  a  matter  generally  of 
no  confequencc. 

The  folicitude  of  peers  to  preferve,  or 
to  exalt  their  rank,  is  efteemed  no  other 
than  a  manly  and  becoming  ambition. 
The  care  of  commoners,  on  the  fame 
fubjeCl,  is  deemed  either  vanity,  forma- 
lity, or  pride. 

An  income  for  life  only  Teems  the  bed 
calculated  for  the  circuiufUnces  and 
fituation  of  mortal  man:  the  farther  pro* 
perty  in  an  eftate  encreafes  the  difficultr 
of  diCengaging  our  affcClions  from  thit 
world,  and  of  thinking  in  the  manner 
we  ought  to  think  of  a  fyflem  from 
which  we  mufl  be  entirely  feparated* 

<  I  truft  chat  finking  food,  my  life/ 

l?or£.* 

Surprize  quickens  enjoyment,  and 
expectation  banifhes  furprize;  this  is  the 
fimple  reafon,  why  few  pleafures,  that 
have  cngrofTed  our  attention  previoufly, 
ever  aniwer  our  ideas  of  them.  Aod 
to  this,  that  imagination  is  a  great  mag- 
nifier, and  caufes  the  hopes  we  conceive 
to  grow  too  large  for  their  objeCt.  Thut 
expfClation  does  not  only  deftroy  the 
advantage  of  fui  prize,  and  (b  flattent 
pleafui-ej  but  makes  as  hope  for  an 
imaginary  addition,  which  givet  the 
pain  of  difappointment. 


ESSAY   XXXI. 

ON    RELIGION, 


RHAPS,  we  (hould  not  pray 
Goii  '  to  keep  us  lledfaft  in  any 
^  but  conditionally,  that  it  be  a 
ne. 

sn  a  tree  is  falling,  I  have  (een' 
ourers,  by  a  trivial  jerk  with  a 
hrow  it  vpon  the  /pot  where  they 
<ji&  it  /bould  Ue.    Di?incS|  un* 


derHanding  this  text  too  literally,  pre* 
tend,  by  a  little  interpofition  in  the  arti* 
de  of  death,  to  regulate  a  perfon*t  ever- 
laftinghappineft.  I  fancy,  the  allufion 
will  hardly  countenance  their  prefumf 
tion* 
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tir«;eall  iheiu  ir  Irjn.entc  :  w!iet»  to  thofe 
of  our  own  le^,  vvi?  call  thtMi  uh\%  : 
wihsi)  to  pctib.is  n.Mtiior  why  diltii.- 
guifhrd,  we  art^  con  lent  ro  impute  them 
Co  the  iciile<i  coar/j  of  ihinps. 

In  refijard  to  cLuich-miihc,  if  a  man 
CiAiiiiot  l>€  i'aiJ  ro  ht  rr.rrry  or  ^ood- 
htimoureii  wh<?n  he  is  tickled  rill  he 
laughs,  why  fhouLI  he  he  elKrenied  de- 
vout or  pious  when  \\t  is  tweed  led  into 
«ca)  by  the  drone- pn-'.e  of  an  orfan  ? 
In  anlWr  ro  ihis  it  may  he  fiid,  thit  if 
fuch  an  elevation  of  the  fjirnts  he  not 
mfiitorioiis,  he  r.nr  dpi'D! ion,  vet  it  is 
atrended  w.th  good  csnCeqiierncrs;  as  it 
k»ves  a  ^ood  imprrfTion  upon  the  mind, 
favournbie  to  virtue  .ind  :i  religious  life. 

The  rich  tnan.  adioining  to  his 
country- (est,  e\^^sa  chajiel,  as  he  pre- 
tends, to  God  Almis;hty,  btir,  in  truth, 
to  his  own  vaifi-q:lor\-}  furniflies  it  with 
Kixuriuus  convenience*,  for  ]>r»yers  that 
will  he  never  (jiid.  The  poor  mnn  kneels 
tiy  his  hcd-iide,  and  fraei  to  heaven 
Iwfoif  him.' 

I  fhouUl  !hii:k  a  rlenr^'mart  might 
dffttnguiOi  hinilelf  hy  coin)>oriog  a  fet 
of  fermons  upon  tl.e  oi-dinary  virtues 
extolle«]  in  clalTlc  writers,  introducing 
the  oi  nanjental  flouriflics  of  Horace,  Ju- 
venal, Sec, 

I.  A^ainfl  f^finily- pride,  mii^ht  he 
taken  from  Juvcn.iPs  Stemmata  quid 
faciunt,  Iluacc's  Ncn  quia  Maccr.aj, 
and  Marius's  f'pttch  in  ^iullwfl.  The 
text—*  Is  not  this  Tofeph  the  tdrpcn- 
•  ter^  r  n?' 

ri.,  A  llrmon  upon  \\\c  adv.iut.ip^s  of 
coiv.peieTKv.con'entnKint,  4 ml  ru'al  life, 
in^:-;hr  he  ahund'.ntly  emboli Uhed  from 
tf.'.  cl.i'?)t.-,  iivA  wo"i!il  he  horh  ^rareful 
aiiO  fivireiNit:  i<i  tiie  coitiiuoi:  j)i!Op!c  : 
ai  \\vt  chitf  julnon  fr'^in  wlntli  iliey 
fiiflTjr  In  tiiry,  1  hciirve,  mifjihccd. 

1.  Another  mit^m  be  c;i!cuhre:l  for 
eaco  lial'on  of  lii;  ycirj  illiiflraring  ihe 
v/:lwi)n»,  tiic.  p>wcr,  AfA  \\'.v  ht'iievo- 
IcuLO  or  l^rv;vi;ii:iice.  Hi»w  i'lj-  Ui  ft.rr^ro 
iMz\\  f  lir  .ii"..!  jie^LcliIv.  lubjei^s,  for  the 
l«ik-.- of  v^iuenii!^^  ti,^*  )•!(:■*(  h  hctv.'ixt 
^'!..cc  and  work-,  preu.jVin.nion  and 
tit.iior.j  lolvin;:i!-.i*  UevclLition*^;  oraf- 
1 1*1  tui  I'll  nj;  thi:  ^>i  wcifj  uauirc  cf  Urimund 
Tivjfiimiin  ! 

It   is   u  comir.on  ar^uiiient  a;nonjrf( 

dlvlut!^,  in  ;V.c  l)«^ia!f  of  a  rt:li;^',ou.i  life, 

t!::i?a  contrary  l;tluvio\ir  has  iiich  con- 

'/e(j:fencei  wheti  we  conr.e  to  die.     It  is 

JnJsTuI  true,  but  fccnis  an  arj^vurtent  o? 

a  i'ubordinate  kind:  the  article  qC  d«%iVi 


is  more  frequently  of  ftiort  duration. 
Is  it  not  a  ftronger  pi^rfuativr,  that  f irtuc 
makes  us  happy  daiiy,  and  reinorn  the 
fear  of  death  from  our  livLS  antece;ieiirly, 
than  that  it  fmoothes  the  piliowofa 
death -hid  f 

It  is  a  queftion  whether  the  remaining 
fuperlHtimis  among  the  Tul^^ir  of  the 
Knglifh  nation  ought  wholly  to  be  re- 
moved :  the  notion  of  a  ghtift^s  K>pear>  | 
a  nee  for  the  ditcover,-  of  muroer,  or  1 
any  tla^art  a<ft  of  injurtice^  that* what 
'  IS  got  ov:r  the  dtvil's  back  will  be 
<  fpent   und'-r  his   hr:iy— rhat  *  cardi 

*  arc  the  d?ni's  b:r>ks'  &c. 

If  there  l)e  nun.hers  of  penpie  thai 
murder  arid  devour  liieir  ff>rei«i{  thai 
have  contradictory  notions  of  houtyj 
that  have  deemed  it  meritorious  to  offer 
up  hnman  facrifices  j  to  krave  their 
parents  in  dclcrts  uf  wild  bea(h;  totx- 
pofe  their  ofl^prin^  as  Ibon  as  fx>m,  &c. 
&c.  there  fliould  leem  to  be  no.unlwi-bl 
moral  fenl'e;  and  of  conlcqucncf,  none. 

It  is  not  now,  *  We  have  deen  hii 
«  liar  in  the  eUtj'  bur,  «  We  have  ften 
'  theiiar  on  his  bxeall,  and  are  cone  to 
'  woTlhip  him.' 

It  is  f;j!d,  and  I  believe  juftlyfflowgh, 
that  crimes  appear  lefs  heinous  to  a 
pcrfon  that  is  about  committing  than, 
than  to  his  confcience  afterwards,  li 
then  the  crime  to  be  imputed  to  him  in 
the  degree  he  toi-efaw  ii,  or  in  that  he 
reflcfls  upon  ii?  Perhaps  the  one  and 
the  other  may  incline  towards  an  ex- 
treiiie. 

The  word  «  R'-Iigio,'  aimrngft  the 
Roni  »ns,and  the  word  *Church,'  aniing 
Llie  Ctuiftians,  ieem  to  liave  more  in- 
teipr«-iw lions     than     :t!ino(l  anv  othei. 

*  jvfdjfs  p'-otiu'it  ea  rflivioMemoti."  J.ir\, 
p.  IT 50.  Vol.  Jl,  Here  rehp.on  fceins 
to  niiim  prodigy — «  A'i  quis  ,aU  fticrum 

*  fjtiuir  dmentt  nee  ft  fine  Trk-^iskn  cjT 

*  piacuh  id  omitlere  p^fft,'  Livy,  11 57. 
Here  it  I'j^-mingly  means  impicijr  :  /*/- 
Gcubim  hcinj;  Inch  an  otfcnce  as  it- 
ouireil  expiatory  f.tciifices. 

Hsre  it  means  fu^»erltition,  as  it  doe& 
often  in  Lucretius. 

'Vnt  pope's  wanton  excornmunica- " 
tions,  his  capricious  pax  don  of  fins,  hit 
tnoi  inuus  indulgences,  and  other  pr- 
ticuiars  of  like  nature,  flicw  tliar  (what- 
ever reunions  may  vraaifc  crucliv)  it  is 
,  y«  cuW^vXv  \W  c\u\vc\\  ^^  vN^uJv  -4.  Vtli 
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The  word  Church  has  thefe  different 
fenfcsi 

1 .  A  fet  of  people  ordained  to  afTift  at 
divine  lervice. 

a.  The  mtrmbers  of  a  certain  reh- 
rious  profcfTion,  including  clergy  and 
laity. 

3.  A  Urge  piece  of  building,  dedi- 
ctted  to  the  ferviceof  God,  and  furciih- 
ed  with  proper  conveniences  for  thofe 
who  meet  to  worftiip  him. 

4.  A  body  of  people,  who  too  fre- 
quently harrafs  and  infeft  the  laity  ac- 
oording  to  law,  and  vvho  conceal  their 
real    nannet  under  that  of  a  fpiritual 


How  rady  have  all  nations  been,  af- 
ter having  allowed  a  proper  portion  of. 
bud  and  praife  to  their  own  abilities,  to 
attribute  their  fuccefs  in  war  fo  the  pecu- 
liar favour  of  a  juft  Providence  1  Per- 
liqittlHt  conftru^ion,  at  it  is  often  ap- 
plied* argues  more  of  prefumption  than 
gratitude.  In  the  firft  place,  fuch  is 
the  partiality  of  the  human  heart,  that, 
perhaps*  wo  hotlile  nations  may  alike 
rely  upon  the  juftice  of  their  caufe;  and 
which  of  the  two  has  the  better  claim  to 
it,  none  but  Providence  can  itfelf  dif- 
cover.  In  the  next,  it  ihould  be  ob*^ 
lerved,  that  fuccefs  by  no  means  de- 
monftratet  juftice.  Again,  we  muft 
not  wholly  forget  to  confider,  that  fuc- 
ceft  may  be  no  more  than  a  means  of 
<leftniftion.  And  laftly,  fuppofing  fuc- 
cefs to  be  really  and  abfolutely  good,  do 
we  find  that  individuals  are  always  fa- 
voured with  it  in  proportion  to  their  de- 
ierti  and  if  not  individuals,  why  muft 
we  then  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  uniform  re- 
compence  ot  (bciety? 

It  is  often  given  as  a  reaibn  «i4iv  it  it 
incumbent  on  God  Almi^ty*s  juftice 
to  puniih  or  rewani  focieties  in  this 
world,  becaufe  hereafter  they  cannot 
be  puniflied  or  rewarded  on  account  of 
their  diiTolution.  It  is  indeed  tnie, 
that  human  vengeance  muft  a6i  fre- 
quently in  the  grofs;  and  whenever  a 
government  declares  war  againft  a  fo- 
reign fociety,  or  finds  it  needful  to  chaf- 
tife  any  part  of  it*s  own,  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  involve  fome  innocent  indi vi- 
tals with  the  guilty.  But  it  does  not 
appeiu*  fo  evident,  that  an  omnifcient 
and  omnipotent  Being,  who  knows  the 
^cretr  of  all  hearts,  and  is  able  to  make 
a  ^ftinSion  in  hit  punifluntnts^  will 


judge  his  unhnppy  creatures  by  thefe 
in«filcriminflte  and  imptrft^l  laws. 

Societies  then  are  to  be  confidcred  as 
the  cafual  or  arbitrary  afTortmcnts  of 
human  inftitution.  To  fiippofe  that 
God  Almighty  will,  by  means  of  pu- 
ni(hments,  often  called  judgments,  de-. 
ftroy  them  proaifcuouily,  is  to  fuppofe 
that  he  will  regulate  his  government  ac-> 
cording  to  the  cabals  of  human  wifdom* 
I  mean  to  be  underftood  here,  with  re* 
gaitl  to  what  are  called  judgmenti,  or^ 
in  other  words,  prastematural  in;erpo- 
fitions  of  Providence.  In  a  natural  way* 
the  conftltution  of  the  univerfe  lequiret* 
that  the  good  muft  often  fuffer  with  the 
bad  part  of  fociety.  But  in  r^ard  to 
judgments  upon  whole  bodies,  (whicl| 
we  have  days  appointed  to  deprecate) 
let  us  introduce  a  cafe  which  may  fenre 
to  illuftrate  the  improbability. 

Societies,  I  fuppofe  then,  are  not  di- 
vine, but  human  bundles. 

Imagine  a  man  to  mix  a  large  quan« 
titv  of  fand  and  gunpowder}  then  par* 
eel  out  the  compofition  into  different 
heaps,  and  apply  fire  to  them  feparate^ 
ly.  The  fire,  it  is  very  obvious,  Wouldi 
take  no  notice  of  the  bundles ;  would 
by  no  means  con  fume,  here  and  there^ 
a  bundle  in  the  groft,  but  would  affbf^ 
that  part  of  every  portion  that  was  com* 
buftible. 

It  may  fpecioufly  enough  be  fkidf 
what  greater  injuflicc  is  it  to  puntlh'a 
fociety  pcomifcuoufly,  than  to  involve 
an  innocent  fon  in  the  punifliment  du«^  ' 
to  a  finful  father?  Tothi?  I  aftfwcr*  tht 
natural  fyftem  (which  we  need  not  doubt» 
upon  the  whole,  is  right)  occafions  both 
the  good  and  bad  to  fufter  many  timet 
indifcriminately*  But  they  go  mudi 
farther.  They  fay  God,  as  it  were,  iiki 
terferes,  in  oppofition  to  the,  iHtled 
courfe  of  things,  to  ponifh  and  include 
focieties  in  one  promilcuous  vengeance* 
Were  he  to  inflict  extraordinary  pit* 
niftiments  diftin£l  from  thofe  which  ^ 
entails  upon  us,  he  furely  would  not 
regulate  them  by  mere  human. aflbrt* 
menis,  but  would  main  the  juftor 
diftin^ion  of  good  and  evil  indifi* 
duals. 

Neither,  do  I  fee  why  it  is  ^  nc<» 
ceflary,  that  focieties,  either  here  or 
hereafter,  fhould  be  punifhed  is  Cb- 
cieties.  •  The  foul  that  (imicth,  It  fhatt 
•  die,' 
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••  How  happy  may  a  lord  btihop  render 
^  l>earant  at  the  hour  of  death,  by  be- 
ftowine  on  him  his  btefling,  and  giving 
him  aaarance  of  falvation?  It  is  the 
fame  with  i^gard  to  religions  opinions 
in  general.  TTiey  may  be  confirmed 
and  cftablifhed  to  their  hearts  content, 
becauie  they  aflrnt  implicitly  to  thcopi- 
nionn  of  men  who,  tbey  think,  (hould 
know.  A  perfon  of  dimnguiihed  parts 
and  learning  has  no  luch  advantages  ; 
firtendlefs,  wavering,  folitan*,  and, 
through  hit  very  fituation,  incapable  of 
piuch  affiftancc:  rf  the  ruftic's  tenor  of 
behaviour  approach  nearer  to  the  brutes, 
lie  alfo  appears  to  approach  nearer  to 
their  happinrfn. 

You  pray  for  happinefs— Confiderthc 
fituation  or  difpolition  of  your  mind  at 
the  time,  and  you  will  find  it  naturally 
tends  to  produce  it. 

In  travellinpr,  one  contrives  to  allow 
day-light  for  the  word  part  of  the  road. 
But  in  life,  how  hard  is  it  that  every 
unhappinefs  feems  united  towards  the 
dofc  of  our  journey  1  Pain,  fatigue,  and 
want  of  fpiiits)  when  fpirits  aivmore 
mmncdiately  neceflary  to  our  fupportj 
of  which  nothing  can  fupply  the  place 
befide  religion  and  philofophy!  But  then 
the  foundation  mult  be  laid  in  medita- 
tion and  enquiry,  at  an  unmolefted  lea- 
fon,  when  our  faculties  are  drong'and 
vigorons;  or  the  temped  will  mod  pro- 
bably throw  down  the  fuperftru^ure. 
'  How  is  a  man  faid  to  be  guilty  of  in- 
\cftduUty>  Are  there  not  fizes  ot  under- 
ftandings adapted  to  the  different  forts, 
and  as  it  were  fiies  of  narrations  ? 

Confcience  is  adfcititiousj  I  mean  in- 
fluenced by  conviction,  which  may  be 
well  or  iU  grounded;  therefore  no  cer- 
tain ttrft  of  truth:  bi>c  at  moft  times  a 
▼ery  faithful  and  a  very  prudent  admo- 
nitor. 

The  attraction  of  bodies  and  focial 
affeClion  of  minds  Teem  in  many  refpeCls 
analogous. 

Attractions  of  either  kind  are  lefs 
per('picuous,and  lefs  perceptible, through 
a  variety  of  counter-attraCtions  that  di- 
ffiinilh  their  eflPeft.  Were  two  perfons  to 
meet  in  lipahan,  though  c^uite  itrangers. 
to  each  other  here,  would  they  not  go 
near  to  feel  a  kind  of  friendfhip,  on  the 
fiv'gle  Icore  of  %heirbein|(  EiTgliflimen? 
Would  they  not  pafs  t^hearhil  evening 
A^^ether  over  rice  and  (herbett?  In  lika 


manner,  fuppoCe  two  or  thm  eoteir^ 
rarics  only  to  mecr  on  the  turf  ace  of  tht 
glo!>e,  amid  myriads  of  periboi  of  all 
other  ages  whattotrver,  would  thty  aoi 
difcover  a  muiu:«l  tendemefs,  eves 
though  they  had  txen  enemies  when 
living?  What  then  raanins,  but  that 
we  revive  the  memory  of  fiich  relationi 
now,  in  order  to  quicken  our  benevo- 
lence? That  we  are  all  countrymen,  its 
confideration  that  is  more  commonly  in- 
culcated, and  limits  our  benevolence  to 
a  fmailer  numt>er  alfo.  Thar  we  are 
cotemporaries,  and  perfons  whom  future 
hiftory  fhall  unite  j  who,  great  part  of 
us,  however  imperceptibly,  receife  and 
confer  reciprocal  benefits;  this,  with 
every  other  circumitance  that  tends  tt 
heighten  our  philanthropy,  (houk)  he 
brought  to  mind  as  much  as  poiBble, 
during  our  abode  upon  earth.  Here* 
aker  it  may  be  ju(t,  and  requifite,  to  com- 
prr liend  all  <«)<««  uf  mankmd. 

The  beft  notion  we  can  conceive  of 
God,  may  be,  that  he  is  to  tlie  creation 
what  the  ibul  is  to  the  bodyt 

^Dius  eft  ^uodcuHque  vide*t  aitrmfw 

What  is  man,  while  we  refleCt  upon 
a  Deity,  whole  vei7  words  are  works} 
and  all  whofe  works  are  wonders  1 

Prayer  is  not  ul'ed  to  inform,  for  God 
is'omnifcientt  not  to  move  compaftion, 
for  God  is  without  pailions :  not  to  fhew 
our  gratitude,  for  God  knows  our  hearts. 
May  not  a  man,  that  has  true  notions, 
be  a  pious  man,  though  he  be  fitent? 

*  To  honour  God,  is  to  conceive 
*  right  notions  of  him,^  fays  fome  an- 
tient  that  I  have  forgot. 

I  know  not  how  Mr.  Pope\  aflertion 
!s  confiitent  with  the  fcheme  of  a  parti- 
cular Providence: 


-The  Almighty  caufe 


Ads  not  by  partial,  but  by  general  laws. 

What  one  under!)  ands  by  a  general 
Providence,  is  \\\'a\  attrmion  of  the  Al- 
mighty to  the  works  of  his  creation,  by 
which  thry  puri'ue  their  original  courfc, 
without  deviating  into  fuch  eccentric 
motions  as  mult  immediately  tend  to  the 
deitruCtion  of  it.  Thus  a  philofpph^r 
it  enabled  tofoi-etell  eclipfeswithpreci- 
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ind  a  ft  one  thro-A'n  upward  dropt 
Mily  to  tile  ground.  Thus  an  in- 
iwakes  lelennm-nt;  and  a  good 
;nde<irs  to  US  our  bcnef»flur.  And 
!s  no  unworthy  idt-a  of  Onini|)o- 
perhnpst  to  ruppofc  he  at  firft 
uted  a  fyHc-in,  that  Knod  in  no 
•ithcr  vf  his  couniera6^ing  or  fu- 
ng  the  firil  laws  of  motion. 
,    aher  ail,    the   ntiud  remains; 


and  can  we  fhew  it  to  be  either  impof- 
fihie,  or  iinprohable,  that  God  direds 
the  will?  Now  whether  the  divine  Be- 
ing  occaOons  a  iiun  to  fall  niiraculoufly{- 
orindireftoppoluioniothcoiUinarylawt 
of  nature,  upon  the  head  of  Chart  ret) 
or  wheihu"  he  inclines  Chartres  to  go 
near  a  wait  whole*  centre  of  graviby  is 
uni'upported,  makes  no  material  vSiffer' 
cncc.  ■ 


ESSAY    XXXIL 

ON    TASTE. 


lieve  that,  generally  fpeaking,  per- 
is eminent  in  one  branch  of  talle, 
he  piinciples  of  the  leii;  and  to 
s,  i  hiivc  often  folicited  a  ilrangcr 
i;  a  tunc,  and  have  icidom  failed 
eels.  This,  however,  does  not 
to  t  »lci:ts  beyond  the  fphere  of 
and  Hjndtl  was  evidently  wrong, 
nc  ta:icied  Ijiinfclf  born  to  com- 
,1  uoO|>  t.tf  horfe. 

ikin:*,  i:)gcner<il,  may  be  divided 
-.ror.s  of  '.ind^'ill.i'.uling  and  pcr- 
f  g<;nlu^i  cicli  of  which  wili  ad- 
many  I'ubor  linaic  degree*.  By 
s  of  iindeiitat.d.nL.,  I  rnean  per- 
f  ibmid  jut^s^nicnt}  fonncd  for 
nJni:.ii  detluClions  and  clear  nr- 
i.uii.n.  By  pcrfons  of  genius,  i| 
charaftcrrizc  thuit  in  whom.  U\ic 
;nuinc  fancy  piedojuinaus;  and 
fieiher  allitted  or  not  b/  cu^iiva- 

ve  thought  thnt  genius  and  "judg- 
uiy, in lomei tiJK:i:ls,hc»ej>iiIi.nu  \ 
qiiiti  and  a  lulid.  The  former  is, 
lly  liK;aking,  remarkable  i'6i-  Wi 
iiy,  but  llien  lolcs  irN  impiclVipn. 
the  latter  is  icfs  fulceptible  of 
Ion,  but  retains  it  longer, 
ding  the  world  into  an  hundred 
I  am  apt  to  beUcve  the  calcuia- 
ight  be  thus  adjullcd. 


s  of  common  fenfe 
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s  of  a  wild  uncultivated  tafte   10 
s  of  original  taile,  improved 
rt       -        .        -        •    .      S 


.  There  is  hardly  any  thing  fo.  un- 
common as  a  true  native  tafU  improved 
by  education.'  [ 

The  obJcfl  oftafte  is  corporeal  beau-J 
ty;  for  though  there  is  manifeftly  a 
TO  v^i«-0y;  a  pulchrum^  aii  kofieflum,'^nd 
decorum^  in'moral  aA.ions)  and  although' 
a  man  of  tafte  th^t  is  not  virtuous  com- 
mits a  greater  violence  upon  his  fcnti- 
ments  than  any  other  pei ion;  yet,  in  the 
ordinar)-  courfe  of  fpeaking,  a  ppribh  U 
not  termed  a  man  of  tafte^  merely  be< 
caufe  he  is  a  man  of  f  iitiie.  , 

All  beauty  may  lie  divided  itito  aib« 
fduic.  and  r.  latlve,  'and  what  is  com-* 
poiMided  of  both. 

It  is  nQt^uncdmmpn  to  hear  a  mcufcifiY 
Quixote  liViTrf  upon  the  luperiority  ofliii 
idol  or  DulcHiea;  and,  npt  content  t» 
pay  his  own  trijrvte  of  ndot:ation,  de^ 
mand  that  of  .otliers  iii  favour  of  hcr^ 
accompli fli menu. ''^Ipiofc  of  graie  and' 
fober  ft-nfe  cannot  9v^id  wondering  at  a 
<lifFei'ence  ofopimoiis,  wTiicl'^;>rc  in  tifuth 
fupportcd  by  n«i  cj  iterioi). 

Every  one,  then  fore,'  cugbt'  to  Kx' 
fcnv  incafure  of  btnuiy,  before  lit  ••iQvri' 
eloqutiit  upon  the  iiibje^f. 

Every  thing  f^ems  to  derive  it's  prcj 
tcnfions  to  beauty,  on  atcoi^ntof  it'ax^J 
Ipur,  fmoothnefs,  vaiietV,  ttn1formiti> 
parliil  refemyhiice '  to  fomething  t^cL 
proportion,  or  fuita\;Teneis  to  the  end 
propolcd,  fome  cpndt^ioj)  of  ideas,  or  a 
mixture  of  all  thefe. 

As  to  the  beauty  of  colours  , their  gre- 
fent  effe^\  fccmv  19  prtiportion  to  their 
impulfes  and  fcarlet,  weie  it  not  for  ]|«. 
bit,  would  aflFcft  an  ludinji  before,  all 
otiier  colours,  /     ' 
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Rcftmblanctt  wrought  by  art;  pic* 
tart^t  byttott  ftitud,  piea(c« 

Colunnty  proportioned  to  theirincum- 
litfir  fTBighf;  but  herein  we  luppofe  ho- 
mogenrout  matrriiU;  it  is  otherwife,  in 
eafc  we  know  that  a  column  it  made  of 
iron- 

Habiti  hereiHy  ftema  to  have  an  in* 
iucBM  to  which  we  can  afEx  no  boundi. 
Suppose  the  generality  of  mankind  form- 
ed with  a  mouth  from  ear  to  ear,  and 
that  it  nHere  requilite  in  point  of  refpira- 
tion,  wotfld  not  the  prefent  make  of 
mouths  have  fubje6led  a  man  to  the 
pa  ne  of  Boxha  chtca? 

Jt  is  probable,  that  a  clown  would  re- 

Suire  nnore  colour  in  his  Chloe*s  face, 
lan  a  courtier. 

We  may  (tt  daily  the  ftrange  effects  cf 
habit,  in  refpeA  of  foOiion.  To  what 
colours,  or  proportions,  does  it  not  le- 
concile  us  I 

Conceit  isfalfe  taftej  and  very  widely 
different  from  no  taile  at  all. 

Beauty  of  perfon  (hould,  perhaps,  be 
eftimated  according  to  the  .pcoportion  it 
btsirt  to  fuch  a  make  and  features  as  are 
aioA  likely  to  produce  the  love  of  the  op- 
posite fi*x.  The  look  of  dignity,  the  look 
of  wifdom,  the  look  of  delicacy  and  re- 
finement, (eein  in  (bine  meafure  foreign, 
perhapo,  the  appearance  of  fcofibihty 
may  be  one  ingredient  ^  and  that  of 
health,  another.  At  leaft«a  cadaverous 
countenance  is  the  moft  difgufting  in  thf 
world. 

I  know  not,  if  one  reafon  of  the  dif* 
fcrcnt  oginiona  concerning  beauty  be 
not  owing  to  (elf-love.  I^ople  are  apt 
to  form  fome  criterion  from  their  own 
perAwis,  or  pofieAoAs.  A  tall  perfon 
approves  the  look  of  a  folio  or  oiElavo: 
a  ((luare  thick-fet  man  is  more  delighted 
with  a  quarto.  This  inftanoe,  at  leaft, 
inav  Sfrn  to  explain  what  I  intend. 

I  believe,  it  lemetimes  happens  that  a 
perfon  may  have  what  the  artifts  call  an 
tar  and  an  eyei  without  tatto  for  in- 
llance,  a  man  may  fometimes  have  a 
^uieknefa  in  diftinguiihing  the  fimili- 
tude  or  difoenoe  ot  lines  and  founds, 
without  any  (kill  to  give  the  proper 
preference  Iwtwij^t  the  combinatioBs  of 
them. 

TaHe  produces  difl^rent  effeAs  upon 

^iilhrent  completions.     It  confifts,  as  I 

hM¥t  ofua  obicryed,  in  the  appetite  and 

the  iHtepnmfnti  tlicii  papft  ptoyarX^  Co 


called,  when  they  are  united  in  equal 
proportions. 

Where  the  difcemment  ia  predaoH- 
nant,  a  perfon  is  pleafed  with  fewer  ob- 
jc£ls,  and  requires  perfeAion  in  what  he 
lees.  Where  the  appetite  prevails,  be 
is  fo  much  attached  to  beauty,  that  he 
feels  a  gratificaticn  in  every  de^r^  in 
which  it  is  manifeiled.  I  frankly  cwa 
m>'lelf  to  be  of  this  latter  clafst  I  love 
painting  and  ftatuary  fo  well,  as  to  be 
not  undelightcd  with  moderate  perfotm- 
ances. 

The  reafon  people  vary  in  their  opi- 
nions of  a  portrait,  I  mean  with  legard 
to  the  refembiance  it  bears  to  the  origi- 
nal, feems  no  other  than  ihat  they  by 
ftrefs  on  different  features  in  the  o.-igi- 
nal  i  anil  this  diff*;rent  ftrel's  is  owing  la 
different  complexions  of  minJ. 

People  of  little  or  no  talle  commend 
a  perfon  for  it's  corpulency.  I  cannot 
fee  why  an  excrefcence  of  belly,  chcrit, 
or  chin,  (hould  be  deemed  more  beauti- 
ful than  a  wen  on  any  other  part  of  the 
body.  Through  a  connexion  ol  idcat, 
it  may  form  the  beauty  of  a  pig  or 
an  ox. 

There  feems  a  pretty  exa6>  analogy 
betwen  the  objefls  and  the  (enfes.  Som 
tunes,  fome  uftes,  (bme  vitible  ohjefii» 
pinfe  at  firll,  and  that  only  j  others  only 
oy  degrees,  and  then  long— (Rifphary- 
jelly— Green-te»— Alley  Cr.  aker-^ 
in  Ariadne— a  Baron's  Robe— and  aBi- 
Aop^s  Lawn.)  Perhaps,  Ibme  of  thcfc 
ini^ances  may  be  ill  enough  chofens  btf 
the  thing  is  true. 

Tnneswith  word?,  pleafe  me  the  monr 
in  proportion  as  they  approach  nearertt 
the  natural  accent  of  the  words  to  which 
they  are  affiened.  Scotch  tunes  often  cad 
high  i  rheir  language  does  the  fame. 

?I  o  how  very  great  a  degree  the  ap- 
pearance of  health  alone  is  l^auty,  Ian 
not  able  to  determine.  I  prefume,  the 
moft  regular  and  well-proportioned  fot« 
of  limbs  and  features,  is  at  the  fann 
time  the  moft  healthful  one;  the  fittci 
to  perform  the  functions  and  operatieai 
of  the  boily.  If  fo,  a  perfeAly  hcakh- 
ful  form  is  a  perfectly  beautiful  fbnn-' 
Health  is  beautv,  ami  the  mott  pcrfe& 
health  is  the  moft  perfe6l  beauty.  To  have 
recourfe  to  experience:  the  moft  ficklyind 
cadaverous  countenance  is  the  leaft  pro* 
vocative  to  love;  or  rather  the  moft  iti- 
coii&^ctA.  waU  it.    A  flui  id  look ,  to  ap- 
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il,  mui  be  file  bloom  of 
oc  |hc  glow  oTsi  fever, 
t  conne£^ion  aiay  bt  traced 
1  and  phylicol  beauty  |  tbf 
«try  ami  the  love  of  virtticj 
kandperfcahonefty.  Wc 
\f  rife  from  tbe  love  of  iui<» 
of  moral  beauty  t  fuch  it 
1  of  Plato,  and  of  my  Lovd 

tbcre  is  a  want  of  tafle,  wt 
crve  a  love  of  moneys  and 
1  whenever  talle  prevails,  a 
c'lo^,  Ua  Mk  attcr  dificgard 

I  juft  relifii  of  beauty)  (cemt 

us  from  the  bru^e  creation, 
iteilec),  or  reafun.  We  do 
brutes  have  any  fenfation  of 
.  bull  is  goaded  by  ihe  love 
icral,  without  the  leaft  ap- 
iny  dii(in6^iorv  in  favour  of 
rautiful  indtvidaal.  Ac> 
icn  devoid  of  fade  arc  in  a 
e  indifferent  as  to  make^ 
feature  I  and  find  a  differ- 
ifflcient  to  excite  thetr  paf* 
's  fervour.  It  is  not  thus 
s  a  tafte  for  beauty,  either 
Toneous.  The  peribn  of  a 
aoires  real  beauty  in  the  ob«> 
ffion^  and  the  peribn  of  bad 
I  Sbmitih\n^  which  be -Tub* 
*  place  of  beauty. 
'  taffe,  it  has  been  aflerted, 
left  qualified  to  diftinguidii 

prone  to  admire  moral  vir- 
s  it  invalidate  this  maximt 
lAice  does  not  correfpond. 
f  afting  virtuoudv  depends 
eafure  upon  wiibttandiag  a 

perhapi  fenfual,  mtifica- 
iake  of  a  more  dittanr  and 
itisfa^^ion.  Mow,  as  pcr- 
affe  are  men  of  the  ftroneeft 
ites,  it  happens  that  in  ba- 
nt and  ftttuie,  they  arc  apt 
low  an  unreafonable  advan* 
»rmer.  Oa  the  other  hand, 
rmatic  cbaraAcr  may,  with 
if- denial,  allow  the  future 

But  let  us  wave  the  merely 


icnfial  tndulfCBceC)  and  let  us  eonfidar 
the  man  of  tafte  in  regard  to  potntt  of 
meum  and  tuumi  in  regard  to  the  virtuea 
of  forgivenefs  |  in  r^ard  to  charitv* 
compamon,  muniBceiice,  and  magnani- 
mity t  and  mt  canmie  fail  to  vote  his  tafta 
the  Vloriout  triumph  which  it  deferves. 

There  is  a  kind  of  counter-taftew 
founded  on  (brpriseand  curioiity,  which 
maintains  a  Sirt  of  rivalfliip  with  tlia 
trues  and  may  be  czprefled  by  tbe  name 
Coocetto.  Such  is  the  fondneis  of  fome 
peribna  for  a  knife- haft  made  from  the 
royal  oak»  or  a  tobacco-ftopper  from  a 
mulberry-tree  of  Shakefpeare^s  own 
planting*  It  gratifies  an  empCv  curio- 
lay.  fiich  is  the  cafual  rciembtance  of 
ApoUo  and  the  nine  Muies  in  a  |Meceof 
agates  a  do|^  cxprefled  in  feathers,  or  i 
wood-cock  in  mohair.  They  (crve  la 
give  furprise.  But  a  jpft  fancy  will  1^ 
more  e(£eem  a  picture  becaufe  it  provea 
lb  be  produced  by  diells,  than  a  writer 
would  prefer  a  pen  becaufe  a  peribn  made 
it  with  his  toes.  In  all  fuch  ca(es,  dif- 
ficulty fliould  not  be  allowed  to  give  a 
cafting  weight}  nor  a  needle  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  painter's  inftrument,  when  be 
is  fo  much  better  fumifiied  with  a  pen- 
cil*. "^ 

Perhaps  no  print,  or  even  paiating,  la 
caoable  of  producing  a  figure  anfwer- 
able  to  the  idea  which  poetry  or  hiffory 
has  givea  us  of  great  mens  a  Cicetxi,  for 
inftance,  an  Homer,  a  Cato,  or  an  Alex- 
ander. The  fiune,  perhaps,  is  true  of  the 
grandeur  of  fome  antient  buildings-- 
And  the  reafim  is,  that  th€  t^^GU  of  a 
pencil  are  diftinft  and  limited,  wbeieaa 
the  defcripdons  of  the  pen  leave  the  ima- 
gination room  to  exnatiatei  and  Burke 
has  made  it  extremely  obvious,  that  in- 
dtftin6lnefs  of  out-line  is  one  Ipiuce  of 
thefuhlime. 

What  an  abfurditv  is  it,  in  the  fram; 
ing  even  prints*  to  luffkr  a  margin  of 
wh  ite  paper  to  appear  beyond  the  ground  § 
deftroying  half  the  relievo  the  lights  am 
intended  to  produce  I  Frames  ought  fq 
contraft  with  paintings  $  or  to  appear  aa 
diftinA  as  poOible:  for  which  reafon^ 
frames  of  ii^od  inlaid,  or  otherwiie  v^^ 

I  Keul,  born  a(  Genda  >n  1548;  landed  in  Eofland  1573s  fettled  at  Am* 
(  look  it  into  his  head  to  grow  famoiu  by  paiataag  with  his  fiogsrs  iafiead  of 
!  whim  took— Hit  fueseft  increalcd— ilit  fiaaers  appearbg  too  esfy  lools»  he 
k  IS  paint  with  his  kn*    See  H,  Walfqla*s  Book  of  Paiatais* 
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tre^fH  with  colours,  ire  lefs  Aiitablc 
than  giJt  one?,  which,  exhihitinf^  an  ap- 
tieirance  of  mcial,  afford  the  beft  con- 
iraU  Willi  Colour. 

The  (Kculi-ar  expreflion  in  fome  por- 
tnii9  i^  owin^  to  the  f^reater  or  Ida  ma- 
ititrftation  uf  the  foul  in  Ibme  of  the  fea- 
tures. 

Thtre  tit,  porhapK,  a  fublinne,  and  a 
beavititul.  in  the  veiy  make  of  a.face,  ex- 
clufivr  of  ?.nv  particuiai*  exfircirnin  of 
the  foul;  or,  at  Ituli,  not  exprelllve  of 
«ny  Of  her  than  a  tame  difpaHfioiiate  one* 
\Vc  fee  often  wliar  tlie  world  c;ills  re- 
f;uinr  features,  an  J  a  good  complexion, 
almoft  totii!!y  unaniinatcd  byaoyditco- 
«ery  of  the  temper  or  underlUnding* 
Whenever  the  reafularity  of  tcature, 
beauty  of  complexion,  the  ftrong  ex- 
pefTion  of  iHKjAcity  ami  gencrolity,  con- 
cur MX  one  face,  the  features  are  inc 
Artihie. 

Kui  evtn  here  it  \%  to  be  obfcrved, 
that  a  fort  of  fympathy  has  a  prodigious 
l>i;»rs.  Thus  a  pcnfivc  beauty,  with  re- 
gular features  and  complexion,  will  have 
the  pieference  with  a  fptaator  of  the 
penfive  cjltj  and  fo  of  the  relK 

The  Ibul  appears  to  nie  to  dlfcover 
berfclf  molt  in  the  m.Mith  and  eycsj  with 
this  difference,  that  the  mouth  leems  the 
tnore  exprcflive  of  the  temper,  and  the 
eye  of  the  undeiftanding. 

It  a  portrait,  luppofmg  it  as  like  as 
can  l>c  to  the  perfon  for  whom  it  is 
drawn,  a  mne  or  lelVi  beautiful  objeft 
than  the  original  face?  I  fltould  think, 
n  |)erfta  face  muft  he  much  more  pleaft 
i.ier  than  any  reprefentation  of  itj  and 
«  fet  of  uoly  features,  much  more  ugly 
than  the  'molk  txaft  rcrcmblancc  that 
onheihavvn  of  them.  Painting  can 
«lo  nuich  by  means  of  ihides;  but  not 
tqur.1  the  force  of  leil  rclitvo:  on 
which  accoijut,  it  may  be  the  ad^unta^c 
rt*  hJL»\  tehiuies  lo  have  their  effcft  di- 
minifhcdi  Imi,  furcly,  never  can  be  die 
intrrilt  cf  ^ooil  ones. 

Sottnef*  of  manner  leems  to  lie  in 
painting  wh-it  fnicKiihuefs  of  Ivjlablcs 
IS  in  l.inguagtr,  affcaing  the  Jenle  of 
1-.glii  or  ht^rinir,  previous  to  any  coriL- 
fpomlciit  pdrioii.  ,    ^     .   . 

The  •  ihroi  y  of  ap:reeable  frnJanons 
founds  ihem  upon  ihe  greatcft  activity 
=or  exeicilc  an  objtcl  occafions  to  the 
IknfcS;  vkllhout  ptocccdirg  to  fitijrue. 
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Violent  contnfti  are  open  the  foodagof 
roughneft  or  inequality.  HarmoDy  or 
fimilitudey  on  the  other  hand,  are  fame- 
what  congenial  to  fmoothnefs.  In  otlicf 
words,  thefe  two  recommend  ihcm- 
felves)  the  one  to  our  loreof  aAion,  the 
other  to  our  love  of  reft.  A  medium, 
therefore,  may  be  nioft  agreeable  to  the 
generality. 

An  harmony  in  colours  fecms  as  le- 
qnifite,  as  a  variety  of  lines  Items  ac- 
ceffary  to  the  pleafure  we  expeA  from 
outward  forms.  The  lines,  indeed, 
(hould  be  well  varied ;  but  yrt  theoppo* 
fite  fides  of  any  thing  (hould  (hew  a  ba- 
lance, or  an  appearance  of  equal  quan- 
tity, if  we  would  ftrive  to  plcalir  a  wdi- 
cnnlKruted  tafte. 

It  is  evident  enough  to  me,  that  per- 
fon s  often  occur,  who  may  be  laid  te 
have  an  ear  to  mufie,  and  an  eye  for 
proportions  invifibleobje6ls,wh»neftf« 
the  lefs  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  a  rt- 
lilh  or  tafte  for  either.  I  me^n,  that  i 
))erfon  may  diftinguifh  notes  and  touts 
to  a  nicety,  and  yet  not  give  a  difccni- 
ing  choice  to  what  is  piefrrable  in  nw 
lie.     The  lame,  in  onjefts  of  fight. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  cannoi  hive 
a  proper  feeling  of  beauty  or  harmony, 
without  a  power  of  difcriniinating  thoife 
notes  and  proportions  on  which  hsi* 
monv  and  beauty  fo  fully  drpend. 

What  is  laid,  in  a  tieanre  lately  pub* 
lifhed,  for  beauty *s  being  more  com- 
mon than  deformity,  (and  fceminglf 
with  excellent  reafon)inay  be  alfo  fiiid  for 
virtue's  being  more  common  than  virc. 

Quere,  Whether  beauty  does  not  ai 
much  require  an  oppo(ition  of  lines,  M 
it  does  an  haimony  of  colouis^ 

The  paffion  for  antiquity,  as  fucb, 
ferms  in  fome  mcHiure  op^HYlite  to  the 
tirte  for  beauty  or  perfection.  It  is 
rather  the  fbible  of  a  lazy  and  pufillsni- 
mous  difpofiiion,  l  ok  lug  back  and  ni- 
ing  with  pleafure  on  the  Itrps  by  which 
we  have  arrived  thus  farj  than  the  buld 
and  enterpriGng  fpii  it  of  a  genius,  wbute 
ambition  tires  him  only  to  reach  the 
goal.  Such  as  is  delcril>ed  (on  tnoihcr 
cccnfion)  in  the  zealous  and  aAivc  cha- 
rioteer of  Ho»ace; 

—  Hync  atque  kunc  Jypirare  hhjt%t, 

FrgettruUfH  ttnattu  ixiittnot  ixur  tuntm* 
AgllB* 
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w  rtpatsMx^jl  q^UrtfUar€t  ^grmim^' 
ift  applicable,  of  an/  cbin^er,' 
ic  antjquiirmnj  who^  inlttaa  of 
J  ling  to  Jnipto\rc  CT~  to  ^ekcejy 

hiinfclf,  ptdispsj  with  dirco- 
be  very  Haincof  a  firlt  inventdr;' 
rrictng  back  an  art  that  is  flou- 

to  t*ie  very  firtt  fource  of  it's 
deformity. 

e  heard  it  claimed  by  adepts  in 
hat  the  plcafure  it  imparts  to  a 
!ar,  which  rjwo  little  or  nothing 
ation,  is  by  no  nie*n»  to  be 
d  to  what  th«y  ftcl  themfelves 

moft  pcrtc£^  compolition.  The 
the  queltion  may  be  bell  ex* 
:>y  a  recourfe  to  obje^ks  that  arc 
IS.  Is  a  couniLy-}<:llow  \ti% 
^ith  beauty  that*  a  philalbphtr 
natDfniH,  who  knows  how  that 
IS  prodiiceil?  Surely  no.  On 
'  hand,  an  attention  to  the  caufe 
lewhat  iniert'ere  with  the  attcn- 
thc  etfc^l^Thcy  may,  indeed, 
laUm  pf  another  (brt— The  fa- 
reali^n  may  obtain  fbmc  kmd  of 

for  what  ti  more  fenfibic  fa- 
the  imHginMton  Jolca 
much  Jic'  lied  to  J'uppofe  our 
beauty  depend  greatly  upon  ha- 
lt I  mean  is,  upon  the  fami* 
ith  objc^s  which  we  happen  to 
\  fincc  wt  came  into  the  world. 
:  tor  uniformity,  from  what  we 
rrved  in  the  (nd^vidu:^  parts  of 
I  man,  a  tree,  a  beaft,  a  bird, 
►  &c.— oil  tadc  for  legularity 
at  is  within  uur  power  to  ob- 

the  feveral  perfections  of  the 
rtem. 

iJikjp,  for  mH^ncr,  is  ilways 
J  and  to  ufe  rtguUrity  m  paint' 
gardening,  woujdr  make  ouf 
latural  and  difigrecable.  Thus 
'  beauty  to  the  different,  and 
>pofite,  proportions  of  ail  ani- 

is,  I  think,  a  beauty  in  fome 
I)  dr  pendent  of -any  u     to  which 

he  apphed.        knnw  not  whe* 
ittiiynotbercrglved   ntafmuoih 
furiace;  with  varitfy  to  a  ctr- 
ee,  that  i   compTE^eniiblc  with* 
1  difficulty, 
the  dignity  of  colours,  Qnere, 

thofe  that  affeA  the  eye  moft 


w? 


forcibly,  for  inftance,  fcirlef,  may  tuit 
clain^  ^he  firft  place  $  allowing  their 
beauty  to  cloy  fooneH :  and  other  co- 
Jo«rs,  the  next,  according  lo  rheir  im- 
putie;  allowing  i\\^m  to  produce  a  more 
durable  plenfui^? 

It  may  he  tonvrmnjt  to  divide  beautjr 
Into  the  ahtolut*  and  the  relative.  Ab- 
foliite  i*  thiit  above  muritmiMd.  Rela- 
tive is  that  by  which  an  objeft  plenfes, ' 
throogh  the  relation  it  bears  to  fome 
other.  - 

Qur  tafte  of  beauty  is,  perhaps,  com- 
pounded of  all  the  ideas  that  have  enter- 
ed the  imagination  from  our  birth.  Thit 
iisems  to  occaTion  the  ditferent  opinions 
that  prevail  concei  n[«g  m.  For  inftance^ 
a  foreign  eye  eftcemi  thoie  features  and 
dreffes  handfomc,  which  we  think  de- 
formed. 

Is  it  not  then  likely  that  thofe  wb<s 
have  feen  moft  objcflu,  throughout  th« 
univerfc,  ceteris  paribut^  wiU  be  the 
molt  impartial  judges ^  Ucaufc  they  will 
judge  trueft  oi  the  general  proportion 
which  was  intended  by  tiit  Creator;  and 
is  bcrt? 

The  beauty  of  moft  ohjcas  is  partly 
of  the  abfolute  and  partly  of  tlie  relative 
kind.  A  Corinthian  piJlar  has  lojna 
betfuiy  dependent  on  'i*s  vaiwty  nd 
fmoothnefs  j  which  I  would  cal  ahib- 
lute;  it  has  alio  a  relative  beauty,  de- 
pendent on  it's  tapeinefs  and  foliage; 
which,  ai^t hora  Jay,  was  fi rW  copied  from 
the  leaves  of  plants,  and  the  fliaoe  of  a 
tree. 

Uniformi(y  (hould,  perhaps,  be  added 
as  another  Jouice  of  abfolute  b^autv, 
(when  it  appeais  in  one  fingle  ohje^r.) 
I  do  not  know  any  other  reafon,  but 
that  it  renders  the  whole  more  cafily 
comprehended.  It  feems  that  Nstufc 
hcrfrif  conliders  it  as  beauty,  as  the  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  human  {vT^vna  are 
made  uniform  to  pleaie  the  !ighi{  which 
is  rarely  the  cafe  of  the  Jntcrnal,  that 
are  not  feen. 

Hutchinfon  determines  nhfolnte  beau- 
ty to  depend  on  this,  and  en  variety; 
and  fays  it  is  in  a  compound  ratio  of 
both.  Thus  an  o^a^on  excel  aiqii.ire; 
and  a  fquare,  a  rigt„e  of  tircf^it  1  fidr  j 
but  carry  variety  tn  an  ntucr^e,  and  ic 
lofes  it's  efte6h  Foi  ir.lKince,  mtiltiply 
the  number  of  anjrlts  tiU  rhe  n.ind  !o(e* 
the  uniformity  of  parts,  and  the  %ire 

U 
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it  left  pletfingi  orr  it  it  appraadwt 
actitr  to  a  iound»  ic  nuijr  be  uid  id  be 
robbed  of  if  t  vinec]r% 

But,  amklft  ail  thefe  cuk)gHMnt  ^f 
▼anety»  it  it  proper  lo  •bferve,  that  no- 
velty fometimes  lequiret  a  litde  abaia- 
rneot.  I  mean»  that  feme  degree  of 
fiuniliarity  introduces  a  diicovcry  of  re* 
lative  beauty,  more  than  adequate  to 
the  bloom  m  novelty.  This  ie«  now 
and  then*  obvious  in  the  jcatmit  of  a 
face»  the  air  of  fome  tunes,  and  the  fla- 
vour cS  fonoe  di(hes.    In  (hmt,  ic  re- 


foirat  ibinc  faimliaritv  to  bccon^  tc- 
qoainiid  witfa  the  relsrioa  tto  asm 
bear  vfito  ike  «boie»  or  one  obfia  lo 


Variety,  in  the  fiune  oUeftf  what 
the  btauty  ^bes  not  depend  on  iniii- 
tieiuC  which  it  cbecalc  in  foliage^  buioiy 
lial&*relievos9  painting)  cci|uires  ooi- 
fmnity.  For  inftanoe,  an  ofiagoa  it 
ribuch  more  beautiful  than  a  figure  of 
unequal  fides|  whicli  at  at  once  variottt 
andr^ 
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PREFACE. 


THE  Aothorof  the  following  Papers  chufei  to  call  themSKETCHii; 
85  the  leaft  imperfect  amongft  them  is  to  a  labonred  treatife^ 
what  the  painter's. outlines,  or  his  £rft  rude  draughts,  are  to  a  finiihed 
pi^are.  This  declaration,  he  hopes,  will  be  accepted  by  the  proper 
judges  of  writing,  as  a  fufficient  apology  for  any  thing,  either  ia 
thought  or  expreflion,  that  may  be  found  carelefs  or  incorreA  in  his 
Essays.  He  owns  he  could  have  given  thefe  little  loofe  fragments 
much  bolder  ftrokes,  as  well  as  more  delicate  touches:  but  as  an  author's 
renown  depends  at  prefent  upon  the  mobility,  he  dreads  the  danger  of 
writing  too  well;  and  feels  the  value  of  his  own  labour  too  feniibly,  to 
beftow  it  where,  in  all  probability,  it  might  only  ferve  to  depreciate 
hk  performance. 


SKETCHESi 


ketches; 


O  R« 


ESSAYS 


ON 


/-ARIOUS       SUBJECTS. 

VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 


SKETCH  I. 


OF   LANGUAQI. 


0  S  T  every  one  that  can  read, 
xnds  to  judge  of  the  author*s 
t  is  callMl:  but  how  few  are 
9  really  know  good  language 

!  Even   the  belt  judges    are 

1  divided  in  their  opinions;  for 
rould  Teem,  of  a  comnoon  ftan- 
which  the  merits  of  different 
I,  as  well  as  of  different  writers 
me  language,  might  be  com- 
[f  I  was  to  reduce  my  own 
lea  of  the  bed  language  to  % 


definition,  I  fhonld  call  it  the  Ihortefl'^ 
cleareft,  and  eaiieft  way  of  exprefBng 
one*s  thoughts,  by  the  mofl  harmoniotS 
arranffement  of  the  beft  chofen  words. 
both  tor  meaning  and  found.  Thebdl 
language  is  ftrong  and  expreffive,  with* 
out  ftiffhefs  or  aflfe6lations  fhort  and 
concife.  without  being  either  obfcure 
or  ambigruous  J  and  eaf'y  and  flowing  and 
di(engaged,  without  one  undetermined 
or  fupetfluotts  word* 


SKETCH    n. 

OP   CBNIUS. 


R  £  is  a  ftandard  of  right  and 
ong  in  the  nature  of  things,  of 
id  deformitv,  both  in  tSt  na- 
1  moral  world.  And  as  diflRs- 
ds  happen  to  be  more  or  lefs 
,  the  more  or  lefs  fenfibly  do 
erV#  the  various  degrees  of  good 
and  an  the  more  or  \eC%  fuf* 
'  being  cAanned  wiih  what  it 


riffht  or  beautifnl,  and  difgufled  with 
what  is  wrong  or  deformed.  It  is  chiefly 
'this  fenGbility  that  conflitutes  Genius } 
to  which  a  found  bead  and  a  good  heart 
are  as  eflential  as  a  liirely  imagination* 
And  a  man  of  tme  Geniua  mvift.  \^<Qt^* 
(arily  hvf e  a%  c^^<a\^\«  il  \«e\\ti^  ^V  ^^et» 
mora\  bea»l\ei««  %.%  «A  ^si^««VBt  \*  ^|»»^ 
or  be«al^{\a  Uk  jbifc  ^iraicVA  <A  ii»»m<\  «J 
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mafttrly  in  the  arts  which  imitate  nature, 
in  poetry,  paintinj,  ftatuary,  and  mufic. 
On  the  other  (ide,  wheie  the  heart  is 
iiery  bad,  the.  genius  and  tafie,  if  there 
happen  to  be  any  pretenfions  to  them, 
will  be  found  (hocking  and  unnaturaK 
Nero  would  be  nothing  lefs  than  a  poet; 
but  his  verfes  were  what  one  may  call 
mofk  nnOaimu/!f  h^d.  Hit  tide  of  mag'- 
nificence  and  luxuiy  was  horribly  glar. 
ing,  extravagant,  and  unnatural,  to  the 
latt  degree. 

Caligula*s  tafte  was  fn  outra^eoufly 
wrong,  that  he  dcteiled  the  works  of 
the  fweetMantuan  poet  more  paifionately 
thao  erer  Moecenas  admiiicd  them^  and 
if  Vifg'l  ^^^  unfortunaiely  livetl  down 
o  thofe  times  in  which  that  monfter  ap- 


peared, he  would  probably  have  been 
tortured  to  death  for  no  other  crime  hot 
that  he  wrote  naturally,  and  like  u 
honeft  man. 

True  Gennis  may  be  fatd  to  confift  of 
a  perfe6l  polifli  of  foul,  which  rrrrirei 
and  refle£ls  the  imagcsthat  failopoDir, 
without  warping  or  diftonion.  Aad 
this  fine  polifh  of  foul  is,  J  bdiere, 
conftantly  attended  with  what  phik)fo- 
phcM  call  the  moral  truth. 

There  are  minds  which  receive  ob- 
jects truly,  and  feel  the  imprelfioos  rhtj 
ought  natutally  to  make,  in  a  very  lively 
manner,  but  want  the  facul^  of  refled- 
ing  them  i  at  there  are  people  who,  I 
fuppol'e,  feel  all  the  charms  of  poeny 
without  being  poets  themTdves. 


SKETCH    III. 


OF    TASTE, 


OU  R  notion  of  Tafte  may  be  eafily 
underilood  by  what  has  been  (aid 
upon  the  iuhje8  of  genius  $  for  mere 
good  Tafte  is  nothing  eife  but  geniua 
without  the  power  of  execution. 

It  mult  be  born;  and  is  to  be  im- 
proved chiefly  by  being  accuftomed, 
and  the  earlier  the  better,  to  the  moft 
cxqaiiite  ohje6^s  of  Tafte  m  it's  various 
kinds.  For  the  Tafte  in  writing  and 
painting,  and  in  every  thing  el(e,  is  in- 
ienfibly  fomoed  upon  what  we  are  ac* 
cuftomed  to }  as  well  as  TaOe  in  eating 
and  drinking.  One  who  from  his  vouth 
kit  been  ufed  to  drink  nothing  but  neavy 
liifmal  Pon,will  not  immediatelyacquire 
preii(h  for  Claret  or  Burgundy. 

In  the  moft  ftupid  ages  there  is  more 
pood  Tafte  than  one  would  at  firft  (ight 
imagine.  Even  the  prefent,  abufc  it  with 
what  contemptuous  epithets  you  pleafe* 
f  annot  be  totally  void  of  it.  As  long 
as  there  are  noble,  humane,  and  generous 
difpofitions,  amongft  mankind,  there 
gnuft  be  good  Tafte.  For  in  general,  I 
do  not  fay  always,  the  Tafte  will  be  in 
proportion  to  thofe  moral  qualities  and 
that  fenflbility  of  mind  from  which  they 
lake  their  rife.  And  while  many, 
amongft  the  great  and  the  learned,  are 
allowe«i  to  haveTafte  for  no  better  reafc<n 
than  that  it  is  their  own  opinion,  it  is 
often  pc0 ffcffed  by  thofe  who  are  not 
ecnteiifa^  of  it.  and  dream  aa  \\tv\e  of 
pitrt:n<ltng  to  it  as  to  a  ftar  and  gt\na . 
An  bon^li  isLfrtici,  or  fticpUeia,  wt\o  v% 


acquainted  with  no  language  but  iHiat 
is  fpoken  in  his  -wn  county,  may  have 
a  much  truer  reli(h  of  the  E^li/k 
wriicrs  than  the  moft  dogmatical  pedant 
that  ever  ereAed  himfelf  into  a  commeo- 
tator;  and  from  his  C^tluc  chair,  with 
an  ill-bred  arrogance,  dictated  falfe  cri- 
tacifm  to  the  gaping  mtiltitude. 

But  even  thofe  who  are  endued  with 
good  naturalTafte, often  judge  imp^iatly 
and  by  rote,  without  ever  confuhii^; 
their  ownTafte.  Inftances  of  this  paAve 
indolence,  or  raiher  this  onconlciouf- 
nefs  of  one*s  own  faculties,  appear  enrjr 
dav;  not  only  in  ttie  fine  arts,  but  ifl 
eales  where  the  mere  Tiss^r,  accord:  ne  to 
the  original  meaning  of  the  vPCMrd,  ii 
alone  concerned.  For  I  am  pofitive  there 
are  many  thoufands  who,  if  they  were 
to  bring  their  own  palate.-  *.<>  u  '^vrfcx- 
aminatton,  would  difcc^.r  at  r'ley 
really  find  a  mor<*  delicious  flav-urin 
mutton  chin  in  veniibn,  m  flounder 
than  in  tt:rhot,  ar.d  yet  prefer  middling 
or  bad  vemfon  :o  the  be  it  muttony  that 
is,  whit  is  icarceft  and  dcareit,  and 
confequenilv  v  hat  li,  from  the  folly  of 
minkmu,  the  molt  in  vogue*  to  what 
is  leally  the  moft  agreeable  to  their  own 
private  taf+e. 

In  matters  of  Tafte,  the  public,  for 
the  moft  parr,  fuffers  itfclf  to  be  led 
by  a  few  who  p  rhaps  are  really  rp 
\\v\.t^-.  Vjvkt  Wv\v>^  \xvv\ier  the  favour  of 

lon\l  aOLVtVVW\^  viV  WM^t^  XkV^ft^^SlV^^* 
\UUe«    ICWi^^Ot    V^Qk^C\^  VKMX^SI^'^aBDS^- 
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owed  even  by  thofe  who  have 
he(e  waihv  di£V;iTors  ha-^e  learnt 
I  to  admire  fii'.h  authors  as  have 
been  pufTeffel  of  an  und-fputed 
J  but  they  woula  never  have 
!  fiift  to  have  difcovcred  ftroke> 
;cnius  in  a  coteinpo*  .ly  wi  te-, 
they  had  lived  at  !.:•.  'cwurt  of 
IS  ore'  Qj^e.n  E!.za:.eth. 
idiftinjnil  .'(-f  cr  isourTafte,  that 
ft  rorj'  .1  OMice  this  fruitful  age 
it  of,  could  by  fome  artful  im- 
preiH^iT-'fR  the  public,  that  the 
Ipid  of  all  his  own  brcaJ-fauce 
Lions,iobepubrt(hed  next  winter. 


was  a  piece  of  Milton*$,  or  any  othtr 
ceiel)i.4ied  aiithor|  recovered,  from  diift 
an^;  bfcnrity,  it  w^ouM  br  received  with 
tiniv.-rlal  applaufe;  and  perhaps  be  tnnf* 
litM  into  French  before  the  town  had 
i.ated  fix  wtejw»  itp  n  it.  One  might 
venture  to  fay  too,  that  if  a  work  of  true 
fpirit  and  genius  was  to  be  introduced 
into  the  world,  under  the  nam^  of  fome 
writer  of  low  reputation,  it  would  be 
reie^ed  even  by  the  greateft  part  of  thofe 
who  pretend  to  lead  the  talle.  And  no 
wonder,  while  an  em?nent  vintner  hat 
miftaken  his  own  old  heck  at  nine  (hil- 
lings the  bottle  for  that  ac  £ve. 


SKETCH    IV, 


OF   TURGID    WRITING. 


I  BE  and  blufter  is  what  pafles 
or  I'liblime  with  the  great  niajo- 
eadersj  and  there  are  people  who 
dtliing  can  be  iirong  or  folid  but 
ciuniuy.  Yet  the  g(?nieel  dig- 
Whitehall,  and  the  elegant 
1  fnnplicity  of  St.  PauPs  in  Co- 
irden,  may  ttjnd  as  long  as  that 
roud  wiitol  theTrealury,orevtrn 
It  folidtty  of  the  Horll'  Guards, 
tural,  forced,  exaggerated  f At  I - 
lether  in  fciuiments  or  lanp.uag..-, 
g  to  falfe  taftc  and  want  of  true 
The  Hercules  of  Goltzlus  is 
•y  fublime  in  perfon.  It  is  in- 
to exprefs  the  moft  exccffivcao- 
i  of  figure:  but  the  painter,  in 
>uring  to  reprefent  the  hurnsn 
it's  utmort  degree  of  ftrength, 
ravated  the  demi-god  into  a  mere 
d  monfter)  as  ridiculous  a  giant 
rof  the  brothers  at  Guildhall. 


To  take  it  in  another  view,  that 
clumfey  robuftnefs  of  manner,  whick, 
by  the  way,  does  not  partake  of  true 
vigour,  for  that  always  per i'orms  it'a 
bufinefs  without  ftraining,  is  the  fame 
thing  to  rtie  fpirited  cale  which"  is  ne- 
ccffary  :o  good  writing,  that  the  auk- 
ward  efforts  of  a  huge,  heav'y^  ill- 
fliaped  dray-horfc,  and  a  lame  onetoo, 
are  to  the  cafy  aflions  of  the  moft 
Tipple  Arabian  that  ever  was  drefledby 
St.  Amour. 

Thai  writing  cm  never  be  very  good 
which  is  not  ealy  i  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  ail  cafy  writing  is  good.  Writing 
nvAV  be  very  ealy,  and  yet,  Heaven 
knows,  very  ini'.yiid.  And  when  yoii 
begin  tofulpeftrhat  your  writing  iseafy 
in.^.ecd,  but  wants  fpirit,  the  wifeft  thing 
you  can  do  is  to  -let  your  pen  di^p  ind 
go  to  bed. 


SKETCH    V. 

OP  AFFECTATION  OF  WIT,    AND  FLORID  WRlTtKO* 


t  not  always  fo  eafy  to  get  rid 
in  impertinent  compan  on,  as  of 
bock)  otherwife,  lo  be  for  ever 
at  Wit>  would,beas  teaying  and 
ible  in  writing  i$  in  con\  ei  fat  on. 
tich  even  of  genuine  Wii  is  cloy- 
id  the  vanity  of  difplaying  it  in- 
y  will  fatigue  and  difguft  every 
whoie  tafte  is  true.  Olives, 
,  anchovies,  and  Dutch  berring«| 
'  well  in  their  pkcci  btttj  in  the 


name  of  all  the  hofpiiable  pcwerti  dotlpl 
oi'lige  us  to  dine  upon  them.  Let  ui 
firft  lay  a  founditidn  of  good  plain  beef 
or  muitony  if  yoti  pieKet  for  there  i^ 
no  living  npoh  pickles  or  fweetintatft 
alone^ 

.  Tiie  ground  work  of  eVery  perfonti- 
aAce*  even  of  thofe  which  admit  or  re* 
qiiire  the  gicatcft  pn>fu6on  of  oma« 
menttt  o\i; '  t  to  be  ^«\^  %tv<i  W^% 
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fwect  green,  which  never  dazzles  the 
irght,  is  the  predominant  colour;  while 
the  gaudy  flowers,  red,  white,  yellow, 
blue,  and  purple,  are  carelefsly  inter- 
ij^rfed.  This  is  infinitely  more  plcafing 
and  beautiful  t!:an  that  inApid,  childi(h, 
tincomforrahle  bauble  called  a  flower- 
knot;  and  the  wild  variery  of  tl^c  woods 
at  far  excels  the  r'cheft  plantation  of 
flo'.vetrng  flirubf.  I  would  not  be  above 
nking  a  hint  even  from  the  mechanic 
arts:  if  a  fuit  cf  cloaths  is  overcharged 
with  lace,  it  becomes  tawdry  and  un- 
genteel.  In  every  work,  the  true  tafte 
IS  to  difpofe  the  ornaments  with  eafc  and 
propriety,  and  not  to  be  afFe3edly  or 
too  oflentatioufly  prodigal  of  them.  By 
this  means  you  bellow  upon  your  per- 
formance an  elegant  rlchnefs,  and  fuch 
a  modeft  dignity  as  will  pleafe  every 
true  eye>  though  it  may  quite  efcape  the 
notice  of  the  vulgar,  and  falfe  critics  of 
all  ranksy  who  delight  in  nothinc;  but 
what  is  glaring,  tawdry,  and  oltenta- 
tious.— No,  I  beg  their  pardon:  for  they 
are  fometimes  in  raptures,  orfeem  to  be 
fo»  with  what  is  altogether  infipid. 

I*ct  the  ornaments  be  never  fo  well 
txKutfd,  if  they  are  not  ealily  and  natu- 
rtdly  introduced,  they  will  have  an  auk- 
ward  effefV.  The  moft  beautiful  woman 
may  difguft  you  by  oftentation,  and  a 
declared  intention  to  charm.  As  often 
as  it  is  poflible  to  contrive  it  fo,  the  or- 


naineiits  (hould  be,  or  at  leaft  appor 
to  be,  of  fome  u(e  towards  the  am 
deflgn  of  the  work  :  but  when  they  ire 
bluntly  produced,  and  with  too  but* 
faced  a  piirpofe  to  dazcle  or  entertaia, 
inflead  of  your  admiration^  theyiaife 
your  contempt.     A  mafque,  a  coram- 
tion,  or  a  proceflion  upon   our  ftage, 
i<,  for  the  mofl  part,  an  iniipid,  tawdry, 
til  I  fume  (hew.     But  if  it  was  really  an 
om  iment,  to  introduce  it  vrith  propriety 
and  grace,  it  ought  to  be  contrived  as' 
an  incident  to  help  on  the  buGne&jDf  ^ 
the  piece :  as  in  the  mafque  fn  RoRuo 
and  Juliet;  and  the  funeral  proceflioD* 
fuch   as    it  is,   in  Richard  the  Third; 
which,  notwithftanding  fome  want  of 
decorum^  as  the  critics  call  it,  and  of 
probability  in  the  fcene,  has  ft  ill  fome 
kind  of  pretence  ta  aflift  in  the  bufioeis 
of  the  fable. 

To  c  jnclnde  t  the  ornamental  paitt 
of  a  work  coft  the  lealt  trouble  to  a 
writer  who  has  any  luxuriance  of  ima- 
gination. To  fupport  the  plain  pirti 
with  an  eafy  dignity,  fo  as  they  (hall 
neither  become  flat  on  the  one  hand,  ncr 
difgurtingly  fliflFon  the  other,  is  a  much 
more  difficult  taflc.  And  yet,  if  you 
fuceced  never  fo  well  here,  you  will  re- 
ceive little  thanks  from  the  generality  of 
readers;  who  will  be  apt  to  imagine  they 
could  eafily  perform  the  £ime  kind  of 
work  themfelvos,  till  they  come  to  try  it. 


SKETCH  VI. 

OF   OBSCURE   WRITING. 


AS  the  firft  end  of  all  writing  and 
fpeaking  is  to  be  underttood,  it 
feems  to  follow,  that  Obfcurity  mull  be 
the  grcateft  fault  in  either.     One  would 
thiuk  it  necdlcfs  to  infill  upon  this;  yet 
there  are  readers  foabfurd  as  to  admire  an 
author  the  more  for  every  now  and  then 
plunging  into  the  unintelligible :  as  a 
da(h  of  myftf ry  procures  more  reverence 
from  weat  minds  to  any  fcheme  of  re- 
ligion, than  ii*8  moft  virtuous  or  moft 
rational  precepts.  Someclumfcy  fcholars 
too,  who  mutt  needs  be  makmg  auk- 
Ward  love  to  the  fcomful  Mufes,  and 
tumbling  them  with  their  coiife  paws; 
when  they  cohie  to  an  obfcure  pafTige 
in  ah  aatnor,  whom  they  arc  determined 
taadmm,  fell  ut'wc  muft  not  always 
^aptdtthe  fame  dealtjefs  in  writeti  of 
^  /Irft  chTt  U  in  the  more  Inferior 
>ifcf ;  Such  i$  their  cant  even  in  talking 


of  dramatic  writing,  in  which  Obfcurity 
is  moie  unpardonable  than  almoftinany 
other  kind  of  proilu6lion.  But  thedulleft 
and  moft  fhallow  of  thofe  critics  aaiid 
write  obfcurely  himfelf;  and  if  he  wiitcs 
much,  he  muft  have  ill  luck  nut  to  uo  it 
fometimes.  For  to  write  obfcurely  le- 
quires  no  other  talent  or  (kill  than  to  ex- 
prcfs  one's  meaning  imperfectly  $  or  if 
that  is  not  enoxigh,  to  write  without  any 
meaning  at  ail.  However,  amongfta 
different  kind  of  critics,  perfpicuity  hat 
always  been  reckoned  an  effential 
equality  to  good  writing;  and  if  fome- 
timd  a  great  author  is  found  deficient  in- 
this  article,  it  only  (hews  how  difficult 
it  is  toexprefs  fome  things  with  deamefk 
and  tafe.  For  one  may  very  fafelr  pre- 
fuine  \Vi^t  Tvo  f|Md  writer^  where  it  wat 
^fudcnt  to  fon^o'oX.tC^tt  «r^R^Rub\\&m« 
£eiC  obtcuT«\\  Uouw  ^\iq\c«. 
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SKETCH    Vn. 

OF  TUB   MODERN    AK.T   OF  SPELLING. 


AN  author  feems  reduceil  to  great 
extremitiesy  who  fliet  to  new  Spel- 
ling to  diftinguiih  binafelf. 

Thefe  innovations  are  pedantic  and 
eonceited  trifles;  and  the  beft,  or  rather 
the  only  good  reafon  for  ever  altering  a 
loKg  eftablifhed  Speiling,is,  that  the  writ- 
ing may  come  the  nearer  to  the  pronun- 
ciation. But  our  reformers  in  the  art  of 
Spelliog,  who  at  preient  chtefty  confine 
toemlelves  to  one  clafs  of  words,  to  fuh- 
ftantive  nouns  and  verbs  derived  froon 
the  Latin,  fuch  as  honour ffa'uourtlahkr, 
while  they  write  honor,  favor^  lahor^  in- 
creafe  the  diftance  between  the  writing 
and  pronunciation,  or  rather  they  pro* 
doce  one  where  there  was  none  be- 
fore; for  the  ff  in  all  thefe  words,  except 
in  a  few  where  it  is  generally  omitted  m 
the  common  fpelling,  as  horror,  terror^ 
it  at  leaft  as  much  \t\x  in  the  pronuncia- 
tionnis  the  retained  vowel  o.  Some  have, 
unhappily  enough,  fubje6led  to  the  fame 
innovation  other  words,  which  contain 
the  diphthong  #«,  though  rhcy  have  no 
ffelaiipn  at  all  to  the  Latin^  and  write^ 


ondeavor,  neighbor,  hehaanor.  Why 
don*t  they  profcribe  this  hated  W  in  ae/- 
ji&i'vu  too;  and  inftead  of  invidtom^ 
odiottJt  g/orhus,  write  invidios,  odm*  ght 
riojF  As  they  have  gonefo  far,  I  can 
Set  no  good  reafon  why  they  (hould  ftop 
(hort  here. 

Trifles  betray  the  chara£ler;  and  it  it 
fomewhat  ftrange,  if  it  has  efcaped  the 
nenetration  of  thofe  philofoph^s  who 
have  employed  part  oif  their  talents  in 
chara£lerinng  the  age,  that  there  faardlj 
needed  any  ^her  inftance  to  dtflsngoini 
the  prefent  as  an  unmanly  one  than  tha 
very  averfion  to  the  honeit  vowel  u ;  with^ 
out  whofe  aiTiftance  it  would  be  impofli- 
bje  to  pronounce  (bme  of  themoft  import* 
ant  and  moft  interefting  words,  to  any 
thing  of  a  man,  in  the  whole  Engliflh 
lapKuage.  And  it  is  not  unworthy  our 
observation  here,  that  a  late  noble  Aur 
thor,  whofe  parts  were  manly  enough  in 
the  earlier  days  of  his  life,  did  not  begin 
to  cafiigaig  his  Spelling  after  this  man- 
ner, till  he  was  coniiderably  advanced  in 
yeaii. 


SKETCH   VIIL 


OF   NEW  WORDS. 


IT  is  th£  eafieft  thing  imaginable  to 
coin  words.  The  moft  ignorant  of  the 
mobility  are  apt  to  do  it  every  day,  and 
are  laughed  at  for  it.  What  beft  can 
jufti^  the  introducing  a  new  Word  is 
neccinty,  whei-e  there  is  not  an  eilabliih- 
ed  one  to  exprefs  your  meaning.  But 
while  all  the  world  underilands  what  is 
meant  by  the  word //^^r^, which  founds 
very  ^11  ^oo,  what  occation  can  there 
be  for  faying  nfoiutfy^T 

Nothing  can  deform  a  langxiage  fo 
much  as  an  inundation  of  new  words 
and  phrafes.  It  it,  indeed^  the  readieft 
way  to  dtmolifti  it.  If  there  it  any  need 
to  iiluftrate  the  barbarous  effe^ls  which 
a  mixture  of  new  words  muft  produce, 
only  cbnfider  how  a  difcourfe,  patched 
|dl  over  with  fentences  in  different  lan-t 


guages,  would  found;  or  how  oddly  it 
would  ftrike  you  in  a  ferious  convcrfa* 
tion  to  hear,  from  the  fame  perfon,  a 
mixture  of  all  the  various  dijJeds  and 
tones  of  the  feveral  counties  and  (hires 
of  the  three  kingdoms:  though  it  is  ftilf 
the  fame  language.  To  make  it  (enfi- 
ble  to  the  eye;  how  greatly  would  a 
mixture  of  Roman,  Italick,  Greek,  and 
Saxon  characters,  deform  a  page?  Apic« 
ture,  imitating  the  ftyle  of  dinrerent  ma^ 
ftcrs,  which  is  commonly  called  a  Oal* 
lery  of  Painters,  can  never  be  ^leafing 
for  the  fame  reafons,  want  of  union  and 
harmony. 

The  prefent  licentious  humour  of 
coining  and  borrowing  y^ords,  feems  to 
portend  no  good  to  theEngllfti  languaget 
and  it  is  grievous  to  think  with  what  ow- 


^  See  lone  pofthomoui  works  of  a  rigi.t  hcnoorabit  Author,  publUhcd  aotaBaaf  ^wn. 
^t^Adffaioof  our  holy  fcli|ioa«  ^^ 
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btffytvro  or  poitararorenccuroac*  cmi- 
penr  perfonages  H^ive  cpiniatrtd  the  in- 
ghoation  of  Cuch  futile  t)arbarilms. 

In  (hort,  the  libcrtv  of  coining  words 
ought  to  be  \l(c^  with  great  inodedy. 
Horace,  they  fay,  gave  but  two,  and 
Virgil  only  one  to  the  Latin  tongue, 
which  was  fqueamilh  enough  not  to 


fwallow  thofe,  even  from  fuch  handsi 
without  fopne  relufVance. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  putting 
oqr  writers  and  fpeakers  in  mind  of  an 
excellent  advice  from  Mr.  Pope,  on  thii 
fubie^  of  new  and  old  words: 
Be  not  the  firft  by  whom  the  new  are  tiiel| 
Nor  yet  the  lift  to  lay  the  old  afidef. 


SKETCH    IX. 

OF   SUPERANNUATED   WORDS. 


INSTEAD  of  creating  a  parcel  of 
aukward  new  wor^s,  I  imagine  it 
would  be  an  improvement  to  degi-ade 
many  of  the  old  ones  from  their  peerage. 
I  am  but  a  private  man,  and  without 
•uthority;  but  an  abibhite  prince,  if  he 
was  of  mv  opinion,  would  make  ir  capi- 
tal' ever  to  fay  eneroMcb  or  encroachment^ 
or  any  thing  that  belongs  to  encroach- 
ing,  I  would  commit  inculcate,  for  all 
it's  Latinity,  to  the  care  of  the  paviours; 
mnd  it  fhould  never  appear  above  ground 
again.  If  you  have  the  lead  fympathv 
with  the  human  ear,  never  C^v  purport 
while  you  br^athej  nor  betioixt^  except 
you  have  firft  repeated  b^tive^n  rill  we 
are  quite  tired  of  it.  Methinks  lli^ongly 
rcfcmbles  the  broken  language  of  a  Ger- 
man in  his  firii  attempts  to  fpeak  Eng- 
lidi.  Metbgugbt  lies  under  the  fame  ob- 
jeflion,  but  it  founds  better. 

It  is  full  time  thatyr»««;^^  fhould  be 
turned  out  of  all  good  company,  efpe- 
ci ally  as  p^'uerfe  is  ready  at  hand,  to 
fupply  his  place.  Voucbfafe  is  a  very 
civil  gentleman;  but  as  his  courtefy  is 
fomcwhat  old-faihioned,  we  wi(h  he 
would  deign  or  condefcend,  or  be  pUafed 
lo  retire. 

From  what  rugged  road,  I  wonder, 
d'td/iverve  de-viate  into  the Englifh  lan- 
guage?—But  this  fubjeQ  matteft — In 
•the  name  of  every  thing  that  is  difgult- 
ing  and  deteltahle,  what  is  it?  Is  it  one 
eii  two  ugly  words?  What  is  the  mean- 


ing of  it?  Confound  me  if  ever  I  could 
guefs!  Yet  one  dares  hardly  ever  peep 
into  a  preface,  for  fear  of  being  fhredin 
the  face  with  this  ht^^  fuhjeS  matter, 

If^ittol'n  an  old  fafhioned,  ill-found- 
ing  word;  but  as  there  is  fr-equent  occa- 
fion  for  it,  and  no  other  word  fo  per- 
fectly expreiTes  it's  meaning,  we  cannot 
afford  to  part  with  it. 

But  to  pick  out  all  the  aukward  old 
words,  which  continue  to  be  as  current 
amongft  us  as  the  worn-out  fixpences,lt 
would  be  neceflfarv  to  perufe  the  dic» 
tioniry  from  A  to  Z.  A  moft  defpe* 
rate  uncomfoi table  i about!  As  heart- 
breaking a  taflc  as  it  would  be  t*^  wade 
throufcih  half  a  volume  of  the  StatnUi 
at  Large;  nay,  by  Heaven  I  I  would  al- 
moll  as  foon  take  it  ujwn  me  to  read  the 
molt  infipid  tragedy  that  has  been 
brought  upon  the  itage  thcfc  fcven  years. 
But  if  one  could  fubmit  to  this  labcur, 
and  fhould  prefume  to  fet  a  mark  Upon 
every  word  one  did  not  reir(h,  there  may 
be  people  of  a  different  opinion;  and  no 
private  perlbn  has  authority  enough  to 
prohibit  the  ufe  of  any  wor  d,  if  he  finds 
it  ever  fo  intolerable  to  his  own  ear.  For 
my  part,  I  fliall  endeavour  to'  paft 
through  life  as  inoffenfively  as  pofliblei 
both  to  the  world  and  my  own  con- 
fcience;  and  hope,  and  pray,  I  may  ne* 
ver  be  reduced  to  the  neceiTity  pf  ufing 

One  TC'9r^,whichdying,I  would  wi(h  toblotj 


•  The  yrord  for  the  number  tbrft,  in  one  of  the  American  languages;  which,  to  judgt 
Vy  this  ft»ecimen,  cannr^t  be  barbarous  for  want  of  polyfyllables.  * 

f  See  Mr  Pope's  Effay  on  Criticifm.  , 

I  See  the  Epilogue  to  Mr.  Tboxxilbn't  Coriolaous. 
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SKETCH    X. 


OP    MUSIC. 


)  I  C«  I  prefume,  can  no  further 
properly  called  one  of  the  imi- 
iy  than  as  it  exprefles  the  Paf- 
l  in  this  refpcft  only  can  beacl- 
thc  filter  of  Poetry  ami  Paint- 
that  mere  harmony  has  little 
I  to  fuch  an  alliance j  fpf  it  is 
dufic  than  mere  verfificatioti  is 

alian  compofitions,  for  the  mod 
n  nothing  beyond  harmonious 
d  are  as  much  inft- rior  to  whal- 
ily  pathetic  in  Mmic,  as  atra- 
lich   depends  upon  noife  and 

0  a  plain  padionaie  one,  which 
a  natural  and  moving  piflure 

d  of  the  human  minJ.  A  fa- 
!,  even  fuch  a  one  as  the  celc . 
ork.  of  Vandyke  at  Wilton  j 
ough  the  drawing  is  exa^,  and 
les  eafy  and  natural,  the  figures 
aping  and  unemployed;  is  a 
imc  performance  when  com- 

1  a  grand  hiftory  by  Raphael, 
or  the  fame  Vandyke  himfelf, 
rry  thing  is  expreflivei  warm, 
,  and  interefting. 

s,  not  even  mere  harmony;  dif- 
execution   is  the  fublime,  at 

grea(e(t  oart  of  our  modern 
pi  re;  as  ir  it  required  the  lea  ft 
her  to  compofe  or  execute  diffi  - 
.  While  thefc  are  the  obiefts  of 

amongft  our  compofcrs  and 
s,  the  opera  is  likely  to  continue 
iftiing  entertainment. 
1  mad,  or  rather  foolifb,  after 
ted  mufic;  while  we  have  much 
)Mr  own.  Mod  of  the  modern 
mpoHtions  only  tri6e  with  the 
Velch,  the  Scotch,  the  Irifh 
chcs  the  heart.  The  produc- 
ur  prefcnt  Italian  matters  are 
1  over  for  afeafon,  hecaufe  they 
,nd  forgot  for  ever  afterwards/ 
len  you  have  heard  them  twenty 
1  find  them  ftill  as  infipid  as  at 
le  mufic,  \ybicb  chimed  thcfc 


idands  Ibng  before  the  boafted  revival  of 
this  an  in  Italy,  or  rather  in  Flanders^ 
is  as  eftabliihed  as  the  antient  claffict{ 
and  thole  compofitions,  fliort  and  Hmple 
as  they  are,  never  become  thread- bare, 
but  give  delight  and  rapture  every  time 
they  are  heard. 

There  is  a  certain  refemblance  of  air 
between  the  mufic  of  the  antient  Britonc^ 
the  Irifh,  and  the  Scotch ;  and  yet  theym 
all  very  diftinguiihable  from  one  another* 
There  is  a  remarkable  difference  of  cha« 
ra£ler  even  between  the  mufic  of  tho 
north  and  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  Thcr 
northern  is  generally  martial,  for  the 
mod  part  n^elancholy,  and  bears  a  ftronjg^ 
refemblance  to  the  Irifh:  the  fouthern  it 
padoral  and  amorous,  with  fuch  an  air 
of  tender  melancholy*  as  love  and  foil- 
tude,  in  a  wild  romantic  country,  are  apt 
to  inlpire.  Each  of  them  has  a  wild* 
nefs  peculiar  to  itfelf.  The  wild  fpirit 
of  the  fouth  breathes  a  fweeter  airof  ru« 
ral  folitude;  that  of  the  north  it  morefo- 
lemn,  and  fometimes  what  one  might 
almod  call  dreadful.  Befides,  the  gay 
fprightly  airs  which  each  of  them  has 
produced,  are  in  as  different  dyles  as  the 
genius  and  manners  of  the  people  in  the 
two  extremities  of  Scotland,  or  the  face 
of  the  countries  they  inhabit;  both  of  ^ 
which  are  wild,  but  I  believe,  w^th  a 
very  different  air. 

,The  Britidi  poetry  is  univerfally  aK 
lowed,  by  the  bed  judges  of  both,  to  be 
much  fuperior  to  tne  Italian;  and  why 
fhould  you  wonder  to  find  the  mufic  or 
the  one  country  brought  iotocompetitioa 
with  that  of  the  other?  The  mufic  of 
thefe  iflands  feems  to  agree  in  chara£^er 
with  that  of  the  antients;  which,  from 
the  accounts  we  have  of  it,  excelled  in 
(Implicity  and  paflion.  How  fimple  die 
mufic  mud  have  been  that  delighted 
Greece  in  the  days  of  Alcseus,  $appho» 
Pindar,  and  Anacreon,  feemt  to  appear 
from  the  Very  make  of  their  capital  ii^^ 
drument  tlic  hytt. 


$K£TCR 
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SKETCH    XI. 


OP    ENGLISH   VERSE. 


RH  YMK,  wc  hive  rfttn  been  told, 
is  a  modern  inventicnj  though,  if 
that  wan  a  crime,  it  might  perhnps  be 
piLA-eH  to  be  not  lo  very  modern  cither. 
jt  is  re .^.ti.Cii  a  barb-^roii?  one  by  fomc 
pedvttti  vwho  finciinp,  I  Irppol'e,  from 
the  ojiinuin  of  beiti'r  iuMgLS  ihan  inem- 
ieive*,  'h.i[  it  is  a'»wmmahlc  in  Greek 
zr.\\  Latin,  cor.cUidi'  that  it  mnft  not  be 
Icis  il)  in  French  r-nd  in  Englifh.  The 
contrary  is  cviden-.  lo  every  one  that  has 
ears,  and  dares  think  for  himltrih  for  in 
Enghfli,  rh^nie  is  capable  of  much  har- 
mony^ and  il.c  French  can  have  no  ver- 
fificatior  *vitho\it  it.  But  fome  pe<»ple, 
who  oui^ht  to  know  better,  fccm  to  make 
no  ailjA-ancc  fi.r  the  oiigin?!  deference 
beiwcen  on^  l.mguao^e  md  another  j  and 
■re  ready  to  qunnel  with  the  Epglifli  as 
a  barbaioii^  l-*»guiS[e,  beciu fr  it  is  not 
La'in  or  Greek.  They  do  rot  confidrr 
that  cvtry  language  has  p.>wsrs  and 
graces  peculiar  to  itfelf;  and  thit  what  is 
becoming  in  one  would  be  quite  ridicu- 
lous in  anollicr.  Of  this  it  is  fufficicnt 
to  produce  one  obvious  example;  the 
trinfpofjtion  of  woid^,  which  gives  fuch 
n  gfRceand  Ipirit  lo  the  Greek  and  La- 
tin lr»pc;u3ges,  and  without  which  they 
would  become  dttelhbly  flat  and  in  lipid, 
docs  not  at  all  fuit  the  genius  of  the  Eng- 
liih;  except  fometimis  in  poetry,  and, 
bv  r!;e  way,  I  am  afi.iid  thtrc  are  too 
iriany  urgi  iccful  tianlpoliiions  cuireiU 
anioi;j;l\  our  Englifli  p^je.s. 

But  it  is  not  only  a  tew  obfcure  pc- 
fiaiits  who  arc  thus  difiatiffitd  with  their 
iiiother-tor.^ue;  and  would  be  tjlad  for 
it's  improvt'V.cnt  to  torture  it  from  it's 
native  (hijv,  fome  into  Latin,  and  others 
into  Frer.ch:  tor  atlempts  of  this  nature 
!iave  b«en  a^luaily  made  bv  men  of  i'u- 
pf^rior  ro'c.  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who, 
»..>;wii',.|*,  ;r..lj:-.;;  his  .MF<.vtj.'l  niann-r, 
nufl  b.'  allo.v.d  to  hivv  p,.{f  il"  \  .1  ;..r.at 
fli:»r^  of  i-,vi.iu.-,  Wv.ii'.l  t\-«."V  now  and 
then  ij'ur  v:p  hi?  gall.int  iCnj;liJh  into  a 
inol^  iijjhcr.)n;ir{<  ridicuhius  trot  af'cr 
tlic  Cyr.'.k  ;u.(i  L:win  hexaircters.  Il  is 
f.ftic'y  i:n\.M  i.i'.'.o  lo  in'.roduce  the 
Gi'-.  k  an'i  Litin  i,».*afiucs  into  En;;l.fh 
n..  t.  r'  -^'tii  *  »»y  fucrcf'jj  yet  Sir  Pliilij) 
V.MS  ior.'l  "f  tl;i'^  piou:£t,  an.i  yHui'ne.l  it 
H/f/i  J  jtrri:  -.  obAi'r.-y.     He  icc.n.« 


Id- 
■s 


mended  it  to  Spenfer;  but  Spfflfer  W 
too  true  an  ear  to  relifh  fach  iak««4 
unnatural  verfification,  orccuntrtua 
it  by  his  example.     At  lea*  ^«*  ■ 
nothing  remams  of  him  to  ftewttaK 
ever  praftikd  it.     There  have  hctn  A 
tempts  maile  fince  to  the  f.mi«f-i^ 
by  M  Iron  and  f.nie  later  a-ihoi*.  B« 
thff:  never  was  any  li  i>'S  frw  *••* 
grao-  fui,   or  fu  de.plf*bly  jwdaiitici » 
all  tiJC.vi  '^f  that  kind  which  h-iveWto' 
to  ajipcared.    I  do  not  krow  thilrtta  r* 
ever  yet  been  trie*',  rxccp;  by  Mihiit  r'* 
f  me  puts  of  hib  Samibn;  hutofiB'hl- 
Greek  or  Latin   meilvies,  the  l»*  V 
feems  the  mott  capable  of  hcii»g  J 
cd  into  the  Cngliili  pjetrv. 

)  have  either  resul  or  hearil  thsttfcft 
of  the  laft  century,  whom  I  fhv*  •« 
name,  becaufe  I  am  not  perfeit  y  »i  ^ 
of  the  facl,  pretended  to  Ibnie  fccnnil 
verfiti cation,  which  he  did  nut  chvfeM 
comtnunicate.     If  it  was  fo,  il  f 
a  jealoufy  unworthy  of  i'o  great  a 
of  numbers :  he  might  fafely  CMO^ 
for  his  own  fu(>eriority,  have  pahliM 
thofe  fecretf,  whatever  they  weie;f»  riiii 
in^pofliblc  thev  could  ever  V-e  of  n\A 
u!'e.     He  could  eafily  advife  ytm  to  vu^ 
your  paufc?,  and  tell  vou  ^^b  chare ilil 
muft  graceful:  but  thefe  and  all  fud 
pi ecepis  are  nothing  to  the  piirpolie}ft 
good  ear  will   natninKy  pro«luce  har- 
mony without  the  IraH  i-rgr^id  or  atini- 
tion  to  rules;  and  thcie  i>  no  cure  fort 
bad  one.   Tlie  only  wny  to  improve  the 
ear,  whether  good  or  bad«  is  to  acoA 
tom  it  to  the  moft  harmonious  writing. 

Blank  verfe  admits  of  a  greater  n* 
ricty  of  paufes  th^n  rhyme,  and  :s  pirt- 
ly  for  that  reafon  the  fiftcit  f.»r  worki  af 
any  conTiierable  length.  HjX  in  Eng- 
liMi  p(C*..y  I  quethon  whether  it  is  pof* 
friL',  witJi  any  fuccef<,  to  write  t>M*t 
cpiiUef,  e'.egics,  prHrtvi  1*,  or  faiiref, 
without  rhvme.  Ai-.i  it  happens  liickiiv, 
that  \t\  thei'e  (hort  p  ercs  the  ear  h^s  oA 
time  to  be  tired  viiih  the  return  of  the 
chimes:  which,  in  n:y  humble  cpinioAi 
had  better  fometimcs  pl,<y  a  littie  fal4 
to  one  another  .h^n  be  tor  evei  (ciupu- 
loi>{ly  ex->.i^;  p:ovidcd  fuch  licercsi 
nevr  V  fliock  the  tar. 

\v  <\ot\  tvox.  \v.'\i\\«  x^tx"^  ex^tiifitt 
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WO  fmooth  or  ie?en  har- 
ninning:  yet  in  rliyme, 
s  always  very  careful  to 
iplot,  may  pafs  with  the 
a  great  inafler  in  verfifi- 
as  long  as  his  harmony 
thin  iuch  narrow  bouiuis, 
like  a  fchool-hoy,  who 
line  only  with  the  help  of 

id  Mr.  Pope  took  offence, 
citow  why,  at  the  triplet, 
ly  condefce:)ded  to  admit 
rerfe.  It  is  true,  it  had 
I  naiifeous  excels  by  Tome 
rsj  and  Mr.  Pope's  o^^n 
Rocheftcr  might  julUy 
lim  a  difpift  to  the  triplet 
life.  Yet  it  confributes 
the  grace  of -Drvden's  ver- 
l  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why 
ruhihited  nowj  as  it  gives 
the  numbers,  which  in 
Eicrently  limited  to  require 
yeiidesy  it  may  often  be  in 
y  it*s  means,  toc-'niprefs 
lines  what  mud  other  wife 
our,  and  of  courfe  become 
}iritlcfs. 

the  foul  of  verification; 
I  of  the  lines  ought  to  be 
i  (\iW)t&,  The  meafure  is 
jthj  i>ui  had  Horace  wrote 
fnrires  in  the  fame  kind  of 
Vir jail's  /Eneid,  it  would 
ontirousiitiproprieryj  like 
IX  or  hare  on  a  war-horfe, 
page  of  a  general  at  a  re  • 
e  dav  of  battle.  He  knew 
,  in  familiar  writing,  dig- 
ation  would  be  quite  ridi- 
or«lint?,ly  m  thofc  parts  his 
ooff,  rambling,  and  often 
.  But  in  his  'Tjoft  carelcfs 
periovis  he  feldom  or  never 
and  as  often  as  there  is 
It  in  hts  fentiment,  hts  ex- 
umbers  rife  in  proportion, 
rmfelves  with  a  native  un- 
y;  till  without  falling  he 
ify  and  dextrous  wings  to 
?nin. 

fcem  quite  foreign  to  the 

to  t*«ke  f  )me  notice  of  a 

ta-  thor,who,  nfter  having: 

opinio:),  tliat  Mr.  Pope  ij 


ibi  mtfi  barnumiQus  of  all  tbe  EMgii/b  poeit, 
adds,  with  a  very  plauftble  aiiinattce* 
thatj&^  has  rtiiuceJ  tbe  Jbarp  b\lfmg5  4f 
the  Ehgiijh  trumpet  to  the  fnjcett  JlunJs 
of  the  Jill te*.  If  IS  no  git:it  wondei, 
that  one  wj-.o  is  apt  to  write  mMch  a( 
random,  Oiould  prefunie  to  talk  ly  con- 
icmptuoiifly  of  a  manly,  an  eicp-ant, 
and  harmonious  language,  with  wLicli 
he  plainly  appears  to  hive  hut  a  very 
fuperfici.ii  acqu.iinrance.  But  who  «?vef 
tttikeil  be.'ore  of  the  hij/ifigsof  a  truitfgi 
—or  of  /barp  biffings?  We  have  all 
heard  of  the  boarfe  trumpet^'  but  the 
btffing  trumpet  is  an  inftrument  with 
which  we  are  not  yet  acquainted.  How« 
ever,  to  pafs  thefe  little  improprieties, 
this  compliment  to  Mr.  Pope  fhews  ho«r 
well  this  critic  is  qualified  to  pronounce 
fentencd  upon  the  Englifti  poets.  Ko  one 
is  moi^  feijfible  than  1  am  of  Mr.  Pof>e*t 
merit;  but  his  blindcft  admirer  miglit 
ftartle  at  the  preference  beftowed  upoa 
him  here.  For,  not  to  iTMrntion  the 
great  names  of  Spenfer*  Shakefpeare, 
and  Milton,  upon  fuch  anoccafion;  let 
us  only  compare  Mr.  Pope  in  this  point 
of  view  with  a  writer  upon  whom,  ae 
they  fay,  lie  formed  himfelf,  and  whom 
not  only  in  his  own  opinion,  but  il^ 
that  of  many  others,  he  is  thought  to 
have  excelled  in  the  art  of  veififying. 
It  is  almoft  needlefs,  after  this,  to  fa^T 
that  I  mean  Dryden;  whofe  verfificatioa 
I  take  to  be  the  ihofl  mufical  that  hat 
yet  appeared  in  ihyme.  Round,  fweety 
pompous,  fpirited,  and  various;  itflowt 
with  fuch  ahappy  volubility,fuchanani* 
mated  and  malterly  negligence,  as  I  am 
afraid  will  not  foon  -be  excelled.  From 
the  finenefs  of  his  ear,  his  profc  too  is 
perhaps  the  fweetetV,  the  molt  mellow 
and  generous,  that  the  Englifh  language 
has  yet  produced. 

H:id  Mr.  Voltaire  known  as  much  of 
the  Englifti  poets  as  he  pretends  to  do, 
he  might  have  found  fomething  like  the 
fiveet  found  of  tbe  flute  in  Mr.  Wailerf 
wh6  wroti-  before  Mr.  Pope  was  'bom. 
Mr.  Voirrnr-c,  bef«)rc  he  prefumed  to 
compare  ihe  Englitt:  p  -eis,  ihould  hairt 
known,  thai  before  Mr.  Waller  ap» 
peared,  there  was  one  Edmund  Spenitr 
a  poet,  whole  vtiit  was  not  merely  in* 
dolently  fmooth,  but  fpirited  alfo  anil 
harmonious .    And  if  Mr.  Voltaire  w» 


-Tft,  je  crois,  le  pocte  le  plus  elegaB**,  le  plus  oorreA,  ct  ce  ^ui  eft  ceoose 
\n '  Harmon teux  9  u '  a j  t  en  1*  AngletetM.    11 « teduXx.  W  6fiitT&«M  %\^\  te^X^ 
iA^4M.foas  4ouK  ^le  la  Ante*    V^LT  A.im&»-Ltttrt(  jju  U\  M^^- 

•  Ik  ^^^^ 
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a  perfeft  and  a  candid  judge  in  this  cafe, 
he  would  own,  that  there  was<  tiioi-e 
harmony  in  many  of  the  Englifh  poeu 
—much  more  than  the  French  language 


can  attain  to,  or  an  ear  debaiicbei}b)r. 
the  Fi-en-h  verfification  ii  capable  of  ft- 
liihing. 


SKETCH    XII. 


OP  THE    VERSIFICATION    OP.  ENGLISH   TRAGEDY. 


THE  greateft  part  of  our  modern 
writers  of  Tragedy  feem  to  think 
it  enough  to  write  mere  blank  verfe;  no 
■tatter  however  hard  it  be,  ho>^ever  void 
of  fwelilng  and  harmmy.  Even  thofe 
of  them  who  write  the  beft  numbers, 
ftudy  to  be  folemn  and  pompous  through- 
*  wit,  and  aifc6^  a  monotomy  of  heroic 
Verfificatior,  from  the  firil  appearance 
of  the  heroine  with  her  confidante,  to 
her  laft  fatal  exit}  without  the  leaft  re> 
gardto  the\'aricty  of  paflfions,  which  ex - 
prefft.themfelves  in  quick  or  flow,  flow- 
ing or  interrupted,  in  languifliing  or 
impetuous  movements. 

The  proper  Vcrfiiication  of  Englifti 
Tragedy  is  moft  certainly  blank  vei  fej 
but  as  difl^crcnt  from  the  folemn  and 
tnajeflic  movement  of  heroic  poetry  as 
the  Iambic  is  from  the  Hexameter. 
What  a  monftrous  prod u6l  ion  would  a 
Greek  or  Latin  irageily  in  hexameter 
verfe  appeal !  The  ancients  found  the 
grave  Inmbic  their  prcper  mrahire  for 
tragedy;  as  it  is  at  the  fame  tiiiic  capable 
of  all  thedignity  which  that  kind  of  poem 
requires,  and  defcends  with  the  greateft 
eafe  to  the  level  of  profe  and  converfa- 
tion.  Such  as  is  tlie  Tumble  in  L^iin, 
is  blank  verfe  in  Englifti:  but  by  no 
meaiiS  the  blank  verfe  of  Paradifc  Loft. 

The  numbers  ought  to  be  accomiiio- 
dated  to  the  paflton :  and  though  in  foinc 
mu'ts  of  ira;:edy  it  is  proper  they  fticuld 
oe  flow,  or  foiemn,  or  languifliing,  they 
ou):ht  for  the  muft  \  art  to  run  fomtwhat 
rambling  and  irregular;  and  often  rapid 
ind  fiibl'ultory,  fo  as  to  imitate  the  na- 
tural c.utence  and  quick  turns  of  con^^ 
verfation. 

Shakef|)eare,  who  I  will  venture  to 
iav  had  the  moft  muHcal  ear  of  all  the 
Snglifli  potrts,  is  abundantly  irregular 
in  his  Verfificationt  but  his  wildeft  li- 
cences feldom  hurt  the  ear;  on  the  con« 
tr-'ry,  ihey  give  his  verfe  a  fpirit  and 
varietVt  which  pi  events  i^'s  ever  cloy- 
ing.  Our  mo<lern  tragei\y-wT\icr%,  m- 
iead  of  u/ing  the  lulvantaget  of  Oim 


own  language,  feem  in  general  to  imittte 
the  monotony  of  the  French  Vcrfif.ci- 
tion;  andtheonly  licence  they  ever  ven- 
ture upon,  is  that  poor  tame  one,  the 
fwpeinumerary  (yllible  at  the  end  ot  a 
line;  which  they  are  apt  to  manage  ia 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  their  ver:=  i 
moft  ungraceful  halt.  But  it  is  r^ 
want  of  ear  al  me  which  nukes  ov| 
common  manufacturers  of  tragedy  U 
intipi«llyfolemn  and  fo  voidof  harmosy: 
it  is  want  of  feeling.  For  let  the  ear  i>s 
what  it  will,  if  the  paflions  are  wann'ijf 
fclr,  they  will  naturally  exprefs  tbem- 
feives  in  their  proper  tones. 

Tragedy  requires  a  greater  variety  of 
numbers  than  any  other  poeticul  pro- 
ductions; as  it  is  the  moft  agitated  ^ith 
difl'erent  pafllons.  The  march  of  every 
poem  of  any  confiderahle  length,  but 
chiefly  of  traredy,  oueht  to  reKinblc 
the  courfe  of  a  river  through  a  large 
extentof  country  diverfifled  with  piair.Sf 
hills,  and  mountains.  The  ftream,  ac- 
cording as  tile  {:raund  lies  through 
which  it  flows,  "is  either  flow,  fmi>v.r, 
and  folemn;  or  briflc  and  fportfu!;  or 
rapid,  impetuous,  and  precipitate.  S^ich 
and  fo  various  ought  to  be  the  Verlifi* 
cation  of  traged);  inftead  of  thjt  luff 
afFcfled  impoi  tance  of  movement, %vh'cl| 
is  now  abfurdly  and  aukwardiy  fuppoit- 
ed  (hroup:h  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  fu- 
lime  performances. 

Bui  befidcs  this  ftudied  dignity;  this 
inflexible  gravity  of  pace{  this  unvaried 
exaC^nefs  of  meafure  without  fpirit  or 
harmony;  this  immoveable hardnefs arid 
want  of  fluctuation  in  the  lines;  thTt 
is  no  language  fo  unnatural  as  that  yea 
meet  with  in  moft  of  our  modern  tra* 
gedies.  The  chambers  they  reprefent 
are  too  heroic,  it  would  feem,  and  too 
much  exalted  above  common  life,  tQ 
fpe?k  a/tfr  the  manner  of  mm.  The 
misfortune  is,  moft  of  our  tragrdy-( 
wfiters  labour  with  all  their  ftight^and 
Vet^i  \\v«u\\V\\«i^Y(,T^tually  vdob  the 
taLc\&t  ^  ^^  dt^ri  ^^CA>'^YQ«u«wc^\  W 
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it  never  enters  into  their  beadi  that  the 
moil  natural  it  the  moft  poetical  way  of 
faying  common  things  {  except  fome- 
times  where  you  can  properly  raife  your 
expreflion  by  an  eaiy  metaphor.  Let 
the  fentiments  be  fucA  as  beft  fuit  the 
chara^er  and  fituation,  and  they  cannot 
beexprelted  with  too  much  plainnefs  and 
firoplicity,  provided  all  vulgarifms  are 
as  much  as  poflible  avoided. 

As  to  the  Chara^lers ;  if  it  was  not 
for  a  very  few  exceptions,  one  would 
think  the  art  of  drawing  them  was  loft 
imongft  our  dramatic  writers.  Thofe 
thAt  appear  in  moft  of  our  modem  plays, 


tragedies  call  them,  or  comedies,  art 
like  bad  portraits;  which  indeed  repre- 
fent  the  human  features,  but  without 
life  or  meaning;  or  thofe  diftinguifliing 
ftrokes  which,  in  the  incomparable  Ho- 
garth, and  in  every  great  hiftory  painter, 
make  you  imagine  you  have  feen  fuch 
perfonsas  appear  in  thepiflure.  In  fliorf, 
thofe  mechanical  perfonnances  are  as 
imperfefl  as  unnatural  reprelentations  of 
human  life,  of  the  manners  and  paf« 
fions  of  mankind,  as  the  Gothic  knights 
which  lie  along  in  armour  in  the  Temple 
church  are  of  the  human  figure. 


SKETCH    XIIL 


OF   IMITATION. 


THE  bumble  vanity,  as  one  may 
call  it,  of  imitating  another  per- 
lbn*s  manner,  is  one  great  fource  of  af- 
fectation; which  is  generally  ridiculous, 
and  always  difagreeable.  A  perfon 
whofe  natural  turn  is  genteel,  if  he 
keeps  good  company,  will  infenfibly  ac- 
quire as  much  of  their  manner  as  be- 
comes him  i  but  if  he  fets  up  any  one 
as  a  pattem  to  be  exa^Iy  imitated,  his 
.  behaviour  will  grow  conftrnined,  ftifF, 
and  affc^led.  Such  will  be  the  conftant 
fucctfs  of  fo  abfurd  an  attempt  to  con- 
fine the  variety  of  nature;  which  plainly 
intends  that  mankind  ftiould  be  diftin- 
guiQiable  one  from  another  by  their  air, 
voice,  and  manner,  no  lefs  than  by  their 
faces. 

A  poet,  a  oainter,  or  a  player,  that 
imitates  clofeiy,  will  never  excel;  and 
this  will  bold  good  in  every  thing  elfe 
that  belongs  to  genius.  It  is  true,  that 
education  and  Audy  are  necefTary  to  the 
improvement  of  genius :  but  to  th  is  pur- 
pole  it  is  fufticienc  to  be  familiarly  ac- 


quainted with  the  greateft  matters ;  and 
the  earlier  in  life  the  better.  Bv  this 
r»ieans,  if  you  delight  in  them,  and  have 
any  fimilarity  with  them,  you  will  catch 
their  graces  without  affeClfng  it;  and 
your  own  original  charafleriftical  man- 
ner will  ftill  d'rftinguifti  itfelf.  But  if 
you  ftudy  to  form  yourfelf  upon  them, 
you  become  only  a  copy  ot  a  copy. 
The  greateft  of  them  excel  by  their 
happy  (kill  in  cooying  natures  and  if 
you  content  yourfelf  with  fervilely  copy  < 
mg  them,  without  drawing  immediate- 
ly  from  the  common  fubje6l  naturei 
you  will  always  be  inferior  to  your  ori 
ginal,  and  have  no  chance  ever  to  pro- 
duce any  thing  great  or  ftriking. 

In  the  meantime,  I  do  not  imagine 
that  true  genius  was  ever  much  hurt  by 
imitating.  For  though  it  is  natural  for  ' 
young  people  to  imitate  a  favourite  au- 
thor at  firft,  it  is  not  probable  that  true 
genius  will  fubmit  to  be  ib  fettered 
long. 


SKETCH    XIV. 


OF   WRITI|«C    TO   THE   TASTB    OF   THE    AGE. 


WHATEVER  fome  have  pif - 
tended,  one  may  reafoiiahly 
enotigh  douht  whether  ever  an  author 
wrote  much  btlow  himfeif  from  any 
caufe  but  the  neccflity  oH  writing  too 
6^*     Wbea  this  bappcng  to  a  writes 


who,  with  the  advan^a-res  of  leifure  and 
eafy  circum fiances,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing fuch  works  as  might  charm  fuc- 
cceding  ages,  it  is  a  dif^race  to  the  na- 
tion and  \Vvt  UTtve*  NiVv^tvcv  Vk<5^%.5ys^'^'^ 
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It  belongs  to  true  genius  to  indulge 
it\  own  humour;  to  give  a  loofe  to  it's 
own  rallies;  and  to  be  curbed,  rrftrain- 
ed,  and  dueled,  by  that  found  judg- 
ment alone  which  ncceflarily  attends  it. 
It  belongs  to  it  to  improve  and  correal 
the  publ.c  tafte  J  not  to  humour  or  mean- 
ly pi'oftirv.te  itfclf  to  the  giofs  or  low 
laite  which  it  finds.  And  you  may  de- 
pend  upon  it,  that  whatever  author  la- 
pourc  to  nccommodate  himfelf  to  the 
nfte  of  his  a^f — fiippcfe  it,  if  you  pleafe, 
this  prcfent  ag: — ihc  fickly  wane,  the 
impotent  decline  oi'  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury; whicli  fiuJTi  aho|»tful  boy  became 
a  mort  infignlficant  man;  and,  for  any 
thing  that  appears  at  prefenr,  will  die 
a  very  fat  diowiy  blockhead,  and  be 
damned  to  eiernnl  infamy  and  contempt:, 
every  fuch  author,  I  fay,  though  he  may 
thrive  as  far  as  an  author  can  in  the 
prcfent  age,  will  by  degrees  languilh 
into  obfcurity  in  the  next.  For  though 
flailed  and  bare -faced  vanity;  though 
^f\  adive  exertion  of  little  a(;ts,  and  the 
liioft  ui)remitting  pcrfcvcrancc  in  them'; 
though  party,  cabal|  and  intrigue; 
though  accidental  advantages,  and  even 
whimfical  circumftances;  may  confpire 
to  make  a  very  moderait  genius  the  idol 
of  the  implicit  multitude:  works  that 
lean  upon  fuch  fickle  piopi,  that  (land 
|ipon  luch  a  falfc  foundation,  will  not 
be  long  able  to  fupp  rt  themfelves 
againii  the  injuries  of  time.  Such  build- 
ings begin  to  totter  almoft  as  fuon  as 
their  fcaffolding  h  (U'uck. 

But  if  you  find  it  ncceflary  to  comply 
vvith  the  humour  of  your  age,  the  writ- 
ing beii  calculated  to  pleafe  a  falfe  tallc, 
is  what  hns  fomcthing  of  the  air  of  good 
writing,  without  being  really  fo.  For  to 
the  vulgar  eye  the  fpccious  is  more 
i}riking  than  the  genuine.  The  bell 
wi  iting  is  apt  to  be  tco  plain,  too  fimple, 
too  unafi:e6led,  arjd  toodebcalc,  lo  l\k 
the  callous  organs  of  the  generality 
pf  crilic)5,  who  fee  nothing  hut  the 
tawdry  Jilirc  of  tinfcl;  and  are  deaf  to 
every  thing  but  what  is  fiiockingly  noify 
to  a  true  car.  They  are  Ihutk  with  the 
fierce  j;'^'"''''&  colours  of  Olil  Frai'k; 
with  attitu.lts  and  exprilTions  violent, 
dsllvirlc-l,  Ar.d  unnatural:  vyhlleihc  truf, 
jull  andtaiy,  the  j^nccfui,  the  m:)ving, 
the  lublimc  reprtfentations  of  Ra}>lMtl, 
have  not  the  Icali  power  to  attra^  them. 


The  bullying,  noify  ir.arcb  in  Judst 
Macchabeus,  has  perhaps  more  I'mcrn 
admirers  than  that  moil  pathetic  ene  in 
Saul:  and  in  converfatioa  penncfsaikl 
mere  vivacity  is  more  felt  by  the  gene- 
ral run  of  company  than  eafy  unaf- 
fected wit ;  as  na(hy,  bouncing,  flatur 
lent  cyder,  boafls  of  more  fpirit  than  the 
ftill  vigour  of  referved  Ma-Jeira. 

But  the  eafieft,  as  well  as  the  moft 
effectual,  way  of  writing  to  the  bad  lalie 
of  your  age,  is  to  let  out  while  your 
genius  is  yet  upon  a  level  with  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, if  you  have  a  fon  who  begins 
to  difplay  a  hopeful  bloom  of  imagina- 
tion, be  fure  to  publifli,  with  all  the 
advantages  that  can  be  procured,  the 
vciy  firtl  eflays  of  bis  genius.  They 
will  hardly  be  too  good  to  pleafe;  and| 
befides,  they  have  a  chance  to  be  re* 
ceived  with  particular  favour  and  admi- 
ration, as  the  produ6lions  of  a  young 
mufe.  When  he  has  thus  taken  pof« 
feilion  of  the  public  ear,  he  may  ven* 
ture,  as  his  genius  ripens,  to  do  bis 
beft;  he  may  write  as  well  as  he  can, 
perhaps  without  much  danger  of  fink- 
ing: in  reputation.  The  renown  of  his 
firtt  crude  eifays  will,  be  fuflicient  to 
prejudice  the  mobility,  great  and  fmall, 
in  Favour  of  the  moft  exqnifite  pities  he 
can  produce  afterwards.  But  it  he  mutt 
livi*  by  hi?  wit,  the  bell  thing  you  cm 
do  for  him  is  to  tranfplant  him,  as  early 
as  p.>irible,  to  Paris;  where,  inthcvorft 
of  days,  in  the  mcll  Gothic  mufe-d;- 
tcftin^i  age,  there  is  ftill  fomc  (hcliei  af- 
foide.l  to  the  moll  dtrlicate  as  %viil  ;is 
the  miWl  uncommon  fiowerthat  bloifouis 
in  ilic  huunn  mind.  In  that  gay,  h- 
rcne,  and  genial  climate,  t!ie  Muks  are 
ftill  more  or  Icfs  cultivaitd,  though  rot 
with  the  fame  ardour  and  palfion  in 
evcrry  a^cj  as  appears  ficin  the  follow- 
ing  pafla^e  tranflated  from  a  French 
author  •,  who  wroit^  abaut  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century.     '  Almoft 

*  all  ihearts  have  in  their  turns  cxp:- 

*  ricrcert  that  difj^ud  and  love  of  change 
'  vv!.  vh  is  natural  to  iiiar.kit-d.     Bsit  I 

*  iioii't  know  that  any  one  of  thrm  Mas 

*  felt  it   n»ore   than   Poetry;  wlwch  in 
'  fome  ages  has  been  exalted  to  a  tii- 

*  umphal   hcighth,  in  others  negicftcd, 

*  d:icourngcd,anddcfpi:'"d.  About  fixty 

*  years  ago,  under  the  3.!min"ft;a;ion  of 

*  one  of  the  greateft  ^<:niuits  that  ever 

^  Defcnft  dc  la  Pv^cfic  j  pt  M.  TAbbc  AlelHeu.    MttKbira  d<  La^reture,  Tiwt  ide. 
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•  France  produced,  poetry  foutd  itfclf 

•  amotigft  tis  at  it's  higheft  pitch  of 

•  glory.      TTiofc   who  cidtivated    the 

•  Mufcs  were  regarded  with  pwticalar 
*. favour;  this  art  was  the  road  to  for- 


*  tune  and  dignified  ftations.    But  m 

*  thefe  days  this  ardour  feemt   to  be 

*  confidcrably  abated.     We  do  not  ap- 

*  pear  to  be  extremely  feniible  to  pofcti- 

*  cal  merit,  &c.' 


SKETCH    XV; 

OF   PHYSIOGNOMY,    OR    THE    SIMILITUDE   BETWEklV   THE   PElLSON    AVp 

THE   KIND. 


Til  AT  the  face  it  a  falfeglafs,  is  a 
vulgar  error,  and  feems  to  have 
taken  '\C%  rift  from  a  few  exceptions : 
for  all  mankind  are  fo  much  phyfiogno- 
mifts,  that  whoever  happens  to  find  him* 
lelf  miftaken,  though  but  for  once,  joins 
the  cry  of  the  oroverb.     All  arc  not 
alike  ncilled  in  faces,  any  more  than  in 
unravelling  of  chavaflers ;  even  the  mofl 
penetrating  eye  may  be  miftaken :  yet  I 
will  prcfume  to  fay^  that  the  face  is 
f{.]dom  a  falfe  glafsj  and  when  it  proves 
f<>,  it  is  gcnerallv  the  fault  of  the  be* 
hiildcr.  Perhaps  mdeed  Nature  has  made 
fome  cheats,  fume  to  ap{>ear  worfe,  many 
much  better,  than  thi;y  are.   This  is  of 
a  piece  with  her  ufual  variety,  and  was 
perhaps  pi'.rtly  intended   to  check  the 
prefumption  of  mankind  in  judging  too 
rafhlv  of  or.e  anoiher.      Yet   ftill  the 
fjce  is  not  a  falfe  glafs.     On  the  con* 
trary,  where  the  qiiali;ies  of  the  min«l 
iie  eminent,  it  generally  Hiews  them. 
for  ihe  features  of  the  mind  commonly 
follow  ihofc  of  the  ficcj  as  the  figure  of 
mod    animals,    wliofe    characleis    are 
fliung,   is    exj)rcfnvc   of  their   nature. 
Though  you  had  never  heard  of  a  lion, 
a  tiger,  a  ferpent,  or  an  alligator,  it  is 
natural  to  think  vou  wouM  at  the  fi?ft 
fighi  be  afraid  of  ihcm  lather  than  of  a 
hare,  or  even  a  horfe,  whofc  api>earance 
niiglit  prv-^re  formid:ible,  but  more  from 
his  Hzc:  ihan  his  make. 

The  mintl  is  for  the  moft  part  vlfible 
ih  the  pcrfon.  Thus,  a  bearifh  figure 
18  almoit  certainly  the  rhind  or  bulk  of 
a  rude  roui;h  foul,  never  to  be  poiiflied 
by  any  culrivation.  If  you  find  any 
fweetnefs  in  the  kernel  of  liich  a  rugged 
ilirll,  it  is  more  than  you  ought  to  ex- 
pe6l)  for, a  man  is  one  thing,  and  a  chef- 
nut  another.  .The  voice  too  is  in  gene- 
ral har(h  or  fwectj  conformably  to  the 
features;  and  whcrfe  faces  refemblc  one 
another,  ypu  will  perceive  a  remarkable 
Umilitude  in  the  woke. 
Scfife  stfld  ¥irtue  ire  often  to  be  found 


under  a  plain  face  and  clumfey  fignrii 
but  elegance  and  delicacy  of  mirid  ge- 
nerally appear  in  the  perfon.  Where  t 
falfe  and  fpecious  elegance  appears  ill 
the  face,  you  may  ex  peel  the  fame  ift 
the  mind;  and  the  herd  of  mankind  will 
admire  them  more  than  the  true.  Some- 
times you  meet  with  a  delicate  and  ele« 
gant  mind  under  a  face  that  bannotprb- 
peily  be  called  handfumei  but  then  yoil 
will  generally  cbferve  a  fpirit  and  ex- 
preffion  in  fuch  a  face  that  pleafes  a  trud 
eye  much  more  than  mere  regular  beau- 
ty; for  the  heft  part  of  beauty  is  air, 
meaning,  and  cxprtflion. 

The  ancient  Grecksj  bcfides  their  be- 
ing the  mort  ingenious  and  dcganr,  were' 
the  molt  beautiful  race  of  mortals  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  world.  The  mo- 
dern Greeks  preferve  the  fine  mould  ot 
their  anccfiors;  and,  if  they  were  bleft 
with  liberty^  would  probably  in  a  fhort 
time  exceed  all  their  neighbours  in  every 
excellence  that  human  nature  can  boaft 
of,  whether  ornamental  or  folid.  Ex- 
qnifite  orgins  aie,  I  believe,  for  the 
moft  partj  beautiful  too;  and  it  is  better 
to  ha\c  a  handfoine  ear  than  a  very  hrgtf 
o:^e;  though  the  latter  is  by  the  laws 
of  the  animal  reconomy  more  favour- 
ably contrived  for  the  over-hearing  of  a 
whifper. 

It  is  a  common  obfervation,  that  the 
painter  conftantly  draws  the  fineft  hmids 
whofe  own  is  of  an  elegant  make.  Thi« 
is  univerfally  afcribed  to  a  caufe  which 
is  perhaps  more  obvious  and  plaufible  ' 
than  true:  for  the  painter  often  draws  a 
hand  in  attitudes  in  which  he  never  fees 
his  own.  It  was  probably  more  owing 
to  foniething  within  themielves,  than  to 
the  different  ftilcs  of  nature  to  which 
they  were  accuftomed,  that  Rubens  and 
Raphael  are  fo  different  in  their  ideas  of 
beauty,  and  their  reprefentations  of  the 
human  form.  Vandyke  ftudled  >rck.vVsut 
RubeM*,  2itvd  ai%  \vt  \\n«\  vol  <<Q!t  ^^tca 
countrV)  vn%  utc;u^<QifcvtdL  \a  ^^  ^'tL^*^ 
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kind  of  obj«{^8  with  his  mafter:  yet 
their  worki  are  as  different  as  their  per- 
fons  were;  the  one  robuft^  but  rather 
dumfeyj  the  other  handfome  and  gen- 


teel. In  fiiort,  the  produdlons  of  the 
genius  (eem  to  be  a  kind  of  propagation, 
and  bear  a  family  refcmbiance  to  the 
parent. 


SKETCH    XVI. 


OF  PREJUDICES,    POLITICAL,   RELIGIOUS,   OR  NATIOIIAL. 


THIS  ungenerous  fpliif,  thefeill-na- 
tuied  humours  onl)  ,are  foextrcme- 
ly  abfurdy  that  if  llrong  inltances  of  them 
were  not  feen  every  day,  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  for  a  man  of  fenfe  to  believe 
them.  For  my  own  part,  if  I  am  totally 
free  from  any  of  the  common  weak- 
nefles  of  mankind,  I  take  it  to  be  this. 
What  is  it  to  me  what  any  man*s  prin- 
ciples  are  as  to  religion  or  government  ? 
He  has  perhaps  as  good  a  right  as  I, 
perhaps  a  bttter,  to  keep  lieady  to  the 
principles  in  which  he  was  educated.  My 
religion  may,  for  want  of  early  inilruc- 
tion,  appear  as  ftrange  to  him  as  his  can 
to  me.  Thefe  things  are  all  merely  ac- 
cidental and  the  efftr^t  of  education:  for  a 
hot- headed  churchman,  bred  at  an)  Pro- 
telbnt  univci  fity,or  the  fourcft  Chriflian 
that  ever  diifentcd  from  the  orthodox 
church  of  England,  would  have  been  as 
violent  a  Mahometan,  if  he  had  received 
his  fyftem  of  religion  from  the  Mufti  at 
ConlUntinople.  Can  it  be  fuppoled,  that 
Heaven  puts  iifelf  at  the  head  of  any  re- 
ligious party  ! — 1  humbly  think  it  ap- 
pears plainly  enough,  that  thcAlmighty, 
who  difplays  fuch  intinite  variety  m  all 
his  works,  do  more  intended  that  all 
mankind  (hould  be  of  the  fame  rclieion, 
than  thatihey  (hould  all  beof  one  colour, 
iptnk  the  fime  language,  obfeive  the 
f^me  culloins,  and  wear  the  iiime  drefs: 
and  it  is  not  leis  r^afonable  than  chari- 
table to  believe,  that  the  virtuous  of  all 
religions  are  equally  acceptable  to  the 
univerfal  Father.  For  little  as  we  know 
of  Heaven,  I  hope  we  may,  without  any 
blaiphcmy,  pitifumc  thai  the  fiipfiior 
powers  aje  at  leall  as  r.ufunable  as  the 
Left  of  us. 

It  is  llill  not  quite  out  of  nature  fcr 
people  in  cci  tain  humours,  whethw  from 
the  wine  or  the  weather,  to  grow  four  to 
one  another  for  macteti  of  mere  opi- 
nion} nay,  and  proceed  to  downright 
quarrelling,  either  for  the  glory  cf  God 
or  their  own  wniry.  But  t!ie  utmoft  ef- 
fon  o/*DarnDW'-thinking,  aiid  what  ap- 
fiarfpc«/cr<ft;ja/lonifliifig,  i«  the  avtrfion 


•  which  fome  people  bear  in  their  minds  to 
all  thofe  who  did  not  happen  to  be  bom 
on  the  fame  fpot,  in  the  fame  little  ifland, 
or  the  fame  corner  of  an  iiland  with 
themfelvcs.  Good  God!  would  you  hare  • 
all  the  world  to  have  been  born  in  Ire- 
land? In  the  name  of  every  thing  that  is 
whimfical,  what  does  it  fignify  where  a 
man  was  born?  Can  it  be  either  a  meiit 
or  a  crime,  an  honour  or  a  lii (grace,  to 
have  been  born  in  any  particular  fpot  of 
this  globe}  were  it  in  St.  Gileses,  the  Old 
Bailey,  or  even  within  the  execrable 
walls  of  Newgate  itlelf?  One  would 
think  they  mult  be  at  a  prodigious  loTs 
it>r  fomething  to  value  theini^Ives  upon, 
who  are  proud  of  the  place  of  their  birth. 
Muft  people  pretend  to  laugh  at  what  is 
called  family  pride:  and  yet,  though  ac- 
cording to  nice  herald-like  ceremony,  the 
fon,  as  the  better  gentleman,  ou^ht  to 
take  the  wall  of  the  father;  this  kind  of 
pride  is  perhaps  not  quite  a  proper  obje5k 
of  ridicule:  tor  whoever  efteems  himfelf 
upon  account  of  bis  noble  anceftry,  muft 
of  courfe  emulate  their  virtues,  and  be 
afraid  to  violate  their  memory  by  any 
a^lion  unworthy  of  them.  It  is  need- 
lefs,  and  might  be  miftaken  for  flatter)', 
to  produce  the  many  (hining  examples 
of  this  generous  emulation  which  adorn 
the  prcfcnt  age.  Even  without  any  very 
di(lin|ui(hing  merit  of  his  own,  the  fon 
has  often  fume  claim  to  a  favourable  re- 
ception for  the  fake  of  his  father.  But 
he  ftands  upon  a  very  bleak  fituation 
who  has  nothing  to  (belter  him  from 
contempt  but  the  name  of  his  country. 
For  Heaven^s  rake,what  country  is  it  the 
mod  honourable  to  have  been  born  in? 
What  climate?  What  latitude?  Under 
the  Equator?  Or  what  particular  ditlance 
from  it  ?  I  hope  it  is  not  in  thofe  cli- 
mates where  ihe  weather  is  the  fineft,  and 
the  feafons  the  moft  agreeable.  But  is 
there  a  country,  at  leaf)  in  Chnltendoro, 
where  the  generality  of  the  people,  tough 
as  they  run,  are  not  as  inipid  and  as 
w\cVjed  iL%  \Yit  ATcVv  ^tv^nv^  «aK  TSN%tsk\tvd 
NvouVd  w\(h  xo  m^«  \VwttD>  TVt.  v^^^ 
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e  Iriih,  lam  forry  to  fay  ir, 
oug|h,  very  ragged  catrlein- 
in  vain  to  deny  it.  The  gC' 
af  the  Scotch,  as  well  as  cf 
I  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  is 

extremely  little  better,  that 
jzzle  the  moSt  fagacious  con- 
►  pronounce  which  is  worft. 
(b,  though  for  every  kind  of 
hmahle  as  any  nation  in  £u- 
vith  regard  to  the  great  majo- 
r  individuals,  ju(i  as  unhappy' 
I.  God  prefcrve  us!  what 
iraals,  what  (habby  Chrifti- 
l)ad  the  honour  to  be  born  in 
ol-s  of  Great  Britain! — of  re- 
olt  reputable  parents  tool—in 
[Akidun!  and  not  to  talk  of 
orDrury  Lane,  in  the  ru)ierb 
looJ  of  Grofvenor  Square, 
mes's  itfelf. 

merit  or  '•nlue  (lamped  upon 
I  from  the  meridian  cf  it's  na- 
?ot  more  fantaftical  than  that 
ccives  from  the  place  of  it's 
Yet  there  are  thoufands  who 
no  felt  nee  is  to  be  learnt  but 
fc  very  walls,  whence  after 
( refidencethemielveshad  come 
)rld  with  a  nwdt  rate  emmgh 
udition.  It  would  be  highly 
")le  to  reflect  upon  any  fchool, 
rreat  number  of  dunces  hnp- 
havc  been  bred  there :  hut 
his  narrow  way  of  thinking 
reproach  to  their  tutois.  One 
orry  to  fee  any  Illiberal  jea- 
imonpft  our  univerfities  for 
dc  difpute,  (a  yet  tetrior  quom 
*tUi  caufa)  a*4  which  of  them 
It  the  melt  numerous  herd  cf 
ckheads.  For  aDy  blockhead, 
us  leads  him  to  much  poring 
volumes,  may  become  a  man 
rarning  in  the  moft  ill  iterate 
1  the  moft  iinconftcrated  ycu 

But  for  their  own  fakes  it 
ped,  that  thofe  learned  bodies 
to  fupprefs  all  animofities  cf 
j;  Jert  in  the  courfe  of  thtir 
I  It  fliould  be  difcovered,  that 
'eminaries  of  learning,  how- 
ud  with  the  fpeciout  titles  of 


Academies,  Colleges,  or  Univerfities, 
are  mere  artful  impoiitions  upon  the  ig- 
norance of  mankind.  For  there  are  manf 
inttances  to  prove  with  what  fmall  helps 
from  education  good  natural  parts  may 
(hine:  and  a  man  may  turn  out  a  vejry 
confiderable  blockhead  without  ever 
having  been  taught  metaphyfics. 

As  the  moft  hopeful  antidote  to  the 
poifon  of  this  very  domeftic  education* 
one  would  prcfcribe  a  vifit  to  foreign 
parts.  And  if,  after  a  ramble  through 
Europe,  the  obftinate  malignity  (hould 
ftill  fliew  itfelf  in  frefh  eruptions,  it 
might  be  worth  while  to  try  a  feven  yeart 
reiidence  in  America  s  if  the  patient  re- 
turns before  he  is  thoroughly  cured,  I 
can  fee  no  good  reafon  why  he  fiiould  not 
be  tranfplanted  for  life. 

But  a  drone  obftacle  to  the  cure  of 
this  folly,  is  tne  advantage  which  fome 
bonefl  people  find  in  fomenting  it.  For 
the  mob,  I  mean  the  great  bulk  of  mar* 
kind,  in  judging  of  mer,ai'emere  bota* 
nifts  :  they  diftinguiih  them  only  by 
their  outward  types;  the  clafs  or  tribe 
they  belong  to,  or  feem  to  belong  to. 
For  want  of  being  able  to  penetrate  a 
little  deeper  into  the  character,  they 
prefer  a  man  for  the  cock  or  no  cock  of 
his  hat,  or  the  healths  he  toafts;  and  are 
the  more  obflinate  in  their  attachment  to 
him,  the  leis  reafon  they  can  g^ve  for  it: 
as  the  votaries  of  any  religion  are  the 
more  7eaiou9  and  violent,  the  farther 
'W^  principles  arc  removed  from  common 
lenfc. 

To  conclude,  as  we  begun,  with  Re- 
ligion, It  is  nothing  to  me  in  whom  or 
in  w!i3t  ar.y  man  bclievts.  I  have  no 
chjtction  in  the  world  to  an  honeli  n^n, 
becaufe  he  believes  in  Mahomet,  as  long 
3S  he  gives  himlelf  no  impertinent  trou- 
ble about  my  faith.  Nay,  I  could  live 
upan  good  T^  ms  even  with  a  Deift  | 
provided  he  keeps  within  the  bounds  of 
decency,  and  does  not  carry  with  him 
through  life  that  juvenile  vanity,  which 
will  not  fufFcr  him  to  be  quiet,  till  he  has 
told  all  the  world  that  he  laughs  ac 
thofe  things  which  they  confider  as  the  , 
moit  facred  and  inviolable. 


%^^*\;:». 
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SKETCH    XVII. 


OK  MORAL  ATTRACTION  AND  REFULSION* 


OMKUNT     nilARtM    TftfSTXS,    TRIITtMq.;   JOCOSIf 
trDATVM  CKLKftES}    AGl  L  I  M  CN  A  YUM<t$    tCMHH* 

T«r.  tuLirr  hate  th*.  gav,  thi  oat  the  iab, 

THE   tLi.W    IHb  ACTIVE,    AND  THB  ^.^ICK  THE  »TAl». 


Hoi. 


ho 


^'j  ''ills    was  ohferveJ  by  one 

A  k«  v  mnoKiiul  ?•!  t'uniou'^l.iy  as 
■i.il!  wp'rrs.  AhvI  ii  is  nn  o'-kftjv.ujon 
inai  ma)  j  -iV.y  he  ex  en  icd  to  nil  j^eople 
€if  Oj^-ifitc  d:Jp'l'i:ions.  For  every 
k:\  TO  Tia  uniliy  h:res  an  honcll.  man| 
and  ih?  dimnitfit  nio:t  mifty  blockhMd 
kas  |>?nctra:ion  enough,  exce|»t  you 
won  Id  rather  call  it  mftin6V|  to  dilcover 
a  man  of  pant  ;  and  cold  virulence 
fnoitj;S  to  deleft  him.  The  mifcr  ahhors 
the  man  \v\\o  generoxifly  enjoys  his 
iortime^  aiid  hopes  to  lee  the  prodigr.l 
ftarre.  As  this  it  the  cafe,  it  would 
require  foine  fkill  in  the  doctrine  of 
chances,  to  calculate  how  many  ene- 
mies a  man  of  Hrnfe  and  integrity  is 
likely  to  have  for  ore  friend. 

On  the  other  hand,  people  of  iimilar 
chnrifters  are  apt  to  likt  one  another. 
ThrTeisnot  a  gerrine  riiOian  in  Turkey, 
wot  even  in  Chrillcndom,  io  abandoned 
toall  ienieof  luimaniry,  i'o  void  of  ail 
fynipathy  with  the  hu:nan-kind,  that 
would  not  take  fcMne  litile  |a;n8  at  le^lt 


to  favour  the  efcarw  of  the  wretch  »W 
h  wl   juft  mupJertd  ^Js  f<iher.    Vfji 
tliefe  two  prii.cipLs  J  svcifbn and*'* 
tnchmtns  if  they  are  not  rather,  IntM 
prefent  view,  one  and  the  faire,  li  i»pi»- 
hrihle  that  the  moft  iir.portanr  of  hcian 
aff  lirs  fcmerlmes  depend.   It  is  pffinpi 
more  owini;  to  this   ihnn  to  any  finsfe 
ciulc  befidr*,  tl'.af  onenge  is  tbuillireat 
fruin    ancrlscr.     Ft  a  very  few  inditi- 
duals  in  a   nrtti-jn   may  have  influence 
enough  to  throw  the  great  weight  of  it't 
hr.iincfs  into  fuch  hands  as  (hill  render 
it  either  glorious  or  contemptibk,  either 
nuferable  or  prolpcrous. 

But  it  11  now  fuil  time  to  conclo.^ei 
for  when  the  writer  is  tired,  it  is  hipWf 
probable  the  readq-  muft  begin  to  yaw»i 
if  he  is  not  faft  alKep  already.  For 
which  rcaibns,  vbat  I  had  further n 
fay  Hinll  be  difpatched  in  as  fewwof*'» 
as  poflible,  and  without  any  orer-icfit- 
uuinus  attentioa  to  method  or  ftga- 
nrity. 
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iENTliNCES. 


THE  f-n't'itii-'us  manner  of  wrltJrg 
i»  ;»rt  to  he  djy,  and  to  give  dii". 
gull  bv  ii'>  o.  .cul  '.r  air,  ard  a  do;4n:a- 
tic.ll  ovoi  -bpa.  I  Hi:  prcterdion  tM  viiTdtjir.. 
Pcrhips  if  wt  \:\i\  be  bctlt  r,  if  il*s  fs;v<r- 
riiv  w:is  n:';ivi.'.:;«l  wish  a  comfojlable 
mixtuie  of  luinian  nonrenfc.  Ft-r,  to  be 
p-rpctiia'lv  ivij'e^  h  foroidilnv.;,  unlb. 
ci-4l,and  f-nirhir.g  tri:»t;!oes  nor  Irrccme 
h;ifnin  natuj'*,  ?.«•  it  d  cs  not  belong  to 
it.  VVhv  .'h<uM  a  IchoJ-m.liter,  a 
p;»rf<><s  Kit  ;iri  UMothtcarv,  affc'cl  to  be  as 
I"o'.tn:n:indrMMir«r  the  wholeycar  round, 
9x  it  he  '.^ :» i  a  ferapb  or  ?^i\  avtUingcl 
€wnc  to  Jw^u  at.'wn^fi  us  f 


The  world  has  been  (liarvefurr  im- 
pofcd  upon  by  many  an  im|>ortantVo.  1  • 
*.»jt  no  man  of  feniie  ever  took  anyp«i.is 
to  appear  wile;  as  no  honctt  man  cvn 
ul'rd  any  tricks  to  diiplay  his  own  inte 
giilV. 

Mud  fools,  and  many  fenfihle  peot»V, 
are  conwciteti:_but  people  of  thebeft  (ei.n 
nevfr  ai'e  fo. 

A^ciHiion  labours  with  a  dilig^r.te 
that  fatigues  e\cry  l"pe6l3tor,  but  wi«h 
infallible  fuccel's,  to  defiat  it's  own  pnr- 
polej  for  inrtcad  of  creating  love  cr 
admiration,  itpiovokes  our  averHon  ami 


FETCHES, 

the  leail  affeaed.    Let  ui 
ft  of  \vhat  Nature  has  done 
may  be  improved,  but  all 
alter  her  from  lier  original 
nly  expofe  us   to   ridicule. 
ird  beaft  the  dromedary,  as 
as  any  fenfe,  will  never  pre- 
Bajaaet  or  an  Othe:lo. 
poor  gentleman  who  ufcd  to 
y  tormented  with  violent  fits 
l-ach,  becaufe  a  celebrated 
ijeft  to  that  complaint.  Such 
I  fuppofe  as  Jupiter  felt  juft 
is  delivered  of  Pallas  by  the 
ifery  of  Vulcan's  hammer  j 
to  give  a  broad  hint.towards 
this  kind  of  Cephalalgia^  as 
io£lors  delight  to  call  it. 
>n  is  the  bancof  every  thing. 
jlain,  downright  blockhead, 
im  at  the  fame  lime  good- 
ly not  only  be  an  ul'cful  but 
le   creature.     But   when  a 
,s  feizc<l  with  the  whim  of 
e  gentleman  or  a  wit,  the 
mercy  upon  him-— ard  us^ 
offended  at  the  infipidity  of 
DotterelPs  obfcrvation,    nor 
lupertinence,  btcaul'e  I  know 
c  no  'harm  :  what  provokes 
he  calls  it  a  joke. 
who,  without  a  grain  of  wit 
,  will  always  be  joking,  is 
iragreeahlc  and  coniempiihle 
but  a  dangerous  one.     For 
d,  unwary  nonfenfe,  will  be 
)e  or  another  to  make  him 
o  a  quarre!)  and  he  may  lof« 
or  perhaps  his  life,  without 
iiofi  of  having  had  a  good 

r  bottle  wo'nt  do— »No,  noir 
iog(h;ad  neither — You  great 
loggerhead,  y<  u  mud  have 
^ou  mud  wait  a  good  while 

roufe  Mr.  Truewii's  'mettle 
ime  indeed!— 'You  mull  wait 
vn  wit  be(;ins  to  fparkle»-l 

you  muft  wait  till  you'rt 
lere  is  a  iecret  power  io  your 
nough  to  check  every  thing 
i)..-iYou  are  worfe  than  a  fog 
^ind-^Tbe  candles  burn  dim 
Ve  hare — and  the  Burgundy 
flat  as  Port.  Good  night, 
our  good  lepofe.  May  ycu 
any  porpus!— But  haik  )r. 
Van  Numb,  belorc  you  gc— 
:  live  without  wi*^  it  ficms— • 
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Blefs  your  fat  head!  are  you  fure  thar 
you  know  wit  'when  you  hear  it?— Let 
me  be  curft  if  you  do,  even  wlien  yois 
pore  o\^er  it  in  print  at  the  rate  of  aa 
o6lavo  page  in  an  hour.* 

It  is  ilbberaly  inhuman^  and  unrea. 
fonable  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  infult 
any  man  for  his  being  dull:  but  when 
dulln.f^  pretends  to  genius  or  parts,  it 
becomes  a  fair  obje6l  of  ridicule. 

True  fatire  may  be  called  the  rage  of 
probityi  and  even  of  good-natuie.  It 
18  the  indignation  of  virtue  and  wit 
againlt  vice,  ill-nature,  and  affe^ation. 

From  wit  to  metaphyfics  is  a  defpe* 
rate  itride,  yet  we  will  venture  it  rather 
than  defer  our  opinion  of  this  fciencc 
to  any  future  occafion.  \Ve  take  me- 
taphyfics,  in  the  degree  to  which  they 
are  carried  by  certain  philolbphers,  to 
be  the  art  oftalkii^  gravs  nomfnli  ufom 
JuljeQs  that  lie  bfyand  tht  read  ^  tb$ 
hurnan  underfianding.  Better  talk  about 
the  weather  itill^  or  blunder  tlnrough  the 
nvilt  of  politics;  or  retail  tboiie  iiifipUl 
daily  lies  we  call  ne^uas. 

I  have  fecn  people,  that  were  no  fools* 
laugh  at  the  wiong  place,  and  witliout 
being  tickled,  that  they  might  not  ap- 
pear dull  at  taki^ig  a  joke.  V^hat  is 
worfe,  I  have  known  people,  who  were 
not  quite  fools  neither,  atfc6t  to  be  angry 
without  feeling  uny  affront}  becaufe  they 
would  not  be  thought  to  \vwt  apprc- 
l^nGon  or  fpirit. 

Vanity,  befides  the  fccrct  plcafure  it 
gives  one's  felf,  is  a  very  thriving  qua« 
hty }  and  it  is  not  politic  to  be  at  any 
pains  to  difguiie  it,  except  amongft  pco* 

f>le  of  the  bcft  fenfe.  For  the  gencrar 
ity  of  the  world  will  have  the  lame  opi^* 
nion  of  you  that  you  feem  to  have  of 
yourfelf. 

Falfeor  middling  genius  is  almoft  al- 
ways airogant  and  vain.  The  true  roaj 
be  provoked  to  do  itfelf  juft  ice  ^  but  is 
ieldom  apt  to  overvalue  itfelf. 

Though  vanity  and  pfide  are  very 
different  things,  we  may  talk  here  of 
that  kind  of  pride  which  huits  yotir  in- 
feriors, and  keeps  thofe  at  a  diftance 
who  are  never  likely  to  abufc  your  fa- 
miliarity. It  feems  to  be  the  coniciouf* 
nefs  of  little  minds,  who  are  afraid  of 
being  feen  too  near.  It  is  to  be  proud 
only  where  you  may,  with  the  u>moft 
fafety,  be  fo;  for  thofe  proud  people  arc 
almufi  always  mean  a^d  Icivile  to  fnch  . 
as  rank  above  their.fclves^ 
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Now  that  wc  arc  talking  of  uniea- 
fonahle  animals:  tiirrels  a  wafpifh  fel- 
low who  mult  dif'cii^irge  his  vfnom 
where  he  dares |  and  every  day  ufcs  you 
like  a  dog — becaufc  he's  your  ccujin 
truly*  and  may  be  free  with  yt>ii,  Whf  n 
the  wind  is  eaftcrly  tiiis  iouj'tn  becomes 
abfolutely  intolerable.  Perhaps,  after 
all.  he  intends  you  no  f^rcat  miichief  in 
the  main.  But,  w  my  *  pinon,  tho  bc(t 
way  to  manage  fuch  a  ciu/in  is  to  j^'ve 
him  a  moft  inhuman  thrclbing.  H/il 
bounce,  and  fling,  and  raife  a  c\v:M 
outcry;  but  don't  fparc  him  :  for  with 
Heaven*t  blefling  it  wi!l  do  him  an  in- 
finite deal  of  good;  and  make  him  as 
civil,  till  he  begins  to  foi-get  it,  as  the 
politeft  enemy  you  ever  had  the  happi- 
ncfs  to  converle  with.  Bcfides,  .you'll 
find  a  fublime  pleafure  in  the  exercii'c  of 
juft  vengeance— By  all  that's  imperial j 
It  it  a  luxury  almoft  too  high  for  a  fub- 
jeai 

Superficial  people  are  always  the  moft 
oftentatious.  I  fuppofe  you  may  re - 
remember  that  you  uied  to  be  the  fondeft 
•nd  moft  vain  of  the  thing  you  were  but 
juft  beginning  to  learn. 

Many  fhallow  people  make  their  for- 
tunes by  the  mere  force  of  goHiping. 
With  fome  it  paflls  for  knowledge  of  the 
world;  whereas  it  is  only  pra^^iGng  an 
art  which,  though  infupportably  tedi- 
ous and  infipid  to  men  of  tafte  and  fpi- 
rit,  inftead  of  cofting  them  any  trouble, 
i««  their  native  element  j  for  they  were 
bom  goflips. 

The  blunt  fword  is  the  trufty  weapon. 
And  there  is  nothing  fo  infallibly  fnc- 
cefsful  in  all  trades  and  profeflions  as  the 
parts  of  a  blockhead}  pladding,  felfifh- 
nefsy  cunning,  and  impudence:  which 
laft  virtue  m:iy  be  reckoned  the  chief  of 
//•^cardinal  ones;  for 

Nullum  mmcn  ahefifft  Impuendtia, 

The  ambftron  of  a  man  of  parts  it 
often  difappointed  for  the  want  of  fome 
common  quality,  with  whofe  aflillance 
very  moJerate  abilities  are  capable  of 
makinjc  n  great  fii^ure. 

Some  people  have  juft  parts  enough  to 
do  tSeir  cnnui  ya  great  deal  of  mi.'chicf: 
fi.<ri}'thc-ii  u.iclerftandingwasthefmalleft 
flejree  lower,  it  would  be  too  glaringly 
ridiculous  to  employ  them. 

Some  h.*ve  dird  upon  the  fcaffwld  for 
lljpir  faithful  L\  vices  to  rheii  ungratt^fd 


country.  You  remember  the  fiiockri^ 
cataftrbpbe  of  thole  c.reat  and  good  hot 
the  De  Wits  .—By  nil  tint's  ft«ni  nd 
horrible  !  by  the  black-hung  room!  by 
the  blood-thirfty  faw-duft!  you're  in 
th-  right— The  lureft  way  to  avoid  it- 
gr.ititude,  is  never  to  do  one  good  tiling 
while  you  \\\'i. 

Many  excellent  geniufts  have  ben 
loll.  But  we  ought  not  fo  repine  too 
nnich  ai  this  fecmin^  inattention  of  Pro- 
vMencc  to  human  afF.iirsi  as  from  ihe 
fame  crr.jje  perhaps  a  much  greater  non- 
ber  of  Ibc eking  mcinftert  have  beet 
fmothered  and  fupprtflcd.  For  I  tm 
afraid  there  are  more  Ncrot  and  Cm- 
callas  than  Titnfes  or  Traiant  in  pri- 
vate  life,  who  want  nothing  but  (o  be 
empeicrs  to  fhe^  themfelves.  Immortal 
go  Is!  how  many  thoufand  Ciaudiofei 
are  at  this  kcur  oJUep  belween  Hyde 
Park  Corner  and  Wapping! 

lam  afraid  it  is  eaficr  to  comipt  goo9 
natural  difpolitiont  by  education  and 
habit  than  to  fubdue  bad  ones. 

There  arc  r-.>ple  that  were  botn  liatsj 
who  tell  you  every  day  very  fe.  oufly  \ 
parcel  of  iniipid  unmeaning  lyes,  and 
probably  believe  them.  Ir  it  a  mere  odd 
kind  of  weaknefs  in  themj  they  caimot 
help  it;  perhaps  they  are  not  feofibkof 
it.  Nay,  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  not  fuch  an  abfurd  creature  at  a  thief 
that  has  little  more  fclteme  or  meaning 
than  a  pilfering  jackdaw. 

Though  there  are  ft  range  inconfiAent 
mixtures  in  human  nature,  there  never 
yet  was  a  very  fine  underftanding  where 
the  heart  was  bad. 

There  it  a  parcel  of  crazy  worthlefs 
people  who  fet  up  for  wits,  and  bring 
the  name  of  Poet  under  a  kind  of  dif 
grace  with  thofe  who  do  not  know  that 
there  can  be  no  tnie  genius  without  a 
found  underftandingand  an  honeft  heart. 
Some  of  thofe  people  do  more  indif- 
creet,  irrational,  abfurd  things,  thanefen 
nature  prompts  them  to:  fome  become 
fots,  and  affta  t:^try  thing  that  it  inde- 
cent and  ftiocking,  merely  that  they  may 
pafs,  good  God  I  for  men  of  geniuj; 
and  they  are  admitted  as  fuch  by  the 
majority  of  their  acquaintance  for  no 
oiher  re^ifon. 

Oddities  and  fing!ilarities  of  hehavi. 
our  may  attend  pr^niu*;  ^\\tn  thry  Jo» 
thev  are  it's  misfortunes  and  iiVblf- 
miflics.     The  man  uf  u  utf  genius  will     \ 

be 

I 
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hitfubjef^,  is  juft  as  ridiculous  a  cox- 
comb as  he  who  performs  the  moft  in- 
different actions  with  a  ttudicd  grace. 
And  this  affe^ation  is  one  principal 
cau(e  of  the  auk  ward  unnatural  Ian* 
guage-  which  prevails  in  moft  of  our 
modem  tragedies. 

Mr.  Voltaire  obferves  very  jullly  of 
fome  authors,  that  they  have  done  them» 
(elves  no  good  by  endeavouring  to  be 
univerfal.  It  is  a  foolifh  enough  piece 
of  vanity  to  be  fure;  for  it  requires  no 
great  genius  to  write  a  fpiritlefs  ode,  aa 
affefled  epitlle,  an  infipid  fatire,  a  flat 
Cornell y,  a  cold  tra^dy,  and  even  a 
flimfy,  foppiAi»  uninteretting  epic  poem. 
Shalcefpeire  perhaps  polfelTed  the  great- 
eil  compafs  of  genius  that  ever  muntiidi 
and  could  excel  in  every  thing-,  from 
the  nobleft  fublime  down  to  the  bur« 
lefque. 

In  fome  ages  the  few  people  of  ge* 
nius  ought  to  publilh  jult  enough  to 
fhew  what  they  could  have  done  in  bet* 
ter  times:  more  is  not  wonh  their  while. 

If  there  wants  any  thing  befidts  the 
applauftf  of  the  hetl  judges  to  eftablifli 
the  reputntion  of  vour  performance,  it 
is  the  (iiflike  of  the  worft.  For  falfe 
tafte,  whatever  it  mjy  pretend,  thotigh 
it  may  even  impjfe  upon  itfeJf»  at  it's 
heart  naturally  hates  true  genius. 

I  have  heard  talk  of  an  Italian  who 
thought  the  foldier  in  Vandyke*!  Beli. 
farius  fomething  quite  wonderful  from 
a  PMemiih  painter.  It  would  feem  he 
had  never  heaid  of  one  Ru1>en8,  a  na- 
tive  of  Flanders,  who,  taif  him  for  all 
if  I  alii  wiigh  him  in  the  nicclt  balancif 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  few  painters  that 
It:ily  has  pioduced.  True  tafte  is  al- 
wa)s  ciindi.i,  and  n.^tunilly  deligh's  in 
true  genius,  vuithour  ever  enquiring 
from  what  foii  it  fprung. 

1  have  been  told,  that  fome  French 
Al)he,whorc  name  I  r>rgerjpronouticesy 
with  a  vcrydecifiv  air,  that  Shakerj>eare 
\mderl\ood  all  the  pifTions  but  b'Vi.'^ 
Good  Go<l!  —  Sh:ikcf^)e:rf  not  under* 
ftand  /m;«  /— Who  does  then  ?— Voltaire? 

Love,  anger,  grief,  all  the  paffions 
are  contagious. 

Love  is  rhecaufeof  moreindifcretiont 
in  old  people  perhaps  than  in  young. 

Dr.  Swift  fav*,  that  no  wile  man  ever 
wilhcd  himfclt  younger.      The  dean 


beafliamed  of  them:  at  leaftp  he  never 
will  affitd  to  diftin^uifli  himfelf  by 
whimfical  panicuiaritiet . 

I.i  {horr,  good  lenfe  is  the  folid  foun- 
dation of  all  genius,  and  of  every  thing 
that  is  truly  ornamental.  It  is  neceflaryy 
in  ibme  degree,  even  to  a  good  fiddler: 
ftill  more  fo  to  one  who  compofet  muGc. 
A  blockhead,  drunk  with  mortal  Port, 
hiigbt  hjve  drawled  out  (uch  a  pitiful 
ftram  as  God  fdve  our  Moble  AT/ff^— or, 
Ye  Arms  J  and  Britons  Jlriks  Home\  but 
be  mu!t  have  ha  l  t.i(le  and  genius  who 
fompofed  Jof  to  great  C^far^  or  even 
^bi  J^arfy  norm. 

Except  Haulers  Oratorio,  one  feldom 
eoea  to  a  muHcal  entertainment  where 
me  great  bulk  of  the  pieces  is  not  infi- 

(id.     They  have  plenty  of  good  mufic, 

lut  the  peri'ormers  are  moft  provokingly 
frugal  of  the  beft.  The  reafon  T  plain- 
ly take  to  be  this :  almoft  every  fcraper 
upon  the  violin  has  perhaps  compoii^ 
inore  or  lefs  mufic  himfelfj  and,  inftead 
of  the  works  of  the  gi'eat  mafters,  they 
•n^epun  you  with  th^.  own.  If  read- 
ing «js  a  public  entertainment}  if  au- 
thors were  the  only  readers,  and  the 
choice  were  left  to  chem,  I  fuppofe  the 
great  writers  of  former  ages  would  foon 
pe  forgotten. 

It  is  a  queftion  with  nne,  whether  the 
^ulie  of  a  country  is] to  be  performed, 
mny  more  than  it*s  languaf^e  pronour.ced 

to  pcrfe6bon,  but  by  thofe  that  have 
been  young  in  it;  or,  what  comes  near- 
ly to  the  fjme  thing,  have  been  tauglit  it 

young  by  a  native  of  that  country. 
People  of  the  fineft  car  very  often 

have  not  the  Uaft  turn  to  mimickiy: 

while»  on  the  contrary,  Tome  of  the  belt 

jBiimicki  are  mil-tuned,  and  have  not 

the  lenft  ear  to  harmony. 

It  is  impoHlUle  to  make  fuch  adefini- 

tinn  of  wit  as  fliall  comprehend  every 

kind  of  it.  But  it  feems  to  confilV  chief- 
ly in  a  happy  faculty  of  comparing  * 

diftant  obje£is,  and  furprifuig  you  with 

the  difcovery  of  a  (Iriking  rclemblance 

where  you  did  not  dream  of  finding 

any. 
The  wit  of  fome,.  who  ha\e  a  large 

ihireofit,  is  too  much  of  one  kind, 

and  proves  cloying  for  want  of  variety. 
An  author,  who  aife^ls  to  be  fine  in 

every  thing  he  fays,  and  to  write  above 

*  In  fome  in^nious  Bffays,  which  app:    ed  a  few  jears  ago  in  one  of  the  daily  papers^ 
wit  was  called  a  tallfgcnltj  if  tbt  minJ,     Thcic  i»  iCoMithin^  ^4  mXYA  «x.^xta»^^  VaX 
Ae  metniog  is  good. 


V^"^ 
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might  ptriiaps  have  excepted  a  man  re*     Dtfd.  To  do  what?— 
Bowaed  for  vrifdom,  who  feenit  to  have     ji^.  To  fuckic  foolt.  •»<!  ^k^- 1  /   h 
been  gloomy  and  unhappy  in  his  latter        ^      bei.  ^        ^'^'^  ^^ 

yean  merely  for  want  of  vouth. 

Pam/^r  tbejtmgrfigfiuul  would  found 
#ddly  in  the  bills  of  mortaliry.  Yet  I 
liave  known  a  woman  of  beauty,  fenfe, 
wad  fpirit,  in  love  with  one  of  the  moft 
iaiSind  fellows  that  ever  glared  weary 
ftupidity  from  a  large  dead  eye.  Whence 
it  appeauY,  that  the  infatuation  of  Queen 
Mab  in  the  Midfummer  Nigbt*s  Dream, 
liowever  extravagant  it  feems,  is  not 
quire  out  of  nature. 

As  there  have  been  many  fwuill  ob- 
ftrvatimi  made  upon  gnat  da  (Tics,  I 
moft  take  the  liberty  to  venture  one. 
Xago  en-is  his  defcription  of  a  good  wo- 
vith 


^  was  a  vrigbt,  if  ever  Ibch  there 

Here  he  ftops,  and  Defdemona  afks, 
yi  d^  whatF  It  does  not  appear  what 
llpads  her  to  this  queftion,  except  you 
add  a  little  word,  which  feeros  to  have 
dropt  out  of  it's  place  here  without  be- 
ing mifled,«— Suppofe  it  was  to  bt  read 
thus: 

Ske  wu  a  wigbt,  if  ever  foch  there  were. 


Hei>e  the  huflfbon  paufes,  to  draw  the 
lady  into  the  quellion,  which  it  is  now 
natural  for  her  to  makej  and  to  give, 
«^hat  he  is  ready  to  add,  it's  full  efftA 
of  furprifing  and  dilappointing  archly. 

Ja£9.  She  that  wai  ever  fair,  and  never  proud. 
Had  wit  at  will,  and  yet  was  never  Joud,  &c. 

She  waa  a  wight,  if  eyer  fuch  there  were. 
To— i 


Why  do  the  players,  in  the  pirt  of 
Kichard  the  Third,  always  fayJ.*  Gifs 
•  me  a  borfc/  It  not  only  founds  nudi 
better,  but  the  meaning  is,  in  m?  om. 
nion,  more  warm  and  fpii ited  as  itftandt 
in  Shakefpeare— > 

Give  me  another  horfc— Bind  vp  ar 
wounds—  '^    ' 

As  I  feet  it,  there  is  a  kind  of  time 
impropriety,  or  even  abfurdiry,  in  that 
aftion  of  Hamlet  whei«  he  pulls  out  the 
two  miniatures  of  his  father  and  uncle. 
It  feems  more  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
Hamlet  was  (truck  with  the  companfoo 
he  makes  between  the  two  brother!,  up- 
on  cafting  his  eyes  on  their  piauret,  as 
they  hang  up  in  the  apartqient  wbeie 
this  conference  paflb  with  the  queeo. 
There  is  not  only  more  nature,  moie 
elegance,  and  dignity,  in  fuppofing  it 
thus;  but  it  gives  occaiion  to  morepaf- 
fionatc  and  more  graceful  aftion,  and 
IS  of  confequence  likelier  to  be  as  Shake- 
fpeare's  imagination  had  conceived  it. 

But  I  beg  pardon  for  theft  tnflesi 
and,  in  hopes  that  you  may  not  all  be 
lb  ill-natured  as  to  take  me  at  my  wwd, 
mail  conclude  with  a  fcr4p  of  Latia 
that  has,  like  many  others,  led  a  wesry 
lifej  thou|rh  itisalmolUs  infipidathiog 
of  the  kind  as  ever  caoae  opoo  iho 


Nu  b4tciwviwuit  efft  miUU 
Which,  in   plain   Enrfifh,    means  as 
more  than  that—*  I  am  fenfible  all  theft 

*  Sketches  and  Sentences  aic  neit  n^* 
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SKETCH   XIX. 


OF   BVSINESS. 


I  Should  take  the  moft  natural  and 
agreeable  life  to  confift  in  a  well-  pro- 
fonioned  mixture  of  bufmels,  amufe- 
roent,  and  pleafure.  A  life  of  mere  dif- 
fipation  and  pleafure  nuitl  be  expofed  to 
many  wear^,  tedious,  iniipidhourt;  and 
lyui^ted  wrth  r^cAions  mortifying  to 
an  ingenuous  mind.  A  little  buftncfs 
is  nccelTary  to  keep  off  the  languor  which 
attends  idlenafsi  and  to  prepare  you  for 
enjoying  the  hours  of  indulgence  with  a 
proper  quicknefs  of  appetite.  Unhappy 
the  man  who  is  obliged  to  live  by  the 
bufinefs  to  which  he  has  taken  an  aver- 
fions  though  perhaps  not  more  miferable 
than  fboie  independent  people,  who, 
liaving  nothing  to  do,  have  neither  tafte 
aor  genius  to  fil  up  their  time  agreeably* 


A  keen  turn  to  amufenvfiti  and  to  the 
common  drudging  bufinefs  of  the  woildf 
I  believe  feldom  meet  in  the  Ame  per* 
Ton.  A  ftrong  difpofition  to  felfiOi  io* 
duftry,  obtuTe  fenfations,  (which  are  (el* 
dom  unattended  with  a  proper  fliare  of 
confidence)  and  a  moderate  degree  of 
difcretion  ahd  judgment,  are  fumcient^ 
with  the  help  of  a  very  (light  education, 
to  qualify  almoft  any  man  to  fucceed  io 
any  bufinefs.  And  it  is  evident,  from  . 
numberlefs  inftances,  that  a  man  aiMf 
arrive  at  the  higheil  ftation  in  fome  of 
the  moft  ingenious  profeflions,  by  juft 
the  fame  kind  of  ulents  and  ans  at 
make  an  eminent  taylor  or  a  ftay* 
maker. 


SKETCH    XX. 


OP   LUCK. 


THAT  ienfible,  or  at  lea  ft  that 
plaufible,  old  faying,  Slififquisfu^e 
Jkrtvmttfohtr  ejt^  which  ih  plain  £ngli(h 
intant  £at  ivery  man  is  tbi  tarpentir 


•r  bricklayer  ofhu  o^nfirtune^  it  not  to   , 
be  admitted  without  a  great  many  ex- 
ceptions} for  luck,  good  or  bad,  will 
cveiy  now  and  then  be  ineddlinf  f  ia 
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what  regards  the  profperity  of  fuch  rep^ 
tilest  fuch  *viU  ivorms,  as  fonx  humble 
philofophers  are  pleafed  to  re9kon  the 
race  of  human  kind. 

FortunafavetfortibuS'^*  Fortune  fa- 

'  vourt  the  brave/    lUyi  another.     A 

thini  fays,  Fortuna  fifuet  fatuis^^*  For- 

•  «  tune  ftvoiirs  fi)oU.'     This  laft  obfer- 

fation  fecms  to  have  more  examples  in 


it*s  favour  thin  buth  the  other  tffo;  for 
fools  and  weak  people,  they  fay,  ve  je- 
nerallv  remarkable  for  good  luck.  Sot 
though  fortune  interferes  ever  fo  evi- 
dently in  thenr  favour,  few  of  them  have 
the  ^cnerodty  or  gratitude  to  own  H; 
afcpbing,  or  what  ought  rather  to  be 
called  imputing,  their  fuccefs  enthtlj  la 
tlteir  own  fuperior  merit. 


SKETCH    XXL 


OF    LARGE    SOCIETIES. 


WHE  N  a  great  number  of  weak 
heads  and  bad  hearts  are  coU 
leded  into  a  mafs,  they  muft  naturally 
improve  in  vice  and  folly;  and  very  faft 
too,  if  they  ai-e  not  kept  in  order  by  a 
wife  difcipline.  It  was  probably  from 
this  confideration,  amongil  others,  that 
in  former  times,  a  prince  celebi-ated  for 
wifdom  thought  it  an  objrdl  of  the  ut- 
moft  co;ift:queiice  to  a  whole  kingdom, 
to  put  a  ttop  at  once  to  the  further  growth 
of  it*s  capital.  In  a  very  populous  and 
over-grown  city,  efpecially  if  it  happens 
to  be  the  feat  of  an  extenftve  commerce^ 
great  multitudes  of  people,  without  ei- 
ther education  or  good  natural  fenfe, 
muft  grow  rich.  '  Thefe,  in  all  pof  ular 
diflentions,  will  generally  throw  thcT 
weight  into  the  wrong  fcale;  will  join 
^e  clamour  againft  the  moft  falutary 
xneafuresj  raving  for  things  unreafbn- 
able,  impraflicable,  and  what,  with  bet- 
tereycs,  thry  would  often  fee  detrimental 
ind  pernicious  to  themfelves.  Yet  fuch 
beads  ar  thefe  lead  the  reft  of  the  nation, 
who  confider  them  as  their  true  and  in- 
corruptevl  fource  of  political  intelligence; 
their  vigilant  guardians,  their  fate  pro- 
teAors;  the  loundeft,  ableft,  and  moft 
dlfmtertfted  judges  of  whatever  belongs 
to  the  management  of  national  aflTairs. 
God  knows  to  what  a  contemptible  de- 
gree they  are  miftaken !  For  there  is  no- 
thing  more  true,  than  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  certain  metropolis  are,  in  ge- 
neral, not  only  the  mo^  brutal,  indecent, 
and  immoral,  but  the  moft  ftupid  and 
ignorant,  of  the  whqle  people  through- 
out the  kingdom. 

Oh!— to  any  one  who  feels  for  the 

^  This  IS  the  name  by  which  the  coontry  people  lo  Scotland  call  the  white  frothy  fiibV 
ifaace,  Che  oeft,  in  which  the  khus  eg(s  aie  hatched  amon^  the  branches  of  the  (brrelaal 
rfiiDU*    tir^fvHft  their  cornmaa  «et4  l«c  \i(A  CtftV%5»* 


honour  and  dignity  of  England,  what  i 
fubje6l  of  (hame  and  mortification  itniuft 
be,  that  the  bad  manners  of  thole  who  in- 
habit the  capital,  czpofe  the  whole  na« 
tion  to  the  contempt  of  all  foreignent— 
Oh!  good  God!  to  the  contempt  of  all 
Europe;  who  muft  naturally  form  an 
unjuft  opinion  of  the  more  civilized  and 
more  (enfible  people  in  all  the  moft  dif- 
tant  comers  of  the  kingdom,  from  what 

EaiTes  beri.  Where  the  mafter  of  the 
obfe  is  a  clown,  the  whole  family  par- 
takes in  his  difgrace;  and  is  even  apt  to 
be  infe£led  by  him.  Pray  don*t  call  the 
people  of  this  town  Engliftimen— for  the 
nonour  of  England,  call  them  London- 
ers for  ever— the  Ytfty  dregs  of  Great 
Britafn  and  Ireland,  the  frothy  fcum  of 
every  nation  in  Europe,  of  every  pro- 
vince in  America,  fermenting  with' the 
Gonvk'jpittieof  ]7imiic9,^  f  is  their  coropo- 
fition.  Such  Engliihmen  at  thele  Lon- 
doners, good  Heaven*  are  the  only  real 
enemies  of  England ;  which  never  can  be 
ruined,  but  by  their  ftnpidity,  their  ah- 
furdity,  their  niadnefs,  and  villainy.  In 
this  blefted  meridian  of  Liber^,  the 
French  Proteftants  too;  whofe  fathers, 
within  the  memory  of  fome  that  are  Jtt 
alive,  fled  hither  for  (helter  finom  an  in- 
human persecution;  are  become,  of  amoft 
humble  colonv  of  fuppliantt,  a  gang  of 
profligate  ruffians,  tnat  madly  and  us- 
gratetully  rebel  againft  a  government,  to 
which  they  owed  their  proteflion  then, 
and  do  to  this  day.  In  their  own  original 
country,  the  wheel,  infte^d  of  the  gal* 
lows,  would  long  ago  have  put  an  end  to 
tbeir  turbulence. 
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SKETCH    XXII. 


vox   POPULI    VOX    DEI. 


THIS  fentence-muft  have  been  fir  ft 
roared  out  by  an  impudent  leader 
of  ibme Tillainous  faction:  and  it  is  fur- 
priiing  that  even  the  implicit  indolence 
of  fenfible  people  (houlcl,  to  this  day, 
-  have  permitted  it  to  paTs  without  the  leaft 
examination.  What? — Hie  cry  of  the 
JIttpidt  ignorant,  profane  populace^  ivbo 
conftitute.ibe  great  majority  of  mankind, 
the  voice  of  Co^/^Heavcii  prelerve  us! 
But  this  horrible  blaCphcmy  has  been 
fo  long  familiar  to  our  ears,  that  we  hear 
it  without  (huddering,  and  even  acqui- 
cfcc  in  it.  If  thofe  blind  gentry  are  ever 
in  the  right,  it  mull  be  by  chance,  and 
they  have  only  ftumbled  upon  it.  The 
tools  of  knaves  muft  always  be  in  the 
wrong;  and,  even  when  left  to  them- 
felves,  the  multitude  hardly  ever  fail  to 
be  miftaken. 

For  inlUnce :  of  all  thofc  who  have,  in 
almoft  every  various  denomination,  from 
time  to  time,  become  favourites  with  the 
vulgar  here,  great  and  fmall,  within  this 


prefcnt  century,  how  few  will  be  remem- 
bered in  the  n<-xt^  except  with  contempt 
and  infamy!  OF  thofe  idols,  from  th« 
moil  exalted  llati6ns  downward  to  the 
meanertj  from  the  monarch's  palace 
down  to  the  tradefman's  kitchen,  how 
few  have  not  already  furvived  their  falfe 
renown,  rotted  alive,  and  difcovered 
their  deformities  naked  enough  to  -be 
perceived  by  the  blindeft  populace  that 
ever  difgraced  human  naturel  who,  at 
the  fame  time,  are  never  by  any  experi* 
ence,  any  difappointments,  or  the  moft 
flagrant  dilcovtries,  to  be  cured  of  their 
natural  propenftty  to  this  abfurd  and 
fatal  idolatry.  This  ftupid  idolatry  it 
indeed  the  only  religion  that  now  re- 
mains to  them.  Yet,  void  as  they  am 
both  of  religion  and  morals,  any  cun- 
ning impudent  knave  might  fo  operate 
upon  their  ftupidity  and  ignorance,  at 
to  throw  them  all  into  a  holy  ferment 
again,  by  fcreaming  out  that  thi  church 
is  in  danger^ 


SKETCH  XXIII. 


OP    THE    PRESS. 


€T*HE  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  gone, 
-^  was  not  long  ago  wantonly  bawled 
out  every  night  and  morning  from  the 
lurking  holes  of  Grub  Street,  from  the 
Fleet,  the  King^s  Bench,  the  Marflial- 
fea,  and  ^haps  from  Newgate  itftlf, 
by  a  parcel  of  fa^ious  fcribblcrs  ;  who, 
at  the  fame  time,  were  weekly  and  daily 
Cnging  about  fuch  indecent abufe,  and 
fuch  impudent  pernicious  lies,  as  no 
,wife  government,  except  the  prefent, 
in  any  country,  or  in  any  age,  would, 
for  iff  own  dignity,  or  the  peace,  har- 
mony, and  happinefs  of  foctety,  have 
fuff;red.  That  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs 
is  gone,  was,  indeed,  too  true,  at  the 
time  when  this  impudent  difingenuous 
•complaint  was  the  moft  clamorous — 
But  how  >  and  in  what  fenfe  ?  The 
daily  and  wetkly  conveyers  of  political 


intelligence,  had,  for  a  long  tinier 
almoft  univerfally,  as  I  am  told,  (hue 
up  their  channels  to  truth  and  commoif 
fenfe }  at  leaft,  they  feldom  fuffered  any 
thing  of  that  kind  to  pafs.  They  con- 
veyed nothing  almoft  but  impudent 
lyes,  nonftnlc,  and  villainy }  which 
indeed  is  too  much  the  caie  to.  this 
day. 

I  have  for  a  long  time,  in  fad  eameft, 
confidered  the  art  of  printing  as  a  moft 
pernicious  invention.  It  puts  it  in  tht 
power  of  every  blockhead  and  fcoun- 
drel  to  propagate  ftupidity,  brutality, 
bad  morals,  deceit,  and  impofture, 
throughout  the  land.  In  (hort,  the 
prefent  indecency  and  licentioufnefs  of 
the  Prefs,  moft  evidently  tends  to  the 
aboliftiing  of  it's  Liberty,  and  that  of 
the  whole  nation. 
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SKETCH   XXIV. 

OF   THB   POOR. 


IN  any  country,  opulent  or  not,  it  it 
a  difgrace  to  governmerit,  that  any 
cyie,  who  dares  to  claim  it*s  prote£lion» 
ihouldever  pmfh  for  want  of  necefTa- 
ries.  There  ought  to  be  no  diftrefs 
fronn  want.  Employ  the  Poor  that  are 
able  to  work  ;  fuppiy  the  infirm  and  fu- 
perannuated  with  a  comfortable  fubiift- 
ence.  The  greateft  naferies  of  life  are 
often  not  to  be  cured,  .not  evea  to  be 
ibothed,  by  all  the  •dvantages  of  wealth. 
And  what  a  (hameful  inhuman  crime  it 
tf  to  nc^itft  thofc  to  which  a  wife  po- 
lice could  always  apply  an  infallible  re- 
aaedy  I 

I  fay  again,  there  ought  to  be  no  dif- 
treft  from  want.  Employ  your  Poor 
that  are  able  to  work,  liut  we  cannot 
oblige  a  free-horn  Briton  to  work,  if 
■  he  is  ever  16  poor— ^od  forbid !— But  . 
why  >  You  can  confine  thi&  fon  of* 
freedom  in  a  nady  gaol  for  a  trifling 
debt ;  you  can  fend  him  to  Tyburn  for 
a  pitiful  theft}  and  yet  you  cannot 
oblige  him  to  make  himfelf  happy,  by 
earning  a  comfortable  livelihood  in  the 
way  of  honeft  induftry.  Very  true; 
for<,  as  a  free  Briton f  the  pooreft  man 
is  dill  his  own  mailer.— You  mean,  he 


has  a  right  to  make  himfelf  extremdf 
mtferable'  But  what  right  has  he 
to  recline  himfeir  an  ufdefs  burden 
upon/ fociety  ?  You'll  fay  that  focieiy 
may  leave  him  to  ftarve;  as  it  often 
does.  '  But  what*8  the  good  of  that? 
The  milerable  wretch  goes  to  the  dogs; 
and  fociety  lofes  a  hand  that  might  have 
been  of  fome  ufe.  Pray,  whv  do  you 
fend  your  boys  to  fchool  ?— Why*,  furc- 
ly,  to  learn  to  read  and  write,  4nd  qua- 
lify themfelves  for  bufmefs,  in  one 
fliape  or  another. — Would  not  they 
rather  pafs  their  time  in  play,  d'ye 
think  >— I  fuppofe  they  would  j  but  their 
matters  won't  fuffer  them  to  be  idle.— 
'Well,  thofe  idle  fools  we  talk  of  are  al- 
ways children;  and  ought  to  be  fub- 
mitted  t^  any  authority,  that  kindly 
obliges  them  to  be  bufy  for  their  own 
happinefs. 

in  ^  neighbouring  country,  whofe 
plan  of  police  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  per- 
ft^  that  ever  human  wifdom  contrived, 
and  the  beft  executed,  the  pooi^ft  crea- 
ture that  can  work  is  not  fufferedto 
be  idle;  thepooreft  creature  that  cannot 
work  is  not  left  to  ftarve. 


SKETCH    XXV. 


AH   ANECDOTE. 


IAm  naturally  fond  of  ftrangers; 
and,  where  all  other  circumftances 
.  are  equal,  (hould  find  myfelf  difpofed  to 
pay  them  more  or  lefs  attention  in  pro- 
portion to  their  di (lance  from  home. 
Where  all  things  el(e  are  equal,  in  per- 
forming  any  little  duties  of  benevolence 
within  my  power,  I  (hould  prefer  a 
German  to  a  Hollander  or  a  Frenchman; 
a  Greek,  a  RufTan,  or  a  Turk,  to  a 
German;  a  Pcrfian  to  a  Turk;  and  Co 
pn  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  Eaft.— Of 
all  the  people  upon  earth,  the  Afiatics 
appear  to  me  the  moft  amiable,  noble, 
and  generous  i  they  fecm  the  moft  pof- 
feflVd  with  that  virtuous  heroic  enthu- 
fiafm,  which  exalts  human  nature  to  it's 
bighclt  degree  of  fublimity.     One  late 


vi^ll-attefted  inftance  of  their  generous 
humanity  may  perhaps  not  be  too  tire* 
fome  to  the  impatient  reader.  The  gen- 
tleman is  but  lately  dead  who  farouned 
me  with  the  following  relation  of  afa5l 
which  defenres  to  be  rootv  generally 
known ;  and  I  give  it  in  his  own 
words. 

« In  the  year  i7|o,  the  PrinceGeorge, 
Captain  Crofs,  from  Benral  and  Surat 
to  Canton,  was  drove  intojuncum  Bay, 
on  the  coafl  of  C^ina,  in  a  hard  gile  of 
wmJ^  of  fuch  force  as  to  make  the  fii- 
percargocs,  Meflrs.  Stephenfon  and 
Harrifon,  with  Mr.  Alex.  Wedderbamt 
purfcr,  go  aOiore  in  the  pinnace,  in 
order  to  get  a  pilot,  and  fuch  other  h«lp 
as  their  diftrefs  then  rei|uircd.    Tha 
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all  that  night  blowing^  fiercer, 
oming  they  were  toU  the  fiiip 
>ftf  which  they  foon  perceived 
oo  true.  The  Mandarine  of  that 
immediately  ordered)  that  the 
entioned  gentlemen,  with  Mr. 
r,  fourth  mate,  who  then  a£led  a« 
in  of  the  pinnace,  and  the  Laf- 
hould  be  provided  with  lodgings 
J  proper  accommodations  j  and 
ery  part  of  the  wreck,  and  all  the 
that  could  be  faved,  fhoald  be 
ly  pr^there^J  together,  and  put  into 
e  place  for  th'.m;  all  which  was 
lly  performed.  The  generous 
irine*s  humanity  d'd  not  end  here; 
ordered  a  prefent  of  350  tale*  to 
r^rphemon,  300  to  Mr.  H.irrifon, 
Mr.  Wedderburn,  200  to  Mr. 
r,  and  to  eich  Lafcar  as  much  as 
zkoned  equal  to  their  full  wages^ 
»  voyage  been  performed  in  the 
imet  and,  at  their  t^epaiture,  gave 
A  order  from  ths  court  of  Pckin 
riages,  Iodgings»  and  provifions, 
h  every  diftriS  in  their  way  to 
1. 

le  would  be  glad  to  know,  uix>n 
Chriftiao  fhore  any  fliipwrecked 
3uld  have  met  with  fuch  humane 
enenHia  treatment.  What  ftill 
)re  heightens  the  merit  of  this 
lehavioun  it  is  well  known  that 
inefe  are  not  at  all  fond  of  trading 
le  Europeans;  and  it  is  probable 
I,  that  tome  other  Eaftem  nations 
n  time,  become  as  fhy  of  them, 
xpericnce,  as  the  fagacious  Chi- 


nefe  have  always  been  from  theory  and 
fpeculation. 

'  As  generous  deeds  do  not  appear 
every  day,  even  in  the  molt  fenfible,  the 
moft  virtuous,  and  moft  magnificent 
of  all  pofiible  ages;  there  is  room  heie  to 
pay  (bme  proper  refpefl  to  a  late  a6t  of 
humanity  in  the  prefent  Emperor  of 
Morocco;  which  the  following  exiraft 
from  his  letter  to  the  Grand  Mailer,  of 
Malta  will  explain  : 

**  In  the  name  of  God,  the  fole  Al* 
mighty.  To  the  Prince  of  Malta* 
Gr.tnd  Mafler  of  the  Religion  of  St. 
})hn,  and  to'all  his  Council,  the  Em* 
peror  o(  Mjrocco,  Fez,  Mequincz,  &c. 
wifhes  health  and  pmfpcrity.  I.i  com- 
paflion  of  feveral  Tufcan  flivcs,  who 
have  long  been  in  my  polTefllon,  and 
have  never  yet  been  demind?d  of  me,  I 
fend  them  all  to  be  prt* Ccntcd  to  you  by 
my  fecretary  Abladi  Salciti  ;  by  this 
means,  procuring  myfelf  at  once  the 
double  latisfaftion  of  making  you  a 
prefent,  and  of  refloring  liberty  to  thofe 
unfortunate  people.  If  you  had  im 
captives  of  ours  in  your  poflfcffion,  1 
fhould  defire  nothing  of  you  in  return; 
but  as  I  know  you  have,  I  fhall  with 
great  pleafure  receive  fuch  as  yoit  ms^  . 
be  pleafed  to  fcod  me.^* 

Along  with  this  letter  the  Emperor 
fent  thirty- feven  Chriftian  flaves  ;  an4 
that  the  Grand-Mafler  of  Malta  re* 
turned  exaAly  the  fame  number  of  Ma« 
hometan  captives,  mufl  have  been  owii^ 
to  his  having  imd  no  more. 


SKETCH    XXVI.    . 

OF     FABLE    AND    HISTORY. 


R  vrant  of  intelligence,  or  can* 
mr,  or  perhaps  of  both,  there  is 
ao  great  a  mixture  of  fable  in  hif- 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  un- 
ble  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  more 
iftory  amongfl  the  fables  of  the 
poets  than  we  generally  imagine. 
»  compare  the  hiftorian  with  the 
ie  latter  feems  not  only  the  mofl 
ining,  but  the  moft  inflni6live, 
ft  ingenuous,  and  mod  honcft  of 
•;  as  he  does  not  evcnexpefl  your 
of  every  great  and  wonderful 
r  Mdhn  he  itlates.  The  mixture 
.*  Thtce  Tale  axe  e^ual  lA 


of  evident  undifguifed  improbaVdities, 
and  what  the  critics  I  think  call  the  mar^ 
*veiIous  in  Homer,  has,  in  too  great  a 
meafure,  weakened  his  credit  as  an  hif- 
torian.  *  Though  even  in  this  capacity 
he  has,  perhaps,  (hewn  himfelf  much 
fuperior,  in  candour  and  impartiality, 
to  many  at  lea  ft  of  our  modern  hiftory- 
writers.  In  fupport  of  this  obfervation, 
I  can  hardly  tJimk  it  necefTary  to  take 
notice,  that  he  has  in  general  reprefented 
more  worthy,  amiable,  and  hmic  cha« 
ra£lers,  amontrCL  \Vv«  Ti^vkti  \y!erat\% 
than  m  tV\o(t  ol  Vi\%  c^wcl  t^aivxr^  « 
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Hif  commentators,   I  am  told,   have 
Jicre  and  there  been    itruck.  with  feme 

Samples  of  true  h:(torv  in  the  Iliad  and 
e  OdyiTey.  And  indeed  I  (hould  ima> 
gine,  that  his  narration  in  each  of  thofe 
poems  was  bnilt  upon  folid  fafts;  en- 
livened  with  fable  only  to  make  it  the 
more  entertaining  and  wonderful;  and, 
with  the  heightening  of  every  ornament, 
to  exalt  an  hittory  into  a  poem.  One 
particular  circumlbnce,  which  I  don*t 
know  that  any  of  thofe  commentators 
has  obferved  in  this  lighti  feems  ftrongly 
to  favour  fuch  a  conjecture.  The 
liero  of  the  OdyflTey,  after  having,  with 
great  bravery  and  addiefs,  demolilhed 


UNCELOT  TEMPLE. 


the  profligate  fuiton,  puts  the  poor 
fcmile  attendants,  who  mighrihavcben 
paHively  concerned  in  the  rioisofhis 
houie,  upon  the  (hocking  ofBce  uf  re- 
moving the  ho<lies  of  their  fljughtirrA 
lovers:  and  at  foon  as  they  havr,  by 
his  orders,  fwalvbed  the  bloody  h>l),  he 
hangs  them  all  lip  in  aftrmg  agarnfiihe 
wall  of  the  coun.  Homer  could  never 
have  nude  the  hero  of  hit  poem  guilty 
of  fuch  an  indecent  unmnnly  piece  of 
cnielty;  but  found  hiaifeif  obliged,  by 
his  attachment  to  true>  hiftory,  to  record 
it  as  a  real  atchievemcnt  of  the  *  hgri- 


SKETCH    XXVIL 


THE   STUDY   OF   HISTORY. 


HI  S  T  O  R  Y  is,  in  general,  an  un- 
comfortable   fatiguing    journey 

^through  a  flat  iniipid  country  j  a  tale 
too  long  for  human  patience.  And 
.after  all,  for  want  of  mteUigence  and 
candour  in  the  writers  of  hiRory.  you 
can  feldom  truft  to  it's  veracity.  What 
different  accounts  are  g;iven  of  events 
that  have  happened  even  in  our  own 
times!  For  my  part,  I  find  myfelf 
much  difpofed  to  be  an  infidel  at  to 
jnany  difputed  points  of  hiftory.  A 
battle  is  an  pffmr  of  fuch  confufion, 
that  few,  even  of  thofe  who  have  been 

•concerned  in  It,  can  explain  it's  cir- 
cumftanccsi  or  fairly  recollcft  them. 
It  is  fometimes  as  much  as  you  can  do 
to  difcover  which  army  gained  the  vic- 
tory. But  what  is  yet  more  furprifing, 
it  has  happened,  that  fome  very  con- 
fpicuous  charafters  in  hiflory  have  been 
fo  falfely  rtprefented,  that  the  moft 
worthlefs  and  contemptible  continue  to 
ht  regarded  with  admiration-,  while  the 
i)efl  and  the  moil  amiable  are  cenfidered 
^ith  deteftation  and  abhorrence. 

A  lively  fpirited  relation  of  a  formi- 
dable confpiracy,  an  importaot  revolu- 
tion, or  any  othier  incercfling  event, 
piay  aflford  a  very  agreeable  entertain- 
ment. But  human  life  is  too  ftiort| 
and  it  requires  all  the  phlegmatic  pa- 
tience of  a  well -feed  lawyer,  to  attend 
to  a  long,  drawling,  infipld  (lory,  if  it 
yiAt  ever  fo  true.     Livy  is  far  from  be- 


ing a  heavy,  loitering,  dosingi  ftory« 
teller.  His  fubje^l  is  enriched  with « 
f^reat  variety  of  entertaining  events. 
Notwithftanding  his  extravagant  profu* 
fion  of  coxccmical  ornaments,  in  nrf 
good  fpeeches  made  by  himftU  for  peo- 
ple who  never  fpoke  them,  be  diipatchti 
the  affairt  of  a  prodigious  eiiip»re» 
throughout  a  whole  century  of  perpe- 
tual a^ioil,  in  much  left  than  half  the 
number  of  pages  than  one  infignificaat 
reign  of  a  kmg  of  Franceor  of  En^lind 
has  coft  to  ibitie  laborious  coinpilcn. 
And  yet,  for  all  the  fpirity  elegance, 
and  dignity  of  his  narration,  perha)ii 
there  are  not  many  now  alive  wbo  have 
had  ))erfeverance  enough  to  attend  tbe 
great  Litin  hiftorian  to  the  end  of  his 
tale  ;  even  Shortened  as  it  it  by  the  in- 
juries of  chance  and  time. 

So  much  for  hifljry  us  an  amufement. 
As  to  it't  ufe  towards*  qualifying  « 
ftatefman  for  the  management  of  pub- 
lick  affairs,  1  take  it  to  be  ver)'  jncon- 
fiderable.  A  general  acquaintance  wiik 
the  hiftory  of  his  own  counrrv  is  jier- 
haps  enough  for  ^  prime  wunifter  \  and 
fome,  I  am  told,  have  made  a  tolerable 
(hift  to  ftumblc  on  for  many  years  •■iih- 
out  even  that.  With  a  proper  fhareof 
fagacity,  refolution,  activity,  and  ad- 
drefs,  an  honed  ftatefman  might,  in 
the  ;noft  troublefome  timet,  do  grett 
things  for  his  country  ;  (hough  be  hiA 
never  turned  over  oca  leaf  of  either 
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Lirv,  Tacitus,  or  Sall'ft.  Mean  time,  dclunve  Jucuhnticns  of  ycur  ftate  em- 

allufions  and  refcrmcc^  to  antient  Iiiliv^.-  pricks,  and    their    venal    iourneymen. 

ry    have    long    been     iii  ccl^fuily    em-  And  this  lecTTis  t(i  he  tht- only  adv.inl.igc 

ployed  to  give  iomt  credit,   with  an  air  whiclioiir  ftatt  linen  linvr  cvcrjyet  diawa 

of    confequeuce    and   dignity,    to    the  from  the  itudy  ol  hiltory. 


SKETCH    XXVIII. 


OF    FAME. 


THERE  it  at  .much  variety  of 
talie  in  thit  capital  aiticleof  hap- 
pinefky  at  in  any  thing  elfe.  For  there 
•re  multitudes  who  would  be  aO.amed 
of  a  virtuous  renown,  and  proud  of 
what  they  would  think  a  glorious  vil- 
lainy. An  inhuman,  diflblute,  aban- 
doned villain,  will  naturally  admire  the 
charaAer  of  a  Tiberius,  a  Nero,  or  a 
Domftianj  and  perhaps^  without  much 
sfitAation,  defpife  that  of  a  Titus  or  a 
Tnjan. 


If  you  arc  not  pcrfcftly  indifferent  at 
to  the  good  opinion  of  the  mob,  you  are 
one  of  them  yourfelf.  Their  opinion, 
as  far  as  all  politick  views  are  out  of 
the  queftion,  is  much  below  the  coiili- 
deration  of  every  man  who  hat  any  to- 
lerable (haj'c  of  underftanding.  But  he 
who  is  above  i|)e  opinion  of  the  better  and 
more  fenfible  part  of  mankind;  he  who 
does  not  regard  it  with  the  utmoft  reve- 
rence; is  mod  certainly  capable  of  tftry 
thing  that  it  bait  and  villaioouf  •  • 


SKETCH    XXIX. 


OP   RIVINGI. 


THE  gratification  of  thit  paflion  in 
the  nandt  of  a  fenfible  roan,  a 
pcrioB  of  moderation  and  humanity. 
Will  iMrdly  ever,  in  cold  blood,  exceed 
the  bounds  of  an  extft  nttaliation.  So 
far  I  iiould  reckon  it  jufl,  and  a  pro- 
tier  fupplement  to  the  lawt  |  which  af- 
ford no  redreft  in  roaiiy  czCtt  of  the 
ukA  infupportable  injuftice,  I  could 
perhapt  forgive  an  z€k  of  villainy  which 
It  not  cognizable  by  the  laws— but  I 
don't  chufe  it;  it  is  ag^ainft  mv  princi- 
|^es|  it  it  weak,  impolitick,  and  abfurd. 


In  fuch  cafet,  you  have  nothing  but  the 
fearful  apprehenfiont  of  your  own  re- 
fentment,  to  keep  rafcalt  in  awe. 

Everv  aA  of  juft  vengeance  it#  Umr 
t9iwid9irsi  and  contributet  fomewhat 
to  the  fafetv  of  honeft  and  inc^nfive 
people  t  perhapt  it  might  even  to  the 
ftability  of  government;  if  it  fhould 
ever  become  (b  defpicably  weak,  fo  toC« 
tering  and  paralytick,  at  tamely  to 
bear  the  infultt  of  an  abandoned,  tupidy 
eowardly  populace. 


SKETCH    XXX. 

OP  BLASPHEMY. 


^T^HERB  itafetof  vaincrazymor- 
X  taJt,  I  wat  going  to  fay  half- 
witted fellowt,  but  that  would  be  too 
great  n  compHmenti  fools,  that  attempt' 
to  iiioe  by  talking  blafphemy.  Good 
God !  it  would  be  a  fmall  triumph  to 
outiiine  all  thofe  geniufes  in  that  ftile. 
I  fear  the  thunder  at  leaft  at  little  at 
any  of  thole  indecent  reprobates  1  but  I 
eaanot  be  fo  fhipidly  ungrateful,  at  to 
infiilt  fbe  aJorabJeAuthorof  my  being, 
modiJi  thepleafuns  of  my  Ufc»    There 


furely  needt  very  littk  wit  to  ridieule 
the  ideal  God  of  the  vulgar)  who 
conceive  the  fhipendous  Creator  of  tbt 
univerfe;  the  Almishty  Spirit,  who  hat 
produced  every  thing  that  ia  good» 
great,  and  beautiful ;  tobea.tefty,  ill- 
natured  old  man,  with  a  Ions  beard. 

After  all,  to  give  the  deru  bit  due  } 
a  k  nave,  who  it  alwayt  at  bottom  a 
fool,  as  indeed  mod  of  ut  are,  it  of  all 
ar.imalt  the  leaft  uiA^td<»iAS&\it(^\^«smk» 
{slaimnK  of  Yi'\%Ma>ktx» 


31  SKETCHES,  BY  LAUKCBLOT  TEMPLE^ 


SKETCH    XXXf; 

THE  ORIGIN   OP   tVIL. 


WHAT  vvc  call  Evil,  as  well  a« 
every  thing  that  is  good,  mod 
certainly  fpriing  from  the  gheat  Fountain 
of  all  exilUiKe.  Heaven,  which  gave  us 
corn,  wine,  and  oil,  fent  us  alio  war, 
famine,  and  pcftilence.  The  moft  per- 
nicious things  have  their  ufes  ;  and  the 
ranked  poiibns)  flciIfuUy  managed, 
prove  the  molt  powerful  medicines. 

In  moral  litf,  a  perfe^  charaAer 
^ould  be  a  monftrr ;  at  lead  I  fhould 
hardly  chufe  the  fociety  of  a  man  who 
was  .ibove  all  human  weaknclTes.  The 
amiable  nrwdium  of  virtue,  to  the  bcft 
of  iny  apprehenfion,  lies  between  a 
tij»id,  'fven*,  m  nute,  eXcifV,  over  fcrti- 
pulous  fm^Vity,  and  a  diflblute  profli* 
gacy.  Ii  avoids  the  one,  as  diiaurte- 
abie,  uncuir.foi'.able,  and  forbidtiing; 
the  othtr,  as  indecent,  fhocking,  and 
contemptible. 

I  humbly  conceive,  thit  there  cannot 
be  much  pleafure  m  a  lUte  thut  is  not, 
in  one  fhape  or  another,  obnoxious  to 
pain  ;  and  that  none  but  the  Almighty 
Jiimlclf  can  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  and 
'immutable  happinefs.  The  heathen 
elyfium  has  nothing  to  recommcn.l  it 
butii'ie  and   tranquillity;  green  fields 

and  icrenc  weather;    wh.ch  one  would  . 

wifti  Ibmetimts  to  change -for  a  iWm. 

The  happy  hcrots  there  are  a  parcel  of 

rticre  loungers  j    infipid   murderers  of 

time*,  or  rather,  ufeltfs  trifling  wafters 

of  eternity.     It  is  difficult  to  imngine 

any  thing  lb  tirefome  as  their  condition. 

The  Mahometan   paradife  is  flattering 

indeed  as   to   one  article   of  pleafure  j 

but  that  is   hardly   enough— for  even 

love  itfslf  may,  once  in  forty  or   fifty 

years,  figh  for  a  tr»ice  of  a  few  hours  ^ 

at  lea  It  lor  a  little  variety.     Without 

variety,    life  in  infipid  in  this  «rorld  : 

and  the  hajipiefl  fititation  in  tht  next 

itiay  pofRbly  enough  be  fomewhat  cx- 
'pofed  to  difagreeable  lubs  j  that  it  may 

pot  Ank  into  a  flate  of  infipid  riiifRpa- 
"tion,   or  fupine  inactivity.     You  all 

know  what  hbrlrihle  riott  and  eonibuf- 

tions  broke  otit  in  heaveh  at  thfc  tine 

that  Old  Satan,or  his  Sul|>btiiieovis  High- 

firfs,  ^according  to  the  title  with  which 
iehatht^ly  btien  dignified  by  ti  }ji^\\f\\ 
•ntor)  hit  hit  witf ,  and  rrtiel  W  »flL\i\ft    ^vA  dttc^ax^  ^ 
tUnigbty^y^r:    ^at  fquabblca  ma^ 


have  happened  there  fince,  Heaven  onlf 
knows ;  as  all  historical  intelligeao 
from  thence  hat  been  fhut  up  ever  fiaa 
the  cefTation  of  infpifed  writing. 

In  (hort,  the  Chriftian  Hades,  with 
a  tolerable  mixture  of  variety,  wouU 
be  a  more  elii^ible  Gtuation,  than  eitker 
the  heathen  Elyfium,  or  the  Paradife  of 
Mahomet.  To  fry  for  ever  under  tiM 
dog-dayt  muft  be  horrible.  But  witk 
a  reafonat>le  variety  of  cool  air,  frtft 
fpring^water,  iced  cream,  plenty,  of 
good  Rhenifh,  Old  Hock,  Mofelle, 
Cyder,  Burgundy^  and  fome  other 
comfortable  thincrs,  one  might  make  t 
tolerable  fhif^  there  ^  or  even  in  Ja* 
maica  itfelf. 

But  to  be  very  ferious  i  without  i 
certain  mixture  of  what  we  call  Evil, 
the  beautiful  and  entertaining  variety 
which  the  Almighty  Creator  exh'hiti 
lx>th  in  the  natural  and  moral  world, 
muft  have  been  iniperfe£t.  If  this  mix-? 
ture  was  not  necefiary  to  the  tieauty  an4 
perfection  of  nature,  it  muft  have  been 
unavoidable.  For  it  h  iMs^ond  tlit 
power  of  God  himfelf  to  perform  things 
naturally  impoffihle^  There  are  auni- 
berlefs  things,  both  in  the  natural  and 
moral  world,  which  no  nK>re  depend 
upon  the  will  of  God,  than  that  two 
and  two  make  four ;  or  that  a  fphere  is 
moiT capacious  than  any  other  figure  uh' 
der  the  fame  extent  of  furface.  A  pro- 
portionable feiiiibility  of  pain,  muA,  ( 
fuppofe,  unavoidably  attend  that  of 
pleafure.  God  Almighty  has  given  you 
fenfe  enough  to  take  care  of  yourfclf} 
but,  to  be  perfectly  fecured  from  burn- 
ing or  drowning,  you  mutt  have  a  world 
without  either  me  or  water. 

To  conclude  j  \f  the  *wqys  of  God  /• 
Ifurn  needed  any  ^wivilirMtffdt,  whymaywe 
not  prefume  that,  fuppofmg  a  mixture  of 
rm/evil  to  ht  unavoidable,  the  Almighty 
ihould  chufe  to  admit  fome  evil,  rathtf 
•  than  that  there  fhould  ht  no  good  j  to  ex- 
pofe  his  creatures  to  fome  chancy  of  paio 
•and  mifery,  rather  than  that  there  (houlJ 
be  no  creation  )  rather  than  that  infinite 
fpace^  the  fcene  of  his  (Hipendouflf 
magnificent  and  moft  beautifiil  works, 
(bQu\d  for   e:ttx  t^cMiKEk  '«i')fititx  ^in^tf^ 
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SKETCH    XXXIL 

OP   FASCINATION. 


language  of  the  eyet  is  fo  ex- 
ive,  at  to  be  underftood  at  the 
r.  But  the  art  by  which  the 
e,  and  others  of  the  fer|>ent 
n  ogle  a  hare  into  their  for> 
ws,  or, 

i  the  midft  of  heaven  the  ilUpoisM 

•rvcfomeconfi'Jeration.  Some 
ifible  naturalilts  appear  confi- 
e  fafl.  For  my  part,  though 
er  yetfeen  it,  ftrangc  as  it  is,  I 
right  to  fay  it  is  impoflTible. 
ceive  a  nnin  in  fuch  a  Itatc  of 
circumftanccs,  as  to  find  him- 
ed  to  do  the  verv  thing  that 
c  him  ihe  iitmoft  horror.  That 
appy  madman  Caligula,  they 
d  often  tell  Caefonia,  of  whom 
paflTionately  fond,  Ho^u  eafily 
ike  off  tbis  charming  bead  of 

left,  upon  this  occafion,  fome 
poet,  who  of  all  mankind  had 
ntiinate  acquaintance  with  hu- 
re— 

:  tempt  you  towards  the  flood,  my 

dreadful  fummit  of  the  cliflf. 
Its  oVr  it*t  bafc  i  ro  the  lea  — 

place  pots  Tt,yt  of  •iefpera;ioa 
tcre  VKtive  into  every  brain^ 


That  looks  <b  many  fatbons  to  thefea# 
And  hears  it  roar  beueath. 

If  I  remember  right,  Montaigne,  who 
does  not  feem  to  have  be^n  of  a  melan- 
choly complexion,  foniewhcre  fays,  that 
when  he  found  himfelf  upon  the  tc:p  of 
fome  hideous  precipice  in  his  mountnin* 
ous  neigiibourhood,  he  had  often  felt 
^n  impulfe  to  leap  down.  The  Shocking 
fate  of  a  young  lady,  who,  accoi*ding 
to  repoit,  within  thefe  two  or  three  years, 
whiie  (he  was  obfervine  the  di'eadful 
figure  of  a  large  (hark,  Uipt  out  of  the 
cabin-window  into  the  ("ca,  might  pof- 
fibly  enough  have  been  owing  to  (ome 
defpei-ate  impulfe  of  this  kind. 

As  one  would  do  any  thing  reafonable 
to  refcue  the  memory  of  a  great  man 
from  unjuft  reproach,  I  think  it  impor* 
iible  that  Empedocles  could  have  been 
fo  very  weak,  as  by  a  fly  flip  out  of 
this  world,    either  to  hope  or  wiHi  to 

lafs  for  one  of  tbe  immortal  gods ,     The 

lollow  furface  might  have  failed  him  j 
he  might  have  flipt  in  by  the  mere  d'lnre 
uf  an  unlucky  Ucp;  he  might  have  :  -t  .1 
fufFocated  by  the  lulphurer^us  fteaiTi;  or, 
on  the  brink  of  the  bui.iing  gulpli.  1:^ 
might  natunlly  enough  have  grown 
giddv}  or  have  bgyi  feized  with  luch 
Toys  ofdejperation^  'as  SiiakeCpciire  talks 
ot.  But  neither eiivv,  miilic-,  norjea- 
loufy,  have  the  Icaft  acquaintance  with 

generofity  or  candour* 


i 


SKETCH    XXXIII. 


TH£  INFLUENCS  OF  CLIMAT£  UPON  CEVIUI. 


iRE  are  people  fo  bigoied  to 
ne  panJcuVir  the.  rv,  to  falfc 
and  prriudices,  as  indolently  to 
r  even  their  own  fenfations  to 
There  are  in  this  ifland  fome 
fs  abfurd  enough  to  tell  you, 
itain  lies  at  too  great  a  difl^nce 
fun  to  produce  any  Genius.  It 
paying  tocT  much  attention  to 
eiefs,  ignonnt,  fuperficial  con- 
,  to  a(k  them,  what  country  in 
what  climate  the  neareft  to  the 
difpkycd  a  riches  bloom  of  Ot- 


niuflf^  almoil  any  department,  than  ha| 
fnitntaneouflv  (prung  up  in  this  fogs[y 
ilia  id}  withou  even  any  kind  foflenng  , 
infi  lences  from  the  fuperjor  powers  n 
excepting  thofe  al  me  of.  Heaven  .mi 
Nature.  In  wha  kind  f  Ofrius  is  tint 
ifland  inferior  to-  any  nirion  uoder  the 
fun  ?  How  manv  Gwnij^fes  has  the  h-xp* 
py  climate  of  Italy  >>roduce  .  in  anf 
Ihape,  fince  the  lUvt  of  AugpftiM.? 
Tha  genial  fruitful  ii«citiKW  of  Orceoa 
hat  wm  Vm  ^^>^  ^iW^Ni  Vsr  ^^ax  v«^ 
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f  boftft  ofy  or  ercn  to  own  her  noble,  ge- 
nerous, her  deliehtful  Cervantes,  whom 
file  pitifully  fumred  to  ftarve.  But  what 
great  Gcniufes  has  ever  the  warm  climate 
of  Africa  produced?  from  the  coaft  of 
Barbary  to  that  of  Guinea  ?  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile  to  the  Cape  of  Good* 
Hope? 

There  are  perhaps  only  two  arts  in 
which  this  ifland  yields  to  any  climnte, 
bowvver  near  the  fun.  It  appears  that 
the  vaincft  Romans  did  not  pretend  to 
tie  with"  the  Greeks  in  ftatuary.  Yet, 
what  artifts  in  that  way  has  modern 
Italy  produced  fuperior,  or  even  equal 
to  thofe  of  old  Rome  ?— Very  few,  I 
believe,  and  if  it  was  not  for  Michael 
Angelo,  perhaps  one  might  venture  to 
fay  none}  though  Italy,  I  fuppofe,  lies 
as  near  the  fun  as  it  did  eighteen  hun- 
dred years  ago.  If  the  Englifh  have 
not  hitherto  excelled  in  painting,  it  may 
be  imputed  to  circumftances  that  need 
no  explanation.  But,  notwithftanding 
all  the  obftacles  to  true  Genius  in  this 
ifland,  it  has,  within  thefe  few  years, 
loft  a  painter  of  (ingular  excellence;  as 
natural  and  exprefliive,  TU  venture  to 
(ay  if,  in  the  comic  and  familiarly  moral 
llvle,  as  Raphael  was  in  the  ferious  and 
fubtiine.  And  you  may  wait  many 
centuries  before  fuch  another  flower 
blows  in  AAy  climate.  I  reckon  that  flill, 
t*vtn  iff  ibu  age,  our  ifland  may  boafl  of 
(everal  geniuies,  who,  for  inflance,in  por- 
trait perhaps  excel  every  painter  in  Europe 
fince  the  days  of  Vandyke t  to  whom 
unprejudiced  pofterity  may  find  them  at 
leaft  equal }  fome  perhaps  fuperior.  We 


have  fome  too  who  are  admiiiUt  it 
landflcip. — But  thefe  geniuliea  ait  M 
alive i  and  fome  of  them  may  be  (eea  It 
a  coffee -houfe,  where  they  look  mndl 
like  other  people.  A  hundred  ycart 
hence,  a  connoiflewr  may  probably 
enough  wUh  to  make  a  joontf  of  a 
thounnd  miles  to  fee  them;  and  woaki 
beglorioufly  happy,  on  hit  rrtum  hoaCp 
to  tell  his  neighbours  he  had  AiooktlKm 
by  the  hand.  As  to  hiftory  itlclf,  be* 
fldes  fome  promiflng  fpecimcnt  of  it  M 
home,  perhaps  even  this  barren  age  hi» 
produced  a  genius,  not  indeed  of  Brififi 
growth;  unpatronized,  and  at  prefeat 
almoft  unknown;  who  may  livetoaflo- 
nifli,  to  terrify,  and  delight  all  Europe. 
But  true  genius  is  fuch  an  oncomawa 
production  of  nature,  and  is  ib  mock 
fuperior  to  all  quackiOi  arts  of  itcoin* 
mending  itfelf,  that  when  it  docs  appear, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  a  gcneratioB  sf 
people  without  tafte  do  not  know  it. 

Genius  may  flioot  up  in  a  land  qoiir 
inhofpitable  to  it|  it  may  perhaps  %fea 
hloflbm  in  the  moft  unEenial  leafoa. 
But  the  rofe-bufli  that  difplays  it*s  bluii* 
ing  honours  in  thence  of  the  furly  so- 
comfortable  eatl  wind,  muft  have  fpning 
from  a  root  of  no  fmall  vigour.  Is  t 
certain  ifland,  the  foftering  indulgences 
and  kind  attention  which  the  naicifliisi 
the  gillyflower,  the  tuberofe,  the  Cape 
jeflamin,  and  all  the  delicate  flowers  that 
adorn  the  garden,  deferve  and  require; 
are  moft  abfurdly  and  pernicioufly  be- 
ftowed  upon  ragwort»  jack  of  the  hedge, 
prieft*s  what  d*ye  call  it,  bifliops  weedf 
bcarsfoot,  nighxfliade,  and  henbane. 


SKETCH    XXXIV. 

THB  TASTB  OP  THB  PRESENT  ACE. 


AMONGST  many  other  diftin- 
guiihing  marks  of  a  ftupid  |se,  a 
bad  crop  of  men,  I  have  been  ton  that 
the  tafte  in  wriring  was  never  fo  falfe  as 
tt  prefent.  If  it  is  really  To,  it  may  per- 
haps be  owing  to  a  prodigious  fwarm  of 
innpid  tralby  writers:  amongft  whom 
there  are  fome  who  pietend  to  diflate  to 
the  public  as  critics,  though  they  hardly 
ever  fail  to  be  miftaken.  But  their  dog* 
matic  impudence,  and  fomething  like  a 
Ccientiflc  air.  of  talking  the  moft  palpable 
aan^ttft,  Jmpofe%  upon  vtJX  numbers 
0fp€Qj^€i  irilo  really  poHcfo  a  cosk&dei* 


able  fliare  of  natural  Tafte;  of  which 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  fo  little  coo- 
feious.  as  to  fuffer  themfelves  pafliveiy  to 
be  mifled  by  thofe  blundering  guides. 

A  Tafte  worth  cultivating  is  to  be  im- 
proved and  preferved  by  reading  sa$p 
the  beft  writers.  But  whoever,  after 
perufing  a  f^tire  of  Horace,  even  in  the 
duUeft  Englifti  tranflation,  can  reli^  the 
ftupid  abufe  of  a  blackguaixi.  rbymftcr, 
may  as  well  indulge  the  natural'dcpni* 
vity  of  his  Tafte,  and  Hot  for  Ufe  upoo 
diftillcr^s  grains. 

BMXr\):^tt%&%\xw'firv^^\\^At«  can- 
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iffcy  than  ir  it  in  mufic,  at  well 
thearriail  entertainments.  In 
irr,  imicedy  there  are  fome  ele- 
magnificent  works  arifingt  at 
>per  time,  to  reftore  the  nation 
nxlit  with  it's  neighbours  in 
e$  after  it*s  having  been  ex- 
uch  lepeated  difgraces  by  a  tri- 
of  aiikward  clumfy  piles,  that 
lOiaraed  to  (hew  their  ftupid 
the  neighbourhood  of  White- 
one  more,  that  ought  to  be 
d,  if  it  was  for  no  other  reafon 
rllore  the  view  of  an  elegant 
vhich  has  now  for  many  years 
ied  alive  behind  the  Maniion 
I 

ideed,  fome  comfort,  that  while 
Genius  happen  to  be  very  fal(e 
tent  in  mo(t  of  the  tine  arts, 
lot  fo  in  all.  The  arts  of  gar- 
particularly,  and  the  elegant 
.  farm,  have  of  late  years  dil- 
lemielves  in  a  few  fpots  to 
ivantage  in  England,  than  per- 
before  in  any  part  of  Europe, 
indeed,  very  far  from  bting 
}  and  fome  garden^,  admired 
rated  (lill,  are  16  fmoothly  regu- 
T-planted,  and  focroudcd  with 
impertinent,  ridiculous  orna- 
Eempirs,  ruins,  pyramid?,  ube- 
ues,  and  a  thouland  other  con- 
whims,  that  a  continuation  of 
ground,  in  it's  rude  natural 
nfiniiely  more  delightful.  You 
en  have  feen  fine  fituations 
th  coftly  pretences  to  improve^ 
"Yit  moil  Roble  and  romantic 
9f  any  gardens  I  have  (cen,  is 


near  Chepftow;  and  the  geiltiemsn  who 
poflfelTes  that  delightful  fpot,  hat  fliewii 
great  judgment  and  a  true  tafte,  in  med-» 
dling  fo  little  with  Nature,  where  flit 
wanted  fo  little  help. 

This  is  one  happy  inftance  of  an  ad** 
mirable  iituation>.  where  nature  it  #no- 
deftly  and  judiciouAy  improved^  noc 
hurt,  by  art.  An  oppofite  inftance  of 
what  art,  fkill,  and  taite,  may  prodiioe^ 
without  any  paiticular  advantages  of 
grouoid  or  (ituacion,  is  molt  agreeably 
difplayed  in  the  royal  gardens  at  Kew. 
There  you  find  an  extent  of  flat  ground^ 
fo  eafdy,  agreeably,  And  unaffeftedlj 
broken,  that  you  would  think  it  impcu 
fible  to  alter  it  but  to  the  worfe.  To 
pafs  without  any  notice  the  agreeable 
and  the  elegant  pieces  of  architeAure* 
which  without  crouding  adorn  thofe  de- 
lightful gardens,  perhaps  there  is  not  a 
phylic-garden  in  Europe  where  any  bo* 
taniit  can  be  more  agreeably  entertained^ 
as  to  the  variety  of  curious  plants.  But 
there  is  fomething  new,  as  far  as  I  know» 
and  particularly  ingenious  here,  in  the 
difpofition  and  management  of  them. 
Thofe  that  naturally  delight  in  the 
recks,  and  the  dry  hungry  foil,  are  here 
planned  upon  ridges  of  artificial  rock* 
wurk ;  where  they  (hew  all  the  luxuri* 
ance  of  vegetation  that  they  could 
amongft  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenees,  or  the 
Andes.  While  a  very  d«iFerent  tribe,  . 
the  Aquatics,  difplay  themfclves  in  m 
hrge  cittern,  where  they  are  confta'ntly 
fupplied  with  their  beft  and  moft  natural 
nourifhment,  the  rain- water,  conveyed  to 
them  from  the  evts  of  the  richeft  greea- 
houfc  I  have  ever  feen. 
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OF  TH£    DRAMATIC  UNITIES. 


(c  few  archite£l$  will  deny  that 
door»,  windows,  a  roof  and 
,  arc  ntcelfary  to  a  convenient 
1.  In  my  opinion,  a  Itnftad- 
othe  three  Uni'ies,  as  they  are 
I  upon  the  rirm  foundation  of 
le,  IS  not  U\i  ntctriTury  in  the 
of  both  Tiagedy  and  Comedy; 
herways,  efpecially  as  repre- 
on  the  It^ge,  aie  irregular,  llo- 
im.lering,  abl'urd,  and  impro- 
.id  that  even  our  are  not  fhock- 
daily  trcrf>air<:s  againft  them,  it 
cuAom  Mnd  ShMMpan.  But 


it  requires  fo  miurh  art  to  fill  op  five  a£b 
of  a  ptty  Vrith  the  bufinefs  of  one  fingle 
intereftin^  vvent ;  without  one  fcene  thit 
is  not  ncceiriry  to  forward  it ;  without 
the  leaft  change  of  place  $  and  without 
exceeding  the  time  of  reprefentation  |  or 
even  the  compafs  of  twelve  hours,  whicb 
is  permitted  by  the  cotmefy  of  the  cri- 
tics i  that  it  is  no  wonder  molt  of  our 
dramatic  writers  affeA  to  defpife  rules  h 
difficult  to  prajlife. 

The  three  gmt  FVmch  dramttie 
poets,  Comeille»  RtftVtA^  wAVUSfiien^ 
hate  in  ibi%  ax^V^\)«eii  xunidBLTMHc^^-- 
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•efsful  than  the  Engliiht  amongftwhoni» 
if  you  except  Ben  Johnfon  in  three  or 
four  of  hif  capital  pieces,  I  am  afraid 
we  (hall  find  very  few  who  have  built 
upon  a  regular  plan;  which  is  ezaftly  the 
lame  thing  to  a  play,  as  compofition  is 
to  a  hiftory  in  painting.  Shakefpeare, 
tbdeedy  without  one  perfect  plan,  has 
'perhaps  excelled  all  other  dramatic  poett 
9M  to  detached  fcenes.  But  he  was  a 
wonder!— His  deep  knowledge  of  hu- 
■lan  nature,  his  prodigious  variety  of 
lincy  and  invention,  and  of  chara^ers 
4lrawn  with  the  ftrongeft,  trueft,  and 
moft  exquifite  ftrqices,  oblige  you  to  for- 
get his  moil  violent  irregularities.  How- 
ever, to  compare  two  rtupendous  ge- 
aiufes  in  different  departments  j  Shake- 
ijpeare,  for  this  mere difregardof  plan,  ap. 
pears lefs  perfeft  than  Raphael  5  who  has 
lieightenedthe  trueft  and  moft  mafterly 
tspreifioni  in  his  various  characters,  by 


the  advantagrt  of  a  ccMupofitioi  tki 
moft  auguft  and  fufierh  iiraginsblei 
where  it  was  proper;  and  always  thi 
moft  elegant,  eify,  happv,  and  natural. 
The  Samfon  A<:oniftes  of  MitlM 
was,  it  frems,  rrcommerded  by  a  cris* 
hrated  prelate  to  Mr.  Pope,  as  apir- 
formance  that  ,he  niieht  eafily  ir.oaU 
into  a  perfe£^  model  of  Tragedy.— A 
moft  defperate  tafkl— For,  bcfides  that 
the  dialogue  in  Samfon  is  for  the  gmtdl 
part  dry,  met^phyHcAl,  pedantic,  and 
reads  like  a  ftarched,  laborious,  flsfifli 
tranflarion  from  Euripides;  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  with  all  due  deference  to 
Milron  and  &t  B—  of  Rochefter,  that 
the  Snmlon  Agoniftes  is  no  more  to  s 
Tragedy,  than  a  long  Farce  of  one  a  A 
would  be  to  a  Comedy.  For  ihe  ftags, 
if  I  remember  right,  is  never  once  dear- 
ed  of  the  perfons  introduced  fFom  tht 
fxrd  fcene  to  the  laft. 
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OF   TRAGEDY  AND    COMEDY. 


NOtwithftanding  the  opinion  offome 
old  critic,  that  a  perfe£^  Tragedy  is 
the  nobleft  produ6lion  of  which  the  hu- 
man wit  is  capable;  it  has  long  beenafub  • 
je£t  of  learned  difputc,  whether  a  perfe£l 
Comedy  was  not  the  more  difficult  un- 
der'takingof  the  two.  The  great  majority 
ofjudges,  who  are  not  aiwaysin  the  right, 
hav;e,  I  believe,  Aill  given  the  preference 
to  Comedy  in  this  refpe^l.  They  tell 
3rou,  that  as  Comedy  is  a  reprefentation 
of  common  life,  and  incidents  that  are 
expofcd  to  daily  obfervation,  it  iiiuft  be 
a  work  of  n^ore  difficult  execution;  fince 
moft  people  truly  are  qualified  to  judge 
of  what  is  natural  in  common  life.  But 
are  we  not  equally  judges  of  natural  ex  • 
preftions  in  cafes  of  the  moft  tragical 
diftrefs?  even  in  the  moft  exai|ed  per- 
fonages?  What  ftiould  hind,a^—- Do  the 
palfions  operate  differently  in  fimilar  fi- 
tuations,  according  to  the  different  ranks 
of  mankind?  A  king  or  an  enrvperor 
may,  upon  occafion,  be  as  much  en- 
raged as  a  chafed  dray-man;  only  he'll 
cxprefs  his  anger  with  more  dignity,  and 
in  more  decent  language. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  equally  the  buftnefs 

of  Tragedy  and  Comedy  to  reprefent 

Jife  and  charaAers  naturally.    And  we 

kMVc  u  good  i  I  ight  to  c^]^£^  true  v\c- 


tures  of  nature  from  the  one  tt  from  tkc 

other. 

Mean  time,  I  imagine  the  workiof 
up  of  a  good  Tragedy  to  be  by  many 
degrees  the  more  difficult  and  arduooi 
talk  of  the  two.  Except  you  think  die 
fuhlime  produ£Vions  of  Raphael  required 
lefs  genius  than  thofe  of  Hcgarth;  whoa 
I  would  never  be  undetftood  to  mentioa 
but  in  terms  of  great  efteem  and  adnii* 
ration.  How  many  tolerable  comcdid 
h-ivewefecnfcrf-netragevly,  in  which  dtt 
p.dliciis  arc  naturally  reprcfented,  and 
expitdtd  with  proprltty  and  fpiritf 
M.iUthing,  big  w<yi1s,  turgid  unnatural 
language,  and  affciled  lentinients,  art 
nothing  to  the  purpofe;  inftead  of  mov- 
ing the  pailions,  they  only  create  coo* 
tempt  and  difguft  in  people  of  proper 
feelings.  I  would  a(k,  How  many  very 
good  comic  romances  hnve  appeared  in 
the  European  languages  for  one  to- 
lerable e(fic  poem?  Let  me  aik  agaiiw 
Huw  many  exctllent  comedians  of  both 
fexcs  have  appeared  upon  the  Englifr 
ftage,  vk-ithin  the  memory  of  many  oo« 
livii^g,  for  one  that  has  excelled  in  Tn« 
gedv? 

As  to.  what  Moliere  fays  bpoB  iht 
rv>\>W^,  I  vKluk  it  is  in  his  Critiqtu^ 
V  EcoU  del  ¥immcs«  \v  vbcms^^^x  >a  ta 


SKETCHES,  BY  LAUNCELOT  TEMPLE. 


37 


this)  that  it  it  much  eaiier  to 
i4  Tragedy  than  t  good  C'o- 
ich  I  iui^jxife  will  be  readily 

II,  I  believe  it  muft  be  allowed, 
ip  raiit.ng,  declamatory  Tra' 
which  nature  i^  perpetually 
i  trunciieon'sendi  with  theai* 


fiftance  efpecially  of  magnificent  drtflet^ 
changes  of  amufing  fcenes,  altars,  facri* 
fices,  procefllions,  publick  audiences  ot 
ambanadors,  and  fuch  other  mechanic^ 
ornaments  as  are  eafily  introduced}  tt 
much  more  likely  to  impofe  upon  the 
eyes  and  ears  of  the  multitude,  than  l 
cold  iniipid  Comedy. 


SKETCH    XXXVIL 


OF   THK   CARELESS    HUSBAND. 


e  Carelefs  Hufbind,  though  it 
not  appeared  upon  the  uage 
lice  tiielc  thirty  year^,  Itllpoi'- 
firft  rank  smongft  our  modern 
in  the  opinton  of  m.my  thou- 
I  have  never  tiihefie^d  it  or  feen 
ited;  1  had  Tome  tune  fincethe 
to  g»vc  it  a  iV.cond  j^cjuril;  be- 
RH  I  re  id  it  many  years  ago,  I 
conceive  how  it  came  to  be  To 
Iv  admired.  And  mow,  it  does 
y  meaiii  ftrike  me  as  the  bell 
he  few  modern  English  come^ 
which  I  have  any  acquaint- 
ir  Chailes,  the  hero,  the  fine 
T  of  the  play,  behaves  rather 
and  even  with  a  nredlefs,  ab- 
:lty,  to  poor  Edging,  impcrti- 
le  is.  What  is  ftill  worfej  in 
r  fcene  between  him  and  Lady 
ere  all  art  and  infmcerity  ought 
eroiifly  thrown  afide,  he  i?  dif- 
s  enough  to  make  a  merit  of 
/ith  a  miftrefs  he  was  tired  of, 
I  whom  he  had  jull  difengaged 
That  return  of  afFeflion  to  a 
o  was  once  become  indifferent 
>ems  hardly  natural,  to  a  man 
f  Sir  Charles's  chara6ler;  and 
has  no  great  reafon  to  depend 
on  it.  As  to  L.  Betty  Modifhj 
ppant  coquette  does  not  promife 
be  a  happy  match  for  fuch  an 
ncere  iaamorato  as  Lf  Love- 
jt  I  hope  he  will  never  truft  bef 


too  long  out  of  his  fight)  no^  even  with 
his  friend  and  otRcious  match -maker^ 
Sir  Charles.  In  fhort,  Sir.Charlca  it 
no  more  than  a  mere  man  of  pleafure, 
of  great  indlflfcrence  and  ffM  diahmt$% 
much  fuch  another  as  CoUey  was  biiil« 
ielf:  for  I  had  the  honoor  to  be  a 
little  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cibberj  whot 
befides  his  abilities  as  a  writer,  and  the 
fingular  yariety  of  hit  powers  as  ati 
a6lor,  was  to  the  lafl  one  of  the  moft 
agreeable,  chearfu^  and  beft-humoured 
men,  you  would  ever  v.i(h  to  converfe 
with.  But  to  return  to  Sir  Chariest  tlik 
t^nderneft  he  exprefles  in  the  foremeot 
tioned  fcene,  (hews  a  change  of  charac* 
ter  too  fudden  and  too  violent  to  be  nt% 
tural ;  and  is  contrived  only  to  ferve  4 
purpofe  in  the  play. 

The  fttdden  change  of  charaQer  ni 
Ladv  Townly,  in  the  Provoked  Uuf. 
band,  is  not  kfs  unnatural  than  that  of 
Sir  Charles  Ealv.  I  have  good  autho« 
rity  for  it,  that  Sir  JoKn  Vanbrugh,  whto 
left  the  piay  unfinilhed,  never  intemle(| 
any  fuch  reformation.  And  of  %\\  tlM( 
dramatic  poets  who  have  appeared  Hi 
this  century,  Vanbrugh  feenit  to  li«ve 
had  the  truefl  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture: if  you  except  any,  it  can  be  nomt 
but  Fielding;  whofe  admirable  fau-ody 
upon  tlie  modern  Englifh  Tragedies; 
mi^ht  tlone  be  fuflUcient  to  procure  htni 
«  high  rank  amongft  the  Comic  Poet^ 
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OF   GLOOMY  WHmilC. 

read  fo  little  fc^  many  years  yer,  taylor,  barbtr,  every  porter,  chair- 
any  fubjeft  that  did  not  irome-.  man,    coachman,    dFayniav^^  t.<vttBMKy 
on  cern  the  /wiitical  /late  of  the  flioe-cWaner,  md  ^innt>|*Wi«^KtO^ 
f  which  cvaryjouracjimMn  fvca-  Load»D»  «a|jE^ V»  tRdM^nSi^  ^^*^"|ik 
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for  the  good  and  fafety  of  the  whole; 
that  I  am  grown  quite  oat  of  acquiiint- 
•nce  with  The  delighra  of  thofc  writert 
6iey  cull  the  Chfjlics.  Bat,  to  tvcoUcft 
foine  juvenile  imprc(Tion«,  I  ufed  to 
think  that  in  chc  works  of  the  bsft  poets, 
there  ts  genrraily  an  air  of  chearfulncfs 
and  gaiety,  wherever  their  fubjefl  in  any 
degree  admits  of  it.  The  inferior  ge- 
niufet  are  either  infipidly  Yerene,  or, 
when  they  affed  the  ferious  and  fublime, 
k  it  heavy,  gloomy,  and  melancholy. 


Virgil  is  like  iltt  Ibfi,  Hrigkt  flf 
ful.  Lucan  it  a  rubferraaeoQi 
fire;  and  when  he  wants  to  br 
open  air,  would  be  the  $tygia 
a  ftorm,  if  he  cooli.  There 
gloomy  folemnity  in  moll  of  ih 
of  that  age,  with  whom  I  have 
any  acquaintancey  that  yoa  wo 
the  fun  had  always  waded  thrui 
of  blood  in  the  dayt  of  thofe 
emperori* 


SKETCH    XXXIX. 

OF  A  I«IK,B  IN  LUCRETIUS, 


IT  ^nnot  be  left  than  thirty  yean 
fince  I  have  looked  into  Lucretiut; 
and  of  the  few  lines  in  his  elaborate  poem 
that  ftick  to  my  memory,  there  it  one— 

that  if  it  wat  not  for  other  lines  and  one 
particular  anecdote,  wonld  almoft  tempt 
one  to  imagine  he  had  never  been  in  love. 
What  confolation,  I  befcech  you,  can  it 
^ve  a  lover  dying  of  hil  wovnds,  to 


tell  him—'  There  are  othen  a 

*  (he;  and^you  lived  happilv  eiu 

*  fore  you  ever  faw  her.*  Very  t 
this  it  mere  fophiftry,  and  nothi 
to  the  purpofe.  '  For,*  fays  tb 
cated  lover,  *  I  cannot  live  witl 
'  particular  fweet  creature t  of 

*  fex,  flie  is  the  only  one  that  c 

*  me  compleatly  hitppy/  He 
after  poflemng  tbit  bewitching  i 
may  wifli  to  get  rid  of  her,  is  a 
not  mucbto  &e  purpoieat  preli 


SKETCH    XL, 

or  THE   COOSE-PBOBhlX. 


THIS  is,  pwhiptfOne  of  the  highed 
curiofities  that  has  ever  appeared 
even  at  court,  cither  in  bag-wig  or  tye. 
But  as  he  is  rather  out  of  his  place  here, 
and  dei'erves  ^  particular  defcription,  I 


intend  to  exhibit  him  in  try 
Hiftory,  which  I  am  preparing 
prefs,    under  the    acticle  of 


SjCETCH    XLI, 

OP   RINGING. 


TALKING  of  birds— Pray,  how 
tryc   rcliih   the  Italian  Singerff — 
Why  really  not  fo  much  as  mzny  prefgnd 
to  do:  a  great  many,  'a  prodigiotis  mul- 
titude of  all  ranks,  who  refign  their  own 
fenf:;«tions  to  other  people, and  dare  nei- 
xiitrbear  nor  fen  for  thcinfclvcs}  whodarc 
nor  even  uft  oi  drini  for  themfclves.  For 
my  p3rt^  i  am  fmcere  enough  to  own» 
that  the  Singers  at  the  opera  Ccldom  g;We 
Wr  much  pitnfurej  !tndlcaa  of  a\\ vVii\c 


they  are  warbling  out  a  note  to  thi 
of  a  league.  Befides  that  f  am 
for  their  throats,  I  feel  a  conten 
di.'guti,  and  a  Arange  d.fagreeal 
fatten  of  Ihame  both  for  them  i 
audience*  who  never  fail  toacknc 
thofe  flouriflict  with  the  loud 
plaufe.  But  in  almoft  all  Sin| 
caTVTvot  help  lamenting  what  I  t 

XUtlt,  W«\\  ^>WV%^  ^«k  %TVI\^^ 
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y  linM,  that  when  you  come  to 
em,  you  are  rurprixcd  to  find  bow 
d  innpid  they  are,  and  often  how 
fical.  What  I  complain  of  is, 
w  Sin^rs  pronounce  the  words 
tiycnongh  to  beunderftood.  They 
aknoft  as  well  (ing  Fal  al  de  ral 
V  and  ever. 

7e  rea(bn  to  fufptA,  that  the  moft 
te  powers  in  this  way,  for  want 
trance  in  thofc  who  poiTcfs  them» 


are  ibmetimet  lo(^,  and  remain  qtiite 
unknown,  except  to  a  few.  of  their  moft 
familiar  friends.  Tliis  diffidence  is  onlf 
to  be  regretted.  But  I  can  find  no  ex« 
cufe  for  thofe  volunteers  in  mufic,  who 
have  got  that  lilly,  impdtinent,  dtfguft* 
ingy  pixivoking  habit,  of  hilmming  ai 
tune  to  themfelves  in  company,  my  &ar 
honey ;  and  at  p»<^uet|  cribhage,  or  qua- 
drille,  even  at  icbtft  itfelf,  iing  oVer  thdr 
cards. 
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OP   A    VULGAR    ERROR. 


re  always  confidered  it  as  a  fetf- 
dent  abfurdity,  to  imagine  that 
}tiifh  tunes  were  compoled  by  an 

fidler.  But  I  own  that  my  opi- 
pon  this  fubjefl  has  begun  to  tot- 
er  fince  it  was  dilcov^red  that  the 
ithor  of  Ofiian^s  Poems  was  one 

Sukkuhhit,  Kfq.  an  idle  drunk- 
low,  who  feme  ten  or  twelve 
sd  years  ago,  lived  by  making 
tending  of  Jcws-^harps  at  the 
:h  cf  Gomorrah,  in  the  coun- 
^leiline.  Good  God,  how  pro- 
:  this  is  l-v-Blefs  your  ears  !  the 
t  part  of  the  Scotcn,  Wel(h,  and 
jnes,  were  compofed  long  before 
alians,  or  even  the  Flemifh, 
iny  thing  of  mufic.  Excepting 
,  Pcreolefi,  and  perhaps  one  or 
)re  dilTinguifhahlc  maftei-s  of  that 
ng  art,  the  Italian  compolers 
Idom  afplred  at  any  thing  beyond 
nechanical  harmony;  in  which 
te  who  has  a  tolerable  ear  may 
'.  But  to  exprefs  the  {>afIions  is 
ent  affair :  it  is  one  of  the  great- 


eft  powers  that  belongs  to  true  gonitis  ; 
whicli  happens  to  be  a  vfcry  uHcommoa 
gift  of  nature. 

Handel  was  in  general  d  noify  over* 
bearing  bully  in  mufic ;  fometinies  in- 
deed, but  not  often.  pathetick-«-yet 
(iill  charming,  as  far  as  mere  harmony 
goes.  But  it  was  not  in  him^  ftill  leis 
in  David  Rizzio,  a  mere  old  fidler^ 
who  only  executed  what  otlier  people 
had  compofed,  to  have  even  imitated* 
with  any  fuccefs,  the  Scottiih  ttineei 
whether  melancholy  or  gay  ;  whether 
amorous,  martial,  or  palloVal ;  in  a 
ftyle  highly  ori;.inal,  and  moft  feelingly 
exprelTivc  cf  all  the  paftions,  from  the 
fwecteft  to  the  moft  terrible.  Who  was 
it  that  threw  out  thofe  dreadful  wild 
expreflions  of  dtftra6^ion  and  melan- 
choly in  Ladj  Cnlrcfs's  Dream  f  an  old 
compofition,  now,  I  am  afraid,  loft, 
perhaps  becaufe  it  was  almoft  too  tirn^ 
blie  far  the  ear,  I'll  vcntule  to  fwear 
that  David  Riz2io  was  as  innocent  at 
any  lamb  of  all  fuch  frantic  horrors < 
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OF  SOME  OTHER  VULGAR  ERRORS^ 


4  E  people  feem  to  wonder  that 
^fUdUj  and  Malice  ihould  meet, 
from  being  oppofite  qualities, 
re,  for  the  moft  P^>'t»  huA)and 
ife.  And  why  fhould  you  at- 
to  fr-parate  whom  the  devil  hat 

f  rfftoU  d^aul,-^!*  this  a  juft 
h  ?  Pray,  what  animal  is  fo 
fomt  or  daogcroiu  u  ft  fooly 


whether    he  is   your    enemy  or  tour 
fj-iend  ? 

Why  are  Magnoflimtj and  Mukntftf 
Wit  emd  I9^ifd$m,  fuppoled  fuch  extra* 
^ordinary  combination)!  ?*-GooJ  ienfe  it 
furely  the  folid  foundafion  of  true  wit  x 
and  the  trueft  mm^.-  animity  is  ibove 
all  the  little  turbulence  of  pafTi&n ; 
which  it  ifHoetimet  afitAed  to  difguife 
ftar# 
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A  had  heart  is  hy  (brae  people  fup- 
■ofed  almoft  infeparable  from  an  able 
head.  It  it  quite  the  contrary  t  for 
where  the  heart  it  falfe,  the  head  it 
never  found.  A  fool  may  be  honeft  { 
but  the  n)oft  plaufible  knave  never  yet 
poflfelTed  a  found  underlbnding.  In  a 
word,  the  left  moral  a  man  ity  the  neaxer 
he  approaches  to  an  afs. 
-.  MerlT  vivacity  is  every  da)tmiftaken 
for  wit  :  and  mod  people,  when  you 
talk  of  a  Wit,  fuppofe  it  a  vain,  pert, 
brilk,  impudent,  ill-natured  creature, 
that  fays  fuch  things  as  would  be  par- 
donable only  to  an  impertinent  child. 
True  wit  is  feldom  or  never  petulant: 
it  wouM  rather  fupprefs  even  a  good 
joke,  than- give  the  Icaft  uneafinels  to 
^jr  perfon  that  is  not  a  fair  objeA  of 
fatire. 


A  feriooa  difpofition  md  a  rdti  if 
pleafure,  are  rcckoncii  opfiofite .  to  etc 
another  by  the  j^enerality  of  fooki  i4b 
have  not  reflexion  «n€>uflrh  to  ohfcm 
that  the  cxtaGea  of  plcauire  are  of  sQ 
things  the  moft  (crknii.  This  all  fei- 
fible  women  know.  The  IboU  of  tW 
fex,  who  are  fometimet  aa  voluptnoas 
as  their  betters,  (ecm  often  to  be  oot  of 
this  iccret.  But  pray  who  is  fo  grarck 
or  fliews  fuch  a  ibiemn  front,asthe  haf- 
band  of  the  herd  ?  The  wether  is  aa 
inlipid  whiffling  fellow  to  the  ran; 
whofe  dignified  gravity  abates,  and  be- 
comes lets  diftinguifliable,  as  fooo  as 
the  genial  feafon  is  over.  And  I  have 
been  told  by  fome  ladies  of  very  good 
fenfe  and  confiderahle  experience,  ibt 
the  grave  rake  it  the  man. 


SKETCH    XLIV. 


OP   CIVILITY. 


A  Few  days  ago,  upon  accidentally 
opening  an  old  book,  I  found  the 
following  rtfltr^iont  *  Incivility  is  not 
'  a  vice  of  the  foul,  but  the  effeA  of 

*  many  vices ;  of  ridiculous  vanity,  of 
■^  ignorance,  idlenet's,  Cupidity,  giddi- 
<  nefs,  contempt  of  others,  of  ill  nature, 

♦  and  jealoufy.* 

This  1  take  to  be  a  very  juft  and  true 
account  of  the  various  ingredients  which 
oompofe  Incivility.     As  to  Civility,  if 


I  am  iMt  miftaken,  it  is  an  naherftl 
duty  )  all  mankind  have  m  natural  chin 
to  it  from  one  another,  and  witbout  it 
there  can  bo  no  intercourse  ia  ibciety, 
but  what  is  difagreeable,  fliockioff, 
brutifti,  and  dangerous.  Every  good- 
natured,  generous-ljpiritcd  perfon,  will 
pi-aAife  it  for  pleaiure{  every  iimfihie 
man,  whether  good-natured  or  not,  ibr 
his  own  convenience  and  quiet. 


SKETCH    XLV. 

SENTENCES,   MAXIMS,    AND    RBVERIES. 


THERE  are  many  degrees  of  r»Jul- 
ncfs  on  this  fide  of  Bedlam.  Thofe 
too  that  ftop  fhort  of  it,  are  by  far  the 
moft  dangerous  kinds  of  infanity ;  and 
it  would  be  much  happier  for  the  pub- 
WCf  as  weU  as  for  many  individuals, 
if  Ibme  people  were  a  little  madder  than 
they  appear  to  be. 

Moit  oddities,  I  apprehend.  Lave  a 
twang  of  madneCs  in  them  i  though 
they  are  often  the>  excefs  of  fome  good 
quality. 

In  education,  it  if  perhaps  proper 
and  neeeflary  for  yomig  people  to  be 
puOitd  on  to  many  hard  and  dilagKac- 


able  things}  ei)>ecially  as  they  are  fo  of- 
ten unavoidable  in  life.  Had  it  de- 
pended upon  onc*s  own  choice,  who 
would  have  dared  to  have  been  born' 
Good  God  1  to  bo  received  into  the 
world  hy  a  frigl'.tful  old  wonmn  of  either 
fex  !  ^  Hercules  himlcif  would  hafe 
avoided  it  if  he  could. 

What  does  a  conlcience  void  of  all 
grioi  fffiwcts  (iflrnify  to  one  who  tor^ 
ments  himfelf  tor  every  little  miftie- 
haviour,  every  inattention,  of  which, 
abfence,  hurry,  or  a  hypochondriacal 
fit  of  dilKdcnco,  may  hare  made  hiat 
guilty?  Forooctnfliiigiieglcfttnpoiiic 

of 
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mannerti  may  g\vt  more  pam 

0  a  man  of  much  renfihiliryy 
:he  hornbie  crimes  of  a  mott 
life  ever  gave  lo  luch  a  profli- 
:h  as  Cxiar  Borgia;  whom  I 
»e  the  gieateft  of  all  modern 

For  the  prefent  are  Hill  out 
leltion. 

:  was  but  half  a  villain— He 
J  only  with  horror.  The  com- 
in  aff.'As  you  at  (he  fame  time 
jr  and  contempt. 
(  whether  it  is  a  reflexion  of 
Psor  ibme  other  political  wri- 
the ilite  or  empire  muft  go  to 
^reat  hurry,  whole  affairs  are 

1  by  fuch  people  as  in  low  life 
belonged  to  a  gang  of  thieves, 
perhaps  Tome  figure  amongft 
:ii. 

Iiavaf^ers  that  hiftorians  give 
ninent  perfons  are  not  always 
Caligula,  for  inftance,  has 
efenced  by  mod  of  them  as  a 
)f  cruelty.  For  my  part,  I 
Ip  confidering  him  ^  the  heft 
's  \  and  have  always  admired 
nity  of  his  wifh,  that  the  mob 
had  but  one  neck,  and  himfelf 
irp  ax  to  let  drop  upon  it.  A 
hofe  talte  in  the  *virtu  led  him 
exercifea, would  naturally  have 
lat  every  Roman  had  at  leaft 
Is,  that  he  might  never  be  dif- 
•  want  oigame.  Yet,  after  all, 
.  that  this  good-natured  fenti- 
aligula  might,  by  fome  fevere 
be  impured  rather  to  indolence 
!al  huminity  :  i>T  foinctimes, 
ic,  Defipimtur  fpecie  re&i-^ 
mpofed  upom  bjf  faife  appear  - 
irSue,         P 

! — Caliban  turned  critic  I'— 
Cali'^aii?  for  they  Ve  a  nume- 
lyybleff  their  fweet  bodirsi  and 
ihcm  critics.'—*  Lord !  I  mean 
jbberly  fea-calf  that  was  found 
ith  open  mouth  upon  the  beach 
laftipring  tide/ — *  Ohe!'— 
ritic  to  be  fure  j  and,  flupid  as 
hink  him,  he  may  beof  excellent 
'eadrr  who  has  his  cue:  for  he 
rad  backwards;  as  the  very  le- 
1.18  opinions  will  geneially,  I 
'  always,  be  juft  and  true.* 
our  prefent  critics  naturally 
jt  me  in  mind  of  an  arch  thing 
tain  witty'gentleman  faid  upon 
Kcafiont  Optat  Efkippia  bos 
^i^e^ny  0?f  iJugM  paMj  hi 


oi  fine  as  a  borfe,    Juft  as   if  an  auk-* 
ward>  clumfey,  dancing  bear,  fhould  be 
fmit  with  the  ambition  of  ihming  at  tht 
Ridotto. 

As  there  are  not  perhaps,  even  in  thia 
fenfible  age,  above  three  or  four  infal- 
lible men  in  all  England ;  and  one  of 
them  is  fometimes  inacceflihle  from 
cruel  fits  of  the  aflhma,  and  fome  nafVy 
fcorburick  complaints:  I  fhould  think' 
it.b.il,  in  all  dcuhtful  critical  dccifive' 
fituations,  to  confult  the  greateft  fool 
of  your  acquaintance.  And  if  he  ad-' 
vifes  a  voyage  to  the  Eall  Indies,  be 
fure  to  throw  yourfelf  intu  the  firft  fhip' 
that  is  to  fail  for  Jamaica.  I  am  told 
that  fome  of  the  antients  ufed  to  pay  ^ 
religious  veneration  to  a  certain  kind  of' 
people  s  and  they  muft  have  had  fome 
realbn  for  it. 

It  would  be  a  capital  joke  to  obferve' 
how  clever  and  fenfible  a  fool  thinks* 
himfelf;  if  it  was  not  fo  Very  common 
a  fight  as  it  happ<*ns  to  be. 

When  there  is  the  leaft  time  for  de- ' 
liberation,  onefhould  never  do  any  thing 
in  a  hurry.  A  friend  of  mine,  who 
does>not  want  for  a  reafonable  fhare  of 
pride,  told  me  fome  days  ago,  that  he' 
fhould  never  forgive  himfelf  for  having 
once,  in  a  fit  of  abfence  and  fluttering 
fpiritSi  too  readily  executed  what  was' 
propofed,  by  a  very  impertinent  meffage* 
which  came  to  him  from  a  pair  of  people, 
whom  he  hardly  knew  further  than  by 
name.  Thoi»gh  at  the  fame  time  it  hap- 
pened to  be  the  very  thing  he  had  in-' 
tended  to  do;  for  the  fake  of  avoiding 
fuch  unreafbnable  and  illiberal  reflec- 
tions as  in  fome  fituations  are  natural* 
ly  to  be  apprehended  from  malice  or  ig- 
norance. 

*  What  d'ye  mean  by  faying  always 

*  fame  day ^ /aid  day  f  Can't  yoo  fay  the 

*  fame  dayy   you  barbarian  ?    I  have 

*  often  heard  you  fay  laj^  where  you 

*  ought  to  fay  lye,     Blefs  your  body  t 

<  Why  do  you  put  abways^  inftead  ot 
«  always  put f  the  adverb  after  the  verb? 

<  It  has   a  vile  effe^  :   but  you  may 

*  fufBciently  flatten  your  language  with- 

*  out  it;  for  it  is  languid  afid  drawling 

*  enough  at  the  beft.    You  have  got  a 

<  defpicable  habit,  too,  of  faying  neither 

<  this  or  that.     If  you  underftood  even 

*  the  mechanical  rules  of  grammar,  you 

*  wivld  fay  JMJ/i^  this,*  MT  that,  Mr 

<  an^  thing.     I  fuppofe  you*ll  fet  aboiit 

*  ci  vMfi%  ivtMi  worAt  Vi^  ^xAVy) .   ^>3X 

'   dCptIldu^Ti\tNQnCVL«tM«KXBA^^)R^ 
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•  that  will  find  itfelf  a4mijibie  to  the 
«  Englifti  language.  U^\\\rtjpuitvtry 

•  word  thai  is  ilfiicd  from  your  mint  — 

•  For  my  part,  .is  it  ktrnt  hitherto  un- 

•  detennin^    whether  one  fhould   i'ay 

•  ttifUfr  or  ev€r,  a<  in  thcfollowinjf  in- 

•  fta  nc  e— (/"a  patriot  luas  rverfo  aS'tve 

•  in  at!empt'tng  tke  ruin  of  his  ccuntry^ 

•  till  this  lulnic  point  is  dcciritdf  I  null 

•  fomtiimes  fay  i^ver^  fometimca  ne^^ir,  • 
«  jull  as  it  hap|)cni  to  fuit  my  ear.' 

*  Pray,  why  don't  you  roll  about  in 

•  your  carriage  again,  as  you  did  when 
«  you  wei-e  many  year*  younger,  and 

<  could  not  fo  eafily  .afford  it  as  now?* 
•r-*  Why,  Sir,  1  am,  thank  Heaven, 

•  very  ahle  to  walk :  and  without  a  great 

•  deal  of  exercife,  I  can  neither  eat  nor 

•  Acep.     Befides,  Sir,  I  always  hated 

•  that  jolting  over  the  (^oncs;  and  every 

•  good  day,  when  I  envied  all  fo..t  paf- 
'  (Angers,  I  ufcd  to  grudge  myfeU'  the 

•  exigence  that  either  my  own  or  other 
'  peoples  vanity  co(t  me  in  that  article, 

<  Now,  wherever  it  rains,  or  the  Arrets 

•  are  dirty,  I  can  command  a  coach  or 

•  a  cliair  for  a  mere  trifle/ — •  But  at  this 

•  rate  who  will  employ  you?' — *  ^lone 

•  I  hope  but  a  few  friends,  to  whom  I 

•  molt  devoutly  wifh  perpetual  health ; 
,  •  and  at  foon  as  this  life  is  grown  in- 

'  fipid  to  them,  an  eafy  and  quick  paf- 
'  fagc  to  a  better;  that  my  tranquillity 

•  m«v  never  be  interrupted  by  their  dif* 
'  trcfs.    Nay,  you  ai«  welcome  to  liugh 

•  at  me  as  long  as  you  pl»,  fa;  but  my 
<  prefent  fchcine  is  to  pafs  the  time  as 
«  S^jrceab'y  as  I  can,  and  to  have  no 
'  more  to  do  with  bufmefs  than  is  con- 
«  fiftent   with   that    fchcme/— *  Well, 

•  thou'rt  a  ftrange  fellow;  a  moft  un- 

•  happy  mixture  of  ambition,  indolence, 
«  love  of  plcafure,  and  a  kind  of  deli- 

•  eacy  veiy  ill  calculited  to  fucceed  in 

•  the  fcramble  of  life.'—'  No,  I  beg 

•  your  pardon,   I  am  pietty  well  cuied 

•  of  my  ambition.     For  when  I  fee  what 

•  Ibrt  of  gcniul'es  very  commonly  make 
«  no  fmall  noi'.e andbulHc— But  I  would 

•  not  be  thou^^bt  to  envy  where  I  have 

•  always   defpifed^— ..Vb^i  tquiJan  hivi. 

•  JeOt  miror  »uigis.    Though,  after  all, 

•  there  is  but  little  room  here  for  won- 

•  dcr,  confidering  wh:it  kind  of  people 

•  conditute  the  great  majority  of  all 
tanks  in  a  certain  overgrown  town: 
and  how  cyeq  many  of  them,  that  in 
otbef  common  affairs  are  not  fools,  to 

uvoid  the  rfoijblc  of  judging  for  ihem- 
f  IclweSf  oAco  follaw  the  reft  in  uax- 


s 


f  tert  of  the  utmoft  confequenceu  ikir 

*  own  {irecious  lives.* 
Impudence,  the  thriving  Ton  of  Snip- 

dity,  will  nuike  very  fmaJl  talents  tfis 
great  thinn. 

That  glaring  dim-eyed  pug  is  in  fudi 
vogue,  that  though  I  know  hiin  to  be, 
in  point  of  undei  ftanding,  amongft  the 
moft  vulgar  of  the  human  race;  I«m 
almoft  tempted  to  impofe  lb  ftrargrly 
upon  my  own  judgment,  as  to  ina^ioe 
there  is  fomething  in  him. 

*  Pray,  who  is  that  facetious  gcotle- 

*  man  ?  He  can*t  fo  much  as  afli  hu« 
<  you  do  without  laughing.  He  rouft 
«  lead  a  merry  life.  D*ye  knowhim?'* 

*  U(>on  my  word,  net  I.  But  I  have 
'  obferved  that  the  dulled  people  gene- 
'  rally  laugh  the  moft :  from  a  cocici* 
'  oufnefs,  perhaps,  of  their  own  ir  fipi- 
'  dity,  which  they  endeavour  to  dilguifi: 

*  by  the  exercife  of  laughing.* 

•  Fwr  Heaven*s  fake,  my  dear  firicrd, 

*  don\  make  a  trade  of  laughing.    If 

*  your  aim  is  to  be  witty  cveiy  hour  of 

*  the  day,  you'll  turn  out  a  teaziog.  diP> 
'  agreeable  companion.  When  the  wca« 

*  ther  or  the  company  is  againft  you, 

*  keep  yourfelf  quiet;  and  never  be 
'  aduimeil  to  be  dull  amongft  block- 

*  heads,  let  them  be  never  lb  noify.  In 

*  converfation,-wit  fliould  be  accideiital; 
'  otherways  you  muft  naturally  drfpifie 

*  it's  vanity  and  afte£^ation.  Meannmr, 
<  after  mangling  a  joke  that  has  thrown 

*  ten  or  a  dozen  fenfible  people  into  a 

*  hearty   fit  of  laughing,  dor>*t  be  ii 

*  cruel  as  to  doubt  whether  it  really  wa% 

*  a  joke  or  not ;  and  to  conchuie,  be- 

*  caufe  you  cannot  recoIle£\  all  the  cir- 
'  cumftances,  that. the  mirth  it  produced 
'  mu(t  have  been  owing  to  the  manner 

*  of  faying  it.  Brf»«le*,  that  fometiims 
'  a  very  good  joke  c:.n  h'irdly  be  rr- 
'  peated  without  lofmg  it's  fpirit ;  the 

*  bett  jokes,  though  they  arc  fdt  imine. 
f  diately  by  people  of  proper  fcnfaiior.s, 

*  ate  rot  always  ea(dy  explained  as  to 

<  the  rftoJe  oftitillatioH^  with  which  they 

*  affect  the  rijiblef acuity 'y  except  pet  baps 

<  by  foiue  phlegmatic  metapbyfical  con- 

*  noiffciir  in  wit,  who  never  once  feh  \ 

*  good  joke  in  his  life. — Piay,  what  is 
'  it  that  pleafes  you  in  the  finell  of  s 

<  jonquil,  a  rofe,  or  a  gilly-Hown?   It 

*  you'll  rcfolved  not  to  enjoy  their  fia- 

*  grance  till  that  is  explained,  you  nay 

*  as  well  fliut  up  your  nole  for  ever.' 
I  Vka.ve  C«eti  a  moft  unnatunl  rxtia« 
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>Uure;  while  flafliet  of  true 
palfed  without  the leaft  notice. 
u>  eafy  to  tickle  fools  with 
ly,  petiihnce,  atid  any  kind 
nt  ribaldry,  that  thefe  are  the 
rclciii  CCS  of  every  crazy  im- 
:A]o'Jv  who  would  pafft  for  a 

lever  meet  with  any  imperti- 
I  the  company  of  well-bred 
•while  you  arc  decent  and  in- 

yourfelf,  you  have  no  dif- 
e'behaviour  in  any  Ihapc  to 
id  from  them.    And  the  more 

tnan  has,  yu  will,  almoft 
exception,  find  him  the  lefs 
e  petulant. 

:  is  nothing  To  provoking  as 
srtinent  compliments  of  a  fool 
hes  vou  well  j  who  Hiocks  you 
M  thuiks  he  is  doing  you  a 

>pened,  as  I  have  been  inform - 
feveral  years  ago  a  gentleman, 
lame  1  cannot  at  prefenrrccol- 
>fcrvcd  to  Mr.  T.  that  Mr. 
3gh  he  paffed  for  a  man  of  ge- 
fas  rather  a  hum-drum  compa- 
iid  ieiiloin  Ini  I  :my  thing  very 
able.  To  which  Mr.  M.  told 
t  Mr.  T.  replied — *  Aye,  but 
ver  tails  to  improve  what  jfom 

This  fecmed  to  be  perform- 
t  part  of  rather  a  cold  back 

For  I  have  known  Mr.  T. 
vhole  evenings  together  upon 
in  a  manner  whifpereJ  to  him 
forefai^l  Mr.  B — j  while  he 
ed  to  be  either  too  modefl  or 
lolcnt  to  purfue  thim  himfclf. 
mnn  of  ticlclifh  fenfations  may 
impoffible  to  be  happy  and  in 
lumour  in  (he  company  of  cer- 
irticular  people,  whom  at  the 
n(\t  he  may  perhaps  regard  for 
;ood  qualities. 

rgot  who  told  me  that  Mr.  T. 
once  upon  a  time  have  aiked 
certain  gentleman,  whofe  name 
pt  through  my  memory,  could 
y  be  a  poet,  as  he  had  never 
ten  a  hill.  Now  I  apprehend 
4r,  T.  murt  have  been  mifin- 
i  herc}  for  I  lemembcr  to  have 
le  very  gentleman  in  queftion 
mday  evening,  I  think  it  might 
>een  towards  June  or  July,  up- 
:  utmoft  fummic  of  ComJUtutwm 

efepiD^  after  the  rc^  of  tbe 


company  ^^re  ^me,  thit  moft  delight* 
ful  companion  Mr.  (^  who  JbiM 
have  dud  berafter^  told  an  acquaint- 
ance  of  mine,  that  in  ca(e  he  outlived 
him,  he  would  do  a  friendly  office  to 
his  memory;  and  aiked  him  where  ht 
would  chuie  to  have  his  buft  fet  up. 

*  Any  where,*  replied  the  other,  after 
thanking  Mr.  Q^for  the  great  honour 
he  intended  him,  *  but  in  Weftmin- 

*  fter  Abbey.' 
To  come  to  an  end  with  anecdotet 

of  this  kind.  One  who  had  publiflied 
fome  things  'with  tolerable  fuccefa, 
told  me,  that  his  having  paflfed  for  a 
poet,  had  done  him  more  roifchief 
than  any  fenfible  perfon  could  eafdy 
conceive;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  could 
not  help  owning,  that  it  had  oftener 
than  once  procured  him  the  honour  of 
a  bow,  in  pafling  along  the  Strand  or 
Fleet  Street,  from  a  gentleman  with 
whom  he  never  had  any  further  ac- 
quaintance. I  have,  oftener  than  once 
heard  the  fame  perfon  mention  one 
circumflance  with  particular  regret; 
that  he  had  never  been  able  to  difco- 
ver  or  guefs  amongft  all  his  acquaint*, 
anccs,  to  whom  he  was  obliged  for  an 
elegant  prefent,  left  at  his  lodginga 
fome  years  azo  by  a  gentleman  who 
did  not  leave  nis  name;  and  to  whom, 
of  courfe,  he  could  not  exprefs  his  due 
acknowledgments  for  a  favour  which 
he  highly  values. 

*  Sir,'  fays  one,  *  this  piece,  even 

*  if  all  the  oarts  could  be  well  perform- 
'  ed,  would  hardly  fucceed  here.     It 

*  might,perhaps,  at  Paris ;  where  everjr 

*  one  that  goes  to  the  play,  is  as  ferir 

*  oudy  attentive  as  the  moft  devout 

*  people  here  are  to  a  fermon.    But  in 

*  ibme  places  natural  and  unexagge* 

*  rated  reprefentations  of  life  are  nqt 

*  felt ;  the  audience  muft  be  kept  awake 

*  with  (hew,  noife,  and  buftle.    Here 

*  the  genteeler  part  of  the  company  are    - 

*  indMd  mttt\y  fpe3aUrs\  they  go  to 

<  fee,  and  difplay  themfel  ves  to  one  an- 

<  other.    And  what  other  reafonable 

<  motive  can  they  have-^confidering 

<  what  kind  of  entertainment  the  ftago 

*  for  the  moft  part  exhibits  at  prefent?^ 
*  I  tell  you.  Sir,*  fays  another  upon 

a  different  occafion,  *  this  is  ftopid^ 

*  indecent,   villainous  trafti.'--^  But 

*  have  you  read  it?'—**  Yes,  above  ^ 

<  docen    lines.*—- «   That's    hacdl^ 
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.  •  a  whole  raJdle  of  mu(ton  before  I  have 
•  a  nght  to  lay  it  is  vile  rotten  ftuHf?' 

That  a  writer  wiih  very  middling, 
and  even  contemptible  parts,  may  do 
a  great  deal  mure  millliief  than  thefe  of 
the  Aift  abilities  ran  do  good,  is  too 
evident.  How  much  more  fuccefsful 
have  a  parcel  of  indecent,  profligate, 
lying,  inHanimatory  fcribblers,  been  of 
larc  years,  in  iiupifying,  and  bmraliz- 
ing  a  whole  niitiooi  than  thoie  ele- 
gant, genteel  moral  writers,  who  (hone 
a'>oiit  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
were  in  refining  aiut  poliftiing  it! — ^But 
it  is  much  ealier  to  fct  Hre  to  a  pahce  cr 
a  temple,  than  to  white-wafh  a  c6ttage. 

S'jme  of  thofe  black  guard  genmfes 
are  Poets  too,  God  wot ! — With  crazy, 
ftupid  heads,  and  bad  hearts;  without 
^one  fpark  of  imagination ;' without  either 
fenii?,  veriif.cation,  or  language,  they  ate 
Poets i  and  the  httelt  indeed  to  gain 
the  applaufe  of  the  vulgnr,  great  and 
J'mallt  high  anJloiv.  For  they  icnbble 
jult  I'uch  tialh  a6  any  of  the  rabble 
would  that  could  fcribble  at  all.  Tluir 
works  are  truly  adapted  to  the  meaneft 
capacities.  I'heii  puetry  is  the  duUeit 
puic  Ipurred  up  into  an  aukward,  hub- 
b  ing  ufs-trot.  Qiiite  oppolite  to  Or- 
pheus, aad  thofc  real  poetsj  whofe  moral 
haiRiony  lirll  humanized  the  waodland 


iava^res,  and  tamed  them  into  fociil  lifi;i 
thef»  tiightingalct  of  Ncrwgate,  ^ 
black  Iwans  of  Fleet  D.ich,  thcf^  m- 
fernal  fcrecch  owls.  Ting  nothing  bat 
fohgsofdifcord,  and  ii:dition,  srdtfti- 
fon.  But  not  ail  the  rage  and  fuiy«f 
the  moft.  rancorous  hcaris  can  roolethe 
poetical  im|>otence  of  thole  baidt  to 
any  thing  above  the  infipklity  of  6a( 
unmannerly  abufe,  which  they  and  tlicir 
admit  era  call  fattre.  However,  tkcy 
cannot  laft  long.  One  may  venture  ta 
prophefy  a  Aiort  life,  and  ah  intamoos 
memory,  to  the  Hupid  duties  of  all 
fuch  Poets;  and  it  is  an  indifputaltle 
truth  that  ho  Mufis  ever  yet  dwelt  is  the 
bieaft  of  a  fcoundrci. 

Several  of  thefe  detached  Sentences 
and  Reveries  .were  fct  down  as  mate- 
rials  ioT  a  poetical  fatire;  but  as  the 
general  run  of  readers  hn  e  do  not  ooder- 
Itand  verfe.  except  it  i»  fo  ituptd  as  none 
but  a  mufe-  bit  blockhead  can  pujibiy 
write,  it  is  faving  fbme  nerdlefs  paiot 
to  feod  theiH  out  in  their  prefent  (h<ipe« 
So  let  them  go:  and  it  our  noble  malteti 
the  Mob.lity  do  not  relirti  them,  (b 
much  the  better.  They  arc  the  rooit 
likely  to  procure  the^ipprobation  ot  thoic 
few  judges  to  whole  piaife  ak>oe  QC( 
would  chufe  to  afpii-e. 


SKETCH   XLVI, 


A  PLAN  OF  A  DEDICATION^ 


THE  hte  Mr.  C.bher  adf^^(rcd 
the  Apology  for  his  Life  To  a  cer^ 
tain Gentie/nan-j  whereas ILauncelot 
Temple  piei'umc  to  addrcls  my 
Sketches 

TO, AN  UNCERTAIN  GENTLEMAN. 
s  I  Ri 

T  Humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  the  follow- 
■*  Uwing  ilitets  ar  your  noble  and  mag- 
nificent tect.  In  an  age  where  fcarcc 
any  thing  butlailc  genius,  and  the  inoft 


impudent  quickery  in  every  flnpe,  mcett 
with  encouragement,  I  appeal  »o  yeut 
whom  I  have  alw^vii  deemed  *  the  cen» 
fummate  judge  of  literary  merit  t  and  I 
fly  in  a  tiuticring  huriy  to  your protet- 
tion.  It  wou  d  ofFciul  your  nioJrttv, 
Sir,  (hould  I  give  way  to  the  emhnliifm 
with  which  I  have  conftant.y  admW 
your  amiable  behaviour  in  privaie  lijfei 
in  the  various  characters  of  loi.^fathei, 
brother,  hufl).iiul,  ui.cle,  coufin,  level, 
friend,  debtor,  cicMifor,  n  aftrr.  kc.  &c. 
together  with  your  \  Juperlati-vepovi^fi 


•  This  eompllmont  was  made,  fcveral  year,  ago,  by  a  writer  of  uncommon  eeoiot  and 
«iilit>es,  ma  Ded.catior,  to  a  cTtaiu  diiHn^ui&ed  pcrfonage;  though  fooie  f-y  iflu*  ne«:r 
ycC  appeared  upon  what  foundation.  ' 

f  T/i;s  \%  one  of  many  ne^s-paper  compliments  which  I  am  crtd'tkU  hf^rmcd  fooie 
Pstni^ts  irom  day  to  day  have  flUy  made  to  ^\^e^xx\c^vt^,  v.\x.\v  v'^^^^^^'^'^^V.  %ttiu«A  a  pared 
,  e>t  utiaJ,  4U"Pf*wta  cre^olou*  people,  ^Vio  nt^w  VvWUxm  \ft  ixnuJCk  x  xi^  W^.  ^<tia%W 
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mtHg  in  canverfatkn,  But»  good 
with  what  fupcrior  brilliancy  you 
le  •  Cjwfure  of ,  State,  to  guide 
athei -beaten  hulk  to  the  port  of 
mi  tranquillity !  To  your  wife, 
i-ugal,  and  moft  (Iriftlyotcono- 
conduA,  throughout  the  opera- 
f  a  needlefs  and  pernicious  war, 
to  be  lure  you  found  unavoid- 
U  chiefly  owing  that  your  country 
at  prefent  fuch  a  figure  as  afto- 
all  it's  neighbours.  The  raging 
of  Veluvius  arc  a  paltry,. black- 
patriotic  illunoination,  compared 
luftie.  You  fhine,  Sir,  equally 
:e.  To  yotir  noble  perfcverancc 
ftinacy  in  the  caufe  or  liberty  and 
1,    this     idind    owes    the   firm, 

manly,  adminillration  of  it's  go- 
fnt,  nor  lefs  wife  than  virtuous; 
5  capital  of  your  country  ought 
larly  to  thank  you  for  the  preient 
*  it's  incomparable  police.  The 
ifcernment  too,  and  the  diftin- 
ig  tafte  you  have  (hewn  in  patro- 

Genius   in   all    it's    variety  of 

is  none  of  your  fmalleft  excel- 
.-^But  I  beg  pardon.  Sir;  for  I 
e  you  would  never  forgive  me  if 
d  attempt  to  violate  your  delicacy 
iy  thmg  fo  fulfome  as  bare-laced 

Your  virtues,  Sir,  and  your 
aliiics,  are  innumerable,  and  be- 
ll exprcflion.  I  could  go  further; 
(Tould  be  invidious  to  fiy,  that  in 

mod  contemptibly  weak,  and 
(bockingly  wic'  ed,  you  ftand 
alone  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 

nature. 

as  I  know.  Sir,  you  defpife  every 
hat  looks  like  flattery;  and  are 
icate  to  bear  even  thejufteft  praiie 
ly  degree  of  patience:  to  con- 
ou,  Sir,  that,  after  all  ;His  ap- 
:e  of  compliment,  I  amnoflattcr- 
l  to  fliew  you  the  fincerity  of  my 
tjip— (begging  pardon,  my  moft 
ind  fuhlime  Patron,  for  the  fa- 
ty  of  the  word)— as  a  fudden 
>f  praife  may  eafiiy  ovcrfct  a  vef- 


fel  that  perhaps  carries  more  fail  than 
ballalt;  and,  to  (hift  from  one  meta- 
phor to  another;  as  I  fhould  he  furry  to 
give  you  fuch  an  over -dufe  of  a  jwecC 
poifon  as  might  di  ive  yo«  out  of  your 
ienfies,  and  make  you  expofc  yourfelf 
ftark  naked  through  the  whole  town,  at 
mad  as  any  king  whb  holds  his  refi* 
dence  at  cither  of  the  palacts  in  Moor- 
fltlds;  I  muft  be  fo  plain  as  to  tell  you* 
Sir,  that  I  do  not  as  an  author  folicit 
y«ur  prote^ion^^BlfCs  your  dear  fweet 
proUSionl — If  you  have  any  fccret  to 
protect  ftiipid  writing  from  the  contempt 
of  good  judges,  keep  up  your  proUSmm 
for  fome  other  occalion.  It  is  not  im- 
poflible  that  you  may,  one  time  or  an- 
other, be  fmit  with  the  vanity  of  turning 
author  yourfelf.  It  might  happen  next 
moon ,  if  it  was  not  for  Arthur* j  or  jVinv- 
market. 

But  fliall  I  at  lafl  fiiily  and  honeftly 
prefent  you  with  a  peep  of  the  dovea 
foot  from  under  the  long  black  gown  of 
diflimulationandhypocrify  !— "^u  (hall 
have  it  at  once,  without  the  leafl  cere- 
mony.^Blefs  mel  did  you  think  me  in 
earneft  all  this  time !— Aw  you  fo  flow 
of  apprehenfion,  my  noble  Patron,  at 
not  to  perceive  that  the  high  praifes,  with 
which  I  have  at  laft  in  a  whimfical  fit 
taken  it  into  my  head  to  tickle  your  ear, 
are  nothing  but  mere  rafcally  compli- 
nitnts,  withr-ut  the  leaft  particle  of  nn- 
cerity?— Is  your  vanity  fo  irrecoverably 
blind,  as  to  make  it  neceflfary  to  tell  you, 
that  all  this  is  nothing  but  an  exercifein 
the  thriving  art  of  adulation;  very  fairly 
praflifed  upon  one  who  has  Co  long  ftii 
meW\t\\  the  delicious  rcpafl  of  flattery— 
for  which  1  have  been  near  the  eighth 
part  of  a  century  over  head  and  ears  in. 
your  debt ;  and  now  endeavour  to  pay 
you  my  arrears  at  once  in  your  own 
counters.— Mean  time,  I  have  the /'o/w«r 
to  be,  with  the  moft  profound  refpe<5>  and 
efteem,  and  the  moft  inviolable  attach- 
ment. Sir,  your  moft  faithful  andyis- 
perlativelj  devoted  humble  fervant, 

LaVNC^LOT  TSMPX.B* 


^  The  ftar  eallei  the  Dog's  Tall. 
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TO 

SIR  SAMUEL  GARTH,  M.  D. 

Skr, 

A  S  foon  as  I  thought  of  making  the  Lover  a  prefent  toooeof  mf 
^  friendf,  I  xc^blved,  without  farther  didraf^ing  my  choice,  to 
nd  liTo  the  hrJiKaiurett  Man,  You  are  fo  univerfally  known  for 
lis  6hara61er,  that  an  EpiHle  fo  direAed  would  find  it's  way  to  yon 
ithout  your  name;  and,  I  believe,  nobody  but  you  yo ur felf  wouid 
(liver  fuch  a  fapcrfcription  to  any  other  perfoh. 

This  propenfity  is  the  neareft  akin  toLoVe  ;  and  Good-nature  i« 
le  worthiell  ^ffedion  of  the  mind,  as  Love  is  the  nobleft  paflionof  it : 
hile  the  latter  is  wholly  employed  In  endeavouring  to  make  happy  oac 
igle  objed,  the  other  difFufes  it's  benevolence  to  all  the  world. 

As  this  is  your  natural  bent,  I  cannot  but  congratulate  to  yon  the 
igttlar  felicity  that  your  profeflion  is  fo  agreeable  to  your  temper. 
or  what  condition  is  more  deiirable  than  a  conftant  impulie  to 
lieve  the  diflrefTed,  and  a  capacity  to  adminifter  that  relief?  Whea 
le  ftck  man  hangs  his  eye  on  that  of  his  phyiician,  howpleafing  mad 
be  to  (peak  comfort  to  his  anguiih,  to  raife  in  htm  the  firft  mociooi 
hope;  to  lead  him  into  a  perfuahoa  that  he  (hall  return  to 
e  company  of  kis  friends,  the  care  of  his  family,  and  all  the  bleiGngt 
'  being !  ^  / 

The  manner  in  which  yon  pradife  this  heavenly  faculty  of  aiding 
iman  life,  is  accortling  to  the  liberality  of  fcience,  and  demonilrates 
at  your  heart  is  more  let  npon  doing  good  than  growing  rich. 

The  pitiful  artifices  which  empyricks  are  guilty  of  to  draiu 
Ih  out  of  valetudinarians,  are  the  abhorrence  of  your  generous 
ind  ;  and  it  is  as  common  with  Garth  to  fupply  indigent  patients 
th  money  ior  food,  as  to  receive  it  from  wealthy  ones  for  phyfick. 
ow  much  more  amiable.  Sir,  would  the  generofity  which  is  already 
plaoded  by  all  that  know  you,  appear  to  thofe  whofe  gratitude 
a  every  day  refufe,  if  they  knew  tnat  you  reiift  their  prefents  left 
tt  Ihonld  fupply  thofe  whofe  wants  ^ou  know,  by  taking  from  thofe 
ch  whofe  neceffities  you  are  unacquainted  ? 

The  families  you  frequeilt  receive  you  as  their  friend  and  well- 
(her,  whofe  concern,  in  their  behalf,  is  as  great  as  that  of  thofe 
lo  are-  related  to  them  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  the  fanflions  of 
inity.  This  tendernefs  interrupts  the  fatisfaAions  of  converfation, 
which  ytHi  are  fo  happily  turned;  but  we  forjgive  you  that  our 
jth  is  often  infipid  to  yoo,  while  yoa  fit  abteat  lo  ^viVv^v  ^^^<t% 


^incv«v«Y 


DEDICATION. 

Hmongft  us  from  your  care  of  fuch  as  languidi  in  iicknefs.  We  vt 
fenfible  their  diftrefles,  inftead  of  being  removed  by  company,  recani 
more  ftrongly  to  your  imagination  by  comparifon  of  their  condition  co 
the  jollities  of  heaJth. 

But  I  forget  I  am  writing  a  Dedication  ;  and  in  an  addrefs  of  this 
kind,  it  is  more   ufual  to  celebrate  men's  great  talents,  than  thofe 
virtues  to  which  fuch  talents  ought  to  be  fubfervient  :  yet  where  the 
|>ent  of  a  man*s  fpirit  is  taken  up  m  the  application  of  his  whole  force  to 
lerve  the  world  in  his  profeflion,  it  would  be  frivolous  not  to  enteruis 
him  rather  with  thanks  for  what  he  is,  than  applaufes  for  what  he  is 
capable  of  being.     Befides,  Sir,  there  is  ifo  room  for  faying  any  thing 
to  you,  as  you  are  a  man  of  wit  and  a  great  poet ;  all  that  caa  be  . 
fpoken  that  is  worthy  an  ingenuous  fpirit^  in  the  celebration  of  fuch 
faculties,  has   been  incomparably  faid  by  yourfelf  to  others,  or  by 
others  to  you.     You  have  never  been  excelled  in  this  kind,  but  by 
thofe  who  have  written  in  praife  of  you :  J  will  not  pretend  to  be  yoor 
rival  even   with  fuch   an  advantage  over  you;  but,  affuring  yoo,  la 
Mr.  Codrington's  words*,    that  1   do   not  know  whether  my  love 
't>r  admiration  is  greater, 

1  remain, 

SlE, 

Your  mod  faithful  Friend, 
And  moil  obliged, 

'     Humble  Servant,  . 

RICHARD  STEELE. 


•  Thou  haft  no  fauhs,  or  I  no  faults  can  fpyx 
Thou  art  all  beauty,  t>rall  blindnefs  I. 

Co^riAftOB  f  Dr.  Garth  Wfbfe  the  DiipfliftiT* 
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VIRCXNIBUS  POEIIIQ.UE   CANTO. 


HOR. 


RE  have  been  many  and 
dabic  endeavours  of  late  years, 
f  authors,  under  different  cha- 
nd  of  different  inclinations  and 
,  to  improve  ihe  world,  by 
:  advertifements,  in  learning, 
politics}  bnt  thefe  works  have 
ively  enough  regarded  the  fofter 

of  the  mind,  which  being  pro- 
ed  and  awakened,  make  way 
>eration  of  all  good  arts, 
mature  deliberation  with  my- 

this  fubjeA,  I  have  thought, 
:ould  trace  the  pa/Tion  or  affec- 
.ove  through  all  it^s  joys  and 
es,  through  all  the  ftages  and 
noes  of  life,  in  both  fexes,  with 
jcB.  to  virtue  and  innocence,  I 
>y  a  juft  reprefentation  and  hif- 
hat  one  pafTion,  fleal  into  the 

my  reader,  and  build  u^n  it 
utiments  and  refolutions  which 
nd  qualify  us  for  every  thing 
lily  excellent,  great,  ancl  noble. 
>u,  therefore,  who  are  in  the 

life,  as  to  converfation  with  a 
ind  artful  world,  attend  to  one 

paifed  through  almoft  all  the 
it,  and  is  familiarly  acquaint- 
vhatever  can  befal  you  in  the 

Love.  If  you  diligently  obferve 
[1  teach  you  to  avoid  the  temp- 

lawlefs  defire,  which  leads  to 
i  forrow^  and  cany  ^ou  intp 


the  paths  of  Love,  which  will  condi'ft 
you  to  honour  and  happinefs.  This 
paflion  is  the  fource  of  our  being;  and  as 
It  is  fo,  it  is  alfo  the  fupport  of  it;  for 
all  the  adventures  which  they  meet  with 
who  fwerve  from  Love,  carry  them  fo  far 
out  of  the  way  of  their  true  bbing,  which 
cannot  pleafingly  pafs  on  when  it  has 
deviated  from  the  rules  of  honourablt 
paflion. 

My  purpofe,  therefore,  under  this  title, » 
is  to  write  of  fuch  things  only  which 
ought  to  pleafe  all  men,  even  as  men; 
and  I  (hall  never  hope  for  prevailing  un- 
der this,  character  of  Lovir,  from  my 
force  in  the  reafon  offered,  but  as  that 
reafon  makes  for  the  happinefs  and  fa- 
tisfa^ion  of  the  perfon  to  whom  I  ad* 
drefs.  My  reader  is  to  be  my  miflrefs} 
and  I  (hall  always  endeavour  to  turn  my 
thoughts  fo  as  that  there  fhall  be  nothing 
in  my  writings  too  fevere  to  be  fpoken 
before  one  unacquainted  with  learning* 
or  too  light  to  be  dwelt  upon  before  one 
who  is  either  fixed  already  in  the  paths 
of  virtue,  or  defirous  to  walk  in  them 
for  the  future. 

My  aflRftants,  in  this  work,  are  per- 
fons  wkofe  conduA  of  life  has  turned 
upon  the  incidents  which  have  occur- 
red to  them  from  this  agreeable  or  la- 
mentable paflion,  as  they  refpe£lively 
are  apt  to  call  it,  horn  the  impreffioQ 
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wlucb  mingles  in  all  their  words  and 
a6lioir«. 

It  X  anxx>t  be  fuppofed  the  prentlemen 
can  H.'  cai'id  by  their  real  namtrs,  in  lb 
pub.::k  a  manner  as  this  is.'  Hut  the 
hero  of  my  ftoiy,  now  in  the  full  bloom 
of  life,  and  fecn  every  day  in  ail  the 
places  of  refoit,  ftiall  bear  the  name  of 
one  ui  our  Briiifli  rivers,  which  wafhcs 
his  eitate.  As  I  ^lefign,  this  paper  fliall 
be  a  pidure  of  familiar  liie,  I  fluil 
avoivi  words  derived  from  learned  Ian- 
gua;^,  or  ending  in  foreign  termina- 
tions; 1  {hall  (hun  alfo  names  (ignificant 
of  th-  perfon's  charaftcr  of  whom  I  lalk^ 
a  trick  uled  by  play-wrights,  which  I 
ha\c  long  thought  no  better  a  device 
than  that  of  under-wi  iting  the  name  of 

.  an  anim?)  on  a  poft,  which  the  painter 
concc'ved  too  delicately  drawn  to  be 
known  by  common  eyes,  or  by  his  de- 
lineation of  it's  limbs. 

Mr.  Severn*  is  now  in  the  twenty -fifth 
year  of  his  age,  a  gentleman  of  great 
modelly  and  couragt,  which  arc  the  ra- 
dical viitiies  which  lay  the  folid  founda- 
tion for  a  good  chaiader  and  behaviour 
both  in  public  and  private.  I  will  not, 
at  this  time,  make  the  reader  any  fur- 
ther acquainted  with  him  than  from  this 
particular,  that  he  extremely  affe£ls  the 
converfation  of  people  of  mait  who  are 
advanced  in  years,  and  treats  every  wo- 
man of  cundition,  who  is  paft  being  en- 
tcnained  on  the  foot  of  homage  to  her 
beattiy,  fo  rcf^K^lfully,  that  in  his  com- 
pany Hie  can  never  give  hcrfelf  the  com- 
pur^^Vion  of  having  loll  any  thing  which 
made  her  agreeable.  Tliis  natur^  gooiU 
ne  &  has^uincd  him  many  hearts,  which 
have  agrccubltf  jierfons  to  give  with 
them :  I  mean,  mothers  have  a  fondnefs 
tor  him,  and  wiih  that  fondnefs  corkl 
be  gratified  by  his  pailion  to  their  daugh- 
ters. Were  you  to  vifii  him  in  amorn- 
ipg,  you  wo\il(i  certainly  find  fome  auk- 
V^ard  thing  cf  bufinefs,  fome  old  lUward, 
or  diftant  retainer  toa  great  family,  who 
has  a  propofal  to  make  to  him,  not  (you 
ipay  lie  lure)  coming  from  the  perfon 
vyho  fent  hiin,  but  only  in  general  to 
know  wlicther  he  is  engaged. 

Mr,  Severn  |ias  at  this  time  patterns 
iirni  him  of  all  the  yoimg  women  in 
town;  and  |,  who  an)  of  lus  council  in 
tlicfe  mailers,  have  i^ad  his  particulars 
of  women  bi  ought  him,  not  from  pro- 
fefled  undertakos' that  way,  but  from 
t/iofe  who  s^ic  under  no  nvpcllity  of  lllU 

ipff  immediately  f  but  fucU  who  \uYt 


daughters  t  good  way  under  tviarj^ 
that  can  ftay  for  a  maiket,  and  fend  is 
their  account  of  the  Imdy,  id  gtMral 
terms  only:  a%  th^t  Ihr  is  ioold,  fotall, 
worth  io  much  down,  and  bjs  two  hat- 
chtlor  uncles  (one  a  rich  merchant)  tbit 
will  nevef  marry;  her  ma'den-aunt  lofcs 
her  mightily,  and  has  very  fine  jewds, 
and  the  like.  1  l^ave  obfcrvcd  iti  tbefe 
accounts,  wlicn  tlK  lortune  is  not  fuit- 
able,  tuey  fubjoin  a  poilfcript,  fiie  it 
very  handlbme;  if  (he  is  rich  and  de- 
fective as  io  charms,  they  add,  (be  ii 
very  good. 

Bui  I  was  going  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Se- 
vern liaving  the  gootl  fenfe  to  afftct  the 
conveifition  ot  thoie  elder  than  hinilelf, 
palTes  fome  time  at  aciub,  which  (with 
himfelt)  conli.*s  of  tivc;  whom  we  (hall 
name  as  toiiow». 

Mr.  Ofwald,  a  wulowu,  who  hai 
within  tbeie  few  months  burred  a  mu(t 
agreeable  woman,  who  was  his  beloved 
wife;  and  is  indulged  by  tms  Ciin)pany 
to  (peak  of  her  in  the  terms  the  defcrvcd 
od  bim,  with  allowance  to  mingle  fa- 
mily-tales concerning  the  merit  of  his 
children,  and  ihe  ways  aiiU  incthoiis  he 
defit^r.s  to  take  to  luppofi  a  painful  and 
lonely  bein^^,  aftei  the  lols  of  this  com- 
panion, which  icmpcred  all  his  forro«i» 
and  2ave  new  lenic  and  ipirit  to  his  (a* 
tisfi&nions. 

Mr.  Mullet,  a  gentleman,  who,  in  the 
moll  plentitui  fortune,  (ixms  to  taAe 
very  little  of  life,  l)ecaule  he  has  loft  a 
lady  whoMi  he  (xifTionately  loved,  and 
by  whom  he  had  no  childien:  he  is  the 
laft  of  a  gieat  houie;  and  thougli  be 
wants  not  many  im?nths  of  fifty,  is 
much  fought  by  ladies  as  bright  at  any 
of  the  lex ;  but.  as  he  is  no  fool,  but  is 
fenlible  thwV  ompue  his  years  with  that 
own,  and  iMve  a  n  tnd  to  many  bus,  l>e- 
caufe  they  have  a  mind  to  bury  him,  be 
is  as  froward,  cxcept.oiw,  and  humour- 
fome,  as  e'er  a  beauty  of  them  all,  I, 
who  am  iriiiinaie  with  Mullet  as  well  as 
Severn,  km  w  that  many  of  tlie  fame 
women  l'«:ive  been  orfered  to  hind  of  fifty, 
in  cafe  ol  loCui^  him  of  five  aiul  twenty; 
and  fome  perhaps  in  luipcs  of  having 
them  both:  for  they  piudtri^tly  judge« 
tliat  when  Mullet  is  dead,  it  may  ihcn 
be  time  crouch  for  S.vern  to  marry; 
and  a  lad)  *s  maid  can  oblei  Ve,  that  many 
an  uhliktlicr  thing  has  come  to  pAls, 
tlian  this  View  of  inariiage  between  her 
young  milirels  and  buil\  ihole  ^entlc- 
u\c\\. 
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Mr.  Johnfon  is  a  gentleman  happy  in 
ihe  converfation  of  an  excellent  wife,  by 
whom  he  ha$  a  numerous  ofFtprinffj  and 
:he  manner  of  fuhjefting  his  defires  to 
lis  circumftanccs,  which  are  not  too 
>l6ntifuly  may  give  occafion  in  my  fu- 
-iire  difcourfe^  to  draw  many  incidents 
yf  domeftic  Hfe^ which  maybe  as  agn$e« 
ible  to  the  reft  of  the  young  men  of  this 
iitiofi,  as  they  are  to  the  weli-difpofed 
Mr.  Severn. 

The  fourth  man  of  this  little  aifem- 
Ay  is  Mr.  Wildgoofe,  an  old  batchelor, 
vho  has  lived  to  the  fifty-third  year  of 
lit  age,'  after  beine'dirappointed  in  love 
It  hia  twenty-third.  That  torment  of 
nind  frets  out  in  little  difTatisfa^lions 
md  uneafineiTes  againft  every  thing  elfe, 
without  adminiftering  remedy  to  the  ail 
tfelf,  which  ihll  fellers  in  his  heart,  and 
vould  be  infiipportablf ,  were  it  not  cool- 
tl  bv  the  fociety  of  the  others  above- 
nentioned.  A  poor  old  maid  is  one, 
vho  has  long  been*  the  objc6t  of  ridi- 
-ule$  her  humours  and  particularities 
(ifbrd  much  matter  to  the  tacetious;  but 
he  old  batchelor  has  ten  times  more  of 
He  fplenetic  and  ridiculous,  as  he  is  con-- 
rerfant  in  larger  fcenes  of  life,  and 
las  more  opportunities  to  diffufe  his 
ully,  and  confequently  can  vex  and  de- 
ight  people  in  more  views  than  an  an- 
;ient  virgin  of  the  other  fex. 

The  fifth  and  hl\  of  this  company,  is 
ay  dear  Self,  who  oblige  the  world  with 
his  work.  -But  as  it  has  been  frequent- 
y  obfervtrd,  that  the  fine  gentleman  of 

play  has  always  fomething  in  him 
rhich  is  of  near  alliance  to  the  real  cha- 
iS^r  of  the  author,  I  (hall  not  pretend 
3  be  wholly  above  that  plcafure;  but 
nail,  in  the  next  paptfr,  principally  talk 
f  myfelf,  and  fatisfy  my  readers  how 
/ell  I  am  qualified  to  be  the  fecretary  of 
^ove.  I  had  ordei-ed  my  bookfellcr  to 
darn  the  head  of  my  paper  with  little 
retty  broken  arrows,  fans  thrown  away, 
nd  other  enfigns  armorial  of  the  Ifle  of 
*aphos,  for  the  embellifhment  of  my 
i^ork;  but  as  I  am  a  young  author,  and 
letend  to  no  more  but  a  happy  imita- 


tion of  one  who  went  before  me,  he 
would  not  be  at  that  charge.  (When  t 
<  failed  tbere,  I  defired  him  only  to  let  the 
paper  be  gilded;  but  he  faid  that  was  a 
new  thing,  and  it  would  be  taken  to  be 
written  fy  mperjim  of  quality ^  which,  I 
know  not  for  whst  reaibn,  the  BihtiopeUs 
are  alfo  very  averfe  to,  and  I  was  denied 
my  fecond  requeft.  However,  this  did 
not  difcourage  me,  and  I  was  refoWed 
to  come  out;  not  without  Tome  particu« 
lar  hopes,  that  if  I  had  not  fo  many  ad- 
mirers, I  might  pofllbly  have  more  cuf- 
tomers  than  my  predeceflfur,  whom  I 
profefs  to  imitate;  for  there  are  many 
more  who  can  feel  what  will  touch  the 
heart,  than  receive  what  would  improve 
the  head. 

I  therefore  defign  to  be  the  comfort 
and  confolation  of  all  perfons  in  a  lan- 
gui(bing  condition,  and  will  receive  the 
complaints  of  all  the  faithful  fighers  in 
city,  town,  or  country;  firmly  believ- 
ing that,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  there 
are  as  conftant  ones  within  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter,  as  ever  wan« 
dered  in  the  plains  of  Arcadia. 

I  fhall  in  my  next  paper  (as  much  at 
I  can  fpare  of  it  from  talking  of  my- 
felf) tell  the  world  how  to  communicate 
their  thoughts  to  me,  which  will  very 
properly  come  in  with  the  defcription  of 
my  apartment,  and  the  furniture  of  it, 
together  with  the  account  of  my  pcrfon, 
which  fhall  make  up  the  fecond  paper  or 
chapter,  and  (hall  be  placed  before  the 
errata  of  this.  I  have  nothing  .further 
to  lay  now,  but  am  willing  to  make  an^ 
end  of  this  leaf  as  quaintly  as  poflible/ 
being  the  firll;  and  therefore  would  have 
it  go  off,  like  an  a6l  in  a  play,  with  a 
couplet;  but  the  fpirit  of  that  will  be 
wholly  in  the  power  of  the  reader,  who 
muft  quicken  his  voice  hereabouts,  like 
an  aftor  at  his  exit,  helping  an  empty 
verfe  with  lively  hand,  foot,  and  voice, 
at  once;  and  if  he  is  reading  to  ladies, 
fay  briikly,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
greateft  part  of  mankind- 
Foreign  IS  every  charadler  befide ; 
But  that  of  Lover  every  man  hat  try*d« 
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I  Cannot  tell  how  many  yean,  months  Ann  was  Migaged,  I  couM  not  thict  c^ 

hourty  days,  or  iniDutet,  have  raffed  her  with  hope  any  longer,  any  other- 

aivay  fince  1  firi^  faw  Mrs.  Ann  Paeei  ways  than  that  I  fhouid  ever  be  resity 

but  certain  I  am,  that  they  have  ran liy*  to  exprel's  the  paflion  I  had  for  her,  br 

me,  without  my  being  much  concerned  civilities  to  any  thing  that  had  the  moft 


in  what  was  tranfa6ted  in  the  world 
around  me  ail  that  while.     Mrt,  Page 
being  a  gentlewoman  on  whom  I  have 
ever  doated  to  ditira6tion,  has  made  me 
very  particular  in  my  behaviour  upon 
all  the  occurrences  on  this  earth,  and 
negligent  of  tboi'e  things  in  which  others 
terminate  all  their  care  and  ftudyj  info- 
niuch,  that  I  am  very  feniihle  it  is  only 
becaufe  I  am  harmleis,  that  the  buiy 
world  does  not  luck  me  up}  tor  if  they 
wUl  not  own  theinltlvtsnind,  they  mult 
conclude  I  am,  when  they  fee  me  cold 
to  the  piiriuiis  of  lichcs,  wealth,  and 
power;    and   when  people    have   been 
fpcnlcing  oi  great  perlbns  and  illuftrious 
a6Vion9,  I  cloic  ihc  whole  with  fome- 
thing  about  Mis.  Page,  they  are  apt  to 
think  my  head  turned,  a<  well  as  I  do 
theirs.     However,  I  tin«i  coniolation  in 
the  i^mplicity  of  my  dilircfs,  (which  hi'.a 
b.inifhed  all  other  cares)  atui  am  recon- 
ciletl  to  it.  But  huwevcr  I  may  be  look- 
ed  upon  by  the  filly  crowds  who  are 
toiling  for  more  than  tb.:y  want,  I  am, 
without  doubt,  in  myfelf,  the  molt  in- 
poctntof  all  creatures;  ^nd   a   i'quirrel 
in  a  chain,  whofc  (eetlt  aie  cut  out,  is 
not  more  incapable  of  doing  mil'cnief. 
Mrs.  Ann  Page  had  fnch  a  turn  with 
hei'  neck,  when  I,  thinking  no  harm» 
firft  lookrd  upon  her,  that  I  was  foon 
after  in  a  fever,  and  had  like  to  have 
left  a  world  which  I  ewr  fmcc  dcfpifed, 
and  been  at  relh     But  as  Mrs.  Ann's 
parents  complied  with  her  own  pHflion 
for  a  gentleman  of  much  greater  worth 
and  fortuni^  than   myfelf,  all  that  was 
left  for  me  was  to  lament  oi   get  rid  of 
my  pailion  by  all  the  divei  lions  ard  en- 
tertainments 1  could.  Rui  I  thank  Mr$. 
All,',    (I   am   Itiil  caihng  her  by  her 
niAidcn  n-tme)  (he  has  alv^ays  been  civil 
to  inc,  and  permitted  me  to  ilamt  god- 
father at  the  baptifm  of  one  of  her  font. 
This  would  appear  a  very  humble 
/^voui  to  a  man  of  ungorem-.A  di\\ce^ 
but  «f  for  JUC,  »s  i9«B  M  I  fauMMrt. 


remote  relation  to  her.  But, alas!  lam 
going  on  as  if  every  body  living  was  ac> 
Guainted  with  Mrs.  Ann  Page  and  my- 
(elf,  when  there  is  i  idccd  no  occafion  of 
mentioning  either,  but  to   inform  toe 
reader,  that  it  is  from  the  experience  of 
a  patient  I  am  become  a  phytlcian  in 
love.     J  have  been  in  it  thirty  years, 
juft  as   long  as  the  leamcti  S)denh:iin 
had  the  gout;  and  though  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  make  curea,  I  can,  like  him,  put 
you  in  a  good  regimen  when  you  an 
down  in  a  fit.     As  I  was  faying,  th>s 
affc6lion  of  mine  left  behind  it  a  fcoin 
of  every  thing  eile;  and  having  an  aver- 
fion  to  bufineU,  X  have  pafTed  my  time 
very  much  in  obfervation  upqn  the  force 
and  influence  this  paflion  has  had  upon 
other  men,  and  the  different  turns  it 
has  given  each  refpe^live    generation, 
from   the  cultivation  or  abufe  of  it. 
You  will  fiiy  I  fell  into  very  wihapoy 
days  for  a  lover  of  my  complexiony  who 
can  be  fatisfied  with  diftant  good-will 
ftx>m  the  peribn  beloved,  and  am  con- 
tented that  her  circumftances  can  allow 
me  only  her  efteem,  when  I  acquaint 
you  that  my  moft  vigorous  years  were 
paflfefi  away  in  the  reign  of  the  amorous 
Charltrs  the  Second.     The  licences  of 
that  court  did  not  only  make  that  love, 
which  the  vulgar  call  romantic,  theob- 
jeft  of  )eft  and  ridicule,  but  even  com- 
mon decency  and  modefty  were  abnoft 
abandoned    as  formal   and    unnaturaU 
The  writers  for  the  ftage  fell  in  with  the 
court,  and  the  theatre  diffufed  the  ma- 
lignity into  the  minds  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  by  which  means  the  dege- 
neracy fpread  itfelf  through  the  whole 
people,  and  Ihnme  iiiclf  was  almoft  loft; 
nnked  Innocence,  that  moft  charming  of 
beauties: ,  wan  confronted  by  that  molt 
li'deous  of  moniters,  barefaced  Wicked- 
nefs. 

Til  is  made  me  place  all  my  happineA 
Vt\V\ouY%  oC  v^Auemcnt^  and  as  great  dif* 
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it  to  the  wicked  neft  of  the  age,  that 
a  great  malbroF  the  haft-viol, 
ith  this  inftniroem  I  have  paflfed 
'  a  heavy  hour»  and  laid  up  treafuret 
iGwIedgCy  drawn  from  contempla- 

on  what  I  had  feen  every  day  in 
j«roild|  during  the  intervals  from 
:  and  reading,  which  took  up  the 
ipnl  part  of  my  time.  My  purpofe* 
efent,  is  to  be  a  knight- errant  with 
)cn,  fince  that  order  of  men  who 

fo  with  their  fwords,  are  quite 
led  out  of  the  world.  My  bunnefs 
cill  mongers,  and  to  relieve  virgins; 
s  it  has  been  the  cutlom^  time  out 
indy  for  knights,  who  take  upon 

fuch  laudable  and  hazardous  ia- 
(,  to  have  a  caftle,  a  moat  round  ir, 
ill  other  conveniencie^  within  them- 
I,  it  has  luckily  happened,  that  the 
ous  and  magnificent  apartment, 
h  the  ingenious  Mr.  Powvll  lately 
(Ted  in  Covent  Garden,  has  lately 

relinquiihed  by  him,  upon  fome 
rtunate  words  and  menaces  given 
by  a  gentleman  who  has  the  love- 
ty  of  it,  by  virtue  of  fume  enchant- 
»lls  of  parchment,  which  convey 
manGon  unto  the  faid  chief  corn- 
ier, vulgarly  called  a  landlord.  By 
means,  you  are  to  underftand,  that 
partment,  wlierein  the  little  Kings 
I^eens  la-.ely  diverted  fo  many  of 
nobility  and  gentry,  is  now  mine. 
i  fpacious  gallery,  for  fuch  I  have 
i  it  for  my  mufingsand  wanderings 
ought,  I  have  dignified  with  the 
:  of  The  Lover's  ^Loi^,  where, 
r  fancied  ikies,  and  painted  clouds, 
>y  Mr.  Powell,  I  fit  and  read  the 
hiftories  of  famous  knights  and 
riful  damfels,  which  the  ignorant 
romances.  To  make  my  walk 
:  gloomy,  and  adapted  both  for  me- 
and  fadnefs,  t'.iere  lies  before  me, 
;fent,  a  Death's  head,  my  Bafs-viol, 
the  Hi  (lory  of  Grand  Cyrus.  I 
ot  tell  by  what  chance,  I  have  alfo 
ridiculous  writers  in  my  ftudy,  for 
re  an  averfion  for  comics,  and  thofe 
call  pleafant  fellows,  for  they  are 
fible  of  love.  Thofe  creatures  get 
a  familiarity  with  ladies,  without 
£1  on  either  fide,  and  confequcntly 
leither  fee  whiit  is  amiable,  or  be  the 
its  of  love.  I  wonder  how  thefe 
K>ns  came  into  my  head.  But  I 
going  to  intimate,  that  the  notiort 
gallantry  are  turned  topfy-turvy, 
ike  knight- emn try  of  tbit  profli- 


gate age  ti  deftroying  at  many  women 
as  they  can.  It  is  notorious,  that  a 
young  man  of  condition  doea  no  more 
than  is  expeAed  from  him,  if,  before  he 
thinks  of  fettling  himfelf  to  the  worldt 
he  is  the  ruin  ot  half  a  dozen  femaleSf 
whofe  fortunes  are  unequal  to  that  which 
his  laboriotis  anceftors,  whether  fucceft- 
ful  in  virtue  or  iniquity,  have  left  him* 

Thus  I  every  day  fee  innocents  abui^ 
ed,  fcorned,  betrayed,  and  neglefted, 
by  brutes,  who  have  no  fenfe  of  any 
thing  but  what  indulges  6ieir  appetites; 
and  can  no  longer  fufter  the  more  charm- 
ing and  accomplifhed  part  of  the  (pecies 
to  want  a  friend  and  advocate.  1  fhall 
enquire,  in  due  time,  and  make  every 
anti-hero  in  Great  Britain  give  me  an 
account  why  one  woman  is  not  as  much 
as  ought  to  fall  to  his  (hare;  and  fliall 
(hew  every  abandoned  wanderer,  that 
with  all  his  blufterin?,  his  reftlefs  fol- 
lowing every  female  he  fees,  is  much 
more  ridiculous  than  my  conftant,  ima- 
ginary attendance,  ou  mv  fair-ont,with* 
out  ever  (eeing  her  at  ail- 
But  the  main  purpofe  of  this  chapter 
I  had  like  to  have  (lipped  over,  to  wit, 
the  more  exa£\  account  of  iny  bower. 
As  it  is  not  natural  for  a  man  in  love  to 
fleep  all  night,  but  to  be  a  great  admirer 
of  walking,  I  am  at  the  charge  of  four 
tapers  burning  all  night,  and  take  my 
itinerations,  with  much  gloomy  fatis- 
faAion,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
my  long  room,  my  field-bed  being  too 
fniall  to  interrupt  my  patfage,  though 
placed  in  the  middle  of  my  apartment. 
No  one  who  has  not  been  polite  enough 
to  have  vifited  Mr.  PowelPs  theauv, 
can  have  a  notion  how  I  am  accommo- 
dated; but  if  you  will  fuppofe  a  fingle 
mm  had  Wetlminfter  Hall  for  his  bed- 
chamber, and  lay  in  a  truckle-^ied  in 
the  mid  ft  of  it,  it  will  give  you  a  pretty 
good  idea  of  the  pofture  in  which  I 
dream  (but  with  honour  and  chaftity)  of 
the  incomparable  Mrs.  Page. 

My  predecefTors  in  knight-errantry, 
who  were,  as  I  above  obferved,  men  of 
the  fword,  had  their  lodgings  adorned 
with  bumifhed  arms  round  the  cornicef , 
limbs  of  dried  giants  over  their  heads, 
and  all  about  the  moat  of  their  caftle, 
where  they  walked  by  moon-light;  but 
at  I  am  a  pen-champion,  and  live  in 
town,  and  have  quite  another  fort  of 
people  to  deal  with,  to  wit,  the  critics, 
Deaus,  and  rake%  oC  CoN^tv\Qi'M^tw>\ 
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]nk>  and  paper,  on  little  tablet  it  equal 
diftance,  that  no  thought  may  be  lolt  as 
I  am  mufing.  I  am  forced  to  comply, 
more  th^n  my  inclinations  and  high  paf- 
fjons  would  othcrwife  ])ermit,  and  tell 
the  world  how  to  corrcfpond  with  me, 
after  their  own  method,  in  the  common 
way:  I  am  to  fignify,  therefore,  that  I 
am   more   acceflible   than    any   other 


knights  ever'  were  before  me,  snd  is 
plain  termt,  that  there  is  a  colice-bsvfe 
under  my  apartment  $  nay  fiirther,tbt 
a  letter,  direAed  to  Mr.  Marmidokt 
Myrtle,  at  the  Lover*s  Lodge,  to  he 
left  at  Shanley's  Coffee,  houfe,  Cami 
Garden,  will  'find  the  genileft  of  mor- 
tals, your  molt  enamouredy  bumbk 
fervant. 


N».  III.    TUESDAY,   MARCH    2. 

YOUNG  NOBLBS,    TO  MY  LAWS  ATTINTICN    LSNIK 
AND  ALL  YOV   VVLGAB  OF  MY  SCHOOL,    ATTEND. 

AxTOr  LoTIy    CoKGBBTt. 


LOVEII*S  LODCI,    MABCR  %m  1 

T^O  W  I  have  told  rll  the  world  my 
X3  i^^^c  "^nd  place  of  abode,  it  is  im- 
pomt)]e  for  me  to  enjoy  the  (hidious  re- 
tirement I  promifed  myfelf  in  this 
place.  For  molt  of  the  people  of  wit 
and  quality  who  frequented  thefe  lodg- 
ings in  Mr.  Poweirs  time,  have  been 
beiej  and  I  having  a  (illy  creature  of  a 
footman,  who  never  lived  but  with  pri- 
>iite  gentlemen,  and  cannot  ftedfaftly 
lie,  they  all  fee  by  his  countenince  he 
docs  not  fj^ak  truth  when  he  denies 
tne,  and  will  break  in  upon  me.  It  is 
an  unfpeakable  pleafure  that  Co  many 
beauteous  ladies  have  made  me  compli- 
ments upon  my  defign  to  favour  and  de- 
fend the  fcx  agiinlt  all  pretenders  with- 
out merit,  and  thofe  who  have  merif, 
and  ufe  it  only  to  deceive  and  hetrnv. 
The  principal  fair-ones  of  the  town,  and 
the  molt  eminent  toalls,  have  figned  an 
addrefs  of  thmks  to  mej  and,  in  the  body 
of  it,  laid  btfore  me  Ibme  grievances, 
among  which  the  greatelt  are  the  evil 
pi'a£\ic?8  of  a  lict  of  pcrfons  whom  they 
call  in  their  prcfentaiion  the  Lsnjirs  Va- 
gaboftd.  There  has  been,  indeed,  ever 
iince  I  knew  this  town,  one  man  of 
condition  or  otiier,  who  has  been  at  the 
head,  and  giving  example  to  this  fort 
of  companions,  been  the  model  for  the 
f:ifhion.  It  would  be  a  vain  thing  to 
pretend  to  property  in  a  country  where 
thieves  were  tolcraced,  and  it  is  as  much 
fo  fo  talk  of  honour  and  dectncy  when 
the  prevading  humour  runs  direflly 
again  ft  thtm.  The  Ltrvcrs  Vagabond 
are  an  order  of  modern  arl venturers, 
who  Vecm  to  be  the  exa6t  oppofite  to 
t\i:LX  rfn:rable  and  cluftc  ^vAien\'ii^, 
^h\c\\  were  formerly  called Kn'g\\\%-tr- 
ranf.    A$  a  knight-errant  profcffcd  tVit 


practice  and  protection  of  all  virtuei, 
particularly  chaftity,  a   lowr  'u^gebtui 
tramples  upon  all  rights,  domettic»  civil, 
human,  and  divine,  to  come  at  his  omi 
gratification  in  the  corruption  of  inno- 
cent  women.     There    are    fomeiinxs 
perfons  of  good  accompli  fhments  and 
faculties,  who  commence  fecretly  Awrr 
tuagabffttd,  but  though  amorous  Aeahhs 
have  been  imputed  by  feme  hifloriansw 
the  wifeft  and  greateft  of  mankind,  yft 
none  but  fuperficial  men  have  ever  pub- 
licly   entered   into  the  lift  of  the  Vaga- 
bond.     A    /oofer  vagabond,  cor<6der- 
inghim  in  h's  utmolt  perfeAion  and  ac- 
complishment, is  but  a  feeminf;  nun. 
He  ufually  has  a  command  of  mfigni- 
ficant  wonls,    accompanied    with  eaiy 
action,  which  paffes  among  tlie  fillier 
part  of  the  fair  for  eloquence  and  fi« 
breeding.     He  has  a  mien  of  conde- 
fcenfion,  from  the  knowledge  that  hit 
carriage  is  not  abfurd,  which  he  purfvci 
to  the  utmolt  impudence.    He  can  cover 
any  behaviour,  or  clothe  any  idea  will 
words  that,  to  an   unfkilful  car,  ftall 
bear  nothing  of  offence      He  has  aH 
the  fuffiriency  which  little  learning  ssd 
general  notices  of  things  give  to  giddf 
heads,  and  is  wholly  exempt  from  that 
diffidence  which  nimolt  always  accom- 
panies great  fenfe  and  great  virtue  in  the 
prefence  of  the  admired.     But  the  k- 
*utr  'vagabond   loving    no    woman  6 
much  as  to  be  diftreffevl  for  the  iofs  of 
her,  his  manner  is   generally  eafyand 
janty,  and   it  muft  be  from   very  gooi 
fenfe  and  experience  in  life  that  he  d«f 
not  appear  amiable.     It  happens  unfor- 
tunattly  for  hJm,  though  much  to  the 
^'W3.ntagc  of  thofe  whom  I  have  take" 
>iT\A«T  \i\'<j  c^v^^  >\v'^\  >J^^  tXvvef  of  thi» 
oT^tT»  ^x  \i^t\«k\^  VTWrtv^>^\\'^^J^<*'  "^ 
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y  it  but  a  ipeculatWe  dtb^atcbii. 
the  language,  tbe  air,  the  render 
;  he  can  hang  upon  a  look;  has 
ica^ly  the  fuddcn  veneration  of 
0vhen  he  it  carched  ogling  one 
pardon  he  would  beg  for  gazing j 
the  exultation  at  leading  off  a 
her  coach;  can  let  drop  an  in. 
It  thing,  or  call  her  feivanti  with 
lefs,  and  a  certain  eay  infolence, 
ough;  nay,  he  will  hold  her  hand 
.  for  a  man  that  leads  her,  and  is 
cnt  to  her,  and  yet  come  to  that 
vith  fucli  How  degrees,  that  (he 
fay  he  fqutrtzed  her  hand,  but 
thing  further  he  has  no  indina- 
This  chieltain,  however,  I  fear 
ve  me  more  plague  and  dil^urb- 
an  any  one  man  with  whom  I 
rngage,  or  rather  whom  I  am  to 
vent.  He  is  bufy  in  all  places^ 
[lie  fortune  and  vigour  of  life  en- 
n  to  carry  on  a  fliew  of  great  dc- 
n  where-ever  he  comes.  But  I 
im  hereby  fair  warning  to  turn 
Mights  to  new  entertainments, 
ain  of  having  it  difcovered,  that 
ill  a  virgin  upon  whom  he  made 
fettlcment.  The  fecitt,  that  he 
innocent  than  he  feems,  is  pre- 
)y  great  charge  and  ex  pence  on 
retainers  and  fervants  of  his 
;s.  But  fome  of  the  women, 
:  above  the  age  of  novices,  have 
im  out,  and  have  in  a  pi  i  vate  gang 
im  the  nick  name  of  the  Btfght, 
:  they  find  themfclves  blaite.l  by 
tough  they  are  not  fen  fib  te  of 
ch.  It  was  the  other  day  faid, 
t,  Mr.  Such-a*one,  naming  the 
had  ruined  a  certain  young 
'  No,'  faid  a  fenfible  female^  *  if 
ys  fo,  I  am  fure  fhe  wrongs  him. 
ay,*  continued  (he,  with  an  air 
appointed  woman,  between  rage 
Lighter,  *  hire  ruffians  to  abufe 
lut  many  a  woman  has  come  out 
!  Blight's  hands  even  fafer  than 
ifhed.  I  know  one  to  whom,  at 
g,  with  a  thoufand  )>oetical  re- 
ms,  and  preflling;  her  hands,  he 
1  he  would  tell  nobody ;  "but 
lirt,  throwing  out  of  hit  arms, 
red  pertly,  <'  I  don*t  make  you 
imc  promife.'* 

igh  I  (hall  from  time  to  time  dif- 
*.  lAvers  Vagabond  in  their  pro* 
urs,  I  here  publiAi  an  ttEk  of  in- 
to all  females  who  took  them 
ttUows  uatil  my  writiogi  ap- 


peared ;  that  is  to  fay,  (for  in  a  public 
aft  we  muft  be  very  clear)  I  fhaJl  not 
look  back  to  any  thing  that  happene4 
before  Thurfday  the  15th  of  February 
1.1ft  pad,  that  being  the  fiift  day  of  niy 
appearance  in  public. 

I  expeft,  therefore*  to  find,  that  o«. 
that  day  all  vagrant  defirei  took  their 
leave  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Wcft- 
niinfter. 

In  order  to  recover  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners  without  the  lofs  of  true  gaiety  of 
life,  I  fhall  take  upon  me  the  office  of 
Arbiter  Elrga»tiantm,  I  cannot  cafily 
put  thofe  two  Latin  into  two  as  ex- 
prciTiveEnglifh  words;  but  my  mean- 
ing is,  to  Oft  up  for  a  judge  of  elegant 
pleafures;  and  I  fhall  dare  to  allcrt,  in 
the  firrt  place,  (to  (hew  both  the  dif- 
cerning  and  feveritv  of  a  juft  jud<re) 
that  the  greateft  elegance  of  delights 
confiils  in  the  innocence  of  rhem.  I 
expeft,  therefore,  a  feat  to  be  kept  for 
me  at  all  balls,  and  a  ticktc  fcnt,  that 
by  myfelf^  or  a  fubordinate  officer  of 
mine,  I  may  know  what  is  done  and 
faid  at  all  afTemblies  of  diverfion:  I  fhall 
take  care  to  fubftitute  none,  where  I 
cannot  be  myfelf  piefent,  who  are  not 
fit  for  the  beft  bi-ed  fociety;  in  the  choice 
of  fuch  deputies,  I  fliall  have  particular 
re^'ard  to  their  being  accompliflied  in 
the  little  ufages  of  ordinary  and  com- 
mon  life,  as  well  as  in  noble  and  liberal 
arts. 

I  have  many  youths,  who,  in  the  in- 
termediate fcafons  between  the  terms  at 
the  Univerfities,  are  under  my  difci- 
plini-,  after  being  perfeft  maftertof  the 
Greek  and  Roman  eloquence,  to  letm 
of  me  ordinary  things,  luch  as  coming 
in  and  goine  out  of  a  room.  Mr,  Se- 
vern himfeit,  whom  I  now  make  the 
pattern  of  good-breeding,  and  my  top 
fine  gentleman,  was  with  me  twice  a 
day  for  fix  months  upon  his  firfl  coming 
to  town,  before  he  could  leave  the  room 
with  any  tolerable  grace :  when  he  had 
a  mind  to  be  gotn^,  he  never  could  mo^e 
without  bringing  in  the  words,  *  Well, 
«  Sir,  I  find  I  interrupt  you;'  or,  *  Well, 
*  I  fear  you  have  other  buftnefs;*  of, 
«  Well,  I  muft  be  going.'  Hereupon  I 
made  him  give  me  a  certain  fum  of 
money  down  in  hand^under  the  penalty 
of  forfeiting  twenty  fhiUings  every  time, 
upon  going  away.  He  pronounced  the 
particle  nxfiB,  J  will  not  fay  how  much 
It  coft  him  befoT«  H«  co\»W  ^  >Mf\\  osax 
of  the  room.    Sorot  iwW^  ^^\<\«.  «sic 
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other,  as  if  were  to  tack  the  taking  leave 
with  the  relt  of  the  diicourfr,  it  a  com- 
mun  error  of  young  men  of  good  edu- 
cation. 

Though  I  have  already  declared  I 
(hall  Pot  ufe  >word«  of  foret!;n  ter:r.ina- 
tion,  I  cannot  ht  In  it  if  my  correi'pond- 
ents  do  it.  A  gerdeinan,  theiefore,  who 
fubfcribes  Aroncc-,  and  wiites  to  me 
concerning  fonne  regnlations  to  be  m:«de 
amorg  a  fett  of  cou.Ury  dancers,  muil 
be  mere  particular  in  his  account.  His 
general  complaint  i?,  thtit  the  men  who 
are  at  tht:  expencc  of  the  ball,  bring  peo- 
ple of  difiortrnt  characters  together,  and 
the  libertine  and  innocent  are  hud- 
dled, to  the  danger  of  the  latter,  and  en- 
couragement of  the  former.'  I  have  fre- 
quently obfcrved  this  kind  of  enormity, 
ii\d  muft  dcfire  Aronces  to  give  me  an 


exacV  relation  of  the  airs  aniF glances  of 
the  whole  compmiy,  and  paiticulaily  how 
Mrs.  Ga:t}  fcts,  when  it  happi:ns  that 
Hie  is  to  pafs  by  the  lo-ver  *vagaUx^ 
who,-!  find,  is  got  into  that  company  by 
the  favour  of  his  coufin  Jenny.  For  I 
defjgn  to  have  a  very  llrift  eye  upon  thefc 
diverfionsi  and  it  Oiall  not  fuflice,  that, 
according  to  the  author  of  Tbe  Ra^  of 
ibi  Lock,  all  faults  are  laid  upon  S)  lphi{ 
when  I  make  my  enquiry,  as  the  laiDC 
author  has  it~- 

What  guarda  the  parit)'  of  melting  maids 
In  courtly  bails  and  midnight  mafquerade^ 
Safe  from  the  treach*rous  friend  and  dariag 

fpark. 
The  gUnce  by  day,  and  whtfper  in  the  dark.' 
When  kind  Occafivn  prompts  their  warn 

dellrrs, 
When  mufic  foftcns,  and  wheA  dancing  %tk^ 


N"  IV.    THURSDAY,   MARCH    4. 


THE   DAKCKR   JOINING  WITH    TMK   TUNBFUL   THIoyCy 

ADDS   DKCENT   MOTION   TO  THC   SPRIGHTLY   SONG. 

THIS  ST£?  DENOTES  THE  CARErUL   LOVER}   THIS, 

THE  HABDY  WARRIORi  OR   THE   DKUNXEK   SWISI. 

HIS  PLIANT   LIMBS  IN   VARIOUS  FIOURCS  MOVE, 

AND   DIPPERENT  GESTURES  OIPrSRENT   PASSIONS  PROtX* 

STRANGE   art!   THAT  1 

THAT   TO   THE  PLBAi*D  ! 

WORDS  WITHOUT  SOUND, 

Weaver's  History  or  Davcivc. 


FLOWS  IN   silent   ELOQJUEMCB*  f 

D  SPECTATOR   CAN   DISPENSE  > 

4D,  ANOy  WITHOUT  SPE AKING^SBNSE.  J 


THE  great  work  which  I  have  be- 
gun tor  the  ferviceof  the  more  po- 
lite part  of  this  nation^  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  carried  on  by  the  invention 
and  indullry  of  a  fingle  perfon  only:  it 
is,  therefore,  necellary  that  I  invite  all 
other  ingenious  perfons  to  affift  me. 
Conddering  my  title  is  The  Lover,  and 
that  a  good  air  and  mien  is  (in  one  who 
pretends  to  pleafe  the  fair)  as  ufeful  as 
(kill  in  all  or  any  of  the  arts  and  fct- 
ences,  I  am  mightily  pleafed  to  obfcrve, 
that  the  art  of  Dancing  is,  of  late,  come 
t  J  take  rank  in  the  learned  world,  by  be- 
ing communicated  in  letters  and  cha« 
rafttrp,  a^  all  other  parts  of  knowledge 
hive  for  fome  ages  been.  I  fliall  deiire 
all  thofe  of  the  faculty  of  Dancing,  to 
write  nic,  from  lime  to  time,  all  the  new 
It.'ps  th'-y  t'jke  in  the  improvement  of 
th'.-  fcitnce.  I  this  morning:  read,  with 
nnljvakable  delight,  in  The  Evening 
Poiif^  the  foijowing  adTertifement«- 


On  Tuefday  laft  was  pabliflied. 
The  Bretagne,  a  French  Dance,  by 
Mr.  Pecour,  and  writ  by  Mr.  Sins  j  en- 
graven in  Characters  and  Figures, for  the 
ufe  of  Mailers.  Price  ss.  6a.  Nottf  Mr. 
8iris's  Ball  Dances  are  likewife printed, 
and  his  original  Art  of  Dancing  oy  Cha- 
ndlers and  Figures.  Alt  (old  by  ]. 
Walfh,  at  the  Harp  and  Hautbojj  }n 
Catharine  Street,  in  the  Strand. 

Take  this  pance  in  it^s  full  extent  aqd 
variety,  it  is  the  beft  I  ever  read;  and 
though  Mr.  Sins,  out  of  modefty,  may 

fretend  that  he  has  only  tranflated  it, 
cannot  but  believe,  from  the  ftile,  th^ 
he  himfelf  writ  it;  and,  if  I  knowaiiy 
thing  of  writing,  he  certainly  penned  the 
laft  coupee.  This  admirable  piece  is 
full  of  m(lru6lions  you  fee  it  it  called 
the  Bretagne,  that  is  to  fiiy,  the  Briuin. 
It  is  intended  for  a  feftival  enteitain- 
Bient,  (like  Mr.  Bays's  Grand  Dance) 

thiti 


THE    LOVER. 


n 


ifioti  of  ihc  peace  with 
)ain,  the' whole  nation 
w  Dance  together.  Some 
icnced  perfonfi  in  Fiiench 
praftile  it  at  tbe  Great 
c  Buildin.S}  where,  it 
•r  of  the  Revels  lives  He, 
irries  a  white  wand  in  his 
motion  made  with  it  to 


which  was  writ    to  inftni^l    another 
dancing  iflnnc^y  taught  by  the  French. 
Let  any  man  who  has  read  Machiavel, 
and  underilinds  dancing  chira£lers,  caft 
an  eye  on  Mr«  Sins*s  (econd  p<vge.  It  is 
intituled-^The    Siciliana,   Mr.  Siris^s 
New  Dance  for  the  Year  17 14.  Mr.  Sins, 
a.  native  of  France,  you  niayix:  furc,  feea 
faitherinto  the  French  motions  for  the 
)rince  is  to  begin.     I  am»   enfuing  year  than  we  heavy  Englifhnwii    . 
ltd  that,  oitt  of  refped^,    do,  or  he  would  never  Ciy  it  was  made 
ion -lake,  he  has  ordered,    for  that  more  than  any  other  year,  for 
Mibn  who  (hall  be  taken    all  authors  believe  their  works  will  laft 
Ccnfor  of  Great  Britain,    every  year  after  they  are  written  to  the 
this  at  all  unlikely,  nor    worid*s  end.     I  take  it  for  a  fly  fatire 
iry  of  that  fage;  for  it  is    upon  the  aukward  imitations  of  all  na*   ' 
e  jiKlges  of  the  lind  dance    tions  which  have  not  yet  learned  French 
every  term,  and  it  isliip-    dances,  that  the  very  next  pape  to  the' 
,  they  are  tu  dance  next    Siciliana  is  called  the  Baboons  NRumt. 
r.  Then,  after  that  again,  to  intimidate  the 

IS  made  the  beginning  of  people  who  won't  learn  from  the  French, 
very  diflficuh  tor  any  one  he  calls  the  next  the  Dragoons  Minuet. 
Voiu  his  natural  parts,  a  I  wi(h  all  good  Proteltanis  to  be  aware' 
/.inary  qualification  that  of  this  ffiffo/z/v^ir/i  for  they  tell  me  that, 
ar.ce  is  written  in  the  ge-  when  it  is  teaching,  a  Jefuit,  indifguife, 
by  Mr.  Weaver,  in  his    pUys  on  the  kit. 

nclng.  *  The  antients,*  But  I  forget  that  this  is  too  elaborate 
t  than  peripatct  c  philoio-  for  my  charafter.  All  that  1  have  to 
eavcr,  *  were  l"o  fond  of  fay  to  the  matter  of  Dancing,  is  only  at 
lat  Pliny  has  given  us  it  regards  lovers;  and,  as  I  would  advife 
ands;  which  paflage  of  them  to  avoid  dabbling  in  politics,  I 
:liu8  Rodiginus  quotes,  have  explained  thefe  political  liances^ 
fo  an  account,'  fays  he,  that  the  motions  we  learn  ma/ never  end 
fonhebian  Lake,  which  is  jn  warlike  onejj  like  thofc  which  were 
the  Nymphacan,  there  are  p-rformed  bv  the  antients  withxlafliing 
ds  of  the  Nymphs,  which  of  Iwords,  defcribed  by  Mr.  Weaver 
in  a  ring  at  the  found  of  (in  the  above-mentioned  hiitory)  out  of 
nd  are  therefore  callrd  the    Claudian— 


(lands,  from  Cahmus,  a 
J  J  and  alfo  the  D;*ncing 
caufe  at  the  (bund  of  the 
iHty  were  moved  by  the 
he  feet  of  the  fingers.' 
>  ail  the  learned  etymdo- 
Biitain,  whether  it  is  poiTi- 
a  rcafyn  for  calling  this 
The  BritaiiJ,  if  the  French 
.  to  make  this  a  dancing 
tlile  <»f  Mr.  Si:  is  is  appa- 
al,  as  any  judicious  reader 
he  penjfcs  his  Siciliana, 


■! 


Here,  too,  the  warlike  dancers  Uefs  our  ^ 

fight,  I 

Their  artful  wandVing,  and  their  laws  of  | 

flight, 
AnunconfusM  return  and inoffenlive  fight.  - 
Soon  asthemafter's  blow  proclaims  the  prizef 
Their  moving  breads  in  tuneful  shanges  rMe» 
The  (hicldfi  ialute  their  fides,  or  ibait  are 

(howa 
In  air  with  waving,  deep  the  targets  groao^ 
Struck  with  alternate  fwords,  which  thence  ' 

rebound, 
Amd  end  the  concert,  and  the  facred  found* 


N«  V, 


'♦ 


THll   LOVER. 


N"  V.    SATURDAY,  MARCH  6. 

0mm^Mr  SOVl'l  »A1  BtTTKR   PAtT, 

CKAIK  VrCIPINOy  NO!  AfFLICT  THY.  TBNDCR   RSABT* 
FOR  WHAT  THY  FATHKR  TO  TRY  MOTHXR  WAI, 
THAT  FAITM  TO  TRIE,  TlfAT  fOLRMN  YOW  t  PAtt. 

Art  or  LoYXy  Confitfi* 


AS  I  haYe  fixed  my  (land  in  the  very 
centre  of  Covent  Garden,  a  place 
'  for  this  laft  century  particulaily  lamed 
for  wirand  love;  and  am  near  tht  play 
houie,  where  one  is  lYpi-efenteil  every 
night  bY  the  other;  I  think  I  ought  to  be 
particularly  cartful  of  what  paifei  in  my 
neighbourhood;  and,  as  I  ajn  a  pioft-iTcd 
knight -errant,  do  all  that  lies  in  my 
power  to  make  the  charming  endowment 
of  wit,  and  the  prevailing  paflion  of  love, 
fuhiervient  to  theinterefts  of  honour  and 
virtue.  You  are  to  underltand,  that  hav- 
ing yefterday  made  an  excurfion  from 
my  lodge,  there  pafled  bj  me,  near  St. 
James*s,  the  charmer  «ot  my  heart.  I 
have,  ever  Hnce  her  parents  firft  bellowed 
her,  avoided  all  places  by  her  frequent- 
ed ;  but  accident  once  or  twice  in  a  year 
brings  the  bright  phantom  into  my  fight, 
upon  which  there  is  a  flutter  in  my  bo- 
fom  for  many  days  following:  when  I 
<;onrider,  that  during  this  emotion  I  am 
highly  exalted  in  Yny  being,  and  my  every 
ftntiment  improved  by  the  cfFefts  of  that 
paflTion ;  when  I  refle6l,  that  all  the  ob- 
je£ls  which  prefent  themfelves  to  me, 
now  are  viewed  in  a  different  light  from 
that  in  which  they  had  appeared,  had  I 
not  lately  been  exhilarated  by  her  pre* 
ience;  in  fine,  when  I  find  in  myfelf  lb 
Itrong  an  inclination  to  oblige  and  enter- 
tain all  whom  I  meet  with,  accompanied 
with  fuch  a  readincfs  to  receive  kind  im- 
prefltons  of  thofe  I  converie  with;  I  am 
more  and  more  convinced,  that  thi«  paf- 
ficn  is  in  honed  minds  the  ftrongfil  in- 
centive  that  can  move  the  foul  of  man  to 
laudable  accomplifhments.  Is  a  man 
jull?  let  him  fall  in  love,  and  grow  ge- 
nerous. Is  a  man  good-natured?  let  him 
love,  and  grow  public- fpiritetl.  It  im- 
mediately makes  the  good  which  is  in 
him  (liine  forth  in  new  excellencies,  and 
the  ill  vanifh  away  without  the  pain  of 
of  cf.ntrition,  but  with  a  fudden  amend- 
iiicnt  ofhtart.  This  fori  of  \>aflion,  to 
ptohicc  ftJch  effects,  mutt  iveceffanX^  V>t 
conceived  towards  a  modcll  and  \\\\uou% 


woman;  for  the  am  to  obfain  her  mdt 
be  fuch  as  are  agreeable  to  her,  and  the 
lover  becomes  immediate! Y  pofl«ficdwitli 
fuch  perfedionsor  vketfas  make  way 
to  theobje6l  of  hit  deiirtes.  I  have  plenty 
of  examples  to  enforce  thefe  truths,  evoy 
night  that  a  play  is  a£led  rn  my  neigh* 
bourhood:  the  noble  refolutioni  whkl 
hefoet  in  tragedv  take,  in  order  to  re- 
commend themfelves  to  their  miftrcflcs, 
are  no  way  below  the  conAderation  of 
the  wifefi  men;  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
inllruAions  the  moft  probable  to  take 
place  in  the  minds  of  the  young  and  in- 
confiderate.  But,  \n  our  degenerate  age, 
the  poet  muft  have  more  than  ordinal y 
(kill  to  raife  the  admiration  of  the  au- 
dience fo  high,  in  the  more  great  anJ 
fiublic  parts  of  hit  drama,  to  make  a 
oofe' people  attend  to  a  pflion  which 
they  never,  or  that  very  hiintly,  felt  m 
their  own  bofomi.  That  perfe^  pitcr, 
which  hat  done  fo  great  hononr  to  our 
nation  and  language,  called  Cato,  ex- 
cels at  much  in  the  pa{Ron  of  it*8  lovers. 
as  in  the  fublime  fentiments  of it*s  hero; 
their  generous  love,  which  is  more  he- 
roic than  any  concern  in  the  chief  cha- 
ra6^ers  of  moft  drantat,  makes  but  fuh- 
oidinate  charaAers  in  this. 

When  Martia  reproves  Juba  for  en- 
tertaining her  with  love  in  fuch  a  con- 
junflure  of  affairs,  wherein  thecommci 
caufe  (hould  take  place  of  all  othtr 
thoughts,  the  prince  anfwers  in  thti 
noble  manner: 

—Thy  reproofs  are  juft, 
Thou  virtuous  maid  1 1*41  ha  Hen  tony  troops 
And  die  their  languid  fouls  with  Carols  vimic* 
If  c*cr  1  lead  them  to  the  field,  when  all 
The  war  (hall  ftand  ranged  in  it's  juft  anav, 
And  dreadful  pomp;  then  will  I  diinkoa 

thee  ! 
O,  lovely  maid,  then  will  I  think  on  tbft- 
And  in  the  fhock  of  charging  hofts,  rt- 

member 
What  glorioua  deeds  ihouPd  grace  the  W* 

Tot  M»x«:\%\W««, 


THfi    LOVER. 


»i 


It  has  been  ohfervabley  that  the  ftage 
in  all  times  has  hid  the  utmoft  influence 
on  the  manners  and  affe^iuns  of  man- 
kind }  and  as  thofe  rtprefentations  of 
human  life  have  tended  to  promote  vir- 
tue or  vice,  fo  has  the  age  been  im- 
proved or  dehaucheti.  I  doubt  not  but 
the  frequent  reflexions  upon  marriage 
and  innuccni  love,  with  which  our 
'  theatre  has  Icng  abounded,  have  been 
the  great  caufe  of  our  corrupt  fentiments 
io  this  refpeA.  It  is  not  every  youth 
that  can  behold  the  fine  gentleman  of 
tht  comedy  reprefented  with  a  good 
srace,  kadin^  a  UtoCt  and  profligate 
life,  and  condemning  virtuous  afFc6lion 
as  infiptd,  and  net  be  fccrttly  emulous 
of  what  appears  fu  amiable  to  a  w'.iole 
liudience.  Thefc  gay  piXures  Itr.ke 
Itrong  and  htli4)g  impreffions  on  the 
fancy  and  imagir.ation  of  yojih,  nnJ 
are  haidly  to  be  traftd  in  riper  years, 
uniefs a  commerce  between  virtucui  and 
innocent  lovers  be  painted  with  the  fume 
advantage,  and  with  as  lovely  coln»»rs, 
by  the  mod  rtiaflerly  lnn«ls  on  il.c  thea- 
tre. I  have  fai'i  mnftcily  hands,  becaufc 
they  mufl  be  I'uch  who  can  lun  counter 
to  cur  natural  propenfity  to  inoidlnite 
jAeafure;  little  authors  are  very  glad  of 
applaufe  purchafed  any  way ;  loof'e  ap- 
petites  and  dcfires  aieeafily  raifei!;  but 
there  is  a  wide  difTcrencc  betw<en  th:\t 
reputation  and  applaufe  which  is  ob- 
tained from  our  wantonncfs,  anv!  that 
which  flows  from  a  capacity  of  nirriug 
fuch  aflTc^lions  which  unon  cool  thoughts 
contribute  to  our  happinel's*. 

But  I  was  going  to  give  an  account 
of  the  exultation  which  I  am  in,  upon 
an  accidental  view  of  the  woman  wiioin  I 
bad  long  loved,  with  a  mofl  pure,  though 
ardent  paflHon  j  but  as  this  is,  accord- 
ing to  my  fo/iner  reprefentations  of  the 
matter,  no  way  expedient  for  her  to  in- 
dulge me  in,  I  mull  break  the  foice  of 
it  by  leading  a  life  fuitable  and  ana- 
logous to  ir,  and  making  all  the  toA-n 
fenfible  how  much  ihey  owe  to  her 
bright  eyes  which  infpire  me  in  the  yr- 
formanc«  of  my  piefcnt  &flice,  in  which 


I  fliali  particularly  take  all  the  youth  of 
both  fexes  under  my  care. 

The  two  theatres,  and  all  the  polite 
coflee-houfes,  I  fhfill  conflanrly  fre- 
quent, but  principally  the  cdflFee-hcufe 
under  my  lodge,  Button*s>  and  the 
play-houfe  in  Covent  Garden.  But  as 
I  fet  up  for  the  judge  of  pleafures,  I 
think  it  neceflary  to  afligil  particular 
places  of  refort  to  my  young  gentlemen 
as  they  come  to  town,  who  cannot  ex« 
pcft  to  pop  in  at  Mr.  Button*s  dn  the 
flrd  day  of  their  an  i  val  in  town.  I  re* 
commend  it,  therefors,  to  young  men, 
to  frequent  Shan  ley's  fome  days"  before 
they  take  upon  them  to  appar  at  ^ut- 
toi/s.  I  have  ordered,  that  no  one  look 
lit  tli-.fice  of  nny  new  comerj  and  taken 
ciTictuil  nic.tV.oJs  that  he  may  polfeis 
h'.ir.lelf  of  any  empty  chair  in  the  houfe 
wiilio^Jt  being  Itaix-cf  at :  but  fora«*tTtuch 
as  lb  r.c,  who  may  have  been  in  town 
for  fonie  months  together  heretofore^ 
by  long  ab/cnce  have  relapfed  from  the 
audacity  they  had  ai rived  at,  into  their 
firft  baOirolnefs  and  rufticity,  I  have 
given  them  the  fame  priviiei>eofobfcure 
entry  for  ten  davs.  I  have  Jirefted  alfo, 
th:it  brooks  be  kept  of  all  that  pafTcs  in 
town  in  all  the  eminent  cofftc-hotifes, 
that  any  gentleman,  though  juil  airivcd 
our  of  exile  from  the  molt  difl^nt  coun- 
ties in  Great  Britain,  may  as  familiarly 
enti:  into  the  town-^alk  asifhehddlcd^- 
eJ  ?.\\  that  time  in  Covent  Garden;  but 
above  ail  things  I  have  provided,  that 
p:o|;<r  hjulls  for  batiiinj^  and  cupping 
iiii^y  bcrc-ijly  for  thofecouniry  gcntleuien 
whoib  too  henlthy  vilagcs  give  the^n  nn 
air  too  robult  and  importunate  for  this 
polite  rtjion  of  lovers,  who  have  fo 
ion;;  avoif'.tl  wind  and  weather,  and 
have  every  day  been  outftrippe.l  by  them 
in  the  ii;round  they  have  pafled  over  by 
fevcrai  miles.  As  to  the  orders  under 
whici!  I  i.avc  put  my  female  youth  at 
aHlmbiies,  opera's,  and  plays,  I  (hall 
dechie  them  in  a  particular  chapter^ 
under  the  title  of,  •  The  Governroent 
«  of  the  Eye  in  Publick  Places.' 


N*  Yl, 


i6 


THR    LOVER. 


NOVI.   TUESDAY,  MARCH  9. 

ON  ■owl  OP  HOMtLT  TUftP  TRIT  lAT  TO  SBKy 
CROWN*D   WITH  THBWftXATHtOP   BVKftY  COMMON   TIB  I. 
THBRE,    WHILE  THBY  SIT  IH  IVtTIC   MAJESTY^ 
SACK  LOVEl  HAS  Hit  MIITREIS  IN  HXI  XY^. 

Art  or  Love* 


CORRESPONDENTS  begin 
to  grow  numerous;  and  indeed  I 
cannot  but  be  pleafeii  with  tlie  intelli- 
gence which  one  of  them  fends  me,  for 
the  novelty  of  it.  The  gentleman  i%  a  ve- 
ry great  antiquarv,  and  tells  me  he  has 
feveral  pieces  by  him,  which  are  lett<;r8 
from  the  Sabine  virgins  to  their  parents, 
friends,  and  lovers,  in  their  own  coun- 
try, after  the  famous  rape  which  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  Roman  pepple. 
He  thinks  thefe  very  proper  memorials 
for  one  who  writes  an  hiltory  under  the 
title  of  Lover.  He  has  alio  anfwers  to 
thofe  letters,  and  pretends  Ovid  took 
the  defign  'of  his  Hpiftles  from  having 
had  thefe  very  papers  in  his  hands. 
This. you'll  fay,  is  a  very  great  curiofity ; 
and  for  that  rtaibn  I  have  refolve<l  to 
give  the  reader  the  following  account, 
which  was  written  by  a  Sabme  lady  to 
her  mother,  within  ten  days  after  that 
memorable  mad  wcvUingj  and  is  as 
follows : 

. DBA*   MOTHER, 

rip  HIS  is  to  acquiint  you,  that  I  am 
-*-  better  plealed  with  a  very  good- 
natured  hulbund  in  this  little  village 
here  of  Koine,  than  tver  I  was  in  all  the 

,ftate  ami  plenty  at  your  houfe.  When 
he  firft  feizcd  me,  I  mull  confefs  he  was 
very  rough  and  ungentle,  but  he  grows 
much  tamer  eveiy  '.ly  than  other,  and 
I  do  not  qucftion  t»"v  we  (hall  very  foon 
be  as  orderly  and  fo*)er  a  couple  as  you 
and  my  father.  My  coufm  Lydia  no- 
body knows  of  certainly,  but  the  poor 
girl  had  two  or  three  hulbands  '.n  the 
rout,  and  as  flie  is  very  pretty,  they 
f^y  all  contend  for  her  ftill.  Romulus 
Ivas  appointed  a  day  to  fix  the  difpuc«.d 
marriagisj  but  it  is  very  reiua;  kable, 
that  feveral  can  neither  agree  to  live  to- 
gether, or  to  part :  for  if  one  projofes 
it,  that  is  taken  fo  moi  tally  ill,  that  the 
pther  will  infift  upon  (laying,  at  lead 

ttJl  the  oti  er  contents  to  (lay,  and  then 
the  party  who  deuicd  demands  a  dw 


vorcc,  to  be  revenged  of  the  fame  in- 
clination in  the  other  :  thus  they  fay 
they  cannot  confent  to  cohabit  till  they  ' 
are  upon  an  equality  in  having  each 
refufed  the  other.  This  you  muft  be- 
lieve will  make  a  great  perplexity  ^  but 
Romulus,  who  expe^ls  a  war,  will 
have  great  regard  to  let  none  who  do 
not  like  each  other  (lay  toc^ctherj  and 
makes  it  a  maxim,  that  a  robult  race 
is  not  to  be  expc6ltd  to  del'cend  from 
wranglers.  Pray  let  me  know  how 
my  lover,  who  propoftd  himlielf  to  you, 
bears  the  lofs  of  me.  I  muft  confefs* 
I  could  not  but  reftnt  his  being  indif- 
ferent on  this  occafion,  after  all  the 
vows  and  proteftations  he  made  when 
you  left  us  together.  I  don't  queftion 
but  he  will  make  jells  upon  the  poverty 
of  the  Romans  j  but  they  threaten  here, 
that  if  you  are  not  very  well  con- 
tented with  what  has  paHTed,  they  will 
make  you  a  viiit  with  (words  in  their 
hands,  and  dtmind  porrions  with  your 
daughters.  When  1  whs  made  prize 
by  my  good  man,  who  is  remark- 
ably valiant, (for  which  reafon  they  left 
me  undifputed  in  his  hands)  he  foon 
took  off  my  firft  terrors  from  ray  ob- 
fervation  of  that  his  pre-eminence,  and 
a  certain  determinate  behaviour,  with 
a  dying  fondnefs  that  glowed  in  his 
eyes.  I  told  him,  from  what  I  faw 
other  people  fuffer,  I  could  not  but  think 
my  lot  Very  foitjnate,  that  I  had  fallen 
into  his  hands;  and  begged  of  him  he 
would  indulge  my  curiodty  in  going 
with  me  to  fome  eminence,  and  obferve 
what  bcfel  the  reft  of  my  friends  and 
countrywomen.  He  did  fo,  and  from 
the  place  we  (lood  on  .1  obfcrved  what 
pafTcd  in  all  the  hurly-burly,  he  ob- 
(itrving  to  me  the  quality  and  merit  of 
the  hu(b.ind»,  I  giving  to  him  an  ac- 
count of  the  wives.  How  (Irangely 
truth  will  out!  Hifpulla,  as  I  faw»wheii 
ihcy  were  (Irupgling  for  hr,  basciook- 
ed  legs  \  Cliliic  laughed  fo  violently 
viVv^Tk  ^^  vi-Sk^  Q,mv«i  Q^^  that  I  ob- 
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fcrvcd  her  lover,  as  pretty  as  ihe  is, 
hardly  thought  it  a  purchafcj  while 
Di6lvnna,  as  homely  as  (he  is,  by 
miiflling  her  face  and  (hrteking,  was 
contended  for  by  twenty  rivals.  That 
arch  creatbre  Flora  has  cfcaped  by  of- 
fering herfelf:  as  Toon  as  (he  perceived 
what  was  intended,  (he  got  upon  a 
little  hillock,  and  cried  out,  *  Who  will 
'  have  me  ?  who  will  have  me  ?     Here 

*  I  am  i  come,  take  me.'  This  forwards 
neis  made  every  man  think  her  a  com- 
mon woman,  and  the  flirt  is  now  fafe 
under  the  protection  of  Romulus,  as  a 
woman  not  yet  difpofed  of;  but  when 
her  charafter  and  innocence  is  knownj 
it  is  thought  (he  will  fall  to  the  lot  of 
Marcius,  for  his  generous  behaviour 
to  Thaltftrina,  who  you  know  was 
betrothed  to  Cincinnatus.  MarciusanJ 
Cmcinnatus  have  long  been  mortal  ene« 
mies,  and  met  each  other  in  fkirmifhes 
of  our  different  nations,  wherein  fome* 
times  one,  Ibmetimes  the  other,  has  been 
fuccefsful.  This  noble  virgin,  whofc 
beauty  and  virtue  diftingulihed  her  above 
all  trie  Snbine  youth,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  M^icius.  Our  apartments  here  are 
not  very  lofty;  and  arbours  and  grotroes, 
ftrewed  with  ru(hcs,  herbage,  and  flow- 
trs,  make  up  the  bei\  bridal  beds  among 
the  Romins:  to  fnch  an  aborle  as  this 
^Inrrius  dragged  the  lovely  Thaleftrina, 
This  people  are  not  pblite  enough, 
efpecjaily,  on  this  occafion,  to  exprefs 
their  paillon  by  civility  and  ceremonious 
bi^haviour.  When  Thalelti'na  was  con- 
vinced of  Marcius*s  immediate  pur|)ore, 
(be  fell  into  a  fwoon  at  his  feer,  and 
with  a  (igh  in  her  fall  cried,  '  Oh,  Cin- 

•  cinnatiis !' 

Marcius,  at  the  fliddennef<%  of  the  ac- 
cident, and  the  name  of  his  enemy  and 
rival  for  milirary  glory,  was  iurpiifed 
with  many  different  pallions  and  refcnt, 
ments,  which  all  ought   to  have  given 
way  to  the  care  of  Thaleltrina  5  but  in 
a  nation  of  men  only,  and  on  the  firlt 
d.iy  wherein  they  had  a  woman  in  their 
commonweal th,  he  was  much  at  a  lofs 
how  to  be  f^ifiilant  to  her;  but  as  he 
faw  life  revive  in  her,  nature  an  I  good 
lenfe  diftatcd  rather  to  ah'l-nt  himfclf, 
than  he  prefent  at  the  many  di Portions 
of  her  perion  in  commg  to  hcrfelf.     He 
l*Ctirrd,    but    taftred    (he    place    a^iiia 
>^hen  he  tho:;ght  (lie  might  be  enough 
recovered  to  be  capable  of  leceiving  what 
he  hid  to  fuy  to  hf:n 


He  approached  as  (he  leaned  againft 
a  tree  which  fiipported  the  bower,  and 
delivered  himfelf  in  thefe  terms. 

*  Madam,  the  pafTion  you  were  lately 

*  in,  your  noble  form,  and  the  perfon 
'  you  called  upon  in  your  diHrefs,  give 

*  me  to  underftand  you  are  Thaleftrina. 
'  I  am   Marcius,  and  have  no  debate 

*  with  Cincinnatus,  but  on  account  of 

*  glory «  were  he  a  ftranger  to  me,  your 
'  padion   for  him  (hould   fecure  you  | 

*  were  he  my  friend,  you  (hould  com- 

*  mand  all  in  my  power,  in  fpite  of  all 

*  the  charms  I  fee  in  you;  and  as  he  it 

*  9iy  enemv,  I  fcorn  to  wound  hira  ia 
'  a  circum(tance  whei^in  he  is  not  capa- 

*  ble  of  making  a  defence.  You  have 
'  common  humanity,  and  the  genero- 

*  fity  of  an  enemy  for  your  fafeguard. 
«  I  will  return  yo4i  to  Cincinnatus;  and 
'  I  fee,  by  the  beautiful  gratitude  which 

*  I  now  read  in  your  face,  you  will 
'  reprefent  this  condufl  to  the  ad  van- 
'  tagc  of  the  Romans,  of  whom  there 

*  is  not  one  who  does  not  facriflce  hit 

*  private  paffions  to  the  fervicc  of  his 

*  country.     I  a(rure  you,  I  know  not 

*  whether  it  is  more  beholden  to  me  tliit 

*  day  for  the  offering  which  I  make  of 

*  my  anger,  or  ray  love.' 

He  did  not  put  her  to  the  pain  of 
long  acknowledgments  of  fo  great  a 
bounty  as  that  of  her  very  (e!f,  but  con- 
du6led  her  into  the  prefence  of  Romu- 
lus, and  told  him,  with  a  very  joyous 
air,  he  had  refigned  a  fine  woman  from 
his  bed,  to  purchafe  a  brave  man  to  his 
country. 

I  know  Cincinnatus  fo  well,  that  I 
doubt  not  but  he  will  be  a  friend  to 
Rome,  and  interpofe  his  good  offices 
for  a  peace  between  us  and  the  Sabines, 
1  hope  all  will  join  in  the  fame  medi- 
ation, who  have  children  here;  for  I 
already  know  not  to  which  party  ray 
heart  would  wi(h  fuccefs,  if  a  war 
(liould  enfue;  for  I  find  a  wife  is  no 
longer  a  daughter,  or  any  other  name 
which  comes  in  competition  with  that 
relation :  but  hope  things  will  C)  end» 
thai  I  may  have  the  pleilure  to  be 
the  f;iitl)rui  contort  of  an  honeft  man, 
without  inrerfViing  with  any  otUct' wua- 
ra^leii  efpecially  that  of, 

Madnm, 
Your  dutiful  child. 


it 
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-R4BtT  ST  IVA  CAtTBA  CITPIOO* 


Orio. 


TBI   BATTLE   OF   ETES. 

IT  has  brcn  al>wys  my  opinion,  that 
a  m3n  id  love  ihould  aiiclrels  hioi- 
fclf  to  his  m  il-wAi  wiib  fiaiFion  znd  fin- 
cerity  )  anJ  th:it  if  ihih  method  fail$» 
it  is  in  vain  for  him  to  have  rvcourie  to 
.artifice  or  ilinTimulition,  in  which  he 
yn\\  always  find  himldf  voHled,  un^ 
lefs  he  he  a  much  hetter  pioBcicnt  in 
|he  ait  than  any  man  I  have  yet  beep 
apq'iaintcd  with. 

The  following  letter  is  a  very  natural 
fXPmp'.ficTiion  of  what  I  liave  here  ;id- 
vanced.  I  have  called  it  The  BatHe  of 
Eyes,  as  it  brought  to  my  nr.ind  fevtral 
combatsof  the  fame  nature,  which  I  have 
formerly  had  with  Mrs.  Ann  Page. 

•  WEIT  M*.  MYITLC, 

T  Have  for  fome  time  been  fi?i«ly  fmit-^ 
■*  ten  bv  Mrs.  L"cyi  who  is  a  maiden 
lady  in  the  twenty -eighth  year  of  her  age. 
8he  has  fo  much  of  the  coquette  in  her, 
that  it  fupplies  the  place  of  youth,  and 
ft  ill  keep$  up  the  girl  in  her  afpc^  and 
behaviour.  She  has  found  out  the  art 
of  making  me  believe  that  I  have  the 
-ill  ft  place  in  her  aif.51ion,  and  yet  lb 
puzzles  me  by  a  double  tongue,  and  an 
^mbi^uQus  look,  that  about  once  a  fort> 
pighi  I  fancy  I  have  qyiie  lolt  her.  I 
was  the  oihcr  night  at  theo^»era,  where 
feeing  a  place  in  the  fecond  row  of  the 
Qnecn's  bi>x  kept  by  M«?.  Lucy's  li- 
very, I  placed  myfelf  in  the  pit  dircf^ly 
ovcr-againft  her  footman,  being  dcter- 
tninrd  to  ogle  her  moft  pafTionately  all 
that  eveninj;.  I  had  not  ;nken  my  ftand 
there  n'-vove  a  qii:»r:erpf  an  hour,  when 
Enirr  Mn,  Lucy,     At  her  firiV  coming 

^  in,  I  exjv^lrd  fhc  would  have  cifl  her  eye 
tipon  her  humhle  fcivant;  but,  infiead 
of  that,  aft.'i  having  diopp*?*!  cuitfcy  af- 
tpr  rurtfty  lo  hi!r  frit-uds  in  the  boxes,  flie 
brg.^n  to  deal  her  falutes  about  the  pit 
in  the  fame  libeial  manner.  Although 
I  llood  in  the  full  point  of  viiw,  anc*, 
as  I  ihou'^ht,  ir.nde  a  better  6gure  than 
•ny  brdv  about  me,  (he  (lid  htr  eye  over 
me,  cuftfied  to  the  rij'bt  and  to  the  left, 

jnr/wnii/./  nor  /re  me  for  the  fp;^ce  of 


^nd   myfelf  thus  openly  affronted  oa 
every  fide,  and  was  refolved  to  let  Yax 
know  my  refentments  by  the  firft  op. 
ftortunity.     This  happened  foon  after; 
for  Mrs.  Lucy  looking  upon  ve,  at 
tho«igh  fbe  had  bur  juit  difcovered  mci 
(he  bfpun  to  fink  in  the  firtt  offer  to  a 
curtfty;  upon  which,  tnflcad of  making 
her  any  teturn,  I  cocked  my  note,  and 
ftared  at  the  upper  gallery;  and  imme* 
diate'y  after  rail  !ig  myfelf  on  tiptoe, 
ftre'ched  out  mv  n»c!c,  and  bowed  lo  a 
lady  who  fat  jult  behind  her.     I  (bond, 
by   my  coquette's   behaviour,  that  fhi 
was  not  a  little  nettled  at  this  my  civi- 
lity, which  paffed  over  her  head.     She 
looked  as  pale  as  afhef,  fell  a  talking 
with  one  that  fat  next  her,  and  broke 
out  into  feveral  forced  fmilcs  and  fits  of 
laughtrr,  which  I  dare  fay  there  was  no 
^  manner  of  occafion  for.    Being  refblred 
to   pxifh    my   fucccfs,    I   cafl   my  eye 
through  the  whole  circle  of  beauties, 
and  made  my  bow  to  every  one  that  I 
knfw,  and  to  feveral  whom  I  never  faw 
before  in  my  life.     Things  were  thui 
come  to  an  open  ruptiu-e,  when  the  cur<- 
tain  riftng,  I  was  forced  to  face  about. 
I  h.td  not  fit  down  long,  but  my  heart 
relenie  !,  and  give  nie  feveral  girds  and 
twitches  for    rhe  harb-^rous    treatment 
wh  ch  I  had  (hewn  to  Mrs.  Lucy.     I 
lonf^ed  to  (ee  the  a6l  ended,  and  to  m^ke 
reparation  for  what   I  had  done.     At 
the  tiill  riling  of  the  audience,  between 
the  :i6^f,  our  eyes  met;  but  as  mine  he- 
gun  to  offer  a  pa»lry,  the  hard-hearted  - 
(lut  conveyed  hei Tclf  behind  an  old  lady, 
in  Inch  a  nnnncr ,  thar  Aie  was  conceiietl 
fiom  me   for  levcral   moments.     This 
gave  me  new  matter  of  indignation,  ind 
I  bfffun  to  fart  V  I  had  lofl  her  for  ever. 
Wbde    I    w;js    \Xk.   this    perplexity    of 
thought,  Mis.  Lucy   lifted    herfelf  up 
from    lK.h'r.d   the   l»dy  who  (hadowed 
hfr,    \rM\  pe*?ped  at   me  over  her  right- 
(houldcr.    *  Nay,  Madam.*  ihinks  I  to 
myfelf,  *  if  tho<e  are  vour  tricks,  I  will 
*.  give  \ou  as  good  as  you  bring:'  up- 
on wl»ich  I  v>ithdiew,  in  a  great  pafHoRi 
behind  a  tail  bicid-Aiouldeted   fellow^ 
iwt>Q  >fA%  very  Utckifv  ^lac*^  brfofe  me, 
\  \ivft  U'X  Vico^»  V«n  >\  \taJ\  \Vt^^  Sfc- 
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Smi^  mn9  tbe  word;  but  being 
ical'y  in  that^  (ituation,  I  a^ain 
d  into  open  candle  light,  when 
;  for  Mrs.  Lucy,  I  could  lee  no- 
lut  the  old  woman,  who  fcieened 
the  remiining  part  of  the  intcr- 
I  was  then  forced  to  ^it  down  to 
»nd  a^,  being  very  much  agitated 
tnented  in  mind.  I  was  terribly 
that  (he  had  difcuvered  my  un- 
.,  as  well  knowing,  that  if  (he 
me  :;t  fuch  an  advantage,  (he 
ufe  me  like  a  dog.  For  this  rea- 
ras  lefo'ved  to  play  the  indifferent 
«r  at  mv  next  (landing  up.  The 
a^t  tnerefore,  was  no  fooner 
I,  but  I  fattened  my  eye  upon  a 
woman  who  fat  at  the  further  end 
boxes,  whifpcring,  at  the  (aine 

0  one  who  wis  near  me,  with  an 
>leafure  and  admiration.  I  gazed 
h:r  a  long  time,  when  Healing 
:c  at  Mr«.  Lucy,  wiih  a  dcfign 
low  /he  took  it,  I  found  her  face 
irned  another  way,  and  that  (he 
aniining,  from  head  to  foo%  a 
well-drefTeJ  rafcal  whj  Hood  be- 
ir.  This  cut  me  to  the  qtiickj 
lotwithftandjpg  I  tolTcd  back  my 
appecf  my  fnufF-box,  dil'played 
idkerchief,  and  at  lall  cracked  a 
h  an  orange- wench  to  attia£l  her 
5  pcrfifteii  in  ^er  confounded  oofle, 
s.  Robin f on  came  upon  the  ftajsje 
relief.      I  nov  fat  down   futfi- 

mortiHed;    and  determined,  at 

1  of  the  opera,  to  make  my  fub- 
.  in  the  moft  humble  manner.  Ac- 
rly,  rifing  up,  I  put  on  a  fneak- 
nitential  look;  but,  to  my  un- 
ble    coiifufion,   found   lier  back 

upon  me. 
d  now  fivthing  left  for  it  but  to 


make  amends  for  d\  by  Yianding  her  t 
her  cbair.  1  bulUed  through  the  crowd* 
and  got  to  her  box -door  as  fbon  as  poT. 
fible,  when,  to  my  utter  confufion,  the 
young  puppy,  I  have  been  telling  vom 
of  before,  bolted  out  upon  me  with  Mrs* 
Lucy  in  his  hand.  I  could  not  h  tie 
ilarted  back  with  greater  prcci^itarioii 
if  I  had  met  a  ghoft.  The  malicioot 
gipfy  look  no  notice  of  mej  but  turning 
afide  her  head,  faid  fomething  to  her  dor 
of  a  gentleman. u^er,  with  a  fmile  that 
went  to  my  heart.  I  could  not  fleep  all 
night  for  it,  and  the  next  morning  writ 
tUe  following  letter  to  her. 


J  Proreft  I  meant  nothing  by  what  pafled 
'^  lait  nij^t,  and  beg  you  will  put  the 
moll  candid  interpretation  ,up.»n  mr 
looks  and  a^flions;  for  however  my  eyes 
may  wander,  theie  is  none  but  Mrs. 
Lucy  who  has  the  entire  pofTeiTion  ol  mj 
heart.  J  am,  Madam,  with  a  paiiiua 
that  IS  not  to  be  expi'tfTcd  cuher  by  lov  kfp 
words,  or  aftitnis,  your  molt  unaiicH* 
able,  and  moii  humble  Servant, 

Tom  VVhiffli. 

And  now,  Sir,  what  do  you  think 
was  her  anlWc;?  VVIjy,  to  give  you  a 
true  notion  of  her,  and  that  you  tmy 
gtiei's  at  a. I  her  curled  tricks  by  this  one 
^ — Here  it  is. 

MK-  WHirrLK, 
T  Am  very  much  fui-prized  to  hear  yon 
*  talk  of  any  thing  that  paflTcd  between 
us  lift  night,  when,  to  the  bell  of  my  re- 
mt*mb<-ance|  1  have  not  feen  you  thefe 
tlirte  days.     Your  fervaot, 

L.T. 


N^  VIII.     SATURDAY,    MARCH   13: 


IMqjOENOA   TELLUt  KT   DOMUS  IT  PLACir^S  VZOft. 


Hot. 


\e  calculation  of  a  man*s  happi- 
f  in  life,  there  is  no  one  ciicum- 
which  ought  more  carefully  to  be 
red,  than  the  objeft  of  one's  love, 
r  will  certainly  take  full  pod'eflion 
heart,  except  it  be  refilled  in  tune, 
e  u:mo(t  m«idnefi  to  let  youi  af- 
s  fix  where  you  cannot  expert  the 
ation  of  your  rea/bn.  It  a  man 
c  f^  this  ^recaptiop,  ki»  fUy» 


will  pafs  away  with  fiivolous  pleafuret 
and  (oiid  vexations ;  his  own  ret^eftiont 
only  mult  (often  his  mi>fjituncs  and 
afllii^ions;  but  he  can  have  no  re* 
courle,  no  help  from  his  cooler  ihougiitf, 
who  dare  not  adiaii  his  leaion  into  hit 
ppiinc  1.  We  CHnnot  look  back  U|Km 
ttie  pleafures  which  fli.w  liom  Lofe  de. 
'  file,  hut  wAV^  ii:iv\o\V«  '^tv^  cn^\\\\\\\^^« 
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tlvm  on  occiHons  of  diftref?,  to  Sorrow 
comfoit}  but  honourable  love»  though 
it  hjs  a\]  the  foftnefi  an<i  tendernefs 
which  iiiiaj;ination  can  form,  can  be  ad- 
mitted under  the  fevereft  affli^ion^  and 
h  the  beft  inftrument  to  break  tSc  foicej 
Init  as  it  breaks  the  force  ot  101  row,  it 
€loe«  not  do  it  by  wl>olIy  removin^r  it*s 
affiif^ion,  but  rather  by  diverfifying  it. 
He  that  is  under  any  great  calamity, 
lofcs  the  fcnfc  of  it,  as  it  touches  hinfi- 
lelF;  and  his  affli^^ion*  which,  pei'h.tps, 
would  have  had  in  it  the  tenoK  of  tear 
and  fliame,  i?,  by  the  neg'ev-1  of  his 
c»wn  part  in  the  atfair,  turned  o.^lv  into 
pity  and  compaifion  f'^v  a  tender  wife 
who  participates  it.  This  k:nd  of  con- 
cern carries  an  antidote  to  it*s  poifon; 
and  the  merit  o\  her  rc£;ard  to  him  has 
Ibo-.ething  in  it  fo  pleating,  that  the  foul 
ftcls  a  tccret  confc,I'»iori  in  ihc  haj^p-- 
mels  of  being  prflclV. d  ot  fuch  t  compa- 
nion, at  the  fame  tim.-  that  he  thinks  her 
|>articipation  is  the  .;ieaie(l  aittcleof  his 
diltrefs.  In  all  agfs,  men  viho  ha\c 
differed  fiom  the  fe-^timcnts  of  the 
world,  when  they  h'tvc  been  precipitat- 
ed by  fury  and  p;u»y,  and  been  facri- 
ficed  to  the  i-a;:e  of  their  enemies,  have, 
in  trials  of  this  foit,  funk  Mn.ier  thfir 
dillrclTes,  or  behavr-l  *'...  ,.,:.i\f<:  .l.cert- 
ly  in  then..  •  :*..-..  10  the  lu piwrt 
whirh  the  •:■.  t;  ..a  v.iiii  i  om  the  do- 
mcihc  partntrs  of  their alBiftion.  This 
h  an  opportunity  'o  vent  the  liccrct  pangs 
of  heart  to  one  wliofe  love  makes  no- 
thing ungra'tTul;  or,  to  utter  the  fcnfe 
ot  inturies,  where  that  appears  Conf'cious 
virtviV,  which  to  any  otiier  audience 
would  found  like  pride  and  arrogance. 
There  aie  indeed  very  tender  things 
to  be  recited  from  the  writings  of  poeti- 
cal authors,  which  exprcis  the  utmoft 
teiidcriiols  ;nan  amorous  commerce;  hut 
indeed  I  ncv^r  read  any  thing  which,  to 
^\^\,  had  fo  much  nr.tiire  and  love,  as  an 
exnr^flion  or  two  in  |he  following  let- 
tei';  but  the  reader  mu ft  be  let  into  the 
ciicumrtance  of  the  matter,  to  have  a 
right  lenfc  of  it.  The  ep  ttlc  was  writ- 
ten by  a  gentlewoman  to  her  h«fl>and, 
who  was  comlemncd  to  futT.i  d?::»  h, 
T'ni!  unfoiiunaie  cataftrophe  happer.td 
at  Exeter  in  the  time  of  the  !a:e  rebel- 
lie  n.  A  gentKm<*n,  vvhofc  name  waa 
Penruddoek,  10  whom  the  le.tiT  w;<5 
wiiitcn,  wq^  ba.b.iroufly  fcntenc-d  ?o 
flic  without  the  le.il  ayvpearancc  ^.f  j.ut'- 
tic-  Htf  afjrrtt-d  tne  vlWgaW.^  ^i  \\\% 
enemies  procccdiPS^i  wlib  a  fpmi  nww- 


thy  his  innocence;  and,  the  night Wim 
his  death,  hit  lady  writ  to  him  ih:  let- 
ter which  I  fo  much  admire,  and  i»  ii 
follows. 

MRS.  PENRUDDOCK*t  LAST  LITTII 
TO  lIEJt  HUSBAND. 

MT   DKAt   nrAIT, 

"\T  Y  fad  pai  ting  was  fo  far  frcm  ntak. 
•*■  •*■  ing  me  forget  you,  thai  I  Icira 
thought  upon  myieif  fince,  but  viho'.Ir 
upon  you,    Thofr  dear  em*  rsci^  wliiA 
I  yet  feel,  and   ihill  never  lotV,  wtg 
the  faithful  teitimo.'.ies  cf  an  iiJoifscEt 
htiH^and,  have  cliarme«l  my  !jui  to  ludi 
a  tevercnce  of  yout  rtmrmbmncc,  crjt, 
were  i:  poifible,  I  would,  with  my  o»a 
biv^od,  cement  your  dead  Hmb«  to  life 
pg*in;  an!  (vv:ih  rtvererce)  'hirkittsa 
fin  to  r^':  Hv  aen  a  1  tile  wr.ilc  iunenof 
a  mjrryr.    Oh,  my  d-^at!  \pii  »miiir.w» 
pi-rdj:!  my  paJjion,  ihis  being  r.-y  loft 
(o'l  fatal  wor'l!)  that  ever  yt."vi;l re- 
ceive from  me;  and  knov .  ^  :.t  ufinl 
the  \ii\  minute  that  I  c-.  .  nagiTicvfl 
fhall  live,  I  will  lacr  »:'•'  :  »e  mi   'rr*  ?f 
a  Chr.llian,  ar  *  rhc  .,:.Mns  oi  an  if- 
fliclrd  WjT.      Ati  I  W..C.1  vtvi  are  DOf, 
(whtch  Aire  by  f\  mpaihy  I  (halt  km»«) 
I   'M:!!:  \v:fh  my- own   d.lTjiuti.n  •iia 
you,  that  To  we  may  go  hand  in  har.dio 
Heaven.     * Tis  too  late  to  tell  yoj  «l:it 
I  have,   or   rather  have  not  doiie  for 
you ;  how  turn*d  out  of  doors  becsufe  I 
came  to  l>cg  mercy;  the  Lord  by  not 
your  blood  to  thejr  charge  \    I  wouid 
tain  difcourfe  longer  with  you,  btit  dart 
not;  paffion  begins  to  drown  mvaaf^'Q* 
and  will  rob  me  of  my  ^rvoirtt  which 
is  all  I  have  left  to  ferve  ycu.    M^t 
therefore,  ten  thoufand  times,  my  dear* 
eit  dear;  and  fmce  I  muft  n«\*er  lee  vou 
more,  take  this  prayer:  M^y  your  f|th 
be  fo  ftrtngthenrd,  that  your  conftancy 
may  continue,  and  then  I  know  Hearen 
will  receive  )ou;  whither  grief  and  lore 
will  \^  a  fhort  time  (I  hope)  tranflitr, 
my  dear,  your  fad,  but  conftant  wifci 
even  to  love  your  a  flics  when  dead, 

Arundel  Penrudpocc 


MaV    3d,   1655,  II  AT  MCHT. 

Your  chil<(ren  beg  your  biefling,  and 
prclisnt  their  duties  to  ycu. 

I  do  not  know  ihnt  I  have  ever  r«l 
any  tHm^:  fo  affeiHionriip  as  :hai  lim-^ 
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efs,  which  I  (hall  recite  alfo,  that 
m  may  difpure  whether  the  i:j.in 
vaman  cxDrefled  themielves  the 
f.ilv,  and  iiiive  to  iiniTnte  them 
circumftanco  of  diftrcf  ;  for 
II,   DO  couple    upon   ear:h   are 


£NRUDDOCK  <;  LAST   LETTER 
TO  HXS  LADT. 

ttST,  BIST   or  CREATVRIl! 

taken  leave  of  the  world  when  T 
ived  yours:  it  did  at  once  recal 
idnefs  f.  r  life,  and  enable  me  to 
it.  As  I  am  furc  I  fin  11  have 
;hind  me  like  you,  which  weakens 
»lution  to  pan  from  you;  fo,  when 
\  I  am  going  to  a  place  \%hci*e 
re  non^  but  fuch  as  you,  I  re- 
ny  courage.  3ut  fondnefs  breaks 
n  me;  and  as  I  would  not  have 
irs  flow  to-morrow^  when  your 


hufband,  and  the  father  of  our  dear 
babes,  is  a  pubiic  fpe^lacle ;  do  noc 
think  meanly  of  nrie,  that  I  give  way  to 
eiftf  now  in  private,  wheo  I  fee  my 
fand  run  fo  fatt,  and  I  within  a  few  h^uis 
am  to  leave  you  helplefr,  and  cxpoi<:d 
to  the  niercilefs  and  infolent,  thr.t  hafe 
virongfully  put  me  to  a  (hamclcfs  death, 
and  will  0(>je6^  that  (hame  to  my  poor 
children.  I  thank^  you  for  all  your 
goodnefs  to  me}  and  will  endeavour  Co 
to  die,  as  to  do  nothing  unworthy  that 
virtue  in  which  we  have  mutually  fup- 
poriedtach*  other,  and  for  which  I  dc- 
lire  you  not  to  repine  that  I  am  firft  to 
be  rewarded :  (incc  you  ever  preferred 
me  to  yourfeJf  in  all  other  tl  in--:,  af- 
ford me,  with  chearfulnelV,  ihe  prece- 
dence in  this. 

I  defirf*  yjur  pnyers  in  the  article  of 
death,  fcj  w.y  o^vn  will  then  be  oflered 
for  you  diid  yours. 

J.  Penruddock, 


N<>  IX.    TUESDAY,    MARCH  16. 


Q.UANTA   LAB0RA8  IN  CHARYBOI  I 


HOR. 


O  N  my  opening  the  Lover^s 
lox  this  morning,  I  found  nothing 
ut  the  folh-wing  le'ier,  nnde  up 
licely,  and  fealed  with  a  litiie 
boldmg  a  flaming  heart  in  each 
and  circumicribed,  Lo^ue  unites 
find,  by  the  contents  of  tins  iCt- 
lat  my  correfpondent  will  foon 
-  his  device,  and  perhaps  make 
ure  of  Hymen  perform  thar  part 
,  at  piefent,  he  has  affigned  to 


you  are  a  man  of  experience  in 
le  world,  I  l>eg  your  advice  in  a 
-  of  great  importance  to  me.  I 
(or  (oroe  time,  been  engaged  in 
friendfhip  with  a  fine  woman : 
knowledge  of  mankind  will  eafily 
1  you  of  the  purport  of  that 
.  In  (hort,  I  have  lived  with  her, 
hz/lefrimd,  in  the  utmoft  pro- 
of that  term:  but,  at  prefent,  I 
nder  a  very  great  eni^jarrals;  for 
^  run  out  n;ioft  of  my  fortune  in 
uiie  of  my  converfation  with  her, 
myliflf  neceilitated  to  go  into  a 
ray  of  life,  and  bv  .that  means  to 
myfelf  whole  agam*    A  favour* 


able  opportunity  prcfenrs  itfelf :  a  rich 
wiJo^v  (the  common  refug  of  us  idle 
fcllowj^)  has  fpoke  kindiy  of  me,  and  I 
have  re.^ron  to  believe  will  very  Shortly 
put  me  in  poflVlFion  of  her  pe:  fon  and 
jointure.  Tell  nip,  dear  Mr.  Mvitle, 
how  I  (hall  communicate  this  affair  to 
the  poor  creature  whom  I  am  going  to 
forfake.  If  I  kn<iw  her  temper,  (he 
loves  me  Co  well,  that  (he  would  rather 
fee  tne  bcggar'd  and  '.mdone,  than  in  a 
Itate  of  wealth  and  eafe  with  another 
woman.  She  w.ll  cail  my  endeavours 
to.inake  myfclf  h:*ppy,  being  falfe  to 
hor.  Nay,  1  don't  know  but  (he  may 
be  fo©l  cnovgh'to  mak-  away  with  her- 
felf;  for  the  lad  time  I  talked  to  hcTf 
and  mentioned  this  affair  at  a  diftance^ 
(he  fremed  to  (hew  a  curfed  hankering 
after  purling  ftreums.  Let  me  conjure 
thee,  old  Maimadukc,  if  thou  wilt  not 
give  nie  fume  aiivice,  to  give  fomc  to 
this  poor  woman  5  make  her  fen fiblc  that 
a  man  docs  not  take  a  miftiefs  for  bet- 
ter for  worlc,  and  that  there  is  fome  dif- 
ference between  a  lover  and  a  hufband. 
But  you  know  better  than  I  can  tell  you, 
what  to  fay  upon  fo  nice  a  fubje^.  I 
am  your  mod  humble  fen^antj 


•X\«i^ 
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T^'PiT  is  noTh in g  which  I  rr»nrcnbhor, 
thjii  th  .t  JcincJ  i'i'  wit  wh-rh  brtrays  a 
liarJnri-  of  heart.  lQ!u:mi'  Jtv  m  ncv<r 
£o  o«liyin,  a>  when  i  is  prrii'ir'til  with 
mitih  ar.-.l  w.nionncis.  Jf  J  mavmike 
fo  t'lce  with  my  correljv  nJcnr,  he 
fern. s  to  he  i*  man  of  ihisurlucky  turn. 
I  flia.i  n  .t  fall  into  ti  c  latiu-  i'lv.tX  which 
1  con  !cmn  in  hitn;  hut,  th  it  I  may  be 
iciious  (»i  fuch  an  rccalion,  will  Mre 
my  rt.iJT^  to  cun(j:ter  thoicughly  the 
evils  \vh  ch  thev  arc  heaping  up  to  thcm- 
fclvtfi,  v'^^n  thiy  enrnige  in  i  criminal 
am-  in .  Ii  they  d^c  in  it,  ihry  know  very 
fvtl!  \vii.'.i  mult  be  the  dreadful  confe- 
qutnce.  It  either  of  them  break  lootk 
fif»m  theothei,  the  n.elanchoW  and  vex- 
ation tha:  are  prcduceii  on  (iich  occa- 
sions, are  too  (Icar  a  payment  for  thofe 
ple.ifures  v-hch  preceded,  and  are  pait, 
as  though  they  had  never  bfcn. 

The  woman  is  gi'ncrally  the  p'cateft- 
fiift'erer  in  cales  of  this  nature;  for  by 
the  long  ob(erva'ion:%  I  have  made  on 
both  fexes,  I  have  ell ;iMi Hied  this  as  a 
maxim,  that  ivo/nen  JiffemhU  thtir  paf- 
Jiom  better  than  men^  but  that  tKfnJuh' 
due  their  fajlioai  better  ihan  vM9:ien^ 

i  have  hcaid  a  Itory  to  my  prcfcnt 
|nirpoii',  wh'ch  has  very  much  alfefted 
me.  The  g^•nt^cm1n,  from  whom  I 
heaid  it,  was  an  eye-witnefs  ot  i'everal 
parts  of  it. 

*  About  fen  years  ago  there  lived  r\x 
Vienna  a  Geiman  C.»unt,  who  Indi  »ng 
ente:Uiiiitil  a  J"-:<'nt  :»:rour*viili  a  vc iipp 
lady  of  a  confulniibic  fimily.  Alter  a 
ct:rrcfj>cnd*  ncc  of  i::i  J  ianti  lirhhad 

laltcd  two  OT  ihiec  yors,  i.jt  t.uher  of 
the  yo»in;r  Conri;  w'-.^rc  family  wns  ic- 
duccd  to  a  low  cordition,  found  oi:t  a 
Teiy  a:lv:v.)t:.gcoiis  nmtch  for  him,  and 
in::dc  his  foit  fLrifihlc  ihnt  lie  ouijht,  in 
common  pu-.d^mce,  to  clofe  with 'it. 
The  Ci»unr,  u;h>ii  tht-  firlt  opportunity, 
acquaintv-d  his  miftrcfs  very  fairly  with 
what  hail  prffcd,  and  laid  the  whole 
matter  l>erotc  !.er,  with  fuch  free;k:m 
aiul  o{)cnner5  of  heart,  that  (he  fecmi.»ply 
confenlcJ  t«»  it.  S'l-:  onl)  d^'firctl  ol  hitn 
that  they  migfht  h-vc  one  met  ting  n»ore, 
before  thty  purifMi  for  ever.  The  plice 
appi>intcd  for  t!iis  thv-ir  mre^ip*  ^^*  ' 
grove,  which  tbnds  at  a  little  dilla«te 


from  the  town.  They  fonYerftil  rest- 
ther  in  tl.is  {:Iace  fcr  feme  lirrt,  "^'-^ 
on  afjJJen  the  la  'v  p'.lL- 1  out  a  rf-cir- 
piltol,  and  fh  .t  her  lovtr  to  the  hi:  IJ 
that  he  imaie  liatcl  vf^*!!  .1o\^ti  drad  sr  "^ 
fcer.  She  :hrn  rf-rin-J  To  he:  \\\y^'\ 
houfe,  telling  every  cnt  (he  mi-:  ^l-:t 
flie  h.tii  done.  Her  friends,  U!>  n  "  :■?• 
irg  her  ftory,  would  have  f*j-rJ  ^X 
means  for  htr  to  make  her  eic-j^i  r'li 
ihe  told  them  (he  had  killed  !  tr  \y 
Count,  becaufe  ihe  couU  not  Ivcviv- 
out  him;  ard  that  for  the  fame  tnlbi 
fhe  was  refolved  to  follow  him  by  wl":»-* 
ever  way  jutlice  fliould  determine.  S.i< 
was  no  fuoner  leized,  but  (he  avo^cJ 
her  guilt,  reje^ed  all  excutes  tbt  v:re 
made  in  her  favour,  and  only  b;;::! 
that  her  execution  might  he  fpee  r-  *  *' 
was  fentenced  10  have  her  head  cu:  cf, 
and  was  apprchenfnre  of  notirn\:  r.c 
that  the  intcre(V  of  her  fiicnd:-  i:>i  ulJ 
obtain  a  pardon  for  her-  WIieTi  ^>t 
confclTor approacYied  her»  (healk^lh -^ 
where  he  thought  was  the  foul  ct  •:.t 
dertd  Count? 'He  replied,  that  Kdc: 
was  very  dangerous,  confuWiniJ-s 
circumiiances  in  which  he  died,  l',  " 
this,  fo  defpera:e  was  her  frtr.jy,  i:*' 
(he  bid  him  leave  her,  for  that  flic  *^ 
refulved  to  go  to  the  fame  phce  »here 
the  Count  was.  The  pricft  wasfcrcJ 
to  give  her  better  hopes  of  the  dcctJt- 
eil,  from  confiderationt  that  he  v-:i 
upon  the  point  of  breaking  off  fo  cr;- 
m<nnl  a  commerce*  and  leading  a  r;:<r 
lif'*,  !>efore  he  coulJ  bring  her  minH  ic  J 
tem{>er  fit  for  one  who  wns  fo  nzur  ^wl' 
end.  Upf^  the  day  of  her  exccu!i.'ii 
fhe  dreflftd  hcrfelf  in  all  her  c.rna:ner  ?, 
and  w.dktrd  towards  the  fdffold,  r..c^ 
like  an  ex|>e£ling  bride  than  a  c.;- 
demned  ciintinal.  My  friend  til!*  i" 
th:tt  he  faw  her  placed  in  the  cb^ir,  ui- 
cording  to  the  cuiloni  of  that  p!:i:\ 
whi:;f,  after  having  rtreiche.1  orr  r - 
neck  with  an  air  of  joy,  (he  called  U:iLr. 
the  name  of  the  Coum,  which  wi>  --•'*• 
appointed  fignal  for  the  execuriy  r, 
who,  with  a  (ingle  blow  of  hii  iw»  -» 
fevered  her  head  from  her  botly.' 

My  reader  may  draw,  withou'  m^ 
a/Tutancc,  a  fuitabie  moral  out  ol  w 
tragical  a  llory. 


NiX. 
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tt^Iy  jbeen  very  much  teazed 
thought  of  Mrs.  Anne  Page, 
mory  of  thofe  many  cruelties 
fered  from  that  obdurate  fair 
.  Anne  was  in  a  paiticular 
f-  fond  of  China  ware,  againlt 
1  unfortunately  declared  my 
[  do  not  know  but  this  was 
afion  of  her  coldnefs  towards 
makes  me  Tick  at  the  very 
^hina  difh  ever  fmcc.     This 
iitrodu£lion  I  can  make  for 
difcourfe,  which  may  fervc  to 
t  till  I  am  more  at  leifure  tu 
hreadof  my  amoui-s, 
e  no  inclmations  in  women 
;  furprife  me  than  their  paf- 
ilk  and  China.    7'he  Hrllof 
les  wears  out  in  a  little  time; 
AToman  is  vifited  with  the  fe- 
«raUy  takes  poflefTion  of  her 
hina  vefTcls  are  play-things 
:)f  ail  ages.     An  old  lady  of 
all   be  as  bufy  in  cleaning 
andarin,  as  her  great  grand- 
n  dreding  her  baby, 
mon  way  of  purchafingfuch 
may  l;elicve  my  female  in-, 
by  exchanging  old  fiiits  of 
his  brittle  Ware.     The  pot- 
i  have,  it  feems,  tbtir  factors 
ice,  who  retail  out  their  fe- 
A^tures  for  call  cloaths  and 
•d  garments.  I  have  known 
:oat  metamorphofed  into  a 
,  and  a  pair  of  breeches  into 
For  this  reafon  my  friend 
in  the  city,  calls  his  great 
is  nobly  furnifhed  out  with 
life's  wardrobe,     *  In  yon- 
/  lays  he,  *  are  above  twen- 
cloaths,  and  on  that  fcni- 
j  an  hundred  yards  of  fur- 
Ik.     You   cannot  imagine 
f  night  gowns,  ftays,  and 
went  to  the  'raifisg  of  that 

The  worft  of  it  is/  fays 
)f  cloaths  is  nut  fuifered  to 
's  time,  that  it  may  be  the 
jble;  fo  that  in  reality  this 
)rc  dextrous  way  of  picking 
id*s  pocket,   who  is  often 

a  great  vafe  of  China, 
incie^  thst  he  is  buyine  a 
-  a  iilkgowD  for  his  wile/ 


There  is  likewife  another  iaconveniencc 
in  this  female  paflion  for  China,  namclyt. 
that  it  adminitlers  10  tliem  great  matta 
for  wrath  and  forrow.  .  How  much  an- 
ger and  affliction  are  produced  daily  in 
the  hearts  of  my  dear  country  womcDybf 
the  bieich  of  tnis-  frail  furniture!  Soni 
pf  them  pay  half  their  fervants  wages  in 
China  fragments,  which  their  carelefs- 
nefs  has  produced.     <  If  thou  hall  a 

*  piece  of  earthen  ware,  confider,^  fay  a 
Kpi6letusy  *  that  it  is  a  piece  of  earthen 

*  ware,  and  by  confequence  veiy  eafy 

*  and  obnoxious  to  be  broken:  be  not, 
^  therefore,  fo  vend  of  reafon,  as  to  be 
^  angry  or  grieved  when  this  comes  to 
'  pafs/  In  order,  therefore,  to  exempt 
my  fair  readers  frqm  fuch  additional  and 
fupernumerary  calamities  of  life,  I  would 
advile  them  to  forbear  dealing  in  thefe 
peri(hable  con^modiues,  tiU  fuch  time  as 
they  are  philofophers  enough  to  keep 
their  temper  at  the  fall  of  a  tea-pot  or  a 
China  cup.  I  (hall  fiuther  recommend 
to  their  ferious  confideration  thefe  three 
particulars.  Fiift,  That  all  China  ware 
IS  of  a  weak  and  tranfitory  nature.  Se- 
condly, That  the  fafhion  of  it  is  change- 
able.  And,  Thirdly,  Thnt  it  is  of  no 
ufe.  And  firft  of  the  Fii  ft.  The  fragi^ 
lity  of  China  is  fuch  as  a  reafpntble  be- 
ing ought  by  no  means  to  fet  it*s  heart 
upon^  though  at  the  fame  time  I  ani 
afraid  I  may  complain  with  Seneca  on  ■ 
the  like  occafion,  that  this  very  consi- 
deration recommends  them  to  our  cholcei 
our  luxury  being  grown  fo  wanton,  that 
this  kind  of  tieifure  becomes  the  more 
valuable,  the  more  eafilywemay  be  de- 
prived of  ir,  and  that  it  receives  a  price 
from  it's  brittlenefs.  There  is  a  kind 
of  oftentation  in  wealth,  which  iets  the 
pofleflbrs  of  it  upon  diftinguifliing  them- 
felvcs  in  thole  things  where  it  is  hard  for 
the  poor  to  follow  ihcm.  For  this  reafon, 

I  have  often  wondered  th«|  our  ladies 
have  not  taken  pleafure  in  egg-fhells^ 
efpecially  in  thole  which  are  curioufly 
ftained  and  ftteaked,  and  which  are  fo 
very  tender,  that  they  require  the  niceft 
hand  to  hold  without  breaking  them* 
Bur,  as  if  the  brittlenefs  of  this  waro 
were  not  fufHcicnt  to  mnke  it  codl^^  vVa 
very  f  a(h\otv  oi  \x.  \%  c\vATv%i«L>2\c\  Ww^Ccl 
brings  u\t  to  m^  fccowA  ^^^LtuoaX-tt 
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It  may  char.ce  that  a  piece  of  China 
may  furvive  alt  ihufe  accidents  to  which 
it  ii  by  nature  liuble,  and  lail  for  fome 
years,  if  righity  fituated  and  taken  care 
of.  To  rcmHy,  therefore,  this  incon- 
wnienc^,  it  is  f o  ordernl  that  the  Aiape  of 
k  (hall  growiKifiQiionable;  which nn^kes 
new  fuppIieK  alwayj  neccfTiry,  and  fur- 
nifties  employment  for  Hfc  to  women  of 
great  and  generous  fouls,  who  cannot  live 
out  of  the  mod;".  I  myfelf  nfmcmuer 
when  there  were  fcwChma  veflels  to  !« 
fetrn  that  held  more  than  adifh  of  co(r<?e| 
hut  their  \\2t  \%  (6  gradually  rniargeJ, 
that  there  arc  many,  at  pretent,  which 
aie  capable  of  holding  half  a  hogfhcad* 
The  fafhion  of  the  tea-cup  is  alfo  greatly 
iltered,  and  has  iiin  through  a  wonder- 
ful variety  of  colour,  (hape,  and  fiae. 

But,  in  the  lad  place,  China  ware  is 
of  no  u(e.  Who  would  not  laugh  to  iee 
a  fmith^  fhop  fut  nilhed  with  anviU  and 
kammers  ol  C:nna?  The  furniture  of  a 


lady's  favoiu-ite  room  it  alrogcthera 
ab!urd:  you  fee  Jan  of  a  prudi^so- 
|>acity  that  are  to  hold  nothing.  Ihm 
lecn  horiea»  and  herds  of  cattle,  iaokii 
fine  fort  of  porceUinj  not  to  nfniioflt}* 
feveral  Chincfe  ladies,  who,  perhap,a2e 
naturally  enough  leprelenud  in  tfcdi 
frail  materials. 

Did  our  women  take  delight  ia  hn^ 
ing  up  piles  of  earthen  platteu,  brtwa 
juggr,  and  the  like  ufeful  produftt  if 
our  Britifh  potteries,  there  would  be 
lomc  ienfe  in  it.  They  might  be  nngsd 
in  as  fine  figures,  and  dif|x>fcd  of  in  M 
beautiful  pieces  of  architecture:  but  tlwt 
is  an  objection  to  thefe  which  caniwrhs 
overcome,  namely,  that  they  would  hf 
of  fome  ule,  and  might  be  taken  do«fl 
on  all  occafions,  to  be  employed  ia  ter- 
viccs  of  the  family;  hefides,  thai  tlwy  uff 
intolerably  cheap,  and  a»\\  (hamdullf 
durable  and  lading. 
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TH  £  following  epillle  is  written  to 
me  from  the  parifli  cif  Gotham,  in 
Hereford  (hi  re,  from  one  who  had  cre- 
dentials from  tne  to  be  leceived  as  a^i 
humble  fcrvant  to  a  young  lady  of  the  fa- 
mily which  he  mentions.  Aecaufe  it  may 
^e  an  inlh'uflion  to  all  who  court  great 
alliances,  I  (hiii  infer: it  wojd  for  word 
as  it  came  to  my  i)a:ids. 

S.VraET  MR,  MYllTLl, 

ACCOKDING  loyourywfuafion, 
I  Cinvc  ilowri  here  into  the  country, 
with  a  defi^;.!  to  ingraft  myfelf  into  the 
family  tyj  which  you  reciaimended  mej 
but  I  with  you  had  though*  i  little  more 
of  it,  before  you  givt  me  that  advice; 
for  a  man  is  not  alwnys  made  happy  by 
having  f'^tiled  himfelf  in  a  pov/cifiil 
houiej  for  r.chci  a  d  honour  aitt  oiha- 
mental  to  ih*?  pciFcdois  of  ihcm,  only 
when  thole  j.i  AtfTors  have  luch  arts  or 
endowments  which  woul  I  under  thnn 
confpicuous  without  them:  but  thcfe 
ci-eaturcs  to  whom  you  aduii'td  me  to  be 
allied ,  itt  fuch,  whofe  inicrtd  it  is  to  court 
privacy,  and  aremiderpof  fo  many  de- 
ftfts,  that  they  could  uoi  better  recom- 
mend fiicmielves  to  the  world,  or  confalt 
their  own  inrcrdf,  th.m  >y  hiding-,  but 
they  aie  fo  Unit  inclined  to  fucH  a  pru- 
denr  if  haviour,  that  ihey  fccm  to  vVviuk 


that  their  appearance,  upon  all  occa- 
fipns,  cannot  chufe  but  be  adrantageoui 
to  them;  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  force  of 
N.L'ure  in  hiiiflng  all  it^s  inAiumtett 
to  tl-.e  ules  for  wiiich  fhc  has  madetheia 
molt  fit,  that  they  are  ever  undcnakiDi 
what  would  make  the  moft  beautiful cl 
tl.e  human  race  appear  as  ugly  as  them- 
fclves.  Thus  they  take  upon  ihciti  ta 
uianage  all  things  in  this  countrv;  and 
if  any  man  is  to  he  ace u fed,  aneiie.i,  cr 
digiaced,  one  of  thefe  hideous  crearutrs 
has  ceitainly  a  hand  in  it.  E>' tLtie 
methods  and  arts  they  govern  tholtwho 
contemn  thent,  and  are  perpetually  fol- 
lowcl  by  crowds  tvho  hate  them:  at  the 
fame  time  there  is  I  know  not  what  nt- 
cefltvcly  comic  and  diverting,  to  bchoU 
thcfe  very  odd  fellows  in  their  magnifl- 
cencies. 

Von  muft  know,  they  fet  up  extreme- 
ly for  genealogies,  old  codes,  and  myftic 
writiiigSi  and  knowing  'abundance  of 
what  was  never  wortii  knowing  in  the 
feveral  a^es  in  which  it  was  afted;  but 
there  is  conlhnily,  in  all  they  pretend 
lo,  lome  circumliance  which  fecretlv 
tends  to  raife  the  honour  and  antiquity 
of  their  tamily.  Thus  they  are  not  con- 
\e\\\eA,   ^\  v>\  ^t  \\v^  \^i,  ^  >Ssj!t  ^cli 
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if 


Id  Wk^Mrdt;  Hid  cfery  ntw* 
n  thev  make  I'oin^  new  purchftfc 
ky  rolit  and  papers,  which  they 

acquaimt  them  with  foae  new 
concerning  their  further  antiqui- 
mcc  here,  to  my  great  ftirprif  e, 
"go  the  Jew,  who  uled  to  trans- 
:k  tor  me  at  Change  Alleys  I 
in^  to  ialiiie  him,  but  he  tipped 
wink,  and  taking  me  apart  at  a 
opportunity^  dciiied  m^  not  -to 
r  himt  *  For,*  fays  he,  JaMghing, 
come  down  here  a«  a  chtra%*  He 
ed  himielf  further,  That  his  way 
get  fome  paper  that  was  mouldy, 
^r  moth-eaten,  and  write  upon  it 
/  characters,  which  he  fold  to  Sir  ^ 
ly  Crabtre«*s  lilinuy.  You  muft  " 
there  is  nothin;;  To  monltrous  but 
n  make  pafs  Ufwn  the  people^  fo 

are  the  Crabtrees  in  this  county. 
a  piicc  of  antiquity  which  they 
ed,  was  :i  letter,  written  in  Noah^s 
imi,  to  their  ancetior,  and  found 

mountain  in  Wales,  (which,  by 
/,  is  laid  byihem  to  be  theoldtft 
ghelt  mountain  in  the  woild)  di- 
:o  their anteltor  Sir  Robert  Crab- 
I  Anlediluvian  knight.  This,  Sir, 
'ery  currently  here,  ir:d  is  well  re- 

b^caufe  ail  allow  there  have  been 
s  like  theirs  in  any  other  family 
le  Flood. 

onld  be  cndlrfft  to  ^ive  you  a  di- 
.ccount  of  ihcfe  worthies  in  one 
but  I  will  go  as  fai  as  I  can  in  ir. 
*hen  1  iteci:*!ed  myltive,  appoiiu- 
our  in  their  great  hall,  where  were 
ed  nil  their  ulations  and  tenants; 
:c5i<l  of  ircciving  tne  with  civility, 

whc»  defned  to  be  of  their  fa- 
as  they  know  not  h(w  to  (hew 
md  greainefs,  bur  by  doiug  things 
and  difagieenblf,  Mj.  Peter 
uft  ltand»  up  bcfoieail  the  com- 
and  enttis  into  h  downright  in* 

againtt  me,  to  fhcw  that  I  was 
to  be  enteitained  among  ihem. 
rail  him  here  at  Gotham,  and  in 
*c  parts,  the  yircnjir,  becaule  it  is 
ural  propenfity  to  think  theworlt 
y  min.  Though  tlie  Implement 
very  great  eftate,  the  j>ovcny  of 

Is  luch,  that  he  will  Jo  any  thing 
ither  iHTiiny.  He  condelcends  to 
art  of  the  rents  of  Sir  Ajithony't 
and,  though  born  to  a  better  for- 
an  the  knight  himfelf>  is  his  ut- 
;•  Ws  buhnel's  about  him  is  to 
t  fomebody  or  other  for  kim, 
jtf  :o  timca  on  whom  to  exerctlk 


his  great  power  and  mtefeft.  Peter  hat 
the  very  loolt  of  a  wicked  otie  of  \9W 
pra^ice^  Peter  is  made  for  ■  l«r«her| 
and,  as  being  a  creature  of  prey,  he  riftt 
to  the  objeft  he  aims  at,  as  if  he  were 
going  to  fpring  at  fome  gamt)  but  ht 
uinks,  as  you  may  have  leen  a  cur  at 
once  exert  and  check  hit  little  anger 
when  he  fees  a  ftrange  malt  iff.  Natu* 
ralills  fay  all  men  have  fomelhing  lA 
their  aipe6l  of  other  animals,  which  re* 
femble  them  in  conftitution.  Petef^ 
countenance  difcovers  him  a  creature  of 
fmall  prey;  it  is  admixture  of  the  face  of 
a  cat,  and  that  of  an  owl.  He  has  tht 
fpiieful  eagernefs  of  the  former,  blended 
with  the  ftupid  gravity  of  the  latter.  He 
flood  behind  a  poft  all  the  while  he  waA 
talking,  and  groped  it  as  if  he  were  feel^ 
ing  for  hobnails.  All  that  he  f^id  waa 
io  extravagant,  wild,  and  groundlefs^ 
and  urged  with  a  mien  fo  fuitable  to  the 
falOiood  and  folly  of  it,  that  I  was  rather 
diverted  than  offended  at  Brickdull* 
When  from  another  quarter  of  the  hall» 
placed  juft  under  a  gallery,  there  ftood 
up^the  knight^s  brother.  It  is  impoffi- 
bie  to  exprefs  the  particularity  or  thia 
gentleman.  His  mien  is  like  that  of  a 
broken  tradefman  the  iirlt  day  he  wears 
a  fvvordt  his  afpe^l  was  fad,  but  rather 
the  fac«  of  a  man  incapable  of  mirth^ 
than  under  any  iorrow)  and  yet  he  docA 
not  look  dull  neither,  but  attentive  to 
bo'h  woi  ids  at  once,  and  has  in  his  brow 
both  th«-  ufurer  ind  the  faint.  I  ob« 
fcrvrd  great  refped  paid  to  him j  but 
meihouglit  fome  leavings  of  confcience 
made  him  look  fomevihac  abafhed  at  the 
great  civilities  which  were  paid  him.  He 
loundly  afferted  I  was  not  worth  a  groat» 
and  indeed  made  it  out  in  a  moment;  for 
bv  fome  trick  or  other,  he  had  got  ia 
his  cullodv  ali  the  writings  which  make 
out  the  title  to  my  estate. 

What  made  this  whole  matter  the  more 
esttravagantly  pleafant  was,  that  there  ia 
an  odd  droning  loudnefs  in  thebrother'a 
voice,  which  made  a  brge  IriOi  grev- 
hound  open  at  every  paufe  he  maue. 
That  great  furly  creature,  made  i'o  do* 
ciie  and  Icrvile,  was  to  me  matter  cf 
much  entertainment  and  cunofity.  The 
knighi^s  brother,  I  aflbre  you,  fpcke 
with  a  good  fteady  impudence;  and  hav* 
ing  been  long  inured  to  talk  what  he 
does  not  mean,  be  looks  as  if  he  meant 
what  he  faid. 

The  pVa^tkXnf  o^  \Vi.%  «il«'^«vx^'w^ 
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churchittra.  Y hey  carry  it  admirably 
well;  and  the  partizans  do  not  dilHn* 
guifh  that  there  is  a  difference  between 
thofe  who  are  of  neither  fide,  from  ge- 
nerous principles,  and  thoiis  who  arc 
difinterefted  only  from  having  no  prin- 
ciples at  all.  'Fhe  knight  himfelr  was 
not  in  the  country >  but  is  expeAed  every 
day )  they  Ciy  he'  is  a  precious  one^ 
they  make  me  expe6t  he  will  treat 
me  after  another  way.  His  manner  is 
▼fry  drolei  he  is  veiy  aftablei  and  yet 
keeps  you  at  a  ditbnce  $  for  he  talks  to 
everybody,  but  will  let  nobody  under- 
lland  him.  Here  is  a  gentleman  in  the 
country,  a  good  intelligent  companion^ 
that  gives  me  a  vtiy  pleafant  idea  of 
him:  he  lays  he  \vjl%  fttn  him  go 
through  hib  j^ieat  hall  full  of  company. 


and  whilJEier  crery  man  as  he  fM 
alon^l  when  thty  bave  all  had  the  whir* 
per,  they  have  held  up  thetr  heads  ia  i 
filly  amazement,  like  geefe  when  thiy 
are  drinking.  But  peri^apt  mmeofthn 
another  time.  You  would  marry  me 
into  this  goodly  honf«:*  I  thank  yoa 
fur  nothing,  dear  Sir;  and  am  your 
humble  fenrant  for  That. 

P,  S.  Here  Is  a  ftory  here,  that  Mr. 
What-rf'ye-c.dl  laughs  ar  all  they  prt- 
tend  t3  do  againft  him,  and  is  prepar^J 
for  the  worlt  that  can  happen.  To 
inure  himlelf  to  be  a  public  fpe^aclr, 
they  fay,  he  rid  an  hour  ar.d  2^nhatf,at 
noon  day,  on  Wcdnefday  latl,  h^hmd 
Charles  tue  Firit,  at  Chaiing  Crofs. 


N*>  XII.    TUESDAY,   MARCH  23. 

whkn  10v1*s  weil  tim*d,  tl«  hot  a  fault  to  lovf  j 
1he  stkokg,  the  bravl,  the  viktuovs,  and  7hk  wise, 
sink  in  the  soft  captivity  tocbiher. 

Fortius  im  Cato. 


Til  E  following  letter,  written  in 
iht  f\:  td  Italian  ftmiie  hand,  as 
bcauiit'.M  :»s  a  pi£\iire  or  di aught  of  a 
letter,  lathfr  th-^n  the  work  of  a  pen,  in 
the  hnifk  lif.nii  pnli  piip^M,  vv'tcncpcr-e*!, 
dlffvife"!  the  r.^it  atjut;iMe  odoiiis, 
which  veiy  ItuliU:  ly  ihzc  ihe  hiams 
of  thofe  who  have  iv.r  I  c^-ia  Tick  in  lovr. 
There  is  no  ntccilit-, ,  on  Inch  an  rcca- 
fion  as  ihib,  tb:»t  tin-  uotlie  fhoiiM  he 
filled  wiih  l'prii.i)t:y  fxjjtt'irions.  The 
fold  of  the  Itttci,  the  cuic  in  lealing  it, 
and  the  device  on  the  Uaf,  aie  ilie  great 
points  i:)  t^^vcyis  of  tins  kmd  f»x»ni  the 
lair  J  for  whc.x  it  is  a  condtlccufion  to 
<o  any  thing  at  all,  cv«iy  Th'rg  that  is 
not  levere  is  ^racicv.s.  As  loon  us  I 
looked  piion  the  Ikuju,  my  poor  fond 
head  wouiii  rcf-ls  pcrl'inde  itltrlt  that  it 
came  from  Mi?.  Page  j  l)wt  1  lead, 
and  f'/uiid  i?  w.is  t:  c  ackncwiedgn.ent 
©f  an  ob!'j;<tion  I  have  not  inc/it 
cnorjii  "ivM  c  >bc  capaMe  oi  hying  up- 
un  anv.     1  he  letter  is  (hits. 

MR.  MYRTIf,  -    M/\»CH    '.9,    I714. 

C  I  N  C  E  you  have  taker,  iiyoa  you:  - 
^  fclf  the  province  of  Love,  .;li  iranf- 
aftions  relating  to  that  pnifion  molt 
properly  belong  to  your  pa^cr.  1  beg 
the  hvour  of  you' to    inlcit  vV\*  n\>,- 

ort^er  \o 


having  received  very  great  favour  md 
honour  done  to  me,  by  fome  one  to 
whom  I  am  more  obliged  than  it  can 
tver  be  in  my  power  to  return.  I  heg 
therefore  that  you  will  infert  the  fol- 
lowing Adveitifement,  and  you  «iU  . 
oblige  (rhough  unknown)  your feivant, 
and  great  admirer,  j^  ^^ 

•  A  CERTAIN  Prefrnt,  wiihaLrtttr 

*  froman  unknown  h.ind,  hath  been  very 

*  fafely  delivered  to  die  paity  to  whom 
« diieaed.'  ^        .  . 

It  is  the  niceft  part  of  commerce  in 
the  world,  that  ot  doing  and  receiving 
benefits.  Benefits  are  ever  to  be  ccn* 
fidered  rather  'by  their  quality  than 
quantity)  and  there  are  lb  many  thoi:- 
fand  circumllancet  with  refpe6V  to  time, 
perfon,  and  place,  which  heighten  and 
allay  the  value,  that  even  in  ordinary 
hh  it  is  aim  >ft  an  impoflihiiily  to  lajr 
down  rules  on  this  fuhjeA;  becsuif  rt 
aliers  in  evrry  individual  cafe  that  can 
happen;  and  there  is  Ibmeihing  anfe« 
in  It,  which  is  fo  inexplicable,  th:tt 
none  but  the  perfons  concerned  csQ 
judge  of  them,  and  thofe,  as  well  as  ill 
other  ^nrrionf,  are  'incapable  of  giving 
"^uA^m^ux  vxv  \V\t\t.  ^i«u  cale.     All  tbefe 


cprffie  in  your  very  next,  in 
&VC  tte  carlicft  notice  poffibUof  wx>f    xXx^xv^^^Vil^NiYwsXkwwwaTaa^^ 
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the  rules  of  any  laws,  and  muft  flow 
fff\>afi  tKe  very  foul  to  be  of  any  regard 
BtaU;  and  are  nore  exquifitely  valuable 
and  confidenble,  as  they  proceed  more 
from  af&^ion,  wiihout  any  manner  of 
refpe^^  to  the  intriniic  worth  of  what 
if  given,  and  it  is  indifferent  whether  it 
be  a  bit  of  ribband  or  a  jewel.  The 
Lover  in  the  comedy  is  not,  methin^s, 
ahfurd.  where  he  prate^t  of  his  rules  and 
obtitrvations  on  this  fubje^t. 

*  You  mult  rntertain  wonten  high,  and 

•  bribe  all  about  them.     They  t.lk  of 

•  Ovid  and  his  Art  of  Loving.    Beli- 

•  beral,   and    you  outdo  his  precepts. 

•  The  art  of  love.  Sir,  is  the  art  of 
«  giving.    Be  free  to  women,  they'll  be 

•  t'ree  to  you.     Not  every  op^n-handcd 

•  fellow  hits  it  neither.     Some  give  up 
•  •  lap-fulls,  and  yet  never  oblige.     'Die 

•  manner,  you  know,  of  doing  a  thing, 
'  is  more  than  the  thing  itfelf.     Some 

■  drop  a  jewel,  which  had  been  rcfufed 
«  if  bluntly  offered. 

*  Some  lofe  at  play  what  they  defign 

•  a  prcfcnt. 

*  The  (kill  is  to  be  generotis,  ai  d 
'  feem  not  to  know  it  ol  yourftlr,  'tis 

■  done  with  To  much  eafe;  but  a  liberal 

•  blockhead  prefents  a  miflrels  as  he'd 

•  give  an  alms.' 

I  intend  all  this  upon  the  paflion  of 
love  within  the  llri<^eft  lules ;  but  be- 
nefits and  injuries  cannot  touch  to  the 
quick,  till  ihe  paiTion  is  arrived  to  Aich 
a  height  as  to  be  miitn:il.  Before  that, 
all  prefents  and  fervices  are  only  the  of- 
ferings of  a  Have  to  a  tyrant;  it  is  there* 
forenecefuiy,  to  make  them  worthy  to 
be  receivid,  to  (hew  that  ihcy  proceed 
from  affc^lion,  and  that  all  your  rale.is 
are  employed  .n  fubllrvicncy  to  that  af- 
ft£lion.  The  ikill  and  aildiefk  which 
ia  uied  on  thele  occafions  in  convtyin^ 
prefents,  or  doing  any  other  obliging 
thing,  is  for  thi^icai'on  mncli  more  re- 
garded than  the  prefents  or  at't  ions  tne:n- 
lelve!*.  I  knew  a  gcntienian  who  af- 
feded  m»king  gocd  company  chc:«iful. 
and  divci ting  hiinfelfwiih  awhiinliol 
way  he  had  of  laying  particular  <lJi- 
gations  upon  Itvenl  ladies  by  the  fa n-ie 
aftion,  and  making  each  believe  it  was 
done  for  her  fake.  Thus  he  would  make 
a  ball ,  and  tell  one  ho  wiihed  (he  would 
give  him  leAve  to  name  for  whom  it  was 

-  principally  intended :  another,  that  he 
was  overjoyed  to  fee  hci*  there,  for  that 
he  was  Cure,  had  flie  Aot,  nobody  clfe 

^¥Qid4  M^vc  beta  thth  cbat  evening. 


He  would  whifper  a  third,  who  was 
brought  thither  by  a  relation-,  and,  wirh- 
out  bein^  named — *  And  did  yourccu- 

*  fin  believe  (he  introduced  you  hither  ? 
'  There  is  a  gentleman  yonder  fai**,  (he 

*  came  with  you;  and  not  you  witii  her/ 
By  (his  wily  wny,  he  was  by  nlleihem- 
ed  the  mort  ohli|.rii;vT  fitie  gentleman; 
that  was  fo  genteelly  faid,  and  t'other 
thinvrfo  prettily  contrived,  that  who  but 
Charles  Myrtle  with  all  the  fair  and  de- 
lightful, in  his  tmic.  About  his  flou- 
rishing years  the  ita^r  had  a  particular 
livtibtfs  r.wing  to  thi'^  pidlon,  but  too 
often  to  this  palfion  ahuftd  and  mifre- 
pitientcd.  Otway,  who  wrote  then, 
exjxjfed,  in  his  play  o(  Veni(  e  Preferved, 
the  lK>'jnty  of  a  filly  difagircable  old 
fir.ntr,  who  at  that  time  was  a  great 
pictciider  to  politics,  in  which  he  was 
the  moll  un^ainiy  creature,  and  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  Antonio 
(for(b  he  calls  him)  a  ^.olitician,  except 
Antonio  a  lover.  This  giim  puzzled  . 
Icicher  is  thus  trcat'-d  by  his  Aqui- 
lina,  whoni  he  kee;.  s  and  vifits.  In  one 
of  thole  lovfly  moment?  iht  iays to  him, 

'  I  hate  you,  dcitil  you,  loath  ycu;  I 

*  am  weary  of  you,  I  am  lick  of  you, 

*  Crazy  in  your  head,  and  lazy  in  yotir 

*  body,  you  love  to  be  meddling  with 

*  every  thing}  and,  if  you  had  noi  mo- 

*  ney,  you  are  good  for  nothing.'  This 
imperious  wench  of  this  tribbling  pol?- 
tinan  was  in  the  inteiefts  of  thole  who 
were  then  attempting  to  deftroy  his 
rovintry:  ti;e  rates  him  in  behalf  of 
Pierre,  wlio  is  her  favouiite,  and  is  then 
plotrinpr   tl.c    deftruiSlion  of    Venice— 

*  Whcic  i  my  Lord,  my  Happimfs,  my 

*  Love,  my  God,  my  Hero!'  Thiscon  . 
tcmpiible  image  n  prefents  in  a  v-n-y  lively 
manner,  how  ofFenfivc  every  eiideavour 
to  plcalc  is  in  the  man  who  is  in  h-mfclf 
diln^rc-eablc.  Poor  Antonio,  to  fatiisfy 
an  ;inioi<us  itch,  mult  not  only  main« 
tain  his  wench,  but  I'upport  every  luf* 
(ian  in  her  favc'Jr  that  is  an  enemy  to 
ills  conniry;  which  will  for  ever  be  the 
fate  of  thr.ic  who  attempt  to  be  what 
Fiat uie .never  Je!"»i^i.ed  them,  wits,  poli- 
ticians, a!id  ioV(.rs. 

But  I  will  \*c\K  off  this  difcourfe  to 
oblige  a  neighbour,  who  writes  mc  the 
following  letter. 

.GOOD  MR.  MTXTlBi 

A  S  I  am  your  near  nel^KV^^x,  W«^\Tk 
*^  two  Oloot\  o^  Om:\jo>jv\  \\-«A^'»'*»^ 
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tio),^t  icantiot  better  exprels  my  grati- 
tude for  th«  favour  you  do  my  cars, 
than  by  invitinflr  you  to  divert  your  eyes 
in  my  large  gallcr)',  which  ii  now  gar- 
nilhed,  from  top  to  bottom,  wiih  the 
ftneft  paintings  Italy  hai  ever  produced. 
]  dare  promiie  myl'df  you  will  find  fuch  < 
variety »  and  fuch  bcrr.utiful  cbie6ls,  of 
both  hiiloi7  and  landfcapc,  profane  and 
Ctcred,  th.it  it  will  not  only  be  fuflli. 
cient  to  pleafe  and  recreate  the  light, 
but  alfo  to  yield  iatisfa^lion  and  pleaini e 
to  yoin*  mind,  and  initi-u^ivc  enough 
io  infoim  and  •  improve  every  body's 
cUe.  When  you  h^ive  well  viewed  and 
couiidcred  the  whole  coUe^ion,  then  I 


am  to  leave  it  to  you,  whether  you  vil 
not  think  it  may  be  of  ule  to  the  readeil 
oi'  your  Lover,  (which  I  undirttiGil  ii 
to  come  out  to-morrow,  very  luckily 
for  me  tiic  day  btfoiv  my  ible  bcgiu) 
to  recommend  the  viewing  of  my  coU 
lejlion  to  tliem,  as  a  very  agi-ecabie  and 
inflru^^ive  amuicmcnt  to  all  (lerlcns  ia 
love.  But  this,  and  every  tiling  dtil 
that  may  concern  me  or  my  coUe^ioo, 
I  leave  to  Mr.  Myrtle's  judgment, 
and  known  readinel's  to  ferve  man- 
kind in  their  poiticular  ibtions  of 
life.  I  am.  Sir,  your  mott  obcviienti 
and  obliged  humble  lervant, 

James  G&aue. 


N^XIII.    THURSDAY,    MARCH  25* 

BfQLTl   DE  BfACHIf,   fKI   tOMNUM,    RiaoS    LOq^UUNTUR. 
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THE  (brong  propenfity  that,  from 
my  youth,  I  have  had  to  Love, 
hath  .betrayed  me  into  innumerable  fm- 
gxilarities,  which  the  inienfible  part  of 
mankind  are  apt  to  turn  into<  ridicule. 
The  altoni^hinp:  accounts  of  fympaihy, 
falicination,  errantry,  :ind  enchantments, 
are  thereby  become  fo  familiar  to  me, 
that  my  convnfation,  upon  ihofc  fub- 
jet>s,  hith  made  fcvrral  good  people 
believe  niLto  Ix*  no  better  than  I  fhould 
be.  My  behaviour  hath  hcietofore  been 
fuiiable  to  my  opinions.     I   have  loft 

§irai  advantages  bv  waiting  for  lucky 
ays,  and  have  been  looked  upon  fcvcre- 
Iv  by  fiir  eyes,  while  I  exj>e^cd  the 
benign  afpi-^l  of  my  ftars.  Many  a 
time  have  I  milfed  a  hall,  for  the  plea- 
fnre  of  walking  by  a  pnrling  ftream  j 
fiU'\  cl>ol'<r(i  wander  in  unfrequented  fo- 
litutic-.,  when  I  might  have  been  a  kin^ 
at  qutjlii/us  and  ojmmands.  It  is  well 
known  v^hnt  a  prolpc^l  I  had  of  riling 
by  che  \\w\\  if  I  had  not  thought  it  moie 
Aohle  to  fill  my  Ihuiv  wi{h  poems  and 
FomaiicciJ,  than  with  dull  records,  snd 
mutable  ac\s  of  {>ai  lir.menr.  I  intend, 
at  iomc  Convenient  ieafon.  to  commu- 
nis aie  to  the  public  a  catalogoc  of  my 
book9;  andflinll.  every  now  and  then, 
•blij^e  the  world  with  extraiU  out  of 
tholi-  unnufcriprs,  which  love  and  lei- 
lure  have  drawn  from  my  pen.  I  have 
tl  rom3UC<',  in  feven  litat  folios,  alVnoft 
^nifhcd;  Iwrhdcs  novcU,  ditties,  and 
frtatUrigaU,  iii'iunoeiablc,    Tbt  foVVovr- 


ing  ftory  is  colle^erd  out  of  writers  in 
fo  learned  a  language,  that  I  am  ahnolt 
afhamed  to  own  it.  I  muit  fay  formf 
excui'e,  that  is  was  compiled  in  my  twen- 
tieth year,  upon  my  leaving  the  uni- 
verlity,  and  is  adapted  to  the  tafte  of 
thofe  who  are  far  gone  in  romance ;  not 
to  mention  the  ieveral  morals  that  may 
be  drawn  from  it.  I  havft  thought  fit 
to  call  it— • 


THE    DREAMS   OP   EUDYMIOR. 

'T^  H  E  night  was  faj-  advanced,  and 
*  fleep  had  feale*!  the  eyes  of  the  moft 
watchful  lovert,  whei.  on  a  fadden  a 
cunfufcd  Ibund  of  trumpets,  cymbals, 
and  clarions,  made  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Hei-aclea  ftait  from  their  beds  in 
terror  and  amarement.  An  eclipfe 
of  the  moon  was  the  occafion  of  this 
uproar;  and  a  mixed  multitude  of  all 
ages  and  conditions  ran  diredllv  to  the 
top  of  Mount  Latmos  with  their  inlbu- 
mcnts  of  inufjc,  to  aflift  the  fair  planet, 
which  they  imagined  either  to  have  faint- 
ed avi^y,  or  lo  have  been  forced  from 
htr  Tphorc  by  the  power  of  magical  in- 
cantations. As  ftK>n  as  they  had  reftored 
her  to  her  former  beauty,  they  returned 
home  ^/^ithjoyand  triumph,  to  take  that 
benefit  of  rrpole  which  they  thought 
their  piety  deferved.  Only  Cleander« 
the  amorous  Ch*ander,  gave  himlelf  up 
to  h\«  mv»(ii\^9,  and  wsmderinff  througn 
xkcu^cs  ^^ia\c^m^Dft\An^XL^.\SLTMsv^^* 
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rMched  the  (ummlt  of  the 
n.  He  was  feeding  his  eyes  with 
land  (cape  that  was  I'pread  before 
hen  he  heard  a  languilhing  voice 
:le  wordsi  intermixed  with  fight: 

goddefs  t  why  witt  thou  make 
retched  by  the  remembrance  of 
appincfs!' — 'Ye  powers!'  faid 
T  to  himfelf.  <  is  not  that  the 
of  Endymion  V  He  liad  no  foon- 
his,  than  he  crept  along  whither 
e  direfted  him,  and  faw  to  his 
(lible  aftonifhment  the  following 
i.  Thin  ftran^e  obje6t  was  a 
vtchtd  at  length  on  a  declivity 
Qountain,  with  his  arms  acrofs 
itt,  and  his  eyes  levelled  at  the 
*  Thou  fair  recent  of  the  Moon.* 

•  after  the  enjoyment  of  a  god- 
why  wilt  thou  degrade  thy  lover, 
hrow  him  back  to  Mount  Lat- 
mdmoitality?  Ah!  inconlUnt» 
thinkeftno  more  of  Endymion/ 
s  he!  *tis  her  cried  Cleander;  *  'tis 
mloDp  or  the  ghoft  of  my  friend  !** 
iiefe  words  he  ran  to  him,  and 
him  in  his  arms  with  the  warm- 
effions  of  tranf|)on.  If  Clean- 
»  overjoyed,  Endymion  was  no 
id  their  endearments  had  laftcd  a 
ne,  if  Cleandcr*s  curiofity  had 
\rttd  him  to  learn  the  caufe  of 
lion's  long  abfence  from  Hera- 
is  adventui-es,  and  the  tcafon  of 
idd  co.i;)pIaints.  After  repeated 
es,  Endymion  delivered  himfelf 
ollowing  manner, 
u  may  remember,  that  my  fre- 
t  eoateraplation  of  the  heavens 
gained  me  the  reputation  of  a 

aftronomer  among  the  fages 
:raclea.  But  had  there  not  been 
powerful  motives,  I  had  nut,  for 

of  knowledge,  abandoned  the 
-natured  ladies  of  our  city,  with 
uch  youth  and  vigour  about  me, 
muft  know,  that  I  had  fo  often 
nt  that  Diana  looketi  kindly  on 

that  I  went  to  her  temple  at 
ills  to  learn  the  will  of  the  god- 
I  was  furprifed  to  find  her  fa- 
i  (tatuc  there  entirely  to  refemblc 
Dvely  image  that  had  a  thoui'and 
s  fmiled  on  inc    in  my  vifions* 

fuccceding  night  I  bribed  the 
iei\  with  a  conliderable  fum,  to 
ic  pals  the  time  within  the  teiij- 
Aftcr  I  had  faid  whatever  a 
nt  palHon  could  infpUty  I  fell  in 
Iff  before  the  /hiint;  tlmt  encom« 


*  pa  (Ted  her  ftatue,  and,  to  my  inexpref* 

*  fiblt:  joy,  faw  th^  goildefs  defcend,  and 
'  bid  me  alk  her,  with  a  fmile,  what- 
'  ever  I   defned.     "  Bright  goddefs," 

*  faid  I,  **  were  I  to  hive  my  with,  I 
<*  would  beg  that  the  pleafure  I  now 
**  er^oy  might  be  eternal.  But  fincm 
**  that  is  too  much,  give  me,  I  pray 
"  thee,  a  feat  among  the  ftars  that 
"  may  place  me  ever  in  thy  View,  and 
*'  neareft  to  thy  chariot.  Or  if  the 
**  number  of  the  ftars  b6  compleat,  and 
"  the  Dcilinies  deny  me  this  ;  grant  met 
*^  atlea(l,tobewhoIIy  thine  upon  earth; 
"  and  difdain  not  the  prelent  that  I 
"  make  thee  of  rayfelf/'— «*  Whether 
•*  in  heaven  or  in  earth,"  anfwered  the 
'  goddefs,  *'  I  will  lofe  no  opportunity 
•*  to  gratify  thet."     Scarce  had  flie  ut- 

*  tcred  thefc  words,  but  I  loft  the  light 

*  ^f  her,  and  only  heard  the  found  of 

*  her  quiver,  as  (lie  turned  and  glided 

*  away. 

*  I  related  my  viiion  the  next  morning 

*  to  Evadne  the  prieflefs,  who  expreffcd 
'  great  joy  at  my  fuccefs,  and  having 

*  fprinkled  me  with  water  from  the  fa« 

*  cred  fountain,  and  fpoken  myfteriout 

*  words,  difmiffed  me  with  a  phial  of 
'  powerful  juices,  and  inftruflioM  how 
'  to  uie  it.    According  to  her  com- 

*  mands,  I  repaired  to  this  mountain, 

*  where  having  drank  off  the  enchant- 

*  ed  draught,  1  lay  ftretched  upon  the 
'  ground,  and  fixed  my  eyes  with  de- 

*  light  on  the  moon.     Suddenly,  me- 

*  thought,  the  heavens  were  cleft,  and 
'  an  ivory  chariot,  drawn  by  horles  or 

*  dragons,  took  me  up,  and  whirled  me 

<  over  cities,  rivers,  foretis,  and  oceans, 

*  in  a  moment  of  time.    I  was  at  length 

*  fet  down  in  the  middle  of  a  wood, 

*  where  the  face  of  nature  was  more 
'  delicious  than  the  imagination  of  poets 

*  or  painters  has  yet  defcribed.    I  had 

*  not  walked  long,  before  I  heard  th« 
'  voices  of  women ;  and  at  my  draw. 
'  ing  near  I  perceived  Diana  in  the  midft 

*  of  her  nymphs.  The  beautiful  virginf 

<  were  placed  round  her,  under  the  (ha-. 

*  dow  of  trees :  fome  of  thrm  lay  ftretcb- 

*  ed  on  the  grafsj  others  were  viewing 

*  themfelves  in  the  (beams :  here  was 

*  one  (harpeiiing  the  uoint  of  an  arrowy   ' 

*  there  another  was  (troaking  a  hound, 
'  Their  horns  were  hung  upon  the 
'  houghs,  and  their  bows  and  quivert 

*  were   carekfsly    fcatttvtd  >y^Tv  ^f& 

«  ground.    TVit  ^a«etv  V«WA  ^h^^V^x 
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•  filvcr  crcfcent,  t!ian  by  that  beauty 

•  which  had  long  held  mc  captive.     I 

•  ruftled  a  little  loo  eagerly  through  the 

•  boughs  where  1  hud  concealed  myfelf, 

•  when  a  nymph  that  (luod«nciir  her, 
■  calling  1  look  towards  me,  cried  out— 
•*  A  man!  a  man!"  At  that  word  one 

•  of  the  oldell  of  the  virgins  bent  her 

•  bow  at  me,  and  had  Hiot  me  through 
'  the  heart,  if  Diana  had  not  fcafonably 

•  interpiifed.     •*  Hold!**  cried  the god- 

•  defs,  **  if  he  muft  die.  let  him  die  by 
**  my  hand.  Give  m?,''  continued  (he, 
**  the  bundle  of  arrows  thai  Cupid  pie- 
*•  fented  me  with  tlic  other  day,  when 
•*  we  hunted  in  tiie  Idalian  grcve."  A 

•  petty  young  nympli  having  puc  them 

•  in  her  hands,  Ihe  threw  arrow  after 

•  arrow  at  inc,  (iil  I  had  received  a  hun- 

•  dredwoun.15,  which  conveyed  fuch  a 

•  fubtle  poifon  into  my  bloo<i,  that  I  loft 

•  my  figlW,  ibggercd,  and  fell  down 

•  dead.  I  had  not  lain  long  in  that  con- 

•  dition,  when,  to  my  great  ainazemei-.t, 

•  J  found  myf.lf  in  the  arms  of  Diana, 

•  dreH'ed  after  the  in.*Dnerof  her  nymphs  j 
<  and  I  fawv  the  light  and  her  eyes  at 
«  the  fame  tim^e.     I  found,  after  that, 

•  flic  had  ufed  that  fecming  cruelty  to 

•  conceal  ouiiovcsj  and  thenceforward 
«  I  pa  (Ted  for  one  of  her  fcx,  and  was 
«  looked  upon  as  the  favourite  nymph 

•  of  htr  tr  tin.     My  days  were  fptnt  in 

•  thofc  fports  which  Die  takes  plciCiire 

•  in.  How  often  have  \a  e  ran«"jed  the  de- 
«  farts  of  Hyrc^nia!  How  agreeably 
«  have  we  wandered  on  the  banks  of 

•  Peneus,orEutotas  !  How  many  lions 

•  have  we  couifed  in  QetuliaJ    Huw 

•  have  we  pnnted  ;ifier  the  fwifteft  deer 

•  in  Crete,  and  purfued  the  tigers  of 
«  Armenia!    But  our  irigbts — To  what 

•  a  piich  of  glory  and  happin^fs  was  I. 

•  raifedt  How  mi:ch  happier  yet  were 
f  my  lot,  if  the  mouth  lh?.t  taftcd  were 
«  allowed  to  reverd  my  joys!    But,  oh 

•  Cle^nderl  what  ibnll  we  think  of  the 

•  othci-  fcx,  when  I  Ihall  have  aflTured 

•  thee,  thut  goddefles  theml'elvcs  are 
«  incor.iUMr !  It  is  in  the  nature  of  fe- 

•  males  jo  be  fuddcnly  hurritd  from  one 

•  extreme  to  another.      Love  or  hate 

•  wholly  pufftflls  theinj  they  have  ni) 
«  third  jwUion.  What  they  will,  thiy 
«  will  abloluicly,  and  demand  unljmittd 
«  obedience.  Thty  :ire  ever  prepand  to 

•  (hcw  how  little  thin-  can  vnhie  the  r 
*  lovtrst  and  fvcr-iicc  what  wa*  ctice 
^'htld  <fear  to  their  ambitiot\  anA  \^\nV\ 

f  of  doui'wlon.    When  tUcy  cc^fc  vo 


*  love,  they  endeavour  to  perfuada  ni, 

*  by  coldncfs  and  (Lighting  ufigf,  iliJt 
'  wc  never  were  beloved.     But  not  be- 

*  ing  able  to  impofe  fo  far  on  our  mi- 

*  derftanding,  and  to  gire  the  lye  tooor 
'  fenfe«,  they  endeavour  to  make  us  lofe 
'  the  memory,  as  they  have  \o^  the  deHrc 

*  of  pofTeflion.     After  fo  long  a  courie 

*  of  figSs,  vows,   fidelity,    liubmiflion, 

*  and  whatever  lovers  talk  of,  I  trij 
'  hurried  away  from  the  happy  regicnv 

*  I  have  deicribed,  in  the  fame  minntr 

*  that  I  went;    and,  not  many  houi* 

*  fiii:c,  found  my  body  extended  on  thi» 

*  mountain,  where  the  goddefi  dcfccnJ- 

*  ed  with  a  veil  over  her  facej  but,  upon 

*  healing  a  noife  of  trumpets  and  cla- 

*  Hon*.,  left  me  without  fpeaking,  an  J 
'  fled  to  the  moon  in  an  inftant.   The 

*  alfu ranee  that  1  was  abandoned,  matie 

*  me  vent  thofe  complaints,  which  were 

*  i\\\]  the  more  juft,  becaufc,  after  the 

*  favour  of  a  goddefs,  I  (hall  loathe  the 
'  faint  beauties  of  Heraclea.* 

Endymion  had  no  (boner  fpoke  thcl€ 
words,  than  he  and  his  friend  werolur* 
prifed  with  a  loud  laugh  from  behind  a 
bu(h  that  grew  near  them.  loftintly 
ftarted  up  three  young  women,  who  had 
dogged  Cleander  in  hit  folirary  wilk, 
one  of  which  was  his  miftreft.  They 
ran  fo  fait  to  Heraclea,  that  he  could 
not  overtake  themj  and,  before  ten  that 
morning,  all  the  women  of  the  town  had 
a  fling  at  Endymion.  Though  they 
fi(cieily  btlieved  hit  amours  to  be  real, 
they  had  the  malice  to  ridicule  them,  as 
the  vifions  of  a  diftempered  imagination. 
Nay,  thefe  giggling  gipfles  had  credit 
enough  to  get  the  uoor  sentleman  icfted 
into  3  proverb;  iniomuchi  that  if  a  lover 
blabbs  out  the  fecret,  the  Heradeans 
call  him  a  lunatic  ;  thev  afk  a  pretty 
frliow  tiiat  conceals  his  intrigues,  »f  he 
haih  a  mijlrifsin  ihe  clouds?  and  to  boift 
of  favours,  \^^  with  themy  to  bavt  tht 
dream  J  rf  Erufymhif, 

I  oD'd  d.cam  on  much  longer,  with 
great  delight  to  myfelf  at  leafl,  but  that 
I  am  awakened  by  the  following  lettcc 
from  a  gentleman,  whom  I  have  great 
leafon  to  have  a  high  refpc^  for,  hivirg 
frequently  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  bi» 
beh'4viour,  both  as  to  love  and  hoFCur. 
I  have  feen  hiin,  as  a  lover,  win  by  bir 
CDuirHiip  at  lenft  flfty  ladies;  and  as  a 
folJitr  in  open  field, obtain  compleat  vie- 
toiici  aU'ays  over  fuperior  number^, 
^w«\  Vowwww^  'a>\AtxNt\^'t>^Vsi\fcQwinj 
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SIR. 


T  Am  to  have  a  benefit  play  on  Monday 
^   nt-xt ;  and  the  ftrefs  of  the  ftory  de- 
pending upon  Love,  I  hope  it  will  find 
fooni  III  ymr  pipe'-. 
It  is  the  Albion  Queens,  with   the 


Deatii  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scotland:  where 
thnt  illullrious  lover,  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, rather  th;in  he  will  deny  hisflamep 
gives  up  his  life.  Whenever  I  fee  you, 
I  Hiall  dv->  you  honour;  and  ana,  Sir, 
your  mod  humble  ftrrvaut, 

Georgb  Powel. 


N«  XIV.    SATURDAY,    MARCH   27. 

ooeexnt  dum  metuant. 

Motto  on  Sie  Anthony  Ckabtsee^s Coach* 


IAm  td-day  vcr\'bufy,  having  a  wed- 
ding ftiit  for  a  genilemin,  and  the 
knot4  of  the  bride,  otfercl  lo  my  confi- 
derition,  and  the  wedding  iiillf  to  be 
on  Ealter  Tiiefdiy;  thertfore  the  ixader 
muft  be  contented  with  this  letter,  all 
which  I  do  not  myfelf  underiiand,  for 
the  entertainment  of  this  day. 

MK.  MYVTLB, 

"D  E  AD  I NG  the  letter  in  your  Lover 
*^  of  the  aoth,  from  your  friend,  con- 
cerning the  fimily  of  the  Crabtrees,  I 
was  pleafed  at  the  non-reception  of  your 
friend  into  that  rid  culous  generation; 
in  \Nhich  family,  as  I  am  told,  may  be 
found  an  antique  record  in  Hebrew, 
proving  their  original.  Sir  Anthony  is 
cmutious  of  (hewing  the  manufcript;  but 
bis  feci-etary,  with  whom  I'm  well  ac- 
quainted, and  whofe  knowledge  is  great 
in  crabbed  characters,  does  alTre  me 
it's  writ  in  the  profane  ignonr.t  rtyle 
yjCcd  by  the  fanatics  before  tlic  Keltora- 
tion,  and  Icems  to  he  formed  out  <;f  rhe 
phrafes  of  the  Revelations,  with  many 
pericxls  ending  wii h  the  fight  of  the  hea.i, 
and  the  image  of  the  heart,  and  uic  like. 
I  think  your  friend  oiiglir  to  be  tl;ank- 
ful  for  his  deliverance:  howiver,  i  can't 
fay  Sir  Anthony  was  always  lor  deftroy- 
ing  every  thing,  h  v/ing  once  fnvnl  (not 
hi*  country,  but)  1..^  houfe.  The  ftory 
is  thus  related  by  a  fcivant  then  living 
in  tiie  family.  ItJeems,  in  the  time  of 
SirRalpii,  father  totliis  ptecious  (tick  An- 
thony, there  was  in  the  family  a  man 
that  had  lived  long,  hut  wickedly,  un- 
der  the  cloak  of  religion  ^  but  at  length 
was  difcovered  to  have  dehled  the  houie 
with  a  maid-fervant  who  proved  witli 
child,  which  was  an  abomination  to  Sir 
'  Ralph,  who  turned  both  out  of  doors 
withoit  paying  thc-m  their  wag^ty  being 
con^dtrabk}  and  ordered  the  k»d  where* 


in  the  crime  had  been  committed,  with 
the  furniture  of  th.it  room,  to  be  burnt; 
which  they  were  accordingly.  The  feU 
low  thought,  by  marrying  the  woman, 
he  might  fo  far  ingratiate  himfclf  into 
his  maimer's  favour  as  to  get  thei» 
wages;  but  Sir  Ralph  was  too  religions 
to  allow  that  any  thing  could  be  due  to 
the  wifked.  Upon  which  tkc  fellow  rc- 
Iblved,  fmce  he  wss  to  be  a  Icfer,  his  ma- 
iler (Itould  be  no  gainer;  therefore  fc-nt  n 
ir.'ifrage  to  Sir  Ralph,  to  let  him  know, 
if  he  woui<l  pay  hi'.n,  he  had  fomething 
of  inoment  'o  imi);irt  to  him,  which 
might  be  for  the  good  of  him  and  his  fa- 
mily. To  this  the  eld  gentleman  gavt 
ear;  and  hcipcr  f vjr  ap]Mehcrnfive  of  (ome 
plot  or  other  a;.T:'in:t  l.iin,  ('n  which  Sir 
Anthony  takes  mucli  nfter  him)  refolved 
to  j)'»v  the  fcilov,  ruui  Inve  him  examin- 
ed; and  v/hen  the  gre*:  (l-crct  came  out, 
if  was,  that  he  and  x'.\f.  nnid  had  lain 
together  upon  evcj  !jcd  in  the  houfe, 
and  every  roon-".  Up-m  which  tl»e  whole 
houfe  and  funnnire  wis  condemned  to 
be  burnt  on  a  certain  day;  ')ut,  thr  riight 
bcf  >re  the  execiion.  Sir  Anthony  came 
d'jvm  to  his  f  uher's  and,  with  a  high 
hj'  a.  faveJ  houfe  and  goods.  Tins  '\% 
t>c  )iiin  %vcll-icnown  matter  of  f-iSlj 
auvi  this  is  the  Hrft  houfe  ihit  T  ever 
heard  of  to  have  been  fo  neir  burning  by 
:he  lire  ot  Lo^e.  I  can  alTure  yo.i  the 
family  i'^  nt?w  ^rown  m  rh  more  polife| 
hue  havii^g  bcCn  bred  in  f'l.h  (iri^lnefs 
and  fonnality  durinv^  f^r  time  of  i  oo«l 
Sir  Ralph,  '>oLh  Anthony  and  his  bro- 
ther Za.hinih  come  in'o  a  wench's 
chamber  w.-  i  *\m  fam?  air  thay  ufed  to 
enter  their  congicgaiiors  ..f  fam^.  It 
is  an  hard  thing  to  unle-'.rn  geftt.re*  of' 
the  body ;  and  though  Anthony  has  qu.te 
got  over  Ail  the  prejudices  of  ?\i»  educi- 
tion,  not  onlv  as  to  fu^erClv^vv^,  V^kvv  >% 
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figure;  and  the  peifccuted  fiieik  h  ftili 
in  his  face,  though  he  now  fett  up  for  a 
pcrfecutor. 

If  the  (our  behaviour  and  hypocrify, 
which  the  enemies  to  Diflenters  accufe 
them  of,  was  utterly  forgotten,  and 
which,  by  their  freedom  and  moi^  o}>cn 
eunununication  with  the  re||  of  the  world 
from  the  Toleration,  is  really  at  an  end ; 
I  fay,  if  all  this  were  wholly  out  of  the 
memory  of  roan,  all  their  rancour,  fpife, 
and  obftinacy,  might  be  revived  among 
theCrabtvee^.  This  particular,  however, 
is  to  be  more  emphatically  enlarged  up- 
on by  thofe  who  fliall  write  their  hiftoryj 
which  is,  that  they  are  impudent  to  a 
jeit.  They  having  as  little  refpefl  for 
mankind  as  mankmd  has  for  them,  they 
do  not  care  how  grofs  the  thing  is  they 
attempt,  lb  they  can  cany  it.  Sir  An- 
thony wanting  a  caufe,  the  lad  circuit, 
to  keep  up  the  face  of  his  grandeur,  and 
to  miikehimfclf  jx)pular,  f|>oke  to  Brick - 
diift  to  acciifc  fomthody  for  difrefpeft  to 
an  Ulujirious  family.  They  could  not 
find  fuch  a  on::;  but  Bnckduft  told 
him  of  a  hawker  who  had  books  about 
him  writ  in  favour  of  that  houic.  Sir 
Anthony  faiil,  that  would  do  as  well, 
provided  they  could  peifuade  peonle  to 
pronounce  the  books  were  againft  that 
interei^.  Well,  they  got  the  poor  hawker 
in  amongii  tlicm  at  a  county  courts  andy 
in  fpite  of  all  that  the  gentlemen  of 
^rcateft  honour,  quality,  and  eftate, 
could  fay,  the  cry  went  againft  the  ped> 
lar.  There  were  indeed  a  great  many 
people  of  fenie  and  falhion,  who  are  car- 
rieif  away  by  the  Crabtrees,  folicited  to 
call  out,  that  the  luwker  fliould  betiurn- 


ed  out  of  the  place,  when  theyfawi  frsa) 
the  appearance  for  him,  they  could  cany 
it  no  further.  But  they  could  pro- 
cure nobody  to  do  even  this,  but  a  ca- 
tural  fool,  who  \\m\  made  i\ion  at  x 
Winchefterweddin*;,  and  is  cvciywbcrc 
as  much  known  for  an  idiot,  as  t^  he 
had  bis  Moori/li  dancer^s  hahitand  bells 
on.  Thus,  between  jcit  and  eanieil, 
they  turned  out  the  pedlar,  for  the  veqr 
contrary  of  what  the  fellow  Xv^A  d-^nc. 
Sir  Anthony  fays  this  was  right,  ai'.i 
ftill  profcflfcs  he  is  a  friend  to  tlut  fa- 
mily :  *  For,'  fays  that  merry  cunning 
fellow,  *  if  1  can  bring  it  to  that  pals, 
'  that  nobody  iball  dare  to  fpeak  for 
*  them  without  my  leave,  I  fliall  tatily 
'  manage  that  nobody  dare  to  be  a^'uinrt 
«  them.'  This  is,  Mr.  Mynle,  the 
logic  of  the  Crabti^eS.  But  I  know  not 
how  to  relate  half  the  fine  things  I  knovr 
of  them;  read  Sancho  Paoza^s  Govein- 
ment  in  Barataria;  get  Uudilnas  by 
heart ;  caft  your  eye  ujx>n  books  of 
dreams^  incantations,  and  witchcrafts; 
and  it  will  eiveyou  fome  faint  fichires 
of  the  exotic  and  comic  defigns  9f  this 
unaccountable  nee,  who  are  (according 
to  tlieir  own  dife^nt  accounts  of  their 
iNirts  and  births)  occafiooally  Syrians, 
E^ptiant,  Saxons,  Arabians,  and  ever)- 
thing  but  Welch,  BritiOi,  Scotch,  Irilh, 
or  any  thing  that  is  for  the  inteiell  cf 
thefe  dominions.  As  you  are  the  patron 
of  Love,  I  defire  to  know  of  you,  whe- 
ther, after  this  faithful  reprefentation  of 
things,  you  ought  to  lament  that  your 
friend  has  been  rejected  by  tlte  Crab- 
trees.     Your  moll  humble  irrvant, 

EpHRAIM  CASTLtSOAP. 


N*  XV.     TUESDAY,   MARCH   31.      . 

CREDK   MIHI,    (^VAMVXI  CONTXMNAS  M0«MURA  FAMA, 

HIC  TIftI  rAtLOm,  CYNTHIA,  VBRSU5  ERIT.  PxOPIIT. 


IShotild  be  but  a  very  ill  guide  to 
others  in  the  ways  ot  this  town,  if 
I  continually  kept  in  my  Lodge:  I  do 
ibtnetimesmake  excut  Gons,  and  vifit  my 
neighbours,  whole  manners  and  charac- 
ters cannot*  but  be  of  great  ufe  to  the 
youth  of  tliis  kingdom,  whom  I  propofe 
to  condiift  in  fatety,  if  they  will  follow 
nsy  adr'rce*     It  is  the  bufmtfs  of  a  pilot 
to'difcover  -flioals,  rocks,   an.l  quick- 
fands,  ii\  crrfr-r  to  Imd  his  paffcngcrs  in 
Mety.    I  inall  r:«ke  pains  t%  hang  out 
f^htwj  bvt  if  thole  wno  (aU  after  n\t 


will  rather  chufe  to  be  (ii-anded  (where 
I  have  given  tlum  a  fignal  of  danger) 
than  follow  my  courfe,  their  fhipwreck 
is  not  to  be  imputed  to  me  who  lead 
them. 

There  ar**  now  in  town,  among  the 
ladies  who  have  given  \ip  all  other  con- 
lideralions  to  gratify  thcmfelves  in  one 
fort  of  delight,  three  em i rent  above  the 
rert  for  their  charms  and  vices.  The 
firft  can  only  pleale  novices  j  the  fecond 
CedR^  owX'j  Tt\«tv  o^  \iM^\w^^s,  "wvd  vVicK  of 
thfiVL  a.%  a>i«  \itvwttti  l^yA\  ^xA.  V«v««k  \ 
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the  third  nins  through  the  whole*  race  of 
men,  and  has  arts  enough  ahoUt  her  to 
enfnaiY  them  all,  as  well  as  defire  enough 
ro  entertaiB  them  all.  Thefe  ladies  are 
IfTofrlTed  courtezans,  and  live  ujxin  it. 

The  fink  I  fliall  give  an  account  of  is 
Jenny  Lipfy.  All  creatures  of  prey 
have  their  particular  game,  and  never 
dream  of  any  other.  Jenny  never  aims 
at  any  but  novices;  and  fhc  makes  her 
advances  with  lo  much  (kill,  that  (he  is 
feldom  without  two  or  three  in  purfuit 
of  her.  who  are  in  their  firlt  month  of  a 
town  life.  I  fate  by  her,  a  week  or  two 
ago,  at  a  play.  There  was  featci  juft  be- 
fore htr  a  pretty  fiuig  Academic,  who,  I 
obfervtrd,  was  icftined  for  her  entertain- 
ment that  evening.  There  (ate  by  her 
a  coaiie  Hoyden  in  a  black  fcarf,  who 
feemcd  a  fervant  maid  ftolen  out  with 
Jenny  on  this  frolic  to  a  play.  Jenny, 
at  every  thing  which  paflcd  in  the  play 
that  had  little  Icnfein  it,  was  fo  delight- 
ed at  not  to  contain  herfelf  from  loud 
lauehs)  but  particularly  checked  her- 
taif,  with  a  well-a^ed  romp- like  con - 
fufion,  when  (he  was  obfcrveil  by  the 
pretty  young  gentleman  j  her  maid  pro- 
felfnig,  in  a  lower  voice,  fhs  would  never 
come  abroad  with  her  aeain.  Many 
kind  looks,  however,  infTcd  between  my 
young:  gentleman  and  one  he  conceived 
as  unflcilleii  in  the  town  as  himfelf.  She 
begged  his  pardon  two  or  three  times 
for  prclUng  upon  him  negligently;  and 
hoped  there  was  no  offence,  in  fuch  a 
tone  and  voice,  and  fuch  a  natural  im- 
pertinence and  want  of  judgmmt,  as 
would  have  deceived  any  man  in  town 
but  Rogtr  Veter-tne,  who  fiifpe^ls  every 
thing.  My  yoMj^p;  fpiik  otfered  his 
lenice,  at  the  cml  1 1  liie  pi  iVt  to  ice  her 
out :  Jennv  laid  he  Aa>  a  Itrangtr  to  her, 
though  he  looked  like  a  civil  body ;  but 
her  maid  intcij^fcd,  and  faid— *  If  the 

•  gentleman  will  get  us  out  of  the  crowd, 

*  there  can  be  no  haim,'  fmce  (he  would 
keep  with  her. 

The  fccond  woman  of  confideration 
i;  that  artful  fljy  clamc  Madam  Twi- 
liglir.  This  lady  has  got  a  ilep  or  two 
in  age,  experience,  and  addrefs,  beyond 
Mils  Jenny  above-mentioned.  She  has 
been  above  thcfe  ten  yeais  known  for 
what  Ihe  is;  but  (he  lias  prt-lci-ved  I'uch 
a  decency  in  her  manners,  and  nas  fo  little 
frolic  in  her  temper,  that  every  lover 
takes  it  (he  is  as  much  uleaicd  with  him 
M$  he  with  btr.  Twilight,  therefore,  hat 
fMJSid  her  tea  yesurs  Ji^iniiin  in  ihort 


jparriages,  rather  than  different  riots. 
The  many  gallants,  whofe  reli6l  ihe  is, 
peat  her  with  civility  and  rei'pe£l  where* 
ever  they  meet  her;  and  every  man  flat- 
ters himfelf  it  is  the  necelCty  of  her  af- 
fairs made  her  take  fuch  a  loofe,  but  (ht 
certainly  loved  nobody  but  him.  Twi- 
light,  as  I  faid,  is  never  outrageouliy 
joyful,  but  can  comply  with  a  whifper, 
and  retire  very  willingly  with  great  re- 
luflance,feldomdifcoveringde(ire«nough 
to  overcome  the  confulion  to  which  ho* 
compliance  obliges  her.  But  I  muil 
leave  her  charatUr  half  drawn,  and  in 
the  drefs  (he  often  affcds,  a  veil,  to 
hallen  to  her,  who  gives  me  moft  dif- 
quiet  of  any  of  her  lex,  when  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  fave  t\\e  free  and  inno- 
cent from  the  ilavcry  to  which  (he  affe^s 
to  reduce  all  mortals,  eipecially  thofisof 
merit. 

This  lady,  who  is  the  heroine  of  to-' 
day's  paper,  as  well  acquainted  with  thia 
town  as  the  plains  of  Arc  utia,  dignified 
and  diitingui(hcd  among  the  looic  wan* 
dcrers  of  Love  by  the  name  of  Clidaniini 
Duftgown,  is  miftrefs  of  the  whole  art 
of  women;  (he  can  do  what  (he  pltafet, 
with  whom  (lie  pleafes,  and  1  have 
not  yet  known  any  one  that  could  fave 
himlclf  from  her  but  by  flight.  Slic  can. 
as  occafion  fcrves,  be  termagant  and 
haughty,  if  the  follower  is  in  hit  nature 
fervilc;  then  again  fo  humble  and  refign- 
ing  to  thofe  who  love  and  admiiie  none 
butthemfelves !  She  can  lead  the  conver- 
fation  among  raw  youths  who  aix!  proud 
of  being  admitted  into  her  company,  and 
will  lifp  and  grow  fo  giiii(h,  and  prevail 
upon  hardentd  and  experienced  rakes  of 
the  town,  who  a'e  above  bulling  any 
thing  but  innocence.  Clidamira  is  a  fe- 
male rake;  tiie  male  ones,  I  juft  now 
obferved,  atfc6l  moftly  to  have  to  do 
with  the  innocent,  and  Clidamira*s  paf- 
fion  is  to  deceive  and  bubble  the  know, 
ing,  To  imlulge  this  humour  in  her- 
felf, (he  has  all  the  learning  of  a  fpark 
of  the  town;  is  deep  in  mifcellany  poems* 
plays,  novels,  and  romances;  has  the 
copies  of  verfes,  fcandals,  and  vhifpers* 
all  the  winter,  which  arc  brought  forth 
in  London  and  Wcftmiufttr;  all  the 
fummer,  thofe  produced  at  Epfom,  Tun- 
bridge,  and  the  Bath.  Her  lewdnefs  it 
as  gi^eat,  and  her  underftanJing  greater, 
than  that  of  any  of  her  adniirer%v  b>s  ^Sga. 
force  of  tV\t  Vaxi^c  (y\t  \%  iki^  Tcv>\Ofii  cqnvxm^V 
even  by  \\\o{e  yjV^o  Yv^m^Vol^  \*x  ^  V?»  ^^ 
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charms  ^re  yet  untafteil  ^  lier  fkiil  it  fuch^ 
tinit  her  )>ra^tic^  in  wicked nci't  ha«  not 
at  all  raade  her  hypocrify  ot"  inn^tnce 
appear  aukward  ur  unlovely,  hut  (he  can 
be  any  thing  ihe  ever  was  to  thofe  who 
like  what  Ihe  wr%  berttr  than  what  (he 
i«,  thc'moft  accompli  Oil' J  fiolic,  and  dif. 
folute  of  atl  wciichc?.  What  makf&  me 
have  no  -  patience  witj}  M^dam  Duft- 
^pown,  \*f  that  fhe  is  now  .Ia>ing  all  her 
Inarcs,  anddlfplaying  all  her  chrtrms, 
to  withdraw  my  hi^rt  from  Mrs.  Pa^e. 
But  Hie  (hall  die;  I  will  Liciihce  h^r^  to  .T  S  it  poflible  you  can  doat  with  To  much 
gain  a  fmiHlfor  thai  merit  from  ray  own  conftancy  on  the  •.  haims  of  a  wife,  to 


under  written,  I  (hall  pre Aime  to  vail 
upon  your  lady  roylelf.     I  am»  Lc. 

The  latter  c  ircumftance  bciog  a  \knsU 
immtdi?ii-]y  produced  a  largds  above 
her  ordinary'  [alary. 

The  gr  at  Ikill  is  to  write  letter*  that 
may  fall  into  ary  h;>rds.  t\;^n  awiiVs, 
and  diicover  nothing.  Ha  lliie  to  ray 
Lord  was  thus. 

MY    LORD, 


incomparable  fdii'-one. 

Ciidamiia  has  at  ri'.is  tune  three  dif- 
ferent keepers^  a  rich  ciflaen,  whom  (he 
has  ordtTS,  upon  occaiTon,  to  write  to 
in  the  ftyle  of  a  wiaow  who  wants  his 
his  charity;  a  marrietl  man  of  quality, 
whom  (he  is  to  addrefs  fo,  as  thathis  lady, 
who  is  as  jealous  ai  a  ilatefman,  and  ad- 
mires her  lord  for  the  fineft  gentleman 
in  tiic  wcrlu,  might  lead  it;  her  third 
is  a  gentleman  learned  in  the  la>AK, 
whcm  fhe  writes  to  as  his  client,  when 
(he  has  a  mind  to  r^ifc  fmall  Kims  to  lup- 
port  her  lavifli  t;allanr,  who  livts  upon 
gratifyinf;  her  real  p.«(rion,  and  (hiring 
the  hire  of  her  pro(brution.  It  w;is  nt- 
ce/Taiy  lall  week  her  dear  comrade  (licjuid 
have  a  fine  horfe  he  had  fccn;  fhe  Ic.  i- 
ed  the  price  of  him  xipon  her  flives  by 
the  following  method.     She  writes 

TO  HEIL  CITT  FRIEND. 

SIK, 

*pv^  D  T  not  know  what  ai\s  of  charity 
L-'  y,iir  woifhip  d  "ily  docs,  and  th:\t 
your  food  lady  i  ^  ?s  inclined  to  do  i;cod 
as  yo.ffolf,  Ifliculdnot  laiccthisli^clty 
to  qiovc  y<.nr  compainon  to  the  widow 
and  futherlefs.  It  your  worfhip's  bufi- 
iKi's  (hould  divert  you  from  takin^r  no. 
ticeof  this  acco:  tli..^  :b  th«.  dirtfllon  hcrc- 


bc  blind  to  :hc  tiioufand  nameleU  tftingi 
th.1t  1  do  and  fay  bcfo;  e  vou,  even  ir.  ber 
prefence.  to  rt  veal  a  paliioh  too  ilroogta 
be  fmotlieicd? 

My  lady  pouts  ten  days  after  th;  in- 
terceptinjj  fuch  a  billet,  milinterpieti 
every  IcK^k  ard  fe^i.t^nce  of  cvrty  fricod 
fhe  has,  -.i  j  k.eps  my  loi d  wakiiig  tiil 
he  ha<i  divcil  into  the  matter,  and  nnei 
for  his  quiet  to  Cn  lainii  i. 

Her  w..rthy  ChamiH;i  -  jouncil  iscarti* 
vatcd  at  the  prod  gious  wit  u{  the  crea- 
ti.ic,  when  file  fends  a  bundle  o:  old 
parchments  t^om  widow  Lackitt,  and 
has  ii^en»  loiiocd.  with  his  cierk  with  a 
co\i,>lecfg  incas,  and  urderwntcs  the 
will  ^ivc  him  his  brief  at  her  own  laik^ 
ina;s.  The  buiy  crc4ituie,  aIio  i>  in  ;ov 
when  he  is  not  af^ualiy  .ajcing  pains,  is 
fo  exquifittly  exalted  at  the  w  t.cuirir.', 
and  atida-A,  ot  deceiving  that  nctanle 
deep  difceintr  his  o\*n  cirik.  that,  tor 
fear  of  f pj>c:»riMg  too  tluJl  fcr  an  a  ol 
himfolf.  caifh  is  immediately  foave\t  -.  ta 
his  client,  as  iefl  with  h  m  fi-om  the  ptf- 
fon  who  is  to  lend  the  moi.cv  'f^on  the 
mortgage.  Thtis  the  fly  tlisff  ;Uw$, 
though  he  is  a  ir.an  of  hufmd's,  it  be 
would  civc  his  mind  to  it.  he  could  be 
as  notublc  a  gallant  as  the  bcit.  Slie  is 
accommodated,  and  her  council  is  cheat* 
cd  m  raptures. 


NO  XVI.   THURSDAY,  APRIL   i. 


—"—SOME   CEAIKS  or    blNSX 
STILL   MIXT   VillU  VOLLJli    or  IMF  t  ATIKI  NC  I  • 

RocaKSTit*s  PoiMf* 

HTHE  vnJter  of  the  following  letter     and  allowing  his  letter  to  lit  only  for 

4     being  a  pcrfon,  if  you  wtU  believe     one  dav  in  the  year,  I  have  let  him  haft 

iJiS  own  ftory,  jhe  moll  \mperimev.1\7     V\\i  vAX^  ^i^  vw^^  Vl  ^t  Vs^^btutfi^  fJi 

croffld  in  Jove  that  evci  anj  moiu\  ^^%^    iViu^ 


Ua 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^F^     *  *  ^M^MH^P^^B^^^^^I 


THE   LOVER, 


3S 


ITRTI-Iy 

E  I  wrii  my  hft  to  you,  wherein 
ve  you  fome  account  of  the  con - 
(  ufage  which  I  met  with  from 
:h!fv«)Uf5  and  ridiculous  race  of 
Mr  rs,  I  have  made  ir  my  bufi-  ' 

enquire  info,  and  ronfider  the 
!  flrati^^cms,  by  whicli  a  pf^ple 
in  gtfniu*!  to  the  Cercopitb^d, 
i\i  l.j.ij;  be  fuffcred  to  impofe 
»anv  wiTe,  brave,  and  learned 
en  in  this  county.  Aftrr  much 
tion  with  mvfelf,  I  am  come  to 
ilution,  That  all  their  fucccfffs 
nj  to  a  certain  gracelefs  impu- 
n   rhemfpjvcs,  and  an  unmanly 

m  others.  There  is  nothing 
/  will  attempt  from  their  want 
•ence  to  the  reft  of  itie  world} 
re  is  nothing  but  others  fcpm 
J  fitffcr  from  a  too  great  fen f'bi- 
•hatthewQ'.  Id  vilj  think  of  them, 
other  the  extraor^'inarvcTcum- 
:jv  which  ihis  race  is  fignalized, 
olf  diverted  with  their  fuperili- 
ney  are,  vou  muft  know,  great 
<>  '■*'  licky  and  unlucky  daysj 
•  Amliony,  u-hofe  greit  talent 
vikiiigT  fools  of  mankind,  chufe« 
iidoF  April  to  fctrlc  his  fchemcs 
enfulrg  ye^r;  and  yet,  with  all 
V  which  he  eternally  appears  in, 
'  1  izicft  thief  Jiving.  One  of  his 
ions  for  man'tgrment  is  to  aflfecl 
and  avoid  bufinefs:  this,  with 
>ther  as  wife  maxims,  is  fet  down 
i'cretary  to  be  entered  upon  the 
\pril  next.  The  next  to  that,  as 
gi'hfr  it  out  of  Mr.  Secretary*! 
chari'ters,  is,  Never  to  look 
innd,  but  do  as  well  as  you  can 
rcfent  moment, 

nthony  has  had  great  fuccefs  in 
g  this  latter  pofition;  btit  his 
s  fo  full,  by  being  always  extri- 
limfelf  from  Ibme  prefent  diffi- 
hat  he  has  not  time  to  reflect. 
High  men  will  bear  fome  hard- 
to  which  they  arc  furprifed,  ihey 
routed  by  repeated  injuries. 

tell  me  moft  incredible  whim- 
im.  Among  the  refk,  that  he 
ce  a  book  of  humour  and  riJi- 
id  take  upon  him  to  draw  out  a 
of  politics  hid  under  thofe  (eem- 
afantries.  A  notable  money- 
r  has  informed  me,  that  hit 
ood  has  conceived  a  mighty  opi. 
South  Sea  Stock,  not  from  the 
and  i'olid  kcutity  that  is  giftn 


to  fuppok-t  the  interefttbcfreof,  but  firoiii 
the  following  memorable  paflfage  in  the 
94.fh  page  of  a  book  called  A  Tale  of  * 
a  Tub.  Moft  people  agree  that  th«C 
piece  wa«  written  for  the  advancement 
of  religion  only;  but  Sir  Anthony,  who 
ftes  more  and  lefs  than  any  other  man 
living:,  will  have  it  to  be  a  colleftion  of 
politics;  and  the  paragraph  upon  which 
he  grounds  his  conception  of  the  fond 
above-mentioned,  is  as  follows. 

'  The  firlt  undertaking  of  Lord  Peter 
'  was    to  purchaft  a  large  continentg 

*  lately  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  m 

*  Terra  Auftralislncovnita.  This  traft 

*  of  land  he  !)ought  a  very  great  pennyn 

*  worth  from  thedifcoverers  thcmfelvcs, 

*  (though  fome  pretend  to  doubt  whe- 

*  ther  they   l;ad   ever   been  there)  and 

*  then  rtrailbd  it  into  fevcril  cantons  to 

*  cenain  dealers,  who  carried  over  co- 

*  lonies,  but  were  all   (hipwrecked   in 

*  the  voyage.     Upon  which  Lord  Peter 

*  fold  the  faid  continent  to  other  cuAo- 

*  mers  again,  and  again,  and  again,  and 

*  again,  with  the  fame  fuccefs.' 

Mr.  Mvrtle,  if  you  publifh  this  ri? 
baldry  I  now  fend  you,  be  fure  yoa 
chufe  the  day  aufpicious  to  the  Crab- 
tr  cs,  to  wit,  the  firft  of  April,  a  day 
whvrcin,  timeout  of  mind,  people  have 
thought  fit  to  divert  themfelves  with  paf. 
fmg  upon  their  neighbours  nonfenfe  and 
imj>o'7t!on  for  wit  and  art.  But  to  go 
on.  In  order  to  amafs  a  vaft  fum  of 
money,  which  ht  defigns  to  place  in  the  ' 
fund,  the  benefits  of  which  are  Co  myfte- 
riouflv  defcribed  in  the  above-mentioned 
political  difcourfe.  Sir  Anthony  has  re- 
folved  to  part  with  the  moft  valuable 
manufcripts  in  his  library^  which  are 
aihialjy  fent  to  town  to  be  fold  on  the 
faid  firft  day  of  April,  and  cataloguea 
given  gratis  to  all  the  fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society.  The  things  which  he 
expeas  moft  for,  arc  as  follows.  Fobitf 
OuMoUuf'biTs  Rudiments  of  Litters  i 
being  t..e  firft  fcrawls  made  by  the  faid 
Cannolanthi  with  his  own  hand,  before 
the  invention  of  writing,  wherein  is  to 
be  feen  the  firft  B  that  ever  was  made. 

The  fecond  curiofity  is  the  \tvywbit§ 
Wax  which  John  a  Gant  had  in  his  hand 
when  he  made  the  famous  conveyance 
by  an  overt  aft  of  biting,  and  the  fo)« 
lowing  words; 

In  witneTs  that  diis  u  footh^ 

1  Vitt  the  ii\utit  ^lai  "iiViDL  m^^MtOcu 
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very  fiWb»  md  fit  to  be  kept  u  a  pre- 
decefibr  to  any  houfi:  which  is  fo  anticnt 
m  CO  have  loll  the  records  of  it*8  an- 
ccftry. 

The  fouith  is  the  frfl  baOowiJ  Slip' 
fir  fU'hicb  fwas  kiJfeJ  in  b§aour  of  St, 
FtUfy  who  is  i-<r|)oitrd  by  heretics  to 
Kave  worn  none  at  all  himfelf,  bat  to 
have  gone  a  fifhing  barefoot.  It  would 
be  endkis  to  tell  you  all  circumftances  of 
theie  prodigious  fellows,  but  Zarhariah 
and  Brickdull  are  gone  poli  to  London 
to  vouch  for  thefe  antiquities.  Zacha- 
jriahy  Sir  Anthony  fays,  has  a  vtry  good 
countenance  to  lland  by  the  Mummy  at ' 
the  fale,  as  well  as  to  vouch  for  the  inbite 
voax  in  the  conveyance.  I  don't  know 
what  they  may  do  with  vou  Londoners, 
but  they  Have  quite  loft  themfelves  at 
Gothann,  and  the  twelve  wife  men  are 
afhamedof  them;  upon  which  the  Crab> 
frees  iay  they  will  have  twelve  others, 
but  this  is  fuppo(ed  to  be  only  a  bounce; 
for  the  GotUamites  begin  to  perceive, 
though  too  late,  that  the  CrahtJ*ees  are 
not  fuch  cunning  curs  as  they  pretend  j 
^t  are  at  the  bottom  fools,  though  they 
ftt  up  for  the  other  chara^^er.  I  fup- 
pofe  you  muft  have  heard  the  ftory  of 
the  Book-man:  falling  upon  that  in* 
confiderable  fellow  has  explained  them 
more  than  any  thing  that  ever  happened  9 
and  Sir  Anthony,  by  all  intelligent  peo- 
ple, was  reckoned  a  Cudden  for  med- 
dling with  himj  for,  fay  they,  there 
were  a  thouiand  ways  of  getting  rid  of 
bim  j  and  it  was  not  worth  doing  it, 
whatever  chaftiiement  they  might  put 
bim  to,  ariherateof  ezpofmg  themfelves 
and  their  affairs  to  the  examination 
which  that  impotent  vengeance  brought 
upon  them. 

Thus  the  Crabtreef ,  who  indeed  ne- 
ver-had fenfe,  have  now  loll  the  appear- 
ance of  it;  and  Sir  Anthony,  far  thefe 
ten  days  laft  paft,  could  not  get  any  bo- 
dy to  whifper  him:  when  he  offers  it, 
the  party  attempted  fiande  Cull  before 


bim;  and  there  yon  Cet  poor  Sir  An- 
thony, in  a  need  to  ^hifper,  jerking  acd 
wriihing  his  noddle,  and  begging  an  au- 
dience of  a  ftarer,  who  ftands  in  ibe 
pcfture  of  a  man  ftiff  with  an>arement, 
that  he  had  not  found  him  out  httcie. 
If  you'll  turn  to  the  next  page  to  that  I 
'quoted  above,  to  wit,  the  next  to  the 
94.th,  f  which  phrafc  1  own  I  fteal  fion 
Juvenafs  Volnjcris  a  prima  qmn  fnxi' 
ma)  you  will  find  that  Sir  Anrnony 
ftole  the  manner  of  his  Levy  from  Lord 
Peter's  invention  of  ere6ling  a  lAibiffer' 
i^g  oficit  for  the  public  good  and  ealt— 
of  all — fueS'drotperst  pbjficians,  and^ 
ivivest  .fif^i  politicians^  friends  Jaiitn 
ma,  repiating  poets.  Jokers  tmpff  or  in 
defpair,  bawkis,  pri*vj  amnfelk^s^pngu^ 
parafitis,  and  bnffoouj. — An  afj's  hud 
nvas  placid fo  comt/enientlj,  tbat  tbepttT' 
tj  might  eajilj  njcitb  bis  moutb  acajf  a- 
ther  of  the  animal  s  ears.  The  other 
parts  of  that  paragraph  are  too  coarl't 
to  be  repeated.  Sir  Anthony  i^  niightily 
afraid  his  dear  relations  wiil  harUiy 
get  fafe  back  again  to  him ;  and 
therefore,  like  the  country  fellow  who 
faid,  It  was  pity  there  was  not  an  ail  of 
parliament  againft  all  foreigners  that  , 
fliould  pretend  to  invade  this  iandi  he 
has  given  them  a  pafs  which  he  ;binks 
willl)e  of  as  much  force  all  over  Eng- 
land, as  it  would  lately  have  been  10 
this  couMty,  where  he  is  a  jufiice.  There 
is  one  particular  pleafant  claufe  in  rr, 
wherein  he  requires  all  people,  notwitlv- 
ftanding  their  looks,  to  let  them  pais 
for  honefl  men. 

Zachariah  difputed  canning  that 
claule,  and  faid,  he  w.is  fuie  nobody 
could  take  him  for  any  other;  hut  Sir 
Anthony  over-ruled  him,  and,  in  his 
fnecring  way,  faid,  It  could  do  him  no 
harm  to  have  it  about  him.  Which  is 
all  at  preCent,  from  the  mofl  unfortunate 
of  lovers, 

KiCARDKTTO  LaNGUENTI* 
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ught  thf.  parrot  human  motis  to  try, 

h  a  toice  sni>u*d  thi  chatt*riwg  pie? 

vitty  want,  fiercc  hunger  to  appease: 

'aught  their  mattrrs,  and  their  masters  these* 

Dryden*s  Pii'sxvc« 


Page  was  fmiling  very 
upon  me,  in  a  dream, 
\  eight  ycrtcrday  morn- 
rhundering  knocks  at 
ic  fair  image  from  'my 
•as  hurried  to  the  moon 
nd  trumpets  of  Hera- 
t  came  up  to  me  while 
!  rude  hand  that  had 
1  delivered  me  a  letter, 
I  him,  as  he  faid,  by 
oured  young  man  in 
oat,  who  promifed  to 
fo  days  hence,  at  the 
:  dread  of  Aich  another 
;ak  open  the  letter  with 


lort,  is  this.  My  fa- 
e  under,  after  I  came 
hubbed  mecopfunied- 
and  twent)'5  and  then 
roe  threethoufand  per 
to  London  this  winter, 
narried  to  a  fine  young 
I  get  her  in  the  mind. 
'  how,  there  is  no  pleaf- 
hath  made  my  heirt 
I  have  rcfolvcd  to  fol- 
;;  but  rtie  hath  fuch  a 
that  I  cannot  do  with- 
I  firft  came  to  town, 
I  fay,  how  that  I  was 
which  I  Oiaved  every 
my  hands  once  in  half 
reek  together.  Being 
:  hoped  I  might  be ^«- 
t  a  broad  French  bca- 
>idered  coat,  that  coll 
inds.  I  cannot,  in* 
or  complaining  that  I 
r  I  have  loft  my  fto- 
ely  agree  wiih  her  that 
am  alinoft  choaked  in 
But  this  is  not  all. 
ut,  that  fhe  wifhes  I 
Aietold  me,  no  longer 
ay,  that  the  man  (he 
\ke  the  tour  of.  Italy. 


Now,  Sir,  I  would  be  Ut  ai)y  expend^ 
in  building,  to  pleafe  her;  but  as  for  go- 
ing into  outlandifli  countries,  I  thank 
her  for  that.  In  (liort,  fhe  would  have 
me  out  of  the  way :  for,  you  muft 
know,  there  is  a  little  fnipper-fnapper 
from  Oxford,  that  is  mightily  in  ncr  , 
books.  I  don^  know  how  ic  comes  to 
pafs,  but,  though  he  hath  but  a  plaia 
^;rey  fuit,  he  hath  fuch  a  fawning  way 
with  him,  that  my  mind  mifgives  me 
plaguily.  He  hath  words  at  his  fingers 
ends;  and  I  can  fay  nothing,  but  he  has 
fome  anfwer  or  another  that  puts  me 
out;  and  yet  he  talks  fo,  that  one  can- 
not be  angry  neither.  He  always  reads 
your  Lovers  to  her;  and  I  hear  Iter  fay 
often,  that  (he  (hould  like  fuch  an  in- 
genious man  as  Mr.  Myrtle.  Now^ 
what  I  defire  is  your  advice;  for,  as  f 
told  you  before,  I  cannot  do  without 
her.  I  am  a  hearty  fellow;  and,  believe 
me,  if  you  do  me  any  good,  you  (hall 
have  gloves,  and  dance  at  my  wed- 
ding. Youiv  hunable  fei*vant  to  com*' 
mandi 

TiMOTHT  GUBBIir« 

It  falls  out  very  luckily,  that  I  can 
recommend  Mr.  Gubbin  to  a  perfon  for 
his  purpofe,  without  further  riiiquing  my 
own  rcpofe.  The  following  letter,  which 
I  received  a  week  ago,  (hall  ferve  for  an 
anfwer  to  his.  And  I  further  declarot 
that  I  conltitute  the  author  thereof  my 
Efquire,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his 
petition.  I  have  accordingly  afligned 
him  an  apartment  in  the  Lover^s  L<3ge; 
and  (hall  fuither  encourage  him,  as  I 
find  his  merits  anfwerable  to  his  preten- 
(ions. 

LAUNCELOTBAVSTO  MARMADUKB 
MYRTLE. 

COtfRTtOtft  KNidHTt 

A  S  you  ^re  a  profelTor  and  patron  of 
-^  Love,  I  throw  myfelf  at  your  feet  ta 
beg  a  boon  of  ^om.    VAi«tv\  Vvi^  xx^ 


you  my  ftoty^  ^ou  WiM  coiwltSi  ^iEia3L\  "w 


icA 


-.  v.:,^^'^gBgaagfev 
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the  moft  amorous  and  chafte  of  fwains. 
I  am,  Sir,  by  proFeiHon,  an  author,  anrj 
the  fccne  of  my  i.iboiir*  it  a  garret.  My 
gt:niu->  icids  me  to  iovc,  and  I  luve  a 
etntU  manner.  When  I  h.ivc  otcahon 
for  monty,  I  fancy  to  inyfelf  a  l:u1y, 
zu\  write  luch  folr  things,  U8  you  would 
b'.tfs  yourillf  to  hear.  But  living  at 
prefcnt  in  the  city,  where  luch  ware 
fetches  but  l:ttle|  I  fhall,  withont  your 
affiliince,  iUIl  (liortly  into  grcai  poverty 
of  imigination.  WouKI  youbtiieve  it, 
Sir?  I  have  lived  this  month  on  a  poly 
f^iV  a  ring. 

My  rcquetl  h,  that  I  may  be  tranf- 
planted  from  this  barren  foil  info  C«.« 
Tent  Gaiden.  My  greatcll  ambition  is 
to  be  I  eceived  i:i  the  quality  of  Efquire  to 
(b  courteous  a  knight  as  ycu  arej  tu  carry 
jfour  pen  in  tl'.isyour  gentle  warfare,  and 
do  the  fquiiely  offices  eltahlilhed  in  this 
orderof  chivalry.  You  may  not,  |>erbaps, 
find  rae  unqualified  to  take  ibme  drudge- 
ries off  your  handi:,  which  you  muil 
otherwifeundcrgoj  and  may  poflTibly  ap- 
point  me  fub^tutcr  to  the  BritiHi  lava* 
gcs,  before  they  npprouch  the  fair.  It 
is  thought  fuflicient,  th;it  thctaylorand 
dancing- mailer  have  mar.aged  an  auk - 
ward  body  at  his  Hril  coming  to  t«wn: 
nay,  upon  the  Iht-ngth  o^  a  box  of  Jine 
M/fyrtU Barcchnit,  a  young  fellow,  now- 
a-days,  fets  up  for  love  and  gallantry. 
The  ill  fuccefs  of  fuch  unfnnned  cava- 
^  lier»  makes  a  perfon  cf  my  talents  nc- 
cefl'ary  in  a  civilized  country.  You 
know,  the  ladies  will  be  attacked  in 
form,  before  they  liflen  to  terms;  and, 
tho^igh  they  do  not  abiblutelv  inult  up- 
on hanging  or  drowr.Inj;,  they  think  it 
but  decent  that  fuch  auempts  be  made 
an  rhyme  ana  fonntt,  I  believe  you  will 
agree  with  me,  thr.t  no  woman  of  fpirit 
thinks  a  man  hath  any  refpeft  for  her, 
till  he  hath  pbycd  the  fool  in  her  (tr- 
▼icej  and  the  mean  opinion  that  fex  h  uh 
of  a  poet,  makes  any  thing  in  metre,  fnni 
a  lover,  an  agreeable  facrifice  to  their 
vanity. 

Now,  fince  there  are  few  heads  turn- 
ed both  lor  drefs  and  politenefs,  fmce 
witty  i'ayings  fildoni  break  out  from  two 
rows  of  fine  teeth,  and  tiue  fpelling  n 
not  often  the  work  of  a  pretty  hand;  I 
propoi'e,  for  the  good  of  niy  country,  to 
£tt  up  a  toy-lhop  of  written  baubles,  and 
Doerical  trinkets.  The  perfumes  of  flat- 
tei  yi,  the  cordials  of  vows,  iV\c  Va\\^  o^ 
wit,  and  the  waflics  ot  va^t?.V*'^^»  ^^ 
in/j^cd  in  due  order,  aud  '^V;iwlin  ^vq- 


per  rcccpt?'.!e*  to  be  rrf ailed  omarrw- 
fonable  pr.ces.  He.'-c  the  ipark  n.jy  he 
furniflttd  with  (ht;ric.il  1j".C'>,  \^en  he 
has  loll  h.is  c'oud'.d  cane.  Ilerelircniy 
jJurch:.!e  points,  conceii>,  and  rtpiitrti, 
as  ufrl'.il  rf-.'.:n«t  an  enemy  a*  ti.e  'i.ri 
piifhcs  in.^  lor.cing-m^ltet  can  teacr.  u;.'!!. 
Tiie  n>oil  eruceful  Sew  lie  c.'.n  icj.r., 
Ihall  he  lliil  inipruvsd  by  a  cc:r.pii:i>.:.c 
I  can  pur  in  Us  nwi:tii,  and,  to  lay  no 
more,  his  i^eriwii;  isw'.':  by  n-.y  m':ars 
be  the  lea  it  valuable  thing  upua  ui 
ihouiuers. 

No  generous  lover  will  repine  at  ray 
good  fortune,  when  he  he.irs  ib^^t  Igeta 
warm  coat  by  that  which  gains  him  the 
embraces  of  a  bride.  While  he  fcafts 
all  his  femes,  I  (hall  content  myiielf  with 
the  luxury  of  fome  meat,  and  much 
di  ink.  Thus  an  equal  diftribution  will 
be  made  of  world  ly  pleafuref.  Asibcy 
become  undoubtedly  happy,  I  fliallgrow 
undoubtedly  fat:  hearts  will  be  at  id, 
and  duns  be  paid. 

The  following  lift  of  my  wares  I  dc- 
fire  you  to  advertiil*;  which  will  not  fail, 
I  hcjie,  to  bring  cudomcrs,  and  majr  by 
a  four.dativm  for  thecommciceof 'Ctcia 
this  trading  illand. 

Love-letters  and  Sonnets,  by  the 
quiie,  at  five  Guineas  the  Pufc,  and 
ttn  the  Verfe;  with  allowance  to  thole 
that  buy  quantities. 

A  felt  of  Rhyme- 9  ready  paired  fcr 
any  oi dinar y  Amour j  never  ufcd  bot 
twice. 

The  Art  of  Pleaiing;  or,  Roles  for 
Di-famition;  with  a  compie.it  Index. 

An  Apology  for  the  Colour  ot  a  La- 
dv's  Hair;  with  a  Word  or  two  indt- 
fence  df  white  Eye- ladies. 

A  Treat iie  for,  and  another  agair. A, 
growing  Fat.  Sharp  Sayings  agaioil 
Faults  whicii  People  cannot  help;  with 
A:»fwers  to  each. 

A  Compliment  for  a  Mafque,  lodi 
Rv'partee  for,a  Rival.  Neither  cFcrfpo- 
ken  before. 

An   Inve^ltve    a^inft    embroidered 
Coats,  for  the  Ufe  ot  younger  Broihers; 
to  which  is  added*  an  Appendix  c&d-    j 
cerning  Frin;:;cd  Gloves.  .  | 

A  Liil  ot   the  Heathen  GoJdeffirs 
with  the  Colour   of   their    Hair  and 
Eyes  J  for  the  Aifift  anc^  of  young  Gen-    ; 
tie  men  that  were  never  at  the  Univer- 
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3ft    celebrated  P«eteflet  of  the 

$  for  you  lie  Virgint,  to  be  fold 
nberi  and  Flattery  for  old  Maidi, 
ight. 
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Raptures,  Tninfportt»  and  £xdama« 
tionsy  at  a  Crown  a  Dosen. 

Turtles,  Fountains,  Grottos,  Foreftt* 
Rofes,  TigrefTrS,  Rocks,  and  NighuA* 
gales,  at  common  pj  ices. 
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s  the  other  night  in  the  box  of  the 

lery  at  Sir  Courtly  Nice,  a  co- 
[  never  mifs,  for  the  fake  of  the 
himfdf,  Hothead  andTeftimony, 
s  in  themfclves  very  diverting,  and 
ntly  f>ert'ormed  by  the  af^ors.  Sir 
y*i  chara^erexpofes,  to  an  extra* 
e,  thofe  (hallow  creatures,  whofe 
ations  are  wholly  taken  up  with 
nd  outfide,  and  labour  only  at  an 
ncc  in  indifferent  things.  Tout- 
words,  YourbumhUfer^ant,  and 
ith  a  different  aii  each  time  ihty 
eatcH,  makes  up  his  whole  part  in 
fant  a  I'cene  as  any  of  the  comedy, 
urs  me  a  mufmg  upon  the  force 
g  able  to  ad  fafhionably  in  ordi- 
cafions,  and  filling  up  their  part 
room  with  a  tolej-ahic:  good  air, 
here  is  nothing  pading  which  en- 
he  attention  of  the  alfenibly  or 
ly  to  any  one  other  point.  It  is 
ous  to  obferye  how  few  amongfl 
able  to  do  it,  till  half  their  life  is 
iway,  and  then,  at  lail,  they  ra- 
r  over  it  as  a  thing  they  negh'£l, 
eliave  themfelves  in  it  ns  a  thing 
ave  ever  legarded.  This  matter 
irhere  To  cor.(]*icuous  as  in  an  af- 
of  men  of  parts,  when  they  are 
:ether  upon  any  great  point;  as  at 
liege  of  Ph  Hcinns,  the  lloyal  So- 
ir  any  other  place  where  you  have 
1  ojiportunity  of  Iteing  a  good 
Efi^l.fli  i^-cntlcmen  together.  I 
sen  mightily  at  a  Id's  whether  this 
U  from  a  too  great  rcl'|)c£l  for 
Ivcs,  or  too  great  deference  to 
hut  it  Items  to  b^  partly  one,  part* 
cr.  Wlvarever  the  cjuie  is,  I  have 
:en  the  efFi^ft  to  a  vci  y  great  degree 
untiy.  You  (hail,  in  the  inftant 
i»  ^ruing  to  l'p:ak,  fee  him  Hunt 
',  and  not  rile  wiihm  three  inches 
i3tiiralhei£rht,b\itIeBnononerKle9 
icen  with  a  fudden  kiatica;  and  *tis 
one  whether  iie  recovers,  without 
of  falling  quite  down  with  ihift- 
j  aod  i/urcricfiowii  iC|  wl^  a  very 


ingeaious  gentleman  has  tried  both  bit 
legft,  almoft  to  tripping  himfelf  up,  and 
then  catched  at  himfelfwith  his  arms  in 
the  air,  turned  pale,  and  findin^r  by  this 
time  all  his  fpecch  ftaied  cut  of  hit 
bead  by  a  fet  of  ill-natured  curs  that 
rejoicod  in  his  confufion,  fat  down  iq 
a  filence  not  to  be  broken  during  bit 
lifie.  There  is  no  man  knows,  tdl  he 
has  tried,  how  pxo<ligious  tall  he  himielf 
is:  he  cannot  be  let  into  this  till  he  hat 
attempted  to  fpeak  in  public;  when  he 
firft  does  it,  in  an  inftant,  from  fitting 
to  Handing  upi  the  air  is  as  much  too 
fine  for  him,  as  if  he  had  been  conveyed 
to  the  top  of  the  AIpK.  You  fee  nini 
gafp,  heave,  and  fifuggle*  like  an  anl« 
m^l  in  an  air  pump,  till  be  falls  down 
into  his  feat {  .but  enjoys  his  health 
well  enough  ever  after,  provided  he  caa 
hold  his  tongue.  If  the  intended  orator 
(land  upon  the  floor,  I  have  feen  him 
mifcarry  by  taking  only  toolar^e  a  ftep 
forwaid;  and  then,  in  the  air  of  a  beg- 
gar who  is  recommending  himfeif  with  a 
lamo  leg,  fpeak  fiich  bold  truths^  at 
have  had  an  efftfl  juH  equal  to  the  af« 
furance  with  which  they  were  uttered, 
A  too  great  regard  for  doing  what  you 
are  about  with  a  good  grace,  deftroyt 
your  capacity  of  dying  it  at  all;  but  if 
'  men  would  place  their  ambition  firfi  up- 
on the  virtue  of  thea6lion,  and  attempt 
things  only  becaufe  it  is  their  duty  to 
attempt  them,  grace  of  a^ion  and  be-  ' 
comihg  behaviour  would  naturally  at« 
tend  truth  of  heart  and  honefty  of  defigns 
but  when  their  imaginations  are  bent 
only  upon  iccommending  themfelves* 
or  impofmg  u()on  otheis,  there  is  no 
wonder  that  they  are  Uized  with  fuch 
auk  ward  Jereli^ions  in  the  mi^  ft  of  their 
vanity  or  faltbood.  I  remember,  whea 
I  wax  a  young  fellow,  there  was  a  young 
man  of  quality  that  became  an  accom* 
p!i(hcd  orator  in  one  day.  The  circum* 
ilance  was  thist  A  gentleman  wKo  Vc«d. 
cb^ftiCed  si    t>&^u  5<vt    %Xi    xx^v^vnAA 
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attacked  witb  outrasreous  language 
in  that  affcmbly.  'When  his  t'nc:urft 
nqme  was  ill  treated  from  man  to  man, 
this  ingenuous  yourh  dilcovered  the  ut- 
inoft  pain  to  thole  that  f.it  near  itim;  and 
havjr.g  more  than  once  I'aid,  *  I  am  lure 

•  I  ciivM  fight  for  him;  why  can't  I 
'*  fpenk  for  Ivm,?'  at  lall  flood  up.  The 
eyes  of  the  wiiole  company  were  upon 
liim;  and  though  he  ap^^ared  to  have 
iittei  iy  forgot  what  he  role  up  to  Ipeak , 
yet  the  generous  motive  which  the  whole 
eompany  knew  he  a6led  upon,  piocured 
him  fuch  an  acclamation  of  voices  to 
hear  him,  that  heexprelTed  himfelf  with 
a  magnanimity  and  clearnefs,  proceeding 
from  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  that 
inade  his  very  adverfaiies  receive  him  as 
a  man  they  wished  their  friend.  I  men- 
tion this  circumrtance  to  ihow,  that  the 
beft  way  to  do  a  thing  as  you  ousfht, 
is  todo  it  only  bccaiife you  ought,  'fhis 
thing  happened  foon  atier  the  Reftora* 
tion,-and  I  remember  a  fci  of  fellows, 
they  called  the  new  Converts,  were  the 
chief  fpeakers.  It  is  true,  they  always 
Ipoke  againft  their  confcience;  but  hav- 
ing been  lonj^er  ufed  to  do  fo  in  public, 
(as  all  are  gifted  at  their  meetingfi)  they 
txcelled  all  other  nroliitutes  in  fiim 
countenances  and  Itiff  hodie?.  They 
were  indeed  ridiculou?,  h\u  ihcy  could 
beiO*  to  be  ridiculous,  andcanicd  their 
points  by  hnv  ng  their  confciencts  fear- 
ed, while  thi'fe  of  others  lay  bleedmg. 
But  I  am  got  into  chst  upon  circimi- 
llinces  of  a  highrr  nature  rhan  thole  of 
ordinary  liff,  compliment  and  cere- 
mony. I  was  fp'akins:  of  Sir  Courtly 's 
Tour  ht^mhie  Servant ^  Madam. 

As  for  my  part,  1  always  approve  ra- 
ther thofp  who  m<ke  tl>c  molt  of  a  little 
underftanding,  and  carry  that  as  far  as 
they  can,  than  thole  who  will  not  condc- 
fceiid  to  be  perfeit,  if  I  may  lb  Ip.ak, 
in  the  under  parts  of  their  chara»flcr. 
Mrs.  Page  laid  wry  iuflly  of  me  oi;e 
day,  (for  you  muft  know  I  am  ^s  mute 
as  a  fill,  in  her  pre  fence)  *  If  Mr.  Myr- 

*  tie  can't  fpeak  for  love,  and  his  millieis 

♦  can't  l*pe;ik  cut  of  decency,  their  aft'air 

•  mult  end  as  it  began,  only  in  dumb 

♦  flicw.*  1  h:ivea  coufm  at  the  uiiiver- 
fjiy  who  lately  made  me  a  vijVj  1  k«ic\v 
him  to  wnnt  no  learning:,  wir,  cr  fcnfo^ 
if  he  would  pltale  to  dilptnfe  it  to  trs  by 
retail.  He  c^n  make  an  oration  or  write 
a  poem,  hut  won't  let  U5  have  any  iMng 
of  his  in  Tmall  pnrcels.     He  W  com*-., 

hdeed,  to  bear  our  laillyiiig  bim  \j^ou 


it,  without  being  Airiy.  T  aikid  bin, 
if  hc^ould  talk  with  a  iran  who  hadi 
whole  language  except  the  con^unftioii 
copulative,  how  would  be  be  able  to  nit 
derliand  him?— Small  matters  it  is  ab'o^ 
lutely  neceflary  to  capacitate  ourklTis 
for;  great  occaHons  do  not  occur  tmy 
moment.  The  Jew  liiid  very  pretiiiy, 
in  defcrxe  of  his  frequent,  luptrthtiom 
wafhings,  and  the  Ifkeoutwaid/erricei, 

*  I  do  thefe  becaufe  I  have  not  aiwsyi 
'  opportunities  to  manife/l  my  devotiu 

*  in  afts  of  virtue.'  I  had  abundaiia 
to  do  to  make  my  coufin  open  his  moutli 
at  all.  He  ancl  I,  one  evening,  had  fat 
together  three  hours  without  uttering  a 
fyllal)le.  I  was  jefolved  to  fay  norh.ng 
till  he  began  the  difcourfc;  but  Hndiug 
the  (ilcnce  endlefs,  I  defircd  him  to  go 
down  with  me  from  my  Lodge,  and  walk 
with  me  in  thePiazza.  We  took  twoor 
three  turns  there  in  the  dark,  in  utter fi. 
lence;  at  laft,   faid  I  to  hira,  '  Ccufio 

*  Tom,  this  taciturnity  of  thine,  coofi- 

*  dering  the  fcnfc  I  know  thou  haft  ia 

<  thee,  is  a  vexation  I  can  no  longer  en- 
«  dure  with  patience:  we  are  now  in  the 

*  dark,  and  I  can't  fee  how  you  do  ifj 

*  but  here,  give  me  your  hand,  let  rce, 

*  while  I  hold  you  here,  intreat  you  to 

<  exercifethe  ufe  of  your  lips  and  tongue, 

<  and  oblige  me  fo'far  as  to  utter,  with 

*  as  much  vehemence  as  you  can,  tb( 

*  woid  Co^ch,^  My  youth  took  mt 
frie.idfhip  as  I  intended  it,  and,  as  well 
as  he  could,  in  a  langhii\g  voice  he  cricv!, 
*C-o-a-c-h!'— T*  Vi?ry  well,  coulin,' fays 
I,  *  try  if  you  can  fpeak  it  at  oncf  j'  with 
which  he  begin  to  cry,  •  Cuach !  coac hP 
pulling  himlclf  out  of  my  hand.  *No,* 
fays  I,  *  cou'.in,  you  fhall  not  f.o  till  you 
«  are  perfect  j'  with  that  he  called  loudly 
and  diflin611v,  infomuch  that  we  had  ja 
an  inrtant  all  the  coaches  trom  Will's 
and  Tom'i*  about  the  Portico  or  Littlft 
Piazza.  The  fellows  began  loc^li  namesi 
as  thinking  themfelves  abufed,  lince  do 
one  came  to  take  coachj  upon  which, 
one  cried  our,  •  What  laicafs  are  thofe 

*  in  the  Pi;zza?'— *  You  itoundieV 
fiid  I,   *  whii  are  you  gtK»d  for  but  to 

*  keep  your  hoifes  and  felves  in  txei- 

*  cilic  ?  Would  you  llare  and  lland  idle 

<  at  coffee-houle  doors  all  nigh:?'  I 
went  on  wiih  great  fiticucy,  in  the  lan- 
guage ihofe  chariotteis  ufually  meet 
withj  up«.n  which  they  came  down, 
armed  wrth  whips,  and  my  couiin  corn- 
YUxi^wa^  Vv\5.  V^Nord  <Aas  borrowed  of  an- 
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t-woiiM  brin^myfelf  and  him 
a  fcrape.  He  had  not  done 
befb^  a  whip-lafli  took  him 
relej  upon  Which  my  young 

f  natched  my  cane  out  of  my 
I  fotmd  every  limb  about  him 
hit  tongue.  I  ftood  by  him 
y  mtghfj  and  would  fain  have 

to  that,  that  my  coufin  might 
before  a  jullice,  by  way  of  ex- 
ifferent  circa m^ances,  rather 


than  go  on  the  infipid,  dulli  uCeitfk 
thing,  which  an  unmanly  bafhfulneft 
had  made  him;  but  he  improved  daily 
after  this  adventure  oi  the  coachmen, 
and  can  be  rough  and  civil  as  properly^ 
aiid  with  as  good  an  aifi  as  any  gentle- 
m;«n  in  toWn.  In  a  word^  his  adiona 
aregentefl>  manly,  and  voluntary ,.which 
he  ow'es  to  the  confidence  into  which  I 
at  firtt  betrayed  him,  by  the  lilly  advett* 
t\ire  I  have  now  related » 


K"  XtX.    THURSDAY,    APRIL  t 


-<^UXD   niCtAT,  MON   TXDET  ULLUS  AMANI. 


Ovid* 


»e  mipjhtily  in  arrcar  with  my 
tondents,  if  I  do  not}  for  fame 
lint  one  dny  in  the  week  to  take 
lerarion  their  epirties. 
It  that  falls  into  my  hands,  out 
le  before  me,  is  from  an  un- 
n  lArho  is  fallen  in  love,  but 
t  with  whom.  Take  his  cafe 
>wn  epidle. 

aTLtj  A?tit  3,  1714. 

noting,  gentleman  of  a  mode- 
rtune,  have  f|»eni  the  grcateft 
y  time  for  thefe  two  or  three 
paft  in  what  they  cill  feeing 
but  am  now  refulved  to  marrvj 
:e  that  unf.trled  kind  of  life, 
hts  are  at  prcrfcnt  divided  be- 
>  fifter?:)  and  as  they  are  both 
can*t  as  vet  deteni.inc  wh  ch 
ny  addicflls  to,  but  muft  be^ 
:e  in  this  cnttcal  p<  ftureof  af- 
:inda  ha^  fenfc  enough,  ib  very 
,  and  excellently  well  flir^p-.!; 
ommand  rtrf|)c6t  from  all  who 
?m:  it  is  i'molljble  to  fre  and 
her;  (he  d:4iices  to  the  greatclt 
imaginable;  and  is,  in  Ihort^ 
fo  well  accompliflied,  that  her 
Mild  he  irrefiftible,  had  (he  not 
I  nr.ixture  of  pride,  and  dil  not 
ation,  in  fomemearine,  obrcme 
jf  her  beauty.  Ceiia  is  notfo 
as  her  fifter,  yet  is  vciy  pretty: 
talks,  Oie  captivates  her  hear- 
eems  wholly  ignorant  at  the 
of  her  own  charms)  and  when 
f  the  whole  company  are  fixed 
f,  with  all  the  innocence  in  the 
:ms.  to  wonder  at  their  atten  • 
rather  apprehends  that  fume 
trpcrCon  or  cpnverfation^  than 
ion  ia  richer/  i$  tht  cauic  of 


their  earneft  obfervance.  When  I  aril 
with  Cclia,  her  agreeable  cafy  converfa^ 
lion,  and  good-humour  ravi/h  my  foul, 
and  'tis  then  I  rcfolve  with  myftlf  to  fix 
my  thoughts  onjier  alone;  but  when  Lu* 
cinda  approaches,  all  my  refolutions  va* 
niOii  and  Tm  Celiacs  no  longer.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  feafch  into  my  own 
thoughts  as  iHtely  ai  pofTible,  and  hav# 
at  hit  difcovered  that  'tia  Lucinda  I  ad- 
mire, but  Celia  1  love.  I  would  there* 
fore  beg  your  advice  which  I  cught  to 
chufe;  her,  that  by  the  delicacy  of  her 
face  and  (haM,  and  ftatelinefs  of  her  mien 
and  air,  enforces  my  adoration;  or  her, 
that  by  the  agreeablene(^  of  her  good- 
hxlmour  and  conVcrfation,  engages  my 
love.  An  anfwer  to  this  will  be  verjf 
acceptable  to  your  hiimble  fervant, 

Charles  Doubt. 

The  circumftance  of  this  gentleman 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paper  ot  veifes  in 
Sir  John  Suck'.ingi  upon  two  fillers, 
whole  beauties  were  fo  equal  and  fo  alike, 
that  they  diflrafled  the  choice  and  .ap- 
p-obition  of  their  b?hnldei».  While 
the  eyes  of  their  admirers  were  taken  up 
in  comparing  their  feveral  beauties,  theif 
hearts  were  fafe  by  being  onrefolved  on 
whiclr  of  the  two  to  fix.  That  witty 
author  on  this  occafion  concludes, 

Ue  fare  is  ha^pieft  chat  has  hopes  of  either^ 
Next  him  is  be  that  fcti  them  both  together* 

My  corref}>ondent  has  not  told  me# 
that  he  has  not  eniy  acceH^  to  both  bit 
young  ladies;  while  he  enjoys  that,   I 
cannot  but  propote  theexpedirn«  of  feeing 
them  both  together,*as  an  e(Fe<^lual  m«-    - 
thod  towardt  com\i\^  \o  "^  4t\«.tm\tvvCvca!a 
in  tbia  cafe,  \\\ou^  *^  Vas^  ^^  co^vrKt^^ 
tffe€l  iu  xVv«  <;>&  o^^  \V«  ^^\\  '^^^V**^^^ 


by  Suckling.  If  my  correfpondent  hat 
ftated  the  nutter  right,  Cdia  will  gain 
eround  of  Lucinda}  for  beauty  palls  by 
intimate  converfationy  but  good^numour 
and  aflfability  gain  new  ftrength  the  more 
frequently  they  dil'cover  themfelve*.  I 
cxpe^  this  correfpoodent,  provided  he 
goes  into  my  method,  fhould  give  me  an 
account  how  he  finds  himtelfi  that  I 
may  note  it  in  my  book  of  receipts. 

The  next  gentleman,  I  find,  is  ex- 
tremely high  in  his  fev«r,  for  he  rtarrs 
from  one  thin|;  to  another  in  the  prefent 
hurry  of  his  Ipirics,  and  m:ikrs  it  im- 
pofiihle  for  mc  to  jtjive  any  rcgulair  judg- 
ment of  his  coniiiion.  I  find  he  is  but 
lately  fallen  into  it,  and  I  muft  obfcrve 
hiS  future  letters  very  attcnrivcly,  before 
I  can  be  able  to  prcicnbc  any  thing  for 
his  recovery.  Ii  is  the  nature  of  his 
dlfeaie,  in  the  fiill  plicc,  that  the  pa- 
tients think  every  mm  dcli^h  c.!  w.th 
their  ravings.  The  (lilc  cf  th^  letter 
feems  to  mc  to  be  thit  which  the  Ic  irn^d 
in  love  Jiftingwifh  by  the  Sublime  Un- 
intelligible; but  t:ike  it  from  himfelf. 

oh!  MR.  myr  tle, 
TTAD  you  f'een  lier  for  whom  my 
•*-■■  breali  pjnt<i  this  moment,  your 
Anne  Page  iiad  been  as  utterly  no  more 
as  Cleopitra  whd  ruipci  Antlj»)nv,  or 
St*firawhocai">tivared  Altxanderl  fleed- 
Icfs  man  that  I  was— liai  what  could 
^A-iuloni  h'lve  avj:le.l  mc,  after  I'eeing 
hei!  As  ilie  is  fair,  flic  is  alio  inex.)ra- 
itle,  Airis!  thjt  w'jat  move**  pafTian 
Ihoiild  alio  be  a  cht-ck  to  our  defirtsi  and 
how  milciahlc  is  his  fate,  who  conceives 
dtrfpair  iVom  the  tr.crit  ..f  what  inl'pires 
his  admiration!  O.4,  de-ir  Sir!  ff*nU  me 
your  advice,  but  I  am  lure  I  can't  fol- 
low it;  and  I  (hall  not  have  time  to  (hew 
you  bow  much  I  am  your  huiii!)le  fer- 
vant,  though  I  know  I  fiiall  be  yours 
till  death, 

ClNTHlO  LANGUZiSANTE. 


I  (hall  tnd  to^HayS  work  i»itk  iM 
notable  piece  of  complaint  from  yot 
Tim.  Gubbin,  whofe  lainentabot  jot 
mud  take  in  hit  own  wofdt. 

Sfl.MTtTLKt 

CINCE  Iwiittoyoulaftilhanfi- 
filed  this  gentlewoman  that  I  told  yia 
of,  and  whom  I  cannot  be  without rnry 
day  in  ihe  week,  except  Sundsyi .  Yw 
cannot  imagine  how  very  proud  file  n, 
and  fcornful,  though  at  the  fame  time 
(he  knows  that  I  am  better  born  tkaa 
herfelfj  but  (he  loves  none  but  diflirm* 
biers.  The  young  (park,  who  I  coji- 
plained  to  ynu  was  io  much  in  ber  fa- 
vour, told  herfucha  parcel  of  i)ts  t'other 
day,  that  I  told  him  to  his  face  I  won- 
diied  he  was  not  afhamed  on  it.  V^j 
muft  kno  v,  I  believe  mott  of  what  k 
fays  is  out  of  a  book.  1  am  loth  to 
be  quarrel  fome;  but  if  he  talk*,  in  J 
makes  a  y.d of  me  any  longer,  a^  I  fi.J 
he  does,  I'll  make  him  undcrihnd  ihjt 
I  am  .IS  good  a  fcbolar  at  rne  rapier  at 
himielf.  I  only  fpeak  it  to  you  as  acslc 
of  cnnlcience,  and  a(k  you  the  que/lion, 
Whether,  if  a  man  has  more  wic  thin  1, 
and  ufes  it  againft  me,  I  may  not  ui'e 
wh.1t  I  think  I  have  more  than  heagnril 
him?  Therefore,  if  1  may  have  yoor 
leave,  I  would  try  my  young  fpsrk 
about  the  bufinefs  of  cour2^ei»  I  have 
told  my  mi(trefs  as  inuchj  but  I  don't 
know  what  (he  means,  but  I  think  (he 
Ins  as  mad  a  way  of  talking  as  he,  aod 
fays,  the  way  to  win  her  it  to  diefoiher 
mylclf;  and,  if  I  won't  do  that,  rot  to 
interrupt  people  who  arc  better  bred  than 
mylelf,  who  aie  willing  to  die  for  her. 
Pr'ythfe,  Mr.  Mynle.  tell  me  what  all 
this  means;  for,  though  I  have  a  vciy 
good  efV^tc,  I  am  as  unhappy  as  if  I 
were  not  wor:h  a  groat,  aoil  all  for  this 
proud  minx.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft hum- 
ble I'crvant, 

Timothy  Gvbbm. 


N^  XX.     SATURDAY,    APRIL  lo- 

SHE    PKorr   A  TEAR,   AND  SICHINO   SIEM'D  TO  SAY, 
YOUNG   MAIUXNS,  MAftHV!     MAARY,  WHILE    YOU  MAy! 


I  Am  apt  to  believe  tb?  circuinflanccs 
of  ihetoUooving  letter  are  unfeigned, 
Mnd  therrfure  diall  not  Ubjuv  to  xiwV^e 
ihcm  more  entertaining;  r>y  iaV.u\ou*  or. 
namcnti.     1  (hall  U^vei  I  ^^^  ^^» 


Flatmav. 

enough  to  <fo  in  the  prbmfs  of  the  mit- 
tcr,  to  riiew  uiy  ikdl  m  Lo.-e;  theretoit» 
W  vW  \  .A\o>N\\\^Wvtx  U^before  the  to*n, 
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hvte,  were^I  myfdf  either  the  Ton  or  the 
'  father  in  the  narraiion.     I  appeal  to  the 
tca*ubles  on  the  matter. 

DIAM  Ma.  MYITLI, 

T  Have  long  hati  a  fecret  (and  I  hope  no 
-  ^  ciiminal)  ambition  to  appear  in  your 
^vritings,  and  an  equal  dehrc  to  be  un- 
<ier  your  dire«5lton.  Ir',  therefo.e,  you 
have  IcindneU  enough  to  gratify  the  va- 
nity ofan  en  imoured  female,  (who  has  a 
mind  to  be  admired  in  coffee-hourc.Sy 
•Ad  is  willing  to  believer  that,  by  a  little 
ci*  your  management,  Hie  may  miike  a 
toterahle  fij;iiie  among  your  Lovers) 
±nA  to  convince  th;  .vorld  that  you  are 
nfiuJved  to  be  as  g<»od  as  your  word,  by 
your  readineii  to  give  your  fjge  r.i{vicc 
to  thole  who  netd  it,  and  humbly  fue 
for  iti  I  earnelUy  intrcat  you  to  print  me 
off  to«mon'ow,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
publiih  your  opinion  of  the  lollowmg 
cafe:  for  the  gentleman  who,  nrxt  my- 
felf,  is  more  concerned  in  it,  his  per- 
illed the  letter  I  now  pre  fume  to  lend 
you,  and  has  polKively  declared  he  will 
nand  to  your  de!ermin:ition. 

Mr.  Circleis  is  a  gei.tleman  of  the 
Middle  Temple  :  he  was  font  »hitht-r 
▼^ry  young  to  iludy  the  l:i.v.  H  •  lus  a 
vivacity  in  all  his  wor^ls  aud  a«5^ioiis, 
which  has  acquired  him  the  eil-^em  and 
Ijoodgracesota  great  niriny  of  our  Itx. 
Xhis  kind  ot"  happinefs  made  him  en- 
tirely negleii  tMe  chief  dcfign  which 
brought  h.m  up  tj  Lonion.  Coke  up- 
on Littleton  giew  m^.u'.dy  and  liiifty  in 
his  folitaiy  li*i  ^y,  w!nle  he  OiinCvi 
among  the  liil  cs  in  h  :»  co.it  tuned  up 
wiih  velvet,  and  ncgi-eenily  graced 
with  oil  and  pow.le:.  H«:  betrer  knew 
h  )w  to  wrire  a  billc-doux  t*ian  to  en- 
grofs  a  hili,  an  i  he  w.is  much  more  ex- 
pert in  lejKatiiig  (icrnps  ut  piays  tl):m 
in  wor>'.tn^  a  perition.  A  rertitn  :itt  he 
has  of  i'jying  ihe  moll  common  things 
after  an  extrat.rdinary  iTiaimei,  ^us  of 
ifery  great  ufe  to  him  in  clfcciiially  le- 
Coinniendin^:;  hiiu  to  thole  la.iies  w':,o 
are  tond  of  ihar  kind  of  inn.:cep:  mlith 
whtcii  keep;  virtue  ar.viiys  in  diiii^er, 
and  Confrqij^-iiiiy  niniineil,  :.»  I  not  iii  a 
fiupld  Icciiri'y  which  triils  neither  to 
tJi-ti*e  n jr  vice.— Unr,  :d.is  !  where  Am  I 
going  ?— I  arte  ten  thouland  p.udor.s, 
dear  Mr.  Myrtle,  for  this  long  pream- 
ble. What  I  am  going  to  cbuadt  you 
in  is  this  i  I  am  a  your:g  womap  who 
hji^e  he?n  but  /barfeen  fhde  three  years 
pjlip  though  to  you  I  may  venture  to 


own,  that  I  wns  fix  and  twenty  the  firft 
day  of  May  lilh  My  father  was  an 
officer  in  the  army,  ?nd  thous^h  pretty 
well  llricken  in  years,  yet  no  \\y.\u  wai 
a  greater  encourager  of  mirth  and  di« 
vet  lion  than  himfelf.  This  turn  oi  hu- 
mour in  the  go 'd  old  mjii,  mnde  him 
extremely  plc:»fv'd  wiih  M).  Circlefs^ 
and,  unitffs  the  bufineU  of  h.s  fandv  re- 
quired his  more  fer»ons  nft.nrioii,  he 
thought  his  hours  pafled  flitwly  on,  if 
young  CareleiV  happened  to  be  abi'cnt 
'from  t-ur  hciife.  This  gentleman** 
clofe  intimacy  wnh  my  f:it})cr  r^vvt  him 
frequent  opporruniti^  of  iv.'uj  ^  m  my 
company  j  and  he  has  otten,  m  gaiety 
of  heart,  called  me  his  MAiia,  his  mif- 
trefs,  his  ch:trmei ;  and  htiS  told  me  a 
thouland  tiin-s  ovet  he  wa»  in  love  with 
ini-,  in  a  way  w'nic?  ijors  f,.r  no  more 
ili.i.i — M«z./..' w,  I  iilgjour  company.  How- 
ev^T,  Mr.  Myite,  you,  aIio  fcem  no 
ilr'4n^er  to  the  vveukneffes  inrd^nt  to 
our  lex,  can't  but  i'nrtgine  that  a  fin* 
g!e  vi^}mdn,  «and  no  prf^feHed  enemy  to 
nia(ri:no:n',  was  not  dil'pleaied  at  fuch 
like  dccLirations  t'torn  a  pretty  fellow 
that  was  >oung,  lively,  btiik,  and  did 
not  wmt  wii.  Though  he  was  thua 
agreeahle,  and  I  neither  infentible  of 
his  |>erfe^\ions,  nor  dii'pleafed  at  his  ad« 
drelTes  to  me,  yet  my  modefty  laid  too 
great  a  rcftriclion  on  m/,  to  permit  me 
to  difcover  to  him  i>t  f  rJl  the  lecret  fa« 
tisfadi:.n  I  took  in  hearing  him  prailo 
me,  and  how  I  was  delighted  when  I 
lilic'.ed  .o»li?  declaration  of  his  palTion. 
What  he  prattled  at  \s\k  began  to  dweil 
upon  me;  I  grew  afraid  :hat  all  his  pro- 
tcnims  of  th  s  nature  were  mere  amufe- 
nicnrs  to  him;  till  one  evening,  when  we 
weieall  vny  merry  in  tiie parlour,  danc- 
ini'  cour.tiv  dances,  and  playing  plays, 
he  faid  I'lmewhftt  to  me  in  fecret,  which 
1  Icir  I  fh.ill  aliinylifcwiihlhadncver 
h^ard. 

1 1  cmenl>er  we  were  en.^ged  at  a  play 
cailtd  S'.-ivants  and  Miltrelfcs,  when, 
a:nciig  the  variety  of  gentlemen  which 
w.i,giv;'n  n^.c  to  chiifeout  o:\  I  pitch- 
ed upon  Mr.  Custitrf.,  as  a  g.nti  man 
the  molt  :ie;rte.»blc  to  my  lar.cy  cf  anf 
in  the  c':t].i:.v.  Upon  wh>cl.  he  lofie 
ufj  mad-' n:i  ave:v  modr.ll  nnd  rcfpcft- 
^ul  bow  J  ,ird  v.hen,  accordiiTi;  to  the 
cudom  of  t'lje  pl«y,  !■-  I^'..l  tivcn  i  very 
graceful,  an"!  mcthou  ;S.  r.i:;'.cwhar  aw- 
ful laluic,  he  whilpe.rd  T-i.-,  .'.nd  vlfh*:..!^ 
w\ih  ^  \\«V\,  vV'JvX  \vt  Tc\\^\\  \»^  'i^  Vci'v^-^ 
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the  words  (k\\\  tingle  in  my  car.  I  ftole 
^  tny  eye  towanls  Mr.  C^ii  eiefs  the  whole 
flight  after ;  and  if  he  happened  tocom- 
^lim^nt  any  of  the  ladies,  I  took  parti- 
cubrnoticcof  her  countenancej  1  could 
Hot  help' thinking  her  very  u,:ily,  and 
that  fhe  did  not  at  all  dcfervc  to  have  any 
thin»  faid  in  Ikr  praife  :  if  he  fmiltd  at 
my  coufin,  w^o  was  tolerably  handforne, 
I  was  ready  to  ciy ;  nnd  when,  in  a 
fondling  iti-jiTiner,  he  took  my  H (In  Sally 
on  his  knecj  mcthought  my  poor  htart 
grew  as  heivyaslead.  Well !  certainly 
my  inquietudes  all  that  night  are  not, 
and  to  Mr.  Myrtle  ncfd  not,  to  be  de- 
i'cribcd — Hut,  Mr.  Myrtle,  to  make  ' 
ihort  of  my  ftory,  by  mutual  endear- 
ments, and  a  i-eciprocal  dclire  to  pleaie, 
Mr.  Carelefs  and  I,  froni  thattim*?  for- 
ward, became  lovely  and  agreeable  in 
each  other's  eyes.  I  thought  myfelf  hap- 
J>y  in  his  company ;  and  a  fight  of  him 
iienr  failed  to  fill  me  with  the  mod  ra- 
irifhing  delight.  He  would  often  dif- 
Couric  to  mc  of  marringc,  and  Ion  r  till 
he  was  of  age,  that  he  m'ghi  have  me 
all  his  own.  I  conveifcd  with  him  as 
with  the  man  who  was  to  have  been  my 
companion  for  life.  I  feldom  dicrflcd 
bnt  on  the  day  I  ^pe£ted  a  vifit  fioin 
him.  Thus  we  livedi  and  loved,  for 
fome  months,  till  the  malicious  world 
talked  of  our  behaviour,  and  made  Mr. 
Carelefs's  father  acquainted  with  our 
whole  proceedings.  He  fends  for  his 
fon.  Oh,  Mr.  Myrtle,  how  fliall  I  de- 
Icrihe  my  concern  for  his  departure !  I 
drcAdetl  his  father's  pov?-tr  over  hi.n, 
an<i  tremb'edwhen  1  confidcred  that  his 
fathci ,  who  vras  abla  to  leave  him  a 
rno'i  foit'Miv,  n»i«Tht  p.^lfihly  awe  him 
into  a  hcjl-cl  kA'  m^.  Mr.  C.u clefs 
leaves  »»►-  nnd  London,  in  t-bedicnce  to 
Yns  fv.hfy's  ccmmriiul.  A>  I'mm  :is  he 
^it  h  iirr,  hr  icDt  mt-  vv<.rvl  hiS  fuber 
Icveitly  r;)t.ncid  him,  and  (wore  ib-* 
Jtmnly  he  would  not  rvjve  hsm  a  groat 
it  he  cfutinutd  to  Jove  uir,  i>i  enier- 
t?in*-H  ihc  Ujkli  thought  oi  uikmo  nie 
llis  M-itj*. 

In  Ml.  CiU'-jfVs  abi»t;'f  rny  father 
a'^1  m<-thfr  bo:h  died,  irJ  I  iMrvivcd 
t!u'm  an  tnhm  ot  n  vny  {lr,\  !u  for- 
ti.ne.  Mr.  (micIcIs  wriu.-,  a  frrcjul  l.t- 
tcr,  whciT^in  h.r  |.-;t  mc  Ivi-  .v,  ih:it  his 
fnxhr.v  pfrf"h  m  lii>  icio'  rfi..M  ^  how- 
tYfT,  he  alfiiret  t'..r-,  tint  it*  I  p!»»arfd  he 
valt!'f  p'ii^  f'»  r.'Ti.!on  ur.kro  vn  to  \\\e 
oU  nrjr,  .ind  O'-'-f^  manv  irv.  \  \aow 
h:iJ  a  di&cult  card  to  play .     1  vtvVuntd 


thus  J  that  if  T  took  Mr.  CarelcftatKil 
word,  I  fhould  thereby  pruft  the  0ni 
happy  inHrument  of  making  him  guilty 
of  difobedience,  and,  by  incurring  bis 
father's  difplealure,  put  his  fortune  in 
danger.  I  thoue'it  it  would  be  no  ar> 
gument  of  my  affi^Aion  lo  involve  the 
young  man  I  pretended  to  love,  intbtle 
dangers.  Aficr  fume  struggle,  my  pU- 
fion  gave  way  to  prudence,  and  1  rc- 
folved  to  lofc  my  jovcr,  laiher  tliaa 
take  him  at  the  exptncc  of  his  fame  or 
difcretion.  After  1  had  wept  heut»iy, 
I  writ  him  a  I:rttcr  in  the  ftile  oi  one wha 
h.i:t  never  loved ;  I  told  him  I  )  ciieved 
itmoftadvilMbie  to  byafidethe  thoughts 
of  a  march  which  was  attended  with  ma- 
ny difficulties,  an!  couKI  nor  but  |irore 
a  Very  difadvantagous  one  to  hiin^ 
and,  if  his  father  remained  iiTeconcile- 
able,  to  me  too.  Mr.  Cartfleft  follow* 
ed  my  advice,  he  commended  my  free- 
dom, ceafed  to  he  my  lover,  but  con- 
tinued to  be  my  friend  ever  (incc. 

Mr.  Cjieleis  is  now  at  age,  unmar- 
ried.and  has  attained  to  a  plentifulfortune 
without  the  alBlUnce  of  hisfarhcr:  I 
am  (till  unprovided  for,  andconfefk  Mr. 
CArtleJ's  is  th:s  moment  as  much  malier 
of  my  heart  as  ever.  Dear  Mr*  Myrtle^ 
be  fpeedy  in  your  determination,  and 
fay  what  yoii think  Should  be  Mr.  Cmc- 
lefs's  fcntimeni*  towards  me.  I  wait 
with  impatience  for  to-morrow's  paper^ 
which  is  ferioully  to  deteiraine  the  faic 
of  your  coniiant  reader. 

Prudence  Lovesick* 

It  is  a  very  hazardous  point  to  deter- 
mine a  matter  attended  with  fuch  nice 
circuiulfances  :  but  luppoHng  the  fads 
are  honcrtly  ftated,  if  the  father  of  Care- 
lefs  his  any  i^tie  of  mcrit^  he  ought  to 
give  his  tonfent  to  a  lady  to  wlrum  he 
owes  fo  gtnetous  a  refufa)  of  his  fon, 
rather  than  he  his  daughter,  when  it 
was  inconimodioui  to  the  circumllances 
of  his  fainily.  If  an  acceHion  of  wealth 
is  thnwn  in,  which  ought  ro  be  ac- 
c  up.ied  as  a  portion  fent  hy  Providence 
to  lake  oflF  all  prudential  object  ions  that 
rtood  between  the  young  lady  and  her 
happinef?,  I  won't  fay  what  the  fon 
flioulddo;  but  if  the  father «ioes  his  du- 
ty, it  will  iLue-thefanrYe  good  cSc&  on 
the  lovers.  'IMI  that  is  ^efufed,  I  ihaU 
not  play  the  rafuiff  in  a  cafe  wbereiD  no 
one  car. « »\ ,  Vvv^^-.\\\  x  «,w\\\ ntrhlch can- 
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»Io  XXI.    TUESDAY,  APRIL  13. 


NATXO  COMXDA  EST««— 

It  |)eoplewill  trouble  me  no 
I  accounts  of  \he  Cnbrrccs, 
;tc:l  the  following  letter, 
fick  of  a.  people  fo  cinint^nt- 
»hje^t!>  of  the  contrary  paf- 
" love. 


ur  pa'^er,  the  other  clay,  the 
ichardeito  Languenii,  con- 
itlicuUus  and  mifchitvous 
rabtrees.  I  muftconfcfs  I 
t  words  better  put  togethtr 
an  rpifv-hlevous  and  rldltu- 
unaccour.table,  lamentable, 
\d  e\'€ry  other  word  ending 
T  tolerable.  You  may  fee, 
ind  in  which  I  wrilf.,  that  I 
J  and  by  the  ftllc  and  paf- 
T)  an  angry  woman  :  at  the 
don't  know  whether  1  may 
V/onian,  only  becaufe  J  am 
twenty-nine,  fn.ce  I  ?m  ftill 
r  am  furc  I  fliould  have  been 
ore  now,  if  it  had  not  been 
lecabje,  I  would  fay  cxccni- 
le  Cialnrets.  As  fait,  ar.d 
y  pafl]on  will  let  me,  I  will 
iccount  of  my  fuffcrings. 
daughter  of  a  gentleman  of 
,  whf)has  fcveral  other  chil- 
inthnny  always  giving  hin)- 
»  gre-*i  friend  to  the  landed 
ic  calls  it,  has  ever  been  in 
/ith  my  father.  To  find  pjr- 
jnancc,  and  education,  tor  a 
nily,  my  father  has  pi-aftifed 

improvement  of  a  country 

eftate,  grazing  cattle,  siid 
I  to  the  market  of  X^ondon. 

the  whole  with  one  eminent 
St.  James's  Market,  with 
oimts  cnce  a  year,  and  takes 
s  which  are  made  to  ilie  faid 
bJance  of  their  accounts, 
now  (here  is  a  great  lady  in 
urhoo<l,  eminent  forher  Juf- 
.i(Y,  who  ufts  Sir  Anthony 
d :  the  knight  has  got  a  <;rc3t 
n-efling  her  tenants,  and  ter- 
cople  in  htr  fcrvice  with  his 

in  her.  The  lady  above- 
wd  my  fsithefs  con^pond* 


-^  JuY. 

ent,  the  butcher,  a  fun)  of  money,  %vhic1i 
was  to  have  been  my  fortune  in  mar- 
liage  with  an  agreeable  young  man,  th« 
fon  of  a  neighbouring  o^ntleimo.    fdf 
father  had  lb  great  a  reli»e6t  for  this  lady^ 
that  he  cng-igetl  himfelf  to  take  aoy  de- 
maiids  upon  her  in  payment  without  the 
lealt  fcruplc'.  By  Sir  Anthony's manage- 
Jiienf,  a  third  part  of  the  I  idy's  debt  to 
the  butcher  is  paid  in  a  coin  I  never  heard 
of  before,  called  Tin  Tallies.   My  father 
has  written  to  Sir  Anthony,  and  offered 
them  to  Zachariah  his  brother,  they  be- 
ing out  of  my  father's  way  to  know  what 
to  do  with  J  but  Zachaiiah  has  told  th^ 
poor  butcher,  who  carried  my  fatlter't 
letter,  and  written  to  my  father,  that  be 
can't  medille  with  them;  but  hasgraveif 
advifed  him  to  flick  to  the  landed  inte- 
reft,  and  not  mind  proje6ls,  for  fo  tht 
half-witted  impudent  wretch  cal}8  receiv* 
ing  money  for  the  piodu£l  of  his  land. 
Thus,  Sir,  I  have  loft  a  good  hufband 
by  this  trick  of  Sir  Anthony,  and  the 
whole  race  of  them  wonder  why  our. fa* 
mily  cudls  them ;  but.  Sir,  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  Crabtrccs  to  be  blind  to  the 
evilb  they  themfelves  commit,  and  don*C 
think    thenifclves  guilty  of  mifchiefsg 
wherein  they  are  the  original  caufes^  ex« 
cept  they  are  the  immediate  inftrunBtnts« 
Thcfe  grofs  abufes  the  gracelefs  crew^ 
by  bragging  of  their  power,  havt  com^ 
mined  againft  all  the  wot  Id  without  bcr 
ing  founct  out  and  thoroughly  explained| 
till  the  devil,  who  owed  them.a  (hanne^ 
prompte<l  them  to  meddle  with  thcfe  that 
could  draw  their  pi£lures.     I  owned  to 
you,  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  thut 
I  was  an  angry  woman  j  and  I  think  I 
have  made  it  out  that  I  have  reafen  (or 
it.     I  have  nothing  now  left, to  divert 
my  poor  aching  heart  from  refle^lion  upoQ 
'it's  difappointmeht,  but  gratifying  mj 
refcnimcnt  a£;ainft  the  infamous  caufe  of 
it.     When  I  rcfte^upon  this  race,  efpe<* 
cially  the  knigh^  himfelf,  I  confefs  tnj 
anger  is  immediately  turned  into  mirth  j 
for  how  is  it  polBble  that  an  uneaiolr 
creature,  who  has  what  he  is  writ  in  hii 
face,  Ihouid  impofe  upon  any  bod:^  I  U% 
looks  VoVvkt  ^  cVx?A.>  ^^v>wc.  ^-^^^  ^ays^ 
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other  advantap:  in  the  woiM.  bwt  that 
they  ai«  i*rnamc<l  to  be  goveinc.i  by  !o 
lUly  an  art  as  ^hyfiognoiny.  With  Ihis 
mifchlevous  aiji.^,  rhrit  is  fomtfibing  fo 
aukward,  lb  littl;;,  aivi  brilkly  cumic, 
lit  Sir  Antliony^s  initfa  Knil  air,  that  one 
would  tiilnk  the  contempt  of  Lis  figure 
ini^ht  favc  people  f  oin  \\\c  iniquity  of 
lii$  dcfigns}  hut  Sir  Aiu'kmiy  has  the 
bappinei'a  next  to  a  ^ooJ  lepuracioii, 
which  is  to  be  inlcnfihle  o{"  fuaine»  nnJ 
fheretorc  is  as  iWiug  as  he  is  usriy.  For- 
give inc  jKrrlonal  reflect  tons,  but  ii^'ly  is 
a  woman's  word  for  knaviih.  I  oi>rervc. 
Sir,  you  atf.cl  ;ntiing  ibt  f^rntoucc  of 
fomc  poet,  Enj;lilh  or  L.r.in,  at  t'.ic  u.p 
pf  your  pa^>cr;  ai:d  a>  I  cieli't  you  would 
let  my  letter  beasreiiiaikabljas  poliiiWc, 
1  beg  you  to  put  tiiele  wtu  ds  out  of  Sir 
John  Suckling's  play  of  tho  S.id  One,  at 
the  head  of  tliii  my  writing,  exrepl  you 
would  put  in  all  mvKttci,  which  I  had 
jfnuch  rather  you  would:  the  plact  in  Sir 
JohnSucklint^willagreewell  enough  with 
the  knight i  for  though  his  name  is  An- 
itlion^',  and  Suckling  has  uiLd  ihc  word 
Robin, J-vcry  one  of  tli»S'~oi'n  try  will  think 
him  n-ur-iit,  when  you  dv.  bur  lay,  *  The 

•  Sad  Or.c,'  fcr  {uch  inilecd  he  is.  The 
l^alfagcis  ilius;  A  pott  and  an  ;«.(0'  are 
liUioduttd  diUovili:;'  ;.l  out  chai-aJltrs 
in  a  play.  The  acto:  :..  t.Iiirg  the  au- 
thor, that  he  won^In  s  w  iiy  he  will  rtprc- 
fcntwhat  cannot  be  in  nPliMt-.  an  honeft 
lawyer.  *  Why,' lays  M'-iIi.:  ami,  (that 
is  the  n.^mc  o!  th^  pttt)  '  Dolt  think  it 

•  iinpoliilile  for  a  l.iwjcr  to  be  honcll?' 
The  ai^or  anlwcrs— 

•  As  'tis  for  a  1  nJ-rr^afurer  to  ht  poor, 

•  Crtor  a  king  not  to  Ik  cczcncii  : 

i  Thcrr'i  little  RoL-iu,  in  debt  within  thcfe 
•  three  y^arg, 

•  Grown  t-t  and  full- 
As  for  ufing  t!ic  word  Trcafurcr  inftead 
cf  Siewaiil,  liure  is  noihing  in  thatj  for 
6ir  Anihor.y,  in  a  fn-  erir.g  way,  c:ills 
biuifelf  fo ;  and  jrcJtnds  he  dcfci ves  that 
word  more  than  nny  one  eile  who  v^cr 

•fnrcd  her,  thovjh  it's  well  known  hv 
has  dilparagci:  I'.ir  mnre  than  any  cne 
'that  ever  fcrvtd  any  body,  and  iv.v  la- 
ther fays,  liiicc  he  has  got  ntc  and   the 
tin  tsUii^  i^mgupon  hiit  h.mds,  that  he 
will  lend  you  ua  account,  whcirm  he  will 
proTe,  that,  if  ftiehad  given  him  a  year's 
Jncopie  ul  all  (he  ha*  i^^.  thewurldtoKi^^c 
Clothing  to  fay  to   l/im,  (be  ba^  Cvwd 
«•  ho  ve  .T  yea  r  's  fcv  t  n  i » t  b  v  1 1 .    B  ut  •wW.ve 
10  dLUiwg  with  UiiPj  ^-tba-i  got  ^V\ 


the  coiinrry  to  call  the  honeft  mar.,  isho 
nianigtd  her  bifimiV  brfore  h  m,  allthe 
names  thai  nrdicp  could  rnte:jt;  fo  tbr, 
whenever  he  is  diimiircd,  he  l.no^$  l.e 
cannot  be  worfc  uled  than  the  bell  mm 
\\iVii  been  before  him.     Tlv.  s  Sir  An. 
thony  thinks  himfelf  kcur' ag-*iD«ldifa- 
■  m:4fiiin;  fiiil,  b*'cai;re  hedcfeivesallihe 
til  that  c.n  be  f^id  t-f  hiir.  j  and,  fccor-d- 
ly,  berau.c  th?  fame  thip^j  hss  Itcnui 
of  thole  w]<.o  delcrve  all  the  jTsiic  wliich 
la  n  g  I  -a  t;  e  c  an  be  flrt  vV .  I  ha  v  o  a  t  re  ^  t  dM 
more  to  fay  of  the  ii^!v  creature;  hu?  1 
had  !-.!;e  to  have  forgo!  Brick  duit  ^ndZa- 
chai iah.    You  rauit  know  :i;ty  hive  iif- 
ftreni  apartments  about  Sir  Anthony's 
hc'ufi',  to  examine  every  on^  who  comes 
formcncy.oradiniuhciraccLunts.  Thc:c 
animals,   it  pcfil''«!e,   aie  more  hijecus 
than  Sir  Antl.ony  himlVif :  they  ire  both 
in  lowji;  and  rhcyareas  much  Je.'-redin 
the  country,  as  their  arrival  in  ir  foimcr- 
ly  was  {cmt.\  :*'\i  dre.i(!ed.     Tr;e  Pttf- 
byicrian  m:ni:}tis  in  thcfe  pan-  have  i 
veiypleafant  talcof  Zachariuh,  wlw,  it 
fetni^,  was  made  a  trul^ec  in  a  donation 
for  Tnini.UT&difTcntins^  from  the  Chuich 
cf  Ei.ghnd.     The  Jcicrptim  of  tri- 
nift.rs  diiTcr.ting  from   the   CKurch  of 
Kn(;l3n(i   fuits  as  well  wiih  Nonjurors 
as  Dilfentcrs;  and  Za:  harinh  being  a  new 
convcit,  foifjoth,  to  the  rV-rch,  has  a 
jiii.i'S  coinpalTion  rithcr  fcr  thofe  who 
were  of  our  church,  and  arc  gone  higher, 
than  to  thofe  who  will  not  rome  up  lo  iij 
and  iheicfore,  out  of  (cruple  of  confii- 
ence  ci  eats  the DiflVnrtrs.    Idcfiretcn 
would  he  fure  ;o  print   this,  becaule  it 
would  be  well  that  the  truth  were  known  j 
for  fjme  do  not  fail  to  fay,  that  uader 
tlie  norlon  of  i;'s  l^eing  a  gift  to  pi- 
ous uil'S,  Zach^riah  has  refci  ved  it  for 
that  j;cod   Chriftian    himfclf.      WTicn 
JJach'riah  went   through    the  town  of 
Woictftci — but  tha:  is  a  long  ftor)— I 
had  like  ro  have  f  rgot  Brickduftj  but 
what  fi -^n-iies  talking  of  him?  I  remcm- 
be.-  a  whimfic.d  faymff  of  ojie  fpcakirrg 
of  a  I'liy  creature  viih  a  mjnly  afptft  ; 
he  tailed  him  a  Coal-black  Silly  Fellv.v j 
fo  I  f^y  Brickd-rt  is  a  S.,ft  Ugly  Cur: 
be  his  a  pliiz  fit  only   for  accufa:ion 
and  abufci  if  he  defigmd  to  cwmmen'l, 
it  woihl  have  that    11151}  and  it  is  iiopi- 
ftnfe  fi.r  ><'U  to   fct    up   for  a  Lovir, 
whrn  you  1^::  ihefe  neniun:!*  jto  about  lo 
filkditenwcmcn  with  ciiild,and  l>ejr  fjlfc 
wiintfs  ag  unft  horteft  men,  I  fear  T  harj 
ivwA  T\Mnt  \\\\v\  nn\\\  -cTv\t  H4\\l\lo  yoax 


THE 

♦as  forced  to  leave  nic  beciufc  of  thefc 
iurftfd  tallies.  I  Am,  dcir  Mr.  Myrtle, 
Very  much  your  fciirart, 

SUSAM  MaTCULISS. 
Ml.  Ur^TLtf 

I  Beg  the  favour  of  you  to  ac^naitit  the 
town,  that  in  the  moll  neceflai  y  earth- 
to  ware,  1  hstve,  with  gmt  pains  and 


curiomy,  wrought  rdand  the  exterior  Ki- 
perficits  of  them,  the  trueefigict  of  Sir 
Anthony  Crabtree,  Mr.  Zactiariai  Crab- 
tree,  and  Mr.  Peter  Brickdult.  .T\mf 
will  he  fold  at  all  potters  fliops  prithin 
L  ndon  and  Weftn^nfter  on  tiie  i9tli 
inikant,  and  country  culiomers  may  bavt 
them  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

RUBBNS  CliATWftlOHT* 


N«XXI1.    THURSDAY,  APRIL  is. 


•   sicatTOM  iTta— — 

TH  £  buHniers  of  love  alters  in  everv 
family  in  Enghiidj  and,  I  mult 
tonfefs,  I  d  d  not  fuiHciently  weigh  the 
^reat  perplexity  thnt  I  fliould  fallirito, 
Jh'oni  tht  vaft  variety  of  cjfrs,  when  I 
undtrt  ok  itiy  prel'ent  province.  The 
author  of*  the  following  letters  is  in  very 
'Wbimfical  cireumftances,  which  will  be 
bed  repreien.ed  by  his  epiltleS. 

sit, 

A  S  I  Sim  slbout  thirty,  mA  c£  fuch  a 
^  round  untroubled  countenance  as 
may  make  nr.c  tippear  tiot  ib  much,  I  muft 
complain  to  you  of  a  general  calamity 
that  obftru6ls  dr  fuCpend^  the  advance- 
ment of  the  younger  men  in  the  pnifuit 
of  their  fortune*     I  now  make  love  to 

'  the  daughter  of  a  man  of  bufinefs,  who 
is  fo  fantadical  as  to  thrcaien  to  marry 
the  young  lady  to  a  concmiJorary  of  his 

•  bwn,  i  meaii  one 'of  his  owri  years.  He 
fays  no  young  man  can  be  good  for  any 
thtng  hut  611mg  an  houfe  full  of  chil 
dren,  without  being  wife  enough  to  know 
Ikow  to  provide  for  ihtm.  K:>w,  as  I  am 
lo  lucLced  in  love,  as  1  can  argi  e  my 
father-in  law  into  an  opinion  ol  my 
ability  for  bufmefs,  give  me  leave  to 
think  it  not  fo.eign  to  your  dtfigr), 

.  to  print  my  thoughts  concerning  the 
prejudices  which  men  in  one  Itag^  of 
life  have  to  thofe  in  another.  The  ut- 
moft  inconvenienciesare  owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulty we  meet  with  in  being  admitted 
into  the  fociety  of  men  in  years,  and 
adding  thereby  «he  early  knowledge  of 
tnen  and  bufmefs  to  that  of  books,  for 
the  reciprocal  i:T.provetnenc  of  each  o*her* 

'  One  of  ftfty  as  naturally  ima^iilcS  the 

*  famtf  infufficicncy  in  one  of  thirty,  as  he 
o^  thirty  dues  in  one  of  fifreeii  {  and  each 
tfge  is  thus  left  to  inltm^  itfclf  by  the 
natural  tourfe  of  h*f  owa  rcfle^kioa  and 


Hoa. 

eaperienee.  I  am  apt  tp  think,  that  be^ 
fore  thiity,  ama:;^s  natural  and  acffu-red 
pvts  are  at  that  ftrmgch,  aS;  ^  th  a  lit- 
tle '•xpcrience  to  enable  h  m  (it  ever  He 
can  be  enabled)  to  acquit  himlelf  well  itl 
any  bufinel's  or  converfat.on  he  fiiall  ba 
admiitcd  into.  As  to  t  e  oVeAion,  th»t 
thofe  that  have  hot  been  fed  tobaiintfa 
are  confcquemly  un6|  lor  it,  it  might 
have  been  m  de  one  time  or  other  agamft 
all  men  that  ever  were  born}  and  is  to 
fj^eneral  a  one,  thai  it  is  none  at  all.  Be- 
fcJes  he  that  knew  liieti  th  I  e(t  that  ever 
any  one  did,  fays,  that  *  Wiiliumcometh 
«  by  oppr  unity  of  leifuie,  and  he  that 
*  hath  little  buhnefs  (h  II  become  wife.* . 
And  my  Lord  Bacon  obicrvfrt  that  thofii 
eovernmen*s  have  been  always  th&moft 
happy,  which  have  been  adni:hil>ered  by 
fueh  as  have  fpcnt  part  of  their  lira 
in  books  and  leifurcj  and  inftar.ces  in 
the  governments  of  PiuS  Q^intu*  and 
Sixius  Quintiis  about  his  own  time^ 
who,  tho\igh  they  were  el^eemed  bi.t  pe- 
dantic al  friars,  pioceeded  upon  iruer 
II  incipl'  s  of  liare  than  thofe  wlio  had 
lad  tiieir  education  hi  ;<ffjirs  of  iiate and 
comts  of  princes.  If  th.s  rule  holds  ia 
the  difpatch  of  the  mod  perplexed  mat« 
ters,  as  of  puSlic  polit  cs,  it  muft  o^ 
recelfity  in  th.a  of  the  c6mmr  n  divifiont 
of  bufinefs,  which  every  body  knows  ara 
diie6)ed  by  form,  and  requite  rather  di* 
ligence  and  hohefty  than  gr<.at  Ability  in 
the  execution. 

A  good  judgment  will  not  only  fumily^ 
but  ffo  beyon.i  expe  iencc ;  for  the  tatter 
is  only  a  knowledge  that  direct  4it  in 

:  ditp.U<  -     -  - 


I 


the  difputch  of  matters  future,  from  tht 
confjdera'lon  of  matter!  paft  <»f  the  ftina 
nature)  but  the  former  is  a  }ierpetual  tfnd 
-  equa  direction  in  cv^ry  thing  that  can 
happen,  and  does  not  follow,  butmakca  - 
the  ytctdcflt  that  Piidta  rJwfc  nffhaa^ 
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This  eveiiifting  prejudice  of  the  old 
a^inft  the  young,  heighteot  the  natural  . 
difpofitionof  yo*.nh  to  plnfure*  when 
thi7  find  themklvcs  mdjudged  iiicapiblc 
of  bufinefs.  Thofe  among  them,  there- 
fore, whoic  circumftances  and  way  *of 
thinking  wiH  aUow  them  ftich  ficedonry  * 
filuii^  thcmfeWet  in  all  fenfual  grati- 
ncanons.  Otheisofthcm,  of  a  more  re- 
gulated turn  of  thought,  feek  the  enter- 
tainment of  books  and  contemplation, 
and  are  buHcd  in  theft  pleafuret;  Thefe 
purfuits,  durincr  our  middleage,  ftrengtli- 
en  the  love  of  n  tirement  in  the  lober 
mapt  and  make  it  necclfary  to  the  liber- 
*tine«  They  gain  philofopny  enough  by 
this  time  to  be  convinced  *tis  ilueir  inte- 
reft  to  have  as  little  ambition  as  may  be; 
and  conftdering  rather  how  much  lefs 
they  need  to  live  happily,  than  how  much 
more,  can't  conceive  why  they  ftipu[d 
trouble  themfclves  about  the  raifins.a, 
fortune,  which  in  the  purfutt  muft  kScn 
their  prefent  enjoyment,  and  in  the  pur- 
chafe  cannot  enlarge  it. 

I  cbnfefs  the  impious  and  impertinent 
way  of  life  and  convofation  of  youth  in 
gendral,  expofes  them  to  the  ju(idifeftecnv. , 
of  their  elders;  hut  where  the  contrary  is 
fotmd  among  any  of  them,  it  fliould  ^e 
^  more  paiticular  recommendation  tu 
their  patronage.  There  ai e  fome  obfer- 
vations,  I  have  by  chance  met  with,  fo 
much  in  favoiu*  of  young  men,  that  I 
cannot  fupprefs  them.  As  (inceiity  is 
the  chief  recommendation  both  in  public 
and  private  matters,  it  isobfcrved,  that 
the  young  are  more  fihcere  in  the  difpatch 
of  bufinefs,  and  profcflions  of  fnendfliip, 
than  thofe  that  are  more  advanced  m 
years  J  for  tliey  either  prefei-  public  re- 
putation to  private  advantage,  or  believe  . 
It  the  only  way  to  it.  They  are  gene, 
rally  well-natured,  as  having  not  been 
ac(|uainted  with  much  malice,  or  foured 
with  difappoiritment ;  the  lefs  difpofed 
to  pride  or  avarice,  as  thev  hare  neither 
wanted  nor  abounded.  They  are  un- 
}>ra£)ifid  in  the  ways  of  flattciy  and  difli  -  . 
mulation,  and  think  others  pra^ife  it  as 
littlrasthemfelvcs.  This  arifes  from  their 
boldnefs,  as  having  not  been  yet  humbled 
by  the  chances  of  life;  and  their  credu- 
lity, as  having  not  yet  been  often  de- 
ceived. 

I  (ball  conclude  by  (aying,  it  is  very 


hard  updn  at  young  fellows,  that  we  ait 
not  to  be  trufted  in  bufinefs  andconver* 
latioii  with  tboie  in  years,  till  due  ate, 
together  with  it's  confequences,  ill  httlih 
and  ill  humour,  have  mtrkei  us  wii  a 
faded  cheel^a  hollow  eye,  a  bufy'rvmi- 
fiating  forehead}  and,  in  flion,  rm<ltitd 
us  lefs  capable  of  fcnring  aiid  pMl^g 
them,  than  we  were  when  .we  were 
thought  unable  to  do  tixhe't.  I  btg 
your  pardon  for  fo  many  ferious  reflec- 
tions, and  your  leave  to^d  to  them  a 
love-letter  to  the  father,  incloled  inorve 
to  the  daughter,  and  addrei&d  to  her  for 
his  periiial.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moil  hum- 
ble  liirvant. 

MAbAM, 

V|  V  life  is  wrapped  up  in  you.  I  dif- 
■*;  rclilh  cypr}-  converfa^ioB  wheim 
there  is  not  ibme  mrntiim  made  of  yous 
whenever  you  are  named,  I  bear  yea 
commen^lra,  and  that  gives  eafe  to  the 
torment  I  am  in,  while  I  am  forced  to 
fmother  the  warmth  of  my  afi^ion  to- 
wvds  you.  You  know  your. father  is 
not  difpleafed  that  I  love  you;  but  1  am, 
I  know  not  how,  to  prefer  your  inttrelb 
to  yourfelf.  But  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world  is  impertinence,  and  all  it's  riches 
yexation,  in  compaiifon  of  the  joy  there 
is  in  beihe  underitooii.  Madam,  your 
moll  faithful,  qiiolt  dc\oted,  humble  ier- 
vant. 

P.  S.  When  your  fftheraik<  whe- 
ther I  have  writ,  hide  this,  and  (hew  him 
the  mclofed.  Look  dilplcafed,  and  he 
will  plead  for  me. 

MADAM, 

T  Have  a  gi-eat  refpefl  for  you,  hut  mnft 
*  beg  you  would  not  take  it  amiJs,  if  I 
can  reckon  no  woman  a  beauty  wbofefs-  ' 
iher's  favour  does  not  add  to  her  other 
qualifications.  He  is,  as  I  am,  a  man 
of  bufuiefs;  and  I  doUbt  not  but  he  wilh 
acquaint  you,  that  bufinefs  is  to  be 
minded.  Your  declaration,  iolned  with 
his  in  my  favour,  will  make  me  more 
frequent  at  your  houfe  j  but  till  I  know 
what  I  have  to  trull  to,- J  do  not  think  it 
is  proj>er  for  me  to  ina  ude  upon  vour 
time,  and  lofe  my  own.  I  am,  MadaiCA 
your  mott  humble  litrvaot. 


^%^5CCSL^ 


THR  ^QVJB. 


N«  XXIII.    SATURDAY,  APRIL  17. 


^VOB  LATIT  AftCAMA  MOM  INAAKABILS  rilAA* 


flat* 


MA*  MYRTLE) 

WHEN  you  firft  creacd  your 
LodgCi  you  then  took  upon  you 
to  be  a  patron  ot  Lovers,  and  at  the  famo 
time  prbmifed  vour  afliRance  to  all  thofe 
who  ttiould  addrcfs  themfelves  to  you  for 
advice,  the  better  to  condu^l  them 
through  all  tho(e  paths  of  love  which, 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  you  have  often 
trod  before  them. 

It  is  this  confideration  which  em<r 
boldens  me  tp  give  you  the  trouble  of 
this,  without  oString  at  any  formal 
ftpology  for  it.  It  is  a  mighty  pleafure 
and  a  -lolid  fatisfa^ion  to  a  man,  to  re- 
flet that  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  be 
Serviceable  to  others;  and  fincc  I  am 
Cpnfident  of  your  ability,  if  you  deny 
mt  the  benent  of  it,  I  ihall  grudge  you. 
the  polleflion  of  fuch  an  advantage,  and 
'  value  yoti  no  more,  though  a  maiter  in 
the  ai  t  of  love,  than  I  would  a  mifer  for 
his  wealth,  when  he  poorly  reierves  it  to 
himlelf,  and  can't  find  in  his  foul'to  be- 
ftowthe  ieaft  part  of  it  on  the  moft  needy 
and  indijgent. 

That  you  may  be  the  better  able  to 
prefcribe,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  lay  my 
real  condition  before  you  without  art  or 
diflTimulatiOn.  I  am,  in  plain  terms, 
what  you  call  a  rover,  or  a  general  lov- 
cr.  I  am  of  the  moft  peiYerfe,  un- 
toward, amorous  conftitution  imagin- 
able ;  I  have  fcarcely  ever  feen  that  fe- 
male who  had  not  ibme  charm  or  other 
to  catch  my  heart  with ;  and  I  dire  fay 
I  have  been  a  flave  to  more  miftrefTcs 
than  tweU  the  account  of  Cowley*s  bat- 
lad  called  The  Chronicle.     I  have  fre- 

Sently  been  loft  in  tranfoorts  at  the 
ht  of  a  Chloe  or  a  STicbarifla,  and 
have  admired  many  an  ugly  Corinna  for 
wit  or  humour.  Myra  has  channed  me 
ten  thouland  times  with  her  fingingj 
and  my  heart  has  leaped  for  joy  when 
Mil's  Airy  has  been  dancing  a  j\jg,  or 
irabella  wts  moved  a  minuet.  It  has 
burnt  and  crackled  like  charcoal  at  the 
fliit  of  a  fan;  and  1  have  fom<*timet 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  an  hooped  petticoat. 
In  (hort,  theie  is  fcarce  a  woman  I  ever 
laid  my  eyet  «n,  that  I  have  not  liked 


and  loved,  admired  and  wilhed  fort  te 
pretty,  the  wife,  the  wittv,  the  ray, 
proud,  and  the  coquet  {  all,  all  from 
fine  lady  down  to  the  dextrous  MoUf 
who  wait*  wiih  the  kettle  at  my  iiAer*a 
tea-table,4»ve  made  fcara  or  woundain 
my  heart.  And  yet,  jafier  all  diiai*-- 
whictt  is  fooKwhat  ttraae»f«Hny  heart 
is  as  whole  as  ever.  What  I  mean  ia 
this ;  ^hat  notwithfhinding  the  multipli- 
city of  d^rts  which  havebeen  (hot  at  me, 
yet  they  never  made  any  lafting  imptaT* 
lion  on  me,,  or  have  baen  able  to  thciovr 
me  into  an  humour  ferioua  enough  Ua 
think  of  marriage,  .  Though  I  coofeft 
the  temper  I  am  now  complaining  of 
has  been  exceeding  troublefomr  to  me» 
yet  I  could  nothelp  thinking  matrimony 
a  cure  worfc  than  the  difeafo,  .Bafidcs, 
how  (hall  I  be  certain  I  (han't  be  die 
fame  latitudinarian  in  lore  after  I  haro 
fwallowed.the  bitter  dofc?  It  it  foe 
this  reafon  that  I  have  longuied  my  en* 
deavours  to  find  out  Tome  other  nmtdy 
for  my  diftemper;  and  to  that  .Md  I  have 
had  recourfe  to  ail  thpfe  famont  phyfi« 
cians  who  have  pretended  tawnte  for  the 
good  of  thofe  })erfons  who  have  htoiiia 
my  wbimfical  circumftances.  Bftit,  alas  I 
after  a  lone  and-  tedious  coofnltatioii 
among  theie  mighty  profeflbia^  1  could 
not  perceive  myjelf  one  jot  the  hjrtler.  I 
am  convinced  they  aiv  all.  a  parcel  of 
pretenders; and  that  I  had 4io  more rra- 
I'on  toexpeift  any  benefit  from  thcm»tliaa 
one  afflieted  with  the  gout  haa  to  hope 
for  an  infallible  cure  fiom  your  boafting 
fham  doctors,  who  difperfethdr  billa 
and  advertifeinents  through  eacrjr  Aitct 
in  London. . 

The  firft  laddrefllNi  rayfelf  to  was  that 
Galen  in  love,  Ovid.  The  feUonr  had  a 
fmooth  tongue,  and  really  talked  very 
prettily.  He  fhewed  roe  a  great  many 
ibft  letters  of  his  own  compoiings  tola 
me  fome  odd  furpriGng  ftorict;  made 
me  figh  at  his  mournful  elegies^  and  pro* 
mired  me,, that  if  I  would  carefully  ob« 
f;:ive  his  rules,  and  follow  thofe  difK* 
ttons  laid  down  in  his  Pbih^^k/^iMfrntB'' 
rjt  or  Arte  Amandin  I  need  not  (ioubt 
but  my  bufiacfii  was  done.  ib4dUn«c«l 


so 
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fh  8  with  fi>  frrioui  an  air,  that  filly  Ibe- 
g-in  to  bcii..ye  him,  :«nd{!^ther  hopts  of 
a  |>e]  (c&  rtcof  rr)'i  till  one  day,  w]  eo 
I  was  ^ving  gre««t  arttntion  u-  him,  I 
ht-ani  him  break  oiY  in  the  mi.ift  pf  his 
harangue,  and*immediately  cry  outj in  the 
•xciamatwry  ftilc«- 

Eci  mitil  fuld  nuUh  mnr  tji  meJicaiUn 

From  Chat  ircry  moment  I  thought  him 
An  i^n^^itin'  coxcomb,  and  ne?ci-  meddled 
with  him  iince. 

The  next  I  ventum)  upon  was  good 
Abraham  Cowky.  He  was  Inolcvd  up- 
on  as  ■  proficient  in  his  way;  and  was 
very  m«ch  in  vogue  among  the  ladies, 
forgentiy  handhn^  their  hearts,  ar.de:i* 
lily  gr«ingat  their'paflioMS.  Hit  ^eatcll 
bulinefs  lay  among  I'uchas  had  but  newly 
received  their  wounds,  and  Tome  cxptrAed 
great  refrelhment  fi'om  his  balmy  com- 
pofitioas:  but  it  has  been  faid  by  others, 
that  he  was  the  worft  in  the  world  ar  a 
p;rcen  wouncl;  and  th)t  whoerer  took  him 
sn  hand  when  they  were  firft  hurt,  they 
nther  grew  worte  than  better.  How- 
cwr,  I  was  refolTid  to  undergo  one 
coDrfewith  him  t  I  was  introduced  into 
his  coiApfiny  by  a  young coufin  of  mine, 
who  was  at  that  timr  either  in  love,  or 
the  gr^n  frcknefii ;  and  in  a  little  time  I 
'was  intimately  acquainted  with  his  mif- 
trrfi,  I  y^%f  r  remember,  mightily 
pleafed  to  hear  him  tax  the  ladies,  and 
juftit'y^itowniicklencrs,  by  aflcingthem. 
Could  they  call  the  ihoreinconftant  which 
kindly  embraced  every  wave?  *  Ah  !' 
thought  I,  *  this  is  a  doAor  after  my 
*  own  heart)  his  cafe  is  exactly  m.ne.* 
But,  alas  I  I  had  not  kept  him  com- 
pany Jongf  before  I  difcovtred  that, 
ibr  all  his  Ikill  in  numbers,  he  was  but 
90  ignorant  phvfician,  fmce  he  could 
not  puib  himielf.  The  third  I  went  to 
was  Mis.  Behn.  She  indeed,  ! thought, 
unde^fftood  the  pra£lic  part  of  love  bet- 
ter than  the  fpecubtivc;  but  flie  was  a 
dangerous  quack,  tor  a  fight  of  her  al- 
ways made  my  diftemper  return  upon 
me.  I  hked  feme  parts  of  her  Lovrr^s 
Watch,  and  would  have  bought  it  from 
^:  ftc  told  mc  (he  would  hire  the  pfe 


out  to  me  for  a  little  timex  but  that  flit 
wjuL'.  not  fell  it  outr*gh(. 

The  Lift  I  advifed  with  v^as  the  mo4 
rtnown-d  Ifaac  BickerfbfF,  £iq.  lie 
was  a  perf  n  of  great  note  ai»i1  t..(hion| 
and  had  very  good  pi  aflict  in  tlnscityf  r 
ibme  y^ar^.  H<*  ha«l  acquired  a  large 
flock  of  fi^tme  and  ifpi.ia  ion  for  his  ey- 
peii-  nee  in  the  woild,  his  acquaintance 
with  all  the  little  wcaknefles  and  infir- 
mities incident  to  human  kind;  ard  was 
more  panicularly  had  in  eftccm  for  hjt 
knowledge  and  proficiency  in  the  occult 
Icitnces.  From  a  gentleman  thus  qua»i- 
titd,  what  mi^ht  I  not  have  hoped  for  ? 
But,  Sir,  i  foon  undcrftood  that  all  his 
predictions  ?nd  pioplufies  were  biit 
dreams  and  fables  to  amufr  am)  divert 
us,  and  that  he  underllood  himielf  very 
well  when  he  called  himf  If  Tatltr. 

And  now,  Sir,  after  all  thefe  fruit- 
lefs  and  repeated  inquiries,  my  laft  and 
only  refuge  is  in  you.  You  are  ctr- 
tainly  acquainted  wiih  all  the  (ecrec 
fpnngs  of  love,  and  know  the  hlilden 
caufeb  which  make  my  heart  rife  up  to 
ever)  She  I  meet.  You  can^i  be  igno- 
rant how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  my  tem- 
per is  fo  various;  and  my  inclination  to 
floating  and  changeable,  tiiat  one  obie^ 
can't  confine  them,  but,  like  a  wandering 
bee,  they  fly  at  e\'ery  flowrer.  I  afTure 
you,  Mr.  Myrtle>  my  prefent  difpofition 
IS  what  gives  me  great  concern  and  un- 
cafincfs.  Tell  me  how  I  may  reclaim 
this  volatile  heart  of  mine,  this  dcful- 
tory  imagination,  and  keep  it  within 
bounds  :  fhew  me  the  way  to  flx  it  to 
one,  or  not  love  at  all.  I  stm  not  nneafy 
for  your  anfwer,  for  I  muft  own  to  you 
I  feel  but  very  little  pa'nj  but  in  iome 
diftempers  they  iav  that  i$  an  ill  fign.  I 
am,  Sii',  your  moft  humble  fervant,    . 

Charles  LAKTt^ 

My  correfpondent  is  come  already  to 
the  condition  hedefnes;  for  what  is  nbt 
confined  to  one,  is  not  love  at  all:  and  my 
fiiend  Charles  needs  not  further  infoim- 
ation  in  his  cafe,  but  to  be  told,  th:;t  he 
does  not  labour  under  the  oaflipn  of  ioyta 
but  the  vice  of  wautonDcia* 


W  iaaN\ 
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THBtt  DWXLT  THS  tCORN  OF  V1CB»   AND  YITY  TOO. 


TRUE  Virtue  dlftinguifhcs  itfclf  by 
nothing  mure  confpicuoufly  than 
chanter  towards  thofe  who  are  Co  xiti- 
.h»ppy  as  to  have»  or  be  thought  to  have, 
taken  a  contrary  courfe :  it  is  in  the  very 
nature  of  Virtue  to  rejoice  in  all  new 
jconvens" towards  it's  interefts,  and  be- 
wrail  the  lofs  of  the  moll  inconfiderahle 
Totaries.  It  would*  perhaps,  be  thought 
a  fevertty  to  make  condubons  of  the  in* 
nate  goodnefs  of  ladies  at  a  vifit,  by  this 
Yule :  beauty,  wit,  and  virtue,  in  thofe 
converlations,  generally  receive  all  the 
'fiiminQtion  imaginable }  and  little  faults, 
imperfe^ioits,  and  misfortunes,  are  ag- 
gravated not  without  hitternefs. 

piiHyiina,  though  (he  is  commended 
^  lingular  prudence  and  cecon-imy,  ap* 
'pears  in  con  yerfarion  never  to  have  known 
What  it  is  to  be  careful* 

Decia,  who  has  lio  virtue,  or  any  thing 
like  it  but  the  forbearance  of  vice,  can- 
not endure  the  applaufe  of  Q.£^ynna. 
Ladies  who  are  impatient  of  what  is  (aid 
to  the  advantage  of  others,  do  not  con- 
fider  that  they  lay  thcmfdves  open  to  all 
-people  of  difctrrnqfient,  who  know  that  it 
IK  the  want  of  good  qualities  in  them- 
^)v^*  which  makes  people  impatient  of 
the  acknowleflgment  of  them  in  othc  s. 

Among  the  many  advantages  which  * 
one  ftx  has  over  the  other,  there  is  nonei 
fo  confpicuous  as  that  the  fame  of  men 
grows  rather  more  ju ft  and  certain  by  ex- 
jimination  }  that  of  women  isalmoft  irre- 
pirably  hk  by  fo  much  as  a  di  fad  van- 
tageous  rumour.  This  tfafe  is  To  'Cnder^ 
that,  in  order  to  the  redrefs  of  it,  it  is 
ftiorc  ^fe  to  try  tp  diiTuide  the  afperfert 
fiom  their  iniquity,  than  exhort  the  in- 
nocent to  fuch  a  fortitude  as  to  negle^ 
their  calumny. 

It  (hould,  inethinks,  be  a  rule  to  fu- 
fytSk  every  one,  who  ialinpatei  any  thi|)g 
aga-nil  the  reputation  of  another,  of  tha 
vice  with  which  they  charge  their  n^h- 
^KNir;  for  it  is  very  unlikely  it  (hould 
flow  from  the  love  of  virtue  t  the  refent- 
inent  of  the  virtuous  towards  thoie  who 
are  fallen,  is  that  of  pity ;  and  that  it 
bpft  twutsd  in  iiL«rce  on  the  occafion. 
tviaf  tnen  can  be  fi'ui  to  the  numeiout 
f^ffuUpifs  to  undiro  in  (hit  to^n,  to 


WALLia*  ^ 

the  difpar^ment  of  thofe  wh6  have  ne«. 
ver  o(Ftnded  their  accufers  }  As  for  my 
part,  I  always  wait  with  patience,  ano 
never  doubt  of  hearing,  in  a  little  tiin^» 
for  a  truth,  the  fame  guilt  of  any  wo- 
man which  I  find  Oie  reports  of  another.  ' 
It  is,  as  I  faid,  unnatural  it  (hould  bt 
oiherwife:  the  calumny  ufually  flows 
from  an  impatience  of  living  under  (c- 
verity;  and  tliey  repoit  the  (allies  of 
others  agninlt  the  time  of  their  oMm 
ei'cape.  How  many  women  would  be 
rpefchlefs,  if  their  acquaintance  woe 
without  faults  I  There  is  a  great  beauty 
in  town  very  far  gone  in  this  vice.  I 
•have  taken  the  liberty  to  write  her  tbe 
following  epiftle  by  the  penny-poft* 

MADAMy 

T  Have  frequently  had  tbe  honour  of 
*"  being  in  your  coropanvt  and  (hould 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  delight  in  i^ 
had  you  not  pleafedto  embitter  that  hap- 
pineis  by  the  unmerciful  trcatoMntyoo 
gi  e  all  the  reft  of  your  (ex.  Sorciai  of 
thoie  i  have  heard  you  u(e  unkindly  were 
my  particular  friends  and  acquaintance* 
I  can  a(rure  you,  ^\\  the  advantage  yo« 
had  above  thofi!  you  leflcned  on  thdh 
occafions  was,  that  you  were  notabftot, 
for  the  company  longed  for  the  fame  op* 

E>rrunity  of  fpeaking  at  freely  of  yoB. 
elieve  ine,  your  own  drefs  (its  never 
the  better  on  you  for  tearing  other  peo- 
ple's cloaths.  While  you  are  rifling  every 
one  that  falls  in  your  way,  you  cannot 
imagine  how  much  that  furydifcompolea  . 
your  own  fU^ure.  You  believe  yqu  car- 
ried all  before  you  the  laft  time  I  had 
the  happinefs  to  be  where  you  were*  As 
Coon  as  your  coufm  (whom  yon  are  too 
inadvertent  to  obierve  does  not  want 
fenfe)  had  mentioned  an  agreeable  younf 
lady  which  (he  met  at  a  vifit  in  ScAo 
Square,  you  immediately  contradi6led 
her,  and  told  her  you  had  feen  the  lady, 
and  were  To  unhappy  that  you  could  not 
obferve  thofe  charms  in  her.  *  Her 
*  name,*  fays  your  cou(iD,  '  is  Mrs. 
«  Duloett.'  — •  The  C^wv^^'  C^  ^^wk. 
Your  couCiw  TtvVve^— *  %>Rfc  \\\'^'mA. 
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fmil^— <  She  It  tong  tad  confident.*— 

*  But,'  fays  your  kiiirwoinan>  *  I  cm- 

<  not  but  think  her  e^e  has  a  fine  Ian- 

*  guor.'— •  I  don't  know  hut  (he  might/ 
faid  youy  '  it'  one  could  fee  her  awake; 

*  but  that  flecpineffl  and  in&nfibility  in 

*  thcRi»  added  to  her  ungainh'nei's,  tnakea 
^-me  doubt  whether  I  ever  law  her  but 
«  ac  walking  in  her  flopp.'— •  Well,  but 

<  her  underitandin^  has  fomething  In  it 
.•  very  lively  and  <hverting.'  —  *  Aye,* 
iays  )OUa  *  they  that  wiU  talk  all,  or 

*  have  ineinones,  cannot  bui  utter  iomt'' 
'  thing,  now  and  the:.,  that  is  pr^flfable** 
Your  couiin  fcicmed  at  a  lofs  what  ro  fay 
infiipportof  one.fhe  hid  pronouncrd  i'o 
agreeable  ^  and  therefore  (he  retired  to 
the  1a({y*s  circumftnnccs*  fince  you  had 
•fiifaUowed  every  thing  in  her  perfon, 
■and  fiiid,  her  fui  rune  viuuld  make  up  for 
•l],for  (he  had  now  ten  thou fand  pounds, 
anil  would,  if  her  brother  die  1,  have  al- 
anoft  two  thoufand  a  year.  This,  too, 
you  knew  the  contrary  of;  and  save  us 
fo  underrtand  the  u'nicft  of  her  fortune 
was  four  thouland,  and  the  brother's 
eft  ate  had  a  very  heavy  mortgage,  and, 

'when  cleared,  woUld  hot  be  a  neat  thou- 
>|anda  year.     Your  couiinf  when  you 
took  fo  murh  pains  to  eontradifl  her 
iDifrepreftmtations,grew grave  with  you; 
and  told  you,  fmce  you  were  fo  pofitive, 
you  were  the  onlv  one  in  town  who  did 
<not  think  Mr».  Dulcetr,  befides  her  be- 
ing a  confiderable  -fortune,  a  woman  of 
.  wit,  that  danced  gractfuily,  fnngcharm- 
-  ingly,had  the  belt  mien ,  the  prettieft  way 
in  every  thing  (ha  did ;  that  (he  had  the 
•  leaft  alR-^ation,  the  moll  merit;  was-  ■  — 
U]>on  which  you,  with  the  utmofl  im- 
'•IMttiencey  after  luffling  your  fan,  and 
rigglinfi;  in  your  ieat,  as  if^  you  had  heard 
your  mother  abufcd^  rofe  up,  and,  de- 
claring yoadid  not  expi  61  to  be  allowed 
one  word  more  in  the  converfation,  fmce 
your  coufm  had  once  got  the  difcour{e, 
Jeft  the  room.     Your  coufin  held  rhe 
'  lady  of  the  houfe  from  following  you 
'  out;  and,  inlieadoftheangerwethoug[it 
.  her  in  when  you  were  in  tlie  room,  Fell 
into  the  mod  violent  laughttr.  When  (he 
-  came  to  herfelf,  (he  pi-evented  what  we 
.  vvere  going  to  fay  on  the  occaiion,  by 
» telling  us  there  was  no  fuch  c!reature  in 
Datuzc  u  Mil.  Pulcett;  that  die  lad 


laid  this  plot  againfl  you  fsrfbnediyii 
and  was  refolvcd  to  expofe  you  for  tte 
fcandalous  huraour  of  your*s,  ofibv. 
ing  nobody  to  have  any  loierahle  gooi 
qualiti^  but  yourftlf.  *  Youfa,*^ 
flie,  *  how  fuddcniy  fhe  made  obieaioitt, 

*  from  the  fort  ot  charaaer  I  giredit 
f  woman,  adigning  the  propff  ioiMk 

*  f<;£lion  to  the  quality  in  her  accordn| 

*  to  my  commendation/  1  think  n 
fjid  all  together—*  What,  no  fuch«o. 
«  man  in  the  wo.  Id !'— »  What,*  faid  tk 
lady  of  the  houfe,  •  Ihe  to  he  fo  partioh 

*  lar  in  r'^c  eft  are  mortgaged,  aod  ^ 

*  thole  d.fl  krs  to  one  ihe  never  fa*,  H 

*  one  not  in  being,  to  one  you  had  ii« 

*  vented !'  You  may  eafiiy  imagine  wbt 
raillery  pafled  on  the  occafion,  and  boa 
you  were  ufed  after  fuch  a  denrnln. 
tion  of  your  cenforioufnefs. 

I  defire,  whenever  hereafter  you  hm 
the  evil  ipirit  upon  you  to  leflin  any 
boily  you  hear  commended,  tothiokof 
Ml  s.  Dulcett  2  if  you  do  not,  you  mxf 
affureyourfeifyou  will  betoldofhff. 
Among  your  acquainunce,  wbaienr 
any  one  is  fpoken  ill  of,  Mn.  Duksit 
IS  the  word;  and  no  one  niodtwiiit 
you  fay,  after  you  have  been  dial  db- 
teded.  I  advife  you  to  go  out  of  towa 
this  feafon;  go  into  a  milk  diet;  aad, 
when  you  return  with  country  innocence 
in  your  blood,  I  will  do  juttiee  to  yoer 
good-humour ;  and  am,  Madan,  y«or 
moll  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

Marmadvkb  Mtkt^. 

The  painful  manner  women  ufoiily 
receive  favourable  accounts  of  one  sn- 
oiher,  fhcws  that  the  ill-nature  in  which 
thi«  young  woman  was  deteded,  ii  not 
an  uncommon  infirmity.  But  leteverv 
woman  know,  (he  cannot  add  to  herietf 
what  fhe  takes  from  another;  but  all 
^  that  (he  beftows  upon  anoihe^rwill,  by 
the  difcerniiig  world,  be  refttfftil  ten- 
fold  :  and  there  can  be  no  better  rule  or 
defciiption  of  a  right  diibofttion  diin 
this—*  • 

There  dwelt  the  Scorn  of  Vice,  and  Phy  cdo. 

The  fcorn  of  it,  in  virtuous  per(bni»  i» 
m  refpea  to  themfelvcs  j  the  pity,  in  it- 
gard-to  oiheri,  ^  ' 
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N*  XXV.    THURSDAY,  APRIL  22. 

— «— qjBID  KOM  MOftTAllA  YKCTOIA  COGffl* 


TO   MR.   MYRTLE. 

»je  that  you  begin  to  repent  you 
Oied  my  laft  letter  to  yon,  fmcc 
indulgence  to  me  occafions  this 
trouble.  I  don*t  know,  Sir, 
nay  be  to  you,  but  I  am  fure 
pfealure  to  me  to  embrace  all 
lilies  of  (hewing  myfclf  your 
ervant  5  therefore  give  me  leave 
efore  To  great  a  mailer  of  Love, 
fe  the  trite  fimile  of  making  a 
on  of  virar  before  Hannibal. 

N  G  all  thofe  paflions  to  which 
fraiity  and  weaknefs  of  man 
im,  there  is  not  any  that  extends 
boundlefs  and  defporic  empire 
whole  fpecies  as  that  of -Love, 
ek,  the  niild,  and  the  humble, 
igers  to  envy,  anger,  and  ambi- 
nt  neither  the  malicious,    the 
,   or  the  proud,  can  fay  their 
ave  been  always  free  from  the 
f  Love.     This  has  fubdued  the 
minds  of  the  moft  afpiring  ty- 
nd  has  melted  the  molt  fanguine 
:ion  into  an  tffeminate  foftnefs. 
taunted  hero  has  been  known  to 
when  he  approached  the  fair, 
mighty  Hercules  let  fall  his  club 
>man*s  feet.     The  fcholar,  the 
n,  and  the  foldier,  have  all  been 
and  the  moft  ignorant  fwain 
levied  both  his  flocks  and  pipe 
Daphne  or  Sylvia. 
:hough  Love  be  a  padion  which 
common  to  all,  yet  how  widely 
/otaries  differ  in  their  manner  of 
!  The  pleafmg  enjoyment  of  the 
i  object  is  what  they  all  purfue  ; 
t  few  agree   in   the  fame   me- 
r  obtaining  their  ends,  or  accom- 
j  their  dehres.   Every  lover  has 
ticular  whim,  and  each  reiblves 
)w  his  own  way.     Some  fancy 
has  a  fovereign  charm  in  it,  and 
0  rhetoric  is  fo  irrcfiftihly  pre- 
as  a  golden  fliower.  Others  think 
their  miftrefles,  as  they  do  towns, 
ibarding  or  undermining  them ; 
cannot  beat  them  down  by  force 
I,  they  will  try  to  blow  them  up 
ikc  mufic.     Some  atttmpCitQ 


Viae. 

frighten  their  miftrefTes  into -tcompli« 
ance,  and  threaten  to  hang  ordrowA* 
themfelves  if  they  refule  to  pity  them.^. 
Others  turn  tragedians,  and  expeft  to 
movie  compaflion  by  a  falling  tear,  or  a- 
rifing  figh.  Some  depend  upondrefsj 
and  conclude,  that  if  they  can  catch  the 
eye,  they'll  foon  feize  the  heart.  One 
man  affects  gra\^ity,  and  another  levity, 
becauie  forae  women  prefer  the  Iblemnity 
of  a  Spaniard  to  the  gaiety  of  a  French- 
man. An  handfome  leg  has  found  the 
way  to  a  widow*8  bed ;  and  a  coquette 
has  been  won  by  a  fong  or  a  caper. .  A 
prude  may  be  caught  by  a  precife  look 
and  a  demui*e  behaviour  j  and  a  Platonic 
lady  has  lain  with  her  humble  fervant 
out  of  a  refined  firiendfhip,  when  (he 
would  not  liften  to  a  declaration  of  love. 
Some  will  be  attacked  in  mood  and 
figure ;  and  others  will  have  it,  that  a 
great  fcholar  will  never  make  a  kind 
hulband.  The  witty  Clara  is  delighted 
with  impertinence,  and  a  celebrated  toAift  - 
has  hnguifhed  for  the  beautiful  outfide 
of  a  painted  butterfly.^  Some  womftn 
are  allured  by  the  refemblance  of  their 
own  follies  j  and  I  have  feen  a  rake,  br 
the  help  of  a  whining  accent,  triumpn 
over  a  fan^ified  Quaker. 

But  of  all  the  arts  which  havt  been 
pra6lifed  by  the  men  on  the  other  (ex,  I 
have  not  obferved  any  kind  of  addrefa 
which  has  been  fo  generally  iuccefsful 
as  flattery.  Whether  it  be  that,  .by 
making  a  woman  in  love  with  herfeVf^ 
you  thereby  engage  her  to  love  the  per* 
fon  who  makes  her  fo.$  as,  who  v^uld 
not  be  apt  to  be  fond  of  the  caufe  whioh 
produces  fo  agreeable  an  tffe&i  or  whe- 
ther the  partiality  and  felf*love  which 
moft  women  abound  in,  does  the  more 
readily  induce  them  to  believe,  that  all 
the  praife  which  is  given  them  is  rr  illy 
due  to  their  merit,  and  therefore  they 
admire  you  for  your  jtiftice ;  or  what- 
ever  other  reafon  may  poffibly  be  af- 
figned  for  this  weaknefs;  I  (half  not  novr 
go  about  to  enquh*e :  but  fo  it  is,  that 
the  (horteft  and  fureft  way  to  a  w6man*t 
heart  is  through  theroair  uf  flcilfuKflvt- 
tery.  This,  like  a  fubtle  poifon,  m^ 
nuatea^  itfejf  aknoft  into  every  fvHiak^ 
and  a  doik  oiu,  n^^  ^cts^m^  VStf^n«|i^ 


54 


THE    LOVER. 


fails  to  fffodiire  fln  extraordinary  opna« 
tfon.  Like  a  deltcimis  coniial,  it  in-  tti 
with  an  univcrfal  acceptance  and  appro- 
bation;  while  fincerity  and  plain-deal- 
mg  ai-c  looked  ii|)on  as  nauleout  and  dif> 

fiiftful  phyfic.  la  oppoiiiion  to  what 
here  aAivance,  h  may  perhaps  be  faidi 
we  may  love  the  trealbn,  and  yet  hate 
Hie  traitor.  How  true  this  maxim  may 
be  in  politics,  (rreacheiy  being  a  mo- 


have)  and  this  conceit  made  he?  fbrj  ef 
iciibhling  and  (hewing  her  luUfcs ital 
way,  at  taking,  great  Jeligbfin  appLiuie. 
My  friend  Meanwdl  is  a  gemkaua 
of  good  ^fe  and  a  fbi^nd  jud^^;mro::br 
is  a  profeflcd  eneniy  toflattrrv  (and  is  J 
opinion,  tbat  to  ccmmcnd  t<ith Jot  jutt 
grounds,  i»  ii>  rob  the  meritoriwii  «.f 
that  which  only  qK  right  belongs  loihtfBrf 
He  fiiys  a  compliment  is  a  modifh  Ijtj 


nd  e\'il,  which,  thou«;h  of  nfe  to  us  for     and  iW;  larcn  he  would  not  be  guilty  U 
our  fafcty,  is  yet  Aiflicicnt  lo  beget  an     Co  mt^ch  baicmfs  as  io  cr\-  up  a  beaubfiJ 


aTerfion  in  us  towards  the  wretch  who 
n  cruilty  of  K)  I  ihan't  dif^nite;  but  I  am 
fiirie  in  love  affairs  it  will  Icarcdy  hold: 
for  fhe  muft  be  a  woman  of  uncomniun 
virtues  and  qualifications,  who  can  io 
nicely  diftinguifh  between  the  gift  and 
the  pyfT,  a£  to  refufe  the  one,  <!n<l  ytt 
Kceive  ilie  other.  They  do  not  think 
flattery  a  vice,  and  thetx-fore  can't  be  per- 
fuaded  to  diflikealover  for  being  a  cour- 
tier; nay,  though  they  are  con(i:ious  of 
feme  of  their  own  impcrfedions,  yet  if 
their  admirers  are  not  quick- fi^hted 
enough  to  difcem  them,  they  are  wil- 
ling to  impute  their  hlindnefs  to  their 
love;  nay, though  lomedefcf^sare  grols- 
]y  vifible  even  to  the  lover,  yet  ii  he 


fcol  for  wit,  not  cvtn  in'  hi.r  avn  heir- 
inp,  though  he  we«^  lure  to  have  ii  8 
fallhood  ruwanleti  by  the  trjoyraeni  of 
his  miftrefs.  Undeierved  appliufr  ii  to 
him  an  argument  of  eiihtr  want  ot  jtdg- 
ment,  orof  infiticcrity;  and  hereiulu^ 
he  wiii  ntvcr  go  about  to  eltahli(h  siw- 
thei*s  reptitntlon  at  the  exp».n<<  ni  hJ5 
own.  Wiih  tlie  e  hooeft  ultlcis  qtisj- 
ties  he  has  made  long  butfiuitlcf^cuui:- 
fliip  to  young  Miis  Witwou'd.  N«d 
Courtly  IS  a  new  but  violent  preteader 
to  the  ftme  lady.  Ned  is  a  ftiallow  wdi- 
drelTed  coxcomb.  He  was  bred  atc^urt| 
ai  d  is  of  a  giaceful  and  confident  bclia- 
vio']r,tcm})ered  with  civility.  ThtAul- 
low  thing  can  wait  at  a  diilance,an(i  look 


will  compliment  his  mirirefs  with  what  at  her,  and  with  a  finile  approach  Iver, 

file  really  wants,  I  dare  appeal  lo  the  and  fay — '  Your  ladyfhiu  is  divii*ly 

whole  fex,  whether  cither  fuch  tncenfe  •     -  -    '     *'    *  .    r.. 

or  the  oflfcrer  of  it  be  one  jot  nearer  the 


lofmg  their  favour,  and  wlicrher  titey 
are  not  ever  delighted  with  both  the  de- 
hifion  and  the  deceiver.  But  if  they 
rei^ily  believe  themfelves  as  amiable  as 
the  flatterer  tells  them  they  aic,  then,  in 
point  of  gratitude,  they  conclude  tiiem- 
ielvcs  obliged  to  think  kiudiy  of  their 
bencfaf^or;  that  he  is  one  none  can  de- 
ny,  iince  the  grcatell  kindnedes  ^uj  can 
confer  on  a  miltrefs  arc  pra.ie  and  com- 
mentfatlon.  Thefc  arc  thoil-  melting 
founds,  that  fofc  mutic,  which  never 
iounds  harflily  in  a  womar's  car.  Be- 
fore I  conclude  this  paper,  I  (ball  relate 
a  Itory  which  I  knuw  to  ixr  fach 

Mil's  Witwou'd  was  a  young  gen- 
tlewoman of  good  extraction,  aixl  an 
baiuifoipe  fortune.  She  wns  exa^ly 
ihaped,  and  very  pretty.  She  drefled 
•nd  danced  genteelly,  and  Cuxxp:  fweeily. 
But,  notwithtianding  thele  advnnta&re's, 
{which  tne  w  ulvl  imagine  were  f.iffi- 
cient  to  make  anv  one  woman  fatisfied) 
ihe  had  an  i  fnfftrjble  itch  after  the  re- 
pu^a  ion  of  a  wit.  She  fanc'ed  flie  had 
a«  much  wit  as  (lie  wanted,  (though  m- 


prctty.'     He  is  wonderful  happy  aJlb 
in  particular  difcoveries  |  and  whenertr 
heunews  avilitto  his  miftrefs,  ibeb 
fure  of  being  |m  cfented  with  lomc  adJi- 
tional  cha>m,  which  would  hai'e  for  e\er 
lain  coiictahd,  had  not  Nrd  mott  luckily 
found  it  out.     Ned    quickly  perctivcd 
Mifs  Wirwou'd's  weak  lidc,   and  c:i"c- 
fiilly  watched  all  op^Kn-lunitics  of  mak- 
ing  his  advantage  of  it.     Miis  grows 
enamoured  of  Ned's  company,  aiid  be- 
gins  to  defpifeMeanwell  as  an  unpoliftcd 
clown.     She  likes  Ntd  as  (he  docs  htf 
giiifs,  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  thai  it  al- 
ways fhews  her  btr  beauties;  and  fhe 
takes  as  mv:ch  plcafure  in  he^irioi;  him, 
injuditiouliy  as  he  docs  it,  give  h  r  alfo 
the  b.  aiities  of  her  mind,  as  flie  does  to 
fee  the  glais  rcfleft  thofe  of  her  bcdy. 
One  evening  laft  week  Mean  well  had 
the  honour  to  fup  with  her.  Tr.e  doih 
being  taken  away,  flie  dtlivried  him  i 
cOi>y  of  verlcs  whicli  flic  iaid  bad  heen 
Ihc  produa  of  her  leifure  hourt,  andtle- 
futd  the  opinion  of  fo  good  a  jtidge. 
My  friend  had  the  patienceto  lead  iheffl 
twice  over,  finils  nothing  eXtiaordiaarr 
in  them,  ib  fmilin^lv  xt:tuins  them  witj 
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Ws  mindntf partially,  ^hcn  in  cimcNtd 
Counly.  Ilcpeiuled  and  hismmed  them 
over  in  a  leeming  rapture;  looked  at  the 
Tady,  and  then  at  the  paper,  for  alinuit 
baff  an  hour,in  full  admiration;  and  then, 
Krith  a  better  air  than  evtr  critic  Ipuke, 
be  pronounce:^,  that  the  author  of  thot'e 
verles  had  Congreve's  wit,  and  Waller^s 
ibftncfs,  and  that  tiiere  was  nothing  lb 


complcnily  peifcS  in  all  -thclr-work^. 
The  conlVquencc  of  this  was,  Meanwcll . 
was  diicarded,  becaule  he  would  be  li- 
gidly  honcil  in  ti-itks;and  Nedisadehis 
miilrefshls  wife,  bccauit,  ia  i'pite  of  na- 
ture, he  allowed  her  a  poettl's;  or  per- 
haps very  iultiy,bicaufche  renllyihinks 
her  iv,  I  am,  Sir,  ^your  mod  humble 
fcrvant,  Vesuvius. 


N^   XXVI.     SATURDAY,    APRIL    24. 


PURVM;    SID  LEVIL'S   FIT   PATItNTIA 
<^UIC<^UID    COIRIGEKK  £8T  HtFAS. 


•  tIR, 

I  Find  you  arc  an  author  who  arc  more 
inclined  to  give  your  advice  in  cafes 
which  raife  mirth  in  yczr  i  eaders,  than 
in  thofe  whicli  arc  of  a  inorc  kriuus  and 
melancholy  nature.  But  you  k.now  very 
well,  that  in  virtuous  love  thcix;  are  many 
unhappy  accidents  which  may  lay  a 
claim  to  your  companion,  and  coufc- 
quently  to  yo'Taffiitance.  I  myfelfam 
one  of  th^fc  dirtrcffeil  j;irlbns,  who  may 
come  in  for  my  (liare  ot  your  concern. 
About  eight  yenis  ago  I  moiried  a  young 
woman  of  ;rrcat  merit,  who  wa*  every 
w.*y  oualifi  4  for  abofoni  friend,  that  is, 
for  advancing  tlic  innocent  pleafures  of 
life,  and  alleviating  it's  nrisfor^unes.  She 
bad  all  the  good  fenfelevcr  met  with  in 
any  male  acquaintance,  with  all  that 
fwectncfs  of  tcmpei  which  is  peculiar 
to  the  moll  engaging  of  her  fcx.  Lite 
was  too  happy  wl;h  fuch  a  companion  in 
it;  for  I  ninft  t;:ll  y^u,  with  tears,  that 
llie  wasfnntche.l  awjv  from  me  by  a  fe- 
ver about  iwrive  mouths  fince.  I  was 
the  more  un:ih!e  to  bear  this  unlpeakable 
lols,  as  having  converfed  with  very  few 
l>efides  hcrftlf  iluiing  the  whole  time  of 
our  marriafjc.  We  were  the  whole  world' 
to  one  another ;  andwhilfl  we  lived  to- 
gether, though  fcarce  cither  of  us  were 
ever  in  company,  ve  were  never  alone. 
Being  thus  cut  off  from  the  focicty  of 
others,  and  from  the  pcrfon  who  was 
moft  dear  to  mr,  I  naturally  betook  my- 
fclfto  the  reading  of  fuch  booksasmight 
lend  to  my  relief  under  this  my^rcat 
calamity.  After  many  others  which  I 
1>ave  perufed  upon  this  occafion,  I  lately 
had  the  good  foiitme  to  meet  with  a  lit- 
tle volume  of  fermons  juft  publiAiedy  n- 
tituJed,  *Of  Coiitf ntment^PatiencCi  and 


Refignation  to  the  Will  of  God,  in  fcve- 
ral  S^wimons,by  Ifaac  Ban'ow,  D.  D.* 
'  'I'he  duty  of  contentment  is  fo  admi- 
rably explained,  recommended,  and  en- 
forced hy  arg\iments  drawn  from  realbn 
and  religion,  th.it  it  is  impoflible  to  i^ead 
what  he  has  faid  on  this  lubjtcl  without 
being  the  better  lor  it.  I  fhall  l)eg  leave 
to  ti-anfcribc  two  or  three  naflfages which 
more  immediately  a(fe6led  me,  at  they 
came  home  to  my  own  condition. 

*  The  death  of  friends  doth,  it  may  be, 

*  opprefs  thee  with  foirow.     But  canrt 
«  th')u  lofe  thy  belt  friend  ?  Canll  thou 

*  lofe  the  prcftnce,  the  converfatlon,  the 

*  prote«5lion,  the  advice,  the  fuccourof 
'  God?    Is  he  not  immoital,  is  he  not 

*  immutable,  in  he  not  infeparablefrom 

*  thee  ?  Canll  thou  be  deftitute  of  friends" 

*  whilft  he  flands  by  thee?  -  Is  it  not  ait 
'  affront,  an  heinous  indignity,  to  him» 

*  to  behave  thyleif  as  if  thy  happinefs^ 

*  thy  welfare,   thy  comfort,   had  de- 

*  pendance  on  any  other  but  him?     Is 

*  it  not  a  great  fault  to  be  unwilling  to 

*  prirr  with  any  thing,  when  he  caOetfi 
«  for  it ?  Nl  ithtr  is  it  a  lofs  of  thy  friend, 

<  but  a  feparation  for  a  fmall  time:  he 

*  ir.  only  parte  1  from  thee,  as  taking  a 

*  little  journey,   or  going  for  a  fmall 

*  time  to  repoie  J  within  a  while  we  fhall 

*  be  fure  to  meet  again,  and  joyfully  to 
'  congratulate,  if  we  arc  fit,  in  a  better 

*  place,  and  moi  e  happy  Hate.  Pr^mifi^ 

*  fftuSf  non  amifimus^V/t  have  lent  him 

*  thither  before,  not  quite  loft  him  from 

*  us. 

*  Thy  friend,  if  he  be  a  good  man* 

<  (and  in' fuch  friendfhips  only  we  can 

<  have  a  true  fatisfa£liun)  is  himiirlf  in 
'  r.o  bad  condition,  and  doth  not  w^.^l 
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•  ably  grieve  for  him;  and  to  pricve  only 
'  for  thyfclf,'is  pcrverfe  feljidinefs  and 

•  fondncfs.' 

What  follows  runs  on  in  the  fame  vein 
of  good  fenfe,  though  it  is  a  confoiation 
which  I  myfclf  cannot  make  ufe  of. 

*  But  thou  haft  lolt  a  great  comfort  of 
«  thy  life,  and  advantage  to  thy  affmrs 

•  here.     Is  it  tmly  lb?    Is  it  indeed  an 

•  irreparable   lofs,  even   fccluding   the 

•  confideration  of  God,  whofe  fiiend- 
«  (hip  repaireth  all  pofTible  lofs?    What 

•  is  it,  I  pray,  that  was  plcafant,  convc- 

•  nicnt,  or  ufeful  to  thee,  in  thy  friend, 

•  which  may  not  in  good  meafure  be 

•  fupplied  here?  Was  it  a  fenfc  of  hearty 

•  good-will,   was  it  a  Ovect  freedom  of 

•  converfation,  was  it  found  advice,  or 

•  kind  aififtance  in  thy   affairs?    And 

•  mayelt  thou  not  find  thole  which  arc 

•  a!ike  able  and  willing  to  miijilei  thofe 

•  benefits  ?  May  not  the  fame  means 
'  which  knit  him    to   thee,   conciliate 

•  ethers  alfo  to  be  thy  friends?  He  did 
'  not  alone  i-.ncly  polTefs  all  the  ^ood- 
'  nature,  all  the  fidelity,   all  the  \vifJo*n 

•  in  the  wor'-I,  nor  hath  can  ied  them  all 
»  r.  -^'  n  y  w  1 1  h  h  1  sTi  ?    O  t  h(  r  f  j  lend  s  t  here  - 

•  fo;c  thou   mayell  find  to  lupply    hi?; 

•  room;  all  good  men  will  ht  ready,  if 
'  thou  ait  good,  to  be  thy  friends  j  thf  y 
'  will  heartily  love  thee,  they  will  be 
'  ready  to  cheer  thee  with  their  fwect  and 
»  Nvlsolefome  fociety,  to  yield  thee  tluir 
'  beft  cojnfel  and  help  upon  any  occa- 

'  fion.     Is  it  not  therefore  a  fond  and 
nunccountable  afFe«rtion  to  a  kind  of 

'  pcilbnality,  rather  th m  \^aiit  of  a  real 

■  convenience,  that  difturheth  thcf? 
*   In  fine,   the  fame  renlbns  which  in 

'  any  other  lofs  maycomfoit  us,  fiiouUi 
I'.o  it  alfo  in  this:  neither  a  fiiLnd,r.or 
any  other  good  thing,  we  can  enjoy  un- 
der any  ftcurity  of  not  foon  lohng  it; 
our  welfare  is  not  annexed  to  one 
man,  no  more  than  to  any  otber  infe-  - 
rior  thing.  This  is  the  condition  of 
all  good  things  here,  to  be  tranfient 
and  fcpai-ahle  from  i:s,  and  accord- 
ingly we  fliould  be  afftcled  towaids 
them. 


•  Fragile  fraSi urn  e/f,  mcrtali  mcrfuum  tfl.'* 
Give  me  leave  to  cite  alfo,  out  of  this 
great  author,  a  very  agreeable  (lory  which 
|3  taken fromJulian'sEpiftlcs,  and  which 
perhaps  plealcs  me  the  more,  as  it  is  ap- 
plicMe  to  my  own  cafe. 

'  When  once  a  great  k'mj;  did  cxceC- 
^  lively  and  obilioatcly  grkcvt  Cor  tl^e 


*  death  of  his  yrnftf  whom  he  tfndtrlf 

*  loved,  a  philolbpher  obfervingit,t<^ 

*  him,  that  he  was  ready  to  ccmiort  bin, 
«  by  rcftoring  her  to  li/e,fuppofingonly 
'  that  he -would  fupply  what  was  need- 

*  ful  towards  the  pserformin^  it.  The 
'  king  faid  he  vi  as  ready  to  fui-nilh  him 

*  with  anything.  The  phdcrfopVcrin- 
'  fwered,  that  de  was  provideu  with  all 

*  things  nccefl'ary  except  one  thing. 
'  What  that^  was,  the  king  demanJcd. 

*  He  replied,  that  if  he  wo^Id  uron  'i* 

*  wife's  tomb  infcribe  the  names ol  hire 

*  ptribna  who  never  mourned,  Ihe    '  - 

*  i'ently  would  revive.     T:  e  king,  af^T 

*  enquiry,  tohl  the  philofophtr,  rn  :   ;c 

*  could  rot  find  one  fiich  m^n.  "  W  • . 
"  tlun,  O  abfurdeft  of  a)l  mvn!'  i.-. 

*  the  pliilufoplier,  imiiinr,  '*  rit  I'lc:  m  • 
**  alhamcd  Uj  moan  as  if  thou  hiillt  nio;  o 
**  fallen  into  fo  grievous  a  cail,  wt.tn  .is 
**  thou  canll  not  find  one  pcif  n  ilut 
**  ever  was  fnt  from  fnch  d.  mC'-c 
««  affliflion?''      So  might   the  i.aming 

*  ore  peribn,  exempted  from  irconve- 
'  nitnces  like  to  thofe  w^  undergo,  *^c 
'  fafely  jropolird  to  gs  as  a  c.  rtam  cuie 

*  of  ours;  but  if  we  find  the  •rondirion 
'  impoflibi**,  then  is  the  generality  of  the 
'  cafe  a  fufficient  ground  of  consent  to 
'  us;  then  may  vfre,  as  the  wife  poet  ad- 

*  vifeth,  folace  our  own  evils  by  tr.e 
«  evils  of  others/ 

I  have  cbferved.  Sir,  in  your  wiinnc** 
many  hints  and  obfervations  vpon  ihc 
moft  common  fuhje^ls,  which  app^-ureJ 
new  to  me;  I  (hauld  thci^fore  btjof  y:>u 
to  turn  your  thoughts  upon  that  meUn- 
choly  accident  which  h  thr  occ.+fion  cf 
this  letter.  If  you  c:»n  givt  me  anysd- 
diiional  motives  of  comfort,  I  ih.ui  re- 
ceive them  as  a  very  gseat  piereof  c!ii- 
rlty;  and  I  believe  you  may  oblige  mn;iv 
others  who  are  im'der  the  f<«mc  k  nd  of 
affli61ion,  as  well  as.  Sir,  yo«jr  nott 
humble  fervant,  R.  B. 

This  gentleman  has  too  farovrable  jn 
opinion  of  me,  if  he  thinks  me  ca;  aMc 
of  adding  any  thing  matcial  to  w  .at 
has  been  handled  by  the  exccilent  au- 
thor whom  he  has  mcnrioned  in  his  Ut- 
ter. That  learned  man  alwavs  txh^iifts 
his  ful^jcas.  and  leaves  nothing  for  th:>fc 
who  come  after  h  m.  He  yvnt  not  ♦  nlv 
a  great  divme,  hut  was  pcrfcSly  well 
acquamted  with  all  the  ancient  writers 
of  moi^ity,  whofe  thoughts  he  has  every 
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Kle  fund  of  obfcrvation  'and  good  fenfc 
in  himself.  Hb  has  ficdice  a  fennon  that 
mi^ht  not  he  fpun  out  into  a  hundied 
muJifli  difcouries  from  the  pulpit :  for 


which  reafon  I  am  very  glad  to  find, 
that  we  ai-e  likely  to  have  a  new  edition 
of  his  works. 


N°  XXVII.     TUESDAY,    APRIL  27. 

INGKKUAt  PIDICIfSI    F  ZOKLZTZK  .ARTES 
XMOLJ.it   MORtS 


AMONG  the  many  letters  of  corre- 
l"j^ondei>ls,  I  have  of  late  received 
but  vci  V  few  whif  h  arc  not  mixed  with 
ilitiitr.  I  am  a  littlr  tiK-d  w ith  Inch  iileas 
as  tne  reading  thole  pcrfoi  mances  raife 
ill  (he  m.nd  j  fo  are  thofe  who  imngife 
tlicy  are  alluded  to  by  what  has  pail'cd 
.  through  my  hands;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
my  readers  ingincral  ccafealfo  to  bede- 
Jightfd  with  that  kind  of  reflc6lions. 
When,  therefore,  ii  is  irkfomc  to  us  all, 
it  is  time  to  pnfs  to  more  pleafing  argu- 
ments. But  as  J  toid  the  town  at  my 
tirft  ietting  out,  that  Mr.  Severn  was  my 
favourite  of  all  the  chara£Vei'S  which  I 
have  rtprefcnted  to  compofe  our  little 
club,  mentioned  in  my  firit  paper,  I  fhall 
declare  myltlf  farther  on  this  fubjcCt,  by 
printing  inv  letter  I  have  writ  to  Mr.  Se- 
vern, which  he  will  receive  to-morrow 
moining. 

TO  MR. SEVERN. 


'T'  HIS  comes  with  a  fctt  of  Latin  au- 
*■  th'.MS,  juft  now  publifhcd  by  Ton- 
fon.  You  fee  t!iey  are  in  twelves,  and 
fit  to  b'j  c:ir!  ieil  vn  ojcidion  in  the  pocket. 
H«  fent  me  two  Ltts,  one  for  myltlf,  the 
other  for  the  gentleman  whom  I  meant 
by  Mr.  Severn.  You  will  pleafe,  thcie- 
fc;rc,  to  accept  theprcl'cnt  he  makes  you. 
You  need  n<Jt  V,e  enjoined  to  be  partial  to 
them  as  tiicv  are  a  gift;  for,  as  you'll 
obferve  Mr.  IVIautalr'  has  liad  the  care 
of  the  edition,  you  need  not  be  futhrr 
encouraged  to  reconmicnd  them  to  yo'ir 
fiicnds  and  a'-quaintaucr.  The  lenroed 
world  is  very  much  obliged  to  that  g<;n> 
tieinan  for  his  uieful  labours ;  and  his 
elegant  addrcffes  to  thofe  to  whom  he 

*  dedicates.. the  book,  as  well  as  to  the  rea- 
der in  j^^encral,  (hew  him  a  pcrfcil  mafter 
in  what  he  undertakes,  for  he  introduces 

hU  authws  iri.i  ilileas  pure  as  their  own. 

Yt.u  know  h^  had  the  good  fortune  to 


Ovid. 

live  in  thefavotir,  and,  as  it  were,  i:nder 
the  patronage  of  the  famous  Dr.  Bufby, 
to  whofe  great  tald.its  and  knowledge  in 
the  genius  of  mm  we  owe  very  great  or- 
naments of  this  a£;e,  and  the  fupply  of 
men,  of  letters  and  capacity  for  many  ge- 
n::rations,  or  rather  clalfes  of  remark  .ible 
men  during  his  long  and  eminent  life, 
I  muft  confcfs,  and  I  have  often  reflc6l- 
ed  upon  it,  that  I  am  of  opinion  Bufby's 
genius  for  education  had  as  great  an  cf- 
iA\  upon  the  age  h-*  lived  in,  as  that  of 
any  ancient  philofopher,  without  except- 
ing one,  had  upon  his  contemporaries; 
though  I  do  not  perceive  that  admirable 
man  is  rtmemhercd  by  them,  at  leaft  iK)t 
recorded  by  them,  with  half  the  venera- 
tion he  dcfvrves.     I  have  known  great 
numbers  of  his  fcholi'.sj  and  am  con- 
fident I  coidd  ditcover  a  (Iranger  who 
had  been  fuch,  wiih?.  very  little  convcr- 
fa*i)n  :  thoi'f  of  giv:u  p irts,  whj  have 
paired  through  his  inltiiitlion,  have  fuch 
a  peculiar  rcadi.uls  oi  t";mi  y  and  deli- 
cacy of  lafb,  as  is  fcKlom  found  in  men 
educated  cJfc where,  tlu.iio.^  "f  eq^-'sd  ta- 
lents j  ar:l  thofe  who  wtre  of  fluwcr  ca- 
pacirief ,  liave  an  arrogance  (for  learning 
without  ^tnius  always  [-loduces  that) 
that  fts  them  much  al)ove  gicater  merit 
that  grew  under  anv  other  gardener.  He 
had  a  power  of  lailmrr  wh^t  the  lad  had 
in  him  to  tht  utmoli  hei^,ht  in  what  na- 
ture   deligned    him ;    and  it   wab   not 
his  fault,   but  tiie  effect  of  nature,  that 
there  were  no  inditfercnt  people  came  out 
of  his  hands  ^  but  his  Icl.uiars  were  the 
finell  gentlemen,  or  the^icatclt  pedants, 
in  the  a{;e.     The  foil  which  he  manured 
always  ^rcw  fertile:  but  it  is  not  in  the 
planter  to  make  fiowers  of  weeds;  but 
whatever  it  was,  under  Buiby^s  eye,  it 
was  fvire  to  get  forward  towards  the  ulb 
for  which  nature  designed  it. 

But  1  forgot  what  1  lilt  down  to  ^im^ 


■I 
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<)nis,Lucii.tiui>,  Vcl1cii)sraterciiI'.H,  and 
.  Jiiltin.  '  But  it  will  l>t  Ij'i?,  Uo-.v  comes 
this  iiiatM-  to  have  at  all  a  place  in  tlic 
JUo-  ti  ?  Why,  V'.iy  piupei Ivi  t»»i  to  you,^ 
^*lK»rv;  chict  art  in  itcoiiimc.uliug  your- 
ietn»  to  ad  ami  r}H.-ak  like  a  mm  ot  vir- 
tucand  ii:rl'c,  that  which  contiibutcs  to 
make  you  wiJtr  and  better  is  U*f  viccnblc 
to  yoU}  as  you  are  a  f^cntlcman  and  a 
lover.  Take  my  word  for  it,  the  ofrcner 
you  takethelc  boi>ks  in  your  baud,  you 
will  iiiul  your  mind  thi-  more  prcpiuxtd 
£oi'  doing  the  moil  ordinary  things  with 
a  good  grace  and  fpirit;  that  is,  the  agi-ee- 
able  thoughts  ot'thcfe  wri'crs  tixqutntly 
employing  your  imas^ination,  will  natu- 
rally and  iul<:nGhly  atTe6l  yom*  words 
and  actions.  It  will,  in  a  greater  degrecy 
do  whatgooit  company  does  to  all  who 
frequent  it,  mnke  you  in  your  air  and 
mien  like  thole  with  whom  you  con- 
vene. 

iMr.  Mai'tairc  has  promifcd  to  go 
through  the  beft  umaining  authors  with 
the  lame  diligence.  The  large  indexes, 
which  lead  with  lb  ;nuch  eife  to  any 
beautiful  paiTnge  one  has  a  mind  for,  are 
of  great  ufe  and  plcufiire:  they  are 
made  with  lo  much  juc^nient  and  care, 
that  they  fvrve  the  purpofe  of  an  ahbrt- 
viation  of  the  l)ooki  ^"^^  carry  a  fr':ret  in- 
Aru6lion,  in  that  they  Iny  the  lenic  of  the 
author  Itill  clofer  in  words  of  his  ov/n, 
or  as  good  as  his  own.  I  am  riiii;hty 
well  content  with  the  province  of  bting 
cltecmcd  but  a  publifher,  if  I  can  l>c  fo 
happy  as  to  quicken  the  paflage  of  ule- 
fiil  ails  iu  the  world;  and  I  wifh  this 
paper's  coming,  where  othn  wife  works 
of  this  kind  would  not  be  fp^iken  of,  may 
be  of  any  ufe  toia  man  v/ho  deierves  fo 
weH  of  all  lorers  of  learning  a-J  Mr. 
Maiitairc.    Perbaps  a  fond  mother  may. 
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by  my  niMns,  lighten  her  fon't  iatchif, 
a:r.l  gCi  hixn  thcie  iictie  ro^;met,  inltead 
of  t'ac  lieavy  Itiad  the  hudy  was  hcf^ 
encunil>ered  with;  and  lu'roworye»inay 
jud»:e,  tht*t  this  is  a  prnit  which  cannot 
hurt  ihu  child's. 

But  I  mult  le.ive  thefc  ancients,  and 
give  a  cali  of  nry  ortkc  to  a  living  wiitci, 
a  filler  of  the  <]tiill. 

The  tentimcnis  and  i::clinationscfmy 
idii'.d  are  io naturally  tuiiud  to  love,  that 
it  ii  wiih  a  great  dtul  of  ple^fui^  I  lit- 
qutni  the  pljy-houi.',  \vh;re  1  hav.otien 
an oppoiiuni:y-of  feeing  this palfionuTie- 
fented  in  all  it*s  ditfcjcnt  Ihapcs.  I  have 
for  feme  years  been  lb  contfcint  a  cul- 
tomer  to  the  theatre,  that  I  have  got  moft 
of  our  celebrated  plays  by  Ireart;  for 
which  reafon,  it  is  with  mere  than  ordi- 
nary pleafure  that  I  hear  the  aftors  girt 
out  z  new  one.  It  is  no  finall  fatiktac- 
tion  to  me,  ihat  I  know  we  are  to  bccn- 
tertamcd  to-night  with  a  comedy  fiom 
the  fame  hand  that  wrote  The  Gaine- 
tter  nnd  The  Bufy  Body.  Thc,dcieiv- 
ed  iucctfs  thelc  pluys  met  with,  is  a  cer- 
'  tain  dcmonliration  that  wit  alone  is  more 
than  fiifRcicnt  to  fupply  all  the  rules  of 
ait.  The  incidents  in  both  thofe  ptecrs 
arc  fo  dtxtrouHy  managed,  and  the  plots 
fo  ingcniouliy  pcrplexct*,  as  Ihcw  !he:n 
at  once  to  be  the  invention  of  a  wit  ami 
a  woman.  The  curious  will  obfei-vc  the 
fame  happy  conduft  in  the  entertainment 
of  this  ni^ht  j  and  as  we  have  but  one 
Britifh  i:idy  who  employs  her  genius  for 
the  di-ama,  it  woull  be  a  ihameful  re- 
flection on  the  polite  of  both  iexes,  (hould 
(he  want  any  encouragement  the  town 
can  oivc  her.  1  defue  your  intertil  m 
her  bonlf ,  and  am.  Sir,  your  inoft  obe- 
dient Icrvant, 

Marmaduke  Myrtlf. 


N^   XXVni.   THURSDAY,   APRIL  29. 

■    NIHIL   INVITO  TRISTIS  CVSTOPIA   mnOBST: 
(^UAM   PtCCABl  FVPET,  CYNTHIA,  TtTA  SAT  EST. 


M 


Y  corrcfpoi.dent';  (hall  do  my  bu- 
fir.;*ls  fm  me  to  day. 


M«.  MYRTtr, 

J  Throw  this  letter,  from  two  p.iir  of 

^  {fnim,  with  half  a  crcwn  >^'lt\^  ii,  \n 

an  oJdgiovc,  hi  hoinrs  he  that  t?kt*  it 


PnorKRT. 

up  (for  I  am  watching  til!  a  porter,  01 
fome  I'ucl^  -'ody,  pane:*  by)  will  carry  it 
to  yo;\r  Lodge.  I  have  none  to''com- 
plain  to  \>vt  yourlelf,  I  am  locked  up 
fur  ftnr  of  making  my  cfcape  to  a  gcn- 
\\cin:i\\,  Nvl-4ol«  addrtUts  I  >«cdvcd  by 
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i  are  dJfallowcd  for  the 
r  m:in.  I  have  no  hel}»  hi 
cotulltion,  Por  menns"  to 

htit  by  deluing  yo  i  to 
*cJ  m  your  vcr\'  next  Lov- 
;Lma»   who  is  to  m;»rry 

mc  twice  ortlirice  n  cnc; 
:;  fiich  infallible  mark*  ot" 
gntJ  and  i-elj>eflf  1  paf- 
;e,  t:.;it  It  is  with  grtai  an- 

0  him  in  the  finccrliy  of 
-h  I  know  will  be  a  fm- 
to  him.     It  is  no  matter 

1  bv  his  name;  he  reads 
ml  svill  too  foon  gathei', 
r.itanccs  of  my  IcUcr  can 
limicif. 


ill  return  which  I  male c  to 
yon  have  foi*  me,  wiien  I 
to  you,  tint  though  the 
u;i ue  is  appo  ntC(i,  I  am 
t)vi;^.i;you.  You  may  iuve 
:'i\:  long  convcrfaiions  we 
LK  limes  that  we  were  latrly 
tl'.at  fome  fecr^-t  hung  upon 
.v.js  obliged  to  an  ambigu- 
r,  and  durft  not  reveal  my- 
l^ecaule  my  mr)ihcr,  from  a 
c  pi;  ce  u  here  we  f^t,  could 
J  ice  o\n-  converfntion.  I 
mm:inds  fiom  both  my  -""a- 
ive  you  i  and  nm  umtonc 
■;):  vou  v/iil  be  fb  kind  and 
ti  ictui'o  me.  Confi.ler, 
„•!)'  of  bello'.ving  y(5urfelf 
.o  c:m  have  no  prolj  col  of 
t  tVuui  your  dcitli.  i'his  is 
air.Jc,  ^-.erhap*,  wi:h  :i!i  <;f- 
.ilv  J  hut  th:U  corului't  is 
V  i\-:i\d  to  a  roveit  dillike, 
;v.r  tnit  pall  all  the  iwteis  ot 
oln.;  ijn  you  a  companion 
ikI  i.\iig;iifhe.-  foi'  anotiu-r. 
)  Tj  far  as  to  l^y,  my  palfi.m 
!ema:i  whole  s%ife  I  am  by 
.;ltl  l*^.;;'  mc  to  any  thiuij  ci  1- 
t  vourhonour^  I  know  It  Is 
'v  gh  to  a  man  of  yovu-  l!:."fvr 
thing  out  forcrd  civil.:!. ■;  in 
ndci  endearments,  and  cold 
idefervcd  love.  If  you  will, 
fion,  let  reafon  take  jxlacc  o{ 
mot  r.oi  but  Fate  ha>  ir.  itore 
c  vvoiihicr  objeil  of  yo\u  af- 
recom pence  of  your  good- 
):\y  woman  tkatcouJd  be  in* 


fenfiblc  of  your  merit, 
molt  humble  iervant, 
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I  amj  Sir,  jour 


M.  H. 


Mil.  MYRTLE* 

T  Am  a  young  woman  pcrfc6>ly  at  my 
-*  o*vn  liberty,  two  and  twenty,  in  inc 
height  and  alnucncsj  of  gtHxi  heaJH),goad 
fortune,  and  good  humour;  hut,  I  kiKm 
not  how,  I  mult  acknowledge  thcne  U 
f>mcthing  ibiitary  and  dilhcifed  in  the 
very  natuml  condition  of  our  fex,  tilliK« 
have  wholly  reje^cd  all  thoughts^ 
marriage,  or  made  our  choice.  The 
nun  has  not  yet  appeared  to  thefe  eyes, 
whom  I  could  like  i'or  a  hulband.  I 
therefore  apjdy  mylclf  to  yon,  to  let  tic  * 
town  know  there  is,  not  many  furlongt 
fiom  your  Lodge,  one  that  lives  with  ux» 
much  cal'c,  and  is  undone  for  want  o£ 
that  acceptable  kind  of  udcafmels,  the 
importunity  of  lovers.  If  you  canfcmi 
nic  half  a  dozen,  I  promile  to  take  bim 
who  addreiTv-s  me  witii  nioll  gallantrj 
and  wit,  and  to  yield  to  one  of  thct» 
within  fix  months  after  their  firlt  decla* 
ration  that  iheyaremy  fervant*;  but,  lit 
the  fame  time,  I  expc6l  litem  lo  fighc 
one  another  for  mc,  and  promiie  to  be 
p;irtlcularly  civil  to  him  who  tirlt  lias  hit 
arm  in  a  (carf  for  my  fake.  I  expeft 
that  they  turn  their  fury  and  il^ill  lo^ 
wards  d.ifanning,  or  llightly  woDnding, 
not  killing,  one  another;  for  I  (hail  not 
take  it  for  refpecl  to  me  to  leflfen  the  num- 
ber of  my  ilaves :  at  the  fame  time,  the 
conquered  is  to  be;:;  and  the  vi6>or  is  to 
j^ivc  life,  for  my  fake  only.  You  mult 
know,  Sir,  I  value  more  l>eing envied  by 
women,  than  Icvcu  by  me*.: ;  and  lUere  ii 
nothin:;  piocl'iims  abeauty  IbcfTeftuallyy 
as  an  interview  of  her  lovers  behind 
Montapuc  Iloofe.  In  hopes  of  a  fere- 
nade,  fuon  aftt.r  the  publication  of  this 
letter,  I  rjii,  I-i  dt.il  trrmquiliity,  your 
moll  ulfcctionate  iiumbie  Ivi-vant, 

'  Clioamira* 

MR.   MYRTI.r, 

Y^U  m\.!t  know  I  am  one  of  thofe 
•*•  coxcoml)S  who  know  myfelf  to  be 
abu:l'd,  but  have  not  r<;folution  enough 
to  rt'i'ent  it  as  I  ought.  To  tell  you  plain- 
ly, I  am  a  kind  keeper,  and  know  mj* 
lelf  tobe  the  moftferviie  of  cuckolds,  nir 
I  am  wronged  by  a  woman  whom  I  may 
part  with  when  I  plcafe ;  but  am  afraid 
that  when  I  pleaii:  will  never  ha^^«QL« 
A%  other  peo*^\t  Nwifct  ttx^t%  -^sA  "issraxA^^ 
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to  deplore  the  cruelty  of  their  miftrcfs,  I 
coulii  ihink.  of  nuthing  better  this  mom- 
inr;  than  diverting  myfelf,  and  Toothing 
iny  telly  by  the  example  oF  men  of  wit 
.who  have  tomierly  been  in  my  condition . 
.  I  was  gUd  to  mc^'C  an  epigram  of  a  gen- 
tleman I  fuupol'e  your  worAtip  is  ac- 
.quainted  with,  that  hit  my  condition } 
and  make  you  a  prcfent  of  it,  as  I  have 
improved  and  tranflated  it  in  the  ianty 
lliie  of  *  a  man  of  wit  and  pleaiure  about 

*  the  town/  Pray,  allow  me  to  call  her 
my  tlcrir  for  the  rhyme  fake  j  ftr  J  never 
wrote  verfes  till  (he  vexed  me. 

DK  ZNFAMXA  SUA   TVtLLM* 

*  R^tror  at:  crcbro  n->ftram  peccatc pudlam\ 


*  Nunc  e^o  tn:  furd'n  evrihus  fffl  ««f«. 

*  Crimina  r.\»7.  b^c  junt  ififr-^nrj^Sid^i 

*  !^iJm:JcrJm: tit ^aci^  ntta.r^ivUt  t£X»* 

*  The  town  reports  the  falibood  of  wt  ^'i 

*  To  which  1  cr\,  «   Ohih-tl  could  ao;f«*:' 
'*  1  Jove  her  iVilij   pc^ce,  then,  i.'.ou  barter 

"  And  iet  .ue  reft  con'rated  in  cqj  fbafXK>'* 

Pray  give  iT>y  hiimblc  fcrvicetoMrt. 
Page.  Vou  hotiounil)ielovu*have3good 
confcience  to  lupport  you  in  your  vexa- 
tions} but  we,  alas—  1  am  yoor 
humble  fervaiit, 

Giles  Limbeihaii> 


N^XXIX.     SATURDAY,    MAY  i. 


QJD18    DCSiniRIO   SIT   PUDOR   AUT   MODUt 
TAM   CHaRX  capitis   ? 


THE  reader  may  remember,  that  in 
my  firll  pa}.>er  I  dcfcribed  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  ptrlons  whofe  lives 
and  converiations  my  future  difcoiirfes 
fliould  principally  delciibe.  Mr.  Of- 
srald,  who  is  a  widower,  and  in  thefirJt 
year  of  that  diftrcrtld  condition,  having 
ahfented  himlelf  from  our  meetings,  I 
^went  to  vifit  him  this  evening.  My  in- 
timacy made  the  fer\' ant  readily  condu6i 
me  to  him,  though  he  had  forbidden 
them  to  let  any  body  come  at  him.  I 
found  him  leaning  at  a  tnble,  with  a  book 
before  himj  and  faw,  meth<'U';ht,  a  con- 
cern in  him  much  dn'|)er  than  that  feri- 
oufnefs  which  arifes  from  rending  only, 
though  the  matter  upon  which  a  num  has 
•been  employed  has  been  never lo weighty. 
He  faw  in  me,  I  Iwlieve,  a  friendly  cu- 
riofity  to  know  what  put  him  into  that 
temper;  and  began  to  tell  me,  that  he 
bad  been  looking  over  a  little  colieclion 
.of  books  of  his  wifc^s;  and  faid,  it  was 
an  inexpreflible  uleafure  to  him,  that, 
though  he  thought  her  a  moft  excellent 
woman,  he  found,  by  pei-ufmg  little  pa- 
pers and  minutes  among  her  books,  new 
reafons  for  loving  her.  *  This,*  conti- 
nued he,  *  now  mi  my  hand,  is  the  Con- 
«  temptations  Moral  and  Divine  of  Sir 

•  Matthew  Hale :  fhe  has  turned  down*, 

•  and  written  litilc  remarks  ot\  x\\e  m^ct- 

•  gin,  as  (he  goes  on.    In  order  to  g>vc 


HOR. 

*  you  a  notion  of  her  merit  and  good 

*  feme,  pray  give  me  leave  ti>  reaii  three 

*  or  four    paragraphs   which  Ihc  has 

*  maikid  with  this  pencil.'  He  hac 
looked  upon  the  pencil,  till  tlu  meinorv 
of  fome  htile  incident,  of  which  it  re- 
minded him,  filled  his  eyes  with  tean^ 
when,  to  hide  iu;w  leafons  for  lov-ng  her, 
(but  lie  only  difcovtred  his  grief  the 
more)  he  began,  in  a  brokrn  voice,  to 
i^ad  Sir  Matthew's  fccond  chapter  in  his 
difcourfe  of  Keliirion. 

*  The  truth  anS  fpiiit  of  religion  cooks 

*  in  a  narrow  com  jafi,  though  the  cf- 

*  fc(5t  and  opciation  thaeof  are  large  and 

*  djjfr.iivc.     Solomc  n  ccmprthended  it 

*  iTj  a  few  words,  Tear  Go»{^  omJ  kuf 

*  his  commandments f  Jor  this  is  tki  whole 
«  iiutj  Gjm/tn,  The  loul  and  life  of  rdi- 
'  gion  is  the  fear  of  God,  which  is  the 
'  pi  inciple  of  obedience)  but  obedience 

*  to  his  commands,  which  is  an  ad  or 

*  txerciie  of  that  life,  is  various,  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  variety  of  the  commands  of 

*  ( jod.  If  I  take  a  kernel  of  an  acorn, 

*  the  principle  of  life  lies  in  it:  the  thing 

*  itfelf  is  but  fmallj  but  the  vegetable 

*  principle  that  lies  in  it  takes  up  a  lef* 

*  rc>om  than  the  kerael  itfelf,  litlk  more 

*  than  the  quantity  of  a  fmall  pin's  head, 

*  as  is  eafy  to  be  obfei-ved  by  experiment; 

*  V^vw  xJciit  t-sk^xcv^t  ciC  that  fpark  ojf  life  is 
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tion  ;  it  produreth  a  great  tret,  and  in 
that  tree  the  lap,  the  body,  the  bark, 
the  liai'is,  the  leives,  the  fruit:  and 
Co  it  is  '"ith  the  principle**-  of  true  re- 
!i:::io  ;  '^he  principle  ifff.nies  in  a  nar- 
fiiw  co.n.jai'i,  Iv.it  rh''  a6livity  and  ener- 
gy of  it  is  dir^'-'.ive  and  various. 

•  This  principle  hath  not  only,  pro- 
dn^^ljons  that  natinally  flow  from  ir ; 
but  whr-re  it  is,  it  ferments  and  affimi- 
late^,*3nd  g:ives  a  kind  of  tin6lure  even 
to  other  actions  that  da  not  in  their 
own  nature  follow  from  it,  as  the 
mturc  and  civil  a£lions  of  our  lives. 
Under  the  former  was  our  Lord*s  pa- 
rable of  a  Grain  of  Muftard-feedj 
und'ir  the  latter  of  his  compurifon  of 
Leaven,  jull  is  we  fee  in  other  things 
of  natuie.  Take  a  little  red  wine,  and 
drop  it  into  a  veflfcl  of  water,  it  ^ives 
a  new  lin^lure  to  the  water;  or,  take 
a  grain  or"  fait,  and  put  it  into  frefh 
h<^uor,  it  doth  communicate  itfelf  to 
the  n'-xt  adjacent  part  of  the  liquor, 
and  thjt  asjain  to  ihe  next,  till  the 
whole  he  fei  mentrd  :  fo  that  iii)all  and 
little  vital  principle  of  the  tear  of  God 
doth  i^radiially,  and  yet  (iiddcnly,  afii- 
milate  the  actions  of  our  life  flowing 
from  another  principle.  It  re6l»fies 
anri  moderates  our  aff<f6tions,  and 
paflions,  and  appetites;  it  gives  truth 
to  our  Ipeech,  fobriety  to  our  fenfcs, 
huinilitv  to  our  parts,  and  the  like. 

*  Reiii^ion  is  heft  in  \i\  Jimplicity  and 
purity  ;  hutdilficult  to  be  retained  fo, 
witi)out  fuperftitions  and  accefTions  ; 
anl  thofe  do  commonly,  in  umcyjft/le 
and  cboak  x\\t  Jimplicity  of  Religion, 
unitffs  much  c.irc  unJ  circumfpeftion 
be  ufed.  The  contcmp^ration5  are  fo 
manyy  and  fo  cumberfome^  th.it  Re- 
ligion lofeth  it's  nature i  or  is  ih  angled 
by  them  :  jull  as  a  man  that  hath  foine 
excellent  Ample  cordial  fpirit,  and  puts 
muflc  in  it  to  make  it  fmell  iwcet,  and 
honey  to  make  it  ta(te  pleafant ;  and, 
it  xwMi  he,  cantbarides,  to  make  it  look 
gl..nous.  Indeed,  by  the  infufions,  he 
hath  given  it  a  very  fine  fwiell^  and 
tafie,  and  colour ;  bu:  yrx  he  hath  (o 
digged  \x,  ztn\/opbi/ficated\x  with  fu- 
pcradditions,  that,  it  may  be,  he  bath 


'  altered  the  nati^re,  and  deftroyed  the 

*  virtue  of  it.' 

Here  my  friend  could  go  on  no  far- 
ther ;  but,  reaching  to  me  the  book  it- 
felf,  he  leaned  on  the  table,  covering  hit 
eyes  with  his  hands,  while  I  read  the 
following  words  on  the  margin  :  *  Grant 
'  that  this  luperaddition  which  I  make, 
'  may  be  Love  and  Conitancy  to  Mr* 

*  Ofwald.'  No  one  could  be  unaffected 
with  this  incident;  nor  could  I  forbear 
falling  into  a  kind  of  confolatory  dif- 
courfe,  drawn  from  the  fatisfa£lion  it 
muit  needs  be  to  find  new  proofs  of  the 
virtue  of  a  perfon  he  fo  tenderly  loved: 
but  obferving  hU  concern  too  quick  and 
lively  for  converfation  on  that  fubjeft, 
I  broke  off  with  repeating  only  two 
diftichs  of  Mr.  Cowley  to  my  Lady 
Vandyke,  on  the  death  of  her  huiband. 

Your  joys  and  griefs  were  wont  thcfame  tu  be{ 
Bcrgia  not  now,  bleil  pair  !   to  difagree. 

I  cannot  but  think  it  was  a  very  right 
fentiment  in  this  lady,  to  make  that  duty 
of  life  in  which  (he  took  pleafure,  the 
fuperftrufture  upon  the  motive  of  Reli- 
gion ;  for  noihmg  can  mend  the  heart 
better  than  an  honourable  love,  except 
Religion.  It  fweetens  di(a(lers,  and  mo- 
derates good  fortune,  from  a  benevolent 
fpint  that  is  naturally  in  it,  and  extends 
itfelf  to  things  the  mofl  remote.  It  can- 
not be  conceived  by  thofe  who  are  in- 
volved in  libertine  pleafures,  the  fweet 
fatisfa£^ions  that  tauil  arife  from  tlie 
union  of  two  perfons  who  have  left  al( 
the  world  in  order  to  place  their  chi<if 
delight  in  each  other;  and  to  promote 
that  (ielight  by  all  the  methods  which 
reafon,  urged  by  religion  and  duty,  for- 
warded by  pafTion,  can  intimate  to  the 
heart.  Such  a  pair  give  charms  to  vir- 
tue, and  make  plealant  the  ways  of  in*r 
nocence.  A  deviation  from  the  rules  of 
fuch  a  commerce  would  be  courting 
pain  ;  for  fuch  a  .life  is  as  much  to  be 
preferred  to  any  thing  that  can  be  com- 
municated by  criminal  fatisfaClions,  (to 
fpeak  of  it  in  the  mildelt  terms)  as  fo<f 
briety  and  elegant  converfatiot)  are  to 
intemperance  and  rioting. 
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BKSrifERX   VNOS  <tVCAS  ALIOS,  rAtSIUfq.VE   TTDB&B 
X&tARK,  AT^UE  VIAM  PAlAKTEIS  qjUARKJIX   TXTJE. 


IT  T9  a  very  great  rat!sfa^ion  to  one 
who  has  put  himlelf  upon  the  Pla* 
umic  foot,  to  look  calmly  on,  white  car* 
Btvorotvs  lorers  run  about  howling  tor 
kvngei-,  which  the  intclle£\ual  ami  more 
aMra£)e(1  admtrer  it  never  gnawed  with. 
T^  fellowinix  letters  g^ivc  a  lirtl)i  repre- 
fentation  oK  this  nutter. 


KM.  MTITLC, 

T  F  ever  any  i«;*n  had  rrafon  to  dlfpatch 
■^  hinilclf  {\a-  lovtr,  I  am  the  peif.»n  :  I 
an>  loir  to  ail  intents  and  purpotcs, 
tiwvijih  I  w?»  the  Kappieft  man  in  the 
world,  and  have  no  one  to  accufe  l>ut 
wiyfelfof  my  piefenr  mistortunes  ;  and 
yet  1  am  ijot  to  be  accnied  ni-ithcr.  To 
of>cn  rhis  riddle,  yru  nmft  know,  Mr. 
Myfftle,  tharl  am  not  now  twenty  years 
ot  age:  I  think  that  circumftance  ncr 
rellary  to  tell  yo^J,  for  they  fay  the  mif- 
fottune  which  befel  mc  cannot  l).ippen 
bttf  from  the  height  of  youth  and  blood. 
I  Ure  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  a  young 
lady  of  wealth,  wii,  a-.ui  beauty.  I  love 
ber  to  death ;  and  fhe  loves  me  with  no 
Uii  .ardour.  We  have  had  frequent 
meetings  by  itealth,  which  are  now  in- 
terrupted by  a  very  uncommon  accident. 
I  Iwve  a  fatlxT,  wl\o  can  never  be  enough 
^rttiviieti  that  his  houiV  is  not  to  be  burii- 
cil  before  next  mornimj  i  anvl  for  this 
realbi!,  as  well  as,  perliaps,  otiicr  jea- 
loulWs,  infrlls  upon  tl'.e  iibcity  of  com* 
ix\^  into  mv  chamber  wren  1  am  allecp, 
to  fee  wliether  my  candic  rs  out.  One 
night  he  Itole  ibfrly  in,  js  indeed  he  al- 
ways does,  ior  fear  of  dilhnbing  me, 
when  I,  fait  afleep,  was  talking  of  my 
miilrei's.  As  be  has  iince  told  me,  I 
nantjcd  her  *,  r.nil  then  thought  til  to  go 
on  as  follows. 

f  The  happrnefs   we  now  enjoy   is 

•  tKjwbled  by  the  fccrecy  of  it.     I  will 

•  come  again   to-ivio  row   night ;    and 

•  have  tfrdMul  the  hacknej*'-coachinan 

•  to  be  ready  to  let  me  get  up  to  your 

•  window  at  ih*:  hour  appointed.  I^e 
'  ready  to  throw  up  the  falh  when  I 
'  linkJe  wiih  a  piece  of  luoxie^  ^x  vV.e 


Lvc. 

*  glafs.     Ycnr  letters  I  keep  ilvnvj  is 

*  a  box  under  my  bed^   and  my  taiirer 

*  csn  never  come  at  them.    Pray  be  ftrc 

*  to  write  ; ,  for  the  day-time  'tis  mighty 

*  fad  fhouM   be    troubled  with. the  tm- 

*  pertinence  and  boftieofth*  world, nd 

*  we  never  to  mert  or  hcarliomesch 

*  u'her  but  at  n;idnij-lit.' 

Tiie  old  gcntUnian  Cook  my  key  out 
of  my  pocket,  and  by  that  means  mi-^^c 
himtclt  malUr  of  my  papers ;  ami  in  an 
hi^ht  point  of  honour,  il>r  ntxt  day  tojd 
the  raients  of  my  mitticls  the  dani;.r 
their  da»Jghter  was  jn  of  being  can  it  J 
off  by  hi^  foD,  wrho  had  no  prtteriiors 
to  a  woman  of  her  fortune,  though  he 
can  do  very  handlomtiy  for  me. 

This  matter  has  Iwren  very  indifcrcttly 
manageti  by  both  oui   parents  i  the  fer- 
vants,  and  confiLOticiitly  the  neighbcur- 
hoo<i,  have  the  ilory  amongit  tliein,  3rd 
the  innocentelt  woman  in  the  world  is  at 
the  mtrCy  of  hufy  tonuues.     Now,  Sir, 
I  am  not  to  judge  of  the  ^flions  of  my 
father-,  but,  as   he  has  a  longer purle 
than  he  will   uau,    ]  defrre  vou  wcuLl 
lay  befoie  him,  that  he  did  not  ccine  it 
my  fecret  fairly  ;    and  that  he  ought, 
lince  he  goes  upon   pun^lilios,  to  have 
made  no  ule  of  wiiat    he  arrived  Pt  by 
the  inhrmicy  ofa  ii^uhled  iuiagi*uno«i. 
He  fays  indetd  tor  himiclf,  thai  he  bid 
this  tluiught  in  his  head  j  ar.d  thcrcfoie, 
had  I  owned  the  ih«v:  to  him  wl»en  he 
taxed  n»e,  wiihoui  fnewinjr  mv  m»itreS'$ 
lettei^s,  he  fliotd  1  have  l>ecn  ob!ii;id, by 
the  mannei  cf  griting  the  Itciet,  to  have 
kept  It ;  but  fjuct  I  had  not  owned  it, had 
I  not  l>tcn  confjontcd  by  'icr  Ultcrs,wluch 
he  «(>t  by  liking  my 'key   out  of  my 
pocket,  1  am  under  the  lin;e  degree  of 
iavcur  as  a  man  who   committed  any 
other  crime  would  ha\e  l>ceu   wito  i:ad 
betrayed   himlelf  in  the  lame  man. .sr. 
Mr.  Myrtle,  you  arc  a  gi cat  caru;it  j  *Jid 
you  {ite  what  a  ji:mi)le  of  unhappy  cii- 
cuojllancefi   1  am  involved  in,   which  I 
defjie  you  to  extj icair  me  from  by  your 
bell  advice,  which  w.ll  come  vciy  lea- 
fonably  to  two  fainilits  who  are  much 
>|ou^  U'vtiid^^^wiQiv^vvKom  none  lb  murh 
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dy  concerned  in  the  ftory ;  and 
e  approves,  you  have  an  admirer 
^our  moft  humble  fervant, 

Ulyises  Transmarinvs. 

•  notice  given  me.  that  I  muft 
e  Teas  for  this  bufinefs ;  but  I 
ved  to  ftay,  at  leaft  in  the  fame 
/ith  my  faii:  one,  till  1  hear  far- 


raiDAY,  APBiL  3e»  X7i4« 

ITRTLIy 

'L  L  oblige  extremely  your  moft 
nble  fervant  in  inlerting  this  in 
xt  Lover, 


coming  up  the  ftreet  islixed  ftock-ftill 
by  her  eyes.  She  won't  let  any  body  go 
by  in  peace.  I  am  confident,  if  you  \Krent 
that  way  yourfeif,  (he  would  pretend  to 
get  you  from  Mrs.  Page.  As  for  m/ 
own  part,  I  fear  her  not;  but  there  ar« 
feveral  of  our  neighbou«'s  whofe  Tons  are 
taken  in  her  chains,  and  feveral  good  . 
women's  hu(bands  are  always  talking  of 
her }  and  there  is  no  quiet.  1  beg  of 
you.  Sir,  to  take  fome  courfe  whh  herj 
For  (he  takes  a  delight  in  doing  all  thii 
milchief.  It  would  be  right  to  lay  down 
fume  rules  againft  her ;  or,  if  you  pleafe» 
to  appoint  a  timi  to  come  and  fpieak  to 
her:  it  would  be  a  great  charity  to  our  ' 
dreet,  efpecially  to,  Sir,  your  moft  hum- 
ble (ervant, 

Anthony  Etklidu 


\TH  would  have  been  welcomer 
in  your  letter  in  Thurfday's 
for  I  rauft  furvive  the  nTlfcry 
uld  have  ended.  Yoxyv Jincerity 
•  from  being  offenjivey  that  my 
(were  it  now  lawful  to  indulge 
greater  for  you;  and  I  cannot 
•rove  the  truth  of  mine  than  by 
jout  and  making  you  as  happy 
cboicey  as  with  j^z^  would  have 
e  mod  unfortunate 


TjERE  is  a  young  gentlewoman  is 
•*^  our  ftreet,  that  I  do  not  know  at 
all,  who  looked  full  in  my  face,  and 
then  looked  as  if  (he  was  miftaken,  but 
looked  fo  pretty,  that  I  can't  forget  hers 
(he  does  fomething  or  other  to  every  one 
that  pafTes  by.  I  thought  I  would  tell 
you  of  her.     Yours, 

Ch.  Busr« 


TO  MR.    MYRTLE. 

RE  is  a  young  woman  in  our 
ghbourhood  that  makes  it  her 
I  to  difturb  every  body  that  palTes 
h  her  beauty.  She  runs  to  the 
9  when  fhe  has  a  mind  to  do  mif- 
and  then,  when  a  body  looks  up 
(he  runs  back,  though  (he  came 
n  purpofe.  Her  hands  and  arms, 
ift  know,  are  very  fine ;  for  that 
Ibe never  lets  them  hriinemploy- 
:  is  feeding  a  fquirrel,  and  catch- 
ople  that  pafs  by  all  d«y  long. 
8  a  way  of  heaving  out  of  the 
V  to  fee  fomething*  fo  that  one 
mds  in  the  ftreet  juft  over-againft 
sken  with  her  fide  face  ;  one  that 
ng  down  fixes  his  eyes  at  the  pole 
neck  til]  he  flumbles ;  and  ouc 


H' 


ERE  is  a  younj  woman  in  otir 
^xttx.  that  looks  often  melancholy 
out  of  the  window,  as  if  (he  faw  nobody  ^ 
and  nobody  faw  her,  (he  is  io  intent. 
But  (he  can  pive  an  account  of  cveiy 
thing  that  pafi^s,  an«l  does  it  to  way-lay 
young  men.  Pray  fay  fomething  about 
her.     Yours,  unknown, 

TaI-i^-boy  Gapeseed, 


nn  HERE  is  a  young  woman  in  our 
-^  neighbourhood  that  makes  people, 
with  bundles  on  their  backs,  ftand  a*  if 
they  had  none )  and  thofe  who  have  none 
ftand  as  if  they  bad  too  heavy  ones. 
Pray  take  her  to  your  end  of  the  towna 
for  (he  intcvrupti  bufinefs.    Yours, 

Ralph  DooDti. 


V*tx:s3l^ 
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KiDBT  HOC,  ivq^AUt  yzvvt  ipsa;  bidznt 

•IMrtlCXI   WYMPHJB,  FBRUt   BT  CVflDOy 
BKMf IB  ABDCNTBt  ACUBMt  lAGfTTAS 

COTB  CBUBMTA.  HOB. 


laVDOli,  MAT  4* 
Ml.  MTBTLl* 

I  Remember,  fame  time  ago,  that  I 
heard  a  gentleman,  who  often  talked 
out  of  a  booky  r}>eak  of  a  king  that  was 
fo  fond  of  his  wife,  that  his  mind  over- 
ilowed  with  the  happinefs  he  had  in  the 
pofTcnrion  of  hei  beauties.  I  remember 
It  was  juft  fo  that  talkinsf  fellow  ex- 
prefTed  himself}  but  all  tliat  I  want  of 
II i I  ftory  is,  that  he  (hewrd  his  qqcen 
naked  from  a  chink  in  the  hcd*chanil>ei^ 
gnd  that  the  queen,  fin.iing  this  out,  re- 
fmretl  it  lb  highly,  that  (he,  after  mature 
deliberation,  thotight  tit  to  plot  agaii^li 
her  huiband,  and  marrit^d  the  man  to 
whom  he  had  e)(pofed  her  perfon.  f 
have  but  a  puzzled  way  of  telling  a 
(lory}  but  this  circumftance,  among 
fuch  great  people,  may  give  Vcu  i'ome 
thoughts  upon  an  accident  of  the  like 
kind,  which  happened  to  me,  a  man  of 
middle  ranl(. 

There  is  a  very  gay,  pleafant  young 
lady,  whom  I  wns  well  acquainted  withy 
and  had  long  known,  as  being  aji  inti- 
mate of  my  fifter*s.  Wc  wtre,  ihc  other 
daVf  a  riding  out ;  the  women  and  men 
on  (ingle  hoifcs  ;  it  happened  that  this 
young  luvly  ^nl  I  out-rid  the  company, 
and  in  the  avenue  of  the  wood  between 
Hampttead  aid  Highgate  her  horle  threw 
her  full  upon  her  head.  She  is  a  quick- 
witted girl ;  and  finding  chance  had  dif- 
CDveredmore  o\  her  beauty  than  ever  fhe 
dcligned  to  favour  me  with,  (he  in  an 
in'.tant  lay  on  the  turf  in  a  decent  man- 
ntr,  'di  in  a  trance,  before  I  could  alight 
and  come  to  her  adiitanpe.  I  fell  in  love 
with  her  when  (he  was  topfy-turvy  * 
and  from  that  inftant  profcffed  mylelf 
ter  fervant.  She  alw.iys  Uughc*!,  and 
turned  off  the  dtfcourle,  and  laid  (he 
thought  it  mull  be  lb.  The  whole  fa- 
mily were  mightily  amazed  how  this 
declaration  came  all  of  a  fudden ;  and 
why,  after  two  or  three  years  intimacy, 
pot  a  word,  and  yet  now  I  To  -evy  ea^tt. 
Well,  lij  J  /  jtlicr  had  no  exception  to  me, 
fpd  the  wedding  day  ^9fi  yarned*.  YiVicn,^ 


all  of  a  fudden,  the  father  hat  fent  my 
miftrefs  to  a  diftant  relation  in  the  cotm- 
try,  and  I  am  difcarded.  Now,  Sir, 
what  I  defire  of  you  is  to  infert  this,  a. 
that  her  father  may  undcrllaiid  what  (ho 
meant,   when   flif  faid—- ^  I  ftall  be 

*  ajhamed  to  be  the  wife  of  any  other 
'  man  ;*  and  what  I  n^panty  when  I  faid 
that— r*  I  know  more  of  her  already  than 

*  any  other  hu(band,perhapsy8rtr  may/ 
Thcfe  expreflfioiis  were  let  drop  when 
the  f either  (hewed  fome  figns  of  parting 
us  ;  and  I  appeal  to  you,  whether,  ac- 
cording to  nice  rules,  ihe  it  not  to  prefev 
me  to  all  others.  This  is  a  fertout  mat- 
ter in  it's  confequences,  and  I  won*t  be 
choufed  J  therefore  pray  infert  it.  Tht 
whole  is  humbly  fubmitted  by,  Sir,  yoflif 
moft  unfortunate,  hi|robl(i  fervant, 

Tim.  Pip, 


TO  MR.  MARMADUKE  MYRTLE. 


qB  S  E RVI  NG  you  |)1ay  tha  cafulft, 
^^  the  dy6lor.  nay,  often  defcend  even 
to  the  letter  carrier,  for  the  fenricc  of 
Rovers,  I  am  apt  to  think  my  prefeoC 
conclition  brings  me  withii^'your  cogni- 
zance, and  countenances  this  apphca- 
tion.  Sir,  I  ever  was  a  great  admirer 
of  a  fingie  (Hte  i  and  my  <;bief  (ludy  hat 
been  to  collet  encomiums  jn  it*t  fa- 
vour, and  inllances  of  unhappy  mar- 
riages to  confirm  me.  I  never  couUt 
think  myfelf  the  fad  half  of  a  roan,  or 
that  my  cares  wanted  doubling-  Th« 
bed  exercife  I  ever  performed  at  fch>ol 
was  a  tranflation  of  JuvenaPs  Axth  Sa- 
tire. I  remember  my  mafter  fa'd,  ftniU 
ing— <  Sirrah,  you  will  die  a  batchelor/ 
Since  I  came  to  man's  eftate^  I  hare 
evei  y  day  talked  over,  with  little  varia- 
tion, the  common-place  fayings  againft 
matrimony :  |  believe  they  have  been 
more  conftant  than  my  priiyers.  |  moil 
TVQw,  S'vr>  acquaint  you  how  }  becama 
dxUttiv^^  o^  v\iQ»^^  Y^Ti6.\k\  \ta  an  int 


TttB    LOV^H. 


«i 


that  i  beg  leave  hereby  to  rc- 
proteii  againd  thnfe  damnable 
►  And  further,  I  humbly  be- 
ftdies  wiih  whom  I  convcrfe,  to 
I  me  the  encouragement  which 
true  converts  g,^nerally  meet 
was  riding  in  the  country  lad 
f  all  the  days  m  the  week,  it 
a  Tuefday  $  when,  on  a  fud- 
jrd  a  voice  which  guided  my 
vo  young  women  unknown  to 
were  negligently,  I  won't  fay 
re(fed,  had  I'irge  (laflTs  in  their 
id  wefe  followed  by  fpantels 
lounds.  One,  whom  I  now  fee 
)ver"*»  telc(co;>e,  were  a  bonnet : 
:sl\\  my  eyes  till  the  brightnepi 
lade  them  fail  me  ;  that  isj  I 
nothing  in  it's  frue  light  fmce. 
fecc  of  a  fchqtar,  yet  am  not 
Myrtle,  to  /.ffii-m  what  I  favr, 
his  obic6l  ftruck  the  organs  of 
»  affc6ied  my  foul  and  mindj 
iced  thiH  lafling  idea.  The  old 
rr$,  ytni  know,  attributed  a 
e  loadltone,  when  they  co'Jld 
ut  the  reafon  of  it^&  union  to 
htnce  fhall  I  dt-duce  the  caufe 
ndition?  Shall  I  fpeak  of  an 
prefTurc  of  infcnfjblc  particles, 
er,  deitiny,  the  ilai8>  magic  f 


or  (hall  ITay,  in  the  lawyers  term,  that 
every  feature  had  it*s  copies  P  or  muft  I 
mention  occult  quality,  or,  as  the  gen- 
teel world  tranflate  it,  ji  ne  ffai  quay  t 
1  fbould  have  told  you  I  was  a  hunting 
when  I  faw  this  objed ;  that,  when  it 
fid,  my  good-fpirited  gelding  refufcd 
the  gate  that  parted  us,  and  run  awajf 
with  me.  This  was  tt  good  as  a  fe* 
cond  game;  for  I,  who  t^efoie  was  the 
gre ateit  I'portfman  in  the  country,  havd 
ever  (ince  haunted  the  woo^s  to  (igh» 
not  halloo.  In  lonely  (hades  bv  day^ 
and  moonfhinc  walks  by  n  ght,  (die  ever 
by  my  fide)  I  have  found  «;.y  only  plea- 
fure.  This  condition  I  have  fuffeicd  foiP 
a  long  frrits  of  time ;  but,  wandering  in 
the  fame  wood,  I  faw  a  country  girl  in 
the  fame  bonnet  in  which  I  formerly  be- 
held my  great  calamity.  I  follow^ed 
her,  and  found  the  abo<le  of  Tier  fo# 
whom  I  languifh.  Ma  Charmantt  it 
your  confVant  reader,  who  heiieby  will 
have  fomc  notion  of  me  ind  my  namef* 
I  crdve,  Sir,  your  adiftance  herein;  and 
(to  ea(e  yourfelf  of  another  troublefume 
letter)  your  advice,  in  cafe  of  a  denial  to 
wait  upon  her. .  I  have  abundance  more 
to  fay  ;  but  deftre  you  to  fay  it  to  your- 
felf in  behilf  of,  Sir,  your  enamoured 
humble  fervant. 


N"  XXXII.    SATURDAY,  MAY    8. 


•  *£>  ^iX«(t0-Jyq  9\iKK^Q>hn  niff"*  a^{H  l^iv. 


AaxsTOT. 


ta(k  which  I  have  enJJned 
elf  in  the fc  I'ljjcrs,  is  to  de- 
•e  in  all  it's  Jhapcst  to  warn 
y  of  thofe  rocks,  upon  which 
1  all  ages  have  Iplit  formerly, 
II,  and  will  fpiit  hereafter,  as 
en  and  women  fhall  be  what 
arc;  and  tj  delineate  the  true 
gncd  dcl.ght  which  virtuous 
d  in  the  enjoynicnt  of  their 
d  W3rrantc-1  pafTions.  This 
arther  I  go,  I  find  grows  the 
n  my  hands.  The  dreadful 
lich  have  attended  iriegular 
1  this  way,  have  led  fbmefhal- 
bphers  to  arraign  that  as  fim** 
ful,  or  at  leail;  as  unbecoming 
■n,  which  is  certainly  one  of 
id  fundamental  laws  of  na- 
they  have  feemed  to  look  up* 
a  caifc  which,  rightly  ma- 
ht  grcittti  bie/fing  which  our 


Creator  has  given  us  here  belowg-  and 
which  is^  in  truth— 

That  cordial  drop  Heaven  in  ovr  cttp  h<i 

throvirn. 
To  make  the  naafeous  draught  of  life  99 

down. 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  when  (com* 
paratively  fpeakine)  fo  very  mairy  mif* 
carry  in  this  particular,  moie  than  in 
any  6ther  iingle  circumltance  belonging 
to  human  life,  one  is  tempted  tocry  out» 
with  my  Lord  BiOuke,  jn  his  Alaham^>» 

O  wearifome  condition  of  mortality. 
Born  to  one  liiw,  and  to  another  bound! 
Vainly  begotten,  yet  forbidden  vanityj 
Created  fick,  commanded  to  be  found! 
If  Nature,  fuic,  did  not  delight  in  blood. 
She  would  have  found  moreeafy  ways  togood* 

But  C\nc*  Cf^xn^iilvcyw  >a^TAts  t^s^J^^^^- 

\  1  ^^'^ 
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cies  of  a6^tont  tbtre  if  a  right  ami  a 
wrong,  which  ciicumdances  only  can 
dcteniiine;  fince  our  Maker  (for  greater 
veafons  than  thole  which  our  laws  a(crt!>e 
to  our  princes)  cannot  pofTibly  do  any 
wrong,  or,  at  the  divines  f|)eak,  cannot 
be  the  author  of  fin)  (ince  whit  was 
ciTcntial  to  htnnan  nature  before  the 
tall,  is  in  itfclf  moft  C(;rtainly  good, 
when  rightly  purfiied;  and  iinceonemay 
cbi'erve  that  iniftukes  and  faifz  fl?ps  in 
this  matter  m.-et  with  haj  flier' ccniurts, 
and  are  of:en  more  fcvercly  piinifhed  in 
this  woild,  than  many  other  crimes 
which  Item  to  be  of  a  higher  nature ;  I 
have  thought  it  wonh  while  to  enqiiire 
in:o  this  inat'cr  as  ex^^lly  as  I  could, 
and  toprdentth^publicwirh  my  thoughts 
ctnceruing  \]\t  leal  difft-rences  between 
the  feveral  forts  of  evil  aflions,  as  I  Hull 
fiMi  cp^vitunity,  and  us  my  imponunite 
c<  neipandcnt*,  who  arc  often  in  hafi.*, 
9\\d  who  nujll  nut  he  dilobiigtd,  will 
give  ire  ic.»vf. 

One  iiicilioJ,  as  I  ti-ke  i*,  ic  induce 
in«.'n  io  avoid  any  evil,  is  to  know  i:ot 
C!»iy  -.vneiein  it  conillls,  hut  how  great 
it  is.  The  Sio'cs  of  old  prefcnvhd  tl.at 
ail  fins  were  equal  j  th::i  »:  <\i5  as  gWAt 
a  critne  to  ll-al  a  uiw,  as  to  u.h  u^on 
the  road.  When  th-ir  will*  nisn  w;i? 
onco  out  of  his  way,  he  i..»ft  his  prttrr- 
f:<>ns  tj  wifdrm;  and  when  tl'.ore  were 
gone,  whair<'evfr  he  did  or  fa^d  aficr- 
\v.ul5,  in  that  ftateof  al>erration,  it  V^hs 
all  one:  fins  wtie  fins:  and  when*  the 
cillncc  'vas  the  lime,  the  degiees  mnt- 
tJred  little.  This  contrad-.ifls  huruan 
nitirrj,  aT>d  com.r.on  fcnfe }  and  the 
lavs  of  all  f'.uions  diflintrvvHT,  in  ti.c 
j)iu.i(lun.Mts  which  they  in tiif"!,  bfiwccn 
ci;;^.viM  A%  !'ity  ^re  more  or  Icfs  pcjnici- 
tu,  to  'ii .  I'ocicty  in  and  a^iim'd  wImcIi  tht  y 
*u»c  cjinmittcd.  Tliat  God  docs  lb  too, 
^v;.•  Mf'td  not  (p:cilion.  The  Judc^  ot 
\'m  wliolo  earth  n^.ult  ccrtiM.ly  do»»^lr. 
\V'hc;»  've  l^now  wh<  rein  i!k'  uuc  •♦i.mi- 
r.t'is  1  r  -.^cry  Ur.  confiiK,  weflia!)  ov  ihlc 
t'j  j'jdfcc  of  OMT  own  f;i'.:its,  and  rciiie- 


tim  •<  r»f'  t::e  faul 
v.'ry    we  c.iiuhl 


'  oth- 


it  le 
to  avoi  I  ihc:r.  v.  h^:c 
ti:tic  ;sroc;n  for  con^jvilTlon;  aur!  w'-.c/e 
'  punlhir.tiu  i^;  nt-cclVary,  we  »).ay  be  Irre 
then  lohclcverc  in  tiic  I'jrhf  placi-j  and, 
^v  Kjiowin;  h(>w  ard  wi>en  to  forgivi^, 
mu-  fomTiimcsrailf  thole  that  arc  fink- 
inr«  r^r.d  oftfn  iave  thofc  from  utter  tlr- 
f^ni^iiov,  w!;o,  if  Ab.^n^\ot^^«^,  wov.\k\  V.e 
i/iccovtrabJy  lolL    lhisiaaUrge,ii\A, 


I  think,  an  useful  tbemef  and  it  iivtat 
I  have  not  feeo  fufficiently  enlir^  tp- 
on  in  thofc  books  of  morality  vhick 
have  come  in  my  way.  Now,  if  in  ny 
inquiries  I  have  an  eye  all  alopg  10  ibe  I 
Chrif^ian  inflirution,  and  take  a  view  of 
the  fms  and  irregularities  of  maskind  is 
fuch  a  light  as  is  confident  with  tke  pnc- 
t ice  of  our  Saviour  and  hit  tpoftics,  I 
hope  the  foftcr  and  politer  part  of  my 
readers  wiM  not  be,  upon  that  accourti 
dti'c^iifled. 

The  aggravation  of  all  crimes  is  to  be 
eflimated  either  fiom  theperfo&s  injured 
or  oflcnded,  or  from  the  intrinCc  malice 
(rem  whence  thofe  injuiies  and  oiieiices 
proceed.  ~   All  oflcnces  are  again* either 
OH  I    Maker,    our   neighbour,  or  our- 
fclvcs.      Offences    againft  our  M^ker 
have  this  particular  aggravation,  that 
they  »re  committed  againft  rhc  Pcrfoa 
to  whom  we  have  the  greatett  obliga- 
tions, and  confequently  dm  more  imme- 
diately contradirf  the  light  of  our  owa 
con/ciencc.  Tlie  obligatior.s  of  our  ori- 
ginal bcirg,  and  cf  our  conftant  preitf- 
vaiion  duiing  the  whole  courfe  of  our 
livts,  which  takes   in  all  the  bltfiirp 
that  \vc  daly  rcct-ivc  from  h-m,  aiefo 
peculiarly  due  to  G  jd,  that  ihcy  are  ret 
conimui.:t  ibie    to  any   earilii)    being. 
FiT   though  we  i  tay^  ?nd  do  hourly, 
receive    adv:mt3ge&    horn    our  fellow- 
creatures,  yet  tholie  advantages  are  vlti- 
ujatdy  to  he  refeiied  to  God,  by  whofe 
^  ;od  providence  ihofe  feilow.creatuifi 
arc  enanied  to  do  us  pood.  And  btfiilefr 
the  good  they  do  us  is  ks  much  for  their 
fakts  .IS  for  ouis;  fmcc  the  advanUgM 
they  receive  from  us,  and  thofe  we  re- 
ceive from  il.cn.,   are  reciprocal.     B\l 
though  our  Creator  is  alwa)  a  doing  good 
to  us,  we  can  do  none  to  him  j  and,  upon 
that  fcore,  he  has  a  title  to  cur  obedience, 
and  th :»t  iinplrcir,  when  once  we  are  la- 
tijfied  it  is  HwMhat  commands.    Thii 
make.;  IJJatrj  lo  be  fo  crying  a  fm,  be- 
caufe  it  i«  a  coujinunication  of  that  honcur 
to  the  crcituio.  (whether  inanimate  cr 
nniinatt  it  unneij;  not)  to  which  »i  can 
have  no  poHilile  title,  and  is  due  to  the 
C'iva»or  cniy.     Ujwn  this  account  alio 
Inclipan  av.d  AtheifmAvt  dill  worfe,  he- 
t.iulctiiry  teai  up  all  religion  by  the  roots) 
and  all  (eivice  and  worfhin  is  4tnicd  to 
Il':yi,  to  v«  horn  the  utmot^  fervice  and 
worOiipisjofHydoe.  Thisisfoplain.ihat 
^^  ^.^,'^*  vx.AVvtY  nvU-Aryj^cmcnt  nornroof. 
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tefe  whick  are  committed  again  ft  our 
Beigbbours.    TKey  are  equally  God's 
creatures  at  ourfelves,  and  have  an  equal 
title  to  hit  prote£lion,  and  we  ought  to 
think  that  they  are  equally  dear  to  him. 
Off<:nccs  asainil  them  may  be  com ^  re- 
bended  under  one  common  title  of .  In- 
jmfici:   and  what  divine<i   nrually  c.^U 
itns  againft  the  Second  Table ^  aie,  if 
ftri^^lycaamineH,  but  fo  many  forts  of  in- 
jnrieaagainft  our  neighbours.  The  pains, 
the  care,  the  trouble,  and,  above  all,  the 
love,  of  parent*,  demand  honour  from 
Cbdr  chilaren ;  and  therefore,  when  they 
do  not  meet  with  it,  thty  arc  injured. 
This   (hews  the    juftice  of    the   fifth 
Commandment.     To  take  away  our 
neiehbour's  life,   is  the  greaicft  injury 
Which  can  be  done  him,  btcaufe  it  i&ab- 
f'/lutely<  irrep:»rable.     Next  to  that,  are 
injuriet  done  to  his  bed,  and  for  the  fame 
reaibn  too.  The  p/kods  we  enjoy  are  the 
means  of  our  fu^^iillence  here^  and  he 
that  againft  our  w'lis  takes  them  fi-um 
Uf«  does,  more  or  l«  fs,  .iccoiding  to  the 
£reatnefs  of  our  Icf  ,  iltprlve  us  of  our 
lubiifteace.     This  Jljev^-s  theii'dnLfs  of 
the  fixth,  ftrventh,  and  eightV  Comr.iand- 
ments.     And  fince  none  of  thofe  things 
to  which,  by  the  original  gnuit  from  our 
comnrKin  Maker,  wchavea  juft  tliit, aie 
fecure,  if  calumny  and  fal!e  accu(;.(ion3 
are  once  allowevi;  tliereforc  faliV  witnels- 
ing  is  alfo  forbidden  in  ihc  ninth  Com- 
mandment.    And  lince  a  dtlireof  pof- 
iefling  what  is  ikoi  our  own,  and  what 
we  fee  others  enjoy,  will,  if  encouraged, 
natui'ally  lead  men  to  as  many  forrs  cf 
injuf^^ce  as   there  are  forts   of  dcfires; 
tbeiefure  coveting  what  is  not  our  own,  is 


fenced  againft  by  tha  tmtk  Command- 
ment. 

By  this  detail  it  plainly  appears  wh]^ 
I  fet  oftences  againft  our  neigliboura  in 
the  ftcond  place.  When  God  gave  tho 
Ten  Commandments,  he  mentioned  no 
cft'rnces  but  tbofe  againft  himfelf  and 
our  neighbours;  and  left  the  fmt  >«hich 
arc  immediately  againft our!<:lves  (which 
aie  properly  fms  of  intemperance)  to  be 
for^^idden  by  other  laws. 

But  then,  though  fins  againft  our- 
ftlves  ought,  with  refpc6l  to  their  guilt, 
(which  is  what  I  here  propofe  to  conii- 
der)  TO  be  reckoned  laftj  }et  it  does  not 
follow  from  thence  that  they  are  not  fins, 
and  confequen.lydo  not  deferve  purifti- 
ment.Whatfoeverdifablesusinan^inea*  ' 
fure  from  doing  our  duty  to  God  or  our 
neighbour,  is  [o  far  an  injuJUce  towards 
them,  and  robs  them  of  their  due,  and  is 
fo  far  a  crime.  I  fay,  an  wjufiice,  be- 
caufi,  as  I  fad  before,  ail  fault  <,  in  my 
opinion*- are  ulti^i"  •,'  u.  oe  refened  to 
th:it.  Ev?T  u'tjb^irita'jleiiirfshlyujiicei 
bec'u.'c  0'.:i  coini.on  Ci<.ator,  who  has 
ni'ide  liS  all  liable  to  viant,  ai.-i  c-.:ifc- 
qucnily  under  a  neceflTuy  of  defiling  af« 
fillance,  (Xpc3s  we  fiiould  je  heipUil  to 
cn-i  ai.other,  hecaufe  he  is  good  to  ut. 
And  when  Arillotle  fiv?,  in  thofe  words 
that  arc  the  motto  of  this  unpcr,  that  oil 
I'i'  Utes  are  contairwd  injujfice,  'he  ftatet 
the  true  ncti(>n  of  good  and  evit;  and  it 
.  is  a  .  ipplicable  to  virtues  conf.deied  in 
a  Ciiriii  an  iight,  as  in  a  natuial  one. 
This,  then,  is  t!ie  t'lvii  lule  by  which  we 
are  to  weigh  the  diftcrent  degrees  of  good 
and  evil. 


N9  XXXIII.    TUESDAY,   MAY   ii. 


-ANIMUM    PICTVRA  PA8C1T- 
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IWent  the  other  day  down  the  River, 
and  dined  with  fome  virtuofi  hiendi 
at  Greenwich.  The  purpofe  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  invited  us  was,  to  cnteitain 
<is  with  a  tight  of  that  famous  Cielingin 
the  Great  Hall  at  Grtenwich  Hofpital, 
painted  by  cur  ingenious  countryman 
Mr*Thornhill,  who  has  executed  a  great 
and  noble  defign  with  a  maft.rly  hand, 
and  uncommon  genius.  The  regularity^ 
iymmetryy  boldnefs«  and  prominence  of 
the  iSgiifei,  are  not  to  be  defchbed^  nor 
if  it  ID  At  power  of  words  to  rastii  too 


great  an  idea  of  the  woik.  As  vmW  as 
I  could  C'jmprehend  it  fiom  feeing  it 
but  twicei  I  ftisdl  give  a  plain  account 
of  it. 

T  N  the  middle  of  the  cieling  (which  is 
^  about  zo6  feet  Icn^,  and  56  fe^t  wide^ 
and  near  50  feet  high)  is  a  \ery  large 
oval  frame,  painted  and  carved  in  imita- 
tion of  gold,  with  a  great  thicknefs  rifing 
in' the  inftde,  to  throw  up  the  ft^vei  \^ 
the  %it^Xji:Y  \tfe\^\>\v\  vV^o^-i^'vi^iftKtff* 
to  ^  «t^'C  W^ax^^^^^tijA'WV^  \cS»^, 
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imifitioli  of  copper.  Tite  wliole  is  ftip- 
borieJ  by  eight  glgaDtic  ligurcs  of  Haves, 
tour  on  each  Cttit,  9%  though  they  were 
cinred  in  (lone.  Between  the  fig:uies, 
thrown  in  heaps  into  a  covering,  ai-e  all 
tnin^er  of  maritime  trophies  in  meiza- 
tfrlievo}  as  andiors,  cables,  rudderSy 
mafts,  f^'ihf  blocks,  capflals,  fea-gims, 
lea  carriages,  boatv,  pinnaces,  oars, 
Aretchers,  colours,  eniigns,  pennants, 
drums,  trumpets,  bombs,  mortars, 
fmall  arms,  grUnadoes,  powder  baireis, 
fire  airows,  grappling  irons,  crofs 
6ives,  quadrantv^,  comiialTcs,  &c.  All 
in  ttone  colours,  to  give  the  greater 
beauty  to  the  reft  of  the  cieling,  which 
it  more  fignificnnt. 

Abour  the  Oval  in  the  infide  nre  placed 
tiie  f'veivv  figns  of  thr  Z.Kliac;  the  fix 
northern  figns,  as  Aiirs,  lauiiis,  Ge- 
mini, (' Anccr,  LcO,  Virgo,  are  phced  on 
the  nurth  fide  of  the  ova! ;  and  the  ux 
fouthcrn  figns,  as  Libia,  Scorpio,  Sa- 
gittarius,Capticornuf,  Aquarius,  Pil'ce<, 
are  to  the  fbuth,  with  three  of  ihcm  in 
a  g'oupc  which  compi^fc  one  quar'er  of 
theycai.  Tne  Tl^iis  have  iheir  attitudes; 
and  ihiir  dnpuits  are  varied  and  adapt- 
ed to  «he  fcaloos  t!  ey  j^ofTefs*;  as  the 
cot  I,  the)  hi»,  and  'he  tender  green,  to 
the  Spiinj;;  the  yrllow  to  ihc  Summery 
the  red  a  nil  flame  c<.''  t  rto  tht  DrgD;i\« 
and  Awtiin.i;-!  Sr?rcn;  and  the  white 
and  cold  to  theWintti:  likiwife  the 
fruits  and  the  flowers  of  cveiy  fcafon,  • 
ms  they  fuccctrd  each  other 

In  the  middle  of  the  Oval  are  reprc- 
fented  King  WiHi!in»  and  Q;^eui  M.ny, 
'  fitting  on  a  t'lrone,  under  a  gicat  pavi- 
lion or  pnrplc  canopy,  attended  hv  the 
fourcajdinalviiiuts,  as  Prudence, Tem- 
perance, Funiludf,  n-id  J n trice. 

Over  t!'.e  Queen's  head  is  Concord,  with 
the  Fafccs}  at  her  feet  two  doves,  de- 
noting mutnal  ccncord  and  innocent 
affreemenr,  with  Cupid  holding  the 
king's  Iceptre,  while  he  i^  preltnting 
Peace  with  the  Lamb  and  Olive-branch, 
and  Lib.rty.expreflTed  by  tlie  Athenian 
Cap,  to  Europe,  who  laying  hefcrowrs 


at  his  feet,  recei^ea  them  with  aft  air  of 
refpc6t  and  gratitude.  The  kme  tram- 
ples Tvranny  ander  his  feet;  which  is 
exprelTeti  by  a  French  peiionage,  with 
his  leaden  crown  fallfng  off;  bis  chains, 
yoke»and  it  on  fword,  broken  td  piects; 
cardinaPs  cap,  friple-crowned  mitres, 
Sec,  tumbling  down.  Jtift  beneath,  iJ 
Time,  bringing  Truth  to  light;  near 
which  is  a  fipi're  of  Architeftiirr,  hold- 
ing a  large  drawing  of  part  of  the  Hof- 
pital,  with  the  Cupola,  and  pt.in(ingiip 
to  the  royal  founders,  attended  by  the 
little  Genii  of  her  art.  Beneath  her 
is  VVifdom  and  Heroic  Virtue,  repTE-  , 
fented  by  Pallas  and  Hercufes  dellroy- 
ing  Ambition,  Envy,  Covetoufnefs,  Dc- 
tra^lion.  Calumny,  with  ether  vices/ 
which  feem  to  fall  to  (he  earth,  the  placd 
of  their  more  natural  alvxle. 

Over  tlie  royal  |)av»lion  is  (hewn,  at  a 
great  hcighih,  A|>ulIo  in  his  golden  cha- 
riot, dr<iwn  by  four  white  horfes,  at- 
tended by  the  Hoiae,  and  morning  Jew? 
falling  before  him,  goin«j  hi^  comic 
through  the  twelve  tigns  of  the  2jdiar; 
ard  fivm  him  tiie  whole  PUfoi.d,  of 
ciwiiPj;,  is  enlightened. 

Eich  end  of  the  Cicling  is  raifcd  in 
prif.xrlive,  with  a  b.duftiadc  and  ellip- 
tic aichts,  fupportedby  grou;»es  of  fKmc 
figuies,  which  Ibrm  a  gallery  of  the 
.whole  brcadih  of  the  hall;  in  the  tuuiSi 
of  which  galleiy,  (as  though  on  the 
ftock)  going  inro  the  wpper  hali,  is  icert 
in  perfpeftive,  the  Tancril  of  the  Bicc- 
heim  riian  of  war,  with  all  her  galleries, 
port- holes  open,  &c.  to  one  fide  of  which 
is  a  figure  of  Vitlory  flying,  with  fpoils 
tnken  from  the  enemy,  and  putting  ihtni 
aboard  the  En:^lilh  man  of  warl  Be- 
fore the  {h.\>  is  a  fipjwrc  leprelentmg  the 
City  of  London,  with  the  arms,  fviord^ 
and  cap  of  maintenance,  lupporred  by 
Thame  and  liis,  with  other  iiuail  nvtti 
oftcring  up  their  tr  afurc?  to  her.  The 
River  Tyne  pouring  for;b  facks  of 
coals.  In  the  gall  ry  on  each  fi  !e  tht 
fhip,  are  the  arts  and  Iciencts  that  relate 
to  navigation,  with  thegreatArchimcde?* 


•  Atifs  is  of  a  turbulent  afpeft,  with  little  winds  and  rains  hoverirg  about  him;  hit  drJ- 
fery  of  a  h\o\(h  green,  Hiidowed  with  dark  ruflet,  to  denote  the  changcablenefs  of  the  wri- 
ter. April,  or  I'aur  .1*,  \^  more  mild;  May,  or  Gemini,  in  blue;  June  a  calm  red;  July 
aaore  reddiib,  and,  as  K-.  lans  upon  his  lion,  veils  a  little  from  the  fun.  Virgo,  almuft 
Aaked,  and  flying  from  the  heat  of  the  fun)  Libra  in  deep  red;  Scorpio  veils  bin  felf  fr«>ni 
tbefcurching  tun  in  a  fl»mc-cjlouriwantJ«i' Sagittarius  in  redylefs  hot.  December, or  Ca- 
fticoro,  bioi/hj  Aquarits  \n  a  wateriih  ^reea  ^  Piicei  in  blue.  Over  Aries,  Taurus,  GeJ 
'tu,  pnCiiti  flora.  Over  CAncer,  Leo,  Vu^o,  v^t?iAt*  ew^%.  V>n*x \A\n^^  "iva^w^ 
^Uufhis,  Bacch  us.  And  over  Ca jticotn,  Ai^uai\us  V  dew,  H^«m%  Y»^'««.^^  oi^ 


SMgltuthAt,  Bacchus,  And  ovci  Ga^ticotn 
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mvir  old  philorophtrs  conruhlog  the 
(cuinpaft,  ice. 

At  the  oiher  end,  at  you  return  out  of 
ibi;  bali.  is  a  gallery  in  the  (ame  man- 
fitfr»  in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  ftei  i^ 
of  a  beautiful  galley  filled  with  SpaniAi 
trophies:  under  which  it  the  Hi)  no  her, 
with  his  pigs  of  lead i  thf  Severn,  with 
the  Avon  tiiUirg  into  heri  with  other 
{eflcr  rivers.  In  the  north  end  of  the 
gallery  is  the  famous  Ty (ho Brahe,  that 
noble  DaniOi  knight,  and  great  orna- 
ment of  his  profefTion  and  human  na- 
ture: near  him  is  Copernicus,  with  his 
Pythagorean  fyftem  in  his  hand;  next  to 
him  is  an  old  mathematician,  holding  a 
large  table,  and  on  it  are  defcribed  two 
piincipil  iigures  of  the  incomparable 
birlCaac  Newton,  on  which  many  extra- 
cadi  nary  things  in  that  art  are  built.  On 
the  other  end  of  the  gallery,  to  the  fuuthi 
is  our  learned  ^r{r.  Flamllead,  Reg. 
Aftronoin.  ProfelT.  with  his  ingenious 
diU^iplc,  M»*.  Thomas  Wefton.  In 
|Vfr*.Flam(lead*s  hand  is  a  large  fcroll 
of  paper,  on  which  is  drawn  the  great 
rclipfe  of  the  fun  that  will  happen  on 
/Vpril  1715-  Near  him  is  an  old  man 
%vith  a  p?niluJum,  counting  the  feconds 
pf  time,  as  Mr.  Flamdead  makes  his 
ohfervaiioiiS  with  his  great  mural  arch 
and  tnbi?  on  the  deiceor  of  the  moon  on 
the  Srveni,  which  at  certain  times  forms 
jfuch  a  roll  of  the  liJes  as  the  failors  cor- 
fuptly  call  the  Higre,  inftead  of  th^Ea^ 


ger,  and  U  verv  dangeroot  to,tll  fliipi 
in  it's  way.  This  is  alfo  exprefled  by 
rivers  tumbling  down  by  the  moon^s  in* 
flue  nee  into  tl>e  Sever  n^  In  this  gillerf 
ai-e  more  arts  and  iciences  relating  to 
navigation. 

All  the  great  rivers,  at  each  end  of  tht 
hall,  have  their  proper  produft  of  fifli 
iJuing  out  of  their  vafcs. 

In  the  four  great  angles  of  the  Ciel« 
inp;,  which  are  over  the  arches  of  tht 
gal  e  ics,  are  iho  four  Elements,  as  Fire» 
Air,  £uth,  and  Water,  reprefented  by 
Jupiier,  Juno,  Cybele,  and  Neptuntf 
with  their  leiTer  deities  accompanying, 
as  Vulcan,  Iris,  the  Fauni,  Amphicrite, 
with  all  their  proper  attitudes*  5(c. 

At  one  end  of  the  great  Oval,  is  a  Urgt 
figure  of  Fame  deicending,  riding  on  the 
winds,  and  founding  forth  thepraiiesof 
the  Royal  Fair, 

All  the  fides  of  the  Hall  are  ndornei 
with  (luted  pilafters,  trophies  of  fliellt, 
corals,  pearls;  and  the  jambs  of  the  wiB<» 
do ws  ornamented  with  rofes  impanneileclp 
or  tht  cpHS  r^/iriri!«iiii«r,  heightened  Willi 
green  gold. 

The  whole  raifes  in  the  fpeftator  tlit 
moft  lively  images  of  Glory  and  Vic* 
torv,  and  cannpt  he  beheld  without  muck 
paliion  and  emotion. 

N.B.  Sir  James  Bateman  was  file  firft 
.  propoier  and  the  firit  benefaftor  10  this 
Cieling. 


N"  XXXIV.    THURSDAY,  MAY   13. 

— — WA|:iKG  LZrt  APPEARS  A  DSXAM. 


REPROACH  is  of  Ml  things  the 
motl  ii«infui  to  LovcTs  specially 
to  uscfthe  Pl:itonic  km  !.  Tifs  nukes 
it  excefl[ively  grievous  to  me,  iln;  a  pa- 
per,  th:  Mgrj  a  very  dull  one,  called  tne 
Kf oaitoi ,  acculcs  mc  of  writing  oblcene- 
ly.  II'j  is  a  ftnpid  fellow,  and  does  not 
underftand^  that  the  fame  obiefl,  ac* 
cording  to  the  artill  who  rcprcients  ity 
may  be  decent,  or  unfit  to  be  looked  at. 
Niked  figures,  by  a  mafVerly  h^nd^  are 
(0  drawn,  fometimes,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  exciting  iipmodeft  thoughts.  I  have, 
in  my  paper  of  M^y  the  ^th,  fpoken  of 
an  amour  that  ovfes  it^s  beginning,  and 
makes  itfelf  neceflary  to  be  lawfully  con- 
fiimma'Cff,  from  an  accident  of  a*  lady^a 
f^Uing  tojify-ivrvy}  u|wn  ivbich  tlui 


ROIAMONO. 

heavy  rogue  fays—*  Is  this  fufffertd  m 
*  a  Chriftian  country  ?'— Yes  it  is,  and 
may  verv  lawfully,  but  not  when  fuch 
atikward  t'v.is  as  he  pretend  to  meddle 
with  the  fame  fubje£\.  None  but  per* 
fons  extremely  well-bred  ought  to  tovch 
ladies  petticoats;  but  t  aver,  that  I  hire 
faid  nothing  tu  offend  the  molt  chafte 
and  delicate,  and  all  who  read  that  paf* 
faee  may  be  very  innocent;  and  the  lid r 
otthc  ftoi7  m:iy  he  a  very  good  Chrin 
tian,  though  (he  did  not  in  her  appearance 
differ  from  an  H<*athen,  when  ihe  fdl 
upon  her  head.  We  who  follow  Plato^ 
or  are  engaged  in  the  high  paffion»  can 
fee  a  lad^'t  ilv\W  V\\V\  ^%  xsi!«^^  *\«iS&\- 
f«Tei\c«  ^%  >atf  ^n^\  >N«t  -w^^  w***^ 
Ukcn  V^>  ^^^  ^"^^  ^^!«i^  SAk**  ^^'^ 
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Ipring  in  cur  initginationt»  as  do  with 
ine  common  world;  we  are  madi*  gentle, 
ibft,  courtc.*u«,  mnd  harmleft,  from  the 
forC(>  of  th«  beile  pa  (lion ;  of  which  coarfe 
dNQces,  with  an  appetite  for  women,  like 
that  they  have  for  beef,  have  no  concep- 
tion. 

At  I  gave  an  account  the  other  day 
of  my  pafling  a  day  at  Greenwich,  with 
m^ich  delight,  in  beholding  a  piece  of 
paintingof  Mr.  Thornhlir*,  which  is  an 
nonour  to  our  nation;  I  (hall  new  give 
an  account  of  my  paflling,  yeilcrday 
morning,  an  hour  befoi-e  dinner,  in  a 
place  whrie  »>?ople  may  go  and  be  very 
well  emeriniiicd,  whether  they  have,  or 
have  not,  **  good  talle.  They  will  cer- 
tainty be  well  pleafed,  for  they  will  h»ve 
unavoidable  opportunities  of  feeing  what 
they  moft  like,  v.\  ihe  moft  various  and 
.  agreeable  fhapes  and  pofitions}  I  mean, 
their  own  dear  ftlve$.  The  place  I  am 
^ing  to  mention  is  Mr,  Gumley''s 
Olafs  Gallery,  over  the  New  Exchange. 
1  little  thought  I  (hould  ever,  in  the 
Lover,  have  occaiion  to  talk  of  fuch  a 
thing  as  Trade;  but  when  a  man  walks 
in  that  illuftriousroom,  and  reflefls  what 
incredible  improvement  our  artificers  of 
Engbnd  have  made  in  the  manufa6^ure  of 
ghls  in  thirty  years  time,  and  can  fup- 
pofe  Aich  an  alteration  of  our  affairs  in 
«»Hiep  p»«K8  of  commerce,  it  is  demon - 
Arable  that  the  nations  who  are  polfefled 
of  mines  of  gold  are  but  drudges  to  a 
people  whofe  arts  ar.d  indurtiy,  with 
pihrfr  aJv:»ntages  natural  to  u>-,  may 
jfn.ik-  itftlf  xVc  (hop of  iKe  world.  We 
aie  iirnved  at  fuch  pcrl'eflfon  in  this 
ware  cf  which  I  am  fpeaking,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  any  potentate  in  Eu- 
ro,)e  to  havf^  fo  bea\)tiful  a  mirror  as  he 
May  purchafe  here^for  a  tnflc,  by  aii  the' 
coll  and  charge  that  he  can  lay  out  m 
his  dominions.  It  is  a  modelt  compu- 
tatiof,  that  England  gains  fifty  thouTaud 
poiinds  a  year  by  exporting  this  c./jr.» 
moiiity  for  the  fcrvice  of  forc:g>i  nations; 
the  whole  owing  to  the  inquifitive  and 
mechanic,  as  well  as  liberal  genius  of  the 
late  Duke  cf  Buckingham.  Tiiis  pro- 
digious ifr>^  by  the  art  of  man,  from 
mrtt  of  nature  that  are  as  unlikely  to 
produce  it  as  one  would  fuppofe  a  man 
could  \^\iXT^  coipmon  earth  to  a  tulip, 
9pens  a  field  of  contemplation  which 
would  'cad  me  too  far  from  my  purpoie, 
which  is  only  to  celebrate  lUe  a^etaUft 
qccfmom/  of  placing  the  fevcyal  watc*  la 


falc,  in  the  Gallery  of  which  I  an  taflr; 
ing.  No  imagination  can  work  up  a 
more  pleafing  aifembbge  of  beaatiful 
things,  to  fet  ofF  each  other,  than  are 
here  actually  laid  together.  In  themidft 
of  the  walk  are  fet  m  order  a  long  row 
of  rich  tables,  on  many  of  which  lie  ca- 
binets inlaid,  or  wholly  made  of  corals, 
conchs,  ambers,  or  the  like  parts  of  mat. 
ter,  which  Nature  feems  to  have  formed 
wholly  to  fhew  the  beauty  of  her  works, 
and  ro  have  thrown  and  diftinguifbed 
from  the  mafs  of  earth,  as  fhe  does  by 
great  gifts  and  endowmenta  thofc  fpi- 
rits  and  perfors  of  men  and  womtn 
whom  (he  defigns  to  make  inAninents 
of  great  coniideration  in  the  crowd  of 
her  people.  When  I  walked  here,  I 
could  not  but  lament  to  my  compa- 
nion, that  this  mtihcd  was  not  taken 
up  wfhen  the  Indian  kings-  were  lately 
in  England.  The  furprife  fuch  ap- 
pearancf  s  as  thefe  would  put  them  iiiio, 
would  have  been  as  gi^at  as  a  new 
fenfe  added  to- one  of  us.  Tofcetka 
things  about  us  fo  placed,  as  that  three 
or  four  perfons  can,  tp  the  eye,  in  an 
inflant,  become  a  large  affembiy  I  You 
cannot  move,  or  do  any  the  leafl  in- 
difFeient  a£lion,  in  a  limb  or  pait  of 
your  body,  but  you  vary  the  fcene 
around  with  additidnalpleafure.  Among 
other  circumftances,  I  could  not  but  ht 
pleafed  to  fee  a  lap-dog  at  a  lofs,  for 
an  iniUnt,  for  his  lady,  and  beginning 
to  run  to  the  image  ot  her  in  a^!ai$, 
till  he  was  driven  back  by  hiimcif, 
whom  he  faw  running  to^^ards  him. 
The  poor  animal  corr^ted  his  miii  i^e, 
by  tracing  her  foatlteps  bv  his  ici-.fe. 
Id's  fubjeS  to  miltake,  and  arrived  at 
her  feet,  to  the  no  fiiall  oivtrrion  of 
the  company  who  law  it,  an  1  the  envy 
of  ll-vcia.  <ine  gentlemen,  whom  the  odd 
accident  diverted  from  looking  at  ilicm- 
kUtT^t  to  behold  the  beauteous  Bella- 
m.ra. 

It  would  be  an  arrogance  to  pretend 
to  convey  di(lin6tly  by  the  ear  a  pUa^ 
fure  that  fhould  coniC  in  at  the  eye; 
but  my  gentle  reader  wiil  thank  me  for 
many  pleafmg  thoughts  he  or  (he  had 
not  ever  had  before,  in  a  place  more 
new  than  he  could  airive  at  by  landing 
in  a  foreign  nation.  About  forty  years 
ago,  it  was  the  fafliion  for  all  the  gal- 
Unts  of  the  town,  the  wits  and  the 
\>T*M«,  \o  vj;v\\l  xtv  \.V\t  M^w  Exchange 
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'Ts  have  thofe  wliofe  Fortunes  and 
-s  are  capable  of  receiving  grati- 
%  in  this  place,  that  fuch  a  fcene 
played  in  their  life-time!  The 
have  not  more  reafon  to  rejoice 
J  live  in  the  fame  days  witji 


Newton,  than  the  gay,  the  delicate,  and 
the  curious  in  luxury  of  drefs  and  fiim»« 
ture»  have,  that  there  has  appeared  in 
their  time  my  honed  friend,  and  polite 
dircf^or  of  aiti^cers^  Mr.  Gumley. 


N*  XXXV,    SATURDAY,    MAY  15. 


-'tI§  CONTItT, 


THE   MBN  WHO  FLATTEB  NIGHBST,  PLIAIS   Ul  BIST. 

Hblbh  toParis— Otio*i  ErisTtif. 


I  make  the  following  letters  the 
rtainincnt  of  this  day;  and  re- 
id  the  contents  of  the  firft  in  a 
articular  manner  to  the'  ferious 
ation  of  all  my  female  readers. 

I    MAIMADUKF, 

>  U  G  H  you  have  treated  the  fair 
With  an  air  of  diftinftion  fuitable 

haraflcr  you  bear,  I  prefume  you 
ke  no  I'cruple  to  admonifti  ttiem 
aultSjby  theamendmentofwhich 
ay  Itiil  become  more   amiable. 

complain  to  you  of,  is  from  my 
l>erience.  My  cafe  is  this, 
intk  is  in  the  bloom  of  fizteen, 
les  in  all  the  beauties  of  her  fex. 
:e,  her  fhape,  her  mien,  her  wit, 

and  engage  all  who  have  the 
:h  10  know  her.  Miranda  is  the 
my  heart,  the  objed  of  all  my 
nd  fears.  None  of  her  actions 
iffcrent  to  mej  every  look  and 
gives  me  either  pleafure  or  pain, 
omitted  no  reafonabie  methods  to 
:e  her  of  the  grcatnefs  of  my  paf- 
et,  as  (he  is  one  with  whom  I 
tn  pills  the  leihainder  of  my  life, 
»t  f  jrbeai  mixmg  the  fmcerity  of 
ml   with  the  tendernefs  of  the 

in  Ihoit,  Sir,  lam  one  of  thofe 
mate  men  who  think  young  wo- 
ight  to  be  treated  like  rational 
:s.  I  forbear,  therefore,  to  launch 

>  all  the  ul'ual  exceflfes  of  flattery 
nance  j  to  make  her  a  goddefs, 
Iclf  a  madman ;  to  give  up  ali 
1-8  and  reafon  to  be  moulds  and 
:d  as  (he  thinks  proper. 

1  hence  arife  all  our  differencef. 
la  is  one  of  thofe  fa(hionable  la- 
ho,  expelling  an  implicit  faith 
leir  admirers,  are  impatient  and 
:d  at  tlie  leaft  (hew  of  coniradic- 

he  was  htely  reading  the  worltt 
bnted  author,  wlio  has  thought 


fit  to  reprefent  himfelf .in  his  writings, 
under  the  character  of  an  old  man,  (ne 
was  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  it  was  very 
uncommon  to  fee  a  perfon  at  fourfcore 
have  fo  lively  a  fancy,  and  fo  brifk  an 
imagination.  I  could  not  help  inform* 
ing  her,  upon  this  occafion,  that  I  had 
freouently  had  the  honour  to  drink  a 
glals  with  the  gentleman  ;  and  that,  to 
my  certain  knowledge,  he  was  not  yet 
turned  of  forty.  Inl&ad  of  thanking  me 
for  fetting  her  right  in  this  particular^ 
(he  immediately  took  fire,  and  afked  mey 
with  a  frown.  Whether  that  <was  my 
breeding  to  contradifl  a  lady  f  You 
muft  know,  Sir,  this  queftion  ufually 
puts  an  end  to  all  our  difpiites.  A  littki 
while  after  (he  defired  my  opinion  of  her 
lap-dog;  and  I  had  no  (ooner  unfor- 
tunately obferved  that  his  ears  were 
fomewhat  of  the  (horteti,  than  (he  round- 
ly a(ked  me.  Whether  I  .defigned  that 
for  a  compliment  ?  I  took  the  freedom 
from  hence,  in  an  honell  plain  way,  to 
expofe  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  being 
delighted  with  flattery,  to  tell  her  that 
ladies  ought  not  always  to  be  compli- 
mented, to  enumerate  the  inconveniences 
it  often  leails  them  into,  to  make  her 
fenfible  of  the  ill  defigns  men  generally 
aim  at  by  it,  and  the  mean  opinion  they 
muft  entertain  of  thofe  who  are  ddighted 
with  it.  All  this  would  not  do ;  I  could 
not  get  one  kind  look  from  her  that 
night. 

I  have  told  you  already,  that  I  have 
uied  all  reafonabie  methods  to  convince 
her  of  my  pa(rion ;  and  I  mm  fure  I  have 
the  prefeirnce  hi  her  efVeem  to  all  other 
pretenders.  She  knows  I  love;  and,  in 
fpite  of  all  her  arts  to  hide  it,  I  know  t 
am  beloved  :  yet,  from  thefe  little  differ 
rences,  and  a  certain  coquet  humour 
which  makes  her  delight  to  fee  her  loyer 
uneafy,  thouejh  at  the  (anM.vxnk't^M.MA-. 
menu  Vi«rfe\\ ,  \  Vcw^  ^j^xko^  ^V^v^  ^ 
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howcTer^  the  following  vcrfei,  which 
I  prcfenced  to  her  ytftcnlay,  ma^e  fomc 
ipipreffion  on  her;  and  if  fiie  feet  you 
think  them  tolerable  enough  to  allow 
thc-m  a  place  in  your  paper*  I  9ni  in 
hopes  they  may  help  to  haften  the  happy 
day. 


rp  £  L  L  mcy  Miran4a,  why  (hoold  I 

Lament  and  Unguiih,  pine  aiu  die  i 
While  you,  regardleU  of  my  i  iin^ 
Seem  pleated  to  hear  your  fluve  complain  } 

II. 
]>ame  Eve,  unfkjjrd  in  female  artf^ 
Aod  modern  ways  of  tortVing  heaics, 
Vo  foooer  faw  her  (park  than  lov*d, 
Canfcf$*d  her  fl^me.  and  hii  approt'd. 

III. 
Katnre  ftill  breaks  through  all  difguife. 
Glows  in  your  cheeks,  and  rule*  your  cyess 
LoVe  trembles  in  y>>yr  hands  and  heart ) 
Your  panting  breads  proclaim  his  dart* 

IV. 
Ko  more,  Miranda,  then,  be  coy, 
Ko  longc-  ki'cp  us  both  from  joy  5 
Vo  longrr  ftudy  to  conceal 
What  all  yoqr  a^»ons  thus  reveal. 

I  am,  dear  Marmaduke,  your  mod 
obedient  humble  fervant. 

Ma.tiyaTLB, 

T  Send  yo\i  the  inclofed  letter,  which  I 
"*  have  Uiely  received  from  a  young 
Templar,  who  i»  my  humble  fervant.  | 


dciife  you  woald  inform  mt  wfadier 
what  he  aflerCft  be  iiw  or  equity.  }its 
letter  tuns  thus, 

MADAM» 

TjAPPENING  lately  lobe  hiio»* 
•^  pany  with  a  venerable  Wy  who 
baa^a  very  lai^  fortune,  I  wa^  focorv- 
plaifant  aa  to  a(k  her  if  ihe  woiiM  aiuNr 
me  to  do  hef  the  honour  to  m.ke  her  a 
wife.  She  waa  (b  kind  aa  to  slk  im 
agsin^  whether  I  waa  in  jeft  or  earacft. 
Upon  my  repeating  the  queft  ion,' (be  re- 
turned my  civility,  sn.i  i:U  me  ^! 
thought  I  was  nud.  But  uf>on  mv '"  ' 
lp:>licarion  flir  corientcdy  r*".:.t  i-..  '■■ 
told  me  pofit.vely  Oie  wt-uld  rt  vn  i  a.* 
me.  This  I  take  for  an  abf- «'.::*'  jrcn."-, 
having  been  freqtien'ly  jrr'.V!T>t.f.  '.^ii 
women*a  anfwers  in  t'uch  calf*  ?.'c  :o  'm 
interpreted  backwaids. 

I  have  confuhed  a  proflor  in  D^^ti 
Commons,  who  feems  to  be  oi  op«n«M 
that  it  hat  the  full  force  of  a  contrail ; 
and  that,  having  witneis  of  it,  I  miglit 
recover  half  her  fortune,  (hould  (beoftcr 
to  marry  any  one  elie. 

I  mention  this,  Nbdam,  not  only  to 
let  you  fee  that  1  can  have  the  fame  en- 
couraf^ement  elfewhere  which  you  give 
me,  but  to  admonifli  you  how  much  cue 
you  ought  to  take  of  pronii(ing  Any 
other  man  marriage,  by  declaring  pofi- 
tively  that  you  will  never  have  him,  ex- 
cept your  mod  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
Tom  Truelove, 


N^  XXXVI.    TUESDAY,  MAY   18. 


CONCVIITU  PRQHIBBSI  VAGO- 


KOK. 


I  Have  heard  it  objefted,  by  fcvcral 
perfons,  againft  my  papers,  that  they 
are  apt  to  kindle  love  in  young  hearts, 
and  enflime  the  fcxes  with  9  defne  for 
one  another ;  I  am  To  far  from  denying 
this  charge,  thiit  I  (hall  make  no  fcruple 
to  own  it  IS  i\\e  chief  end  of  my  writing. 
lx>ve  is  a  paflJion  of  the  mind,  (perhaps 
the  noblcll)  which  was  planted  in  it  by 
the  fame  hand  that  created  it.  We 
ought  to  be  fo  far,  therefore,  from  en- 
deavouring to  root  it  out,  that  we  (hould 
rather  make  it  our  bufmefs.to  keep  it 

-  lip  »nd  cheriih  it.  Our  chief  care  mud 
he  to  fix  this*  as  well  as  our  other  paf. 

iontf  upon  proper  object,  «nd  to  d\rt£l 

l>  fv  a  nj^t  end. 


For  this  reafon,  as  |  have  ever  ihe-vR 
myfelf  a  friepd  to  honourable  love,  I 
have  conftantly  discountenanced  all  vi- 
cious padions.  Thoi^^h  theYeveralfoKS 
of  thefe  are  each  of  them  highly  criminal « 
yet  that  which  leads  us  to  defile  another 
man's  bed  is  by  far  of  the  blaciccft  dye. 

Thp  excellent  author  of  The  Whole 
Duty  of  Man  has  given  u^  a  very  lively 
pi£ltire  of  this  crime,  with  all  tho(e  me- 
lancholy circumftancrs  that  muft  ne- 
ceflfarily  attend  it.  One  muft,  indeed^ 
wonder  to  fee  it  punifhed  fo  lightly 
among  civilized  nations,  when  even  the 
moft  barbarous  have  regarded  it  with 
the  ulmoft  horror  and  detelUtion.  f 
NfiftVaxeX^  es^etxacme\>«i>a^%^\^\AthiA 
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l^ur^Cy  wliich  wat  told  me  by  one  of 
lay  friends,  who  was  htmrelf  upon  the 
pUce  when  the  thing  happened; 

fN  an  out-plantation,  upon  the  borders 
**•  of  Potuxen,  a  river  in  MiryUfld,  there 
lived  ^  planter,  who  was  mafler  of  a  great 
nombcr  of  negro  (laves.  The  inneafe 
€»f  th^fe  poor  creatures  is  always  ar>  ad- 
vantage CO  the  planteirs,  their  chiKiren 
being  born  flavei  $  for  which  realbn  the 
owneirs  are  very  well  plea  fed  when  any 
of  them  marry.  Among  thefe  negroes 
there  happened  to  be  two  who  had  al- 
ways lived  together,  and  contra£led  an 
intimate  friendfhip,  which  went  on  for 
Arveral  yejrs  in  an  uninterrupted  courfe. 
Their  joys  and  their  griefs  were  mutual  5 
their  confidence  in  each  other  was  in- 
tire;  ditlni(i  and  fufpicion  were  paf*- 
fions  they  had  no  notion  of.  The  one 
wat  a  batchelor ;  the  other  married  to  a 
(lave  of  hit  own  complexion,  by  whom 
he^had  feveral  childi-en.  It  happened 
that  the  head  of  this  fmall  family  rofe 
early  one  morning,  dn  a  lei  Cure  day,  to 
go  far  into  the  woods  a  hunting,  in  or- 
der to  entertain  his  wife  an<l  children  at 
night  with  fome  proviHons  better  thin 
ordinary.  The  batchelor  flave,  it  feems, 
had  for  a  long  time  entertained  a  paflion 
for  his  friend's  wife  5  which,  from  the 
fequel  of  the  ftory,  we  may  conclude  he 
had  endeavoured  to  ftifld,  but  in  vain. 
The  impatience  of  his  deiires  prompted 
him  to  take  this  opportunity  of  the  huf- 
band's  abfence  to  pia^ife  upon  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  woman  ;  which  accordingly 
he  did,  and  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
fucceed  in  his  attempt.  The  hunter, 
who  found  his  prey  much  nearer  home 
than  ufual,  returned,  fome  hours  fooner 
than  was  expef^cd,  IpaHen  with  the  fpoils 
of  the  day,  and  fu.l  of  the  pleating 
thoughts  of  feafting  and  rejoicing,  with 
his  family,  over  the  fruits  of  his  labour. 
Upon  his  entering  his  (bed,  the  tirll  ob- 
je^ls  that  (truck  Wi%  eyes  were  his  wife 
and  his  friend  aflcep  in  the  embraces  of 
each  other.  A  man  acquainted  with 
the  paflions  of  human  nature  will  eafily 
conceive  the  aftonifhment,  the  rage,  and 
the  defpair,  that  overpowered  the  poor 
Indian  at  once;  he  hurft  out  into  la- 
menutions  and  reproaches,  and  tore  bis 
hair  like  one  diftraf^ed.  His  cries  and 
broken  accents  awakened  the  guilty 
couple,  whofe  /hame  and  confunon  were 
BqujJ  to  the  agonies  of  the  iajuctd* 


After  a  confiderable  paufe  of  fileiiee  on 
both  (ides,  he  expoftulated  with  hit 
friend  in  terms  like  thefe t  *My  wrongi 

*  are  greater  than  I  am  able  to  expreis^ 

*  and  far  too  great  for  me  to  bear.     My 

«  wif' but  I  blame  not  her.   After 

<  a  long  and  laAing  friendfhip,  exerciled 

*  under  all  the  hardfhips  and  feverities 

*  of  a  moft  irkfome  captivity  4  after  mii- 

*  tual  repeated  inftances  of  a(Te6lion  and 

*  fidelity,  could  I  lufpefl  my  friend,  mv 

*  bofom  friend,  (hould  prove  a  traitor  f 

*  I  thought  myfelf  happy,  even  in  bond* 

*  age,  in  the  enjoyment  of  fiich  a  friend 
'  and  fuch  a  wife;  but  cannot  bear  the 

*  thoughts  of  life  with  liberty,  after  hav- 
'  ing  been  fo  bafely  betrayed  by  both* 
'  You  both  are  loft  to  me,  and  t  to  youA 

*  I  foon  (hall  be  at  reft.  Live,  and  enjoy 

*  your  crime.  Adieu  V  Having  faid  this» 
he  turned  away,  and  went  out,  with  a  re- 
folution  to  die  immediately.  The  guilty 
negro  followed  him,  touched  with  tht 
quickeft  fenfe  of  remorfe  for  his  treach- 
ery* •  'Tis  I  alone,"  faid  he,  *  that  am 
'  guilty ;  and  I  alone  who  am  not  fit  td 

*  live!  Let  me  intreat  you  to  forgive 
'  your  wife,  who  was  overcome  by  my 

*  importunities.  I  promife  never  to  give 

*  either  of  you  the  leaft  difquict  for  the 

*  future:  live  and  be  happy  together, 

*  and  think  of  me  no  more.     Bear  with 

*  me  but  for  this  night,  and  to-morrow 

*  you  (hall  be  fatisfied.*  Here  they 
both  wept,  and  parted.  When  the  huf- 
band  went  out  in  the  morning  to  hii 
work,  the  firft  thing  he  faw  was  hit 
friend  hanging  upon  the  bough  of  a  tree 
before  the  cabbin-do.^r. 

If  the  wretches  of  this  nation,  who  fet 
up  for  men  of  wit  and  gallantry,  were 
capable  of  feeling  the  generous  remorfe 
of  this  poor  flave  upon  the  like  occaftons, 
we  fhould,  I  fear,  have  a  much  thinner 
appearance  of  equipitge  in  town. 

Mcthinks  there  fhouid  be  a  general 
confederacy  amongft  all  honeft  men  to 
exclude  from  fociety,  and  to  brand  with 
the  blackeft  note  of  infamy,  thofe  mif- 
creants,  who  make  it  the  bufinefs  of  their 
lives  to  get  into  families,  and  to  eftrange 
the  affeaions  of  the  wife  from  the  huf* 
band.  There  is  fomething  fo  very  bafe 
and  fo  inhuman  in  this  modifh  wicked* 
nefs,  that  one  cannot  help  wilhing  thtf 
honeft  libeny  of  iKe  A:^>r^C«tok:^ 
wertTt^octd\  ^Tw\^^x^'tf«AK«»«^'^'* 
kind  ittkiJKiX  V*  «i^V^  "^1  "^"^^  '^^ 
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in  our  public  theatres.  Under  fuch  a  duced  to  withdraw  themfeVvei  fnm  tbe 
difcipHne»  weikoiikl  Cfc  thofe  who  now  jutt  refcntmentsof  theh:  cccinctyACB  uJ 
glury  in  the  ruin  of  deluded  womenrie-  ^  feliow. citizens. 


N»  XXXVII.    THURSDAY,   MAY  20. 

WHAT  PAINS,    WHAT  RACKING  THOVCHTty  HE   VKOTKSy 
W<HO  LIV£I  RIMOY  D  FROM  HCR  HI  LOVKS  i 

CoNGRlVK, 


MY  own  unhappy  pa(Iion  for  Mrs. 
Page  has  maJe  me  extremely 
fenfible  of  a'l  the  diftrelTes  occafioned  by 
love.  I  have  often  refle^ed  what  could 
be  the  caiife  that,  while  we  fee  the  moft 
worthlefs  part  of  mankind  evei^  day 
fifcceeding  in  their  attempt*;  while  we 
fee  thofe  wretches,  whofe  heartt  arc 
utterly  incapable  of  this  noble  paflion, 
appear  flupid  and  fenfelefs  amidft  the 
carefles  of  the  fair ;  we  cannot  but  oh- 
ferve,  that  the  nohlell  and  greateft  flames 
which  have  been  kindled  in  the  hreaftt 
of  men  of  fenfc  and  merit,  have  feldom 
met  with  a  due  return. 

As  the  thoughts  of  thofe  who  have 
been  thoroughly  in  love  are' frequently 
wild  and  extravagant,  I  have  been  ibroe- 
times  tempted  to  think  that  Providence, 
never  defigning  we  (hould  fix  our 
thoughts  of  happinefs  altogettier  hero, 
will  not  allow  us  to  talle  fo  large  a  (hare 
of  it  as  v^'e  muft  neccflarily  do  in  the  en- 
joyment of  an  objeft  on  which  all.  the 
paflTions  of  our  foul  have  been  placed, 
and  to  which  all  the  faculties  of  our 
mind  have  been  long  afpiring. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that,  without 
having  recourle  to  a  fuperior  power, 
there  are  feveral  accidents  which  na- 
turally happen  on  thefe  occafions,  and 
from  whence  we  may  generally  give  a 
pretty  good  accoUnt  why  the  greatett 
palTionsare  ufually  unfuccefsful.  It  has 
i>e?n  long  fmcc  obferved  by  a  celebrated 
French  writer,  that  it  is  much  eafier  for 
a  man  to  fucceed  who  only  feigns  a  paf- 
iion,  than  for  one  who  is  truly  and  de- 
iperatcly  in  love.  The  firft  is  ftill  ma- 
iter  of  himfelfi^  and  can  watch  all  the 
tums  and  revolutions  in  the  temper  of 
her  whom  he  would  engage.  The  latter 
is  too  much  taken  up  with  his  own  paf- 
fion  to  attend  to  any  thing  elfe;  it  is  with 
d'lfBcuhy  he  can  even  perfoade  himfelf 
to  fpeikf  when  he  finds  every  iWnjj  Vie 
can  fmy  (6  fliort  of  what  be  feels,  and 
'fcif  ki$  conceptions  ire  too  tendct  to  Vx 


expreffed  by  words.  The  fiiir,  gencrallr 
fpcaking,  are  not  fufBciently  fenC-Me  ot* 
the  value  they  ought  ro  put  upon  fuch  a 
paflTion,  nor  confider  how  ifarong  that 
love  muft  be  which  ihall  throw  the  moft 
eloquent  into  the  utmoft  confufion  be- 
fore them.  Flavia  is  an  unhappy  in- 
fiance  of  what  I  am  obfemng.  She  wai 
couned  at  once  by  Tom  Trifle  and 
Oflavio.  The  firft  could  ehtestain  ber 
with  his  love  with  the  fame  indifTereivce 
he  talked  on  any  other  occallon,  and 
with  great  ferenity  of  mind  make  a  di- 
grefTion  from  what  he  was  faying,  either 
to  play  widi  her  lap-dog,  or  give  hit 
opinion  of  a  fuit  of  knots.  O^vio, 
when  fortune  favoured  him  with  an 
opportunity  of  declaring  hin^felf,  was 
often  ftruck  fpeechlefs  in  the  midft  of  a 
fentence,  anfl  could  for  fome  time  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  no  other  wiy  than  hy 
prefling  her  hand  and  dropping  a  tear. 
Flavia  having  duly  weighed  the  merit  of 
both,  married  Trifle,  flis  urkindncfs 
to  her  after  maiTiai;e,  his  inability  for 
any  thing  of  hiiiinrlV,  :»n.!  careleffncfsin 
relation  to  his  fortnr.*!,  toon  pUin^  her 
into  fo  many  unhnppv  ■ircTiiiftanceii 
that  fhc  ha  1  long  li;ii\:  i;ii:ic  vmderthe 
weight  of  them/  hiJ  fii-  n*:i  been  con- 
t^antiy  fupoorted  by  iht-  mterefl  and 
afliftance  ot  the  geQer(ui>  Odavio. 

But  befides  the  reafons  I  have  alreadv 
afligned  for  the  ill  foccefs  of  the  moi 
deferving  pifT.ons,  there  is  one  which  I 
muft  not  omit.  It  is  the  uuhappinefsof 
too  many  women  of  fortune  and  merit 
(from  a  diftruft  of  their  own  judgment) 
to  fubmit  themfeWes  entirely  to  the  di- 
re^ion  of  others,  and  rely  too  much  on 
thofe  friend  fliips  they  have  contra Aed 
with,  fome  of  their  own  fcx.  Tbeie  fc- 
male  acquaintance  eitlier  immediately 
form  fome  defign  of  their  own  upon 
them,  in  order  toaccomplifh  which  every 
o^w  ^x(^3\'\%  4\Ccni^T«^^  or  from 
^  ^^\ce  o^  «.Tv^'5>  \QCk  VM:A«ci\^!tk  "^ckVcv^ 
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X  think  of  having  them  pafs  their 
the  arms  of  a  man  who  they  are 
:  would  make  it  the  bufinel's  of 
to  oblige  them. 

\it  been  led  moreparticulaily  into 
jr^  of  my  prelcat  paper  by  the 
>v  palTion  of  poor  Philander, 
ier,  thou^^h  of  an  aj^e  which  th^ 
:  part  of  uur  youth  think  d:  to 
n  all  the  exc^Hes  of  luxury  and 
hery,  has  laid  it  oirt  in  furnilliing 
)d  with  the  moll  noble  and  manly 
I  of  wifdoiix  and  vlitue.  He  hat 
;  the  fame  time,  forgot  to  make 
•  mrifter  of  all  thofe  little  accom- 
:nis  which  the  pjlite  have  agreed 
k  ncc-fTuy  for  a  wfll-hrcd  man  j 
equally  qualified  for  the  moft  im- 
t  affairs,  or  the  moft  gar  conver- 
A  p^rfefl  knowledge  of  the 
iias  inaJe  him  for  a  long  time  look 
le  utmoll  contempt  on  that  infipid 
tne  fems^le  lex  who  are  ikillcd 
iing  but  drei's  and  vanity.  His 
;mained  untouched  amidlt  a  thou- 
e^ufes,  t.U  a  particular  accident 
•ou.'.  It  him  to  t'ne  knowledge  of 
e!\ ,  the  virtuous  Emilia.  Emiliai 
fov'uue  that  might  command  the 
^  of  life,  has  fitewn  that  (he  has 
d   infinitely  above  them.     Her 


bsiuty  ferves  but  at  the  mrniAi  to  her 
virtues ;  while,  with  a  graceful  innocence 
peculiar  to  her,  (he  declares  that,  if  ever 
Hie  becomes  a  wife,  fhe  has  no  ambition 
to  be  a  gaudy  dave,  but  (hall  prefer  Tub- 
ftantial  happmcfs  to  empty  (hew.  phi- 
lander faw  and  lovett  her  with  a  pa(rioii 
equal  to  fo  much  defert:  his  birth  and 
fortune  muft  have  entitled  him  at  leaft 
to  a  favourable  hearing,  had  not  his  love 

?;iven  the  alarm  to  the  dcfigns  of  a  (he- 
riend.  There  is  fomeihing  at  all  times 
highly  barbarous  in  afpcrdng  the  abfeAt^ 
even  where  the  cafe  is  doubtful ;  bur  the 
malicious  creature,  who  takes  It  upon 
her  to  be  Emilia's  dtrcdner&,  is  fooiifli 
enough  to  charge  Philander  with  being 
deficient  in  thofe  very  things  for  whicm 
he  is  more  remarkably  confpicuous.  As- 
1  am  a  conftant  patron  to  viituous  love, 
I  am  in  hopes,  however,  that  (hould  this 
paper  reach  Emilia,  (he  will  be  fo  juft 
to  herfclf,  to  be  her  own  judge  in  a  caufe 
of  this  confequence ;  fince,  as  a  cele- 
brated author  obferves,  tr  is  very  certain 
that  a  generous  and  cpnftant  palHon,  in 
an  agreeable  lover,  is  thegreateft  ble(nng 
that  can  happen  to  tl\e  molt  dcArrviiig 
of  her  fex  ;  and,  if  overlooked  in  ooe^ 
may  perhaps  never  after  be  found  ioi 
another. 


NO  XXXVIII.     SATURDAY,    MAY  22. 


-SCKIB£RX  JUSIIT   AMOR* 


Ovid. 


11  make  this  paper  confift  of  one  or 
3  letters.  The  firft  is  from  Phi- 
to  Emilia ;  but  was  probably  in- 
ed  by  the  good-natured  diie^irefs 
I  mentioned  in  my  laih  There 
luch  love  and  fmcerity  through  th% 
,  as  muft  have  affe5led  the  mo(( 
irn  temper. 

PHILANDER,  TO  EMILIA. 

)AM, 

ou  judge  of  my  padion  only  by 
at  I  fai'l,  when  I  had  laft  the  ho- 
o  fee  you,  you  very  much  injure  a 
like  mine,  that  is  nlled  with  fcnti- 
too  lively,  too  tender,  to  be  ex - 
I.  I  hardly  know  iodee#%rhat  I 
What  I  very  well  remember  is, 
was  all  love  and  all  confufioo  { 
found  it  more  di/ficult  to  fyak, 
the  woman  I  was  bojrn  to  admiret 


than  I  have  formerly  done  before  the 
largeft  aflfemblies. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  muft  confefs,  I 
was  not  a  little  amazed  at  being  fo  often 
interrupted  by  a  creature  whom  the  moft 
common  rules  of  civility  ought  to  have 
kept  at  a  much  greater  diftance.  I  muft 
own,  Madam,  I  was  perfe6^1y  at  a  loft 
how  to  behave  myfelf  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fioft}  and  whether  I  ought  to  ftifle  my  / 
refcntments,  or  give  way  to  them,  while 
I  was  fo  near  a  perlbn  whom  I  had  ra» 
ther  die  than  offend. 

As  to  the  bufinefs  of  fortune  between 
us,  I  have  no  other  propofal  to  make, 
but  that  I  may  put  my  whole  eftate  into 
the  hands  of  your  coupcil,  to  be  fettled 
after  any  manner  which  you  think  will 
make  you  moft  eafy .  I  hope  I  have  long 
fince  refolved  that  my  carria^  CbAlVV^^ 
fucH,  \f  C«tx\  \wi.'^^  ^t  Vrtswax  Xa'Vfc 
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incereftt  by  the  fiireft  tte;  I  mean  that  of 
mfftBtmi. ,  Give  me  leave  to  afltire  you, 
Madam,  with  a  fieedoni  which  I  think 
fliyfelf  obliged  to  ufe  on  fo  ferioua  an 
occalion,  that,  even  as  lieautiful  as  you 
are,  I  ,cu«ld  never  be  contented  with 
your  pcrfon  without  your  heart*  All  I 
defire  15,  that  I  :nay  have  leave  to  try  if 
iny  utmoft  endeavours  to  pleafe  and  de- 
lerve  you  can  make  any  impreifion  on 
It.  I  only  beg  I  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
plain myfelf  at  large  on  this  head  \ 
though  at  the  fame  time,  to  confefs  the 
truth,  Mndam,  I  cannot  help  entertain- 
ing a  vain  hope  that  Providence  had  a 
much  more  than  orilinary  influence  in 
my  firft  feeing  you,  and  that  I  (hall  aft 
with  fo  much  truth  and  fincerity  in  my 
preteniions  to  you,  as  may  pofTibly  move 
you  to  think,  that  though  I  can  never 
fully  deferve  you,  I  am  mnch  too  fmcere 
to  be  flighted.  Vouchfafe,  Madam,  to 
hear  me ;  and  either  root  out  this  fooliOi 
notion  by  a  frank  and  generous  denial, 
or  blefs  mc  witli  an  opportunity  of  de- 
dicating my  whole  lite  to  your  fervice, 
and  doing  whatever  the  heart  of  man 


meflages,  and  (end  hire  hit  aofwers,  bjr 
a.  female  conAdant,  than  tofeehimnif. 
felf.  Doria  (for  fo  I  fliall  call  the  wretch) 
had  long  b-en  a  common  friend  to  us 
both  :  flie  had  a  thoufand  times  talkd 
t©  me  of  Cinthio  with  all  thofc  pniftslie 
lb  truly  dcrerved;  when  one  day  tfie 
came  to  me,  and,  with  a  ffcming  angii'/h 
of  mind,  told  me  that  Cinthio  was  the 
worlt  of  men,  and  had  bafrly  betrayed 
me.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  give  V(^ 
an  account  of  the  fa^  (he  charged  bim 
wi(h.  I  ftiall  only  inform  you,  ihit 
there  happened  iit  that  tinie  to  be  To 
many  unlucky  circumflances  whidi 
made  what  flie  had  told  me  look  like 
truth,  that  I  could  not  help  believing 
her.  She  found  the  way  to  work  \ip 
ray  paflSon  to  ftich  a  height,  that  I  made 
a  vow  never  to  fee  him,  or  receive  a  ntef* 
fage  from  him  more  \  and  within  a  fort-  ' 
night  after,  by  her  inftigation,  tooka 
roan  for  my  hulbnnd  whom  I  could  nei- 
ther love  nor  hate.  I  was  no  fooner 
married,  than  I  was  fully  convinced  my 
Cinthio  had  been  abufed.  After  I  had 
for  fome  days  endured  the  fliarpeft  pangs 


can  be  inrpired^ith,  when  it  is  filled  at     of  rage,  defjiair,  jealoufy,  and  love,  I 
once  with  graiitudt  and  Itn^e,     I  am,     compofcd  rnvfelfjufl  enough  to  fend  bim 


Madam,  with  infinite  pafllon,  your  mott 
devoted,  moft  obedient,  humble  fer- 
▼ant,  &c. 

The  next  letter  was  fent  mc  laft  week 
by  a  lady  whofe  cafe  is  truly  deplorable, 
if  it  is  really  fuch  as  ftie  here  reprefenis 
It.  I  fliall  infert  it,  a^  flie  defiies,  for  ihc 
lake  of  the  moral  at  the  end  of  it. 

SIK, 

T  A™*  perhaps,  the  mofl  unfortunate 
*  woman  Hying.  My  ftory,  in  fliort,  is 
^'^x  c  ,^'"^^'<^~"P>»*don  thofc  tears  that 
will  fall  upon  this  paper  at  the  fight  of 
his  naraei— I  would  tell  you  that  I  was 
long  and  paflionately  beloved  by  him-1- 
But  how  can  I  defctibe  the greatnefs,  the 
fincerity  of  bis  paflion !  What  pains  did 
he  not  take,  what  mjihod  did  he  omit, 
to  (hew  how  much  h  j  valued  me  ?  I  muft 
have  been  the  woj  fl,  the  moft  foolifli  of 
nny  fex,  to  have  been  infenfible  to  fo 
much  truth  and  merit.   I  loved  the  dear, 
the  unhappy  youth,  with  a  paflion  not  in- 
ferior  to  bis  own  5  but  out  of  a  foolifli 
referve,  which  our  filly  fex  feldom  know. 
^tfH  they  ought  to  keep  up,  and  wVvexv 
rf  stBdc,  1  nuh«r  chole  10  rtceWeYi\% 


word  that  I  was  fatisfied  of  hit  inno- 
cence} but  conjured  him,  if  he  Mad  ever 
loi-ed,  to  avoid  feeing  me.  I  was  this 
afternoon  obliged  to  go  to  a  near  rela- 
tion's. The  firft  perfon  I  fixed  my  eyes 
on,  when  I  came  into  the  room,  was 
Cin'hio,  who  immediately  burftintoa 
flood  of  tears,  made  a  low  bow^  and  re- 
tiied. 

I  had  much  ado  to  forbear  fainting, 
hut  am  got  home,  and  am  this  nionsent 
enduring  fuch  torments  as  no  words  an 
give  a  notion  of.  I  ain  undone ;  but, 
^efon  my  i'enfes  are  quite  loft,  I  fend 
ycu  this,  that  it  may  for  the  future  be 
obfiirved  as  a  conflant  rule,  by  my  un- 
happy fex.  Never  to  condemn  a  lover, 
ho\%-evcr  guilty  he  may  at  firll  appear, 
till  they  have  at  leaft  given  him  an  op- 
portunity of  juftifying  himfelf.  I  an, 
Sir,  the  moft  unhappy  ©f  women, 

J.C. 

P.  S.  I  had  like  to  have  omitted  in- 
forming  you,  that  when  I  fent  a  letter. 
'?  ^^^  ??''*?  ?^  ""y  foul,  to  the  wretch 
above  defcnbed,  to  dcfire  I  might  know 

l^lot.^t^.;:^^!^  ^^>  ^  "«»ved  the 
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frllovr  yoii  mention  talked  fo 
petually  about  Toii>  and  t&ok  -Co 
jceofany  l»ody  elii,  thai  I  could 
a  lounger  cnduie  him.  I  plainly 
that,  if  you  had  ever  come  to- 


gether,  you  would  have  been  compni^f 
for  none  but  yourielres ;  for  which  rta. 
Ton  I  took  care  to  bave  you  marry  a  man 
with  whom,  if  I  am  not  mMaken,  you 
may  live  at  other  women  generally  do 
witn  huibands.    I  am  yourst  &c«  ' 


N«  XXXIX.    TUESDAY,  MAY  25. 

NKc  vBnauM  yitao  cvaAais  asDpaat  riovt 
lyTtayat*  ■■  Hoa^ 


?E  I  have  given  public  notice  of 
:i'»o«lc,  I  lii^'e  had  many  vifita" 
f.MTUuatc  fcHcw-fiiffciers,  who 
;n  c'olTcd  in  love  as  well' as  my- 

Wcrmvvool,  who  is  related  to 
n;  mother's  fide,  is  one  of  thofc 
en  i:;  air  to  mc  for  my  advice, 
.1  t.llowofgood  fenfe,  bui  putt 
c  oil.cr  ufe  than  to  torrn-,nt  him- 
k  is  a  man  of  fo  reBned  an  un<r 
irig,  that  he  can  fct  a  conilruc- 
,y.  jvei  V  thing  to  his  own  difad- 
,  and  lurneven  a  civility  into  an 
He  gior»ns  under  imaginary  in- 
ndshimfclfabuled  by  his  friend?, 
;tes  the  whole  world  in  a  kind  of 
,ri  m  againft  him.  In  fhurt,  poor 
'ood  is  devoured  with  the  fpieen, 
y  he  furc  a  man  of  this  humour 
vei7  whimfical  lover.  Be  that 
I,  he  is  now  over  head  and  ears  in 
ioni  and,  by  a  very  curious  intcr- 
\  of  his  mittrefs's  behaviour,  has, 
an  three  months,  reduced  himfcif 
ffcc^  flcclcton.  As  he:  fortune  is 
to  his,  fhc  gives  him  all  the  en- 
ncnt  another  man  conUl  wi(h  ; 
Hie  mortification  to  find  that  her 
II  fours  upon  her  hands.  Will 
iiicd  with  her,  whet^'cr  fhc  fmiles 
i^  upon  him  i  and  aljv.iys  thinks 
:r  too  referved,  or  too  coming, 
word,  that  would  make  another 
eart  danci  for  joy,  pangs  poor 
d  makes  him  he  awake  all  nigbt« 
It  going  on  with  Will  Worm- 
imour,  I  received  a  prcfent  from 
:feller,  which  I  found  to  be  The 
:rs  of  Theophraftus,  tranflated 
e  Greek  into  Enghlb  by  Mr. 

i  with  me,  as  I  believe  it  will  be 
who  look  into  this  i ranilation, 
had  begun  to  perufe  it^  I  could 
t  by  trifj  had  goon  through  the 


whole  hook }  and  was  agretablv  fiir« 
prized  to  meet  with  a  chapter  ixi  it,  in* 
tituled,  A  Difcontented  Temper,  which 
gives  a  livelier  pi  A  u  re  of  my  coufia 
Wormwood  than  that  which  I  was  draw* 
ing  for  him  myfelf.   It  is  as  follows* 


CHAP,    xvir, 

A  DncONTENTED  TClllPZR* 

A  Dlfc<.ntented  Temper  is  a  frame  of  • 
**^  mind  which  fett  a  man  upon  com- 
pU:nins:  without  reafon.  When  one  e£ 
his  neighbours,  who  makes  an  enter* 
talnment,  fends  a  fervant  to  him  with  a 
plate  of  any  thing  that  is  nice—*  What/ 
fays  he,  *  your  mafter  did  not  think  me 
<  good  enough  to  dine  with  him  V  He 
complains  of^his  miftrefs  at  the  very  time 
(he  is  careiTrng  him  |  and  when  ihe  re- 
doubles her  kiifes  and  endearment?— '  I 

*  wifh,*  (ays  he,  *  all  this  cam^  froni 

*  your  heart.*  In  a  dry  feafon  he  srom- 
bles  for  want  of  rain ;  and  when  a  mower 
falls,  mutters  to  himfelf— <  Why  couli 

*  not  this  have  come  fooner?*  If  be  hap- 
pens to  find  a  purfe  of  money—-'  Had  it 

*  been  a  pot  ot  gold,*  fays  he,  *  it  would 

*  have  been  worth  Hooping  for.*  He 
takes  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  beat  down 
the  price  of  a  flave ;  and  after  he  has 
paid  his  money  for  him*-*  I  am  fure,* 
fays  he,  *  thou  art  good  for  nothing,  or 

*  I  fliould  not  have  had  thee  (b  cheap.* 
When  a  meflenger  cqmes  with  great  joy 
to  acquaint  him  that  his  wife  is  brought 
to  bed  of  a  fon,  he  anfwers^^*  That  is 

*  as  much  as  to  (ay,  friend,  I  am  poorer 

*  by  half  to-day  than  I  was  yeftmaj.* 
Though  he  has  gamed  a  caiiK  with  roll 
cofts  and  damages,  bt  complains  that 
his  council  did  not  infift  upon  the  nkift 
material  points.  Jf,  after  any  misfoc- 
funt  hu  WehJkAVua&^Yod^^ni^^ 
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-   Toluntsry  contribution  for  him,  and  de- 
liie  In  in  to  be  merr>— *  How  it  that 

•  )>oi]ibIe,*  tiy%  he,  •  when  I  am  to  pay 

•  every  one  of  you  his  money,  again,  and 

•  be  obliged  to  you  into  the  bargain  V 

The  inftancetofa  Difpontented  Tern* 
per  which  Theophi-aftus  has  here  made 
vfe  of,  like  thofe  ^%bich  he  Tingles  out  to 
iliuftrate  the  reit  of  hi<;  chani61eis,  are 
chofen  viiih  the  greattlt  nicety,  and  full 
of  humour.  His  (trokcs  Arc  always  fine 
and  exquifite  ^  and  though  they  are  not 
fumetimts  violent  enougn  to  afFc£l  the 
imagination  of  a  coatfe  reader,  cannot 
but  give  the  highcll  (ileafure  to  e%'ery 
man  of  a  refined  talle,  who  has  a  tho- 
rouc;ft  inCigbt  into  human  nature. 

A]»  for  the  tianflation,  I  have  never 
irvn  any  of  a  prole  author  which  has 
|)!ea!ed  me  more.  The  gentleman  who 
has  obliged  the  public  with  it,  has  fol- 
lowed the  rule  which  Horace  has  laid 
down  for  tran(latc»rs,  by  pi-ei'erving  every 
where  the  life  ami  fpirit  of  his  author, 
without  fervilely  copying  after  him  word 
for  word.  This  is  what  the  French,  who 
have  moft  diftinguiibcd  tbemfelves  by 
performances  of  this  nature,  fo  often  in- 
culcate when  they  advile  a  tranflator  to 
6ndout  fuch  particular  elegancies  in  his 
own  tongue  as  hear  foroe  analogy  to 
thole  he  lees  in  the  original,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  hi.-nlelf  by  fuch  phrafes  as  his  au- 
tlior  would  probably  have  made  ufe  of, 
had  be  written  in  the  language  into 
which  he  is  tranfUted.  By  this  means, 
AS  well  as  by  throwin*;  in  a  lucky  word, 
or  a  fhort  circumltance,  the  meaning  of 
1  htophrriftus  is  all  alorig explained,  and 
the  humour  very  often  cairitd  to  agre.iicr 
height.  A  tranilator,  who  dees  not  thus 
confidtfr  the  different  genius  of  tlic  t\*o 
jangumges  in  which  he  is  concerned, with 
iuch  ptUTillei  turns  of  thoughts  and  ex- 
nrefiion  m  coiierpond  with  one  another 
|n  both  of  them,  may  vahie  himfelf  upon 
^ng  a  faithful  interpreter;  hut,  in 
works  of  wit  and  humour,  will  luvcr 
do  jullice  to  his  author,  or  credit  to 
tiimfclf. 

.  As  this  is  every  where  a  judicious  and 
a  reai'onable  hberty,  I  fee  no.chaptcr  in 
Theophraftus  where  it  has  been  fb  much 
indulged,  and  in  which  it  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  necelTHry,  as  in  the  charafter  of  the 
Sloven.  I  find  the  tranflator  himfelf, 
thouffh  be  has  taken  pains  to  qualify  it, 
*>  dul  apprcheiifivc  that  tbt^c  m«i^  \i^ 
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fomething  too  gfoft  in  (fte  dtfcnplSeii. 
The  under  wiU  ftc  with  how  irnich  d;li. 
cacy  he  has  touched  upor  cverv  poitin* 
lar,  and  cafi  into  (hades  every  tb ins  that 
was  Ihocking  in  fo  nauieous  a  figure. 


CHAP.    XIX. 

A  SLOVEN. 

gLOVENLINESSisfuchanegka 
of  a  man's  perion,  as  oijkcs  hiO  of- 
fenfive  toother  people.  The  Sic  vencoois 
into  company  with  a  dirty  pairof  hamli, 
and  afctof  longnaiisartheendof  then, 
and  tells  you.  For  ancxcufc,  thaihi»fi« 
ther  and  grandfather  ufed  to  do  lobe, 
fore  him.  However,  that  he  may  obt* 
go  his  forefathers,  his  ringers  are  cwvntd 
with.warts  of  his  own  ra/ling.  He  if  ii 
hairy  as  a  goat,  and  takes  care  to  UtTWi 
fee  it.  HiK  teeth  and  hreaih  aic  \*Tit^lr 
welJ  fulted  to  or.e  another.  He  la*  »*l-oot 
him  at  tible  after  a  very  irxtraofdiwjfy 
inannir,  and  takes  in  a  meal  at  a  nMnnh- 
ful  J  which  he  Icldom  diTpo'ts  of  wit!i. 
out  offending  the  company.  Id  diirk- 
ing,  he  generally  makes  more  haftrthan 
good  fpeed.  When  he  goes  mrotbe  baib, 
you  may  cafily  find  him  out  by  the  (cent 
of  his  oil,  and  diltinguifh  him  whenhe 
is  drefl'ed  by  the  fpots  in  his  coat.  He 
does  not  ftand  upon  decency  in  conw- 
fation,  but  will  lalk  fniut,  tlicugh  a 
prielt  and  his  mctlur  he  in  the  rocm. 
He  commits  a  blunder  in  t»-c  wort  ftlems 
ofncts  of  de\oticr.,  and  .ThtivwnUfaU 
a  liughingai  it.  At  a  corctit  of  n^ulit, 
he  breaks  in  uptn  the  jtj  iwimnice,  burrs 
ovci  rhctunetol'iiriclf;  rr,  it  he  ihirks 
it  long,  alks  tht  irulic:a,.s,Whe:hcrth<y 
w.il  never  have  dav.c  ?  He  aU  jvi  fpii* 
at  rnndom  j  :n  d,  it  he  is  at  an eiu'eitsiE- 
mert,  it  is  ten  to  one  hut  it  is  upco  \U 
fervaiil  who  llund>  behind  h;in. 

The  fcregoirgr  traraarion  biings  to 
my  icn>emhiance  thai  txctlUnt  oblerra- 
tion  of  ujy  Lord  Kolconimori— • 

None  yet  have  been  with  ad»:iramn  rfai, 
But  wiio.  be f;ilc iheii  h^rmug,  w-ere "^uUnJ. 
EkSAV  O.N  Teanslatid  V»s»i. 

If,  after  this,  the  reader  can  endure 
the  filthy  leprefentalion  of  the  faff? 
figure  exp.  Jrd  in  it's  \^o,  ft  light,  he  may 
i«:  \xsi>«  w  WU  vuL  vbe  former  Er^lifh 
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,  which  was  piibjiflied  feme  years 
ind  is  done  from  the  French  of 
e* 

IVKit,  OR  SLOVENLINESS. 

^ENLINESS  is  a  lazy  and 
Hy  neshgence  of  a  n)an*8  own 
whereby  he  becomes  fo  fordid  as 
«nfive  to  thofe  about  him.  YouMk 
come  into  company  when  he  is 
all  over  with  a  leprofy  and  fcurf , 
th  very  long  nails  j  and  favs, 
iftempers  were  hereditary  j  that 
er  and  grandfather  had  them  be- 
».  He  has  ulcers  in  his  thighs. 
Is  upon  his  hands,  which  he  takes 
to  have  cured,  but  lets  them  run 
tkey  are  gone  beyond  remedy. 
I  •  pits  are  ail  hairy,  and  Ynoft  part 
ody  like  a  wild  beaii.  His  teeth 
k  and  rotten,  which  makes  his 
hnk  fo  that  you  cannot  endure 
omc  nigh  you  t  he  will  alfo  fnuff 
ofe  and  fpit  it  out  as  he  eats,  and 
'peak  with  his  mouth  crammed 
lets  bis  vffluals  come  out  at  both 
He  belches  in  the  cup  as  he  is 


drinking,  and  ules  nafty  ftinkine  01}  in 
the  bath.  He  will  inuude  into  me  beft 
company  in  fordid  rzi^nd  cloHths.  If  he 
eoes  with  his  motheriS the Ibothfayers^ 
ne  cannot  then  refrain  from  wicked  and 
prophane  expreflions.  When  he  is  mak- 
ing his  oblations  at  the  temple,  he  will 
let  the  difh  drop  out  of  his  hand,  and 
fall  a  lauehing,  as  if  he  had  done  (bme 
brave  exploit.  At  the  fineft  concert  of 
mufic  he  cin't  forbear  clapping  hit 
hands,  and  making  a  rude  noife  j  will 
pretend  to  fing  along  with  them,  and  fall 
a  railing  at  them  to  leave  off.  Sitting 
at  table,  he  fpits  full  upon  the  fcrvantt 
who  wait  there. 

I  cannot  dofe  this  paper  without  ob- 
ferving,  th.it  if  gentlemen  of  leifure  and 
genius  would  take  the  fame  pains  upon 
Ibnw  other  Greek  or  Roman  author  that 
has  been  beftowed  upon  this,  we  ihould 
no  longer  be  abufed  by  our  bookfeltersy 
who  fet  their  hackney-writers  at  work 
for  Co  much  a  flieet;  the.  world  would 
foon  be  convinced,  that  thei-e  is  a  great 
deal  of  difference  between  putting  an  au- 
thor into  Engliih  and  tranjlaiing  him. 


N"  XL.    THURSDAY,   MAY  27. 

———NIC  TARDA  ItNICTOS 
DXBILITAT  VIKII        p         ■  VltC. 


I  bofom  into  which  Love  enters, 
:rme$  tlie  uerfon  who  is  infpired 
/ith  a  goodnefs  towards  all  with 
e  converics,  more  extenfive  than 
which  is  inftilled  by  Charitv.  I 

0  fo  much  of  this  iiol>ie  pamon, 

1  to  overlook  the  excellences  of 
n;  and  I  forgive  Mrs.  Page  all 
s  my  paillon  has  given  me,  fance, 

am  never  to  have  her,  all  other 
re  become  more  agreeable  to  me, 
liurge  good-will,  the  beginning 
I  owe  to  the  admiration  of  her. 
e  noexcellences  of  mind  or  bo* 
/  pcrl'on  that  comes  before  me, 
:ape  my  obfervation,  and  I  take 
alure  m  divulging  my  fenie  of 

confefs,  entertainments  of  the 
ring  theatre  frequently  engage 
ngs .  I  do  not  take  it  to  oe  a  con- 
n,  that  (bme  of  m^r  Papers  ire 
khrafes  upon  play-billt •  I  lU  e 


grown  old  in  the  obfervation  of  the  feats 
of  aflivity  and  ceiiius  for  intelligent 
movements,  which  I  have  always  loved 
in  my  old  acquaintance  Jo.  Prince,  who 
is  to  entertain  us  on  Monday  next  with 
federal  new  in^'enttone,  wherein  he  has 
expreffc^  the  compafs  and  variety  of  his 
excellent  taknt.  One  of  thofe  divctiions 
be  calls  The  Rattle,  from  the  Harlequin^ 
ii-r<rgular,  and  comic  movements,  with 
which  it  is  performed;  another,  which  be 
has  termed  The  Looby,  is  performed  by 
himfelf,  bearing  a  prong;  and  Mrs.  Bick* 
nail,  managing  a  raker,with  as  much  beau* 
tv  (though  a  Cttle  higher  dancing)  as  an 
Arcadian  (hepjieandefs.  The  next  dance 
he  will  give  us,  is  very  aptly  called  The 
Innocent*  to  be  periformed  by  Mrs. 
Younger;  a  genteel  ntoveraent,  coniift. 
ing  of  a  ^band  and  jij;g,  to  repnefent 
both  the  fimplicity  and  gaiety  of  that  dba* 
raacr. 
,    The  fmutha^^  will  be  followed  h^i. 
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motion  contrired  to  rmrerent  themidnigfat 
mirth  of  link-hoyt:  the  dance  is  very  hu- 
morous, and  well  imagined.- 

Hii  }»Uv  condudti  with  what  they  call 
a  Figure  Dance,  perfonned  by  an  elegant 
aflembly  of  gentlemen  and  la(tie8 :  and  is 
as  much  diHerent  from  airy  of  the  pre 
ceding  movements,  as  the  ftile  of  a  potm 
it  above  that  of  a  ballad. 

But  I  muft  turn  my  thoughts  from 
this  performer  to  a  perfon  who  has  alio 
divened  many  different  genei  ations  on 
the  theatre,  but  in  a  much  higher  fpherej 
td  wit,  in  ihe  charadei-  of  a  poet.  _  The 
perfon  whom  I  am  about  to  meutton,  is 
the  celebrated  Mr.  D'Urfey,  who  has 
had  the  fate  of  all  great  authors,  to  have 
met  with  much  envy  andoppofition;  but 
ihe  fagacinus  part  of  mankind  ward  (as 
foon  as  they  \ifpn  to  grow  confpicuous) 
theinfelves  againft  the  envious,  by  rcpre- 
feniing  the  nobility  of  their  birth  5  and  I 
g  do  not  know  why  I  may  not  as  well  de- 
fend tlie  writings  of  mv  friend  againft 
the  m  jlice  of  critics,  by  fhewine  how  an- 
cient a  gentleman  he  is  from  whom  they 
preter.ifto  drir.>£l.  I  will  undertake  to 
ihcw  th ofc  who  pretend  to  cavil  at  my 
friend's  writings,  that  his  ancellors  made 
a  greater  figure  in  the  world,  nay,  in  tlie 
leirned  worlds  than  their  own. 


MONSIEUR  FERRAVLT,  THE  FAr 
MOUS  FRENCH  ACADEMIST,  IN 
HIS  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  WORTHIES 
OF  FRANCE,  GIVES  THIS  TESTI- 
MONY OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  D*UR- 
FtY. 

HONORIUS  D^Urfey,  (fays  he)  ca- 
det  of  the  illuftrious  hc.;il"e  of  D'Ur- 
fey,  in  the  province  of  Fori  eft,  was  cho- 
len  Knight  of  Malta,  and  difcharged  the 
devoirs  of  his  profeffion  with  a)l  the  bm- 
▼ery,  and  all  the  ezaAnef's,  it  could  re. 
quire. 

^  He  had  tv^-o  brothers,  the  cldeft  of 
which  married  the  heiiels  of  Chatfeeau- 
moiant  ^  but  the  marriage  afterwards  bt:- 
ing  declared  null,  by  lealon  of  his  infuf- 
iiciency,  he  became  religious,  and  ditd 
prior  of  Mount vcrdon,  and  dean  of  the 
chapter  pf  St.  John  de  Mountbriffcn. 

Tl»e  iccond  bi  other  was  mafter  of  the 
horfe  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy»  and  lived 
to  be  above  one  hunili-ed  years  old. 

Honorius  was  very  much  admired  fur 
Bijny  nobJe  and  vtritty  perfonnRAces;  \)>it 


whit  pnacipaUy  obliges  11s  to  pot  him 
into  the  number  of  our  illuftrloui  mcs, 
was  the  beauty  and  fertility  wliicb  ap- 
pears with  lb  much  fplend&urin  Aftiriy 
the  romance  he  bis  left  us^  in  arhichare 
lively  pictures  of  all  the  cftnditions  0^ 
human  life,  in  (b  senuine  a  raaniier,  that 
the  idea  he  gives  of  them  has  not  only  f« 
above  fifty  yeai  s  paft  charmed  ailFrance, 
but  all  Europe. 

Whatever  veneration  we  axe  obligtii  10 
have  for  the  admirable  poems  <  f  Hoiner, 
which  have  been  the  delight  of  ail  agei,  ' 
yet,  I  believe,  it  may  he  faid  that,  to  con* 
lider  them  on  the  fcore  of  inventiofi, 
manners,  paflion,  and  character,  Mor. 
fieur  D'Ui  fey's  Aftrea,  though  prole,  de- 
fer ves  no  lefs  the  name  of  a  Pccni,  ind 
not  in  the  Icaft  inferior  to  Homer's.  This 
is  the  ju.'.gint  nt  of  vrry  learned  men  vn. 
Cardinal  Richlieu,  Mr.  Waller,  Cowky, 
&c.  and  thofe  who  have  been  vtrymuch 
prepoflefTed  fur  the  ancients  againft  ths 
moderns. 

Of  this  excellent  romance  we  mentioa, 
though  finifhcd  by  another,  (hedyiughc- 
foie  the  laft  /tf«r^  was  wiiiten)  ytiheWt 
enough  from  his  own  hand  toeftablidi  bis 
fame:  nor  was  it  found  to  be  merely  ro- 
mance, but  an  enigmatical  contexture  of 
his  own  principal  adventuj-es,  before  be 
fet  out  for  his  noble  ftaiion  at  Malta, 
where  he  remained  fevcrnl  vr.irs. 

lie  had  conceived  a  love  forMaJeicoi- 
felle  de Chatteaumorant,  foie  lierci\  of 
herfamilyi  beautiful,  rich,  and  hanght)-, 
but  of  that  noble  haughtinefs  which  is 
commonly  infpired  by  great  virtues.  In 
his  abiVnce,  (he  was  married  to  hiseldcft 
brother,  more  upon  a  political  account 
than  any  united  atfeflion,  as  will  thus  ap* 
pear. 

The  houfesof  DUrfey  and  Giatteau- 
moi  ant,  the  two  g  reatcft  of  the  whole  |>ro» 
viiice,  were  always  at  enmity  with  one 
another,  and  their  intei-efts  had  divided 
all  the  nobility  of  the  country,  to  that  the 
parents  on  both  fuies  were  willing  hv  tl^i 
alliance  to  dry  up  the  Iburce  of  tlie  qu.<r- 
i«ls  and  misfui tunes  which  ufually  hap. 
pened  every  moment. 

D'Uifcy,  at  his  return  from  M:ilti, 
found  his  miftrcfb  marrieit  10  his  bi other, 
yet  ftill  he  could  not  cealc  to  love  her^ 
and  in  all  likelihood  was  not  i&rnorant  of 
his  feci-et  defcft;  who,  after  "ten  )-eais 
marriage,  confcfting  at  laft  his  iinpo. 
tcnce,  was  divorced;  and  then  rhe cheva- 
\\ti ,  (o>a%a[iTvvEv^^^\\^«ci^\9Qiiof  his  vou- ) 
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had  ftinnounted  fcveral  difEcul- 
pouicd  Midembiielle  Chatttau- 

e  adventuret  gave  occafion  to 
Celadon,  Silv^inderi  Aftrea,  and 
who  are  the  aiyllicai  images  of 
tivem  -"ffiiirs  of  perfons  of  the  beft 
at  cMlfXf  ia  his  time,  having  aUb 
;ii  mattei'  for  ihe  ingqiious  con- 
n  of  the  work. 

So  far  Pcrrault. 

inus  D'Urfey,  his  near  kinfinan, 
ire-mentioned  chevalier  being  his 
ncle,  for  the  extravagancy  of  his 
or  Tome  other  reafon  which  has 
)ten  a  fecret  to  thofe  about  him, 
nherited  fome  time  before  he  came 
gbnd ;  where,  being  excellently 
ted  in  all  gentleman -like  quali- 
)iigh  undoing  all  by  his  immode- 
e  ^'earning,  he  married  a  gentle- 
of  riunti  ngdonfhire,  of  the  family 
^armions,  from  whom  defcended 
s  D'Urfey,  ilie  ornament  of  this 

-e  feems  to  be  no  blot  io  this  pe- 
but  that  of  the  infufficiency  of 
itieman  who  married  the  heirefs 
teaumorant;  but  as  he  could,  by 
f  that  defeat  have  no  defcendants, 
iKis  of  Germanjr,  Scotland,  and 
all  agree,  that  infufi^ciency  in  a 
al  line  ^annot  af{c£l  the  heirs  ge- 
fq  that  thus  my  friend  and  his 
s  are  fafe  againft  the  moft  mali- 
ritics  in  this  particular, 
liieur  Menage  reports,  that  the 
;ys  defcended  from  the  Emperors 
iflantinople  on  the  father*s  fide, 
;  Viceroy  of  Naples  on  the  mo- 
I  (hall  put  Menage*s  words,  by 
adveriifement,  at  roe  end  of  my 
a  work.  This  long  account  I  have 
I,  that  the  ignorant  of  Mr.  P'Ur- 


fcy*s  quality  may  know  how  to  receive 
him,  when  on  the  feventh  of  next  month 
he  (hall  appear  (as  he  defigns^  in  bououir 
of  the  ladies,  to  fpeak  an  oration .  by  way 
of  prologue  to  the  Richmond  Heirefs. 

That  gentleman  has  fo  long  ap^red 
in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfteff 
attended  only  by  one  (ervant,  and  him 
all  along  under  age,  that  the  generality 
have  too  familiar  a  conception  of  him; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  ladies,  for 
whofe  fake  only  ne  appears  in  public, 
will  fmile  upon  him,  as  if  he  niro(Uf 
were  a  knieht  of  Malta ;  and  receive  him^ 
as  if  tbev  beheld  Honorius  and  Semi- 
mis  in  their  ^Tifeded  fervant  Tboniat 
D'Urfey.  It  is  recommended  to  all  tht 
fine  fpirits,  and  beautiful  ladies,  to  pof- 
fefs  themfelvesof  Mr.  D*Urfev*s  tickets^ 
left  a  further  account,  which  we  iball 
ihonly  give  of  his  family  and  merit,  may 
make  the  generality  purchafe  them,  and 
exclude  thofe  whom  he  moftly  defiret 
for  hif  audience. 


BXTRACT  FROM  MBNAOI. 

X^-  £  S S I R £  D^Uifev  fe  noment Laf^ 
^^''  curis  en  leur  notn  de  Family,  ct  pre- 
tendent  etre  ifTus  des  anciens  Lafcuiis^. 
£inpereurs  de  Conftantinople.  Le  dernier 
Marqui  D^Urfey,  qui  avoif  cpoufe  une 
dalegre,  difoit  a  Ion  His,  qui  etoit  exempt 
dcs  Gardes—^  Mon  fils,  V'>us  avti  ob 
^  grands  examples  a  fuivre,  tantdu  coCib 

*  paternel  que  maternel :  de  mon  coto  voa 
'  ancetresnetoient  £inpereui-s  d^Orient* 
^  etdu  cote  de  votre  mere  vout  venes  df 
'  Vicemis  de  Naples.*  Lefilsrepondit*^ 
'  II  faut,  Munlieiir,  que  ce  foiciit  dm 
'  pauvres  gens,  de  n'avou*  pu  faiie  qu'ua 

*  miferablc  exempt  de  Uardes>  d*o4i 
'  vient  qu*ils  ne  m*'  nt  bid  ni  r£mpiri 
'  ni  leur  Vicero3raute.* 
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Difcontented  Temper,  taken  out  of  Theophra(h]S*s  Charaflers,  No.  39* 
J>oubt,  Charles,  his  letter  for  advice  in  the  choice  of  his  miilreft*  No.  29. 
Dreamt  of  Endvmion,  No.  13. 
D^lXrfey,  Mr.  tne  celebrated,  has  met  with  rnvv  as  well  at  oppofition.  No.  40.  Uianf 

related  to  the  Marquis  D^Urfey^  the  author  of  the  French  romance  callad 

Ai>re«>  ibid. 
D'Urfeys,  the  family  of  them  in  France,  No.  40. 

Dulcet,  Mr  s.  how  (he  was  abufed  in  converfation,  though  a  fiftitiout  pexioaf  Mb*  S4« 
Dut^gown>  Clidamira,  hercfaaraftery  No.  15. 

£. 
T^  M I LIA  and  Philander,  their  amour,  No.  37. 
■^  Bndymion*$  Dreamt.  No.  13. 
BpiAetus,  hi$  faying  of  brittle  warci  llo.  i«.  ^ 
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Ef  i1,  ft  {rood  method  'to  avoid  it.  No.  31. 

Eyelid,  Anthony,  hit  letter  pf  complaint  againft  a  ladj  Tor  looking  ootuvit- 

ilow.  No.  30. 
Eyes,  Battle  of,  No.  7. 

F. 

FLATTERY  the  moft  fuccefftful  wav  of  winning  womeoa  No.  25.      ' 
Fiavia,  her  ill  choice  in  nnamage,  No.  37. . 

G. 

GALLANTRY,  Modern,  nothing  but  debauchery.  No.  36. 
Giving,  the  art  of  it  in  lovers,  No.  12. 
GLil's,  Manufadure  of,  by  whom  and  how  improved  in  England,  No.  34. 
Gotham,  the  habitation  ot  the  Crahtreet  in  Hereford fhii-e,  No.  11. 
Gothamitet  at  laft  find  out  thr  Crabtrees  to  be  no  cunning  curs.  No.  i6» 
Gramc,  James,  his  letter  about  his  piAures,  No.  ii. 
Goeenwich  Hofpital,  the  excellent  pointing  there,  No.  33. 
Gubbin,  Timothy,  his  letter  for  advice  in  his  amour,  No.  17,  19. 
CJjuiiDleyi  Mr.  his  glafs  gnlleiy  defcribed.  No.  34. 

H. 
Tl  ALE,  Sir  Matthew,  his  difcourfe  of  religion,  No.  29. 
^'^  Hesrt,  to  fpeak  from  it  in  public  the  fureft  way  ot  fucceft.  No.  sS.    Hqv 
mended  by  honourable  love,  S9. 

I  OOL  ATR  Y,  what  makes  it  a  crying  fin,  No.  3a. 

^  Jcioiy  Lipfy,  her  charader.  No.  15. 

Inhumanity,  how  odious  with  wantonnefs,  No.  9. 

Iniuftice,  the  great  fin  of  it  with  reipefl  to  our  neighbours  and  ourfclves,  No.  32* 

Johnfi>n,  Mr.  one  of  the  Lover^s  ailiftanu,  his  chai-a^r^  No.  t. 

Ifiands,  dancing  ones,  No.  4. 

Judges,  their  dancing,  No.  4. 

judgement  goes  beyond  cxpci  ience.  No.  ai. 

Jttftice,  all  virtues  contained  in  it,  No.  32. 

V  I NG  grieving  for  his  wife's  death,  how  reproved  by  a  philofopher,  No.  26. 
"•  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  their  pifture  at  Greenwich  Hofpital  dtffcribedi 

No.  33. 
Knight  EiTantry,  how  corrupted,  No.  a. 

L. 

rANGUENTI,  Ricardetto,  his  letter  about  the  Crabtrees,  No.  16. 

^  LanguilTante,  Cinthio,  his  fublimc  uninleiiigibic  letter.  No.  19. 

Lazy,  Charles,  the  rover,  his  letter.  No.  23. 

Letter,  from  a  Sabine  lady  to  her  mother,  a  little  while  after  the  famous  Rape  of  the 
Romans,  No.  6.  About  the  Battle  of  the  Eyes  7-  Fiom  Mrs.  Penruddock  to 
her  huiband,  the  day  before  he  was  to  Cuthr  death,  8.  Mr.  Penruddock *s  anfwer, 
ibid.  From  a  man  leaving  his  miftrefs  to  marry,  9.  From  Gotham,  in  Hereford* 
ihire,  about  the  mifchievous  and  ridiculous  family  of  the  Crabtrees,  11.  A  niof 
one  from  a  lady,  12.  From  James  Grame,  about  bis  piAuivs,  ibid.  JProoi 
George  Powel,  13.  From  Ephraim  Caftlefoap,  about  the  Crabtrees,  14.  Madam 
Ottftgpwn's  to  her  lover,  i^.  From  Rkardetto  L:uiguenti,  about  the  Crabtnes^ 
j6.  From  Timothy  Gnbbms,  i7»  19.  ^tom  Launcdoi  Bays,  17.  From  Charles 
Doubt,  19.  From  Cinthio  Lanfi;uiiihnte,  ibid.  From  Piiidencc  Lovefick,  ao. 
From  Sufan  Matchlefs,  about  the  Crabtrees,  ax.  From  Rubens  Claywright* 
iibont  the  Crabtrees  piaures  on  his  patters  ware,  Ibid.  About  the  fittcft  age  and 
qualifications  for  bufinefs,  aa.  Two  lettcn  from  a  lover  to  his  miftivfsi  one  to 
be  read  by  herfelf,  and  another  by  her  father,  ibid.  From  Charles  Laxy  23. 
JMumadukc  Myrtle*t  to  a  cenfoiious  lady,  24.    From  Vefuvius,  of  the  power 
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of  !ovc,  25.   From  a  irentleman,  about  ;iffll»5\Iiig  one's  fclf  for  the  death  of  a  wife, 

16.      Mr.  M>  rtiv"  to  /  [• .  Sevci  n,  on  Mr.  M.iitt::.iri  's  new  tJitimi  ot  the  ClalTicki* 

ii:  121..  '.z7.  tioiii  ;i  l.nly,  t-.)  'Icriic  lu-i  Iialt  to  iduk  he:-,  z8.    rheanfwtr,  30. 

t.v.ii  V.  :;(i.i:i:iia,  liWil.   IjoiT:  Cr  :ivs  L'.inbL:  liain,  a!  out  his  inconitai.t  miihtis,  aS. 

IrciH  Ul)lita  li.inl  ...i:i:u.>,   30.     rioin  Ar!l.:/ny  Kytlid,  Ch.  Buly,  Tallbciy 

Ga-^t.i;.til,  a:.d  Kiyn  DiauiIl,  about  itaring  ladi  >,  jbid.     From  Tim.  Pip,  31. 

tiv,.!!  ai  i.ld  brftchcK-r  taJcn  in  love,  31.  About  Miranda's  love  of  flattery,  35. 

From  roiii  Trucovc,  i:  let.     From  Philander  co  Emiliai  38.     From  a  lady  b«« 

triivcd  l>y  a  thc-frifn.l,  ibid. 
Lc-t^'j.  Lv.'.cr's,  x^hcit  Powell's  p'>pfiet-ihow  was,  No.  1.    Defcribedy  ibid. 
Lcvtc-j,  bii  Anthony  Ciiibtrtc's  dcfcribed,  No.  i6. 

i.:nibcri.an).  Gii;s,his  ictt(.r  ui  compUint  .:gainil  his  kept  miftrefs,  No.  aS. 
h^.vty  i>aiii-  :.  ot,  icu  is  to  wViiy  thing  tnily  excellent,  great,  and  noble,  No.  i^^n 

luiUiic-.  out  ka  Cato,  ibid.     i:'i  power  ovei  all  forts  of  men,  15.     When  bb- 

nourjbL  n.:w  it  nricnds  liic  hc»'trt,  29.     One  of  the  iundamental  laws  of  nature^ 

31.    I'iie  cm.  r  cna  of  tite  Lover»  36.    Ftignctl  more  likely  to  fucceed  tbftii 

tiue,  37. 
Lover,  r.hr  diTign  of  thr.t  paper,  No.  i.     The  charaAert  of  the  atithor^i  affiftanlBg 

ibid.     Oi  hunk  if,  ibm.    An  accoui.t  of  his  p.iffion  fo:  Mrs.  Ann  Page,  s.    Ho 

n.LCts  :;t:,  5.     I/.lappointments  he  nas  mei  v^ith  hy  it,  14. 
Lo\  .rs  \ ':i_:iLc:Ai,  an  otdcr  or  adventurers.  No.  3.     Their  leader's  chancer, ibid. 
Lovcltck,  x'l  jusncc,  her  letter,  No.  xo.     Her  generofiiy  to  her  lover,  ibid. 

M. 
\/f  A*TTAIR£,   Mr.  his  new  edition  of   the  Cla/Tici  in   iimo,  xtcoai^ 

■^     mci.Jcd,  No.  37. 
^^:4fCl«s.  .tfii^  .5  Thaltiiiinato  hi.  riv:.l.  No.  6. 
^'i*..;;ieis,  Siilart,  h'-r  letter  about  tiit  Crab  tree* ,  No.  »i« 
'•A'  inw'ii  loks  ti.i  miiLcb  for  his  fmccrity^  ^v.  15. 
^i»rutft*with  meamn<i;'',  No.  4. 
JJiranuntiN  the  ba'inl ,  iicr  letter  to  her  mother.  No.  6. 
WiiaiiM^'j.  ch-.^after.  No.  35. 

^3  •  =chicvi;u»  »iul  r;diculo.is  words  made  for  the  family  of  the  Crabtreet,  No.  zu 
Jioji-tor,  a  horrid  ^*a|H.^,  No.  34.     'I'hc  author  a  heavy  rogue,  ibid., 
jj-^onality,  tne  weariloinc  condition  of  it.  No.  31. 
Jiotto,  a  notable  one  on  Sir  Anthony  Crabtrec's  coach,  No.  14. 
^'^Tiie,  M'lrmaduke,  author  of  the  Lover,  No.  2.    Hit  bd^ng,  ibid.     HUlct* 

tcd*  to  a  ccnlbiiouii  ladv,  34. 

N. 
^^  EG  R  O,  the  tragical  ilory  of  an  adulterous  one  in  Vii^ginia,  No.  36. 

.       Ncighboiiis,  the  lin  of  i:ij-.u*ing  them,  No.  32. 
^•Cc,  Sir  Courtly,  the  mirror  of  fo^is,  No.  x8. 

O. 
^^  S  W  A  L D,  Mr.  the  widower,  his  cbaraAer,  No.  1  •    Hit  love  for ' hi*  wife'« 

memory,  29. 
^  via,  iiK  Galen  of  love.  No.  23. 

P. 
T>  AGE,  Mrs.  Ann,  the  author's  love  for  her,  No.  t. 
Paintings  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  defcribed,  No.  33. 
^«aee,  the  whole  nation  to  leai-n  to  dance  upon  it.  No.  4. 
^^ar,  an  honeft  one,  how  abufed  bv  Sir  Anthony  Crabtree,  No.  14. 
«  cnraddock,  Mrs.  her  letter  to  her  hufband  condemned  to  die.  No.  8.    His  an- 

fwer,  ibid. 
T^bndcr  an(i  Emilia,  their  amour.  No.  37.    His  letter  to  her,  38^ 
^  Tim.  hit  pretentions  to  a  lady  from  feeing  her  topfy-turry^  No.  3i» 
rbioiiic  Loverti  their  indiffeix:ncej  No.  3^. 
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riBtfers  wve  oTBrittin,  it*s  ufei  No.  lo.    The  efigiet  of  tiic  Crilitifct  to  be  ta 

onfbmeof  i%  ix. 
Fowelly  Geoi|^,  his  behaviour  as  to  love  and  honour.  No.  13* 
Frtnce,  Jo.  his  enteitainmrats  in  dancing.  No.  40, 

F^ibKc ,  ipesking  in  it,  with  what  confaiion  EngUihiiien  do  it.  No.  18.    The  cads 
-      «f  it,  ibid. 

R. 
U  APE,  Sabine,  the  behavioar  of,fonie  of  the  ladies  thea,  No.  6. 
•"  Religion,  Sir  Mat^ew  Hale*s  dircourfeof  it,  No.  19. 
Ktproach  the  moft  painful  thing  to  lovers,  No.  34.. 
Robin,  the  trrafurfr,  what  Suckling  fays  of  Ittm,  No.  ax  • 
Romans,  their  public  (pint.  No.  16 . 
Room,  how  to  leave  it  handfomely.  No.  3. 

S. 
C  A  B I NE  Lsdy,  her  letter  to  her  mother  fiom  Rome,  after  the  famous  rape  by  dK 

Romans,  No.  6. 
Scandal,  a  fault  in  the  ladies.  No.  24. 
Severn,  Mr.  his  chara^er.  No.  1.     Marmaduke  Myrt]e*s  letter  to  him  aboqC 

Mr.  Maittaire's  edition  of  the  Clailics,  in  xamo,  27. 
/Sias  of  the  Second  Table,  No.  ja. 
Sloveur  charaQer  of  one,  out  of  Theophnftus,  "No*  3^. 
Stage  debauched  in  Charles  II.  reign,  No.  1.     It*s  influence  on  manners,  5. 

T.  ■ 
q^  ACITURNITY,  when  a  fault,  XJo.  x|. 

■*•    Tale  of  a  Tub,  written  for  the  advancement  of  religion.  No.  16.     Sir  An- 
thony Crabtree  bonows  his  South  Sea  proje£b  from  it,  ibid. 
Theophraftus's  Charaf^ers  well  trandatcd  b^ Mr.  Budgel],  Nc.  39. 
Thoinhill,  his  excellent  painting  at  Greenwich,  No.  33. 
Tin  Tallies,  a  coin  much  in  ufe  by  the  Crabtfees,  No.  ii . 
Tranfmarinus,  UlylTes,  his  letter  about  his  father's  betraying  him  in  an  amour. 

No.  30. 
Town,  how  to  qualify  one's  folf  for  it.  No.  5. 
Toyfhop,  poetical,  Launcelot  Bays*s,  No.  X7. 
Tranflation,  rules  for  it,  No.  39. 

Tmelove,  Tom,  his  letter  to  his  miftrefs,  not  topromife  hericlf  by  denial.  No.  35. 
Twilight,  Madam,  her  charaacr,  No.  1 5. 

V. 

X7 £ R S £  S  on  daneing,  No.  4. 
^    Vcfuvius,  his  letter  of  the  power  of  love.  No.  24. 

W. 
"W^HIFFLE,  Tom,  his  letter  about  the  Battle  of  the  Eves,  No.  7. 

Vyhifpcrs,  Sir  Anthon|^  Crabtrcc's  politics  made  up  of  theui.  No.  11.     He  is 
at  a  fad  lofs  for  want  of  them,  16. 
Wildgoofe,  Mr.  one  of  the  Lover's  afllftants,  bis  charaaer.  No.  i. 
Wit^ou'd,  Mifs,  her  aflRsaation  of  wit.  No.  15. 

Women  the  j^reateft  fuffcters  in  criminal  amours,  No.  9.     The  ieveral  ways  men 
take  to  gam  them,  85.     Won  by  flattery,  ibid.     Apt  to  prefer  feigned  love  to 
true,  37      And  to  be  diixaed  by  others  in  their  chpicp  of  fau(bands.  ibid, 
Vf  ormwood,  Wu.lj  his  chanifter.  No.  39. 
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